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tactics during this President’s mass
raids, but apparently, he doesn’t care.

According to the New York Times
just yesterday, the FBI has informed
its agents around the country that the
FBI would no longer investigate al-
leged assaults by immigration agents.
Why is that important? I will tell you.
This change will sharply limit law en-
forcement scrutiny of ICE agents.

For years, the Department of Jus-
tice’s involvement in officer-involved
shootings has provided an independent
set of eyes and often uncovered crucial
facts, including misconduct by Federal
officers—misconduct that has been evi-
dent in recent cases.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s Office of Inspector General has at
least agreed to investigate the use of
excessive force by ICE agents, but it is
unacceptable that the government’s
top law enforcement Agency, the FBI,
has reportedly chosen to ignore its
mission to enforce the law and instead
does the White House’s bidding.

At a time when the American people
are demanding more transparency and
answers, the administration gives us
less.

We mourn the loss of these beloved
community members, and Senate
Democrats will continue to call for an
end to these fatal raids.

TRUMP PRIME-TIME ADDRESS TO THE NATION

Mr. President, on a separate topic,
last week, the President of the United
States delivered a prime-time address
from the White House. These sorts of
addresses are usually reserved for na-
tional crises or the marking of a major
milestone. So what was the occasion
last week for President Trump to make
such an address? To air 6-year-old
grievances and lies about the outcome
of the 2020 Presidential election.

You see, despite the fact that Donald
Trump lost to Joe Biden in 2020 by 7
million votes, President Trump refuses
to acknowledge the truth, and he con-
tinues to complain, which was the rea-
son for his statement last week. In a
256-minute rant, the President alleged
sweeping foreign interference in voting
and railed against the so-called deep
state. He was actually railing against
his own administration. You see, the
2020 election was during his first term
as President. He was in charge. He ap-
pointed the people that were supposed
to enforce the law. The press con-
ference and the announcement last
week ignored that fact.

These claims would be laughable if
they weren’t so dangerous.

First, the President was famous for
not reading and requesting shorter and
shorter versions of a brief provided by
our intelligence community each day.
He alleges the deep state misrepre-
sented what actually happened to hide
information from him.

Second, his then-Director of National
Intelligence John Ratcliffe, whom
President Trump now has leading the
Central Intelligence Agency, made pub-
lic remarks addressing all of these con-
cerns in 2020. It is hard to hide infor-
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mation you publicly discuss in press
conferences.

President Trump claimed the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has identi-
fied 278,000 noncitizens registered to
vote in Federal elections. Think of
that. The President of the United
States claimed that his Agency of gov-
ernment has the names of 278,000 non-
citizens registered to vote in Federal
elections. Well, I sure want to see that
evidence. I am sure the American peo-
ple do too. The President can’t produce
it. It doesn’t exist—none, not one page
of documents backing up the claims he
made in his public statement. No evi-
dence. Election experts and State offi-
cials have called out this claim as
“wildly speculative.”

Here are the actual facts. You know
the SAVE America Act which the
President is focused on, fixed on, can’t
think of anything else? The idea behind
it is to make sure that noncitizens
don’t vote in the United States.

Would you guess that it is currently
against the law in the United States
for noncitizens to vote? It is true.

Well, let’s take a look. Took a look
at the Heritage Foundation, which is a
conservative group, and asked them to
provide information on how many non-
citizens have been caught trying to
vote in the United States. When we
took a look, between 1993 and 2023—
that would be 30 years, 1993 to 2023—
millions and millions of votes were
cast. How many noncitizens have we
identified tried to vote in those elec-
tions? Well, if we are going to change
the laws of the United States, there
must be a lot of them. Turned out
there were 77. Out of the millions of
people who registered and voted, 77
were actually not citizens of the
United States.

The President wants to change the
law. And how does he want to change
the law? Well, if you want to register
to vote, under the President’s ap-
proach, you have to prove you are a
citizen of the United States.

How can you do that?

Well, I will show my driver’s license.

I am sorry, that is not enough under
this law. Under this law, you would
have to show your passport. Got one in
your back pocket?

Half of Americans don’t own a pass-
port.

If you want to get a passport so you
can vote in the next election in about
100 days, what does it take? Well, you
go to the passport Agency, and you
plop down $165—that is what it costs
for a basic passport in this country—
and then you hope—you hope—it ar-
rives in time. If you want to speed it
up, get an accelerated process, it is
$225.

So in order to exercise your right to
vote, under the SAVE America law, the
President wants you to pay a poll tax,
a passport fee, of up to $225 to vote.
Anything wrong with that? That is just
against most of the laws we have pro-
mulgated over the years saying that
poll taxes on people to vote are fun-
damentally unfair.
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Oh, you can bring your birth certifi-
cate.

I was thinking about that when I was
home over the weekend.

I asked my wife: Where is my birth
certificate?

She said: I think it is in a box in the
closet. We haven’t seen it in a long
time.

Well, according to the President’s
SAVE America bill, you are going to
have to produce one.

Incidentally, if you are a woman with
a maiden name on a birth certificate,
you have to have additional docu-
mentation.

All of this to stop the scourge of non-
citizens who voted. There were 77 of
them over a 30-year period of time—77
in a nation of millions of people. But
the President can’t get it out of his
head that somehow or another that for-
eigners have taken over our election.
He lost one, and he just can’t live with
it.

So why would the President have
hosted a prime-time address attempt-
ing to resurrect these debunked
claims? I will tell you: It is exactly
what he did in the months preceding
the 2020 election that he sought to
steal. He is trying to lay the ground-
work to justify rigging the results of
the next election. That is the real po-
litical theater.

President Trump and his Republican
Party are struggling in the polls. They
know their MAGA agenda is making
life more expensive, communities less
safe, and government more corrupt.
And guess what. We are now again,
sadly, in a never-ending war.

So now they are focused on reviving
thoroughly debunked conspiracy theo-
ries to undermine future elections be-
fore a single vote is cast.

SAVE AMERICA ACT

Mr. President, as we heard in the
President’s address, he will use these
bogus claims to push for passage of this
anti-democratic and anti-voting SAVE
America Act.

It is already illegal for noncitizens to
vote in the United States. They face
prosecution and jail time for doing it.
The SAVE America Act attempts to
solve a problem that does not exist.
The bill would impose expensive ad-
ministrative roadblocks, making it
more difficult for people to vote. Is
that what America is all about, dif-
ficulties and hurdles for exercising our
right to vote? I don’t believe it will.

We need to stop this effort imme-
diately. We need to give the American
people the last word in the election in
November, not the President and his
bizarre theories on who won in 2020.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Will the Senator withhold his re-
quest?

Mr. DURBIN. Oh, of course. I am
sorry. I didn’t see the Senator on the
floor. I yield to my friend from Wyo-
ming.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming.
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WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
Flowers nomination.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

BIPARTISANSHIP

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about the basic duty we
all took an oath to carry out—and
whether we are living up to it.

The U.S. Senate was never designed
to be easy. It was designed to be delib-
erate, to force people who disagree to
sit in the same room and work some-
thing out anyway. That only works if
everyone here still believes in the un-
derlying premise that we were sent to
govern no matter who is the President.
The goal is not to defeat the other side
for its own sake but to do the hard,
unglamourous work of running this
country together, in good faith, even
when we would rather not.

Americans did not send Republicans
and Democrats to Washington expect-
ing us to agree on everything. In fact,
my constituents would be very con-
cerned if we did. They sent us here ex-
pecting us to take the job seriously.
That means engaging with the sub-
stance in front of us, debating it,
amending it, fighting for it on the mer-
its, rather than reflexively blocking
whatever comes to the floor simply be-
cause of who sits in the White House.

Last week, this Chamber fell short.
There is a real difference between prin-
cipled opposition and blind obstruc-
tion, and the American people can tell
which one they are watching. Opposing
a policy because you believe it is wrong
for the country is exactly what this in-
stitution is built for. Opposing some-
thing simply because you dislike the
President and you are trying to jam
him when there is international con-
flict is something else entirely, and it
corrodes the very system we are sworn
to protect.

I was very troubled to watch every
Senate Democrat vote against even be-
ginning the debate on the National De-
fense Authorization Act, a bill that
has, historically, enjoyed strong bipar-
tisan backing.

Now, I am not suggesting Members
can’t or shouldn’t oppose the NDAA
when they have genuine concerns; that
is a legitimate part of the process. Vot-
ing no is often the easy move around
here, and I have done it myself when I
thought it was warranted. But this
looked less like principled opposition
and more like reflexive obstruction, a
decision to block the process itself
rather than engage with the substance
of an important bill.

I also think of the SAVE America
Act when I say this because it is a case
in point. Here is a bill built around a
premise that 83 percent of the Amer-
ican people—Democrats, Republicans,
and Independents alike—already agree
on, that only citizens should decide
American elections and that voters
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should be able to prove who they are
when they cast a ballot. This is not
fringe. This is not one party’s obses-
sion. It is about as close to consensus
as the American people get on any-
thing these days.

And yet it cannot get a real hearing
on the merits in this Chamber—not a
real debate, just a wall. That is not
principled opposition. That is the proc-
ess itself being blocked on a question
the country has largely answered.

Good faith is not a partisan virtue. It
doesn’t belong to one side of the aisle
or the other. It is the minimum the
American people are owed by everyone
who serves here. They are watching to
see whether we can still disagree hon-
estly, argue our positions openly and
persuasively, and still find a way to get
the Nation’s business done. When we
can’t, when the obstruction becomes
the default setting instead of the ex-
ception, we are not defending the Con-
stitution. We are quietly letting it fail.

We are stewards of something bigger
than any one bill or any one election
cycle. We are stewards of a system that
only survives if the people who serve in
it still believe in doing the work, in
doing the right thing, in doing what
the Constitution outlines is our duty to
the American people. That is what
Americans expect of us. It is time we
start living up to it every single day,
not just when it is politically conven-
ient.

I yield the floor.

(Mr. ROUNDS assumed the chair.)

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ARM-
STRONG). The Democratic leader is rec-
ognized.

CORRUPTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, well,
we have Trump Steaks, Trump Univer-
sity, Trump Airlines, Trump Coin, and
the Trump Presidency—all cons. The
product changes; the con stays the
same. Donald Trump has turned the
Presidency of the United States into
the most profitable scheme of his life,
and American families are being
forced—forced—to pay the price.

Today, I am launching a new effort
to expose the corruption, show Ameri-
cans exactly what it is costing them,
and build reforms needed to stop any
President from using public office for
personal profit. Senate Democrats will
be exposing this self-dealing, showing
Americans exactly what it is costing
them, and developing reforms to make
sure no President can abuse the Office
this way again.

For the next 3 weeks, Senate Demo-
crats are putting Trump’s corruption
under a microscope. Throughout the
month, we will follow the money, ex-
pose the deals, name the people cashing
in, and show how Trump’s corruption
reaches directly into the pockets of
working people.

This week, we are releasing a new re-
port that lays out the staggering scale
of the grift: how Trump has used the
power of the Presidency to enrich him-
self, reward his family, protect his
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friends, and sell access to anyone—any-
one—willing to pay.

The report shows how Americans are
struggling to afford groceries,
healthcare, housing, and energy, while
Donald Trump and his family have re-
portedly made more than $4 billion
from the Presidency.

We will also be hosting another ta-
bletop exercise with the Democrats’
Elections Task Force to prepare to
counter Trump’s efforts to rig the 2026
midterms.

Next week, we will hold a roundtable
on how Trump’s corruption is directly
driving up everyday costs for the
American people, and average folks
will testify to what they are going
through.

And the following week, we will re-
lease major legislation designed to rein
in Trump’s rampant corruption and to
prevent any President from ever doing
it again.

You pay; Trump profits. That is the
pattern of this administration, and we
will highlight it everywhere we see it.

No amount of gold leaf can conceal
the rot spreading through this White
House. Corruption is not a sideshow in
the Trump administration; it is the
whole business model.

Trump guts protections for workers
and consumers. His wealthy friends

cash in.

Trump cuts food assistance and
healthcare. Billionaires get another
tax break.

Trump hands out pardons to the rich
and well-connected, accepts lavish gifts
from foreign governments, and ar-
ranges sweetheart deals for his family
business.

Trump uses the government. Trump
gets richer. Americans foot the bill.

His corruption is not victimless. It
has a price, and working families are
paying it every single day. The average
American family is already spending
more than $3,100 extra because of this
administration’s policies.

And yet Trump still expects tax-
payers to finance a MAGA slush fund
they never approved, a golden ballroom
they never asked for, and upgrades to a
foreign luxury jet the President does
not need.

Donald Trump has turned the Oval
Office into his personal ATM, the Fed-
eral Government into his family busi-
ness, and the American taxpayer into
the mark.

A few months ago, Trump said:

I don’t think about Americans’ financial
situation.

Of course, he doesn’t. He is too busy
thinking about his own.

Donald Trump may believe the Presi-
dency is simply another brand to mon-
etize, another product to sell, another
scam to run. But he is dead wrong. The
Presidency belongs to the American
people. It is not a license to steal, it is
not a family business, and it is not
Donald Trump’s personal property.

So throughout this month, Senate
Democrats will expose the corruption
that Trump wants hidden. We will fol-
low the money and expose the deals.
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