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Americans, actual American citizens,
of their most sacred, their most funda-
mental right: their right to vote.

No. No. We can’t look the other way,
nor do we, in my view, have any busi-
ness taking a 6-week recess until such
time as we have done everything hu-
manly possible to get these reforms put
into law. The American people deserve
better than this. Most of them don’t
have that luxury of doing that.

Now, I know it is a time-honored
Senate tradition. I know it is a tradi-
tion that has its roots back to long be-
fore the advent of modern air-condi-
tioning and to a time when Wash-
ington, DC—you know, it is typically
not the most pleasant weather in
Washington, and this Chamber, I am
sure, became suffocatingly hot and
muggy, so for a long time, we had that
August recess. Well, we have air-condi-
tioning now. We can handle it.

It is true we frequently do take a re-
cess in August, but it is not written in
stone anywhere, it is not written in law
anywhere that we have to do that. I
would be fine doing that if we had got-
ten our work done. I would be fine
doing that if we knew how our govern-
ment was going to be funded past Sep-
tember 30. Right now, we have no idea.
So when the government remains un-
funded and we have no idea how we are
going to secure an election system
that, quite frankly, is recklessly,
criminally insecure—we have no busi-
ness leaving this Chamber for 6 weeks
when we have no idea how we are going
to take care of any of that. These prob-
lems are not going to solve themselves
while we are gone.

I remember 15 years ago when I was
first sworn in. I was younger then. I
had a full head of hair. I was only 39
years old. I was the youngest Member
of the Senate when I got sworn in.

Right after I got sworn in, we were
walking one evening around the Cap-
itol. I was showing it to my family. My
daughter Eliza was 10 years old at the
time. She pointed to one of the little
doors out in the hallway just outside
the Senate Chamber.

It is a door that is maybe 18 inches
tall at the most. I later learned that it
was installed when they built this wing
of the Capitol in the late 1850s. That
was their source of water. They had a
pipe in there. The custodial staff at the
time used it to get water so that they
could clean the floors. I didn’t know
that at the time.

As we were walking around, my 10-
year-old daughter Eliza asked me: Dad,
what is that door for?

Not knowing how to answer, I just
said the first thing that came to mind.
I said: Well, that is for the House elves.
The House elves live in there.

Of course, there are no House elves
here, but sometimes, we act as if we
are relying on the House elves to not
only clean the Capitol but also clean
up the messes that we make and that
we leave undealt with, unaddressed leg-
islatively while we are gone. The cav-
alry is not coming. We are the cavalry.
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The House elves aren’t going to show
up and do our work for us if we retreat
into the sunset for 6 weeks.

We have to do this. We had an oppor-
tunity tonight to make a meaningful
dent in our election security problem.
And it is tragic that the Democrats
chose not to let this reasonable meas-
ure pass into law—a measure that 71
percent of their voters and 83 percent
of all American voters support. They
can’t handle it—apparently because
they benefit too much when people
vote illegally. Shame on them for tak-
ing that position, but shame on us if we
leave before the job is done.

Lastly, far too much gets said around
here about, Oh, we can’t do X, Y, or Z
because we don’t have 60 votes. I get
that that is said. That cannot become
our anthem. That is an absurd sugges-
tion.

Now, I know it takes 60 votes to in-
voke cloture, but, you know, long be-
fore there even was a cloture rule—
there has only been a cloture rule for
109 years. Before that time, we still had
the filibuster, just no cloture. Remem-
ber, a cloture vote is just one way of
breaking the filibuster.

If a supermajority of Senators—
under the current rule, three-fifths, 60
votes in the Senate—if 60 Senators
want to force debate to come to a close
even if some Senators want to continue
debating, then the Senate can do so,
but that is not the exclusive means by
which you can break a filibuster. Other
techniques are available—techniques
that were available for nearly 150 years
before the first cloture rule was even
adopted in 1917.

If you can’t break a filibuster and
you don’t have 60 votes to bring debate
to a close using cloture, you can put
legislation on the floor, and you can
debate it, and you can require any Sen-
ator wishing to filibuster to continue
to show up and continue to speak to
prolong debate.

The filibuster is about speaking; it is
about debating; it is not about perpet-
ually forestalling the passing of legis-
lation until you have 60 votes for it.

Passage in this Chamber, with rare
exceptions not relevant here, is set at a
simple majority, at 51 votes. And if the
Vice President is with you, you can do
it at 50 votes. The Vice President sup-
plies the tie-breaking vote of 51, and
then it is passed. We could do that.

We should be putting this measure on
the Senate floor. We should be debating
it for weeks on end, if necessary, cut-
ting into weekends and long-scheduled
recess time, if necessary, making clear
we are going to keep debating it until
it passes, and making clear that the
minute those filibustering it fail to
show up and continue to speak, we will
call the question, and we will pass it
with a simple majority.

We could do that. We should do that.
It takes time, yes. But time is on our
side. We have got weeks in which to do
this. We should do that.

Now, if we don’t want to do that,
there are other mechanisms available

July 29, 2026

to us. We could continue to attach it to
other must-pass vehicles. We could also
push something in the form of budget
reconciliation.

Now, that is a little trickier. You
could bypass the need for cloture with
budget reconciliation, but it has to be
budgetary, and it has to meet a whole
bunch of requirements.

It has to be budgetary, which means
it needs to manage changes in manda-
tory outlays or revenues; and it can’t,
among other things, have budgetary
features that are merely incidental to
policy changes.

But there are ways that we could
capture some of the benefits of the
SAVE America Act through reconcili-
ation.

But my point is just to say there are
multiple ways of skinning this cat. I
don’t care nearly as much which way
to skin it. I would personally prefer to
bring it up on the floor and debate it
until it passes. I think that is the
cleanest way of doing it. But I am not
a purist on that. I don’t insist it be my
way or the highway. I am just saying
we do have to do it. We can’t pretend
this isn’t here. This will not disappear
simply because we leave.

The cavalry is not coming. We are
the cavalry. There are no house elves
who will come and fix our election se-
curity problems. So let’s get this done.
And for the love of all that is sacred
and holy, let’s not go on a 6-week re-
cess with all of this undone. The Amer-
ican people deserve better.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate resume
legislative session and be in a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PEEVER, SOUTH DA-
KOTA

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Peever, SD. The town of
Peever will be celebrating its
quasquicentennial on August 8, 2026.
Peever will host anniversary events,
including a parade, an antique tractor-
pull, live music, and much more.

Peever is located in Roberts County
and is nestled at the edge of the beau-
tiful Coteau Hills in the northeastern
corner of South Dakota. The town of
Peever is named after settler Thomas
Henry Peever, an entrepreneur who
cultivated the community’s growth
through railroad development and
early commerce. As part of the Lake
Traverse Reservation, the area is deep-
ly tied to the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate
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and holds valued Tribal history. De-
spite a devasting fire, floods, and
droughts, this community has contin-
ued to be a true testament to the resil-
ience and tenacity seen across South
Dakota. Home to more than 180 South
Dakotans, Peever is known for its rich
agricultural and Native American her-
itage. Since Peever’s beginning 125
years ago, the community continues to
exemplify South Dakota’s strong val-
ues, emboldened traditions, and endur-
ing spirit.

I offer my congratulations to the
citizens of Peever on their town’s
quasquicentennial and wish them con-
tinued prosperity in the years to come.

——
TRIBUTE TO AVA POWELL

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Ava Powell, an intern in my
Washington, DC, office, for all of the
hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Ava is a graduate of Greens Farms
Academy in Westport, CT. Currently,
she is attending Vanderbilt University
in Nashville, TN, where she is pursuing
degrees in English and human and or-
ganizational development. She is a
hard worker who has been dedicated to
getting the most out of her internship
experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Ava for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CASPER ORTHOPEDICS

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 50th anniversary
of Casper Orthopedics. This remarkable
milestone reflects five decades of excel-
lence providing comprehensive, com-
passionate, and trusted healthcare to
thousands of patients across the Cow-
boy State.

Casper Orthopedics was founded on
September 1, 1976, by decorated Viet-
nam veteran and orthopedic surgeon
Dr. Jerry Behrens. It is Wyoming’s
great fortune that Jerry moved his
family to Casper to start his own or-
thopedic practice. Shortly after open-
ing its doors, Jerry was joined by Dr.
John Bailey and then Dr. Tom Landon.
Thus began Casper Orthopedics’ 50-year
journey providing the highest standard
of patient care.

Everyone at Casper Orthopedics,
from the physicians, nurses, therapists,
technicians, and support staff, strives
every day to put their patients first.
They dedicate their time, talent, and
treasure to helping people regain mo-
bility, restore independence, and im-
prove overall quality of life. Over the
past 50 years, the practice has earned a
reputation for specializing in a wide
range of orthopedic care, ranging from
trauma, spine, upper extremity, foot
and ankle, joint replacement, and
sports medicine to physical medicine
and rehabilitation.
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Casper Orthopedics is where I spent
my 24-year career as a board-certified
orthopedic surgeon. I joined the prac-
tice in 1983. Dr. Craig Smith and Dr.
Clay Turner also brought their incred-
ible surgical gifts to the practice dur-
ing those first 25 years.

It was my honor to learn from these
dedicated healthcare leaders as we
worked every day to keep the practice
at the forefront of orthopedic medi-
cine. We embraced advances in surgical
techniques, rehabilitation, and patient-
centered care. It was this commitment
to innovation that enabled people from
all walks of life to return to the activi-
ties they enjoy with confidence.

In 2001, Casper Orthopedics opened its
state-of-the-art medical facility at 4140
Centennial Hills Blvd. This new loca-
tion included an ambulatory surgical
center, physical and occupational ther-
apy, and an imaging department. The
practice continued to grow, and in 2003,
Dr. Steven Orcutt joined the team.
Shortly after that, Casper Orthopedics
expanded further and added Dr. Matt
Mitchell, Dr. Matthew Gorman, Dr.
Robert Allaire, Dr. Eric Linford, Dr.
Daniel White, Dr. Trevor Gessel, Dr.
Jay Arthur, Dr. Marko Tomov, Dr. Ari
Amitai, Dr. Taylor Harris, and Dr. Paul
Hannon.

This golden anniversary is an oppor-
tunity to recognize the vision and dedi-
cation of the founders, the leadership
that has guided the practice through
decades of growth, and the generations
of healthcare professionals whose un-
paralleled skills have made this
achievement possible. Their work not
only serves the healthcare needs of the
region, but Casper Orthopedics also
strives to be an active part of the Cas-
per community. The practice regularly
supports local organizations and has
partnered with the Wyoming Sym-
phony, Jason’s Friends Foundation,
and the National Historic Trails Inter-
pretive Center.

Congratulations to the entire Casper
Orthopedics team, past and present, on
50 years of healthcare excellence. May
the practice continue its proud tradi-
tion of excellence, innovation, compas-
sionate care, and public service for dec-
ades to come. I wish them continued
success and know they will continue to
provide high-quality care that supports
the well-being of patients across Wyo-
ming and the Rocky Mountain West.

——
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
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tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, DC.
CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION TRANSMITTAL
LETTER

Please find enclosed the following notifica-
tion from the Department of State.

Department Notification Number:
0C-23

Pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (AECA), as amended, we are for-
warding Transmittal No. 0C-23. This notifi-
cation relates to enhancements or upgrades
from the level of sensitivity of technology or
capability described in the Section 36(b)(1)
AECA certification 21-48 of August 3, 2021.

Recipients:

Speaker of the House of Representatives

House Committee on Foreign Affairs

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

Sincerely,

RSAT

KAITLYN WOLFE,
Senior Bureau Official,
Bureau of Legislative Affairs.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 0C-23

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-
tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.
36(B)(5)(A), AECA)

(1)(U) Purchaser: Government of Georgia.

(ii)(U) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
21-48; Date: August 3, 2021; Military Depart-
ment: Army.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii)(U) Description: On August 3, 2021, Con-
gress was notified by Congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 21-48, of the pos-
sible sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, of eighty-two (82) Jav-
elin FGM-148 Missiles; and forty-six (46) Jav-
elin Command Launch Units (CLU). Also in-
cluded were Enhanced Producibility Basic
Skills Trainers; Missile Simulation Rounds;
Security Assistance Management Direc-
torate Technical Assistance; Tactical Avia-
tion and Ground Munitions Project Office
Technical Assistance; other associated
equipment and services; and other related
elements of logistical and program support.
The estimated total cost was $30 million.
Major Defense Equipment (MDE) constituted
$25 million of this total.

This transmittal reports the replacement
of the previously notified forty-six (46) Jav-
elin Command Launch Units (CLUs) with
thirty (30) Javelin Light Weight Command
Launch Units (LWCLUs) (MDE). The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will also be added:
technical assistance, training and support
equipment in support of Javelin program
management, logistics, oversight, and suc-
cessful delivery of the weapon system. The
estimated total value of these additional
items is $7.16 million. The total estimated
MDE value remains $25 million. The esti-
mated total value will increase by $7 million,
resulting in an estimated total case value of
$37 million.

(iv)(U) Significance: This notification is
being provided to report the replacement of
the previously notified Javelin CLUs with
Javelin LWCLUs. The proposed sale will sup-
port Georgia’s ability to build its long-term
defense capacity to defend its sovereignty
and territorial integrity to meet its national
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