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Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. McCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI).

The result was announced—yeas 62,
nays 36, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 204 Ex.]

YEAS—62

Armstrong Graham Moreno
Banks Grassley Paul
Barrasso Hagerty Peters
Blackburn Hawley Ricketts
Boozman Heinrich Risch
Britt Hirono Rosen
gud@to goe‘t’eg Rounds

api uste: ;
Cassidy Hyde-Smith gﬁﬂi’?&gm
Collins Johnson

N Scott (SC)
Cornyn Justice
Cotton Kaine Shaheen
Cramer Kennedy Sheehy
Crapo King Slot}ﬂn
Cruz Lankford Sullivan
Curtis Lee Thune
Daines Lummis Tillis
Durbin Marshall Tuberville
Ernst McCormick Whitehouse
Fetterman Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
NAYS—36
Alsobrooks Hassan Reed
Baldwin Hickenlooper Sanders
Bennet Kelly Schatz
Blumenthal Kim Schiff
Blunt Rochester  Klobuchar Schumer
Booker Lujan Smith
Cantwell Markey Van Hollen
Coons Merkley Warner
Cortez Masto Murphy Warnock
Duckworth Murray Warren
Gallego Ossoff Welch
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
NOT VOTING—2
McConnell Murkowski

The nomination was confirmed.

(Ms. LUMMIS assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BANKS). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 831, Anto-
nio M. Pozos, of Pennsylvania, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso,
Pete Ricketts, Thom Tillis, Rick Scott
of Florida, John Cornyn, Steve Daines,
Bernie Moreno, John R. Curtis, Chuck
Grassley, Jim Banks, Mike Crapo,
James Lankford, Kevin Cramer, Mike
Rounds, Ted Budd.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Antonio M. Pozos, of Pennsylvania,
to be United States District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania,
shall be brought to a close?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 205 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Armstrong Ernst Moody
Banks Fetterman Moran
Barrasso Fischer Moreno
Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Britt Hagerty Risch
Budd Hawley Rounds
Capito Hoeven Schmitt
Cassidy Husted Scott (FL)
Collins Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Cornyn Johnson Shaheen
Cotton Justice Sheehy
Cramer Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Lankford Thune
Cruz Lee Tillis
Curtis Lummis Tuberville
Daines Marshall Wicker
Durbin McCormick Young
NAYS—44
Alsobrooks Hirono Rosen
Baldwin Kaine Sanders
Bennet Kelly Schatz
Blumenthal Kim Schiff
Blunt Rochester  King Schumer
Booker Klqlguchar Slotkin
gantwell Il\;lujail Smith
oons arkey
Cortez Masto Merkley &an Hollen
arner
Duckworth Murphy
Warnock
Gallego Murray
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Wel'Gh
Heinrich Peters Whitehouse
Hickenlooper Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—2
McConnell Murkowski
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

MORENO). On this vote, the yeas are 54,
the nays are 44. The motion is agreed
to.
The motion was agreed to.
——

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Antonio M. Pozos, of Penn-
sylvania, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 1689

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I am
beginning a series of Senators who are
speaking about Haiti and TPS.

The Haitian community is woven
into the fabric of our great American
family, but Donald Trump is trying to
tear it apart by terminating Haiti’s
temporary protected status.

As someone who takes great pride in
representing the State that is home to
the largest Haitian population in the
country, I know just how important
the Haitian community is to the Amer-
ican economy, to culture, to society.

But, unfortunately, Donald Trump
clearly doesn’t. Trump has vilified Hai-
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tians with his bigoted attacks and
stereotypes, over and over again. Now,
Trump is trying to force Haitians who
are here legally to return to the dan-
gerous conditions they fled in Haiti.

Let’s be clear: Revoking Haitians’
temporary protected status will not
only hurt them; it hurts our entire
country.

In New York, you can’t go into a hos-
pital, a nursing home, or a clinic with-
out seeing scores of dedicated
healthcare professionals who are
fiercely proud of their Haitian herit-
age. That is true in cities and towns
throughout the country.

We have heard warnings that if
Trump expels our Haitian TPS holders,
it will strain our health system and
create a gap in our caregiving work-
force that will be difficult to fill.

These people are our friends. They
are our neighbors. They take care of
the elderly and people with disabilities.
They are entrepreneurs and small
businessowners. They work hard and
pay taxes.

Let’s not forget Haitian TPS holders
add nearly $6 billion to the U.S. econ-
omy each year.

Ending TPS doesn’t fix our broken
system; it only makes things worse. It
is cruel. It is counterproductive. Send-
ing 300,000 people to Haiti with little or
no support will further destabilize an
already severe humanitarian and secu-
rity crisis on our country’s doorstep.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
our legislation and preserve Haitians’
TPS status. I will keep fighting for
Haitian Americans in New York and
beyond—any time, any place.

I yield the floor.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise in
support of H.R. 1689, a bill to designate
Haiti for Temporary Protected Status
through March 20, 2029.

I thank my colleagues Senator MAR-
KEY and Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER for
their leadership on this important hu-
manitarian issue.

This bill passed the House on a
strong bipartisan vote, and the Senate
should pass it as well. Supporting this
legislation is the right thing to do; na-
tionals of Haiti cannot safely return to
their home country.

The Department of State has issued a
level 4 travel advisory, telling Ameri-
cans that it is unsafe to travel to Haiti
due to the risk of crime, kidnapping,
terrorism, civil unrest, and limited
healthcare.

The Federal Aviation Administration
prohibits U.S. carriers from flying to
Haiti because of the danger to planes of
being shot at by the gangs.

But this bill is not just a humani-
tarian action. Haitian TPS holders
have become integral parts of their
communities.

In fact, our former Senate colleague
Mike Dewine—now the Republican
Governor of Ohio—called the Trump
administration’s decision to terminate
Haiti’s TPS ‘“‘a mistake’” and a ‘‘job
killer” that is ‘“‘not in the best interest
of the United States nor Ohio.”
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He noted that Haitian TPS holders
are opening small businesses, working,
and raising families in Ohio commu-
nities.

Illinois is no different; hundreds of
Haitian families in Illinois will be im-
pacted by the terminations of TPS.

In fact, there are 350,000 Haitian TPS
holders nationwide, with 50,000 U.S.
citizen children who will be harmed by
the administration’s decision to termi-
nate Haiti’s TPS.

They work in critical industries, pro-
viding essential care to our elderly and
harvesting the food that we rely on
each day.

Business organizations and labor
unions have warned that the decision
to end work authorization for many
TPS holders could have sweeping con-
sequences for both workers and the
U.S. economy.

DHS Secretary Mullin has tried to
deflect, saying, ‘‘Either try to fill out
the paperwork and be here underneath
a permanent status, or we’ll help you
get back to your country.”

But he leaves out the important part:
The Trump-Mullin Department of
Homeland Security has indefinitely
banned processing for any immigration
application from a Haitian national. So
there is no way for Haitians TPS hold-
ers to apply for permanent status.

The administration’s goal is clear: to
force Haitian TPS holders to go back
to a country where they are at risk of
violence, kidnapping, or death.

That should tell you everything you
need to know. But the President
showed his hand long ago; I was at the
meeting in 2018 where he used the term
“‘s-hole’” nations to describe Haiti and
African countries.

I will never forget it—it was an em-
barrassment to the White House, to the
Oval Office, and to the Presidency.

At the time, President Trump denied
making this statement, but now, he
proudly proclaims his bigotry toward
the Haitian people.

I happen to disagree with the Presi-
dent. Haitian TPS holders make our
country better every day. I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting
this live unanimous consent request to
extend TPS for Haiti.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to underscore the critical impor-
tance of maintaining temporary pro-
tected status, or TPS, for Haiti.

TPS allows nationals from des-
ignated countries facing ongoing
armed conflict, environmental disas-
ters, or extraordinary conditions to
live and to work legally in the United
States until it is safe to return to their
homeland.

First of all, I would like to thank my
colleague LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER from
Delaware for leading this effort in the
U.S. Senate. Thank you.

I want to thank the Senator from
New York, Mr. SCHUMER, for his state-
ment today, which is basically reflect-
ing the views of millions of Americans
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who are outraged at what is tran-
spiring and affecting dramatically the
Haitian community in the TUnited

States.
I would really like to thank Massa-
chusetts Congresswoman AYANNA

PRESSLEY for leading the successful ef-
fort in the House of Representatives to
extend Haiti’s TPS designation. I am
also thankful to Congresswoman
PRESSLEY for her partnership, not only
today but in her yearslong fight to ad-
vocate for our Haitian-American com-
munities.

In January of this year, we cohosted
a field hearing in Massachusetts to
hear from Haitian TPS holders, busi-
ness and union leaders, and advocates
about the importance of Haiti TPS.

And in April, alongside Senator VAN
HOLLEN and Congresswoman WASSER-
MANN SCHULTZ, we led an amicus brief
in the Supreme Court on behalf of 180
Members of Congress in support of
Haiti and Syria TPS.

But last month, the Supreme Court
delivered a devastating ruling in the
case. The far-right Justices green-lit
the Trump administration’s unlawful,
racist termination of TPS for Haiti and
for Syria. The Court failed a test of
morality. It slammed the doors of jus-
tice in the face of more than a million
TPS holders, including 45,000 Haitian
TPS holders in Massachusetts. It is an
outrage; it is a travesty.

For years, Donald Trump has demon-
ized and attacked Haitian TPS holders.
Trump has spewed racist, cruel lies
about Haitians.

We know that Trump does not want
to make America great again. Trump
wants to make America hate again.
That is what these policies represent—
to make America White again.

And to do so, he is terminating the
critical TPS protections that nearly
hundreds of thousands of Haitians rely
on. The Trump administration plans to
force Haitian TPS holders to return to
dangerous and life-threatening condi-
tions.

But Haiti continues to confront over-
lapping crisis, political instability,
widespread violence, and a humani-
tarian emergency that has strained
every single facet of daily life.

In the wake of Hurricane Matthew, in
September of 2016, I traveled to Haiti
to deliver relief goods and meet with
aid providers, even amidst devastation.
The resilience of the Haitian people
was palpable.

At the time, the country was still
battling the cholera epidemic caused
by the U.N. peacekeepers after the dev-
astating 2010 earthquake that Kkilled
thousands and thousands and thou-
sands of Haitians. Haiti faced this cri-
sis without sufficient international
support.

And, ultimately, I led the effort to
get the United Nations to apologize to
Haiti for what the U.N. had done to
that country. And, finally, the United
Nations did that.

I came away from that trip knowing
that Haiti would continue to hurt and
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that the United States should do every-
thing in its power to help the Haitian
people.

Sadly, Haiti is still hurting. Haiti’s
security crisis is eroding the promise
and future of an entire nation. Armed
groups now exert control over much of
Port-au-Prince. Kidnappings, targeted
violence, and blockades have made it
difficult for people to reach hospitals,
attend school, and access basic serv-
ices.

At the same time, natural disasters,
including earthquakes, hurricanes, and
recurrent flooding have further dam-
aged infrastructure that was already
stretched to its limits.

Together, these forces have left mil-
lions without certainty or without se-
curity. It is clear that Haitian TPS
holders cannot return home safely.

And yet—and yet—the State Depart-
ment currently advises American citi-
zens against traveling to Haiti because
of the dangers and instability. That is
utter hypocrisy. You can’t tell Ameri-
cans it is too dangerous to go to Haiti
and then say that you are going to tell
350,000 Haitians that they have got to
go back to a place that is too dan-
gerous for any American to go and
visit.

It is protected status. It is protecting
them against that which is too dan-
gerous.

Instead of meeting this undeniable
humanitarian catastrophe with com-
passion, the Trump administration has
chosen to compound the trauma. And
this brings us to the dangerous and po-
litically cruel reality that Haitian TPS
holders face today in our country.

For families with children born
here—American children—it may mean
a choice no parent should ever be
forced to make: tearing their family
apart or taking a child who has never
stepped foot outside of the TUnited
States into danger in a country that
child has never lived in and that the
State Department is telling every
American is too dangerous to go to.
But parents may have to take children
into that situation.

Imagine a mother or a father sitting
at their kitchen table tonight, looking
across at their child and trying to de-
cide if that child has a better chance of
survival returning to Haiti, a country
consumed by violence, or staying in
the United States, separated from the
loving care of their parents.

If we do not act, this is the brutal re-
ality of family separation that will
play out in thousands of homes across
this country. Families are being forced
to endure agonizing and impossible cal-
culations. We cannot stand by while
hundreds and thousands of Haitians
who have lived and worked and built
lives in the United States are suddenly
staring into an abyss of uncertainty.

What of the daily life for those who
will remain? The moment these protec-
tions lapse, TPS holders—who have
been here legally for years working,
paying taxes, and raising families—will
stare down the looming threat of de-
tention and deportation.
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That is what the Trump administra-
tion wants: to give ICE agents more
work to do on our streets, to give his
private army the authority to arrest a
million more people to meet racist,
cruel quotas. And no one should have
to live through that constant fear of a
sudden knock on the door or the panic
of a random traffic stop.

To strip Haitians of their status of
protection, which we have given them
because of the catastrophic conditions
that still exist in Haiti, is to strip
them of their agency, of their safety, of
their peace of mind.

Haitian TPS holders are Massachu-
setts. They are the United States. They
are hard working. They are kKind. They
are resilient. They are strong in the
face adversity and deeply committed to
the communities in which they live,
whether it is Mattpan or Brockton or
Malden. And the same thing is true for
all across our country.

A Haitian TPS holder is a friend and
home-health aide who has taken care
of grandma or grandpa for years. A
Haitian TPS holder is a coworker and a
construction worker that has helped
build homes in our neighborhoods.

A Haitian TPS holder is a neighbor
and a small business owner on Blue
Hill Avenue who helps support the live-
lihoods of others.

Haitian TPS holders are essential
workers. They are nurses. They are
home health aides, educators, grocery
store workers. They keep us safe. They
keep us fed. They Kkeep us healthy.
They have followed the rules. They
have committed no crimes at all, and
yet they are now being told they are
going to be sent home.

And these are the same people who
have made our seniors smile, that have
been in homes all across our country,
in homes taking care of our loved ones,
in hospitals taking care of our loved
ones. That is who they are. They have
protected our babies. They soothe our
sick. They are us. We have a moral
duty to protect TPS holders and pro-
vide them with protections and a per-
manent pathway to citizenship. Let’s
help them make America home.

For generations, Massachusetts has
been shaped by our immigrant commu-
nities. It was one of our own, Congress-
man Joe Moakley, who served as one of
the architects of the TPS statute and
who understood both the moral clarity
and the practical necessity of providing
refuge in times of crisis.

In defending his provision for TPS
protection on the House of Representa-
tives floor in 1990, Congressman Moak-
ley emphasized our ‘‘deep moral obliga-
tion” to protect innocent victims flee-
ing violence abroad. His words remain
as urgent and relevant today as they
were when he spoke them.

Protecting the vulnerable is not a po-
litical choice; it is a moral duty. Con-
gresswoman PRESSLEY’s success in
passing the Haiti TPS bill in the House
of Representatives is an inspiration.
And now the Senate must pass the bill,
which I introduced alongside Senator

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

BLUNT ROCHESTER, to designate Haiti
for TPS until after the next Presi-
dential election.

I have called on every recent admin-
istration to designate, extend, and re-
designate TPS for Haiti. I have also
supported legislation to provide a legal
pathway to residency for TPS holders.
I will keep supporting this community.

The narrative of TPS holders in the
United States is a story of resilience,
of hope, and of an enduring spirit. De-
spite facing adversity, TPS holders
have continued to contribute to build
lives and set down roots.

Haitian TPS holders deserve our full
protection. We cannot turn our backs
on them now. That is the choice which
we have to confront right now.

And, again, I thank Senator BLUNT
ROCHESTER for her leadership on this
issue as well. And if you would like to
be recognized now, or I will make the
motion right now and then we will con-
tinue the debate.

So as if in legislative session and not-
withstanding rule XXII, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 374, H.R. 1689; further, I ask
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Missouri.

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object.

I object to this legislation, which
would once again extend Haitian tem-
porary protected status. Washington
has invented a new definition of tem-
porary—it means permanent.

Haitian TPS was supposed to be just
18 months when it began in 2010. Six-
teen years later, 350,000 Haitians are
still here. Today, after the Supreme
Court cleared the way for President
Trump to end TPS and send them
home, Democrats are trying to change
the law to keep the 350,000 Haitians
here permanently. Not on my watch.

I rise today to block the bill, and also
do something else, to make clear that
those supporting this bill have a mes-
sage for the American people: Your
vote doesn’t matter. Your community
doesn’t matter. Your livelihood doesn’t
matter.

They are trying to use Washington’s
oldest immigration trick: Call it tem-
porary, extend it forever, and cash in
on a new voter base.

The American people voted to end
this scam. Washington Democrats are
voting to keep it alive and remind you
who they think is really in charge.

Here is the truth Democrats won’t
say out loud: They never, ever plan to
end any of these programs. They call
them temporary to get them started,
then they manufacture an excuse for
every extension—another year, another
election, another deadline ignored.

By the time the public notices, tem-
porary status has become permanent
residency in everything but name.
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Democrats can use this scam to build
a new political constituency, a new
voter base. Haiti was first designated
for temporary protected status fol-
lowing the 2010 earthquake. The des-
ignation was supposed to last for 18
months; it has now lasted 16 years. Yet,
we are still being told that this is a
temporary program. In Washington,
temporary, apparently, means forever.

A child born when Haitian TPS began
is nearly old enough to vote or sponsor
their family for green cards now. That
is how long Washington has been call-
ing this program temporary for the
Haitians who are here. TPS was cre-
ated for emergencies. Democrats
turned it into a one-way racket to-
wards permanent mass migration.

Here is how the racket works: An
emergency creates temporary status.
Then the emergency passes, but the
status stays. The deadline arrives, but
Washington extends it. The voters de-
mand enforcement; the Democrats
refuse.

Every click moves towards perma-
nence; none moves back toward the
law. That is the TPS racket. Demo-
crats have decided that mass migration
must continue and that no President
chosen by the American people, who
ran on this issue, by the way, will ever
be permitted to end it. That is the real
purpose of the bill. Its supporters will
wrap this bill in language of compas-
sion, but they never seem to have any
compassion for the American worker,
competing against an ever-expanding
cheap labor supply.

They have no compassion for families
priced out of housing, workers whose
wages are undercut, schools punished
and pushed beyond capacity, or com-
munities forced to absorb decisions
Washington made for them that they
voted against. Their compassion al-
ways flows outward, but the bill always
arrives on your doorstep.

America is not a global refugee camp.
America is not a get-rich scheme for
the Third World. America is our home.
And when houseguests become squat-
ters, you don’t delay enforcement; you
call the sheriff and you send them
home. That is exactly what we must do
here today.

If Democrats want 350,000 Haitians to
stay permanently, they should say it
plainly. Introduce a bill. Put your
name on it. Vote for the permanent
status. Then explain that vote to the
American people. Quit with the games.
But stop calling permanent immigra-
tion temporary. The voters are not stu-
pid, and they already made their
choice. The voters demanded enforce-
ment. President Trump is delivering on
that, but Democrats are fighting to
keep the same old scam alive.

I have the power to stop this non-
sense bill, and I am going to use it.
That is why I am here today. So I ob-
ject to the bill, which would keep
350,000 Haitians here permanently. I ob-
ject to changing temporary to perma-
nent. I object to flooding American
communities with cheap foreign labor.
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I object to treating foreigners as the
priority and Americans as the after-
thought. I object to mass migration.

Temporary must mean temporary;
and elections have consequences,
therefore, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, the ob-
jection we just heard is exactly why
this law to protect Haiti TPS is nec-
essary, and I am incredibly dis-
appointed in my Republican colleagues
for turning their backs on the Haitian
TPS community in this dire time.

TPS represents America’s long-
standing commitment to serve as a
beacon of hope and refuge for the vul-
nerable. To honor and to protect Hai-
tian TPS holders is a moral duty. It is
also an acknowledgment of the im-
mense contributions TPS holders make
to our families, to our neighborhoods.

And for years, TPS holders have reli-
ably, patiently, and emphatically of-
fered stability and dignity and security
to so many.

The Senator from Missouri said the
keyword is ‘‘temporary’’; no, the key-
word is ‘‘protection.”

The duration of how long it should be
extended to give people protection is
what we are debating here today. If the
State Department says it is too dan-
gerous for Americans to go to Haiti,
then Haitians who are given TPS pro-
tections are also living with a danger
that is too great for them and their
families to be returned to a State De-
partment-designated country too dan-
gerous to visit.

They only ask for something that is
just so clear, so decent, so obvious—
just the stability of preserving their
status, the dignity to live without fear,
the security of not being returned to
danger. It is the least we owe to them.
But this fight to protect Haiti and its
TPS protections is not over.

To the families lying awake tonight
afraid of what comes next: We will con-
tinue to fight for you. To the children
asking if their parents will be here in
the morning: We will continue to fight
for you. To every person who did every-
thing right, who followed the rules,
who believed in the promise of Amer-
ica: We will continue to fight for you.

We are not done. This administration
and Senate Republicans cannot take
away your humanity, your dignity,
your future. We are going to continue
to fight, and it is my honor to be able
to partner with the great Senator from
Delaware, my partner in this effort,
the great Senator LISA BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Presi-
dent, let me begin by thanking Senator
ED MARKEY for your leadership, for
your compassion, for your brilliance on
this issue, as well as the great Con-
gresswoman AYANNA PRESSLEY, who we
are proud to have in the room today.

You know, the State of Massachu-
setts is such a powerful State for free-
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dom, justice, and liberty. You embody
the ideals that we were sent here to
fight for.

And so I too am disappointed in our
colleague’s objection. I think what we
proposed here that Congresswoman
PRESSLEY was able to pass in the House
on a bipartisan—she got it done. She
was doing what we need to get done
here in the Senate.

And what we wanted to do was clear
and simple. We wanted a bill that
would extend temporary protected sta-
tus for Haitian immigrants.

Why is that so important?

TPS is a designation the Department
of Homeland Security can give to a for-
eign country to indicate that it is un-
safe for its citizens to return home.
Home. They weren’t fleeing here be-
cause they don’t want to be home; it
was unsafe.

And there are many reasons that a
country could receive this designation:
Ongoing conflicts like a civil war or
gang violence, a natural disaster like a
hurricane or an earthquake, or tem-
porary conditions like civil unrest.

Unfortunately, at this time, Haiti
meets all three requirements. Yet, the
Trump administration, with the help of
a Supreme Court decision, as well as
colleagues here, has decided to termi-
nate TPS status for Haiti.

This policy decision is driven by cru-
elty and xenophobia, and it has real
consequences. The decision to uproot
your entire life and start again in a dif-
ferent country isn’t something some-
one takes lightly. The reality for many
Haitians is this: decades of corrupt
governance was ended by a political as-
sassination 5 years ago. The country
has been in political turmoil ever
since. Daily life is characterized by
civil unrest, violence, and kidnappings
by armed gangs.

On top of that, hurricanes and earth-
quakes have left the country with lim-
ited access to healthcare, food, and
public services.

There are real, tangible reasons that
350,000 Haitians have fled to the United
States for pursuit of a better life: real
reasons, reasons that your own fami-
lies could not withstand.

In my home State of Delaware, this
is deeply personal. Delaware is called
the ‘‘State of Neighbors,” and over
5,000 of those neighbors are Haitian im-
migrants with TPS status. And at this
moment, they are scared. They are ter-
rified that they will lose their status
and be unable to work and, ultimately,
deported back to Haiti. Families are
worried that they won’t be able to
make ends meet or, worse, be forcibly
deported from a country they have
grown to call home.

These are real people with a real
stake in the decisions that we make
here in this body, people like Marie,
who came to Delaware with her family
when she was 12. Her memories of
growing up are full of Sundays spent at
church, going to mass in the morning,
spending the day with her family at
the pastor’s house, and then going back
to afternoon service.
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Now an adult, Marie became one of
the very first Haitian Realtors in our
State, where she helps families buy
their first homes, establish roots, and
get one step closer to the American
dream.

Or people like Anne—she received a
deportation letter last April. Everyone
in her family received the letter, in-
cluding her 1-year-old niece—her 1-
year-old niece.

Anne and her family fled to Delaware
after a gang war broke out in Haiti fol-
lowing the assassination of the Presi-
dent in 2021. Receiving deportation let-
ters left them depressed and scared.
They were sent into a tailspin and
faced a devastating choice: Do you stay
here illegally? They don’t want to do
that. Do you stay here illegally? Do
you try to figure it out and go back to
a country with danger and chaos with a
small child or do you flee?

As I said before, Delaware is a State
of neighbors, and we are losing neigh-
bors. Anne and her entire family have
fled.

Now, if the moral imperative doesn’t
convince you, I will try the economic.
Hundreds of thousands of Haitian TPS
recipients are in our workforce. These
are good, hard-working people. They
work in healthcare, in agriculture.
They are small business owners, Real-
tors, pastors, and more.

They are necessary contributors to
our economy. They provide over $300
million in taxes every year and gen-
erate over $5.9 billion for our economy.

The loss of the Haitian TPS work-
force would impact and cause harm to
multiple industries, from the ag sector
to education, to healthcare, including
nursing homes, hospitals, and senior
centers. My office has already heard re-
ports from private employers who are
being forced to let these employees go,
whose authorizations are tied to TPS.

Today, we had a chance to set things
right. We had a chance to extend these
protections to our Haitian neighbors.
We had a chance to do the right thing.
But I am here to tell you, yes, elec-
tions have consequences, and people
are watching. And we are not giving
up.

Thank you to all of the individuals
who are supporting these families.
Thank you to our staffs who are receiv-
ing the phone calls. Thank you to the
pastors who are praying. Thank you to
all who are fighting for our neighbors.
As I said, we won’t give up.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
want to thank my colleagues Senator
MARKEY and Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER
for bringing this motion to the floor.

I do want to thank Congresswoman
PRESSLEY—who I know had to leave
the floor—for her leadership in the
House.

And like my colleagues, I am ex-
tremely disappointed that Republican
Senators today blocked our ability to
move forward and have a vote on this
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matter and pass this very important
matter, which is to extend temporary
protected status for Haiti.

As my colleagues have said, tem-
porary protected status—TPS—was es-
tablished decades ago with bipartisan
support because Congress understood
then a very basic truth: When people
cannot safely return to their countries
of origin, we do not put their lives at
risk by forcing them to go back. That
is the essence of the protection in TPS,
and that principle is worth defending
today.

For years, hundreds of thousands of
Haitians have lived and worked legally
in the United States of America under
TPS. They built their lives here. They
have paid taxes here, including Social
Security taxes. They started small
businesses here. They are our neigh-
bors, our friends, our colleagues. They
are our community members.

They are deeply rooted in commu-
nities all over the country, including in
my State of Maryland. Some have lived
here for decades—again, legally—with
this status. To rip all of that away,
while the danger in Haiti persists, is
wrong and it is cruel. And it does not
align with the values that the United
States claims to stand for, and yet that
is exactly what the Trump administra-
tion is doing. And, sadly, it is what our
Republican Senate colleagues just did
in their motion.

And I do want to underscore what
Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER and Senator
MARKEY have said. They may be able to
block it today in the U.S. Senate, but
we will keep working on this matter
because it is a matter of important
American principles.

You know, last year, the administra-
tion moved to terminate Haiti’s TPS
designation, and that action was chal-
lenged in court. And the Federal courts
temporarily blocked that termination.

Then it went to the Supreme Court,
and on a devastating 6-to-3 decision,
the Supreme Court reversed the lower
courts and sided with the Trump ad-
ministration. It was another—in my
view—very bad decision from this Su-
preme Court that will have very harm-
ful consequences for the Haitian com-
munity but, really, for all of our com-
munities because now TPS holders face
imminent loss of their legal status and
of their work authorizations, the latter
of which is slated to happen as soon as
the end of this week.

So let’s be clear about what that
means. Let’s just be clear about the
harm that we are forcing these individ-
uals to face. It means hundreds of
thousands of our community members
who followed the rules, worked legally,
paid taxes, and built lives in this coun-
try will lose their ability to work le-
gally and be forced to return to a coun-
try where it is not safe to return.

That is the reality right now. Anyone
following the situation in Haiti knows
it remains very dangerous. Indeed, as
my colleagues have said, the State De-
partment continues to warn Americans
not to travel to Haiti because of crime,
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kidnapping, terrorism, and
other factors.

The country remains under a state of
emergency, and the U.S. Government
has extremely limited ability to pro-
vide any emergency assistance, even to
our own citizens who are there now.

And the humanitarian situation
there continues to deteriorate. When
you are evaluating whether it is safe to
force anybody back to their country of
origin, we are supposed to look at
whether the situation is getting better
or worse. It is getting worse over a
long period of time in Haiti. While
there are some small signs of hope
right now, the reality is, it is a very,
very dangerous place

In fact, 1.5 million people have been
displaced from their homes. More than
half the population needs humani-
tarian assistance. More than 5.8 mil-
lion people are expected to face hunger
this year. Meanwhile, armed gangs con-
tinue to control large parts of Port-au-
Prince and other parts of the country.

A lot of these gangs are responsible
for Kkillings, kidnappings, sexual vio-
lence, and forced displacements of en-
tire communities. And yet, by the deci-
sion the Republican Senator took to
the floor, blocking this action, they are
forcing people who have been members
of our community for a long time—
again, working here legally—forcing
them back into imminent danger and
harm.

You know, we shouldn’t be doing
this, colleagues. We should not be forc-
ing anybody back into a situation of
imminent harm, especially people who
have been here and working legally and
playing by all of the rules. And now we
are changing the rules on them mid-
stream because what had been a bipar-
tisan law of the temporary protected
status program is now having the ‘‘pro-
tected status” part of it ripped out by
our colleagues. So this is really part of
the Trump administration’s mass de-
portation strategy.

You know, the President told Ameri-
cans that they were going to go after
the ‘“‘worst of the worst.” You know,
we had a vote on this floor weeks back.
I think it was a unanimous vote that,
you know, folks who have committed
crimes—people who are dangerous to
our communities—yes, the worst of the
worst should be essentially held ac-
countable and deported.

But folks under TPS? These are peo-
ple who are working legally in our
country. These are people paying taxes.
These are not the worst of the worst. In
fact, they have to check in every single
year and make sure that they continue
to meet the requirements of the law.
And yet these are the people—these are
the people—that the President and now
our Republican colleagues seek to up-
root and send into certain danger.

Sadly, the Supreme Court—the
Trump-stacked Supreme Court—went
along with these decisions, but we have
a chance in this body to fix that. And
that was what we tried to do today
with Senator MARKEY’s motion.
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Again, it was blocked by our Repub-
lican colleagues, but this will not be
the end of this debate. It will not be
the end of this discussion because the
essence of TPS was, at least at one
time in our country, a bipartisan ef-
fort. On a bipartisan basis, we agreed
that it was wrong to send people back
to their home country if they faced
certain danger. And that is why we al-
lowed these individuals to stay here.
And many of them have made really
successful lives here in our commu-
nities, working—again legally—paying
taxes.

And so it is a very sad day when what
once was a bipartisan consensus to
stand by important principles that had
made this country stronger are shred-
ded by this White House and where we
now have a rubberstamped Congress to
go along with the Trump administra-
tion’s mass deportation agenda.

So I regret the action that was taken
today. I, again, thank my colleague
Senator MARKEY for his efforts, and we
will keep at it together.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ARM-
STRONG). The Senator from Iowa.

PROTECTING AMERICAN TAXPAYERS ACT

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, we have
all received that email from a wealthy
Nigerian ‘‘Prince,” asking us to wire
him some money with promises that he
will return the favor with a huge re-
ward as soon as he can access his for-
tune, or we have gotten that phone call
from an unknown number claiming to
be the IRS, warning that an arrest war-
rant will be issued if we don’t imme-
diately pay off our outstanding tax
debt, and, of course, everyone has been
told that our extended vehicle war-
ranty is about to expire unless we
renew immediately.

Folks, we all know these are scams,
and we aren’t being fooled. Yet, some-
how, government bureaucrats are being
bamboozled by even less sophisticated
schemes, except they are not giving
out access to their own bank accounts
but, rather, to taxpayer dollars and the
U.S. Treasury.

Folks, I am not making this up. A
Nigerian socialite actually submitted
more than 100 fraudulent applications
for unemployment and disability as-
sistance that were approved. He
finagled more than $1.3 million of U.S.
taxpayer money in this scheme. Some
of the funds were intended to provide
daycare services for disabled children,
but he, instead, spent the money on
constructing a luxury resort and night-
club in Nigeria.

This Nigerian ‘“‘Prince of Fraud’’ was
outdone by California prison inmates,
who collected about $1 billion in unem-
ployment benefits by using names like
“John Doe,” ‘“John Adams,” and
“Poopy Britches” while serving time
behind bars.

Other con artists successfully applied
for COVID cash during the pandemic by
using the names of well-known celeb-
rities and fictional characters, like
‘‘Charlie Brown’ and ‘‘Nancy Drew.”
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