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being among the world’s most repres-
sive governments, the Trump adminis-
tration is still sending tax dollars to 
them. 

They are going after our allies. Is the 
UK or the EU or Australia a threat to 
democracy? 

One more example: The State Depart-
ment set up a $200 million fund to 
make private sector investments in 
and around Armenia, and the guy they 
appointed to lead it just so happens to 
be one of Trump’s ballroom donors and 
has deep business ties in the region. 

You could have made a credible argu-
ment that USAID strayed from its cen-
tral mission by supporting societal and 
cultural activities, that it tried to do 
too many things in too many places 
and that actually focusing our efforts 
on a few key priorities was a better 
strategy. But they didn’t do that. They 
have just picked their own rightwing 
version of wokeness to fund with tax-
payer dollars. 

And so we are only partially through 
metabolizing what has happened to for-
eign aid globally and in the United 
States. The good news is that we have 
reestablished the bipartisan principle 
that we should still be present in the 
world, that we should still alleviate 
suffering, that we should still provide 
economic assistance, that we should 
still respond to disasters, that we 
should still do foreign military financ-
ing, and that all of that is the right 
thing to do because we are the good 
guys. And, also, all of that is the right 
thing to do because it is way cheaper 
than any military engagement, and 
winning hearts and minds is just a hell 
of a lot cheaper than going to war. And 
so we reestablished that principle in 
the legislative context. 

But now the State Department has to 
start executing on what the law says. 
And this is not like the USAID thing, 
where we gave them a pile of money 
and gave them the authority to do a 
bunch of grants and then they canceled 
a bunch of grants and moved things 
around. I may have objected to that, 
but that was permissible. What they 
are doing now is not permissible. 
PEPFAR money is not a choice they 
get to make; it is a choice we already 
made. Gavi money is not a choice they 
get to make; it is a choice we already 
made. The Global Fund money is not a 
choice they get to make; it is a choice 
we already made. These are things in 
statutory law. 

They are not the Ford Foundation, 
where they say: Well, we have changed 
our grant criteria. 

This is a matter of Federal law, and 
they have to follow it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
WAIVING QUORUM CALLS 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to 
the Pozos and Traynor nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. FISCHER. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic leader. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1804 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, 
Trump’s corruption has no ceiling, and 
it apparently doesn’t have an altitude 
limit either. Trump’s $400 million lux-
ury jet is the single biggest bribe an 
American President has ever accepted 
from another country in all of Amer-
ican history—the single biggest bribe 
in all of American history. And make 
no mistake about it, Trump’s so-called 
palace in the sky is a boondoggle at 
40,000 feet. 

If you thought this illegal gift was 
bad before, it is even worse now. We 
just learned that this new jet wasn’t 
safe enough for Trump to make the re-
turn flight from the NATO summit in 
Turkiye, a country that borders on 
Iran. It doesn’t have the counter-
measures for heat-seeking missiles and 
the other security equipment that it 
needs to keep the President safe. 

The rest of the Air Force One fleet 
had all these security features, but 
Trump left them in the hangar back at 
home. 

So I call on Senate Republicans to 
pass my Presidential Airlift Security 
Act so Americans don’t have to pay to 
upgrade Trump’s luxury jet when he al-
ready has access to a fleet of U.S. 
planes that are far safer and far less ex-
pensive to maintain. 

The luxury jet may have come 
wrapped in a bow for Donald Trump, 
but it came with a massive price tag 
for the American people. Trump is ask-
ing taxpayers to fork over an esti-
mated $1 billion to retrofit and max 
out his flying palace so it can meet the 
security standards of the existing Air 
Force One fleet that, of course, we al-
ready paid for. 

Americans can’t afford gas, can’t af-
ford groceries, can’t afford the electric 
bill, but Trump thinks they can afford 
to fly him in style. 

Trump’s luxury jet also poses a great 
risk to our national security. All the 
experts agree: no matter how many 
modifications are made or how much is 
spent or how intensely it is retrofitted, 
there will never be 100 percent con-
fidence that the plane is secure. This is 
not a gamble anyone should be willing 
to take. 

I introduced this legislation last 
year, but every single Republican Sen-
ator voted against the bill. Now, with 
this new information, hopefully they 
will see the light, what a boondoggle 
this is. 

Why do they back up Trump on every 
one of his boondoggles that is as plain 
as can be for Americans to see is a 
gross waste of taxpayer dollars and 
gross corruption? 

Why don’t they ever stop him? 
Whether it is the slush fund, the ball-

room, the family tax exemption deal, 
or this Air Force One nonsense, we see 
a new grift coming out of this adminis-
tration every day. 

Where are the Republicans? 

Senate Republicans need to stop let-
ting Trump off the hook for fleecing 
the American people. 

And so, as if in legislative session 
and notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be dis-
charged and the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of S. 1804; 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Nebraska. 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, re-

serving the right to object, I would like 
to say a few words about Senator SCHU-
MER’s legislation on the Presidential 
airlift. 

This has been discussed before, and it 
was voted down earlier this year as 
part of a vote-arama that we partici-
pated in. 

Senator SCHUMER’s legislation would 
prevent any funding to be used to mod-
ify a foreign aircraft for Presidential 
airlift. We made this point during the 
vote-arama. The Senator is trying to 
make a political point today, of course, 
about the VC–25 Bridge aircraft, which 
was made in America and then owned 
by Qatar. 

Unfortunately, this legislation would 
also apply to a different aircraft, the 
Survivable Airborne Operations Center 
aircraft, or SAOC. Those aircraft were 
actually purchased from Korean Air. 
So this legislation would hamper a cru-
cial program that ensures Presidential 
safety in the event of a nuclear war. 

Thus, Senator SCHUMER’s bill would 
significantly harm our U.S. nuclear de-
terrents. To be clear, the SAOC is the 
cornerstone of our NC3 modernization. 
This is the plane that will command 
and control our nuclear weapons on 
America’s worst day. 

We cannot play these political games 
with the NC3. So with that, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Nebraska. 
SANCTIONING RUSSIA ACT 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, 
Lindsey Graham, a friend, a colleague, 
and a tireless national security advo-
cate. He was a true leader in strength-
ening our military and our country’s 
defense, and I miss him dearly. I am so 
pleased that his sister DARLINE now 
serves here in this institution. She is 
carrying on his legacy and honoring his 
commitment to the people of South 
Carolina and to this country. 

So I rise here today to, yes, pay trib-
ute to Lindsey Graham, but to also call 
on my colleagues to help us carry on 
one of his greatest efforts: ending 
Putin’s barbaric and unjust war 
against sovereign Ukraine. 

For more than 4 years, the Ukrainian 
people have shown extraordinary resil-
ience and resolve. They have defended 
their homeland with courage that has 
inspired the world. 

In 2022, Putin thought he could seize 
eastern Ukraine in days. He thought he 
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could drag Europe back into the dark 
shadow of the Soviet Union. He 
thought that he would be feared and re-
spected. 

But he is neither strong nor powerful; 
he is a war criminal. 

Putin has made clear his intentions 
to push beyond Ukraine and into NATO 
territory. Russian drones have en-
croached on Polish, Finnish, Lithua-
nian, Latvian, Estonian, and Romanian 
airspace. These were deliberate—delib-
erate—provocations to test NATO’s re-
solve. 

Putin seeks to push deeper into Eu-
rope to see just how far he can go be-
fore we push back. That is why the 
United States and our allies must raise 
the stakes through tougher sanctions 
and a stronger United States’ deter-
rence posture along NATO’s eastern 
flank. 

I commend the Polish and Dutch, 
German, and the Italian Armed Forces 
for their swift and also their profes-
sional response in intercepting drones 
that could have killed innocent civil-
ians during these incursions. Their ac-
tions remind us that NATO’s strength 
lies in that unity and readiness. 

President Trump has made clear that 
Europe must carry more of the burden 
for its own security. Poland, in par-
ticular, has answered that call, com-
mitting 5 percent of its GDP to de-
fense. Other allies are stepping up as 
well. 

This is the path forward, a stronger 
more capable NATO prepared to deter 
but also to defeat any threat. But 
make no mistake on this: Putin under-
stands only one language, and that is 
power. The surest road to peace in Eu-
rope lies in NATO’s strength and 
Ukraine’s survival. 

Yet, strength must also be economic. 
The Kremlin’s war machine runs on 
money it makes from selling cheap oil 
and gas to countries like China and 
India and Brazil. Those nations, well, 
then they profit by turning around and 
reselling Russian energy at a markup, 
and that must end. 

It is long overdue for the financial 
enablers of Russia’s atrocities to pay a 
price. They cannot keep fueling Putin’s 
war and expect business as usual with 
us, with the United States. 

That is why Congress must pass the 
Sanctioning Russia Act. This legisla-
tion would impose mandatory sanc-
tions on Russia’s political leadership, 
financial institutions, energy sector, 
and sanctions evasion networks. By 
employing targeted tariffs, this policy 
would pressure the world’s largest pur-
chasers of Russian energy to reduce 
their dependence on Moscow. 

This gives the President maximum 
flexibility to enforce these measures, 
ensuring both legal strength and polit-
ical durability. 

I am grateful to Senator 
BLUMENTHAL who worked closely with 
Lindsey on this important bipartisan 
legislation, and I am encouraged to see 
him carry this effort forward. 

I was proud to be an early supporter 
of the bill, and I am proud to support 

this updated version now. The Sanc-
tioning Russia Act is the sledge-
hammer that we need, decisive eco-
nomic pressure that cripples Putin’s 
lifeline, and it hastens the day that his 
war with Ukraine is finally going to 
end. 

Peace will not come from weakness 
or hesitation; it will come from 
strength—military, economic, and 
moral strength, welded together by the 
free nations of the world. 

So I ask my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to join our broad coalition 
in supporting this bill. Let us carry on 
Lindsey’s mission. Let us stand up to 
evil. Let us bring freedom and security 
to the people of Ukraine. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 811 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to highlight and ask unanimous 
consent to pass a resolution I intro-
duced to call for greater action from 
the Canadian Government to fight the 
almost annual wildfires that send 
smoke over the border, blanketing 
much of the United States. 

Over the past several days, more 
than 100 million people nationwide 
have been under air quality alerts due 
to the smoke from Canadian wildfires. 
This smoke has real impacts to the 
health and well-being of individuals 
and families. In my home State of 
North Dakota, this is an issue we are 
very familiar with. Unfortunately, over 
the past number of summers, we have 
been experiencing hazy skies from 
wildfires in Canada. 

The United States and Canada have a 
longstanding and close relationship 
based on our shared values and com-
mon interests. I know; I grew up 50 
miles from the border. But with that 
shared border between the United 
States and Canada, we need to manage 
it to the benefit of the people that re-
side in both countries. I mean, we have 
water that flows up into Canada, and 
we are always working on water qual-
ity issues and all those kinds of things. 
We understand that what we do here in 
the United States affects our friends in 
Canada as well. 

So we feel for those in Canada whose 
homes and communities are directly 
impacted by the fires. We also recog-
nize and thank the thousands of fire-
fighters and emergency responders who 
are working to combat wildfires and 
protect lives and personal property 
under dangerous conditions. 

But at the same time, we need re-
sponsible forest management, includ-
ing hazardous fuels reduction, timber 
harvesting, grazing, and other forest 

restoration practices that help reduce 
the severity and frequency of cata-
strophic wildfires. 

With more than 3,640 wildfires in 
Canada this year alone, it is clear that 
more action needs to be taken to pre-
vent and stop these fires. And, in fact, 
in the United States, we have worked 
many years to help our friends in Can-
ada battle these fires, but, clearly, 
more action needs to be taken. 

So the resolution I have introduced 
does three things: Specifically, it rec-
ognizes the significant impact that 
smoke from the Canadian wildfires has 
on the safety, health, and well-being of 
the American people, and it calls upon 
the Government of Canada to take re-
sponsibility for the cross-border impact 
of these wildfires, including immediate 
efforts to extinguish the fires and pre-
vent their reoccurrence. And finally, 
the resolution urges President Trump 
to further discuss with Canadian Prime 
Minister Carney the importance of ex-
tinguishing these fires and finding 
ways to prevent their reoccurrence, 
something that we can do together and 
we should do together for the mutual 
benefit of both our great countries. 

So with that, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 811, which is at the desk. I further 
ask that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, re-

serving the right to object. I am going 
to ask pretty bluntly, what on earth 
are my colleagues doing here? I don’t 
know why Republicans are focused on 
making a really petty and offensive 
statement to Canada, saying they need 
to do a better job of containing wildfire 
smoke as if the Canadian Government 
is letting their forest burn and its own 
citizens inhale wildfire smoke just to 
spite us. This is a joke. Maybe my col-
leagues across the aisle don’t realize 
this, but Canadian firefighters cross 
that border to help us fight our 
wildfires right here all the time. 

And guess what. Our firefighters do 
the exact same when they are able. In 
fact, for the information of all Sen-
ators, a firefighter actually just passed 
away who was helping us fight a wild-
fire in Colorado; he was from British 
Columbia. 

Now, what we don’t do is pass resolu-
tions here telling our friends and our 
neighbors to do a better job of handling 
wildfire smoke. 

And also, maybe somebody should 
alert the President and my colleagues, 
but wildfire smoke from the United 
States often makes its way into Can-
ada. It is happening right now where 
wildfires are burning in Oregon and in 
Washington. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:16 Jul 23, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G22JY6.016 S22JYPT1jw
at

so
n 

on
 D

S
K

G
B

H
N

X
B

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-07-23T12:46:42-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




