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To the country’s credit, Arevalo was 

inaugurated on January 15, 2024, and 
for the first time in decades, Guate-
mala has a President who is not be-
holden to the corrupt forces that have 
exploited political power for their own 
enrichment and used Guatemala’s 
armed forces and police to harass, 
threaten, arbitrarily arrest, and even 
murder their opponents. 

But having failed to prevent Arevalo 
from taking office, those forces have 
carried out a relentless campaign, 
aided by counterparts and lobbyists in 
Washington with close ties to the 
Trump administration, to sabotage his 
efforts to reform the justice system 
and end the culture of corruption, vio-
lence, and impunity that has plagued 
Guatemala for generations. Career U.S. 
foreign service officers who stood up 
for the rule of law and democracy in 
Guatemala, were summarily replaced 
by U.S. Embassy appointees who re-
portedly urged members of Guate-
mala’s Congress to support a rightwing 
candidate tainted by corruption for a 
seat on the constitutional court, or 
risk losing their U.S. visas. 

Unlike President Trump and officials 
in his administration, I do not believe 
it is our role—using threats, induce-
ments, or other means—to try to influ-
ence the outcome of election of foreign 
candidates for office, whether Presi-
dents, legislators, or judges. We oppose 
such interference in our own sov-
ereignty, and it is hypocritical and un-
wise to engage in such conduct our-
selves. 

I mention this because President 
Arevalo has another year and a half in 
his 4-year term. If political and eco-
nomic forces in Guatemala, backed by 
nefarious associates of the Trump ad-
ministration, continue to try to deny 
the will of the Guatemalan people and 
thwart Arevalo’s anti-corruption man-
date by using their influence to under-
mine the institutions of democracy for 
the benefit of themselves and their cro-
nies, they will pay a price when the 
balance of power shifts in Washington. 
People here know the history of U.S. 
political and economic intervention in 
Guatemala dating back to 1954, and 
they have long memories when it 
comes to corruption and the manipula-
tion of judicial and law enforcement 
institutions in that country. 

The appropriate role of the United 
States in Guatemala, as in the rest of 
Latin America, is to support the people 
there by improving their lives through 
free and fair elections, equitable eco-
nomic opportunities, and access to jus-
tice that conforms to international 
protections of due process. Too often, 
U.S. policy in Guatemala has strayed 
from those goals, motivated instead by 
greed and corrupt interests in our own 
country, and promoting the militariza-
tion of internal security. That is a rec-
ipe for a return to authoritarianism, 
ethnic and social division, and armed 
conflict. Guatemalans who choose that 
path should be forewarned that it will 
ultimately be their own, and the coun-
try’s, undoing. 

No President, even in the best of cir-
cumstances, can transform a country 
like Guatemala in 4 years, but Presi-
dent Arevalo deserves our strong sup-
port. At a time when the trend in Latin 
America is to elect leaders who equate 
law and order with subverting judicial 
independence, militarizing the police, 
and running roughshod over due proc-
ess of law, President Arevalo has re-
stored integrity to the office and de-
fended the institutions of democracy. 
In the long run, that has the best 
chance of producing the transparency, 
accountability, stability, and pros-
perity the Guatemalan people need. 

f 

REMEMBERING SHERMAN STOCK 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Mr. Sher-
man E. Stock, who passed away on 
May 26, 2026, at the age of 98. As a dedi-
cated public servant and lifelong advo-
cate for our environment, Mr. Stock 
demonstrated his commitment through 
his involvement in important environ-
mental projects such as Earth Day and 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and 
the establishment of the Apostle Is-
lands National Lakeshore in Wisconsin. 

Mr. Stock was born in Milwaukee 
and attended Rufus King High School, 
where he met his high school sweet-
heart and wife of 70 years, Sally. The 
two settled in Hales Corners, WI. 

Mr. Stock continued his education at 
Marquette University, where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in business ad-
ministration, after which he enlisted in 
the U.S. Army. During his military 
service, Mr. Stock rose to the rank of 
captain and was stationed in Okla-
homa, Texas, and northern New York. 
He then returned to Marquette, where 
he earned his juris doctor in 1958 and 
connected with then-State Senator 
Gaylord Nelson, whom he would even-
tually serve as legal counsel in the U.S. 
Senate. 

During his 18 years in the Senate, Mr. 
Stock worked closely with Senator 
Nelson, sharing ideas about environ-
mental projects, working zealously to 
protect our planet, and building a close 
friendship. Mr. Stock went on to work 
for Wisconsin Governor Tony Earl, 
serving as his Veterans Affairs adviser, 
cribbage opponent, and fishing partner. 
Following Governor Earl’s departure 
from office, Mr. Stock worked for the 
Wisconsin Academy of Trial Lawyers 
in Madison until he retired. 

Throughout his decades of public 
service, Mr. Stock made a lasting im-
pact not only on the people and natural 
lands of Wisconsin, but on commu-
nities across the Nation and around the 
world. While his most notable project 
may be Earth Day, he will be remem-
bered by friends and family for his ar-
tistic expression, his love of travel, and 
his dedication to his community. 

Mr. Stock is an inspiring example of 
putting your beliefs into action and 
leaving the world better than you 
found it. His passing is a great loss to 
all who knew him and worked along-

side him, but the legacy will live on for 
generations to come. As we honor his 
remarkable life, I extend my heartfelt 
condolences to his family, his friends, 
and all those whose lives were enriched 
by knowing him. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE GAYNOR 
CRANBERRY COMPANY 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today 
I rise to recognize the 150th anniver-
sary of the Gaynor Cranberry Com-
pany, located in Wood County, WI. I 
am pleased to honor this family farm 
and commemorate this historic mile-
stone. 

The roots of the Gaynor Cranberry 
Company trace back to when brothers 
John Alexander Gaynor and James 
Gaynor immigrated to the United 
States from Ireland. Their journeys 
eventually led them to Wood County, 
where they established a cranberry 
farm in 1876 that became a 
foundational force in the industry. 

With John Alexander’s legal exper-
tise and James’ agricultural acumen, 
the brothers helped transform Wiscon-
sin’s cranberry industry from a wild 
harvest into the highly structured, sci-
entifically advanced, billion-dollar 
powerhouse it is today. The practices 
they established and championed on 
their town of Cranmoor marsh built 
the legal, business, and operational 
foundations that have enabled Wis-
consin to become the Nation’s leading 
cranberry-producing State, producing 
more than half of the world’s cranberry 
supply. 

The Gaynor farm also hosted the 
first Wisconsin Cranberry Research 
Station from 1903 to 1917. It was my 
distinct honor as a U.S. Senator to 
play a role, 100 years later, in helping 
establish the second Wisconsin Cran-
berry Research Station to support the 
long-term success of our State’s cran-
berry industry. 

Margaret Gaynor became the sole 
heir following the deaths of John Alex-
ander and James. In 1927, she named 
Charles Dempze as her successor, es-
tablishing a multigenerational family 
legacy. His son Gordon, who was born 
in the old experimental station house, 
assumed control of the company in 
1968. He was later succeeded by his sons 
James and Gary. 

Today, the Gaynor Cranberry Com-
pany is owned and operated by Gary 
Dempze and his wife Susan, alongside 
their children Jenna Dempze and Heidi 
Slinkman, who represent the fourth 
generation of this family farm. 

Just as it did 150 years ago, the 
Gaynor Cranberry Company continues 
to move the industry forward. Its 200- 
acre cranberry crop is 100-percent 
verified sustainable. The farm remains 
committed to land stewardship, inno-
vation, and community impact. It 
plays an active role in agricultural 
education for residents, researchers, 
and policymakers, while also inspiring 
the next generation to learn about 
cranberries and explore potential ca-
reer pathways. 
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The Gaynor Cranberry Company’s 

roots are deeply embedded throughout 
the Wisconsin cranberry industry. I 
congratulate all those who have played 
a role in this remarkable 150th anniver-
sary, and I wish the Gaynor Cranberry 
Company continued success for genera-
tions to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MEL TONASKET 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today along with my colleague 
Senator MURRAY to join many in the 
Pacific Northwest community and In-
dian country to honor Mel Tonasket, a 
leader and member of the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation. 

Mel retired last week after more than 
55 years of service to his Tribe, commu-
nity, and country. 

After serving the Nation in the U.S. 
Navy, Mel worked for the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs for 8 years before being 
elected in 1970 to the Colville Business 
Council, the governing body of the Con-
federated Tribes of the Colville Res-
ervation. Mel would continue to serve 
on the Colville Business Council as a 
representative of the district serving 
Omak, WA, at various times for the 
next 55 years, which concludes with his 
well-earned retirement. 

Mel helped lead the Colville Tribes 
and Indian country during one of the 
most consequential periods in modern 
Tribal history. He was part of the gen-
eration of Native leaders who sought to 
reverse the Federal policy of termi-
nation and fought to preserve the 
rights and future of Tribal commu-
nities. That work helped protect the 
sovereignty of the Colville Tribes and 
contributed to a broader movement 
that reshaped Federal Indian policy. 

Mel’s impact extended well beyond 
his reservation. From 1973 to 1976, he 
served for 4 years as president of the 
National Congress of American Indi-
ans, the largest and oldest national 
Tribal organization in the United 
States. While President, he helped mo-
bilize national support for landmark 
legislation, including the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act, the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act, and the Indian Child Wel-
fare Act. Between breaks serving on 
the Colville Business Council, Mel 
worked for the Indian Health Service 
and retired from Federal service as the 
CEO of the Colville Service Unit, which 
provides healthcare to citizens of the 
Colville Tribes. 

Over the course of his career, Mel 
served in numerous leadership roles 
and has represented Tribal govern-
ments in national and international fo-
rums. Through that leadership, he 
strengthened the voice of Tribal na-
tions at the national level and helped 
secure protections and opportunities 
that continue to benefit Native fami-
lies and communities today. 

It is my honor to join the Colville 
Tribes, the people of Washington State, 
and all those throughout Indian Coun-
try in congratulating Mel Tonasket on 

this remarkable milestone. Mel, we 
wish you the best of luck in your re-
tirement and hope you can create more 
memories in this next stage of your 
life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MAJOR 
DAVID MARSHALL 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an exceptional 
noncommissioned officer in the U.S. 
Army, SGM David J. Marshall, who 
currently serves as the deputy chief for 
the Army’s Senate Liaison Division 
and will retire from Active Duty after 
20 distinguished years of active Federal 
service at the end of this year. 
Throughout his career, Sergeant Major 
Marshall has personified the highest 
standards of Army professionalism and 
the soldierly values of loyalty, duty, 
respect, selfless service, honor, integ-
rity, and personal courage to the Army 
and our Nation. Many of us on Capitol 
Hill have enjoyed the opportunity to 
work with Sergeant Major Marshall 
and it is my privilege to recognize his 
achievements. 

Sergeant Major Marshall is a distin-
guished leader whose career in the U.S. 
Army has been marked by unwavering 
dedication and exceptional service. 
Born and raised in St. Louis, MO, Ser-
geant Major Marshall embarked on his 
military journey with a commitment 
to excellence that would define his dec-
ades-long career. 

Enlisting as a combat documentation 
production specialist in 2006, Sergeant 
Major Marshall began his service as a 
combat photographer at 55th Signal 
Company (Combat Camera) and com-
pleted one combat deployment in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He 
held various tactical and operational 
positions, including roles at American 
Forces Network Livorno, the Army En-
tertainment Detachment, the Cyber 
Center of Excellence Noncommissioned 
Officer Academy Detachment, the De-
fense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
and 9th Psychological Operations 
Group (Airborne). 

Sergeant Major Marshall was com-
petitively selected to serve as an Army 
congressional fellow for the fiscal year 
2023 and was assigned to my office. 
During his fellowship, he gained valu-
able insights into the workings of Con-
gress and its relationship with the U.S. 
military, while also advising our team 
on defense and veterans’ issues. His 
dedication and professionalism were 
evident in every task he undertook. 
For the past 3 years, he has served in 
the Army’s Senate liaison office, where 
he has played a crucial role in answer-
ing congressional requests for informa-
tion, staffing engagements between 
Army senior leaders and Members of 
Congress, and leading congressional 
delegations abroad to conduct defense 
oversight. 

Sergeant Major Marshall’s lengthy 
and diverse career was filled with expe-
riences that have enriched him both as 
a soldier and a person. It is no surprise 

that he has been honored with numer-
ous military awards and decorations 
including the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, several Army Meri-
torious Service Medals, the Combat 
Action Badge, and the Signal Corps 
Bronze Order of Mercury, among oth-
ers. His exemplary service and stead-
fast leadership have earned him the re-
spect and admiration of colleagues and 
superiors alike. 

Any tribute to Sergeant Major Mar-
shall would be incomplete without ac-
knowledging the unwavering support of 
his wife Jillian and the joy brought by 
their son Miles. Jillian has stood by 
Sergeant Major Marshall at every step 
of his journey, providing love, care, and 
wisdom. 

On behalf of the U.S. Senate and a 
grateful nation, I thank Sergeant 
Major Marshall, his wife Jillian, son 
Miles, and their entire family for the 
commitment, sacrifices, and contribu-
tions they have made throughout his 
honorable military service. Congratu-
lations on completing an exceptional 
and successful career. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ANNIE NORMAN 

∑ Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to congratulate Dr. 
Annie Norman on her retirement as 
State Librarian of Delaware and direc-
tor of the Delaware Division of Librar-
ies. Throughout her 40-year tenure at 
the Delaware Department of State, Dr. 
Norman has remained an unwavering 
public servant dedicated to improving 
Delaware’s libraries for all Dela-
wareans. Her visionary leadership has 
transformed Delaware’s library system, 
and her legacy will benefit generations 
of Delawareans for years to come. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Norman 
served under five different administra-
tions. For each Governor, Dr. Norman 
has been a trusted voice for the ad-
vancement of literacy and lifelong 
learning. Under her leadership, the 
Delaware Library Catalog was estab-
lished and expanded to all Delaware 
public libraries, academic libraries, 
and many school libraries, allowing 
over 4 million books and other mate-
rials to be shared statewide. 

Dr. Norman has been a leading voice 
in addressing our State’s literacy chal-
lenges, serving as founder and co-chair 
of the Delaware Literacy Alliance 
alongside Delaware Secretary of Edu-
cation Cindy Marten. In 2020, Dr. Nor-
man oversaw the statewide launch of 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, 
which provides free books to all Dela-
ware children from birth to age 5. 

I am proud to have partnered with 
Dr. Norman to secure Federal funding 
and expand the division of libraries’ 
teleservices kiosk program, which con-
nects Delawareans in rural and under-
served communities to healthcare, em-
ployment assistance, and legal serv-
ices. During my years in the House of 
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