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brothers Nate and Todd McCubbin 
founded ShinyTop Brewing in 2016 after 
Nate, a military veteran, discovered a 
passion for homebrewing. The brothers’ 
venture was born from a desire to cre-
ate something their hometown could 
take pride in. What started with shar-
ing their craft beer among friends and 
family soon revealed a deeper purpose: 
building community through brewing. 
A simple hobby quickly grew into a 
meaningful opportunity to bring people 
together, foster connections, and cre-
ate a gathering place centered around 
great craft beer. 

Over the years, ShinyTop experi-
enced significant growth, expanding 
both its physical space and its menu of-
ferings. More than a decade later, the 
brewery has become a fixture in Fort 
Dodge. The brewery has remained a 
beacon of opportunity for the city. Fos-
tering a welcoming environment, the 
McCubbins have sought to build rela-
tionships and connect their visitors to 
the city’s vast art, music, and philan-
thropic spheres. Yet for Nate and Todd, 
the true measure of success is not the 
brewery’s growth, but the positive im-
pact it has had on the area and the re-
lationships it has helped foster along 
the way. 

The brothers successfully turned a 
dilapidated building into what 
ShinyTop is today. Although the busi-
ness physically resembles a brewery, 
the brothers say that it is representa-
tive of much more than that, ShinyTop 
is an instrument to cultivating com-
munity growth, while sharing family 
values. As a member of the Greater 
Fort Dodge Growth Alliance and the 
chamber of commerce, ShinyTop 
prioritizes economic and social devel-
opment in the city. In addition to 
ShinyTop’s engagement, the McCubbin 
brothers are also heavily involved in 
the community; Nate is on the board of 
the Fort Dodge Fine Arts Association, 
and Todd is a member of the city coun-
cil. Through individual and group ef-
forts, these entrepreneurs are looking 
to positively impact their community. 

By partnering with local organiza-
tions, the brewery has fostered mean-
ingful engagement while supporting 
local initiatives, strengthening neigh-
borhood connections, and contributing 
to the overall growth and well-being of 
Fort Dodge. In the spirit of supporting 
the area, ShinyTop has partnered with 
the Fort Dodge Fine Arts Association, 
Serving our Servants, Fort Dodge Fire-
fighter’s Association, and has collabo-
rated with other local organizations. 
More recently, the brewery has intro-
duced its Giving Tuesday initiative in 
which 10 percent of its sales are do-
nated to a partnering charity or orga-
nization. ShinyTop and the McCubbins 
continue to prove their generosity and 
enthusiasm to give back to the area. 

I am pleased to recognize Nate and 
Todd McCubbin along with the entire 
team at ShinyTop Brewing for their 
dedication to the Fort Dodge commu-
nity. I look forward to their continued 
success and wish them the very best in 
the years ahead. 

REMEMBERING VERA BENESBY 
JORDAN 

∑ Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of an 
exceptional Alabamian, Ms. Vera 
Benesby Jordan. Vera was an incred-
ible woman—a true steward of the 
Lord, a generous public servant, a 
deeply loving daughter, sister, aunt, 
and friend, and someone I was proud to 
know. 

A lifelong resident of Montgomery, 
Vera was born on December 13, 1971, to 
parents Richard S. Jordan, Jr., and 
Viola Howze Jordan. From an early 
age, Vera was an involved and gifted 
student, excelling both academically 
and in her extracurricular activities, 
later earning her induction into the 
Lee High School Hall of Fame. 

Her enthusiasm for pouring her time 
and talents into her campus commu-
nity continued at Spelman College, 
where she earned a bachelor of arts de-
gree in history and minor in secondary 
education. There, she held no shortage 
of leadership positions in student gov-
ernment, Kappa Delta Epsilon, the 
Morehouse Maroon Tigers Cheer Team, 
Mortar Board, and several other cam-
pus clubs. Vera also served as the presi-
dent of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated, Mu Pi Chapter and re-
mained an active life member in the 
Beta Nu Omega Chapter. She furthered 
her higher education at both the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and Auburn 
University of Montgomery where she 
earned master’s degrees. For Vera, edu-
cation was a lifelong pursuit and she 
always embraced the opportunity to 
learn. 

Her involvement at these universities 
was just the beginning of how she 
would positively impact those around 
her across the great State of Alabama. 
For 15 years, Vera served as a congres-
sional field representative for U.S. Sen-
ator Richard Shelby. I had the privi-
lege of working alongside Vera for sev-
eral of those years, where we supported 
Senator Shelby in his efforts to 
strengthen both Alabama and our Na-
tion. It was an honor to witness her in-
credible ability to connect with Ala-
bamians, work through issues, and de-
liver for our State. By the time she re-
tired in 2021, Vera was beloved and 
well-respected by her colleagues and 
the people of Alabama. 

Beyond serving her State through 
her professional career, Vera was also 
an active volunteer throughout the 
Montgomery community. From her 
role as the president of the Mont-
gomery (AL) Chapter of The Links, In-
corporated, to supporting Habitat for 
Humanity, to serving on the Metro 
YMCA Board and so much more, Vera 
devoted her free time to uplifting, 
strengthening, and advocating for 
those around her. She was a shining ex-
ample of a true servant leader. 

Vera’s most important calling was to 
live a life of great faith. As a fifth-gen-
eration member of Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Baptist Church, Vera’s devo-
tion to the Lord was the foundation of 

her life. Every choice she made was 
rooted in her trust in God and in every 
action she took, she sought to spread 
His love. She touched countless lives 
through her deep faith in the Lord, and 
while her earthly journey has come to 
an end, I am encouraged that her Heav-
enly one has just begun. 

While Vera’s legacy of public service 
is unmistakably woven throughout the 
Montgomery community, her spirit 
will truly live on through her pride and 
joy; her family and friends. Vera treas-
ured her relationships with her mother; 
sisters Sharon V. Jordan, LaFreeda M. 
Jordan, and Richele Jordan-Davis; 
nephews Richard Davis, Nyles Davis, 
and Bray Davis; and brother-in-law 
Daryl Davis. She loved her family deep-
ly and offered them wisdom, and en-
couragement whenever possible. Vera 
also worked to cultivate lifelong 
friendships and will be remembered for 
her warmth, kindness, and support. 

As we mourn this devastating loss to 
the Montgomery community, I pray 
that Vera’s loved ones find peace in 
knowing how profoundly she impacted 
and bettered those around her. She was 
truly one of a kind, a leader with a 
servant’s heart, steadfast faith in the 
Lord, and a remarkable ability to cre-
ate meaningful change. Vera will be 
greatly missed. I am honored to share 
her story and help celebrate the mem-
ory of an extraordinary woman.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARRY GOSNELL 

∑ Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize Mr. Barry 
Gosnell, an exceptional public servant, 
business leader, and innovator whose 
more than four decades of leadership in 
government and industry have 
strengthened our national defense, ad-
vanced technological innovation, and 
fostered economic growth throughout 
the Tennessee Valley and beyond. 

A longtime leader at Redstone Arse-
nal, Mr. Gosnell devoted 28 years of ci-
vilian service to advancing engineering 
excellence, innovation, and mission ef-
fectiveness in support of the American 
warfighter. Most recently serving as 
deputy director of the Software Engi-
neering Directorate, he helped lead one 
of the Army’s most vital technical or-
ganizations through a period of re-
markable growth and transformation. 
As a principal architect of that suc-
cess, Mr. Gosnell played a central role 
in the directorate’s 40-percent increase 
in business revenue, reaching $1.1 bil-
lion in fiscal year 2012, while the orga-
nization expanded to more than 3,000 
government and contract engineers 
supporting some of our Nation’s most 
important defense programs. 

Before serving as deputy director, 
Mr. Gosnell led the Acquisition and 
Technology Engineering Division for 14 
years and earned a reputation as a 
trusted and highly capable executive 
leader. During his tenure, he oversaw 
the reassignment of engineers and 
technical personnel to establish two 
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new divisions, strengthening organiza-
tional capability and increasing gov-
ernment engineering capacity by 15 
percent. Over the course of his leader-
ship, he simultaneously served in mul-
tiple demanding roles, including dep-
uty director, fire support division 
chief, head of special projects, and 
oversight of critical business manage-
ment functions, reflecting the con-
fidence his superiors and colleagues 
consistently placed in his leadership. 

Following his distinguished govern-
ment career, Mr. Gosnell continued his 
service to the defense community 
through his leadership at COLSA Cor-
poration. As chief executive officer, he 
has overseen one of the most successful 
periods in the company’s history. 
Under his guidance, COLSA achieved 
record growth, generating more than 
$400 million in new revenue during 2024 
and 2025 alone. Despite significant in-
dustry-wide challenges resulting from 
Federal contract reviews and reduc-
tions in professional services spending, 
COLSA remained resilient and well-po-
sitioned for continued success. Mr. 
Gosnell fostered a culture of collabora-
tion, accountability, and open commu-
nication, empowering leaders through-
out the organization to contribute 
ideas and pursue innovative solutions. 
He strengthened strategic partnerships 
across the Huntsville and Eglin defense 
communities, resulting in increased 
prime contract awards and valuable 
teaming opportunities. Recognizing the 
importance of disciplined growth, he 
established rigorous business develop-
ment processes that enhanced cor-
porate performance and maintained a 
strong pipeline of future opportunities. 
He also helped position COLSA at the 
forefront of emerging technologies by 
leading the company’s expansion into 
uncrewed systems, assembling highly 
skilled teams and helping bring inno-
vative commercial drone technologies 
to market. Throughout his tenure, he 
remained steadfastly focused on long- 
term growth while ensuring that every 
decision reflected the four values es-
tablished by COLSA’s founder, Dr. 
Frank J. Collazo: teamwork, integrity, 
people, and customer satisfaction. 

Mr. Gosnell’s career has been defined 
by innovation and forward-thinking 
leadership. He played a pivotal role in 
advancing the use of game-based tech-
nologies for military training and re-
cruiting, helping bring to life the 
groundbreaking America’s Army pro-
gram, which reached more than 10 mil-
lion registered users and became one of 
the most widely recognized online mili-
tary engagement tools in the world. 
His vision in leveraging emerging tech-
nology helped modernize how the Army 
communicates with and inspires future 
generations of servicemembers. 

His contributions to cyber security 
and systems engineering have likewise 
left a lasting mark. Mr. Gosnell was in-
strumental in developing Software En-
gineering Directorate capabilities to 
secure critical operational and training 
systems against evolving cyber 

threats, strengthening the Army’s in-
formation assurance posture during a 
period of rapidly increasing digital 
risk. He also played a central role in 
expanding systems integration labora-
tory concepts to aviation platforms, 
enabling improved interoperability, en-
hanced testing, and significant cost 
savings across multiple Army air-
frames, including the AH–64 Apache, 
UH–60 Black Hawk, CH–47 Chinook, and 
other mission-critical platforms. 

Throughout his distinguished career, 
Mr. Gosnell consistently demonstrated 
an unwavering commitment to 
strengthening America’s defense capa-
bilities while fostering technical excel-
lence within government and industry 
alike. His work in missile defense sys-
tems testing, aviation interoperability, 
cyber security, business leadership, and 
organizational development has had an 
enduring impact, directly supporting 
the readiness of our armed forces and 
the strength of Alabama’s defense in-
dustrial base. 

I am pleased to join my colleagues 
and the citizens of Alabama in express-
ing our sincere gratitude to Mr. Barry 
Gosnell for his extraordinary leader-
ship, innovation, and faithful service to 
the U.S. Army, the defense community, 
and our Nation. His career stands as a 
testament to excellence in public serv-
ice, principled leadership, and a stead-
fast commitment to those he serves. 
Mr. Gosnell is truly an outstanding 
American.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
THOMAS O’CONNOR 

∑ Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize the extraordinary 
service of MG Thomas O’Connor on his 
retirement from the U.S. Army after 
more than three decades of distin-
guished service to our Nation. 

Major General O’Connor has devoted 
his life to the defense of our country 
and has served with integrity, profes-
sionalism, and bravery. Since he com-
missioned from the U.S. Military Acad-
emy in 1994, Major General O’Connor 
has led a multitude of operational as-
signments, from commanding cavalry 
troops during the height of the Global 
War on Terror to being a key driver of 
modernization in Army aviation. Ala-
bama, our Nation, and our entire globe 
are safer and more secure thanks to 
the discipline, dedication, and heroism 
of Major General O’Connor. 

Over the course of his exceptional ca-
reer, Major General O’Connor has held 
key leadership positions at every level 
of command, including company com-
mand at Fort Hood, command of the 2d 
Squadron, 6th Cavalry in Afghanistan, 
and leadership of the Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 1st Armored Division at Fort 
Bliss. He has served abroad on numer-
ous deployments with the 101st Air-
borne Division and the 25th Infantry 
Division, including historic Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring 
Freedom, and Operation Atlantic Re-
solve. He has earned an exemplary rep-

utation as a steadfast and skilled com-
bat leader, and his experiences have 
provided him with a profound under-
standing of the needs of the American 
warfighter. His extensive tactical lead-
ership, unwavering devotion to his fel-
low soldiers, and unique gift for com-
bat strategy represent the absolute 
best that the U.S. Army has to offer. 

While Major General O’Connor has 
played a pivotal role in strengthening 
military readiness, maximizing oper-
ational effectiveness, and prioritizing 
modernization abroad, his leadership at 
home is equally impressive. As com-
manding general of the U.S. Army 
Aviation and Missile Command at Red-
stone Arsenal in Huntsville, AL, he 
played a pivotal role in strengthening 
our aviation and missile lethality 
around the globe. Additionally, as dep-
uty commander of the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Center of Excellence, located at 
Fort Rucker, Major General O’Connor 
further strengthened the future of 
Army aviation. Most recently, in his 
role as the Director of Force Develop-
ment for the Office of the Deputy Chief 
of Staff, Major General O’Connor has 
transformed the Army’s modernization 
efforts. His leadership has directly en-
sured that American forces remained 
prepared, capable, and ready to respond 
to emerging global threats. 

Major General O’Connor’s career ex-
emplifies the highest standards and 
values of the U.S. Army: courage, vi-
sion, rigor, and a commitment to duty. 
His service has strengthened our mili-
tary, safeguarded our national secu-
rity, and inspired countless soldiers 
who served alongside him. 

I wish to extend my deep gratitude to 
MG Thomas O’Connor for his lifetime 
of highly respected and faithful service 
to the U.S. Army. On behalf of a grate-
ful nation, I thank him and his entire 
family for their sacrifices and wish 
them the best as they enter into this 
new season of life. His legacy of cour-
age and commitment will endure for 
generations to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DASHAUN BROWN, 
RYAN GILLESPIE, AND GIUSEPPE 
MARTURANO 

∑ Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Dashaun Brown, 
Ryan Gillespie, and Giuseppe 
Marturano for their heroic actions on 
May 21, 2026. While playing soccer on 
Wrightsville Beach, NC, Mr. Brown, 
Mr. Gillespie, and Mr. Marturano heard 
cries for help. As Mr. Marturano called 
911, Mr. Brown and Mr. Gillespie ran 
into the water to rescue Nicole Woods 
and her nephew. 

As the current continued to pull Ms. 
Woods and her nephew farther out to 
sea, Mr. Brown and Mr. Gillespie 
fought through rough surf and reached 
them. Ms. Woods was able to push her 
nephew toward the two men, and with-
in minutes, first responders arrived and 
brought both Ms. Woods and her neph-
ew to shore. 

Thanks to their bravery and the 
rapid response of first responders, an 
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