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And I hope and pray to God that 

nothing happens in this country where 
an American is killed or something 
happens to this Nation as a result of 
what we just witnessed here today. 

This is another low point in the his-
tory of the U.S. Senate. 

WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to waive the mandatory quorum 
call with respect to the Smith nomina-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MORENO. I ask unanimous con-
sent for the previously scheduled roll-
call vote to commence. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close 
debate on the nomination of Executive 
Calendar No. 742, Justin D. Smith, of 
Missouri, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Eighth Circuit. 

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, Pete Ricketts, 
Mike Rounds, John Barrasso, Ted 
Budd, Jim Banks, Rick Scott of Flor-
ida, Todd Young, David McCormick, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Jon Husted, 
John Boozman, Mike Crapo, Katie 
Boyd Britt, Eric Schmitt, John R. Cur-
tis. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Justin D. Smith, of Missouri, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Eighth Circuit, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), 
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
GRAHAM), the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. HAGERTY), the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mrs. MOODY), the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) would have voted ‘‘yea’’ and the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
COONS), the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN), and the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 47, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 171 Ex.] 

YEAS—47 

Armstrong 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 

Moreno 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—43 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bennet 
Blackburn 
Coons 
Graham 

Hagerty 
Moody 
Moran 
Rosen 

Shaheen 
Tillis 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORENO). On this vote the yeas are 47, 
the nays are 43, and the motion is 
agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Justin D. 
Smith, of Missouri, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Eighth Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana. 

CHICAGO BEARS 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. President, before we 
leave town for the week, I wanted to 
comment, share some really good news 
for the great State of Indiana. You 
might have seen the news late last 
week, but last Friday, June 5, the Chi-
cago Bears board announced that they 
voted to officially advance the process 
of building a new stadium not in down-
town Chicago but rather in Hammond, 
IN. I am a lifelong Indianapolis Colts 
fan, but today I want to talk about the 
Chicago Bears. 

The No. 1 question that I have re-
ceived over the last week is, Will the 
Chicago bears change their name to the 
Indiana Bears? And I have been assured 
that that will not be the case. They 
will remain the Chicago Bears, but 
their board, as I mentioned, voted to 
start this process to build their sta-
dium in Hammond, IN. 

Hammond is a part of, in Indiana, 
what we call ‘‘The Region’’—Northwest 
Indiana, Lake County. Communities 
like Gary, East Chicago, and Hammond 
are blue-collar, working-class commu-

nities, rich from those steel-producing 
jobs that have been in that part of my 
State for generations, that have em-
ployed so many Hoosiers. 

This is big news for Indiana. It is a 
shot in the arm for a part of my State 
that can really use it. And a lot of peo-
ple are going to benefit from the devel-
opment that will occur around this new 
site that is just 18 miles to the east of 
where the Chicago Bears are currently 
located, Soldier Field in downtown 
Chicago. It is only about a half-an-hour 
drive from the current site to where 
this new site will be in the community 
in Hammond. 

And the reason I want to come and 
talk about this today is this isn’t just 
about sports. This is about the tale of 
two cities, the tale of two States—a 
State with leadership, vision; a State 
that is open for business; and a State 
that is bankrupt, literally a State that 
has gone bankrupt with failed leader-
ship, with blue-State policies that we 
have seen around the country, in other 
States like California. But Illinois, 
they take the cake in Illinois for lib-
eral, leftwing policies. 

And there is a lot—a lot—to unpack 
here about why the Chicago Bears— 
this iconic, over 100-year iconic foot-
ball team and their ownership—made 
this decision to come to my State and 
abandon the policies of Illinois and the 
city, the once-great big city, great city 
of Chicago, that they are fleeing from. 

I just want to suggest to you today 
that when it comes to States like Illi-
nois—a liberal State, a high-tax State, 
an anti-family State, an anti-business 
State—it is a State that is destroying 
itself inside out. And then talk about a 
Republican, low-tax, pro-family, pro- 
business State like my State is thriv-
ing, and this great news just goes to 
prove it. 

Now, I wanted to point out a few sta-
tistics that I have recently become 
aware of. According to CNBC data from 
last year, Indiana is the second-best 
State in the country when it comes to 
cost of living; Illinois, 34. 

Indiana is ranked, according to 
CNBC—the same data—the best State 
in the country when it comes to the 
cost of doing business. We are open for 
business in Indiana. Illinois ranks 
among the worst States in the country 
for doing business. 

Indiana, the ninth best State in the 
country for businesses—period—and 
that number keeps getting better for 
our State because we passed right-to- 
work laws. We have reduced our prop-
erty taxes, income taxes, the tax bur-
den in our State. 

And by the way, in Indiana, we actu-
ally pass balanced budgets at our State 
legislature every 2 years. Illinois is a 
bankrupt State. They have so much 
debt in their State that the taxpayers 
are holding the bag for it. 

So when it comes to cost of living 
and the cost of doing business, Indiana 
is a far better environment for families 
and businesses than Illinois. 

But you also have to look at crime 
statistics because this tells a big part 
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of the story too. According to FBI 
data, Illinois has one of the highest 
statewide homicide and robbery rates 
in the entire country. In fact, the rob-
bery rate in Illinois is 152 percent 
worse than it is in the State of Indiana. 

And I submit to you that is because 
Chicago and Illinois are truly on the 
frontlines of the ‘‘defund the police’’ 
mantra of the Democratic Party today. 
The soft-on-crime policies of blue 
States and leadership coming out of Il-
linois and Chicago tells a far different 
story than my State, Indiana, where we 
are focused on law and order. We sup-
port our police officers. We back the 
blue in Indiana. There is a big dif-
ference when it comes to crime statis-
tics coming out of both States too. 

I also want to talk about job statis-
tics because I think this is important 
as well. It helps tell the story about 
why the Chicago Bears made this his-
toric announcement last week. 

According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Indiana’s unemployment 
rate right now is 3.2 percent. Illinois? 
Over 5 percent, 5.1 percent unemploy-
ment rate. That is nearly 60 percent 
higher unemployment in Illinois than 
it is in Indiana. 

Then you talk about—you talk about 
tax rates, as I mentioned a little bit 
ago. The property tax rates in Illinois 
are nearly twice as high as they are in 
Indiana. Individual income tax rates— 
this is the same deal—almost twice as 
high in Illinois as what they are in In-
diana. 

And you are starting to see a bigger 
picture here. Why did the Chicago 
Bears make this incredible announce-
ment to come to Indiana? Lower taxes, 
better for families, lower crime statis-
tics, just 30 minutes to the east than 
what they deal with in Chicago. 

The Presiding Officer and I know 
that people vote with their feet. In this 
case, an entire football team is voting 
with their cleats. The whole program is 
just moving 18 miles away into a State 
that works with better leadership in 
Indiana. 

According to the Illinois Policy Insti-
tute, 40,000 residents left Illinois for 
other States in 2025. Meanwhile, more 
people have moved to Indiana than 
have left Indiana. That is another huge 
difference. 

And also, according to the same orga-
nization, the Illinois Policy Institute, 
Illinois ranked No. 2 in the country for 
the most business losses of any State 
in the country. 

I mean, this is a massive, giant, big 
sucking sound coming out of Illinois 
and Chicago—businesses that are tak-
ing their jobs, folding up their tents 
and their businesses, and moving to 
States like Indiana that are open to 
business, while Illinois pushes them 
out the door. 

Illinois has lost at least 218 busi-
nesses—big and small—to other States 
since 2023. I mean, this is another tes-
tament to what the difference is be-
tween our States. 

But then the last issue I want to talk 
about is what Illinois has done to make 

themselves—not just Chicago but the 
whole State of Illinois—the whole 
State of Illinois has designated itself as 
a statewide sanctuary jurisdiction, not 
a sanctuary city but the whole State of 
Illinois is a sanctuary State for illegal 
immigrants. 

And just since January 20 of this 
year, according to the Department of 
Homeland Security, 1,768 criminal ille-
gal aliens have been released in the 
State of Illinois—just over the last sev-
eral months since January 20. 

Compare that with my State, where 
my Governor, one of his very first acts 
as Governor last year, was to sign an 
executive order. And he told the Indi-
ana State Police that in Indiana, the 
State police and all State agencies will 
assist President Trump and the Federal 
efforts for mass deportation to get vio-
lent illegal criminals out of Indiana, 
get them off of our streets. That is the 
type of leadership that America is 
looking to and the opposite of the type 
of failed leadership that you see com-
ing out of Illinois. 

I wanted to read just a couple of 
statements from leaders in my State 
about this historic announcement be-
cause it is such a big deal for us, the 
Chicago Bears moving to Indiana. Gov. 
Mike Braun said: 

Hoosiers, help me welcome the Chicago 
Bears to our great State! 

We look forward to building a partnership 
as strong as the ‘85 Bears defense, creating 
opportunities and economic growth that will 
benefit our State and the Bears organization 
for decades to come. An NFL franchise in 
Northwest Indiana will be an economic boost 
to the entire region like we haven’t seen be-
fore. 

Governor Braun went on to say: 
Thank you to Speaker Huston, the legisla-

ture, and Mayor McDermott for their part-
nership. I also want to thank the entire 
Bears organization for their partnership in 
making this move a reality. Welcome to In-
diana! 

The speaker of the house in Indiana, 
my friend Todd Huston, who represents 
a State house district on the north side 
of Indianapolis and Hamilton County— 
Speaker Todd Huston was pivotal in 
the efforts at the State legislature to 
round up the incentive package to lure 
the Chicago Bears during the last ses-
sion. He deserves a lot of credit for 
making this happen through his leader-
ship. 

Speaker Todd Huston said: 
I am thrilled the Bears ownership voted to 

develop a world-class stadium facility in 
Hammond. This will be a transformative 
project for Northwest Indiana, benefitting 
the entire state. The Bears have been trans-
parent and terrific partners throughout the 
process. 

Local elected leadership in Northwest Indi-
ana and their constituents have been tre-
mendous partners in making this happen. 
This is a fantastic win for Indiana, and I 
thank Governor Brawn and his leadership 
team. The Bears join a long line of compa-
nies and residents choosing Indiana to in-
vest, grow, and pursue opportunity, and I 
look forward to many more making that 
choice. 

Mayor Tom McDermott is actually a 
Democrat—a Democrat mayor of Ham-

mond, IN. That shows the bipartisan 
nature of the leadership in my State 
that made this historic announcement 
possible. 

Mayor Tom McDermott, the mayor 
of Hammond, said: 

The Chicago Bears chose Hammond, IN, be-
cause they see what I have said for years: 
Hammond is a successful city of opportunity 
and possibility, an excellent choice for such 
a significant investment. 

The city of Hammond and the entirety of 
Northwest Indiana will benefit from this 
transformative investment. 

I am proud to have partnered with our 
state leaders to secure this win; I’m grateful 
to Gov. Mike Braun, Speaker Todd Huston, 
Sen Ryan Mishler and our local legislators 
who pushed this deal over the goal line! 

I want to compare this a little bit. I 
mean, you heard from the Republican 
Governor, the Republican speaker of 
the house, the Democrat. Those are 
quotes from the Democrat mayor of 
Hammond and the other two. 

By the way, the Illinois Legislature, 
before they left their State capitol last 
week, completely fumbled an oppor-
tunity to provide some kind of package 
to keep the Chicago Bears in Chicago. 
Their pattern of failed leadership was 
on full display as they left their state-
house last week. And it was after that 
that the Chicago Bears organization, 
leadership, ownership made this his-
toric investment. 

As you can imagine, a lot of embar-
rassment for the leaders in Illinois 
with this big announcement. In fact, 
Gov. JB Pritzker, this is what his of-
fice had to say—the opposite of what 
the Indiana leader had to say. This is 
what Governor Pritzker and his office 
had to say last week after this an-
nouncement was made. 

According to Governor Pritzker’s of-
fice: 

The Bears have built a storied legacy in Il-
linois for over 100 years but have spent the 
last 6 years, and especially the last few 
months, shifting their position on a stadium 
location. That has hindered their progress. 

He is blaming the Chicago Bears for 
his own lack of leadership. I mean, this 
is embarrassing for a guy who fancies 
himself as a potential Presidential can-
didate in 2028, and his biggest legacy— 
for JB Pritzker—is that he lost the 
Chicago Bears to Indiana. I mean, how 
embarrassing for a politician to have 
to live up to that? 

Meanwhile, though, this is what Gov-
ernor Pritzker had to say about illegal 
immigration. Get this. Governor 
Pritzker said: 

I am going to do everything that I can to 
protect our undocumented immigrants. 

So you see what is going on here. 
Governor Pritzker is far more focused 
on protecting illegal immigrants in his 
State than he ever was on providing 
any type of leadership whatsoever to 
keep the Chicago Bears in Chicago or 
in Illinois. I mean, you see the type of 
failed leadership in Illinois that the 
successful leadership of Indiana has 
seized upon. 

Then you hear from the socialist 
mayor of Chicago, Brandon Johnson. 
He had this to say. He said: 
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Over the last several years, the Bears have 

stated their intentions in multiple jurisdic-
tions, today’s announcement is not sur-
prising. 

Again, the mayor of Chicago is blam-
ing others for his own lack of leader-
ship. 

Yet the mayor of Chicago also had 
this to say: 

Law enforcement is a sickness. This is a 
man who just doesn’t have his priorities 
straight. He is anti-police. He is one of the 
‘‘defund the police’’ Democrats from a city 
that has high violent crime rates, and he is 
mad that the Chicago Bears are saying: We 
are leaving Chicago and Illinois because 
there is a better deal to be had in the great 
State of Indiana, 30 minutes away from 
where we are currently located. 

You see the type of failed leadership 
in Illinois and the type of successful 
leadership in my State of Indiana. 

I want to just finish my thoughts 
with this because I think this sums it 
up. Another great Hoosier, Pat McAfee, 
sums this up quite well as we talk 
about what Indiana means and the type 
of leadership that we have in Indiana 
and how we have seized upon this in-
credible, historic opportunity and why 
the Chicago Bears have said ‘‘enough is 
enough’’ of the failed leadership and 
the high-tax, anti-family, anti-police, 
‘‘defund the police,’’ leftwing policies 
of Illinois. Pat McAfee sums this up 
quite well. 

He said: 
Indiana has always been open for business. 

. . . They pieced this Bears’ deal together so 
fast. 

That is the type of great leadership 
that all of America is looking to. 

For the first time in my life, I say: 
Go Bears! 

I can’t wait to drive an hour and a 
half up U.S. 30, from where I live, to go 
cheer on the Chicago Bears when this 
stadium is built in a few years in Ham-
mond, IN. I think there are going to be 
a lot more Chicago Bears fans out 
there when this stadium is built. There 
are going to be a lot of Hoosiers who 
are going to go to this new stadium 
and a lot of people from Illinois who 
are going to be coming over the State 
line and seeing even more of the very 
best of what Indiana has to offer. 

So this is good news for Indiana and 
bad news for Chicago and Illinois, but 
when you hear statistics like that, you 
cannot blame the Chicago Bears orga-
nization for making the decision they 
did. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

BUDD). The Senator from California. 
JUNE 12 ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, 1 year 
ago tomorrow, you may recall that I 
was in the Federal building in West Los 
Angeles, on business, awaiting a sched-
uled briefing, when I was physically 
forced out of a press conference. I was 
forced to the ground and handcuffed— 
not because I had broken any laws, 
mind you, but for the simple fact that 
I tried to ask a question of then-Home-
land Security Secretary Noem. 

I was in that building—I was in that 
office—in my capacity as a U.S. Sen-

ator for a scheduled briefing with the 
four-star general in charge of U.S. 
Northern Command because I was seek-
ing answers and had been seeking an-
swers not just for days but for weeks 
and months on what had become an un-
precedented, unlawful, cruel immigra-
tion enforcement campaign that Don-
ald Trump had unleashed on Los Ange-
les. 

You will remember the visuals of 
masked ICE agents not identifying 
themselves and of CBP officers who 
were armed as if they were heading 
into war, indiscriminately stopping 
people, sweeping up immigrants—un-
documented immigrants, legal immi-
grants, even some U.S. citizens. But 
they didn’t care because they were 
going after anyone who looked like an 
immigrant. They were knocking down 
doors to homes without having signed 
judicial warrants. They were breaking 
the windows of cars and dragging peo-
ple out of their vehicles. They were 
raiding worksites, the parking lots of 
home improvement stores, even public 
parks where kids and families were 
playing. This was all happening in a 
matter of days in Los Angeles. 

It seemed like the administration 
was just doing one thing after another 
to escalate tensions. The President not 
only federalized and deployed National 
Guard troops into Los Angeles to assist 
with this ‘‘mission,’’ but at one point, 
Active-Duty marines were sent into 
Los Angeles, but it was not for public 
safety reasons, as this was done 
against the wishes of the Governor, 
against the wishes of the mayor, and 
against the wishes of the police chief 
and the sheriff. 

So, yes, I wanted answers—answers 
that weren’t coming from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security here in the 
Senate during formal committee hear-
ings and answers that weren’t coming 
in response to formal inquiries that we 
had made as Senators or in response to 
letters that had been submitted by me 
and by several of my colleagues. 

Instead, as I was in the Federal build-
ing awaiting a briefing and was told 
my briefing was delayed because the 
general was in a press conference with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, I 
thought: Well, let me try to go in and 
listen. Maybe I will hear some of the 
information that I had been trying so 
hard to get. 

So I was escorted by a National 
Guard member and an FBI agent to the 
press conference, where I stood to the 
side quietly and just listened. I heard 
not for the first time and not even for 
the first time that day that Secretary 
Noem shared with the public that the 
mission of this operation was to ‘‘lib-
erate’’ Los Angeles from its duly-elect-
ed leaders. At that moment, I was com-
pelled to speak up because that is not 
enforcing the law; that is an abuse of 
the U.S. military and of Federal law 
enforcement—a reflection of the de-
sires of a wannabe dictator. 

As you have seen from the video, be-
fore I could even get a question out, 

they did their best to try to silence me. 
They were sending a message. This 
wasn’t just about me. They were trying 
to make clear to anybody in Los Ange-
les and anybody throughout California 
and anybody throughout the country 
what can happen if you dare disagree 
with this administration, because they 
don’t like being questioned. That is for 
sure. They think they are above the 
law. They think the rule of law does 
not apply to them. 

The good news is that is not what the 
American people believe. As one point 
of evidence, 2 days after that Homeland 
Security press conference experience, 
there was the first of the No Kings days 
that we have seen in the United States 
this last year—millions of people tak-
ing to the streets in their communities 
and cities across the country to declare 
‘‘No Kings.’’ Instead of being scared 
into silence, they did not feel intimi-
dated; they stepped up, and they spoke 
out. 

The American people have continued 
to speak out for our rights ever since. 
Across the country, Americans have 
been looking out for their friends, for 
their neighbors, for their coworkers, 
and for their communities. They have 
been documenting a lot of the abuses 
that they have seen in an effort to hold 
not just Federal agents but the Federal 
Government accountable. They have 
been speaking up for our rights 
through organizing and protesting— 
and not just in locations where raids 
and apprehensions and arrests have 
been taking place. We now see mobili-
zations around detention facilities, 
where we have heard reports of brutal, 
unsanitary, and inhumane conditions. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, my col-
league from New Jersey Senator KIM 
was out there with protesters. Again, 
he was the victim of cruelty, unneces-
sary physical abuse against a Member 
of the Senate. No American should 
have to experienced that. 

What we have also seen at this time, 
again, is not just the mobilization of 
the American people, the voice of the 
American people, but we have seen the 
impact on the President’s approval rat-
ings and on his polling. 

In this administration, I grant you, 
by the numbers, the President enjoyed 
strong approval ratings when it came 
to immigration, generally speaking. 
Flash-forward to today, and poll after 
poll shows that he is at historically 
low approval ratings both overall but 
especially when it comes to the cruelty 
of his immigration agenda. 

It turns out that when Americans 
witness the President’s policies not as 
he campaigned on—remember, he 
talked about going after the worst of 
the worst, but what we have seen in 
practice is anything but. So when we 
see the reality of what Donald Trump 
is doing, Americans don’t approve. 
They don’t approve of troops being de-
ployed into American cities. They 
don’t approve of Federal agents mak-
ing indiscriminate stops, arrests, de-
tentions, or even deportations. They 
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