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Just last week, President Trump ex-

posed foreign adversaries like China 
and Cuba for interfering in our elec-
tions. Did my Democratic colleagues 
talk about that? 

Leader SCHUMER responded to the 
facts about voter fraud by declaring 
the SAVE America Act, an election se-
curity bill—even though Democrats, 
Republicans, Independents all across 
the country believe in it—said it is 
‘‘dead on arrival.’’ 

Unfortunately, my Democratic col-
leagues don’t want fixes; they want to 
ignore the fraud because it benefits 
them. 

They are trying to distract the 
American people with platitudes while 
they defraud them of their vote. 

Have you looked at what Olive Gar-
den is doing, OK? You can buy a pasta 
pass—an unlimited pasta pass, but 
guess what you have to do? You have 
to show an ID. So Olive Garden has a 
voter ID, but my Democratic col-
leagues don’t want to do it for Federal 
elections. 

This bill proves that the Democrats’ 
goal right now is to attack President 
Trump instead of fixing problems 
Americans expect us to deal with. They 
don’t want to reduce the cost of living, 
lower inflation, balance the budget. 
They do want to tax working Ameri-
cans so they can spend more of it on 
special interests and run bigger defi-
cits—already spending $2 trillion in 
deficits. 

They want to use the Senate’s time— 
the precious time we have—to attack 
President Trump by twisting the words 
of the Constitution. 

The resolution is moot. The accusa-
tions: Purely political. We all know it 
is political. It is a waste of time. And 
this Chamber only works 2-and-a-half 
days a week. I think we need to spend 
every time doing something like pass 
the SAVE America Act, fund our gov-
ernment, lower the debt, lower the def-
icit. Unfortunately, my Democratic 
colleagues aren’t coming to the table. 

Why don’t we spend some time on 
real issues rather than attacking the 
President? 

For those reasons, I object to passage 
of this resolution and hope my col-
leagues can reject the anti-American 
socialists capturing the Democratic 
Party before it is too late for all of us. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio. 
RECOGNIZING DENISON UNIVERSITY 

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize an extraordinary 
year of achievement by Ohio’s own 
Denison University. 

Now, everyone knows Denison to be a 
great academic institution. But, all of 
a sudden, it has become a great ath-
letic institution. In the 2025–2026 aca-
demic year, Denison student athletes 
delivered one of the most successful 
seasons in school history, capturing 
four—you heard that right—NCAA Di-

vision III national titles and bringing 
great pride to the university commu-
nity, alumni, and the entire State of 
Ohio. 

I am joined in this Chamber by mem-
bers of all four national championship 
winning coaches, players, and families. 

So welcome to the U.S. Senate. We 
are honored to have you with us today. 

We had the chance to join President 
Trump this morning at the White 
House to celebrate their accomplish-
ments, and I wanted to take a couple of 
minutes to honor them on the Senate 
floor. We will start with the most re-
cent champion, the men’s baseball 
team. 

In early June, Denison’s men’s base-
ball team won the program’s first ever 
NCAA Division III national champion-
ship, defeating Endicott College in a 4– 
3 thriller, 10-inning walk-off victory. 

The Big Red completed a historic 
season with a 51-and-3 record. That is 
right. A 51-and-3 record in baseball is 
amazing, almost unprecedented. They 
held the No. 1 ranking from the start of 
the season to the finish. It is hard to go 
wire to wire—so hard to go wire to 
wire. And under the leadership of 
Coach Mike Deegan, the team dem-
onstrated excellence throughout this 
season, as I noted. 

Now, this was a team effort. It was a 
three-game series in the finals. Denison 
won game 1. And then, game 2, they 
lost a 10-inning, 11–10 battle. It is so 
hard to come back in game 3, after 
being so close to clinching it in game 2. 
But they won a decisive game 3, 4 to 3, 
in the bottom of the 10th inning. 

Cherish the memory—to the Denison 
baseball team—because you will un-
likely ever have a more thrilling expe-
rience than winning the national 
championship in the 10th inning in a 
walk-off situation—great fun, great 
fun. 

Cade Nowik was named the out-
standing player of the NCAA cham-
pionship after a dominant postseason 
performance, including a game in 
which he recorded three home runs and 
seven RBIs—pretty impressive. But I 
know every national championship will 
always say it is team effort. Everybody 
from the lowest man on the roster to 
the top, they all matter when you win 
a championship. Everybody contributes 
to that cause. 

Congratulations to these outstanding 
student athletes for an unforgettable 
season and a well-earned national title. 

Let me go on next to the men’s swim-
ming and diving team. In March, 
Denison men’s swimming and diving 
team captured its second consecutive 
NCAA Division III national champion-
ship and seventh national title in pro-
gram history. The Big Red finished 
with 437 points, nearly 49 points ahead 
of the second-place team, marking 
their third time in program history 
that Denison has won back-to-back 
NCAA championships. That right there 
is a tradition of excellence. 

The program also swept the major 
awards presented by the College Swim-

ming and Diving Coaches Association 
of America, as you would expect from 
the dominant championship team that 
they had. Gregg Parini was named Co- 
Coach of the Year. First-year diving 
coach Kai Robinson earned Men’s Div-
ing Coach of the Year honors. And 
Jack Hill and Nick Fogle were recog-
nized as Swimmer and Diver of the 
Year. 

That is what you call a clean sweep 
right there, folks. 

Congratulations to these student 
athletes that represent Ohio and 
Denison with excellence. I congratu-
late them, their coaches, and their 
families. What a remarkable accom-
plishment—pretty amazing. 

So we got through two of the na-
tional championships. Let’s move to 
the third. That is men’s doubles tennis. 

Denison’s men’s tennis added another 
national title when Ethan Green and 
Kael Shah captured the NCAA Division 
III men’s doubles national champion-
ship. The duo concluded the season 
with an impressive 24-and-6 record and 
secured the first national or NCAA 
championship in program history— 
amazing. 

Congratulations, guys. 
Their achievements also capped ex-

traordinary collegiate careers. Ethan 
Green finished with the most doubles 
victories and combined victories in 
program history, while Kael Shah con-
cluded his career-second alltime in 
both categories. 

Congratulations to Ethan and Kael 
and the entire Denison’s men’s tennis 
program on your historic accomplish-
ment. 

Now on to women’s basketball, and 
this, perhaps, is the most unexpected 
national championship at Denison. The 
women’s basketball program completed 
a dominant 30–2 season, although at 
the beginning of the season, no one pre-
dicted that level of success. They cap-
tured the program’s first NCAA Divi-
sion III national championship. Led by 
head coach Maureen Hirt, the Big Red 
defeated the University of Scranton 55 
to 41 in the national championship 
game to secure the title. 

I understand that this team’s char-
acter came through, because they were 
dominant defensively, pressing the 
whole game, created turnovers and 
chaos for the other team, which led to 
a dominant victory. You don’t win na-
tional champion games 55 to 41 without 
being dominant as a defensive team. 

This championship reflects the dedi-
cation, discipline, and determination 
displayed by these student athletes 
throughout the season. It takes a lot to 
go 30 to 2. Congratulations to the team, 
the coaches, and their families on this 
historic victory. 

The reason this brings back some 
special memories for me is because I, 
too, as a senior at the University of 
Dayton, won a Division III national 
championship, although it was in foot-
ball, and it brings back wonderful 
memories because it is very rare in life 
that you can close out an athletic ca-
reer and walk off a champion. 
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So I hope you will cherish it, to all 

the Denison student athletes. It is a 
special, special thing. 

In this era of NIL, it is also great to 
see people who excel in excellence for 
the love of the game, just because they 
are competitors at heart. They love 
their sport, and they compete. 

This is an interesting thing about a 
Division III athlete: No one pays them 
to be up at 6 a.m. when they don’t want 
to be to bust their butts, to excel in 
the weight room, on the field, running, 
conditioning, whatever it might be. No 
one makes them do it; they do it for 
the love of the game. They sacrifice. 
When other friends may be out having 
fun in the evenings or on the weekends, 
they sacrifice. They embrace the grind 
because they want to be a champion. 
You have to be willing to sacrifice and 
dedicate yourself to your craft if you 
want to be a champion, if you want to 
be a winner, if you want to be excel-
lent. 

That is why it was so great to be 
with these young men and women ear-
lier today, because I know they have 
made the investment, and they have 
reaped the reward of that investment. 
It will carry them much further than 
just the athletic field, the court, the 
pool; it will carry them on in their life. 
They will be winners. They will be win-
ners for their family, they will be win-
ners for their community, winners for 
their State, and winners for their Na-
tion. 

That is why I think it is so important 
that we preserve the integrity of col-
lege athletics, that we continue to 
offer these great opportunities for stu-
dent athletes to earn the resilience—to 
define the resilience and the character 
that it takes to be successful in ath-
letic competition because that trans-
lates into life’s success. 

So these Ohio student athletes have 
made our State proud through their 
hard work, perseverance, and commit-
ment to excellence. Their accomplish-
ments serve as a reminder of what can 
be achieved when you are willing to 
pay the price of teamwork, discipline, 
and determination. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to 
recognize these remarkable student 
athletes at Denison University and 
what they all stand for. On behalf of 
the people of Ohio, congratulations on 
an extraordinary year. I wish them 
continued success in the years ahead. 

I yield the floor. 
(Mr. BANKS assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). The Senator from Iowa. 
SOCIALISM 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, with 
recent political victories in Democrat 
primaries in Colorado, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and elsewhere by social-
ists, I wanted to spend some time with 
my colleagues sharing the failed re-
sults that we have witnessed through-
out history under socialism regimes. 
And if any of my colleagues consider 
themselves democratic socialists, I 
would like their attention. 

The expansion of candidates and peo-
ple who want to institute socialism in 
the United States is very concerning. 
What they desire is going to destroy 
everything America has stood for. 

The recent trend toward socialism in 
the Democratic Party frankly surprises 
me. It ought to make every traditional 
Democrat worry about the trend of 
their party and be a warning for all of 
us. 

I am glad some Democrats share this 
concern, as Democrat pollster Mark 
Penn wrote in the Wall Street Journal. 
Democrats could take a playbook out 
of the 1947 effort by Eleanor Roosevelt 
and Hubert Humphrey, as recently re-
ported in the Washington Post. 

Socialism is a failed ideology and ex-
periment. It claims to focus on the 
good of society as a whole over the 
rights of individuals. This is in con-
trast to America’s founding principles. 

Socialism, whether it is the revolu-
tionary kind or the democratic kind, is 
aimed at government ownership of in-
dustry and the elimination of private 
property. 

Countries that have adopted social-
ism have found themselves less pros-
perous, even witnessing starvation and 
economic ruin followed by lawlessness 
and corruption. The only people that 
benefit from it are the people in the po-
litical system. 

Socialist countries have also seen 
private property confiscated and con-
stitutional rights taken away from the 
people. Recently, there is a group of so-
cialists called Democratic Socialists 
that have won Democrat Party pri-
maries. Where I sit, socialism is still 
socialism. They may think that calling 
themselves democratic somehow would 
cancel out all of the negatives of so-
cialism, but they want to bring about 
the same negative outcomes that will 
produce less prosperity and less free-
dom. Example after example in history 
backs up my point. 

In 2021, I spoke here on the Senate 
floor about Sweden’s experiment with 
socialism. I encourage my colleagues 
to go back and read that speech. In 
case they don’t have time, I will sum-
marize it right now. 

In the 1950s, Sweden gained newfound 
wealth and economic freedom. Then it 
started to adopt socialist policies. Dur-
ing Sweden’s experiment with social-
ism between the 1960s and the 1980s, it 
experienced short-lived prosperity, 
massive government spending and tax-
ation, and a highly regulated economy 
that eventually came crashing down. 
During that time, not a single net job 
was created in Sweden’s private sector, 
and inflation took away almost all of 
the value of any wage increases. Swe-
den’s socialist policies killed off its 
wealth creation that was needed to 
fund all of that government spending. 

By the 1990s, Sweden realized its mis-
take and reversed course, and its left-
wing Swedish Social Democrats recog-
nized their mistake as well. 

According to a White House Council 
of Economic Advisers report, if the 

United States had moved toward Nor-
dic country-style policies in the 1970s, 
by 2018, America’s GDP would be at 
least 19 percent smaller, coming out to 
about 11,000 fewer dollars of wealth per 
person here in the United States. 

We can learn a lot from Sweden so we 
don’t go down the dead-end road called 
socialism. We can also learn a lot from 
Cuba’s experience moving from free-
dom to socialism. That happened in 
1959. Cuba’s standard of living over the 
past 50 years has been destroyed. 

In 1959, after Fidel Castro came to 
power, the Cuban Government took 
away private property and established 
price controls. This led to food short-
ages, and you can see that on our own 
televisions being a problem today in 
Cuba. Castro’s regime even killed polit-
ical opposition. 

Decades of socialism meant that by 
the 2000s, Cuba lacked basic infrastruc-
ture and reliable energy. 

A 2005 report found: 
Instead of blackouts, Cubans jokingly refer 

to periods when electricity was available as 
‘‘lights-in.’’ 

That energy crisis continues today, 
and you see it reported on American 
television. 

Cuba’s story under socialism can be 
summed up by Margaret Thatcher’s 
words. When she was Prime Minister of 
Great Britain, she said: 

The problem with socialism is that you 
eventually run out of other people’s money. 

Not everyone in Cuba has suffered. 
Its dictators have taken care of them-
selves. 

If Sweden and Cuba aren’t enough 
reasons why socialism has failed as an 
idea, let’s take a look at Venezuela. 

In 1998, socialist Hugo Chavez became 
President of Venezuela. At the time, 
Venezuela was the richest country in 
South America, and now it is one of 
the poorest. One of Chavez’s first ac-
tions was to nationalize the agri-
culture sector and rob landowners of 
their property. 

Food production fell 75 percent over 
two decades. Chavez went on to nation-
alize other parts of the economy, in-
cluding electricity, water, oil, banks, 
supermarkets, construction, and other 
parts. He did this all while also expand-
ing the welfare state with money that 
the country didn’t have. 

Not only is the country poor, but it 
has also been ruled by brutal dictators, 
under Chavez and Nicolas Maduro, and 
riddled with corruption. One analysis 
about Venezuela’s experience with so-
cialism put it this way: 

So, what are the results of socialism in 
Venezuela? Well, we have experienced hyper-
inflation. We have people eating garbage, 
schools that do not teach, hospitals that do 
not heal, long and humiliating lines to buy 
flour, bread, and basic medicines. 

So history is very clear: Economic 
freedom is a ticket to broad prosperity. 
Today’s American socialists espouse 
more than just economic ruin and 
fewer freedoms. They want less law and 
order by abolishing ICE, defunding the 
police, and emptying out our prisons. 
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