
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2770 June 11, 2026 
on Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

f 

FIRST RHODE ISLAND REGIMENT 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
ACT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 567 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A bill (S. 567) to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the First Rhode 
Island Regiment, in recognition of their 
dedicated service during the Revolutionary 
War. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Whitehouse substitute 
amendment, which is at the desk, be 
considered and agreed to; that the bill, 
as amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed; and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5820), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘First Rhode 
Island Regiment Congressional Gold Medal 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) During the winter at Valley Forge, from 

1777–1778, the Continental Army had dif-
ficulty recruiting the necessary quotas of 
men set by the Congress. 

(2) At the same time, the State of Rhode 
Island was ordered to supply two battalions 
while a British force occupied the City of 
Newport. 

(3) In January 1778, at the urging of Briga-
dier General James Varnum, General George 
Washington wrote to Governor Nicholas 
Cooke of the State of Rhode Island request-
ing assistance recruiting men for the Conti-
nental Line. 

(4) On February 14, 1778, the Rhode Island 
General Assembly voted to allow the enlist-
ment of ‘‘every able-bodied negro, mulatto, 
or Indian man slave’’. 

(5) In addition, the Rhode Island General 
Assembly provided that any enlisted slave 
‘‘upon his passing muster before Colonel 
Christopher Greene, be immediately dis-
charged from the service of his master or 
mistress, and be absolutely free as though he 
had never been encumbered with any kind of 
servitude or slavery’’. 

(6) As a result, between February 1778 and 
June 1778, Colonel Christopher Greene, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Jeremiah Olney, and Major 
Samuel Ward recruited men of African herit-
age and Indigenous descent who formed the 
core of the First Rhode Island Regiment. 

(7) The First Rhode Island Regiment be-
came among the first units in American His-

tory in which men of every race and eth-
nicity were recruited to serve. 

(8) On August 29, 1778, at the Battle of 
Rhode Island, following an attempted siege 
of British-occupied Newport along with the 
newly allied French fleet, the First Rhode Is-
land Regiment acted heroically in holding 
back Hessian forces and causing them to re-
treat. 

(9) During the Battle of Rhode Island, the 
First Rhode Island Regiment’s losses in-
cluded three killed, nine wounded and eleven 
missing soldiers. 

(10) Soldiers of color from the First Rhode 
Island Regiment continued to fight bravely 
to win American independence for 5 more 
years in an integrated Rhode Island Regi-
ment that included men of African, Euro-
pean, and Indigenous descent. 

(11) By early 1784, the last Rhode Island 
soldiers were discharged at Saratoga, New 
York. 

(12) Their commander, Colonel Jeremiah 
Olney, praised the Regiment for ‘‘faithfully 
preserving in the best of causes, in every 
stage of service, with unexampled fortitude 
and patience through all the danger and toils 
of a long and severe war’’. 

(13) Afterwards, some veterans of the First 
Rhode Island Regiment had to consistently 
resist efforts at re-enslavement and fought 
for back wages from the Rhode Island Gen-
eral Assembly. 

(14) According to the Rhode Island State 
Archives, the First Rhode Island Regiment 
included at least the following soldiers: Bab-
cock, Priamus (Primus); Bent, Prince; Bours, 
Cato; Brown, Priamus (Primus); Burk, Afri-
ca; Burroughs, John; Carpenter, Cudgo; 
Champlin, Dick; Champlin, Jack; Champlin, 
July; Champlin, Newport; Champlin, Sharp-
er; Champlin, York; Clark, James; 
Coddington, Jack; Fones, Jack; Gardner, 
Cuff; Gardner, Hercules; Gardner, Minkl; 
Gardner, Preamus (Primus); Gardner, 
Rutter; Gray, Ebenezer; Green, Cuff; Greene, 
Cato; Greene, Jack; Greene, Pero; Greene, 
William; Hammond, Prince; Harriss, Cesar; 
Hazard, Backus; Hazard, Jabin; Hazard, 
Jacob; Hazard, Peter; Hazard, Peter; 
Lefavour, Thom; Mason, Warsen; Mawney, 
Cyrus; Minturn, Jack; Mowrey, Pero; Nich-
ols, Thomas; Perry, Ganset; Phillips, Philow; 
Pierce, Titus; Potter, David; Randall, Prince; 
Rhodes, Bristol; Rhodes, Priamus; Rhodes, 
Richard; Rhodes, Samuel; Richmond, Ebe-
nezer; Robinson, Mingo; Rodman, Isaac; Rod-
man, Mingo; Rodman, Prince; Rose, Cesar; 
Saltonstall, Brittain; Saunders, Sampson; 
Sheldon, Cesar; Slave; Slave; Smith, Juba; 
Sweeling, Query; Talbot, Sigby; Tanner, 
Quam; Tillinghast, Cuff; Updike, Cesar; 
Updike, Moses; Vaughan, Prince; Vernon, 
Cato; Watson, Fortune; Wells, Cesar; Wickes, 
Nat; and Willbour, Boston. 
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of 
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make 
appropriate arrangements for the award, on 
behalf of the Congress, of a single gold medal 
of appropriate design to the First Rhode Is-
land Regiment, collectively in recognition of 
their dedicated service during the Revolu-
tionary War. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (hereafter 
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall strike the gold medal with suitable em-
blems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(c) RHODE ISLAND STATE LIBRARY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of 

the gold medal in honor of the First Rhode 
Island Regiment of the Revolutionary War 
under subsection (a), the gold medal shall be 

given to the Rhode Island State Library, 
where it will be displayed as appropriate and 
made available for research. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Rhode Island State Li-
brary should make the gold medal received 
under paragraph (1) available for display 
elsewhere, particularly at other appropriate 
locations associated with the First Rhode Is-
land Regiment of the Revolutionary War. 
SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck 
under section 3, at a price sufficient to cover 
the costs thereof, including labor, materials, 
dies, use of machinery, and overhead ex-
penses. 
SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—Medals struck pur-
suant to this Act are national medals for 
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, all medals struck under this 
Act shall be considered to be numismatic 
items. 
SEC. 6. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS; 

PROCEEDS OF SALE. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.— 

There is authorized to be charged against the 
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund 
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for 
the costs of the medals struck under this 
Act. 

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received 
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 4 shall be deposited 
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund. 

The bill (S. 567), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

RECRUITING FAMILIES USING 
DATA ACT OF 2025 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 162 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A bill (S. 162) to amend parts B and E of 
title IV of the Social Security Act to im-
prove foster and adoptive parent recruitment 
and retention, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Grassley amendment at 
the desk be considered and agreed to; 
that the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5821) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To change effective dates) 
Beginning on page 4, strike line 22 and all 

that follows through page 6, line 8, and insert 
the following: 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendment made by this 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2771 June 11, 2026 
subsection shall take effect on October 1, 
2027. 

(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION 
REQUIRED.—In the case of a State plan ap-
proved under subpart 1 of part B of title IV 
of the Social Security Act which the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services deter-
mines requires State legislation (other than 
legislation appropriating funds) in order for 
the plan to meet the additional requirements 
imposed by this subsection, the State plan 
shall not be regarded as failing to comply 
with the requirements of such part solely on 
the basis of the failure of the plan to meet 
such additional requirements before the first 
day of the first calendar quarter beginning 
after the close of the first regular session of 
the State legislature that begins after the 
date of enactment of this subsection. For 
purposes of the previous sentence, in the 
case of a State that has a 2-year legislative 
session, each year of such session shall be 
deemed to be a separate regular session of 
the State legislature. 
SEC. 3. INCLUSION OF INFORMATION ON FOSTER 

AND ADOPTIVE FAMILIES IN AN-
NUAL CHILD WELFARE OUTCOMES 
REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

Section 479A(a) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 679b(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6)(C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (7)(B), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) include in the report submitted pursu-

ant to paragraph (5) for fiscal year 2028 or 
any succeeding fiscal year— 

The bill (S. 162), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed as follows: 

S. 162 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Recruiting 
Families Using Data Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. STATE PLAN AMENDMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 422 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 622) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(7), by inserting 
‘‘through the development and implementa-
tion of a family partnership plan which 
meets the requirements of subsection (d) for 
identification, recruitment, screening, li-
censing, support, and retention of foster and 
adoptive families’’ after ‘‘are needed’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) FAMILY PARTNERSHIP PLAN REQUIRE-

MENTS.—For purposes of subsection (b)(7), 
the requirements for a family partnership 
plan (in this subsection referred to as the 
‘plan’) are the following: 

‘‘(1) The plan is developed in consultation 
with birth, kinship, foster and adoptive fami-
lies, community-based service providers, 
technical assistance providers, and youth 
with lived experience with foster care and 
adoption. 

‘‘(2) The plan describes— 
‘‘(A) how the State plans to identify, no-

tify, engage, and support relatives (and oth-
ers connected to the child) as potential 
placement resources for children; 

‘‘(B) how the State plans to develop and 
implement child-specific recruitment plans 
for every child in or entering foster care who 
needs a foster or adoptive family; 

‘‘(C) how the State plans to authentically 
engage children and youth in recruitment ef-
forts on their behalf; 

‘‘(D) how the State plans to use data to es-
tablish goals, assess needs, measure progress, 
reduce unnecessary placements in con-

gregate care, increase permanency, improve 
placement stability, increase the rate of kin-
ship placements, improve recruitment and 
retention of families for teens, sibling 
groups, and other special populations, and 
align the composition of foster and adoptive 
families with the needs of children in or en-
tering foster care; and 

‘‘(E) how that State will stand up or sup-
port foster family advisory boards for the 
purpose of improving recruitment and reten-
tion of foster and adoptive families. 

‘‘(3) The plan provides that, not less than 
annually, the State shall collect and report 
on the State’s actual foster family capacity 
and congregate care utilization, including 
the number, demographics, and characteris-
tics of licensed foster families, including pro-
spective adoptive families, the number of 
such families that haven’t received a place-
ment or are not being fully utilized and the 
reasons therefor, and the number, demo-
graphics, and characteristics of children 
placed in congregate care in-State and out- 
of-State. 

‘‘(4) The plan includes, and shall update 
not less than annually, a summary of the 
most recent feedback from foster and adop-
tive parents and youth regarding licensure, 
training, support, and reasons why parents 
stop fostering or why adoptive or legal 
guardianship placements out of foster care 
fail or foster and such adoptive of legal 
guardianship families struggle to meet chil-
dren’s needs. 

‘‘(5) The plan includes, and shall update an-
nually, a report on the State’s analysis of 
specific challenges or barriers to recruiting, 
licensing, and utilizing families who reflect 
the racial and ethnic background of children 
in foster care in the State, and the State’s 
efforts to overcome those challenges and 
barriers. 

‘‘(6) The plan includes such other informa-
tion relating to foster and adoptive parent 
recruitment and retention as the Secretary 
may require.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendment made by this 
subsection shall take effect on October 1, 
2027. 

(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION 
REQUIRED.—In the case of a State plan ap-
proved under subpart 1 of part B of title IV 
of the Social Security Act which the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services deter-
mines requires State legislation (other than 
legislation appropriating funds) in order for 
the plan to meet the additional requirements 
imposed by this subsection, the State plan 
shall not be regarded as failing to comply 
with the requirements of such part solely on 
the basis of the failure of the plan to meet 
such additional requirements before the first 
day of the first calendar quarter beginning 
after the close of the first regular session of 
the State legislature that begins after the 
date of enactment of this subsection. For 
purposes of the previous sentence, in the 
case of a State that has a 2-year legislative 
session, each year of such session shall be 
deemed to be a separate regular session of 
the State legislature. 
SEC. 3. INCLUSION OF INFORMATION ON FOSTER 

AND ADOPTIVE FAMILIES IN AN-
NUAL CHILD WELFARE OUTCOMES 
REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

Section 479A(a) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 679b(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6)(C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (7)(B), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) include in the report submitted pursu-

ant to paragraph (5) for fiscal year 2028 or 
any succeeding fiscal year— 

‘‘(A) State-by-State data on the number, 
demographics, and characteristics of foster 
and adoptive families in the State, and the 
number of potential foster and adoptive fam-
ilies not being utilized in the State and the 
reasons why; 

‘‘(B) a summary of the challenges of, and 
barriers to, being a foster or adoptive parent, 
including with respect to recruitment, licen-
sure, engagement, retention, and why par-
ents stop fostering, adoptions disrupt or dis-
solve, or foster or adoptive families struggle, 
as reported by States based on surveys of 
foster and adoptive parents; and 

‘‘(C) a summary of the challenges and bar-
riers States reported on efforts to recruit a 
pool of families that reflect the racial and 
ethnic background of children in foster care 
in the State, and efforts to overcome those 
barriers.’’. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 15, 
2026 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 15; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each; further, that at 5:30 
p.m. the Senate proceed to executive 
session and execute the order with re-
spect to the Smith nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned 
under the previous order, following the 
remarks of Senator HUSTED. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
JUNE 15, 2026, AT 3 P.M. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HUSTED). Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands adjourned until 3 p.m. on 
Monday, June 15, 2026. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:43 p.m., 
adjourned until Monday, June 15, 2026, 
at 3 p.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nomination received by 
the Senate: 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

WALTER CLAYTON, OF NEW YORK, TO BE DIRECTOR OF 
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE, VICE TULSI GABBARD. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate June 11, 2026: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BROCK DAHL, OF MARYLAND, TO BE LEGAL ADVISER 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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