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advisers over these many years. I could
speak at length about David’s work
ethic and the many ways in which he
has helped me serve the people of
Michigan.

But I have also been proud to witness
some of the key moments of his life
outside of work, including his marriage
to Meghan, and the joy with which he
has thrown himself into being a dad to
his two sons Jay and Elliott.

In fact, David just recently cele-
brated perhaps one of his most impor-
tant and impressive accomplishments:
He is now a championship winning Lit-
tle League coach.

And after seeing David in action over
the years, I can’t help but think there
is a lot of overlap—a lot of overlap—in
the skills it takes to be an effective
U.S. Senator and managing a dozen
sixth and seventh graders.

I have been proud to see everything
that David has accomplished over these
past 8 years, and I cannot wait to see
all that he will accomplish in his next
role.

David, Colleen and I are so grateful
for all of your hard work and leader-
ship over the years. We wish you all
the best of luck as you head into your
next chapter of your career, but you
will always—always—be part of Team
Peters.

NOMINATION OF JEFFREY T. KUNTZ

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Jeffrey
T. Kuntz to the U.S. District Court for
the Southern District of Florida.

While Judge Kuntz was under consid-
eration to fill a judicial vacancy, he
was also presiding over Alexander v.
Trump, in which he authored the ma-
jority opinion upholding a lower
court’s ruling that Trump’s defamation
lawsuit against the Pulitzer Prize
Board could continue.

Judge Kuntz declined to directly an-
swer my question about whether he
made the defendants in Alexander
aware, while the case was pending, that
he was being considered by the plaintiff
for a lifetime appointment to the
bench.

Instead, Judge Kuntz argued that he
was not under consideration for this
nomination, claiming that he did not
interview with the White House until 2
weeks after the case had been decided.

A closer look at the timeline sug-
gests a different story. Judge Kuntz
first discussed a possible judicial nomi-
nation with Senator ScoTT’s office in
November 2024, 2 months before he was
assigned to this case.

Judge Kuntz issued the majority
opinion in Alexander on February 12,
2025, ruling in favor of President
Trump. Eight days later, he was con-
tacted by the White House regarding a
potential nomination.

In fact, Judge Kuntz discussed this
case when he interviewed with the
White House on February 28, just about
2 weeks after he issued his opinion.

It’s hard to believe that it is simply
a coincidence that just 8 days after
Judge Kuntz issued a ruling favorable
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to President Trump, he was contacted
by the White House about a nomina-
tion and interviewed about it shortly
thereafter.

Yet again, we have another nominee
who has been rewarded for his loyalty
to the President with a lifetime ap-
pointment to the Federal bench. I urge
my colleagues to oppose this nomina-
tion.

———

RECESS

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess until 2 p.m. today.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 1:06 p.m., recessed until 2 p.m. and
reassembled when called to order by
the Presiding Officer (Mr. BANKS).

—————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

VOTE ON KUNTZ NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Kuntz nomination?

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentuky (Mr. MCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Pennsylvania
(Mr. McCORMICK).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) is
necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 197 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Armstrong Ernst Moran
Banks Fischer Moreno
Barrasso Graham Murkowski
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Husted Schmitt
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Collins Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Justice Sheehy
Cotton Kennedy Sullivan
Cramer Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Curtis Marshall Wicker
Daines Moody Young
NAYS—46
Alsobrooks Hirono Sanders
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kelly Schiff
Blumenthal Kim Schumer
Blunt Rochester King Shaheen
Booker Klobuchar Slotkin
gantwell Il\j[umél Smith
oons arkey

Cortez Masto Merkley &an H(?llen

arner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
Hickenlooper Rosen
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NOT VOTING—3

Gallego McConnell McCormick

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

(Mr. MORENO assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUSTED). The Senator from Kansas.

SANCTIONING RUSSIA ACT OF 2025

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, sadness
entered the Senate over the weekend,
and as we reflect upon the life of our
colleague, our friend, our fellow cit-
izen, our patriot toward the United
States of America—and a friend, really,
of the world—Senator Lindsey Graham,
we honor his commitment to pro-
moting liberty and fighting tyranny
throughout the world.

Yesterday, I joined a bipartisan
group of Senators by reintroducing leg-
islation that he championed—the Sanc-
tioning Russia Act. This legislation
would meaningfully alter the course of
Russia’s unjust war in Ukraine, and it
serves as a fitting tribute to the cause
Senator Graham championed through-
out his life and service in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

Last month, leaders of the G7 coun-
tries issued a joint statement declaring
their ‘“‘unwavering support for Ukraine
in defending its freedom, sovereignty,
and [its] territorial integrity.” This
was a welcomed statement from the
world’s major industrialized democ-
racies as Ukraine endures withering at-
tacks from Russia, coupled with the re-
newed commitment to both Ukraine
and article 5 at this month’s NATO
Summit.

These words, backed by President
Trump, come at a pivotal moment in
Ukraine’s defense against Russia.
While Ukrainian forces are making
headlines—taking the battle to Rus-
sian territory, attacking Russian en-
ergy and defense infrastructure at in-
creased rates, and placing Russian-held
Crimea under pressure—the situation
in the Donbas remains precarious.

The ingenuity and courage of the
Ukrainian forces have reduced Russian
progress to incremental gains and in
some places have achieved reverses,
but they still suffer a manpower short-
age and, most alarmingly, lack critical
air defense interceptors.

The G7 members agreed to ‘‘increase
the delivery of air defence capacities,
additional systems and interceptors,
and long-range capabilities.” In recog-
nizing the capabilities of Ukraine’s de-
fense industrial base, the statement
says the countries are ‘‘ready to con-
sider extending to Ukraine the benefit
of licenses to allow for an increase in
[Ukrainian production of its military
equipment].”

Words, however, must be backed by
action, and the United States and our
allies must act quickly. For more than
a year, I have advocated for Ukraine to
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receive access to cruise missiles. To
the extent practicable, these weapons
and Patriot interceptors should be ex-
pedited for Kyiv’s use. Given the back-
logs in our own defense industrial base
and that of the Europeans’, investing
in and supporting Ukraine’s domestic
war production is not something to be
considered but something to be done.

I am encouraged by President
Trump’s announcement at last week’s
NATO Summit of his intention to issue
licenses for Ukraine to build Patriot
interceptors domestically. While de-
tails remain to be worked out and
while there are obstacles to overcome
to make this announcement a reality,
it signals to Vladimir Putin that his
war is on borrowed time.

The same holds true in pressuring
Russia’s economy through oil and gas
sanctions.

The G7 said:

We will strengthen our sanctions, includ-
ing those on the oil and gas sectors.

This statement coincides with the ex-
piration of the most recent Treasury
waiver on Russian oil sanctions, which
was announced by President Trump
last October. Those sanctions were
having a significant impact by depriv-
ing Moscow of revenue. Secretary
Bessent has not issued another waiver,
nor should he.

The White House has taken an impor-
tant step in endorsing longstanding
legislation introduced by the late Sen-
ator Lindsey Graham. I have cospon-
sored this legislation, which would
punish countries that continue to buy
Russian oil with crippling tariffs. This
is a clear, clear message to friends and
foes alike: You can do business with
Russia or you can do business with the
United States, but you can’t do both.

I welcome Leader THUNE’s intention
to bring this legislation to a vote soon,
to send it to the President’s desk for
his signature, and to its becoming law.

Similarly, I call on our European al-
lies to find new supplies of liquefied
natural gas more quickly ahead of next
year’s deadline to phase out Russian
purchases. The EU’s imports of Russian
LNG increased—they increased—in the
month of May, reportedly providing
Moscow with over $1 billion in revenue.
It is imperative for European countries
to treat the war in Ukraine with the
urgency it deserves and choke off Rus-
sia’s revenue streams.

Despite over 1 million casualties and
a badly damaged national economy,
Vladimir Putin’s objectives have not
changed. From the outset of the full in-
vasion he ordered in February of 2022,
he has sought to subjugate Kyiv’s sov-
ereign authority to Moscow. He will
not succeed, but his failure in Ukraine
may make him more dangerous else-
where. In the fall of 2022, as Russia’s
war effort faltered, Russian officials re-
peatedly threatened to use tactical nu-
clear weapons in Ukraine. Given Rus-
sian drone activity in NATO territory
recently, our European allies who bor-
der Russia have legitimate fears that
Putin could escalate the war to include
them.
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President Trump is absolutely right
to expect our allies to assume responsi-
bility for their own security. Today
and for the next several years to come,
however, the undeniable fact is that
American forces have capabilities
which cannot be replicated by the rest
of NATO. Our continued involvement
and leadership are critical to deterring
Putin should he believe that he can
take action against NATO and succeed
either by taking territory or by frac-
turing the alliance.

Last month’s G7 statement is un-
equivocally clear in recognizing the
threat Putin poses to European secu-
rity. Through continued American
leadership, Putin will fail in his goals
to conquer Ukraine and split the West,
and not just Europe but the entire
world will be safer because of it.

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF BURDETT, KANSAS

Mr. President, this summer, from
July 17 to 19—not too far away—resi-
dents of Burdett, KS, will come to-
gether to celebrate the 150th anniver-
sary of the town’s founding.

Burdett is a small community of
fewer than 250 residents, and it is par-
ticularly meaningful to me as a place
that I have represented since I was
first elected to public office as a State
senator.

The community is special to me be-
cause, on election night of that State
senate race, Browns Grove Township
was the very first township to report
its voting totals, and the tally showed
that I just might win my uphill race
for the Kansas State Senate.

Some of my best remembrances are
the Monday community potluck
lunches and the annual Tri-County pic-
nic in the city park. I have knocked on
every door in Burdett and talked with
members of the community about their
hopes, their concerns, and how we can
preserve our special way of life for an-
other generation of Kansans.

This summer, as local residents com-
memorate Burdett’s history, they will
also pay tribute to one of their own:
Clyde Tombaugh, whose significant
contributions advanced the fields of
scientific discovery and space explo-
ration. It is impossible to visit Burdett
without seeing the pride the commu-
nity has in his accomplishments.

Born February 4, 1906, Clyde was
raised on a farm just outside Burdett,
and he quickly developed a love of as-
tronomy and learning. As a teenager,
he taught himself how to build his own
telescopes out of spare parts that he
found around the family farm.

Later, his commitment to research
and exploration would lead him to
make a remarkable discovery that
made history and helped to unlock a
new understanding of our solar system.
On February 18, 1930, at the age of just
24, Clyde discovered the existence of
Pluto, the only major planet discov-
ered here in the United States.

Following this achievement, Clyde
earned his bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in astronomy from the Univer-
sity of Kansas, and he went on to make
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many more contributions to advancing
the fields of scientific research and
space exploration.

In 2015, NASA honored him by car-
rying a portion of his ashes aboard the
New Horizons spacecraft on its mission
to Pluto. The heart-shaped region of
Pluto’s surface was officially named
Tombaugh Regio in his honor, paying
tribute to his accomplishments and ce-
menting the legacy of a Kansas farm
kid in one of the most remote parts of
our solar system.

As Burdett celebrates its 150th anni-
versary—and I say congratulations to
them—it is a history that is embodied
by the story of Clyde Tombaugh, some-
one with determination, hard work,
and curiosity, whose discoveries helped
to shape how future generations under-
stand our universe.

For decades, this tight-knit commu-
nity of Burdett has preserved his leg-
acy and made certain the world re-
members his contributions to science,
research, and discovery.

I hope everyone passing through
southwestern Kansas will take the
time to visit Burdett to learn the his-
tory and the legacy of this little town
on the plains of Kansas.

On behalf of the U.S. Senate to the
citizens of Burdett—past, present, and
future—I congratulate the community
of Burdett on its 1560th anniversary and
express my gratitude for the way in
which its residents have honored and
preserved the memory of one of our
most notable Kansans and how kind
they have always been to me.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

IRAN

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, Donald
Trump is dragging us back into war
again, and no one is exactly sure why.
He achieved almost none of his objec-
tives that he set out at the beginning
of war, while spending tens—if not hun-
dreds—of billions of dollars and forcing
Americans to pay more for everything,
especially gas and groceries. It has
been only a few days since the fighting
resumed, and gas is already up to $4.89
nationally and $5.44 in Hawaii. And the
President can’t be bothered to explain
why we are at war again and what we
are supposed to be getting out of it.

So let’s just go through his own stat-
ed objectives at the start of the war
and see where we stand today.

No. 1, regime change: ‘“There will be
no deal with Iran except UNCONDI-
TIONAL SURRENDER”—all caps—
Donald Trump said in the first week of
war.

He told the Iranians:

When we are finished, take over your gov-
ernment. It will be yours to take.

How did that work out?

The regime is intact. The regime is
led by a younger ayatollah with the
same last name, emboldened by the
knowledge that they survived months
of war against the world’s greatest su-
perpower. The Iranian opposition is
weaker than it was before the war, and
the Iranian people are no freer today.
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