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for fiscal year 2026, $20,622,823 for fiscal year

2027, $21,576,161 for fiscal year 2028, $22,573,570

for fiscal year 2029, and $23,617,086 for fiscal

year 2030,

SEC. 804. COMMUNITY SERVICE SENIOR OPPOR-
TUNITIES ACT.

Section 517(a) (42 U.S.C. 30560(a)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘$428,000,000°" and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘fiscal year 2024’ and inserting
‘540,340,139 for fiscal year 2026, $565,318,627
for fiscal year 2027, $591,451,804 for fiscal year
2028, $618,793,048 for fiscal year 2029, and
$647,398,205 for fiscal year 2030°°.

SEC. 805. GRANTS FOR NATIVE AMERICANS.

Section 643 (42 U.S.C. 3057n) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking
¢$37,102,560"" and all that follows through
“fiscal year 2024 and inserting ¢‘$47,028,435
for fiscal year 2026, $49,202,434 for fiscal year
2027, $51,476,932 for fiscal year 2028, $53,856,574
for fiscal year 2029, and $56,346,220 for fiscal
year 2030°’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking
¢$10,759,920” and all that follows through
“fiscal year 2024 and inserting ¢$13,584,151
for fiscal year 2026, $14,212,110 for fiscal year
2027, $14,869,098 for fiscal year 2028, $15,556,457
for fiscal year 2029, and $16,275,591 for fiscal
year 2030”°.
SEC. 806. ALLOTMENTS FOR ELDER RIGHTS PRO-

TECTION ACTIVITIES.

Section 702 (42 U.S.C. 3058a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking
¢‘$18,066,950° and all that follows through
“fiscal year 2024 and inserting ‘‘$22,809,108
for fiscal year 2026, $23,863,512 for fiscal year
2027, $24,966,659 for fiscal year 2028, $26,120,801
for fiscal year 2029, and $27,328,297 for fiscal
year 2030’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking
‘$5,107,110” and all that follows through ‘‘fis-
cal year 2024 and inserting °‘$6,447,609 for
fiscal year 2026, $6,745,665 for fiscal year 2027,
$7,057,499 for fiscal year 2028, $7,383,748 for fis-
cal year 2029, and $7,725,079 for fiscal year
2030”°.

GREAT OUTDOORS MONTH

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 798.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 798) designating June
2026 as ‘‘Great Outdoors Month™.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 24, 2026,
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)

798) was
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COMMEMORATING THE 70TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE UNITED
STATES FOREST SERVICE INSTI-
TUTE OF PACIFIC ISLANDS FOR-
ESTRY

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be discharged from further
consideration and the Senate now pro-
ceed to S. Res. 742.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 742) commemorating
the 70th anniversary of the United States
Forest Service Institute of Pacific Islands
Forestry.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 20, 2026,
under ““‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

742) was

CONGRATULATING THE 2025-2026
CAROLINA HURRICANES FOR
WINNING THE STANLEY CUP

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
803, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 803) congratulating
the 2025-2026 Carolina Hurricanes for winning
the Stanley Cup.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

The

803) was

————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
15, 2026

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 15; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
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morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the Kuntz nomination;
further, that notwithstanding rule
XXII, the cloture motion ripen at 12
noon on the Kuntz nomination; that if
cloture is invoked, all postcloture time
be expired at 2 p.m. and the Senate
vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion at that time; finally, that if the
nomination is confirmed during
Wednesday’s session of the Senate, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order following the remarks of
Senator BOOKER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from New Jersey.

———
DEMOCRACY

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I think
there are profound moments in the
course of our 250 years when our Nation
was at an inflection point, and I believe
this is one of those inflection points
where, as we look at the events in our
Nation, we don’t just ask the question
“What is happening?” we have to ask
the question ‘“Who are we becoming?”’

There are moments where this ques-
tion of ““Who are we as a nation?’’ has
to come with the understanding that
every generation of Americans has to
define themselves. This is a question
right now, with the events of recent
days, where we must ask that ques-
tion—who are we as a nation? What do
we stand for?

This is a question that is larger than
politics, larger than left or right, larg-
er than immigration policy, larger
than any one party. It is a question
that really asks about the immense
power that we entrust to our govern-
ment and is that still constrained. Do
we still live under a Constitution
where, by our very definition as a na-
tion, we should have accountability
and transparency; that when we do
things like pledge allegiance to a flag,
it is not simply the banner, but it is
also the values, this idea that every
single life has worth.

Think about these conceptions of hu-
manity that we put forth 250 years
ago—that we are all created equal. I
believe this is an inflection point in
our Nation that should not be normal-
ized but should really force us to ask
this question as American citizens and
ask this question as Members of this
body.
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Every life—every life—was created
equally, has -equal dignity, equal
worth. And when government, our gov-
ernment, takes a life, there must be ac-
countability; that is something pre-
cious in this Nation, the value of life
and the responsibility of those who
wield power.

It is not just confidence in govern-
ment that I am talking about. It is not
just faith in how our laws are enforced.
It really is the very idea of our Nation.
That is how I want to set my remarks
here because this is an inflection point
in America.

We are a nation that stands for some-
thing. Our Nation was founded on the
belief that all are created equal, en-
dowed by their Creator with inalien-
able rights, and among them are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
But today, I am rising because of my
growing concern that we are not living
up to those ideals, and the con-
sequences of that are that we are nor-
malizing something so utterly tragic.

Two more people have fallen in our
Nation. Two more families are grieving
in our Nation. And I refuse to believe
that this is simply the cost of doing
business in the United States of Amer-
ica.

Last Tuesday morning, Lorenzo
Salgado Araujo climbed into his work
van like millions of Americans do all
over our country every single workday.
He wasn’t headed to a protest or a po-
litical rally. He wasn’t headed into
conflict. He was headed to work. He
was b2 years old. He was a husband, a
father of American children, a man
who spent decades in this country
building a life, supporting his family,
contributing to his community, paying
taxes.

On his way to work, Federal agents
in unmarked vehicles began following
his van. Moments later, an officer fired
through the passenger side window,
and Lorenzo stumbled from that vehi-
cle. Agents forced him to the ground,
and he died right there on the pave-
ment.

Yesterday morning, it happened
again. Joan Sebastian Guerrero. He
was 26 years old and also a father. He
was authorized to work in our country,
has a Social Security number. On his
way to work, another shooting. An-
other grieving family. Another life,
precious life, gone.

I stand here today because I am deep-
ly worried about something so funda-
mental to our country that is now in
crisis. I worry that we are becoming
accustomed to things that should hor-
rify us, that we are becoming so ex-
hausted, so polarized, so overwhelmed
that another death just becomes an-
other headline, another investigation,
another news cycle, another family left
to grieve.

The greatest danger to democracy is
not simply injustice; it is when injus-
tice no longer shocks us, no longer
moves us, no longer compels us to meet
that injustice. It is a poverty—a pov-
erty of empathy, a poverty of concern.
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It is a tragedy that in the midst of
tragedy, our hearts stop breaking,
when outrage gives way to indifference,
because indifference is where account-
ability goes to die.

And this is not the first time. Earlier
this year, Renee Good was killed, and
Alex Pretti was killed. American citi-
zens. Families forever changed. Lives
forever interrupted. And what hap-
pened? Investigations were literally
shut down by our Justice Department.
Think about that. The highest law en-
forcement officers in the land shut
down an investigation into those mur-
ders. Those investigations were not
completed. They did not follow where
the evidence led. They were simply
stopped, halted. Justice denied.

Every police officer—and I have
worked closely with many of them—
every police officer knows that when
deadly force is used, there must be
scrutiny, not because we assume any
guilt but because accountability pro-
tects everyone in our democracy.

It protects the public; it protects the
officers; it protects the confidence in
the very idea of the rule of law upon
which our country and our Constitu-
tion is built.

No badge and no police officer I know
fear transparency. So many of the hon-
orable officers that I dealt with every
day as a mayor, they want the truth.
In fact, those incredible officers de-
mand it because accountability is not
the enemy of law enforcement. It is
what gives law enforcement its
strength and its true moral authority.
It is what gives the laws of this land
and those who conduct them their very
legitimacy. To not investigate, scruti-
nize, have transparency and account-
ability when tragedy strikes, erodes
the very foundation of our democracy.
Amidst the tragedy of those depths, we
see our very constitutional principles
at stake, and this is where Congress
has an obligation.

Right now, we are seeing with ICE in
America, this Congress appropriated
billions upon billions of dollars, hand-
ing this Agency unprecedented sums of
taxpayer money but also in that proc-
ess allowing oversight to be stripped
away, less accountability.

Think about this: We have appro-
priated to this one law enforcement
Agency over $200 billion, more than the
FBI, the ATF, the DEA, the Marshals
Service, the Bureau of Prisons, Secret
Service, TSA, and the Coast Guard
combined. ICE in America has a bigger
budget than those eight law enforce-
ment organizations, billions upon bil-
lions of dollars, over $200 billion.

And yet what do we get? Greater ac-
countability? Greater oversight? No.
We get lowering of hiring standards.
We get reduced oversight. We get inter-
nal watchdogs removed or weakened.
We get body cameras still absent, as we
saw in these last two murders, as if we
can’t afford them.

More money, more power, less ac-
countability, less scrutiny, less over-
sight—this is not conservative govern-
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ment. The fiscal conservatives on both
sides understand that you don’t shovel
money toward an organization, out-
stripping most law enforcement Agen-
cies in the entire United States of
America, whether those that are inves-
tigating drug trafficking or insurance
fraud or illegal arms smuggling. No,
$200 billion—the most spent for ICE—
and you get less accountability for
those taxpayer dollars and then when
tragedy strikes, less accountability for
actions of horror.

This is dangerous, not just to fami-
lies that are being pulled over and de-
tained and thrown onto pavement. It is
not just dangerous to the horrible
deaths of the names that I have men-
tioned. But it is dangerous to our de-
mocracy.

But perhaps those who have passed
under these circumstances, we should
listen to them. Perhaps we should lis-
ten to their last words.

Lorenzo Salgado Araujo,
words:

They are killing me.

Joan Sebastian Guerrero, his last
words:

I tried to stop.

Nicole Renee Good, her last words:

I'm not mad at you.

Alex Pretti, perhaps words that
should penetrate us now, his last
words:

Are you OK?

Now, I thought about those words:

Are you OK?

‘““Are you OK?”’

And that is the question. Are we OK?
Are we OK? Are we OK when fathers
are killed on their way to work? Are
we OK when systems of oversight have
virtually disappeared? Are we OK when
we entrust the extraordinary power,
when we entrust that power and yet
the people in power face less account-
ability to the people that put them in
power?

Are we, as a nation, becoming so
numb that the death of law-abiding
people by agents does not motivate us
to ask: Why is this happening in Amer-
ica, under what justification? Are we
shrinking from our duty as Americans
to value every life and understand that
injustice anywhere is a threat to jus-
tice everywhere?

I don’t think we are becoming numb,
but I worry that the Senate is con-
sciously looking away; that we are not
doing our sworn constitutional duty.
Our Founders, in their genius, decided
to set up a government with checks
and balances.

What happens to that government
when the article I branch of the gov-
ernment here in the Senate does not
ask questions like Alex Pretti did, does
not look for answers like people are de-
manding, does not ask for oversight,
not just over the $200 billion being
spent but doesn’t ask for oversight
when the most horrific imaginable
thing can happen, when law-abiding
people are Killed? Are we not asking
for answers?

his last
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This Senate swore an oath to the
Constitution. We have an obligation to
provide checks and balances, to con-
duct oversight, to demand trans-
parency, to hold the executive branch
accountable when power is abused.
Today, we are failing in our constitu-
tional duty. Today, we are failing our
democracy. Today, we are failing fami-
lies that are mourning and grieving.

Look, this is not an immigration
speech. It is not a speech about wheth-
er we support strong borders. I do, un-
equivocally and firmly. America must
have secure borders. It must enforce its
immigration laws. America must pro-
tect all of its communities from any
threats.

The first words of our founding docu-
ment talked about forming a govern-
ment of common defense and the safety
and security of our communities. But
we can never ever abandon the funda-
mental precept that this is a democ-
racy, and therefore we must have ac-
countability.

We are not an autocracy. We are not
an authoritarian government. We are
not a monarchy where we have Kings
and Queens above question, above ac-
countability, and above the law.

We are a democracy, and the very
mission of this body is to hold the Ex-
ecutive accountable when they are tak-
ing Executive action, especially when
they are using the greatest power that
could be entrusted into a government
that is to take lives, to Kkill people. To
minimize that, to watch people die in
our streets without accountability or
transparency is a direct assault on the
foundational ideals of who we are as a
people.

“Are we OK,” he asks. Are we OK?
This is the revolutionary idea of Amer-
ica. No person, not a President, not
Senators, not judges, no person is
above the law—not a Federal agent in
an unmarked car and undistinguished
uniform with a gun in their hands fir-
ing through a window and Kkilling
someone.

Power without accountability is not
strength. It is the beginning of tyr-
anny. Every government is asked
whether it will preserve the principles
it inherited. This is our moment. This
is why the Constitution envisioned this
body. And yet we are failing in that
duty to provide oversight, account-
ability, checks and balances.

And the consequence is the repeated
tragedy within this Agency of seeing
people killed on our streets. We owe
these families, we owe our democracy
an independent investigation. I demand
that from my colleagues. I call upon an
independent investigation, and I should
be joined by a chorus of my colleagues
with the conviction that this is not
right or left. This is why we were elect-
ed in the first place and why we put our
hands on our Bible and swore an oath
to that Constitution.

I am anguished. I am angry. This is
an inflection point in our democracy,
another one that seems to be coming
with increasing speed and rapidity. We
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make this presumption that this Na-
tion sits upon a bedrock that will never
crumble.

Well, I am telling you, I am not
afraid of any nation outside of our own.
What I am afraid of is the corrosive,
cancerous corruption of a nation who
swears an oath to ideals but does not
fulfill them in their duty.

I don’t know what to say when we
have another dead person, when we are
seeing people in our streets, law-abid-
ing, loving their families, and they are
asking those questions: Who are we in
this Nation?

I pray that this Senate changes
course, and instead of silence they an-
swer with a commanding conviction
that we are the United States of Amer-
ica. We are a nation of laws; that no
one, be they the President, be they a
Senator, be they an officer in the
street, no one is above the law.

————

IRAN

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I don’t
have written remarks for this, but I
have been stunned that we here in this
Nation are at war. We are unequivo-
cally at war.

And I did write down what I have
heard from leaders. Let me quote, on
March 9, the President of the United
States said:

[Tlhe war is very complete, pretty much.

On April 7, the Vice President of the
United States, JD Vance, our former
colleague here in the Senate, said:

[Vlery shortly, this war is going to con-
clude.

On April 8, Pete Hegseth, the Sec-
retary, said we had ‘‘achieved every
single objective on plan, on schedule,
exactly as laid out from day one.”

In June, Secretary Rubio came to the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
upon which I sit, and testified under
oath declaring that ‘‘the war is over.”

Yet that same day, we had Kkinetic
exchanges with Iran. June 18, Donald
Trump said the United States had ‘‘de-
feated” Iran ‘‘totally militarily” and

that the memorandum of under-
standing ‘‘probably is unconditional
surrender.”’

Let’s fast-forward to July 14: Missiles
and drones are still flying. The war is
still raging. The President has
achieved none of the goals.

I know what has happened though is
that we lifted sanctions on Iran. They
got billions of dollars of oil sales done.
We have seen the greatest energy crisis
in my lifetime upending global oil mar-
kets, but more important to me, seeing
people’s gas prices go up but not only
their gas prices, what have we seen? We
have seen that everything that touches
that fuel source, the transportation of
goods and services, has made prices go
up for families all across our country.

I have seen the suffering, not just of
the American people with higher costs
but American military who are being
held over and over and over, put in
harm’s way, hundreds injured, 14 dead,
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and what have we achieved? The Strait
of Hormuz is still closed. The President
said that he wanted to deal with the
highly enriched material. It is still in
country. The President said he wanted
regime change. We have a more ex-
treme regime. The President said he
was going to get unconditional sur-
render. They have not unconditionally
surrendered. They are firing at our sol-
diers right now.

Every goal he laid out for a war that
he did not come to Congress, as the
Constitution says—everything he laid
out has not been achieved.

And even the memorandum of under-
standing that he said was so great had
so many holes of Swiss cheese that it
fell apart, and here we are back at war.

And what is the President’s plan?
Can one Senator here say, tell us, what
the President of the United States is
trying to achieve as we spend billions
and billions of dollars a day, a week, in
this conflict?

What is he trying to achieve right
now? Nobody knows the plan. This is
““‘deja vu all over again,” as the great
New Jerseyan, Yogi Berra said. This is
yet another quagmire in the Middle
East with no plan, with no strategy,
with no clear objectives, with Ameri-
cans putting their lives on the line.

And what are we doing here in this
body? Nothing. We are going on this
week as if this is business as usual. A
bunch of us are trying to force more
oversight votes or—excuse me—war
powers votes.

But this body is doing nothing as a
President is spending billions of tax-
payer dollars, upending our national
economy, putting lives at risk in a war
that has achieved nothing but made
things worse with the Strait of Hormuz
closed.

And what are we doing, Congress?
Nothing to check a President that is
clearly out of control, who is clearly
out of his depth, who is clearly not the
great dealmaker because he failed in
making deals with Iran before this deal
and—even though he claimed to have
one—it clearly fell apart.

We have war powers. The Constitu-
tion is clear. Yet, you are letting him
for month after month after month—
since February—conduct a war that is
depleting our military reserves, com-
ing at a great cost and sacrifice to
military members and their families,
and every American is paying the price
for it in their everyday costs.

This is outrageous. This is unaccept-
able. And this body is trying to nor-
malize this: Oh, just another day in
America. Well, no, we are at war right
now, and we have an obligation to ei-
ther stand up and vote in favor of that
war or stop it.

This is one of the most unimaginable,
dystopic realities we are in right now,
where the very body that has the power
to declare war is not doing anything
and letting this President continue to
get us into a quagmire. And now he
can’t even tell us why we are in it,
what he is trying to achieve. He is des-
perately scrambling to get the Strait
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