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could drag Europe back into the dark 
shadow of the Soviet Union. He 
thought that he would be feared and re-
spected. 

But he is neither strong nor powerful; 
he is a war criminal. 

Putin has made clear his intentions 
to push beyond Ukraine and into NATO 
territory. Russian drones have en-
croached on Polish, Finnish, Lithua-
nian, Latvian, Estonian, and Romanian 
airspace. These were deliberate—delib-
erate—provocations to test NATO’s re-
solve. 

Putin seeks to push deeper into Eu-
rope to see just how far he can go be-
fore we push back. That is why the 
United States and our allies must raise 
the stakes through tougher sanctions 
and a stronger United States’ deter-
rence posture along NATO’s eastern 
flank. 

I commend the Polish and Dutch, 
German, and the Italian Armed Forces 
for their swift and also their profes-
sional response in intercepting drones 
that could have killed innocent civil-
ians during these incursions. Their ac-
tions remind us that NATO’s strength 
lies in that unity and readiness. 

President Trump has made clear that 
Europe must carry more of the burden 
for its own security. Poland, in par-
ticular, has answered that call, com-
mitting 5 percent of its GDP to de-
fense. Other allies are stepping up as 
well. 

This is the path forward, a stronger 
more capable NATO prepared to deter 
but also to defeat any threat. But 
make no mistake on this: Putin under-
stands only one language, and that is 
power. The surest road to peace in Eu-
rope lies in NATO’s strength and 
Ukraine’s survival. 

Yet, strength must also be economic. 
The Kremlin’s war machine runs on 
money it makes from selling cheap oil 
and gas to countries like China and 
India and Brazil. Those nations, well, 
then they profit by turning around and 
reselling Russian energy at a markup, 
and that must end. 

It is long overdue for the financial 
enablers of Russia’s atrocities to pay a 
price. They cannot keep fueling Putin’s 
war and expect business as usual with 
us, with the United States. 

That is why Congress must pass the 
Sanctioning Russia Act. This legisla-
tion would impose mandatory sanc-
tions on Russia’s political leadership, 
financial institutions, energy sector, 
and sanctions evasion networks. By 
employing targeted tariffs, this policy 
would pressure the world’s largest pur-
chasers of Russian energy to reduce 
their dependence on Moscow. 

This gives the President maximum 
flexibility to enforce these measures, 
ensuring both legal strength and polit-
ical durability. 

I am grateful to Senator 
BLUMENTHAL who worked closely with 
Lindsey on this important bipartisan 
legislation, and I am encouraged to see 
him carry this effort forward. 

I was proud to be an early supporter 
of the bill, and I am proud to support 

this updated version now. The Sanc-
tioning Russia Act is the sledge-
hammer that we need, decisive eco-
nomic pressure that cripples Putin’s 
lifeline, and it hastens the day that his 
war with Ukraine is finally going to 
end. 

Peace will not come from weakness 
or hesitation; it will come from 
strength—military, economic, and 
moral strength, welded together by the 
free nations of the world. 

So I ask my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to join our broad coalition 
in supporting this bill. Let us carry on 
Lindsey’s mission. Let us stand up to 
evil. Let us bring freedom and security 
to the people of Ukraine. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 811 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to highlight and ask unanimous 
consent to pass a resolution I intro-
duced to call for greater action from 
the Canadian Government to fight the 
almost annual wildfires that send 
smoke over the border, blanketing 
much of the United States. 

Over the past several days, more 
than 100 million people nationwide 
have been under air quality alerts due 
to the smoke from Canadian wildfires. 
This smoke has real impacts to the 
health and well-being of individuals 
and families. In my home State of 
North Dakota, this is an issue we are 
very familiar with. Unfortunately, over 
the past number of summers, we have 
been experiencing hazy skies from 
wildfires in Canada. 

The United States and Canada have a 
longstanding and close relationship 
based on our shared values and com-
mon interests. I know; I grew up 50 
miles from the border. But with that 
shared border between the United 
States and Canada, we need to manage 
it to the benefit of the people that re-
side in both countries. I mean, we have 
water that flows up into Canada, and 
we are always working on water qual-
ity issues and all those kinds of things. 
We understand that what we do here in 
the United States affects our friends in 
Canada as well. 

So we feel for those in Canada whose 
homes and communities are directly 
impacted by the fires. We also recog-
nize and thank the thousands of fire-
fighters and emergency responders who 
are working to combat wildfires and 
protect lives and personal property 
under dangerous conditions. 

But at the same time, we need re-
sponsible forest management, includ-
ing hazardous fuels reduction, timber 
harvesting, grazing, and other forest 

restoration practices that help reduce 
the severity and frequency of cata-
strophic wildfires. 

With more than 3,640 wildfires in 
Canada this year alone, it is clear that 
more action needs to be taken to pre-
vent and stop these fires. And, in fact, 
in the United States, we have worked 
many years to help our friends in Can-
ada battle these fires, but, clearly, 
more action needs to be taken. 

So the resolution I have introduced 
does three things: Specifically, it rec-
ognizes the significant impact that 
smoke from the Canadian wildfires has 
on the safety, health, and well-being of 
the American people, and it calls upon 
the Government of Canada to take re-
sponsibility for the cross-border impact 
of these wildfires, including immediate 
efforts to extinguish the fires and pre-
vent their reoccurrence. And finally, 
the resolution urges President Trump 
to further discuss with Canadian Prime 
Minister Carney the importance of ex-
tinguishing these fires and finding 
ways to prevent their reoccurrence, 
something that we can do together and 
we should do together for the mutual 
benefit of both our great countries. 

So with that, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 811, which is at the desk. I further 
ask that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, re-

serving the right to object. I am going 
to ask pretty bluntly, what on earth 
are my colleagues doing here? I don’t 
know why Republicans are focused on 
making a really petty and offensive 
statement to Canada, saying they need 
to do a better job of containing wildfire 
smoke as if the Canadian Government 
is letting their forest burn and its own 
citizens inhale wildfire smoke just to 
spite us. This is a joke. Maybe my col-
leagues across the aisle don’t realize 
this, but Canadian firefighters cross 
that border to help us fight our 
wildfires right here all the time. 

And guess what. Our firefighters do 
the exact same when they are able. In 
fact, for the information of all Sen-
ators, a firefighter actually just passed 
away who was helping us fight a wild-
fire in Colorado; he was from British 
Columbia. 

Now, what we don’t do is pass resolu-
tions here telling our friends and our 
neighbors to do a better job of handling 
wildfire smoke. 

And also, maybe somebody should 
alert the President and my colleagues, 
but wildfire smoke from the United 
States often makes its way into Can-
ada. It is happening right now where 
wildfires are burning in Oregon and in 
Washington. 
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I think what this might be really 

about is telling Trump that, Mr. Presi-
dent, look how much we agree with 
you. 

This is a waste of everybody’s time. 
So, respectfully, to my colleagues, un-
derstanding that time on the Senate 
floor is precious, here are my sugges-
tions: Maybe we should pass legislation 
to rehire all of the red card holders 
that Trump fired. Those are the Forest 
Service employees who are trained 
here to help fight wildfires. 

Or how about we pass legislation to 
stop the Trump administration’s so- 
called reorganization of the Forest 
Service, which would actually shutter 
offices across our country, including 
the research labs that helped us study 
the wildfires and pushed out even more 
Forest Service employees. 

Or maybe instead of entertaining 
Trump’s outrageous requests for a $1.5 
trillion war budget, Republicans could 
work with us to adequately fund our 
needs here at home. 

Our Forest Service, right here in the 
United States, is understaffed and 
underresourced. Maybe my colleagues 
don’t realize it, but Trump’s chaotic 
funding cuts and freezes, along with 
the chaotic mass layoffs, have actually 
hurt our public lands and leave us here 
less prepared to prevent and respond to 
wildfires here at home. 

I remember speaking with a Forest 
Service ranger last year. He was a 
longtime dedicated employee. He was a 
former marine. He served our country 
in more ways than one, and he did an 
incredible job. He literally saved peo-
ple’s lives on forest trails, and he 
fought wildfires here and even saved a 
small rural town in my State from 
being burned to the ground. Know what 
happened to him? Trump and DOGE 
fired him. No cause, just fired him. 
That was a huge loss for our State and 
for our country. 

So I do want my colleagues to get se-
rious about the wildfires. And I will 
just say this, the President should ac-
tually apologize to our Canadian neigh-
bors for the many threats and insults 
and, of course, drop those absurd tariffs 
he is imposing on these wildfires. I am 
not holding my breath, so enough with 
gimmicks, Mr. President. You want to 
work together to prevent wildfires? My 
door is wide open, and I hope we can all 
work together to do that. 

But I will tell you what I am not 
going to do: insult our Canadian 
friends to suck up to a President who 
does nothing but threaten our neigh-
bors. 

Thank you, Mr. President, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, if I 

could, I am wondering if my colleague 
heard the speech I just gave. I guess I 
want to repeat it because maybe she 
might have missed it. 

The United States and Canada—this 
is what I said, so I can’t think of a big-
ger mischaracterization of what I just 
said. And I am not even sure why. If 

she wanted to come down and criticize 
our President, that is fine. She can do 
that, I guess, whenever she wants if 
that is what she wants to do. But to 
completely mischaracterize what I 
said, I don’t think is fair. 

So I am going to reiterate what I said 
just a minute ago for the record. 

The United States and Canada have a long-
standing and close relationship based on our 
shared values and common interests. 

I even referenced the fact that I grew 
up 50 miles from the Canadian border. 
I went back and forth to Canada so 
many times I couldn’t even count. 

But, and I go on, with a shared border 
between the United States and Canada, 
we want to manage it to the benefit of 
people residing in both countries. 

We feel for those in Canada whose homes 
and communities are directly impacted. 

I am reading from the speech I just 
wrote; I was listening to the 
mischaracterization. 

We also recognize and thank the thousands 
of firefighters and emergency responders who 
are working to combat wildfires and protect 
lives and personal property under dangerous 
conditions. 

At the same time, we need responsible for-
est management, including hazardous fuels 
reduction, timber harvesting, grazing, and 
other forest restoration practices that help 
reduce the severity and the frequency of cat-
astrophic wildfires. 

With more than 3,640 wildfires in Canada 
this year alone, it is clear that more action 
needs to be taken to prevent and stop these 
fires. 

That is what I am calling for. And in 
the resolution itself, I make it very 
clear that this is something that is im-
portant to benefit both countries. 

So, again, you know, I think it would 
be—if my colleague wants to object, I 
understand she has that right. But I 
think it is unfair to characterize that 
other than I am saying we need more 
action on these wildfires. 

Now, if she feels we don’t need more 
action on these wildfires, it is just fine, 
OK. But she shouldn’t misrepresent 
what I am trying to do, which is call 
attention to the fact that we need 
more work done so we can avoid these 
wildfires in the future and that that is 
something that is mutually beneficial 
for both of our Nations. 

And with that, I would yield the floor 
to my colleague the good Senator from 
Ohio. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, if I 
could respond quickly. If the Senator 
would just let me respond quickly be-
fore you pass it on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, let me 
just say to my friend, and he is a 
friend, and I do hear his quiet, calm 
tone. I appreciate it. It is not some-
thing we all often hear here. But I will 
say this, in the words that you hear 
from this resolution, if you are a Cana-
dian, it is that we are insulting them 
by saying you are not trying to fight 
your forest fires. 

And I will tell you this, I am working 
my tail off to help us fight our 

wildfires; our Canadian friends are as 
well. And I think, in this very height-
ened time—when I know I don’t live far 
from the border either; we have a lot of 
trade with our Canadian friends; we go 
back and forth—they feel very insulted 
by a lot that is going on. So I think 
this adds fuel to that fire. 

So what I say to my friend, let’s 
work on our country, making sure that 
we are fighting our forest fires, which I 
outlined in my response to you, of 
some of the things we can do, and I be-
lieve that our Canadian friends are 
doing the same. But that is why I ob-
ject at this time. 

Mr. HOEVEN. And to my colleague 
from Washington, we work together on 
many things, important things. I ap-
preciate that. I think we both come 
from border States and recognize the 
importance of this incredible bond and 
relationship that we have with our 
friends in Canada, and I want to make 
clear, I have tremendous respect, ap-
preciation, and admiration for our 
friends and allies and that this is about 
working together for mutual benefit. 

And with that, I would yield to my 
good friend and colleague from the 
State of Ohio. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BANKS). The Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, very 
briefly, let me make a couple of things 
clear. This resolution isn’t about in-
sulting Canadians; this resolution is 
about calling out inept leaders in Can-
ada. I have total and complete respect 
for the people of Canada. Unfortu-
nately, they are victimized by terrible 
leaders. 

To just turn a blind eye to the fact 
that they just dumped in your State 
and my State the equivalent of a year’s 
worth of auto pollution in America, on 
the Midwest, and pretend it isn’t man-
made—they don’t have centralized re-
sponse. 

This idea that they helped us is to-
tally false. They charge us to come to 
the United States to help put out our 
forest fires that, by the way, are also 
created by ineptitude in Washington, 
Oregon, and California. And then when 
our firefighters ask to go to Canada to 
help them, they prevent them from 
coming in. 

So this is completely a manmade dis-
aster, but it is not made by the people 
of Canada; it is made by the leaders of 
Canada. And shame on them, and 
shame on anybody apologizing for what 
they are doing to the people of our 
States. 

VOTE ON MARTIN NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Martin nomination? 

Mr. MORENO. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:16 Jul 23, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G22JY6.018 S22JYPT1jw
at

so
n 

on
 D

S
K

G
B

H
N

X
B

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-08-08T09:56:00-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




