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Now, why did this happen? Why do we 

now need Border Patrol and ICE more 
than ever? You know, I have thought 
about that a lot. It could be just pure, 
plain vanilla incompetence. It could be 
that the people that President Biden 
put in charge of immigration and se-
curing the border were not qualified to 
play dead in a western movie. It also 
could be, and could have been, inten-
tional. 

I think some of my Democratic 
friends—not all of them. I am talking 
the Platner wing of the Democratic 
Party, the Mayor Mamdani wing of the 
Democratic Party, the Congresswoman 
OCASIO-CORTEZ wing of the Democratic 
Party, the wing of the Democratic 
Party that is in control—some of them 
believe that vetting people at the bor-
der is racist. They do. 

It doesn’t matter that every other 
country in the world vets people at 
their border. These members of the— 
whatever you want to call it—progres-
sive wing, loon wing, woketopus wing— 
whatever you want to call that wing of 
the Democratic Party, they think that 
vetting people at the border is racist. 

There are other folks who support 
open borders for political reasons. I 
think they honestly think that if they 
admit a bunch of people into America 
in violation of the immigration laws or 
not, that it is a rich source of potential 
voters. We are not supposed to say 
that, but I really do believe that. Not 
much happens around here that doesn’t 
have a political bent to it. 

But regardless, we have a problem, 
and that is what we have to deal with. 
And that is what we are going to be 
voting on, I hope, in the next couple of 
days. 

If you disagree with the law—this is 
America. You are entitled to disagree 
with it. I get it. Try to change it. Go 
change it. But you can’t just ignore our 
immigration laws. They are not some 
second-tier statutes that you can ig-
nore without consequence, that you 
can ignore when you think it is con-
venient. They are the law, and we have 
to enforce the law. 

And more to the point, we have to 
clean up the mess that President Biden 
and some of my Democratic colleagues 
in the Platner wing, the Ocasio-Cortez 
wing, the Mamdani wing—whatever 
you want to call those Democrats who 
created it. 

And more even to that point, we have 
to have Border Patrol and ICE officers 
to do it. We have to. 

The other point I would make: We see 
the pushback by this wing of my Demo-
cratic friends’ party. We see what is 
going on in New Jersey. It is des-
picable. 

Look, you have the right to protest. 
That is as American as the NFL or 
baseball. You have the right to protest. 
You don’t have the right to protest vio-
lently. And what we have seen at the 
Delaney Hall detention center: We have 
seen ICE officers and some Border Pa-
trol officers; we have seen the 
protestors cursing at them and spitting 

at them and threatening their families 
and hitting them and scratching them 
and biting them and blocking ingress 
and egress in and out of the detention 
center. They are breaking the law, and 
they have been arrested. 

I think the Border Patrol and ICE 
and the State law enforcement officials 
in New Jersey have shown a lot of re-
straint. 

But what the protestors did—not all 
of them—was illegal. It was illegal. 
You can’t hit a cop just because you 
don’t like him. 

And here is a free tip. I know you 
know this, Mr. President. Most Border 
Patrol agents, most ICE agents, most 
cops, they will leave you alone unless 
you do illegal stuff. But if you do ille-
gal stuff, they are going to enforce the 
law. 

So let me end as I began. We need to 
vote to fund Border Patrol and ICE. 
These men and women are running out 
of money. I am sorry that my Demo-
cratic colleagues have taken the posi-
tion that they want to defund ICE. 
They have every right to believe that. 
I am sorry that they have taken the 
position they want to defund the Bor-
der Patrol. My Democratic friends have 
every right to believe that, but they 
are wrong. 

I have the right to my opinion. And if 
they don’t want to fund them, they 
need to go change the immigration 
laws. Until then, we have got to en-
force them, and we are going to have 
the chance here in the next couple 
days. 

And all we are going to be voting 
on—you are going to see all kinds of 
amendments and talking about every-
thing in the world. All we will be vot-
ing on: Do we or do we not want to 
fund Border Patrol and ICE? Do we or 
do we not want to enforce America’s 
immigration laws in accordance with 
due process and the rule of law? And 
that is the issue that is going to be be-
fore us. 

And I am ready to saddle up and ride. 
I am ready to get to it. I am tired of all 
the rhetoric and the tangential issues. 
I am tired of all that. Let’s get after it. 
Let’s do the right thing. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HASKELL FREE LIBRARY AND 
OPERA HOUSE 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, on June 
10, Vermont and Canada will come to-

gether to celebrate the inauguration of 
a new entryway on the Canadian side 
of the Haskell Free Library and Opera 
House, a building that straddles the 
U.S.-Canada border. For 200 years, 
Derby Line, Vermont, and Stanstead, 
Quebec, have functioned as one com-
munity. Citizens of the United States 
and Canada—but born in the same hos-
pital, colleagues in the same factory, 
and teammates on the same sports 
teams. They even drink the same 
water. 

They also shared the same cultural 
center, the Haskell Free Library and 
Opera House. 

A surveyor’s error in 1771 mistakenly 
mapped the border between Quebec and 
Vermont roughly 3⁄4 mile north of the 
45th parallel, and the Webster-Ash-
burton Treaty of 1842 finalized the 
physical coordinates, cementing the 
original surveying error in place, some-
what arbitrarily dividing properties 
and roads between the U.S. and Can-
ada. 

For over a century, the Haskell Free 
Library and Opera House has stood as a 
symbol of lasting goodwill and mutual 
friendship. Since 1903, this small but 
mighty beacon of bi-nationalism has 
been welcoming people in from both 
sides of the border with nothing more 
than a strip of black tape on the floor 
to demarcate the international border, 
allowing both Canadian and U.S. citi-
zens to enter the library through the 
U.S. door in Derby Line, VT. Where 
else can you see a theater production 
in which much of the audience is seat-
ed in one country, while the performers 
onstage are in another? 

While it has been a challenging pe-
riod of shared history that brought us 
to this moment, we celebrate the con-
tinuation of the library’s commitment 
to continue sharing municipal services 
and resources such as this one, just as 
Martha Stewart Haskell had originally 
envisioned. The municipalities of 
Stanstead and Derby Line, located in 
Quebec and Vermont, are committed to 
community collaboration in all of its 
forms. 

June 10 will be a celebration of what 
we here in the Northeast do best: em-
brace community, and embrace col-
laboration—especially between neigh-
bors. 

Thank you to all of the members of 
this very special bilateral community 
who are working together to help make 
this happen. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING PRINCE ROGERS 
NELSON 

∑ Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize the life and leg-
acy of the late artist and musician 
Prince Rogers Nelson. A global legend, 
a Minnesota icon, Minnesota’s Purple 
North Star, Prince was a once in a gen-
eration talent from the moment he 
stepped on stage for the very first 
time. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:49 Jun 03, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G02JN6.027 S02JNPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2493 June 2, 2026 
Born and raised in Minneapolis, 

Prince rooted his life and work in Min-
nesota, building his home and studio 
Paisley Park just 20 minutes southwest 
of Minneapolis. Prince filmed various 
scenes from his iconic film ‘‘Purple 
Rain’’ in the city and pioneered the 
‘‘Minneapolis Sound’’ in the late 1970s 
and 1980s that influenced music for dec-
ades to come. 

It was that sound, and Prince’s re-
markable voice and vision, that pro-
pelled him to historic heights. He sold 
39 studio albums and 150 million 
records worldwide. Prince won seven 
Grammys, an Oscar, and a Golden 
Globe, and he was inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2004, the 
first year he was eligible. 

Throughout his extraordinary life, 
Prince always called Minnesota home. 
He wrote a song about the Minnesota 
Vikings, appropriately titled ‘‘Purple 
and Gold.’’ In 2015, when the Minnesota 
Lynx won their third WNBA champion-
ship, he held a concert at Paisley Park. 
And just a few days before his passing, 
Prince hosted a dance party there and 
made a brief appearance. 

Prince envisioned that Paisley Park 
would be open to the public one day 
and now, as a museum, recording stu-
dio, live music venue, event space, and 
education organization, Paisley Park is 
dedicated to fulfilling that dream and 
keeping Prince’s memory alive and 
connected to his hometown. As we con-
tinue to mourn his loss, we also con-
tinue to celebrate his life, his legacy, 
and his music. This year’s 10th anni-
versary celebration in the Twin Cities 
brings together people from around the 
world and from all walks of life to cele-
brate the contributions and impact 
that Prince had on the community. 

Like most Minnesotans and Ameri-
cans, I remember listening to Prince 
for the very first time. His talent and 
creativity changed music forever, and 
he will forever be missed. 

So today, I rise to honor Prince and 
his legacy as we mark Minnesota’s 10- 
year celebration.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING UTAH’S APPOINTEES 
TO THE SERVICE ACADEMIES 

∑ Mr. LEE. Mr. President, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to recognize 17 exem-
plary men and women who are among 
the best and brightest that Utah has to 
offer. These individuals have answered 
the call to service and have received 
appointments to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy, the U.S. Military Academy, 
and the U.S. Naval Academy. 

As a member of Congress, it is my 
privilege under title 10 of the U.S. 
Code, to nominate a number of young 
men and women to these iconic service 
academies. But receiving a congres-
sional nomination does not guarantee 
acceptance. To be admitted, each appli-
cant must meet—on his or her own 
merits—the academies’ rigorous stand-
ards. 

I am happy to report that each indi-
vidual has done this and more. They 

have demonstrated impressive mental 
and physical aptitude. Perhaps more 
importantly, they have shown their 
high moral character and capacity for 
leadership, courage, honesty, prudence, 
and self-discipline. They maintain a 
steadfast commitment to serve and 
stand up for our country. 

I can say without hesitation that you 
would be hard pressed to find a more 
accomplished, talented, patriotic group 
of American citizens anywhere. They 
will be a credit to our Nation as they 
begin their journeys in Colorado 
Springs, Kings Point, West Point, and 
Annapolis. I look forward to seeing 
what they accomplish in their aca-
demic years and beyond. 

It is my honor to recognize and con-
gratulate these fine Utahns in the U.S. 
Senate: 

Rieder N. Birch will be attending the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point after grad-
uating from Park City High School. He 
earned the AP Scholar with Distinction 
Award for his high number of AP classes and 
excellent test scores. He was a member of 
the National Honor Society, Fly Fishing 
Club, Youth Group Bible Study, and Espe-
cially for Athletes where he was an officer. 
He played lacrosse for the high school team 
and a local club team. He worked on a local 
mayoral campaign, coached lacrosse, and 
was a counselor at Basin Recreation Camp. 

Sebastian William Bodily accepted an ap-
pointment to the U.S. Naval Academy. A 2025 
graduate of Park City High School, Sebas-
tian has successfully spent this year at the 
Naval Academy Preparatory School. In high 
school, Sebastian was captain of the football 
and track & field teams, where he held mul-
tiple state and school records. He helped his 
fellow students in the Hope Squad and was 
vice president of the Investment Club. He 
has followed his Marine father’s advice in 
life’s challenges to ‘‘adapt and overcome.’’ 

Matthew Jackson Cernyar will join the ca-
dets and his brother at the Air Force Acad-
emy. He prepared for the academy by taking 
a large number of AP and concurrent enroll-
ment classes while maintaining straight A’s. 
At Wasatch High School he served as presi-
dent of HOSA, and vice president of both 
Turning Point USA and the Let’s go to the 
Moon Club. He was on the wrestling team, 
track & field team, and captain of the cross 
country team. Jack worked with special 
needs students as a peer tutor and through 
his church’s ministry. 

Ayaan Garg will be joining his brother at 
the U.S. Naval Academy. The Providence 
Hall High School graduate was a member of 
the Navy Junior ROTC where he served in 
several leadership positions and earned the 
NJROTC Student of the Year Award three 
times. He played on the tennis team and ran 
on the cross country team. Ayaan was the 
Service Officer for the National Honor Soci-
ety, the Health and Ecology Instructor for a 
Youthlinc humanitarian trip to India, and 
the Mayor Pro-Temp on the Lehi Youth City 
Council. 

Jacob Nicholas Hamblin, a graduate of 
Corner Canyon High School, will be attend-
ing the Air Force Academy. Jacob stayed 
busy in high school with both academics and 
sports. He took a number of AP classes while 
maintaining straight A’s. He was captain of 
the high school swim and mountain bike 
teams. Both sports prepare him to compete 
in triathlons where he won the U.S. National 
Off-Road Championship. Jacob is inspired by 
his father’s service in the Army Reserves and 
Utah National Guard to always be his best. 

Mei Li Han will be joining the cadets of the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point after 

studying this last year at the University of 
Utah and interning in my Washington, DC 
office. She graduated from Park City High 
School where she was captain of the moun-
tain bike team and president of the National 
Honor Society. She was a member of the 
Park City Ski and Snowboard and Ski Moun-
taineering teams. She also found time to 
take fourteen AP classes, participate in or-
chestra, and complete the U.S. Senate Youth 
Program. 

Marshall Stephen Huber will be attending 
the Air Force Academy after graduating 
from Brighton High School. He was a captain 
of the track & field team and the football 
team. He earned the 5A Offensive Lineman of 
the Year, First Team All-State, and Scholar 
Athlete of the Year awards in football. Mar-
shall was a member of Especially for Ath-
letes and served on the Leadership Council. 
In addition to being a leader on the field, he 
leads his peers as they work together to 
clean elementary schools, and is an example 
to his siblings. 

Isabel Avery Illian, from Cedar City, chose 
to accept an appointment to the Air Force 
Academy. Her time at SUCCESS Academy, a 
charter school tied to Southern Utah Univer-
sity, where she maintained a 4.0 GPA, pre-
pared her well for an academy. She earned 
team and state honors on the track & field 
and cross country teams. Izzy plays viola for 
the Symphonic orchestra and Orchestra of 
Southern Utah. She achieved a Superior Rat-
ing in the State Viola Solo and Ensemble 
competition. She also volunteered at an ele-
mentary school with kindergarten and first 
grade students. 

Keira Marie Jones worked hard to prepare 
for the Naval Academy and is sure to have 
received good advice from her brother. The 
gymnastics standout graduated from Spring-
ville High School with a 4.0 GPA and a chal-
lenging academic courseload. As vice presi-
dent of the senior class, president of the Na-
tional Honor Society, and an officer in the 
Key Club, Keira led numerous service 
projects and completed over 95 hours of serv-
ice herself that included repainting park 
benches, making comfort kits, and working 
at the local food bank. 

Ellen Renee Kennedy graduated from Wa-
terford School and has been attending the 
University of Utah. She has accepted an ap-
pointment to the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point. An academy graduate inspired 
her to find meaning and purpose, so she is 
taking her talents to the Army. She served 
in student government and volunteered with 
animal shelters and the Park West Bees. She 
was captain of the volleyball team and most 
valuable player on both the high school and 
club teams. She was the assistant coach of a 
high school team during college. 

Caden Roger Kerrigan will follow his 
grandfathers into the Navy, having accepted 
an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy. 
From Draper, he graduated from Juan Diego 
Catholic High School where he took a high 
number of AP classes, was awarded the AP 
Scholar Award, and represented his school at 
Boys State. Caden has been recognized as a 
natural leader—as captain of the wrestling 
team, coach for both wrestling and Jiu-Jitsu, 
a sports referee, supervisor at multiple jobs, 
and older brother to his siblings. 

Preston Callister Lang will join the mid-
shipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy after 
graduating from Snow Canyon High School. 
Preston is a straight-A student who scored a 
36 composite on his ACT has prepared him-
self both academically and physically for the 
academy. He was captain of the wrestling 
team and represented Utah three times in 
the U.S. Marine Corps 16U/Junior Nationals 
Freestyle and Greco-Roman National Cham-
pionships. He helps others by coaching youth 
wrestling and performing acts of service as a 
member of his church youth group. 
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