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January 27, 2026

SENATE RESOLUTION  589—CON-
GRATULATING THE MONTANA
STATE UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL
TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2025 DI-
VISION I FOOTBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP SUBDIVISION CHAMPION-
SHIP

Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr.
SHEEHY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 589

Whereas, on January 5, 2026, the Montana
State University Bobcats football team (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Bobcats’’)
won the National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation Division I Football Championship
Subdivision (referred to in this preamble as
the “FCS’) national championship by de-
feating the Illinois State University Red-
birds 35 to 34 in a thrilling overtime victory;

Whereas the Bobcats secured their first
FCS Championship since 1984 and fourth na-
tional championship title for football in
school history;

Whereas head coach Brent Vigen led the
Bobcats to a second consecutive national
championship appearance and third appear-
ance during his 5-year tenure;

Whereas the Bobcats secured the 2025 Big
Sky Conference Championship;

Whereas the Bobcats defeated their
archrivals, the University of Montana
Grizzlies, in the game known as the ‘‘Brawl
of the Wild” on November 22, 2025, in Mis-
soula, Montana;

Whereas, on December 20, 2025, in Boze-
man, Montana, the Bobcats defeated the Uni-
versity of Montana Grizzlies again in the
first postseason matchup between the two
programs since the rivalry began in 1897;

Whereas the Bobcats finished the season on
a l4-game winning streak, defeating seven
ranked opponents;

Whereas the President of Montana State
University, Dr. Brock Tessman, former
President, Dr. Waded Cruzado, and Athletic
Director, Leon Costello, have fostered a dedi-
cation of athletic and academic excellence at
the institution;

Whereas five Bobcats earned FCS Football
Central All-American honors, including of-
fensive lineman Titan Fleischmann, safety
Caden Dowler, defensive lineman Kenneth
Eiden IV, running back Julius Davis, and de-
fensive lineman Paul Brott;

Whereas 44 players on the Montana State
roster are from Montana and embody the
State’s values of possessing a strong work
ethic, toughness, and dedication;

Whereas, in the national championship
game, quarterback Justin Lamson rushed for
two touchdowns and threw for 280 yards and
two touchdowns, including the game-tying
touchdown pass on fourth down in overtime,
earning the game’s Most Outstanding Play-
er;

Whereas Taco Dowler, from Billings, Mon-
tana, caught eight passes for a total of 111
yards, including the game-tying touchdown
catch in overtime.

Whereas the Bobcat special teams blocked
a fourth quarter field goal attempt and over-
time extra point attempt, preventing Illinois
State from taking and extending crucial
leads late in the game;

Whereas Myles Sansted kicked the game-
winning extra point in overtime to secure a
hard-fought victory; and

Whereas the Bobcats were supported at the
game in Nashville, Tennessee, by the Spirit
of the West Marching Band, cheerleaders,
and thousands of faculty members, students,
alumni, and fans from around Montana and
the United States: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Montana State Uni-
versity Bobcats football team for winning
the 2025 Division I Football Championship
Subdivision Championship;

(2) recognizes the players, coaches, staff,
and fans whose hard work and dedication led
to the championship; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate prepare an official copy of the
resolution for presentation to—

(A) the President of Montana State Univer-
sity, Dr. Brock Tessman;

(B) Athletic Director, Leon Costello; and

(C) head coach of the Montana State Uni-
versity football team, Brent Vigen.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4234. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
H.R. 7148, making further consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4235. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
H.R. 7148, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4236. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
H.R. 7148, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4237. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
H.R. 7148, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4238. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
H.R. 7148, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4234. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 7148, making fur-
ther consolidated appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in the matter pre-
ceding division A, insert the following:

SEC. . STRIKE OF NEW IMMIGRANT COMMU-
NITY EMPOWERMENT EARMARK.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, none of the funds provided under
any division of this Act may be used for the
Community and Training Center by the New
Immigrant Community Empowerment.

SA 4235. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 7148, making fur-
ther consolidated appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division B, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . STRIKE OF JACOB’S PILLOW DANCE
FESTIVAL EARMARK.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, none of the funds provided under
any division of this Act may be used for the
Congressionally Directed Spending project
for Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Inc., MA,
for an arts education program.

SA 4236. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 7148, making fur-
ther consolidated appropriations for
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the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
At the appropriate place in the matter pre-
ceding division A, insert the following:
SEC. . STRIKE OF EARMARKS.
Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, none of the funds provided under
any division of this Act may be used for any
Congressionally Directed Spending project
specified in any provision of any such divi-
sion.

SA 4237. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 7148, making fur-
ther consolidated appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in the matter pre-
ceding division A, insert the following:

SEC. . STRIKE OF METROPOLITAN OPERA AS-
SOCIATION EARMARK.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, none of the funds provided under
any division of this Act may be used for the
Elevator Modernization for ADA Accessi-
bility by the Metropolitan Opera Associa-
tion, Inc.

SEC. . STRIKE OF METROPOLITAN MUSEUM
OF ART EARMARK.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, none of the funds provided under
any division of this Act may be used for the
83rd Street ADA Accessible Entrance by the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

SA 4238. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 7148, making fur-
ther consolidated appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION _ —SAVE ACT
SEC. 001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Safe-
guard American Voter Eligibility Act” or
the “SAVE Act”.

SEC. 002. ENSURING ONLY CITIZENS ARE REG-
ISTERED TO VOTE IN ELECTIONS
FOR FEDERAL OFFICE.

(a) DEFINITION OF DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF
UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP.—Section 3 of
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993
(52 U.S.C. 20502) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘As used’” and inserting ‘‘(a)
IN GENERAL.—As used’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF TUNITED
STATES CITIZENSHIP.—As used in this Act,
the term ‘documentary proof of United
States citizenship’ means, with respect to an
applicant for voter registration, any of the
following:

(1) A form of identification issued con-
sistent with the requirements of the REAL
ID Act of 2005 that indicates the applicant is
a citizen of the United States.

“(2) A valid United States passport.

‘(3) The applicant’s official United States
military identification card, together with a
United States military record of service
showing that the applicant’s place of birth
was in the United States.

‘‘(4) A valid government-issued photo iden-
tification card issued by a Federal, State or
Tribal government showing that the appli-
cant’s place of birth was in the United
States.

‘“(5) A valid government-issued photo iden-
tification card issued by a Federal, State or
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Tribal government other than an identifica-
tion described in paragraphs (1) through (4),
but only if presented together with one or
more of the following:

““(A) A certified birth certificate issued by
a State, a unit of local government in a
State, or a Tribal government which—

‘(i) was issued by the State, unit of local
government, or Tribal government in which
the applicant was born;

‘(ii) was filed with the office responsible
for keeping vital records in the State;

¢(iii) includes the full name, date of birth,
and place of birth of the applicant;

‘“(iv) lists the full names of one or both of
the parents of the applicant;

‘“(v) has the signature of an individual who
is authorized to sign birth certificates on be-
half of the State, unit of local government,
or Tribal government in which the applicant
was born;

“(vi) includes the date that the certificate
was filed with the office responsible for keep-
ing vital records in the State; and

‘“(vii) has the seal of the State, unit of
local government, or Tribal government that
issued the birth certificate.

‘“(B) An extract from a United States hos-
pital Record of Birth created at the time of
the applicant’s birth which indicates that
the applicant’s place of birth was in the
United States.

‘“(C) A final adoption decree showing the
applicant’s name and that the applicant’s
place of birth was in the United States.

‘(D) A Consular Report of Birth Abroad of
a citizen of the United States or a certifi-
cation of the applicant’s Report of Birth of a
United States citizen issued by the Secretary
of State.

‘“(E) A Naturalization Certificate or Cer-
tificate of Citizenship issued by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or any other
document or method of proof of United
States citizenship issued by the Federal gov-
ernment pursuant to the Immigration and
Nationality Act.

‘“(F) An American Indian Card issued by
the Department of Homeland Security with
the classification ‘KIC’.”.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Section 4 of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (562 U.S.C.
20503) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)”’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (¢); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(b) REQUIRING APPLICANTS TO PRESENT
DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENSHIP.—Under any method of voter reg-
istration in a State, the State shall not ac-
cept and process an application to register to
vote in an election for Federal office unless
the applicant presents documentary proof of
United States citizenship with the applica-
tion.”.

(c) REGISTRATION WITH APPLICATION FOR
MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVER’S LICENSE.—Section 5
of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20504) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘Each
State motor vehicle driver’s license applica-
tion” and inserting ‘‘Subject to the require-
ments under section 8(j), each State motor
vehicle driver’s license application’’;

(2) in subsection (c¢)(1), by striking ‘‘Each
State shall include’ and inserting ‘‘Subject
to the requirements under section 8(j), each
State shall include’’;

(3) in subsection (¢)(2)(B)—

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘and’ at the
end;

(B) in clause (ii), by adding ‘“‘and’ at the
end; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
clause:
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‘‘(iii) verify that the applicant is a citizen
of the United States;”’;

(4) in subsection (¢)(2)(C)(i), by striking
“‘(including citizenship)”’ and inserting ‘¢, in-
cluding the requirement that the applicant
provides documentary proof of United States
citizenship’’; and

(5) in subsection (c)(2)(D)(iii), by striking
““; and” and inserting the following: ‘‘, other
than as evidence in a criminal proceeding or
immigration proceeding brought against an
applicant who knowingly attempts to reg-
ister to vote and knowingly makes a false
declaration under penalty of perjury that the
applicant meets the eligibility requirements
to register to vote in an election for Federal
office; and”’.

(d) REQUIRING DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF
UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP WITH NATIONAL
MAIL VOTER REGISTRATION FORM.—Section 6
of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20505) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) by striking ‘“Each State shall accept
and use’” and inserting ‘‘Subject to the re-
quirements under section 8(j), each State
shall accept and use’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Federal Election Commis-
sion” and inserting ‘‘Election Assistance
Commission”’;

(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end
the following: ‘“The chief State election offi-
cial of a State shall take such steps as may
be necessary to ensure that residents of the
State are aware of the requirement to pro-
vide documentary proof of United States
citizenship to register to vote in elections
for Federal office in the State.”’;

(3) in subsection (¢)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B) by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(C) the person did not provide documen-
tary proof of United States citizenship when
registering to vote.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“‘(e) ENSURING PROOF OF UNITED STATES
CITIZENSHIP.—

‘(1) PRESENTING PROOF OF UNITED STATES
CITIZENSHIP TO ELECTION OFFICIAL.—An appli-
cant who submits the mail voter registration
application form prescribed by the Election
Assistance Commission pursuant to section
9(a)(2) or a form described in paragraph (1) or
(2) of subsection (a) shall not be registered to
vote in an election for Federal office unless—

‘“(A) the applicant presents documentary
proof of United States citizenship in person
to the office of the appropriate election offi-
cial not later than the deadline provided by
State law for the receipt of a completed
voter registration application for the elec-
tion; or

‘““(B) in the case of a State which permits
an individual to register to vote in an elec-
tion for Federal office at a polling place on
the day of the election and on any day when
voting, including early voting, is permitted
for the election, the applicant presents docu-
mentary proof of United States citizenship
to the appropriate election official at the
polling place not later than the date of the
election.

‘(2) NOTIFICATION OF REQUIREMENT.—Upon
receiving an otherwise completed mail voter
registration application form prescribed by
the Election Assistance Commission pursu-
ant to section 9(a)(2) or a form described in
paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a), the ap-
propriate election official shall transmit a
notice to the applicant of the requirement to
present documentary proof of United States
citizenship under this subsection, and shall
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include in the notice instructions to enable
the applicant to meet the requirement.

‘“(3) ACCESSIBILITY.—Each State shall, in
consultation with the Election Assistance
Commission, ensure that reasonable accom-
modations are made to allow an individual
with a disability who submits the mail voter
registration application form prescribed by
the Election Assistance Commission pursu-
ant to section 9(a)(2) or a form described in
paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a) to
present documentary proof of United States
citizenship to the appropriate election offi-
cial.”.

(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION
AGENCIES.—Section 7 of the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20506) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (4)(A), by adding at the
end the following new clause:

‘“(iv) Receipt of documentary proof of
United States citizenship of each applicant
to register to vote in elections for Federal
office in the State.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (6)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)()(I), by striking
“(including citizenship)”’ and inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding the requirement that the applicant
provides documentary proof of United States
citizenship’’; and

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and
(C) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respec-
tively; and

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A)
the following new subparagraph:

‘“(B) ask the applicant the question, ‘Are
you a citizen of the United States?’ and if
the applicant answers in the affirmative re-
quire documentary proof of United States
citizenship prior to providing the form under
subparagraph (C);”’; and

(2) in subsection (c¢)(1), by inserting ‘‘who
are citizens of the United States’ after ‘‘for
persons’’.

(f) REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO ADMIN-
ISTRATION OF VOTER REGISTRATION.—Section
8 of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20507) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘In the administration of
voter registration” and inserting ‘‘Subject to
the requirements of subsection (j), in the ad-
ministration of voter registration’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘or’’ at
the end; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘(D) based on documentary proof or
verified information that the registrant is
not a United States citizen; or

‘“(BE) the registration otherwise fails to
comply with applicable State law;’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (1); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing new subsections:

“(j) ENSURING ONLY CITIZENS ARE REG-
ISTERED TO VOTE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, a State may not
register an individual to vote in elections for
Federal office held in the State unless, at the
time the individual applies to register to
vote, the individual provides documentary
proof of United States citizenship.

‘(2) ADDITIONAL PROCESSES IN CERTAIN
CASES.—

““(A) PROCESS FOR THOSE WITHOUT DOCUMEN-
TARY PROOF.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to any relevant
guidance adopted by the Election Assistance
Commission, each State shall establish a
process under which an applicant who cannot
provide documentary proof of United States
citizenship under paragraph (1) may, if the
applicant signs an attestation under penalty
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of perjury that the applicant is a citizen of
the United States and eligible to vote in
elections for Federal office, submit such
other evidence to the appropriate State or
local official demonstrating that the appli-
cant is a citizen of the United States and
such official shall make a determination as
to whether the applicant has sufficiently es-
tablished United States citizenship for pur-
poses of registering to vote in elections for
Federal office in the State.

‘‘(ii) AFFIDAVIT REQUIREMENT.—If a State
or local official makes a determination
under clause (i) that an applicant has suffi-
ciently established United States citizenship
for purposes of registering to vote in elec-
tions for Federal office in the State, such de-
termination shall be accompanied by an affi-
davit developed under clause (iii) signed by
the official swearing or affirming the appli-
cant sufficiently established United States
citizenship for purposes of registering to
vote.

‘(iii) DEVELOPMENT OF AFFIDAVIT BY THE
ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION.—The Elec-
tion Assistance Commission shall develop a
uniform affidavit for use by State and local
officials under clause (ii), which shall—

“(ID include an explanation of the min-
imum standards required for a State or local
official to register an applicant who cannot
provide documentary proof of United States
citizenship to vote in elections for Federal
office in the State; and

“(IT) require the official to explain the
basis for registering such applicant to vote
in such elections.

‘(B) PROCESS IN CASE OF CERTAIN DISCREP-
ANCIES IN DOCUMENTATION.—Subject to any
relevant guidance adopted by the Election
Assistance Commission, each State shall es-
tablish a process under which an applicant
can provide such additional documentation
to the appropriate election official of the
State as may be necessary to establish that
the applicant is a citizen of the United
States in the event of a discrepancy with re-
spect to the applicant’s documentary proof
of United States citizenship.

‘“(3) STATE REQUIREMENTS.—Each State
shall take affirmative steps on an ongoing
basis to ensure that only United States citi-
zens are registered to vote under the provi-
sions of this Act, which shall include the es-
tablishment of a program described in para-
graph (4) not later than 30 days after the
date of the enactment of this subsection.

‘(4) PROGRAM DESCRIBED.—A State may
meet the requirements of paragraph (3) by
establishing a program under which the
State identifies individuals who are not
United States citizens using information
supplied by one or more of the following
sources:

‘““(A) The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity through the Systematic Alien
Verification for Entitlements (‘SAVE’) or
otherwise.

‘“(B) The Social Security Administration
through the Social Security Number
Verification Service, or otherwise.

‘‘(C) State agencies that supply State iden-
tification cards or driver’s licenses where the
agency confirms the United States citizen-
ship status of applicants.

‘(D) Other sources, including databases,
which provide confirmation of United States
citizenship status.

““(5) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—At the request of a
State election official (including a request
related to a process established by a State
under paragraph (2)(A) or (2)(B)), any head of
a Federal department or agency possessing
information relevant to determining the eli-
gibility of an individual to vote in elections
for Federal office shall, not later than 24
hours after receipt of such request, provide

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

the official with such information as may be
necessary to enable the official to verify that
an applicant for voter registration in elec-
tions for Federal office held in the State or
a registrant on the official list of eligible
voters in elections for Federal office held in
the State is a citizen of the United States,
which shall include providing the official
with such batched information as may be re-
quested by the official.

‘(B) USE OF SAVE SYSTEM.—The Secretary
of Homeland Security may respond to a re-
quest received under paragraph (1) by using
the system for the verification of immigra-
tion status under the applicable provisions of
section 1137 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1320b-7), as established pursuant to
section 121(c) of the Immigration Reform and
Control Act of 1986 (Public Law 99-603).

¢(C) SHARING OF INFORMATION.—The heads
of Federal departments and agencies shall
share information with each other with re-
spect to an individual who is the subject of
a request received under paragraph (A) in
order to enable them to respond to the re-
quest.

‘(D) INVESTIGATION FOR PURPOSES OF RE-
MOVAL.—The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall conduct an investigation to deter-
mine whether to initiate removal pro-
ceedings under section 239 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1229) if it
is determined pursuant to subparagraph (A)
or (B) that an alien (as such term is defined
in section 101 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101)) is unlawfully
registered to vote in elections for Federal of-
fice.

‘‘(E) PROHIBITING FEES.—The head of a Fed-
eral department or agency may not charge a
fee for responding to a State’s request under
paragraph (A).

‘“(k) REMOVAL OF NONCITIZENS FROM REG-
ISTRATION ROLLS.—A State shall remove an
individual who is not a citizen of the United
States from the official list of eligible voters
for elections for Federal office held in the
State at any time upon receipt of docu-
mentation or verified information that a reg-
istrant is not a United States citizen.”.

(g) CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY OF STATE
TO REMOVE NONCITIZENS FROM OFFICIAL LIST
OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 8(a)(4) of the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52
U.S.C. 20507(a)(4)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘or’” at the end of subpara-
graph (A);

(B) by adding ‘‘or” at the end of subpara-
graph (B); and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) documentary proof or verified infor-
mation that the registrant is not a United
States citizen;”.

2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
8(c)(2)(B)(i) of such Act (52 U.S.C.
20507(c)(2)(B)(1)) is amended by striking
“(49)(A)” and inserting ‘“(4)(A) or (C)”.

(h) REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO FED-
ERAL MAIL VOTER REGISTRATION FORM.—

(1) CONTENTS OF MAIL VOTER REGISTRATION
FORM.—Section 9(b) of such Act (562 U.S.C.
20508(b)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘(in-
cluding citizenship)” and inserting ‘‘(includ-
ing an explanation of what is required to
present documentary proof of United States
citizenship)”’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(5) shall include a section, for use only by
a State or local election official, to record
the type of document the applicant pre-

S297

sented as documentary proof of United
States citizenship, including the date of
issuance, the date of expiration (if any), the
office which issued the document, and any
unique identification number associated
with the document.”.

(2) INFORMATION ON MAIL VOTER REGISTRA-
TION FORM.—Section 9(b)(4) of such Act (52
U.S.C. 20508(b)(4)) is amended—

(A) by redesignating clauses (i) through
(iii) as subparagraphs (A) through (C), re-
spectively; and

(B) in subparagraph (C) (as so redesignated
and as amended by paragraph (1)(C)), by
striking ‘‘; and”’ and inserting the following:
¢, other than as evidence in a criminal pro-
ceeding or immigration proceeding brought
against an applicant who attempts to reg-
ister to vote and makes a false declaration
under penalty of perjury that the applicant
meets the eligibility requirements to reg-
ister to vote in an election for Federal office;
and”.

(i) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—Section
11(b)(1) of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20510(b)(1)) is amended
by striking ‘‘a violation of this Act’’ and in-
serting ‘‘a violation of this Act, including
the act of an election official who registers
an applicant to vote in an election for Fed-
eral office who fails to present documentary
proof of United States citizenship,”.

(j) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—Section 12(2) of
such Act (562 U.S.C. 20511(2)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (A);

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (D); and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraphs:

‘(B) in the case of an officer or employee
of the executive branch, providing material
assistance to a noncitizen in attempting to
register to vote or vote in an election for
Federal office;

‘(C) registering an applicant to vote in an
election for Federal office who fails to
present documentary proof of United States
citizenship; or’’.

(k) APPLICABILITY OF REQUIREMENTS TO
CERTAIN STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c¢) of section 4
of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (52 U.S.C. 20503), as redesignated by sub-
section (b), is amended by striking ‘“This Act
does not apply to a State’” and inserting
“Except with respect to the requirements
under subsection (j) and (k) of section 8 in
the case of a State described in paragraph
(2), this Act does not apply to a State’.

(2) PERMITTING STATES TO ADOPT REQUIRE-
MENTS AFTER ENACTMENT.—Section 4 of such
Act (62 U.S.C. 20503) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

¢“(d) PERMITTING STATES TO ADOPT CERTAIN
REQUIREMENTS AFTER ENACTMENT.—Sub-
sections (j) and (k) of section 8 shall not
apply to a State described in subsection
(c)(2) if the State, by law or regulation,
adopts requirements which are identical to
the requirements under such subsections not
later than 60 days prior to the date of the
first election for Federal office which is held
in the State after the date of the enactment
of the SAVE Act.”.

SEC. 003. ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
GUIDANCE.

Not later than 10 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Election Assist-
ance Commission shall adopt and transmit
to the chief State election official of each
State guidance with respect to the imple-
mentation of the requirements under the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52
U.S.C. 20501 et seq.), as amended by section

002.
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SEC. _ 004. INAPPLICABILITY OF PAPERWORK RE-
DUCTION ACT.

Subchapter I of chapter 35 of title 44 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act’) shall not apply with respect to
the development or modification of voter
registration materials under the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (62 U.S.C.
20501 et seq.), as amended by section _ 002,
including the development or modification of
any voter registration application forms.
SEC. 005. DUTY OF SECRETARY OF HOMELAND

SECURITY TO NOTIFY ELECTION OF-
FICIALS OF NATURALIZATION.

Upon receiving information that an indi-
vidual has become a naturalized citizen of
the United States, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall promptly provide notice
of such information to the appropriate chief
election official of the State in which such
individual is domiciled.

SEC. 006. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING
PROVISIONAL BALLOTS.

Nothing in this division or in any amend-
ment made by this division may be con-
strued to supercede, restrict, or otherwise af-
fect the ability of an individual to cast a pro-
visional ballot in an election for Federal of-
fice or to have the ballot counted in the elec-
tion if the individual is verified as a citizen
of the United States pursuant to section 8(j)
of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (as added by section _ 002(f)).

SEC. 007. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING
EFFECT ON STATE EXEMPTIONS
FROM OTHER FEDERAL LAWS.

Nothing in this division or in any amend-
ment made by this division may be con-
strued to affect the exemption of a State
from any requirement of any Federal law
other than the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.).

SEC. 008. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This division and the amendments made by
this division shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this division, and shall
apply with respect to applications for voter
registration which are submitted on or after
such date.

————

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILINGS

The filing date for the 2025 fourth
quarter Mass Mailing report is Mon-
day. January 26, 2026. An electronic op-
tion is available on Webster that will
allow forms to be submitted via a
fillable PDF document. If your office
did no mass mailings during this pe-
riod, please submit a form that states
“‘none’’.

Mass mailing registrations or nega-
tive reports can be submitted elec-
tronically at http:/webster.senate.gov/
secretary/mass_mailing form.htm or
e-mailed to OPR__MassMailings@sec.
senate.gov.

For further information, please con-

tact the Senate Office of Public
Records at (202) 224-0322.
———

CONGRATULATING THE MONTANA
STATE UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL
TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2025 DI-
VISION I FOOTBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP SUBDIVISION CHAMPION-
SHIP

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
589, which is at the desk.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 589) congratulating
the Montana State University football team
for winning the 2025 Division I Football
Championship Subdivision Championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL CONGRES-
SIONAL TIME CAPSULE ACT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 3705, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

A Dbill (S. 3705) to provide for the creation
of a congressional time capsule in com-
memoration of the semiquincentennial of
the United States, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read
three times and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 3705) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 3705

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as
“Semiquincentennial Congressional
Capsule Act”.

SEC. 2. SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL CONGRESSIONAL
TIME CAPSULE.

(a) CREATION BY ARCHITECT OF THE CAP-
ITOL.—The Architect of the Capitol shall cre-
ate a congressional time capsule, to be
known as the ‘‘Semiquincentennial Congres-
sional Time Capsule” (in this Act referred to
as the “Time Capsule”).

(b) CONTENTS.—

(1) DETERMINATION BY CONGRESSIONAL LEAD-
ERSHIP.—The Office of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Office of the Mi-
nority Leader of the House of Representa-
tives, Office of the Majority Leader of the
Senate, and Office of the Minority Leader of
the Senate shall jointly determine the con-
tents of the Time Capsule, taking into ac-
count the requirements of paragraph (2).

(2) CONTENTS.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The contents of the Time
Capsule shall include—

(i) a single, joint letter from the offices de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and

(ii) any other item that the offices de-
scribed in paragraph (1) jointly determine
appropriate.

(B) LIMITATIONS.—AnNy item included in the
Time Capsule under subparagraph (A)—

(i) shall be made of materials that pose a
low risk of degrading, such as metal or archi-
val paper; and

(ii) shall not be made of any organic or in-
organic material that poses a high risk of de-
grading.

(3) S1ZE.—The Time Capsule shall be not
more than 50 inches wide, 32 inches deep, and
48 inches high.

(4) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this
subsection, the offices described in para-
graph (1) may consult with the Architect of
the Capitol, the Secretary of the Smithso-
nian Institution, and such other entities of
the Federal Government as the offices con-
sider appropriate.

(c) DUTIES OF ARCHITECT.—The Architect of
the Capitol shall—

(1) prepare the Time Capsule to be sealed
and buried in the Capitol Visitor Center, at
a location specified by the Architect, with
the approval of the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on House Administration of the
House of Representatives, on or before July
4th, 2026, at a time which would permit indi-
viduals attending this event to also attend
the burial of a time capsule in Independence
Mall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under
section 7(f)(1) of the United States
Semiquincentennial Commission Act of 2016
(36 U.S.C. 101 note prec.); and

(2) install a plaque to provide such infor-
mation about the Time Capsule as the Archi-
tect, with the approval of the Committee on
Rules and Administration of the Senate and
the Committee on House Administration of
the House of Representatives, considers ap-
propriate.

(d) UNSEALING.—The Time Capsule shall be
sealed until July 4th, 2276, on which date the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the Majority Leader of the Senate shall
present the Time Capsule to the 244th Con-
gress, and such Congress shall determine
how the contents within should be preserved
or used.

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 28, 2026

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, January 28; that following
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume the motion to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 302, H.R. 7148; further, that
the Senate recess from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m.
to allow for the weekly conference
meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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