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(2) LIBRARY.—The term ‘‘Library’’ means 

the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library 
to be located in Medora, North Dakota. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 3. FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARD ES-

TABLISHMENT OF THE THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT PRESIDENTIAL LI-
BRARY. 

(a) GRANTS.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION.—To the extent provided 

in advance in appropriations Acts and sub-
ject to paragraphs (2) through (4), the Sec-
retary may provide to the Foundation grants 
in an amount not to exceed a total of 
$50,000,000 for the establishment of the Li-
brary— 

(A) to preserve and make available to the 
public materials relating to the life of Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt; and 

(B) to provide interpretive and educational 
services that communicate the meaning of 
the life of Theodore Roosevelt. 

(2) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary may not provide a grant under para-
graph (1) until the date on which the Foun-
dation certifies to the Secretary that the 
Foundation has received an amount equal to 
not less than $100,000,000 from funds for the 
Library— 

(A) contributed by the State of North Da-
kota; or 

(B) raised from non-Federal sources during 
the period beginning on the date on which 
the Foundation was established and ending 
on the date of the certification. 

(3) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS.—Grant 
funds provided under this subsection may 
not be used for the maintenance or operation 
of the Library. 

(4) EFFECT.—Nothing in this subsection re-
quires an increase in the applicable sub-
allocation made pursuant to section 302(b) of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 
U.S.C. 633(b)). 

(b) FEDERAL ARTIFACTS AND OBJECTS RE-
LATING TO THEODORE ROOSEVELT.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary may enter into 1 or 
more agreements with the Foundation to 
provide for a loan to the Foundation from 
Federal agencies under the administrative 
jurisdiction of the Secretary (including the 
National Park Service and the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service) of historic, edu-
cational, artistic, natural, and other mu-
seum artifacts and objects, particularly arti-
facts and objects that are not on display to 
the public, without monetary consideration, 
subject to such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary determines to be necessary for the 
preservation and exhibition of the artifacts 
and objects loaned to the Foundation. 

(c) NON-FEDERAL OPERATION.—The Sec-
retary or any other Federal entity shall have 
no involvement in the operation of the Li-
brary, except at the request of the non-Fed-
eral entity responsible for the operation of 
the Library in accordance with applicable 
laws (including regulations). 

The bill (S. 675), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 
would like to thank my colleagues for 
joining me just now in—well, I had 
hoped he would be here. Unfortunately, 
I guess he is running a little late. So I 
have to say I just have to thank my 
colleague for joining me in passing this 
legislation. 

S. 675 authorizes Federal funding in 
the use of artifacts and materials for 
the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential 
Library in Medora, ND. 

I want to thank Senator BLUMENTHAL 
and also Senator CRAMER for cospon-
soring the legislation with me. 

Our legislation will help ensure that 
current and future generations of 
Americans can learn from and be in-
spired by one of our Nation’s most con-
sequential Presidents—Theodore Roo-
sevelt. It builds upon our yearslong ef-
fort to establish a library. 

In 2020, Congress approved our legis-
lation, enabling the Theodore Roo-
sevelt Presidential Library Foundation 
to purchase 93 acres of Forest Service 
land at fair market value for the li-
brary. We worked to secure rancher 
support to preserve local control and 
consultation on the project. 

Also, we worked to protect the avail-
ability of acres for grazing, including a 
commitment from the Forest Service 
to reaffirm the existing Medora Graz-
ing Association agreement for a full 10- 
year period. 

In just days, the Theodore Roosevelt 
Presidential Library is scheduled to 
open. As Americans prepare to cele-
brate our Nation’s 250th anniversary, 
visitors from across the country and 
around the world will soon be able to 
experience a library dedicated to the 
life, leadership, and conservation ethic 
of our Nation’s 26th President. 

Few places influenced Theodore Roo-
sevelt more than North Dakota. As 
President Roosevelt proudly claimed, 
he would never have become President 
had it not been for his time in the Da-
kota Territory. President Roosevelt 
first traveled to the North Dakota Bad-
lands in 1883 to hunt bison. He returned 
the following year during one of the 
most difficult periods of his life, griev-
ing the loss of both his wife and his 
mother on the same day—February 14, 
1884. 

The 3 formative years he spent em-
bracing ranching and the ‘‘strenuous 
life’’ helped shape the perspective and 
character of a leader who would go on 
to become President, a champion for 
conservation, and one of the most in-
fluential figures in our Nation’s his-
tory. 

It is only fitting that the Theodore 
Roosevelt Presidential Library is being 
built adjacent to another national 
treasure named in his honor: Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park. 

Our legislation provides a common-
sense framework to support this na-
tionally significant institution. It au-
thorizes up to $50 million in Federal 
funding but only after the Theodore 
Roosevelt Presidential Library Foun-
dation raises twice that amount from 
non-Federal sources. 

It also authorizes the library founda-
tion to enter into agreements to allow 
for the display of federally held arti-
facts and objects relating to Theodore 
Roosevelt to be displayed and shared 
with the public. 

This legislation is consistent with 
similar support provided by Congress 
for the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum in Springfield, IL. 
Congress recognized then that pre-

serving the history and legacy of Presi-
dent Lincoln was a national priority, 
and the same is true today for Presi-
dent Roosevelt. 

The central values of Theodore Roo-
sevelt’s life—leadership, citizenship, 
and conservation—continue to inspire 
Americans today. His life reminds us 
that challenges can be transformed 
into opportunities and that places and 
people often shape great leaders around 
them. 

As the Theodore Roosevelt Presi-
dential Library prepares to welcome its 
first visitors, we have the opportunity 
today to reaffirm our commitment to 
preserving that legacy for generations 
to come. 

With that, I again thank my col-
leagues for agreeing to pass this legis-
lation today. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

21ST CENTURY ROAD TO HOUSING 
ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. 

H.R. 6644 
Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I 

rise today in support of the 21st Cen-
tury ROAD to Housing Act. We are 
closer than ever to passing the biggest 
housing bill since 1990, when the aver-
age price of a home in America sold for 
$150,000. Today, 36 years later, the aver-
age home is selling for over $500,000. 

The American dream of home owner-
ship is now out of reach for millions of 
families. The median age of a first- 
time home buyer is now at an alltime 
high, and it is no secret why this has 
happened. Our Nation has a shortage of 
millions of homes. 

And our housing crisis doesn’t just 
affect the opportunity to buy a home. 
Americans can’t afford to rent either. 
More than a million evictions were 
filed just last year, and, meanwhile, 
private equity has swooped in to outbid 
families for homes and then turn 
around and jack up the rent on ten-
ants. 

Congress has been sitting on its 
hands for decades as multiple genera-
tions of Americans have seen their 
dreams of home ownership slip out of 
reach, while Wall Street rakes in the 
profits. 

It is no wonder that, when you ask 
Americans why they don’t like politics 
or why they don’t trust Congress, they 
will often say something like: It just 
all feels like it is rigged. 

Yes, the system is broken, and I have 
been ringing the alarm bell about this 
for years. But, today, Congress is tak-
ing a big step toward fixing it. 

The bill we are passing today sends a 
clear message to every American strug-
gling to find a place they can afford. 
Elected leaders understand the problem 
and are actually doing something to 
try to solve it. 

This bill acknowledges that outdated 
regulations and rules have gotten in 
the way of building more housing and 
building it fast. It represents an over-
whelming bipartisan consensus that we 
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should use the power of the Federal 
Government to encourage communities 
to build more housing and to repair the 
housing we already have. For the first 
time ever, this bill will stop private eq-
uity from buying up single-family 
homes. Wow. 

You know, I have been speaking up 
for years about how private equity has 
come in and just taken over industry 
after industry after industry, stripping 
it for parts and running those busi-
nesses into the ground. Congress has 
never before held private equity ac-
countable for anything. Today, that 
changes. No longer will private equity 
firms come in with an all-cash offer to 
snap up a house while a family loses 
out on their dream. 

Today’s vote proves that it is pos-
sible to find bipartisan common ground 
on legislation that actually helps the 
American people. Importantly, it 
proves that bipartisan legislation 
doesn’t have to be the weakest, most 
milquetoast agreement that doesn’t of-
fend anyone or do too much to help 
anyone either. It proves that we can 
legislate by taking really good ideas 
from every member of the Banking 
Committee—Democrats and Repub-
licans—from across the Senate, from 
across the House, from mayors and 
local governments, from housing ex-
perts and advocates, and instead of just 
beating each other down to strip out 
anything that anybody in that group 
doesn’t like, we add in even more good 
ideas until we have the biggest housing 
bill in more than 30 years. 

I don’t say this a lot, but today, I am 
proud to be a Member of the U.S. Sen-
ate. Today, we are doing something 
that will make a real difference in peo-
ple’s lives. 

I am grateful to the chairman of the 
Banking Committee, who led us in this 
effort and who kept us on task at all 
times. If it would help families, he said 
he was for it, and he helped make that 
happen. I am grateful for that. 

You know, I just want us all to re-
member that this housing bill is big, 
but our housing prices are even bigger. 
We have more work to do, and I hope 
that today’s vote is only the first of 
many votes to follow to continue our 
efforts to lower the cost of housing all 
across America. Let’s get this done. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent to speak for up to 5 minutes 
prior to the scheduled vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. 
Madam President, I thank the ranking 
member for her kind comments and for 
her hard work on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. 

People oftentimes ask the question: 
Is there anything that is not broken in 
the Nation’s Capital? 

I will tell the Presiding Officer, as a 
great member of the Banking Com-

mittee herself, that the answer is that 
there are some things that are not bro-
ken to the point they cannot be fixed 
in the Nation’s Capital. One of those 
things is our ability to not think left 
or right, blue or red, Black or White, 
rich or poor; it is to think about and 
focus on the journey many of us have 
taken to become U.S. Senators. 

The fact of the matter is that I grew 
up in the Deep South, in South Caro-
lina, in a little place called North 
Charleston. Without any question, hav-
ing grown up in a single-parent house-
hold mired in poverty, the issue of 
housing is particularly interesting to 
me. 

I remember when my parents were di-
vorced, my brother, my mother, and I 
shared a bedroom and a bed for years in 
a little 700-square foot, rented unit by 
my grandparents. I will tell you that 
the American dream just seemed out of 
reach for so many in my neighbor-
hood—certainly for those of us living 
on Meeting Street Road, which was a 
dirt road during those times. 

Later, my mother was able to afford 
a small apartment that was 600 square 
feet or so, and my brother and I had 
the pleasure of having our own room 
that was separated from my mother’s. 
That is what I called a blessing from 
the God, the King of Kings himself— 
without any question. 

But my mother and my grandparents 
taught me something very powerful 
and necessary. They taught me faith in 
the Lord, perseverance through hard 
times, and opportunity. Those three to-
gether can transform the hardest of 
hard circumstances, and that belief has 
guided my work on this very important 
issue of housing. 

Young people today are feeling in a 
similar fashion that I did then in that 
they are delaying marriage, they are 
delaying having kids, they are delaying 
putting down roots—not because they 
lack ambition but because housing 
prices are too darned high and housing 
supply is too low. Rent is too high, 
starter homes are too hard to find, and 
the American dream slips further and 
further away for far too many. 

Mr. FETTERMAN. Katie, whoo! 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Even 

the Senator from Pennsylvania is so 
excited that he had to recognize the 
Presiding Officer. I will simply say 
that the 21st Century ROAD to Housing 
Act even gets the junior Senator from 
Pennsylvania’s vote. You may ask 
yourself, why is that the case? I have 
four really important reasons that is 
truly the case. 

First, it is because we cut redtape, 
and when you cut redtape, you actually 
reduce the cost of housing. 

Second, it unlocks the housing sup-
ply. When you put more housing supply 
on the market, more people have a 
chance to become a first-time home 
buyer. Today—today—today—the first- 
time home buyer is 40 years old. It is 
just too old. 

Our bill protects taxpayers. Some 
have asked the question, how does this 

make housing more affordable? I want 
to highlight two provisions—one that 
the ranking member talked about, 
which is what President Trump said 
during his State of the Union. It is sim-
ple: Houses should be for people and 
not for corporations. We make it easier 
for people to have access to housing be-
cause of the provision that President 
Trump placed in this legislation. 

Now, why are there Republicans who 
disagree with the President on this 
one? I don’t know. You will have to ask 
those Republicans. 

JOHN KENNEDY and the ranking mem-
ber have a piece of legislation that we 
embedded in this bill that simply says 
something that is remarkable from 
Congress, remarkable from the Senate, 
and that is, frankly, common sense to 
everybody outside of Washington, DC: 
If you build more housing, you should 
get more incentives. If you don’t build 
more housing, you should lose those in-
centives, and they should go to the 
places where they are building more 
housing. Yes, I recognize this is com-
mon sense everywhere but here. 

Finally, I will say that the House of 
Representatives did a fine job of em-
bedding in this housing legislation im-
portant priorities that I believe will 
make housing more affordable, more 
accessible, and, frankly, that will help 
banks—community banks, which are 
the primary places you go for a mort-
gage—be more engaged in this process. 
Once again, this was a bipartisan, bi-
cameral issue to do the work of the 
people. 

I will close with this because I know 
my 5 minutes is nearly up. If we would 
just focus on the American people and 
listen when they speak, we would re-
member two things: No. 1, they hire us, 
and we work for them. No. 2, like E.F. 
Hutton—the Presiding Officer is too 
young to know who he is—when E.F. 
Hutton speaks, we ought to listen. Our 
E.F. Hutton is called the American 
people, and when we listen, we bring 
this Nation closer together. 

Public service should not be about 
those of us in public service; it should 
be about the journey we took. For me, 
that is as a kid born into poverty to a 
great mother who believed in faith, 
perseverance, and opportunity. If we do 
our part, more kids today who are 
being raised in similar situations and 
circumstances that I was might have 
hope in the American dream. 

Somewhere, you can read faith, hope, 
and love. Hope is not a bad second 
place, though. Let’s provide more hope 
and more results for more Americans 
by simply doing the right thing. 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 
Madam President, I ask unanimous 

consent to withdraw Thune amend-
ment No. 5824. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON MOTION TO CONCUR 
The question occurs on the motion to 

concur with an amendment. 
The yeas were previously ordered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
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The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. CURTIS),the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from West Virginia 
(Mr. JUSTICE), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), and the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) would have voted ‘‘yea’’ and the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
MURRAY), the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. SLOTKIN), and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) are 
necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 85, 
nays 5, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 182 Leg.] 
YEAS—85 

Alsobrooks 
Armstrong 
Baldwin 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gallego 

Gillibrand 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Markey 
Marshall 
McCormick 
Merkley 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sheehy 
Smith 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—5 

Johnson 
Lee 

Paul 
Scott (FL) 

Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bennet 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Graham 

Justice 
McConnell 
Murray 
Slotkin 

Whitehouse 
Young 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

RICKETTS). Under the previous order, 
the motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The majority leader. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 780. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of John George 
Edward Marck, of Texas, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern 
District of Texas. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 780, John 
George Edward Marck, of Texas, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas. 

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso, 
Ashley Moody, James Lankford, Todd 
Young, Ted Budd, Pete Ricketts, Jon 
Husted, Mike Crapo, Mike Rounds, Tim 
Scott of South Carolina, Bernie 
Moreno, John Cornyn, Chuck Grassley, 
James C. Justice, Eric Schmitt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 777. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

read the nomination of Michael J. 
Hendershot, of Ohio, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern 
District of Ohio. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 777, Mi-
chael J. Hendershot, of Ohio, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Ohio. 

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso, 
Ashley Moody, James Lankford, Todd 
Young, Ted Budd, Pete Ricketts, Jon 
Husted, Mike Crapo, Mike Rounds, Tim 

Scott of South Carolina, Bernie 
Moreno, John Cornyn, Chuck Grassley, 
James C. Justice, Eric Schmitt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 778. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

read the nomination of Arthur Roberts 
Jones, of Texas, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 778, Arthur 
Roberts Jones, of Texas, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern District of 
Texas. 

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso, 
Ashley Moody, James Lankford, Todd 
Young, Ted Budd, Pete Ricketts, Jon 
Husted, Mike Crapo, Mike Rounds, Tim 
Scott of South Carolina, Bernie 
Moreno, John Cornyn, Chuck Grassley, 
James C. Justice, Eric Schmitt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Presi-
dent, on June 17, 2026, I missed the fol-
lowing vote, but had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on rollcall vote 
No. 179, on the motion to discharge 
from the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee S. Res. 616. 
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