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have said. And, indeed, if you look at
some of the companies most respon-
sible for this mess, their own scientists
predicted exactly what we have seen.

We can test those predictions from
30, 40 years ago by measuring what has
happened since, and what happened
since confirms the predictions that
Exxon scientists knew about, American
Petroleum Institute scientists knew
about, Chevron scientists knew about.

Their problem was that when they
told their senior management, the sen-
ior management said: No. No. No. Let’s
not talk about that. Let’s cover that
up, and let’s start actually misleading
the public about it.

The folks who came into the Budget
Committee to testify about this are
people like the former risk manage-
ment chief for Goldman Sachs, the
chief economist—former chief econo-
mist for Freddie Mac, the mortgage

giant.
We had reports from the inter-
national Financial Stability Board

about the danger to global banking
markets. The Mortgage Bankers Asso-
ciation expressed their concern about
this problem. An Allianz board member
has written a very compelling article
about what the collapse of the insur-
ance market looks like as it continues.
The American president of Aon, a huge
insurance giant testified about this
risk. Mark Carney, who was the presi-
dent of the Bank of England and the
Bank of Canada before that and is now
Prime Minister of Canada, testified
about this.

So some predictions are worth paying
attention to, either because they have
a track record over decades of proving
themselves out or because the people
really seem to know what they are
talking about. And I would urge that
we pay more attention to these pre-
dictions.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

——

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 4876

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4876) to improve handling of va-
cancies of the Director of National Intel-
ligence, and for other purposes.

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I now
ask for a second reading and, in order
to place the bill on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will re-
ceive its second reading on the next
legislative day.

———

GLIOBLASTOMA AWARENESS DAY

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
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to the consideration of S. Res.
which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 786) designating July
15, 2026, as ‘‘Glioblastoma Awareness Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. LUMMIS. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

786,

786) was

———

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO ERIK GUNDERSON

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Erik Gunderson, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Erik is a graduate of Bishop Ireton
High School in Alexandria, VA. Cur-
rently, he is attending the University
of Notre Dame in Notre Dame, IN,
where he is pursuing degrees in global
affairs and political science. He is a
hard worker who has been dedicated to
getting the most out of his internship
experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Erik for all of the fine
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO NATALIE KELLEY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Natalie Kelley, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
the hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Natalie is a graduate of Berkeley
Preparatory School in Tampa, FL. Cur-
rently, she is attending New York Uni-
versity in New York, NY, where she is
pursuing a degree in psychology. She is
a hard worker who has been dedicated
to getting the most out of her intern-
ship experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Natalie for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.

———

TRIBUTE TO BENJAMIN LUST

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Benjamin Lust, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
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staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Benjamin is a graduate of Stevens
High School in Rapid City, SD. Cur-
rently, he is attending Vanderbilt Uni-
versity in Nashville, TN, where he is
pursuing degrees in political science
and human and organizational develop-
ment. He is a hard worker who has
been dedicated to getting the most out
of his internship experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Benjamin for all of the
fine work he has done and wish him
continued success in the years to come.

———

TRIBUTE TO NICHOLAS MAAS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Nicholas Maas, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Nicholas is a graduate of Roosevelt
High School in Sioux Falls, SD. Cur-
rently, he is attending the University
of Minnesota in Minneapolis, MN,
where he is pursuing degrees in crimi-
nal justice and political science. He is
a hard worker who has been dedicated
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Nicholas for all of the
fine work he has done and wish him
continued success in the years to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO LAVIN MADDOX

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Lavin Maddox, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
the hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Lavin is a graduate of Sioux Falls
Christian High School in Sioux Falls,
SD. Currently, she is attending Van-
derbilt University in Nashville, TN,
where she is pursuing a degree in
human and organizational develop-
ment. She is a hard worker who has
been dedicated to getting the most out
of her internship experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Lavin for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO ELENA ROSSI

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Elena Rossi, an intern in my
Washington, DC, office, for all of the
hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Elena is a graduate of Georgetown
Visitation Preparatory School in
Washington, DC. Currently, she is at-
tending Boston College in Chestnut
Hill, MA, where she is pursuing a de-
gree in economics. She is a hard work-
er who has been dedicated to getting
the most out of her internship experi-
ence.
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I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Elena for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No.
136, Thune motion to proceed to the
bill which provides $69.5 billion in fund-
ing for Department of Homeland Secu-
rity immigration and border enforce-
ment agencies for FY 2026, including:
$22.6 billion for Customs and Border
Protection; $38.5 billion for Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement; and
$8.5 billion in additional funds to DHS
for immigration enforcement. Had I
been present for the vote, I would have
voted no.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 137, Schumer motion to com-
mit the bill to the Senate Judiciary
Committee with instructions to report
the bill back in three session days with
changes that safeguard the Department
of Justice from partisan political influ-
ence, which may include prohibiting
the use of funds for a so-called ‘‘anti-
weaponization fund.”. Had I been
present for the vote, I would have
voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 138, amendment No. 5452,
Tillis motion to waive the Budget Act
to permit consideration of the Tillis
amendment (to the Graham substitute
amendment), which prohibits the at-
torney general from using appropria-
tion funds to pay out claims as part of
an ‘‘anti-weaponizing fund” and would
instead provide $1.7 billion for Justice
Department anti-fraud enforcement ac-
tivities. Had I been present for the
vote, I would have voted no.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 139, amendment No. 5512,
Merkley motion to waive the Budget
Act to permit consideration of the
Merkley amendment (to the Graham
substitute amendment), which pro-
hibits federal funds as well as private
donations from being used for the con-
struction of the East Wing moderniza-
tion project without congressional au-
thorization. Had I been present for the
vote, I would have voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 140, on amendment No. 5514,
the Reed motion to waive the Budget
Act to permit consideration of the
Reed-Bennet amendment (to the Gra-
ham substitute amendment), which re-
directs $62.1 billion from funds in-
tended for immigration enforcement
towards the Housing Department’s
HOME Investment Partnerships Pro-
gram. Had I been present for the vote,
I would have voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 141, Ossoff motion to commit
the bill to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee with instructions to report it
back with changes that would amend
the False Claims Act to require the De-
partment of Justice to establish a task
force to conduct investigations into
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health insurance companies that are
found to routinely deny and delay pa-
tients’ access to medically necessary
care. Had I been present for the vote, I
would have voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 142, on amendment No. 5535,
Hassan motion to waive the Budget
Act to permit consideration of the Has-
san amendment (to the Graham sub-
stitute amendment), which provides
such sums as necessary for the HOME
Investment Partnerships Program
through September 30, 2029, to build 7
million homes. Had I been present for
the vote, I would have voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 143, amendment No. 55656, War-
ner motion to waive the Budget Act to
permit consideration of Warner-Kelly
amendment (to the Graham substitute
amendment), which prohibits any Sen-
ate-confirmed head of another federal
agency or department from being di-
rected to perform the functions and du-
ties of the director of National Intel-
ligence in an acting capacity. Had I
been present for the vote, I would have
voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 144, amendment No. 5779, Gra-
ham motion to waive the Budget Act
to permit consideration of the Graham
et al., amendment (to the Graham sub-
stitute amendment), which adds a pro-
vision to bar educational institutions
that receive federal funding from al-
lowing transgender women or girls to
participate in athletics programs or ac-
tivities designated for women or girls.
Had I been present for the vote, I would
have voted no.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 145, amendment No. 5501,
Hickenlooper motion to waive the
Budget Act to permit consideration of
the Hickenlooper-Bennet amendment
(to the Graham substitute amendment)
which prohibits the use of federal funds
to make prosecution-related payments
to individuals who were convicted for
certain crimes, including election in-
terference, identity theft and official
misconduct. Had I been present for the
vote, I would have voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 146, amendment No. 5545, Kim
motion to waive the Budget Act to per-
mit consideration of the Kim-Booker
amendment (to Graham substitute
amendment) which provides $2 million
to the Office of the Inspector General
and Office of Detention Oversight to
conduct, within one week of the bill’s
enactment, an unannounced inspection
of the Delaney Hall Detention Facility
in Newark, New Jersey; requires Con-
gressional reports on facility condi-
tions and recommendations on whether
to pursue charges against immigration
agents and other facility employees
who responded to protests; and requires
the Homeland Security Department to
suspend contract payments to operate
the facility until the department cer-
tifies that the facility’s deficiencies
have been adequately remediated. Had
I been present for the vote, I would
have voted yea.
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I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 147, Warnock motion to com-
mit the budget reconciliation bill to
the Judiciary Committee with instruc-
tions to report the bill back within 3
days with changes that amend the pro-
visions of law commonly referred to as
the ‘“‘False Claims Act’ to require the
Department of Justice to establish a
task force to conduct investigations
and make public findings and records
relating to the causes of denial of Med-
icaid coverage to eligible beneficiaries.
Had I been present for the vote, I would
have voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 148, amendment No. 5451,
Sanders motion to waive the Budget
Act to permit consideration of the
Sanders amendment (to the Graham
substitute amendment), which places
reasonable limits on contributions to
Super PACs which make independent
expenditures. Had I been present for
the vote, I would have voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 149, amendment No. 5485,
Baldwin motion to waive the Budget
Act to permit consideration of the
Baldwin amendment (to the Graham
substitute amendment), which redi-
rects $14.3 billion in funds made avail-
able under the bill from Immigration
and Customs Enforcement to be used
by the Department of Health and
Human Services to carry out low-in-
come family child care programs. Had I
been present for the vote, I would have
voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 150, on amendment No. 5803,
Booker motion to waive the Budget
Act to permit consideration of the
Booker-Kim amendment (to the Gra-
ham substitute amendment) which re-
directs $28.6 million of the funds in the
bill to the Office of the Immigration
Detention Ombudsman; and prohibits
using the funds to pay contractors or
cooperating entities that violated law
or detention standards or engaged in
substantiated misconduct. Had I been
present for the vote, I would have
voted yea.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 151, amendment No. 5806, Lee
motion to waive the Budget Act to per-
mit consideration of the Lee amend-
ment (to the Graham substitute
amendment) which requires individuals
to provide proof of U.S. citizenship
when registering to vote in federal
elections and to present photo identi-
fication in order to cast a ballot. Had I
been present for the vote, I would have
voted no.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 152, amendment No. 5806, Dur-
bin motion to waive the Budget Act to
permit consideration of the Durbin, et
al., amendment (to the Graham sub-
stitute amendment) which redirects $10
million provided in the bill for Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement to
be used for the processing of renewal
applications under the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals program; and
prohibits the use of funds in the bill to
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