June 15, 2026

reversing progress that has been made
on behalf of young people who are here
through no choice of their own; they
were brought here, and they call Amer-
ica home because it is their home.

I call on the Trump administration
to resume prompt review of renewal ap-
plications and halt unlawful detention
and deportation of DACA recipients. I
am under no illusions that my calling
on it to do so is going to automatically
have an effect on this cruel and stupid
set of policies and practices, but I hope
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle will heed this peril, this danger to
America, and that they will come to-
gether with us and say on a bipartisan
basis: An assault on DACA makes no
sense for America. It is not the Amer-
ica that we recognize.

And as we approach our 250th anni-
versary, we have an opportunity to re-
flect on who we are and, equally impor-
tant, whom we aspire to be. Whom do
we want to be? That has always been
America. It isn’t only about what
America has done or who we are today.
America is an idea, an aspiration, and
a future.

DACA recipients embody the values
that we celebrate as America: hard
work, resilience, a commitment to our
country and to building a better Amer-
ica. Let’s provide Dreamers with the
respect and dignity and future they
have earned.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

————
DACA

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I am
honored to join my colleagues here
today, and I appreciate Senator DUR-
BIN’s leadership in bringing us all to-
gether because today is truly an impor-
tant day for hundreds of thousands of
men, women, and children across
America.

It was 14 years ago today that Presi-
dent Obama took action to memori-
alize an important truth: that young
people who were brought to the United
States as young children through no
choice of their own—who have grown
up in our communities, who have at-
tended our local schools, many grad-
uating at the top of their class from
high school as valedictorians and who
know no other home but the United
States—that they deserve an oppor-
tunity to continue to be part of this
country, free of the fear of being de-
ported for a decision they had no say
in.

Fourteen years ago, the U.S. Govern-
ment made that promise: that if they
came forward, passed a background
check, and followed the rules, did ev-
erything that we asked of them, that
they could stay here and pursue their
dreams in the only country that they
have ever known. And hundreds of
thousands of brave young people did
exactly that.

Now, to be clear, DACA was never in-
tended to be a permanent solution. It

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

was meant to be a temporary stopgap
until Congress took action by passing
the Dream Act or, ideally, modernizing
our immigration system as a whole.
Yet here we are, 14 years later, still
having the same debate about these
young people and their future because
while the hundreds of thousands of
DACA recipients kept their promise—
they did their part—Congress has re-
peatedly failed to do ours. And now
these individuals, who were young chil-
dren back then when this program
began, are now adults with careers and
families of their own. They are even
more deeply ingrained in our commu-
nities and our country than they were
14 years ago.

There are over 530,000 people enrolled
in DACA today—somewhere between
140,000 or 150,000 of them in my home
State of California alone. Listen to
this. The average DACA recipient is 33
years old now. The average DACA re-
cipient has lived in the United States
for 27 years. They are not recent arriv-
als. They are our friends and neighbors,
our family members, our loved ones.
They have grown up to be teachers and
nurses, caregivers, lawyers, small busi-
ness owners.

We would call them model citizens if
we would allow them to become citi-
zens, but they are model, nonetheless.
Eighty-seven percent of them are gain-
fully employed. Collectively, they con-
tribute $17 billion to the American
economy. That ought to be celebrated,
not shunned for political purposes.
About 1 in 3 are married, and roughly
240,000 U.S. citizen children live with at
least 1 parent who is a DACA recipient.

They are among the people being tar-
geted now by an administration claim-
ing to be only going after the worst of
the worst. Not only are they being
swept up in the administration’s mass
deportation campaign, but many are
now facing extraordinary, monthslong
delays when trying to renew their
DACA and work authorization—delays
that are having real impacts, with real
consequences, as this administration
seemingly tries to undermine this pro-
gram.

And on this anniversary of the DACA
Program, I want to share a couple of
stories of DACA recipients in my home
State. Twenty-five-year-old Maria
Fernanda Hernandez has been a DACA
recipient since she was 15 years old.
Thanks to DACA, Maria was able to at-
tend college, earn a bachelor’s degree
in psychology, and find a full-time job
as a project manager at a market re-
search company. But Maria recently
had to take a leave from her job, as
many others, because even though she
submitted her application on time
back in January, it still hasn’t even
been reviewed by USCIS nearly 6
months later. In the months she has
been forced to wait, Maria’s DACA and
the work permit that went along with
it expired.

If that wasn’t bad enough, her father
has been battling a number of health
issues over the last year. He spent
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months in the hospital and, at one
point, had to have his legs amputated.
I mention this because Maria was doing
as much as she possibly could to help
support her parents financially during
all of this. But now, with her renewal
stuck in limbo, Maria can no longer
work or help her parents at a time
when they need her the most.

Teresa is another DACA recipient
who came to this country as a very
young child. Teresa worked hard, got a
good education, and built an impres-
sive career not just as a nurse but as an
award-winning nurse at one of Los An-
geles County’s largest hospitals. And
like Maria and so many others, Teresa
filed her renewal application on time.
Yet months later, despite repeated out-
reach to USCIS, she still hasn’t re-
ceived any updates. And because of
those delays, Teresa’s work authoriza-
tion has expired, and she is facing the
possibility of losing the career she
worked so hard to build because she is
not able to provide her employer the
necessary documents to keep working.
That is what these cruel delays have
caused.

Jose Morales Perez is 32 years old. He
has lived in Los Angeles most of his
life, ever since coming from Tijuana as
a young child. He attended local
schools, eventually graduating from
Garfield High School in East Los Ange-
les and later attending Glendale Com-
munity College. Jose has built a life
here. He has worked a steady job. He
started a family. He helps care for his
mother, whose diabetes complications
have left her unable to walk.

Jose was up for a promotion at work
earlier this year, and instead of cele-
brating that promotion, he lost his job
when his DACA expired while waiting
for the administration to process his
renewal application.

And now his family is struggling to
make ends meet, to the point where
they are now pawning family heirlooms
just for a little bit more cash to con-
tinue to scrape by.

Maria, Teresa, Jose—these and thou-
sands of others just like them are the
people that we are talking about when
we discuss and debate DACA, people
who followed the rules and did every-
thing that we asked of them. The only
choice that they ever made was to
trust the U.S. Government when the
government made them the promise
that, if they came forward, they would
not be punished for doing the right
thing. That promise is being broken
today by the Trump administration.

These men and women that I am
talking about—not just the three that
I mentioned—all of them deserve bet-
ter. They deserve certainty. They and
all Dreamers like them deserve the op-
portunity to continue contributing to
their communities and to our country.
They deserve the chance to become
full-fledged members of this country—
their country, our country—the only
country that they have ever known,
that they have given so much of their
talent and so much of their leadership
to each and every day.
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Colleagues, 14 years after the cre-
ation of DACA, it is past time that we
finally do what is right by the hun-
dreds of thousands of DACA recipients
and Dreamers who have already proven
their commitment to this country.
They kept their promise, and now it is
time for Congress to keep ours. It is fi-
nally time to pass the Dream Act.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the Re-
publican leader said that we could con-
tinue in session so long as there were
Democrats to speak. To my knowledge,
there are no additional Democrats. I
want to thank you and the staff and
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the pages for this extra time this
evening.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:44 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, June 16, 2026,
at 10 a.m.

——
NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

June 15, 2026

THE JUDICIARY

JAMES ANDREW CROWELL IV, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE TERM OF
FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE KATHRYN A. OBERLY, RETIRED.

STUART GORDON NASH, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS, VICE LOREN L. ALIKHAN.

MATTHEW R. BYRNE, OF OHIO, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO,
VICE MICHAEL H. WATSON, RETIRED.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate June 15, 2026:
THE JUDICIARY

JUSTIN D. SMITH, OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNITED STATES
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE EIGHTH CIRCUIT.
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