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of the Federal bench, and I am con-
fident in his professional competence 
and judicial temperament. 

I am pleased to support his nomina-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in voting to confirm Mr. Jeffrey 
Kuhlman as a U.S. district judge for 
Kansas. I believe he would meet all of 
the qualifications and the desires of 
the Members of the U.S. Senate. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
f 

IMMIGRATION 

Mr. KIM. Madam President, I rise 
today to share stories that I have heard 
from detainees and families at Delaney 
Hall and to tell you why these stories 
should be a call to action to ground our 
immigration policies in humanity. 

There are, currently, approximately 
800 detainees at Delaney Hall, which is 
located in Newark, NJ. Over the past 
week, it has become an example of our 
broken immigration system. 

We have seen the images, but what 
you have not heard are the stories. It is 
the stories of people I have met and 
their families that have stayed with 
me over the past weeks and months. 
They have stayed with me because 
these are stories of people who are 
afraid, people who are asking to be 
treated with dignity, people who just 
want the humanity that any of us 
would ask for. 

I have heard repeatedly—and seen 
with my own eyes—the substandard 
conditions at Delaney Hall. Food that 
is inedible. I had a man show me a con-
tainer of milk that was curdled solid 
because it was clearly not stored prop-
erly. I have heard about the issues of 
mold and issues of safety and security. 

What I have heard has been unaccept-
able. The totality of the stories that I 
have heard have been disturbing. But 
when I think about individual people, 
the failures really come into focus. 

I spoke, over this week, for instance, 
with a man at Delaney Hall who has 
stage III lung cancer and has not been 
given the medical care that he needs. 
And he told me he knows his time is 
short. He actually just wants to go 
back home—to his home country of ori-
gin—to spend the rest of whatever re-
mains in his life with his family, but he 
is not able to do so. 

I spoke with an 18-year-old high 
school senior, and all she wanted to do 
was be able to graduate and go to 
prom. Instead, she is stuck there by 
herself. 

I actually met with her mother out-
side of the facility. You can imagine 
how worried she was about her 18-year- 
old high school senior in this detention 
facility by herself. 

This isn’t someone who is a hardened 
criminal or someone we desperately 
need to get off of our streets. It is a 
kid. It is a high school student who is 
at least spending her time in there try-
ing to translate for some of the other 
detainees that don’t speak English. She 

is trying to figure out how to help 
other people. And, instead, we have her 
stuck in there for an indefinite amount 
of time. She has no idea how long it is 
going to take to resolve her cir-
cumstances. This is someone who—as a 
father, when I think about my own two 
boys—I worry about what is being 
robbed of her childhood as she is going 
through this situation. 

There is a commonality with a lot of 
these stories: parents just trying to 
take care of their kids; parents who 
have been in the United States for 
many decades and many of them mar-
ried to American citizens, many of 
them parents of American citizens. 

These are people that deserve better, 
but they aren’t getting better because 
we have a fundamentally broken sys-
tem; a system that is built on corrup-
tion and profit, fueled by cruelty; a 
system that strips people of their hu-
manity. 

Let’s start with the motivating fac-
tor of profit that drives some of this. 
Delaney Hall is operated by a company 
called GEO Group. You may not know 
that name, but it is the largest private 
prison corporation in America, which 
runs about 20 facilities for ICE, coast 
to coast—from New Jersey to Cali-
fornia, from Florida to Pennsylvania, 
to Texas and beyond. They are making 
a lot of money. They got awarded near-
ly a billion-dollar contract to operate 
Delaney Hall. 

This is something that is driving so 
much of the decision making, because 
when they are telling me that they 
have only one full-time doctor for 
nearly 800 detainees there—many of 
them have really significant 
healthcare needs—you can understand 
that they could hire more than one 
doctor. They could hire more doctors, 
but then that is going to be less profit 
for GEO Group. 

When we are talking about the sub-
standard food, they could get better 
food, at least some quality measure 
better, without the spoiled and dis-
gusting milk that I was talking about. 
But, again, that would be less profit. 

And here is just something that is 
just driving so much of this for so 
many of the problems that are out 
there. 

When it comes to our immigration 
policy, that is no choice to me. From 
what we are seeing in terms of the 
profits and the conditions that are 
there, we should always be putting peo-
ple before corporate profits. 

It is not just GEO Group or CoreCivic 
or these other companies that are 
pushing this forward. We know that we 
can find ways to be able to address 
this, and it starts with not upholding 
their standards when it comes to these 
detention facilities. 

At Delaney Hall, we have seen the de-
tainees and the challenges to getting 
access to doctors. I talked to a preg-
nant woman who is not getting the 
care that she needs when it comes to 
doctors and medical checkups. And she 
has no idea how long she is going to be 
there for. 

She literally asked me—she looked in 
my eyes and said: Do I have to be pre-
pared to have a baby in Delaney Hall, 
in this detention facility? 

And instead of upholding a standard 
of basic humanity, what we are hearing 
from detainees now is about retaliation 
for them simply speaking out—detain-
ees being transferred now away from 
their families to other detention sites 
because they were protesting, because 
of this retaliation that is happening be-
fore our eyes. 

And, finally, we see a judicial system 
that has fundamentally failed detain-
ees, their families, and our entire im-
migration system. Simply put, there 
are not nearly enough judges to hear 
the number of immigration cases we 
face at this moment. We already had a 
backlog of millions of cases before, and 
it is getting worse and worse. 

And, yes, we see the Republicans here 
in Congress pushing forward on the en-
forcement, but what is it that we can 
do to be able to address the needs on 
the judiciary? 

When I was there at Delaney Hall, 
one of the detainees ran out into the 
hallway to grab a piece of paper off of 
the bulletin board and showed me a 
piece of paper that said: When the 
courts come back into session, after 
the holiday weekend, one judge—one 
immigration judge—had before them 74 
cases in 1 day. How is that a fair proc-
ess? It is a farce—74 cases in 1 day. 
That is about 5 minutes a case. That is 
if everything goes perfectly back to 
back, not to mention the translation 
needs of so many. We can do better, 
and I hope that all of us can agree that 
in this country, the rule of law is sac-
rosanct, and that is something where 
everybody has the opportunity for 
making their case in court. 

What I have heard at Delaney is dis-
turbing, and what I have seen in the 
brokenness of our immigration system 
is disheartening. But what we need to 
do is move forward with clarity, and 
here are three things we can imme-
diately focus on: 

First, let’s surge the medical sup-
port. Again, 1 doctor for 800 people is 
not enough, especially when they have 
such things. ICE has something called 
ICE Health Service Corps. There are 
other means by which we can surge 
medical support to Delaney and else-
where to make sure that people are not 
being looked over and their needs 
passed aside. That is something, again, 
that I hope all of us can agree on. 

No. 2, we need to give people access 
to the courts. This is not just some-
thing that I said is important for us to 
have adherence to the rule of law, but 
it is costing the American people bil-
lions of dollars to just have this proc-
ess continue to hold up because when 
someone is there at Delaney Hall 8 
months, 10 months, 12 months, or be-
yond, with no sense of when it is going 
to end, that is on us. We are paying for 
it. The American people are paying for 
this. It is coming out of our pocket at 
a time when we have this affordability 
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crisis and so many people in the coun-
try struggling to pay the bills. People 
deserve their day in court, and the 
American people deserve to not have 
their money wasted by a process that 
is so clearly broken. 

And, third, we need investigations 
into the conditions immediately. The 
nearly billion dollars going to GEO 
Group for Delaney Hall—those are your 
taxpayer dollars. You should know 
where it is going and how they are 
spending it. 

We should have independent inves-
tigations into this and make sure that 
Members of Congress can effectively 
conduct oversight business because I 
tried to go this past week. I was de-
nied. The guards at the gate by Geo 
Group said: Nope. You can’t go inside. 

I had to literally call our old col-
league Secretary Mullin to get access 
to this facility that—by the way, I ac-
tually called ahead and got approval to 
go inside, but they still stopped me. 

And when I went inside the facility 
and talked to the head of GEO Group in 
Delaney Hall and explained that his 
guards prevented me from going inside 
for an authorized visit, he looked me in 
the eye and called me a liar. That is 
not something that seems like it has 
any semblance of accountability, 
transparency, or obedience and accord-
ance to the rule of law. We can and 
should do better. 

This is at a time when this Chamber 
is getting ready this week to poten-
tially send upward of another $70 bil-
lion for ICE and CBP without the re-
forms, without the accountability and 
the transparency. GEO Group is taking 
your money, and you should know 
what they are doing with it. 

These are hard days for my State. 
Nobody should want the images that 
we have seen over the past week, but 
even more so, nobody should want the 
conditions to be able to continue, 
whether it is in Delaney Hall or else-
where around this country because it 
doesn’t just stop at Delaney Hall. 
These problems exist and persist all 
over the country. 

Delaney Hall isn’t one bad apple. It is 
part of a systemic failure that we are 
witnessing across the Nation. How we 
move forward is a choice, a choice be-
tween a status quo of corporate profit 
and cruel policies or moving forward to 
enforce our laws with humanity. 

It doesn’t have to be the way that we 
have seen, and I would urge my col-
leagues to work with me. Let’s make 
the changes we know we need—not just 
at Delaney Hall but at every detention 
facility across this country—and let’s 
fix this broken system once and for all. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana. 
f 

WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. BANKS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the 
Lane nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING BRETT SCROGHAM 

Mr. BANKS. Madam President, 23- 
year-old Brett Scrogham of Greenwood, 
IN, had a bright future ahead of him. 
After graduating recently as a top 100 
student from the IU Kelley School of 
Business, Brett had plans to invest in 
housing properties and help his com-
munity grow and prosper. 

As a young child, Brett helped a 
neighbor rescue her dogs from a ter-
rible house fire. Friends of his referred 
to him as ‘‘a God-fearing Christian 
man’’ who was always willing to help 
people. 

Though I never had the chance to 
meet him, it is clear to me that Brett 
was really an incredible person. And 
now I will never get the chance to meet 
this bright young man because, trag-
ically, Brett was murdered in cold 
blood this weekend on his way to an In-
dianapolis Indians game with his fam-
ily. 

The killing took place in a parking 
garage right next to the biggest church 
in downtown Indianapolis. College stu-
dents and young families park there 
every week. 

I am heartbroken by this senseless 
act of violence. Brett’s family is in my 
thoughts and prayers, and I hope that 
the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 
Department will arrest the murderer 
soon—who is still at large. 

f 

INDIANA 

Mr. BANKS. The mayor of Indianap-
olis put out, frankly, a very weak 
statement that didn’t even mention 
Brett’s name, and so I wanted to come 
down to the floor, as we kick off this 
week and our legislative business, and 
talk about who he was but also talk 
about what is happening in our capital 
city in Indianapolis in my State. 

Brett’s murder is the second murder 
in downtown Indianapolis in less than 
a week. Just before the Indianapolis 
500, Gregory Anderson, a father of five 
children, was murdered in the down-
town bar district in Indianapolis. And 
then last Sunday, a 16-year-old teen-
ager was murdered in the northwest 
side of Indy. These murders have no 
place in Indiana, especially in our cap-
ital city. 

Indianapolis is truly a great city. It 
has so much going for it. Indy is home 
to the Indianapolis 500, headquarters 
for the NCAA, the home of great busi-
nesses and their headquarters like Eli 
Lilly, world-class sporting events, and 
other conferences and events that take 
place there like the Indy 500 last 
week—so much more going for it. 

But what is happening in Indianap-
olis right now is a crisis. Soft-on-crime 
policies are ruining this great city. 
How much longer will we allow this to 
go on? 

The reason Indianapolis is plagued by 
violent crime is because Marion Coun-

ty lets it happen. Marion County pros-
ecutor Ryan Mears refuses to prosecute 
violent criminals. 

For example, 1 man in Indiana has 
faced over 30 criminal charges—most of 
them felony charges in Marion County 
since 2020. This man should be locked 
up forever, but he is not, thanks to 
Ryan Mears—the prosecutor—and lib-
eral judges and all of their soft-on- 
crime policies. 

And the rest of Indiana—especially 
the nearly 60 percent of all Hoosiers 
who live in the ‘‘donut’’ counties 
around Indianapolis and Marion Coun-
ty—the rest of them are punished for 
Marion County’s refusal to do anything 
about it. 

Ryan Mears is a prosecutor gone 
rogue. He refuses to keep violent crimi-
nals behind bars, and he is a failure— 
an absolute failure—of a prosecutor. 

But it is not only the prosecutor that 
refuses to enforce the law. State Sen-
ator Andrea Hunley—also a Demo-
crat—recently said with regard to 
crime in Indianapolis that ‘‘we are not 
going to ever enforce our way out of 
the problem.’’ 

That is not only a lie, it is a total ex-
cuse. If we keep making excuses for 
why we can’t enforce the law and keep 
violent criminals in prison, we will 
never have safe neighborhoods and 
communities, and innocent people like 
Brett will continue to pay the price. 

Everyone wants to talk about fair-
ness and dignity and legal protections 
for criminal defendants, but what 
about Brett? Where was his fairness? 
Why do we talk about the dignity of 
criminals and never about the dignity 
of their victims? 

We know how to keep our cities and 
our communities safe: We need to put 
large amounts of police officers on pa-
trol. Let them do their job and ensure 
that criminals remain in prison. It is 
really as simple as that, but it is the 
opposite that keeps happening. 

A violent criminal who set a bus on 
fire in Indianapolis a few years ago was 
in and out of prison over 45 times in 
less than two decades. This is out-
rageous and completely unacceptable. 
But this is the world that soft-on-crime 
policies in Indianapolis and other big 
soft-on-crime cities enable. 

Law and order are necessary for any 
country or city to run well. And for 
there to be law and order, you need law 
enforcement officers who proudly wear 
the uniform and badge and rise up 
every morning to protect their commu-
nities. Those law enforcement officers 
need our support to do their jobs. 

We are now just a couple of weeks 
away from National Police Week. Our 
Federal, State, and local police officers 
are heroes—truly. They wake up every 
single day with the hope of serving 
their communities well and safely re-
turning back to their families. They 
love what they do, and they want to 
keep all of us safe while they are doing 
it. But we need to make sure that they 
are not being sabotaged by soft-on- 
crime policies and politicians. 
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