
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2349 May 19, 2026 
As Dwight Eisenhower said, the mer-

chant mariners ‘‘brought us the tools 
to finish the job. Their contribution to 
final victory will be long remembered,’’ 
he said—a contribution that cost many 
lives. 

So let us not lose sight that Memo-
rial Day is not just the beginning of 
summer. It is a solemn day, when we 
honor and do what little we can to give 
thanks to the men and women who 
have died so we can remain free. It is 
also a time to keep the families of the 
fallen in our hearts and those serving 
in danger now in our prayers. 

And let us not forget to pay tribute 
to all—all—of the lost. And one place 
we can do that is outside of the Gibson 
County Courthouse in Princeton, IN. 
You see, a monument there is inscribed 
with the names of local men who never 
came home from the World Wars. 

Hoosiers, go there. And among the 
marines, soldiers, and sailors, you will 
find a merchant mariner, Messman 
Harold Dossett. Never forget the debt 
we owe them all. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
TRIBUTE TO MARY GLENN 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, 26 
years ago, almost to the day, I came 
here to the Senate floor to speak about 
a mom in Washington State and a 
member of my staff. Mary Glenn had 
come to Congress with Senator Fein-
stein, a few years before, to share the 
story of her son Shaun, who was trag-
ically killed by gun violence, and to 
advocate for change. 

As a mother myself, I couldn’t imag-
ine the pain that she had gone through, 
but I could absolutely recognize her 
passion and her resolve to respond to 
challenges and hardships, not by get-
ting discouraged but by getting deter-
mined to make a difference. 

So not long after Mary brought her 
story here to the Senate, I brought 
Mary herself onto my team in Seattle, 
in September of 1995, and it was the 
best decision I could have made. 

Over her 31 years on my team, Mary 
has handled well over 20,000 con-
stituent cases. That is astounding— 
20,000. Each case represents an indi-
vidual or a family seeking help, usu-
ally under difficult circumstances. 
Mary gave everyone who reached out 
compassion, and she got them results: 
helping people who were struggling to 
keep their utilities on and connecting 
them with social services that could 
assist them; helping families stay in 
their homes and fight off eviction. 

And no one—absolutely no one— 
could do more to help seniors get their 
Social Security and Medicare benefits 
than Mary Glenn. In some cases, Mary 
helped people finally get hundreds of 
thousands of dollars they were owed by 
the government. 

We are talking about life-changing 
and lifesaving victories for people back 
in my State. 

I remember, during the 2008 economic 
crisis, she saved so many families from 

losing their homes that we heard lob-
byists here in DC were complaining 
about her for being too effective. My 
response to that: Too bad. 

Whatever the case, whatever the 
challenges, Mary has never been afraid 
to go against big Agencies, navigate 
complicated systems, or even go toe to 
toe with powerful special interests. 

Now, after many years and countless 
victories for Washington State fami-
lies, Mary is moving on to a well- 
earned retirement. We all wish her the 
best as she spends more time with her 
family—her daughter Tiffany, her son- 
in-law Jon, and especially her 
grandkids Adalyn and Ellis—and more 
time at Dawson’s, her home away from 
home. 

We are all going to miss her dearly at 
our office because Mary is more than a 
trusted resource for our constituents. 
She is also an invaluable resource to 
everyone she works with, someone we 
all turn to for her knowledge, her ad-
vice, and her guidance. She exemplifies 
a true commitment to public service. 

When I came to this floor to share 
Mary’s story all those years ago, I 
came here to speak about a mom who 
had the strength to speak out after a 
painful tragedy. Today, I am speaking 
about a mom but also a grandma, an 
incredible champion for Washington 
State families, and a friend. 

Mary, thank you. I know Shaun 
would be so proud of everything you 
have done to fight for change. You 
have helped so many families through 
your hard work, and you have inspired 
so many people through your resil-
ience, including me. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. RICKETTS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 4560 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. RICKETTS. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent to begin the 
next vote immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 

before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 735, Sheria 

Akins Clarke, of South Carolina, to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of South Carolina. 

John Thune, Ted Budd, Thom Tillis, 
John Barrasso, Tim Sheehy, Joni 
Ernst, Jon Husted, Katie Boyd Britt, 
David McCormick, Mike Rounds, John 
Boozman, Bill Cassidy, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Josh Hawley, Cynthia M. 
Lummis, Kevin Cramer, Steve Daines. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the mandatory 
quorum call under rule XXII has been 
waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Sheria Akins Clarke, of South Caro-
lina, to be United States District Judge 
for the District of South Carolina, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS), and the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

Mr. DURBIN: I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) is 
necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57, 
nays 38, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 126 Ex.] 

YEAS—57 

Armstrong 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 

Gallego 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 

Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—38 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Gillibrand 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 

Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Bennet 
Cornyn 

Cramer 
Tillis 

Tuberville 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ARM-
STRONG). On this vote the yeas are 57, 
the nays are 38. The motion is agreed 
to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Sheria Akins 
Clarke, of South Carolina, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of South Carolina. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:47 p.m., 
recessed until 2 p.m. and reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mrs. BRITT). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH AND CALLING ON ELECT-
ED OFFICIALS AND CIVIL SOCI-
ETY LEADERS TO COUNTER 
ANTISEMITISM 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor an impor-
tant community in our country that 
has done so much for our country— 
Jewish Americans. 

America as we know it would not 
exist without the contributions of Jew-
ish Americans. From Jewish service 
men and women who have served in 
every conflict since the Revolutionary 
War to great minds like Albert Ein-
stein, who helped us to understand the 
world we live in, their contributions 
helped to build this Nation. This in-
cludes Gertrude Elion, who helped to 
develop groundbreaking drugs for leu-
kemia and other lifesaving treatments, 
and Sergey Brin, the cofounder of 
Google. 

The success of our Nation is inter-
twined with the achievements of Jew-
ish Americans. We can never walk 
away from our Jewish fellow citizens. I 
am more committed to this relation-
ship than ever before. I am glad we fi-
nally have a President who shares that 
commitment. 

President Trump has been the most 
pro-Israel President we have ever had. 
He moved the American Embassy to 
Jerusalem. He appointed the most pro- 
Israel Cabinet ever assembled, and he 
is committed to defending Israel, com-
bating terrorism, and protecting Jew-
ish citizens. 

But still, unfortunately, we have 
seen a rise in anti-Semitism and in 
anti-Israel hate since the October 7, 
2023, attacks. What we have seen in 
that time are some of the darkest parts 
of humanity on full display. We have 
seen Hamas sympathizers take over 
college campuses, destroy property, 
and do everything they can to instill 
fear into Jewish students. From being 
spat at to being verbally harassed, 

what some of these students have gone 
through is unconscionable. Countless 
stories at some of America’s best uni-
versities, like Columbia, UCLA, and 
Rutgers, have all the same stories. 

Anti-Semitism has cut its way into 
our political discourse. A new report 
from Axios this week shows how law-
makers right here in the Capitol are 
facing an ‘‘explosion of antisemitism.’’ 
Jewish lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle, in the House and the Senate, are 
receiving death threats, harassment, 
and profane insults that should be out 
of bounds for American politics. 

None of this is OK. We should all be 
concerned about the rise of anti-Semi-
tism because it is un-American and be-
cause it is fundamentally inhumane. 

George Washington knew that too. In 
1790, Washington made it clear that 
America ‘‘gives to bigotry no sanction, 
to persecution no assistance’’ in his 
letter to the Hebrew Congregation of 
Newport, RI. He understood and could 
see back then the importance our Jew-
ish citizens would play in preserving 
the American experiment. 

Make no mistake, the growth of anti- 
Semitism will not end with anti-Semi-
tism. The Venn diagram of people who 
spread anti-Semitism and want to de-
stroy Western civilization is just a cir-
cle. They are just starting with our 
Jewish friends. If it grows, everyone 
suffers. Just like the jihadist adage in 
the Middle East goes, ‘‘First the Satur-
day people, then the Sunday people,’’ 
and then it will come for everyone else. 

This hatred, this evil—we have to 
root it out. We have to get it out of our 
schools, our neighborhoods, and our 
media. We need to call it out wherever 
we see it. When we go silent, that is 
when rot festers, and that is what anti- 
Semitism is. It is rotten to the core 
and has no place in American society. 

The United States must always stand 
with Israel and the Jewish people. 
More than ever, we must remain com-
mitted to rooting out this evil. That is 
why I am here today with Senator 
ROSEN to ask for unanimous consent to 
adopt a resolution recognizing the 
month of May as Jewish American Her-
itage Month. 

Taking a stand against anti-Semi-
tism and celebrating Jewish Americans 
mean we are fighting to protect our 
Nation and the blessings we enjoy. I 
am proud to lead this effort. 

I yield to my good friend from Ne-
vada Senator ROSEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada. 

Ms. ROSEN. I thank Senator SCOTT. 
Madam President, Jewish American 

Heritage Month is an opportunity to 
honor the generations of Jewish Ameri-
cans who have helped to build this 
country, who have helped to strength-
en our democracy, who have helped to 
enhance our country and advance the 
promise of America. And this year’s 
celebration feels especially significant 
as our Nation approaches 250 years of 
independence. 

For centuries, Jewish Americans 
have been part of the American story. 

From the Jewish immigrants who ar-
rived here on our shores in 1654 seeking 
refuge and freedom and opportunity, to 
Haym Salomon’s helping finance the 
Revolutionary War, to the scientists, 
artists, teachers, entrepreneurs, serv-
icemembers, and public servants who 
helped shape this country into what it 
is today, the story of Jewish Ameri-
cans is the story of America. It is a 
story rooted in resilience, in persever-
ance, in faith, in community, and in an 
enduring belief in the promise of a bet-
ter future. 

Those values have guided the Jewish- 
American community for generations. 
These are the values that taught us to 
pursue justice, to repair the world, to 
care for our neighbors, and to stand up 
for those who are the most vulnerable. 
They are the values that have inspired 
Jewish Americans to contribute so pro-
foundly to every corner of American 
life, from medicine to music, from 
business to civil rights, from the mili-
tary to public service. They are the 
values we continue to carry forward 
today. 

But as we celebrate all that Jewish 
Americans have contributed to this Na-
tion, we must also acknowledge the 
challenges our community continues to 
face because while Jewish history in 
America is filled with achievement and 
opportunity, it has also included mo-
ments of exclusion, discrimination, and 
hate. 

Unfortunately, we are once again liv-
ing through a deeply troubling rise in 
anti-Semitism. Since Hamas’ October 7 
terrorist attack in Israel, anti-Semi-
tism incidents have skyrocketed across 
this country. We have seen Jewish stu-
dents harassed on college campuses. We 
have seen synagogues and Jewish insti-
tutions threatened. We have seen Jew-
ish Americans verbally attacked, phys-
ically assaulted, and even murdered 
simply because of who they are. And 
all of it—every single bit of it—is unac-
ceptable. There can be no excuses and 
no ambiguity when it comes to con-
demning anti-Semitism. 

For me, this work is deeply personal. 
As one of only a handful of Jewish 
women ever to serve in the U.S. Sen-
ate—the third, to be exact—and as the 
first and only former synagogue presi-
dent in the Senate, my Jewish identity 
is part of who I am, and it is part of 
how I lead. The experiences that my 
family has endured and the hate that I 
have personally faced have only 
strengthened my determination to 
fight anti-Jewish hatred wherever it 
exists because even in difficult mo-
ments, the Jewish people have always 
found ways to move forward with hope 
and perseverance. Those are two quali-
ties we hold dear. Jewish Americans 
are people who have endured—a people 
who have persevered through hardship 
time and time again and a people who 
continue to believe in the hope and the 
possibility of a brighter tomorrow. 
Hope is part of our heritage—the very 
essence of our faith. Hope is a part of 
what carried generations before us 
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