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new divisions, strengthening organiza-
tional capability and increasing gov-
ernment engineering capacity by 15
percent. Over the course of his leader-
ship, he simultaneously served in mul-
tiple demanding roles, including dep-
uty director, fire support division
chief, head of special projects, and
oversight of critical business manage-
ment functions, reflecting the con-
fidence his superiors and colleagues
consistently placed in his leadership.

Following his distinguished govern-
ment career, Mr. Gosnell continued his
service to the defense community
through his leadership at COLSA Cor-
poration. As chief executive officer, he
has overseen one of the most successful
periods in the company’s history.
Under his guidance, COLSA achieved
record growth, generating more than
$400 million in new revenue during 2024
and 2025 alone. Despite significant in-
dustry-wide challenges resulting from
Federal contract reviews and reduc-
tions in professional services spending,
COLSA remained resilient and well-po-
sitioned for continued success. Mr.
Gosnell fostered a culture of collabora-
tion, accountability, and open commu-
nication, empowering leaders through-
out the organization to contribute
ideas and pursue innovative solutions.
He strengthened strategic partnerships
across the Huntsville and Eglin defense
communities, resulting in increased
prime contract awards and valuable
teaming opportunities. Recognizing the
importance of disciplined growth, he
established rigorous business develop-
ment processes that enhanced cor-
porate performance and maintained a
strong pipeline of future opportunities.
He also helped position COLSA at the
forefront of emerging technologies by
leading the company’s expansion into
uncrewed systems, assembling highly
skilled teams and helping bring inno-
vative commercial drone technologies
to market. Throughout his tenure, he
remained steadfastly focused on long-
term growth while ensuring that every
decision reflected the four values es-
tablished by COLSA’s founder, Dr.
Frank J. Collazo: teamwork, integrity,
people, and customer satisfaction.

Mr. Gosnell’s career has been defined
by innovation and forward-thinking
leadership. He played a pivotal role in
advancing the use of game-based tech-
nologies for military training and re-
cruiting, helping bring to life the
groundbreaking America’s Army pro-
gram, which reached more than 10 mil-
lion registered users and became one of
the most widely recognized online mili-
tary engagement tools in the world.
His vision in leveraging emerging tech-
nology helped modernize how the Army
communicates with and inspires future
generations of servicemembers.

His contributions to cyber security
and systems engineering have likewise
left a lasting mark. Mr. Gosnell was in-
strumental in developing Software En-
gineering Directorate capabilities to
secure critical operational and training
systems against evolving cyber
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threats, strengthening the Army’s in-
formation assurance posture during a
period of rapidly increasing digital
risk. He also played a central role in
expanding systems integration labora-
tory concepts to aviation platforms,
enabling improved interoperability, en-
hanced testing, and significant cost
savings across multiple Army air-
frames, including the AH-64 Apache,
UH-60 Black Hawk, CH-47 Chinook, and
other mission-critical platforms.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Mr. Gosnell consistently demonstrated
an unwavering commitment to
strengthening America’s defense capa-
bilities while fostering technical excel-
lence within government and industry
alike. His work in missile defense sys-
tems testing, aviation interoperability,
cyber security, business leadership, and
organizational development has had an
enduring impact, directly supporting
the readiness of our armed forces and
the strength of Alabama’s defense in-
dustrial base.

I am pleased to join my colleagues
and the citizens of Alabama in express-
ing our sincere gratitude to Mr. Barry
Gosnell for his extraordinary leader-
ship, innovation, and faithful service to
the U.S. Army, the defense community,
and our Nation. His career stands as a
testament to excellence in public serv-
ice, principled leadership, and a stead-
fast commitment to those he serves.
Mr. Gosnell is truly an outstanding
American.e

————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
THOMAS O’CONNOR

e Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I am
honored to recognize the extraordinary
service of MG Thomas O’Connor on his
retirement from the U.S. Army after
more than three decades of distin-
guished service to our Nation.

Major General O’Connor has devoted
his life to the defense of our country
and has served with integrity, profes-
sionalism, and bravery. Since he com-
missioned from the U.S. Military Acad-
emy in 1994, Major General O’Connor
has led a multitude of operational as-
signments, from commanding cavalry
troops during the height of the Global
War on Terror to being a key driver of
modernization in Army aviation. Ala-
bama, our Nation, and our entire globe
are safer and more secure thanks to
the discipline, dedication, and heroism
of Major General O’Connor.

Over the course of his exceptional ca-
reer, Major General O’Connor has held
key leadership positions at every level
of command, including company com-
mand at Fort Hood, command of the 2d
Squadron, 6th Cavalry in Afghanistan,
and leadership of the Combat Aviation
Brigade, 1st Armored Division at Fort
Bliss. He has served abroad on numer-
ous deployments with the 101st Air-
borne Division and the 25th Infantry
Division, including historic Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring
Freedom, and Operation Atlantic Re-
solve. He has earned an exemplary rep-
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utation as a steadfast and skilled com-
bat leader, and his experiences have
provided him with a profound under-
standing of the needs of the American
warfighter. His extensive tactical lead-
ership, unwavering devotion to his fel-
low soldiers, and unique gift for com-
bat strategy represent the absolute
best that the U.S. Army has to offer.

While Major General O’Connor has
played a pivotal role in strengthening
military readiness, maximizing oper-
ational effectiveness, and prioritizing
modernization abroad, his leadership at
home is equally impressive. As com-
manding general of the U.S. Army
Aviation and Missile Command at Red-
stone Arsenal in Huntsville, AL, he
played a pivotal role in strengthening
our aviation and missile lethality
around the globe. Additionally, as dep-
uty commander of the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Center of Excellence, located at
Fort Rucker, Major General O’Connor
further strengthened the future of
Army aviation. Most recently, in his
role as the Director of Force Develop-
ment for the Office of the Deputy Chief
of Staff, Major General O’Connor has
transformed the Army’s modernization
efforts. His leadership has directly en-
sured that American forces remained
prepared, capable, and ready to respond
to emerging global threats.

Major General O’Connor’s career ex-
emplifies the highest standards and
values of the U.S. Army: courage, Vi-
sion, rigor, and a commitment to duty.
His service has strengthened our mili-
tary, safeguarded our national secu-
rity, and inspired countless soldiers
who served alongside him.

I wish to extend my deep gratitude to
MG Thomas O’Connor for his lifetime
of highly respected and faithful service
to the U.S. Army. On behalf of a grate-
ful nation, I thank him and his entire
family for their sacrifices and wish
them the best as they enter into this
new season of life. His legacy of cour-
age and commitment will endure for
generations to come.®

————

TRIBUTE TO DASHAUN BROWN,
RYAN GILLESPIE, AND GIUSEPPE
MARTURANO

e Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Dashaun Brown,
Ryan Gillespie, and Giuseppe
Marturano for their heroic actions on
May 21, 2026. While playing soccer on
Wrightsville Beach, NC, Mr. Brown,
Mr. Gillespie, and Mr. Marturano heard
cries for help. As Mr. Marturano called
911, Mr. Brown and Mr. Gillespie ran
into the water to rescue Nicole Woods
and her nephew.

As the current continued to pull Ms.
Woods and her nephew farther out to
sea, Mr. Brown and Mr. Gillespie
fought through rough surf and reached
them. Ms. Woods was able to push her
nephew toward the two men, and with-
in minutes, first responders arrived and
brought both Ms. Woods and her neph-
ew to shore.

Thanks to their bravery and the
rapid response of first responders, an
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otherwise tragic outcome was averted.
Their actions reflect the very best of
our great State, and I am proud to rec-
ognize these young men today.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Dashaun Brown, Ryan Gil-
lespie, and Giuseppe Marturano for
their extraordinary heroism and in ex-
pressing our deepest gratitude for their
service to others in a moment of ur-
gent need.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and withdrawals which were referred to
the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
14078 OF JULY 19, 2022, WITH RE-
SPECT TO HOSTAGE-TAKING AND
THE WRONGFUL DETENTION OF
UNITED STATES NATIONALS
ABROAD—PM 63

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to hos-
tage-taking and the wrongful detention
of United States nationals abroad de-
clared in Executive Order 14078 of July
19, 2022, is to continue in effect beyond
July 19, 2026.

Hostage-taking and the wrongful de-
tention of United States nationals are
heinous acts that undermine the rule
of law. Terrorist organizations, crimi-
nal groups, and other malicious actors
who take hostages for financial, polit-
ical, or other gain—as well as foreign
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states that engage in the practice of
wrongful detention, including for polit-
ical leverage or to seek concessions
from the United States—threaten the
integrity of the international political
system and the safety of United States
nationals and other persons abroad.
Hostage-taking and the wrongful de-
tention of United States nationals
abroad continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Therefore, I have
determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 14078 with respect
to hostage-taking and the wrongful de-
tention of United States nationals
abroad.
DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 13, 2026.

————

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13581 OF JULY 24, 2011, WITH RE-
SPECT TO SIGNIFICANT
TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL OR-
GANIZATIONS—PM 64

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622 (d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency
unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and trans-
mits to the Congress a notice stating that
the emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Fed-
eral Register for publication the enclosed no-
tice stating that the national emergency
with respect to significant transnational
criminal organizations declared in Executive
Order 13581 of July 24, 2011, under which addi-
tional steps were taken in Executive Order
13863 of March 15, 2019, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond July 24, 2026.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations have reached such
scope and gravity that they threaten the sta-
bility of international political and eco-
nomic systems. Such organizations are be-
coming increasingly sophisticated and dan-
gerous to the United States; they are in-
creasingly entrenched in the operations of
foreign governments and the international
financial system, thereby weakening demo-
cratic institutions, degrading the rule of law,
and undermining economic markets. These
organizations facilitate and aggravate vio-
lent civil conflicts and increasingly facili-
tate the activities of other dangerous per-
sons.

Significant transnational criminal organi-
zations continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. Therefore, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency with respect to significant
transnational criminal organizations de-
clared in Executive Order 13581.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 13, 2026.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:39 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3106. An act to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to conduct a collective
response to a terrorism exercise that in-
cludes the management of cascading effects
on critical infrastructure during times of ex-
treme cold weather, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3535. An act to amend the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to apply the
prohibition against contributions and dona-
tions by foreign nationals in connection with
elections to contributions or donations in
connection with Dballot initiatives and
referenda.

H.R. 6332. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 10660 Page Avenue in Fairfax, Virginia, as
the ‘‘Congressman Gerald E. Connolly Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 7574. An act to provide for the reorga-
nization and realignment of the Engage-
ment, Liaison, and Outreach Office of the
Department of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 7809. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 201 East Grant Avenue in Georgetown,
Ohio, as the ‘““Ulysses S. Grant Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 8168. An act to require an assessment
of terrorism threats to the United States
posed by foreign terrorist organizations and
Specially Designated Global Terrorists
present in countries that are major non-
NATO allies, and for other purposes.

H.R. 8535. An act to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to develop performance
metrics relating to the detection, deter-
rence, and seizure of illicit fentanyl, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 8738. An act to amend the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to require
electronic report filing for persons making
certain electioneering communications and
to permit political committees to make dis-
bursements other than by check.

H.R. 8770. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to establish funds for invest-
ments in aviation security, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 8874. An act to amend the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal year 2023 to require recurring re-
ports on the transition of jurisdictions no
longer eligible for Urban Area Security Ini-
tiative funding, and for other purposes.

H.R. 8897. An act to improve travel for
American families, and for other purposes.

H.R. 9328. An act to improve travel for ac-
tive-duty military personnel and accom-
panying family, and for other purposes.

H.R. 9388. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize an extension of a
program to permit screened passengers and
their property arriving on direct flights or
flight segments originating at certain for-
eign last point of departure airports to con-
tinue on additional flights or flight segments
originating in the United States without ad-
ditional screening, and for other purposes.

H.R. 9391. An act to authorize an extension
and expansion of the reimbursable screening
services program of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
House agreed to the following resolu-
tion:

H. Res. 1424. Resolution relative to the
death of the Honorable Lindsey Graham, a
Senator from the State of South Carolina.
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