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Capitol for a ceremony to honor the late
Senator Lindsey O. Graham.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. CASSIDY. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 37) was agreed to.

(The concurrent resolution is printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted
Resolutions.””)

————

WORLD ELDER ABUSE
AWARENESS DAY

ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS
MONTH

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
809, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 809) designating June
15, 2026, as ‘“World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day’’ and the month of June 2026 as ‘‘Elder
Abuse Awareness Month’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agree to, the preamble be agreed to,
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

CONSTITUTING THE MAJORITY
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED NINETEENTH CON-
GRESS, OR UNTIL THEIR SUC-
CESSORS ARE CHOSEN

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
810, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 810) constituting the
majority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Nineteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

809) was
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Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 810) was
agreed to.
(The resolution is printed in the

RECORD of July 15, 2026, under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
22, 2026

Mr. CASSIDY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate complete its
business today, it stand adjourned
until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, July 22;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate be in a period of morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted
to speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator BOOKER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

———

IRAN

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I know I
share this with 99 colleagues; that
there is grief yet again hanging over
the TU.S. Senate and hanging over
America because soldiers who have
sworn an oath to our Constitution—
who have sworn to serve and defend
this Nation—have fallen.

Several weeks ago, I had a conversa-
tion with someone who had been my
colleague who is now the Secretary of
State. I asked about this war, and Sec-
retary Rubio looked me in the eyes,
under oath, and told me that the war
was over. Several weeks before that,
the President and his administration
stood before the American people and
told them we had won the war.

I want to tell you right now that the
soldiers who died this past week died in
the war, and we are mourning the loss.

This is not a left or a right thing.
This is a time when we come together
beyond anything partisan and under-
stand that soldiers have fallen—three
soldiers and possibly a fourth. They
were Kkilled in action in a war that we
have been told is over and a war that I
believe firmly should end. Their names
deserve to be spoken on this floor and
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in the Congress of the United States. I
want to speak their names: 1LT Tyler
James Feehan of Hawaii; he was 25
years old. Private Isabella Gonzales of
Texas; she was 19 years old. SGT Mi-
chael Emmanuel Swinton of North
Carolina, killed at Erbil Airbase in
northern Iraq—30 years old—19, 25, and
30. My prayers are with their families.
I can’t even begin to imagine the grief.

As it stands today, 17 American serv-
icemembers have paid the ultimate
price for this war. There are 17 Ameri-
cans and 17 families who won’t sit for a
meal with their loved ones—17 lives
that a nation cannot get back. No mat-
ter how many times we say it, the pain
still lasts. These are 17 reasons I be-
lieve the American people and the men
and women who wear this country’s
uniform are owed more from us.

We know, in this body, that every
single day we are privy to information;
that every single day we go into classi-
fied settings and hear about the fact
that every single day there are Ameri-
cans standing up for our country in
dangerous places who are doing dan-
gerous things. It is one of the more so-
bering parts of this job to know that I
bear a responsibility, along with my 99
colleagues, for those men and women
who step forward, swear their oath, put
on their uniforms, and go all over the
globe for us under the Commander in
Chief, the President of the United
States.

Now, the idea behind our democracy
is that they don’t go at the orders of
their commanders, but they go to rep-
resent a country that has a form of
government, a Republic, that is a na-
tion of laws. They swear an oath to the
Constitution, and we, too, swear that
same oath. We stand right there in the
well of the Senate. We raise our hands,
and we swear an oath. There is no
measure of courage to do this job.
Rarely, have I seen Senators face real
imminent danger. The truth of the
matter is that the courage evidenced
by men and women in uniform should
serve as an inspiration to us in that
maybe we are not putting ourselves to
the physical tests that they are but
that we, too, have to make a decision
to honor their courage with our moral
courage.

This week, we learned—to my sur-
prise and, frankly, inciting my anger—
that the Pentagon severely under-
counted the number of servicemembers
who have been injured. We were told
that over 400 servicemembers have
been injured since February 28. Now we
are learning that, in the last 2 weeks
alone, more than 100 more American
servicemembers have been injured in
spiraling strikes between the United
States and Iran. Some have been seri-
ously injured, and some have already
been back at work—many of them back
in harm’s way.

I fear that we are seeing a pattern.
The administration has not told Con-
gress or the American people the truth
about the cost of this war, nor the cost
to our men and women who put on the
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uniform; not the cost to the military
families who have family members in
harm’s way, nor the 17 families who
will not have family members coming
home. Now we are listening to the Con-
gress of the United States in both
Chambers. We have seen votes in ma-
jorities in both Chambers to end this
war, but instead of listening to that
will, instead of listening to the Amer-
ican people as to a war that is im-
mensely unpopular, we seem to be re-
peating over and over again what I be-
lieve is an unjust continuation of a war
that is not upheld or supported by the
law of our land or by the Constitution
we swore an oath to.

This brings to me the urgency of this
moment, and the death of more Amer-
ican soldiers highlights what we are
doing here. History is looking at us in
this moment. Right now, as we speak,
there are people in harm’s way. History
is looking at us in this moment. How
will our moral courage stand alongside
those courageous people who are rep-
resenting our country?

My heart is heavy; my spirit grieves.
And I know I am not alone. When
deaths like this happen, we shouldn’t
just go on like this is normal. When
people die in service of our country, in
combat, we shouldn’t treat it like an-
other day here in America. It is not.

So how do we express our commit-
ment to country? How can it lie in con-
gruency with theirs? How can we honor
them in this body beyond condolences,
thoughts, and prayers?

I believe what the call of this body is
in this moment, in the shadow of their
immense brilliance, that we have an
obligation to honor them, not with
words, but in how we give the best
measure of our devotion to the laws of
our land.

I find it unconscionable that the
stakes are so high in this country
where we are spending tens of billions
of dollars—that factually could be
going to our schools, tens of billions of
dollars could be going to our
healthcare, tens of billions of dollars
that could be paying down our national
debt, tens of billions of dollars that
don’t just come out of nowhere, but
they come from hard-working tax-
payers who pay their taxes into a sys-
tem that they put faith and trust in.
And what is happening with this
money that we are expending for
bombs and missiles and planes and per-
sonnel?

What is happening is we expend this
money. Well, what is apparent to me is
what is not happening. You see, our
Founders understood the nature of war,
and they understood—in light of Kings
and Queens and Monarchs who so eas-
ily pushed their country into war with
no consequence, how easily they put
lives on the line, sent men and women
into battles—it was such a significant
understanding that they had that they
said: No individual should be able to
unilaterally send our men and women,
our children, into war; that we should
put appropriate checks and balances on
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those decisions. Our Founders knew
the consequence of war, the burden of
war. They knew the hell of war, the
tragic consequence to families, the
pain and agony of death, and they
knew that those decisions should not
be made by an individual who might be
overcome with some kind of ill-con-
ceived notions and draw our country
into war where we give the best of who
we are.

The best of America is not our
wealth; it is the young men and women
who hold the hope of America.

And so the Constitution is clear: Do
not let one person drag our Nation into
war. They took that power and placed
it not with an Executive. They placed
that power with this body, with Con-
gress so that there would be debate and
discussion; so that there would be ar-
guments into the night; and so that
people would understand with the grav-
ity of such a commitment that we
would make sure that the will of the
people would be the first decision-
makers for a war.

And that any President that was con-
ducting the war would not conduct it
above accountability but would have
checks and balance. That is the Con-
stitution of the United States. Those
imperfect geniuses understood that in
moments like this when our Nation is
at war, where men and women are com-
ing home not alive but in body bags,
that we should honor them by making
sure that the will of our Nation was be-
hind that war.

And here we are, since the end of
February, month after month. Soldiers
injured by the hundreds. Lives lost.
And the question is: What are we doing
in this body?

Have we granted the authority to the
Executive to go to war? No, we haven’t.

Have we exercised our constitutional
authority? No, we haven’t.

Have we debated this war and had to
make a decision by voting yes or no to
allow the President to conduct this
war? We have not.

We have men and women who are
fighting to defend our Nation’s laws
and Constitution, and here we are not
living up to it. To me, that is a living
shame, that men and women are risk-
ing their lives for the Constitution we
serve, and we can’t even live up to the
roles that we are to play within that
constitutional Republic.

What does it say that men and
women are dying for this country and
we are not even living up to its laws?
That men and women are paying the
ultimate sacrifice for our Nation and
we can’t even stand up and do the spe-
cific duty spelled out by our country?

All hundred of us grieve these losses.
No one should say any different. I
know my colleagues. There is not a
person here that doesn’t anguish over
the loss, but that is not enough in this
moment. That is inadequate when it
comes to honoring these men and
women.

What this moment calls for is more
than thoughts and prayers, more than
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the hurt and the grief. It calls for us to
do our job. We owe it to them. We owe
them truth. We owe them account-
ability. We owe them checks and bal-
ances. We owe them transparency. We
owe them a government that lives up
to its obligations.

They gave the best measure of their
devotion to the Nation they loved, and
their love was not mere words or sym-
bols or salutes. Their words alone did
not show their sacrifice. They under-
stood to love your Nation is to stand
up and work for her, sacrifice for her,
risk for her.

It is time for this body, the U.S. Sen-
ate, to honor those men and women by
giving our best measure of devotion to
our Constitution. This body must end
this unconstitutional and unjust war.
And if they are unwilling to do so, they
should hold the vote whether we au-
thorize this war. It has not been done
yet.

How many more men and women will
die before we do our job, rein in this
Executive, hold him accountable, and
bring an end to a war that our Nation
does not want to be in?

Today, my thoughts and prayers are
with their families. But I stand here as
1 out of 100 Senators offering more
than thoughts and prayers. I yet again
demand this body to fulfill its constitu-
tional obligations and do its job.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:13 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, July 22,
2026, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

D. ADAM CANDEUB, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE AN ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, VICE ABIGAIL
SLATER.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

NICHOLAS CHECKER, OF WISCONSIN, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF
RWANDA.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WILLIAM GERALD HARDY, OF ALABAMA, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
ALABAMA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE CHES-
TER MARTIN KEELY, TERM EXPIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JOSHUA HARRIS, OF MARYLAND, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO MALAYSIA.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JOY LYNNE PITTMAN THORP, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF OKLAHOMA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE
BRIAN J. KUESTER, RESIGNED.

GRETCHEN C.F. SHAPPERT, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF GUAM AND
CONCURRENTLY UNITED STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE
DISTRICT OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS FOR
THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE ALICIA ANNE GARRIDO
LIMTIACO, TERM EXPIRED.

JURGEN RYAN SOEKHOE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE UNITED STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE PAT-
RICK A. BURKE, TERM EXPIRED.
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