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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 610. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of David Clay Fowlkes, of Ar-
kansas, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Ar-
kansas. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 610, David 
Clay Fowlkes, of Arkansas, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Arkansas. 

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, Mike Crapo, 
Tim Sheehy, John Cornyn, Roger Mar-
shall, John Barrasso, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Markwayne Mullin, Ted Budd, 
Cynthia M. Lummis, Jim Justice, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Bernie Moreno, 
Tommy Tuberville, Eric Schmitt, Jon 
Husted. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 611. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Nicholas Jon Ganjei, of 
Texas, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of 
Texas. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 611, Nich-
olas Jon Ganjei, of Texas, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas. 

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, Mike Crapo, 
Tim Sheehy, John Cornyn, Roger Mar-
shall, John Barrasso, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Markwayne Mullin, Ted Budd, 
Cynthia M. Lummis, Jim Justice, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Bernie Moreno, 
Tommy Tuberville, Eric Schmitt, Jon 
Husted. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 614. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Aaron Christian Peterson, of 
Alaska, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Alaska. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 614, Aaron 
Christian Peterson, of Alaska, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of 
Alaska. 

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, Mike Crapo, 
Tim Sheehy, John Cornyn, Roger Mar-
shall, John Barrasso, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Markwayne Mullin, Ted Budd, 
Cynthia M. Lummis, Jim Justice, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Bernie Moreno, 
Tommy Tuberville, Eric Schmitt, Jon 
Husted. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMEMBERING DAN CAUDILL 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

rise today to pay tribute to a true pa-
triot, proud American, and good friend 
of mine, Sanford ‘‘Dan’’ Caudill. Sadly, 
Dan passed away on December 17 of 
last year after a private battle with 
cancer. His passing continues to weigh 
heavily on his family and friends. I was 
honored to have had the opportunity to 
personally express my condolences to 
the family and to celebrate his life dur-
ing his visitation. Today, I would like 
to take a moment to recognize Dan. He 
never asked for any praise nor did he 
want it, but he constantly lived his life 
through his faith, always making out-
standing efforts to improve the lives of 
others. 

Dan was an incredible businessman. 
He spent 45 years running his family 
business, Caudill Seed Company, and 
built it from a small agricultural sup-
ply company into North America’s 
largest supplier of seeds and beans. 
Dan’s work allowed him to connect 
with people across the country and 
around the globe, developing impactful 
relationships and working to make a 
difference in the agriculture industry. 
Between his business locations in Lou-
isville and Winchester, he became 
known as a trusted partner in business 
in Kentucky and around the world. 
While he was a true believer in cap-
italism and a titan of his industry, he 
was most well known for his work help-
ing those in need. 

Always willing to lend a hand and 
help others, Dan involved himself heav-
ily in the philanthropic efforts of sev-
eral organizations dedicated to giving 
people a second chance. He was a true 
believer in community and how it 
could shape the lives of those affected 
by substance abuse, homelessness, and 
criminal backgrounds who were just 
trying to get back up on their feet. 
Through it all, Dan made those around 
him feel loved and supported. 

Without hesitation, Caudill Seed 
readily focused its attention on pro-
viding job opportunities to those in 
need. Dan was a steadfast ally to peo-
ple facing significant obstacles to find-
ing gainful employment. In addition to 
his company, his philanthropic work 
with the Healing Place, the Ice House, 
and the Volunteers of America have 
helped countless people continue in 
their recovery journey and find afford-
able housing. 

This spring, the Volunteers of Amer-
ica plan to open an affordable housing 
project in Louisville called Monarch 
Station. Dan was the one who donated 
the land for this project. Where did the 
idea come from? It started when Dan 
invited a few homeless guys to have 
coffee with him to learn their stories. 
Inspiration took root. All it took was 
Dan’s compassion to open a door and 
get to know a few guys over some cof-
fee. 

This is the kind of person Dan was, a 
real change maker who always looked 
to hope instead of despair and who al-
ways looked for the next tangible way 
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to make someone’s life a little bit bet-
ter. No one knew this more than his 
family. He was a loving husband to his 
wife Andrea and a devoted father to his 
three children: Cassandra, Corey, and 
Connor. Dan was a wonderful grand-
father to his granddaughters Adalie 
and Aliya and beloved by his entire 
family. 

Jennifer Hancock is the CEO of the 
Volunteers of America Mid-States, and 
she gave a beautiful speech at Dan’s fu-
neral. I ask unanimous consent that 
her remarks below be printed in the 
RECORD. Much like Jennifer, I treasure 
the friendship Dan and I built, and I 
am forever grateful for his life of faith 
and servitude. I ask my colleagues to 
please join me in honoring Dan and 
thinking of his family during this time. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
REMARKS FOR THE FUNERAL OF DAN CAUDILL 
(Prepared by Jennifer Hancock, President & 

CEO, Volunteers of America Mid-States) 
Good afternoon everyone, I am honored to 

be able to share the impact that Dan had on 
me and those we serve at Volunteers of 
America. 

Today we gather to remember and cele-
brate a man who changed lives—quietly, per-
sistently, and always with love—our friend, 
mentor, and champion, Dan Caudill. Dan was 
one of the people and always for the people. 
That is how I will remember him—how so 
many of us will remember him—because his 
life was rooted in service to neighbors, to 
people seeking recovery, and to those who 
had no one else in their corner. 

Dan’s heart beat for the recovery commu-
nity. He believed in second chances, in dig-
nity, and in the power of compassion to re-
store what addiction and hardship often 
steal. He was incredibly generou—yes—and 
he was far more than a donor. He was a part-
ner in our mission: always sending articles 
about the drug crisis, calling just to check 
on me and our VOA programs, and reassuring 
us when the work was heavy. He wanted to 
know not just if we were succeeding—but 
that people were healing. 

Anyone who knew Dan knows this: he did 
not want a spotlight. 

He was humble in all that he did. In 2023, 
when we honored him with the Ballington 
and Maud Booth Award at VOA’s National 
Conference—one of the highest recognitions 
in our movement—he didn’t want the fuss. 
Our affiliate had never hosted the national 
conference—it was a big deal and as part of 
it we got to select one person in our four 
state region to receive this highest honor. It 
was obvious and immediate that it would be 
Dan. But I worried he would decline and I 
knew I would have to twist his arm. So I 
took him to lunch and literally had to beg 
him to accept it. I told him that I wanted to 
profile someone that lived his faith and prin-
ciples more than talked about them. He fi-
nally relented and said, ‘okay if it helps the 
mission, I’ll do it.’ That was Dan—uncom-
fortable with personal praise, but fiercely 
committed to the cause. 

Dan’s generosity flowed to the places 
where lives were being rebuilt: the Ice House, 
The Healing Place, and VOA. He knew that 
recovery requires community—spaces that 
show people they matter, programs that 
walk with them through the hardest days, 
and neighbors who refuse to give up. 

I’ve known Dan nearly all of my 19 years at 
VOA. Ten years ago, as I was becoming CEO, 
I was also welcoming my daughter into the 

world. I confided in Dan about her prenatal 
challenges and serious medical issues. From 
that day forward, every single time we 
spoke—every time including the last time 
just last month—he began or ended by ask-
ing, ‘How is your daughter doing?’ and al-
ways called her ‘‘a miracle’’. That is who he 
was: present, attentive, and unfailingly kind. 
His care for my family mirrored the care he 
had for so many. And he loved no one more 
than his own family. 

He loved his family fiercely and was so 
very proud of his children and grandchildren. 
He was devoted to Andrea his life partner, 
and he found peace with her on their farm. 

During COVID, Dan and I had coffee. He 
was dead set on finding a solution for the 
growing street homelessness crisis. He saw 
an encampment behind the Ice House and 
could not shake what he witnessed. He in-
vited men in for a cup of coffee—getting to 
know their names and stories. That coffee 
conversation sparked what would become 
Monarch Station: a place designed specifi-
cally for people who had been living on our 
streets—permanent, dignified homes with 
support. Monarch Station will be perfectly 
situated right between VOA’s Shelby Street 
Clinical Campus and the Ice House. And it 
will soon exist only because Dan donated the 
land to VOA, believing we could build some-
thing worthy of our neighbors. Last month 
when we talked I told Dan we could not have 
a ribbon cutting and open our doors in the 
Spring to the homeless people he envisioned 
us to serve without him. My faith tells me he 
will not let us down; he will be there. And we 
will feel him with us—every time a key turns 
in a new front door, every time a neighbor 
sleeps safely inside, every time hope replaces 
survival. 

Because of Dan, thousands of people have 
already found a path to recovery. And thou-
sands more will—each with a story now 
pointed toward hope. Some will never know 
his name, but they will feel the warmth of a 
safe home, the embrace of a community, and 
the dignity of being seen. That was Dan’s 
way: for the people—and always with the 
people. 

To Andrea, to his children and grand-
children: thank you for sharing Dan with us. 
We are with you. We loved him, and we will 
carry his legacy forward with gratitude and 
resolve. And to Dan—our dear friend—thank 
you. You showed us what love looks like 
when it becomes action. You taught us that 
humility is strength. You made Louisville 
kinder and better. Rest in peace. I know you 
will be with us at Monarch Station. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

H.R. 7147. An act making further consoli-
dated appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2632. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 26–241, ‘‘Streatery Program Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2025’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2633. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-

bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 26–242, ‘‘District of Columbia 
Boards and Commissions Financial Report-
ing Temporary Amendment Act of 2025’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2634. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 26–243, ‘‘Porchfest Permitting 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2025’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–2635. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel, Office of the General 
Counsel. Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, three (3) re-
ports relative to nominations, vacancies, 
designations of service in acting roles, 
discontinuations of service in acting roles 
and actions on nominations for positions 
covered by the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998, received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 27, 2026; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2636. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Retirement Thrift In-
vestment Board, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Roth In- 
Plan Conversion’’ (RIN3222–AA00) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
January 21, 2026; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2637. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Surface Transportation Board, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Board’s Performance 
and Accountability Report for fiscal year 
2025; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2638. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief Financial Officer, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Department’s Agency Financial Report 
for fiscal year 2025; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2639. A communication from the Acting 
Branch Supervisor of the Regulatory Man-
agement Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval: 
Arkansas; Codification of the State Imple-
mentation Plan’’ (FRL No. 12949–02–R6) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on January 27, 2026; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2640. A communication from the Acting 
Branch Supervisor of the Regulatory Man-
agement Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Dis-
approval: Colorado; Regional Haze Plan for 
the Second Implementation Period’’ (FRL 
No. 12598–02–R8) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 27, 2026; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–2641. A communication from the Acting 
Branch Supervisor of the Regulatory Man-
agement Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval: 
Indiana; Regional Haze Plan for the Second 
Implementation Period’’ (FRL No. 12589–02– 
R5) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on January 27, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2642. A communication from the Acting 
Branch Supervisor of the Regulatory Man-
agement Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval: 
Oklahoma; Revisions to Air Pollution Con-
trol Rules’’ (FRL No. 11140–02–R6) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
January 27, 2026; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 
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