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our values. Instead, they impose au-
thoritarian or theocratic rules on their 
own citizens, as we have witnessed in 
recent years. 

Even on continents like Africa, coun-
tries like Nigeria have come under 
international scrutiny for violating the 
rights and freedoms of Christians and 
other religious groups as their legal 
system has become more and more en-
twined with theocratic rule—in this 
case, Sharia law. 

The U.S. Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom issued a 
report last July detailing some of these 
abuses. The report found that Nigeria’s 
enforcement of so-called blasphemy 
laws has created restrictions on the re-
ligious freedom of Christians and other 
faith groups. 

Nigeria’s Constitution grants author-
ity to local governments to adjudicate 
their laws through Sharia, or religious, 
courts. In some states, this has re-
sulted in the charging, fining, and im-
prisonment of non-Muslims. Twelve 
states in Northern Nigeria have been 
permitted to implement laws derived 
from a Sharia framework criminalizing 
blasphemy. They have also enforced 
Sharia-based code punishment that uti-
lizes corporal punishment, including 
amputation and stoning, for certain of-
fenses. Some state governments in Ni-
geria have thrown several people into 
prison for violating blasphemy laws, 
including a Christian nurse and a hu-
manist, who were both released last 
year. Several more remain in prison to 
this day under similar charges, with 
some even sentenced to the death pen-
alty. 

In Europe, as a result of massive mi-
gration from Middle Eastern countries, 
there has been an increase in the prac-
tice of Sharia law in various Muslim 
enclaves—frequently, pockets of par-
allel legal norms in some urban cen-
ters. 

While we as Americans allow freedom 
of speech and expression and religion, 
it is hard to imagine a judge in another 
country imposing the death penalty on 
someone for having different beliefs or 
for a judge to throw someone in jail for 
sending a message online that a reli-
gious judge finds offensive, which, of 
course, would never happen in America 
because of the First Amendment in 
part, which protects religious freedom. 
But this is a road that America could 
go down if we do not remain vigilant 
and committed to the foundational 
principles of individual liberty, free-
dom of speech, and freedom of religion 
enshrined in our Constitution. 

These incidents occurring in Nigeria 
may seem far away, but they under-
score the dangers of what can happen 
in a country that is not guided by the 
values that we hold dear here in Amer-
ica, and they offer a glimpse of what 
could happen in free Western countries 
like the United States if Sharia law be-
came entwined in a nation’s governing 
philosophy. As I mentioned, because of 
massive Muslim immigration from the 
Middle East into Europe, this is hap-

pening right now in many enclaves 
across Europe. 

Back home in Texas, my constituents 
have become increasingly alarmed at 
immigrant enclaves that seek to adopt 
Sharia law right here in the United 
States. Last summer, a group of indi-
viduals attempted to create a Sharia 
law compound in Josephine, TX, known 
as the East Plano Islamic Center, oth-
erwise known as EPIC City. This com-
plex would have been a planned com-
munity strictly for Muslims centered 
around a mosque and a private Islamic 
grade school. The developers planned 
to have homes available for sale to 
noncitizens but restricted to those who 
would supposedly ‘‘contribute to the 
overall makeup of [the] community.’’ 
In other words, they would seek to bar 
people not sharing their same beliefs. 

This is clearly a very lightly veiled 
attempt at religious discrimination 
and, of course, is prohibited by Federal 
law, including the Fair Housing Act, 
among other civil rights laws. Natu-
rally, many of my constituents were 
concerned, as was I. There is something 
so alarming about this planned com-
munity where only residents of a par-
ticular faith are welcome and allowed 
to purchase a home and where prin-
ciples of religious law like Sharia law 
would govern daily life, education, and 
commerce. 

I wrote a letter to the Department of 
Justice asking them to investigate 
EPIC City for potential violations of 
Federal civil rights laws. Governor Ab-
bott has been instrumental in making 
sure that this planned community will 
never come to fruition, and I am 
thankful for his leadership and remain 
committed to ensuring that Texas does 
not ever allow such a community to be 
created. Furthermore, I plan to intro-
duce legislation here in the Senate to 
ensure that any attempts to impose or 
adopt religious law, including Sharia, 
never become realized. 

Our country was founded on prin-
ciples of liberty, equality, freedom of 
religion, and freedom of speech. We 
cannot shrink from these ideals by al-
lowing certain individuals to advocate 
or embrace Sharia law, nor can we 
allow advocates for Sharia law to enter 
our country and actively work to un-
dermine our Constitution. 

We welcome legal immigrants from 
around the world, regardless of reli-
gious belief, who want to become 
Americans through a legal, orderly 
process, but we want Americans not 
just in name only but in terms of their 
willingness to embrace the very values 
ensconced and protected by our Con-
stitution. We want them to become 
fully assimilated as Americans, as 
America always has. 

By recommitting ourselves to our 
Constitution and to our founding prin-
ciples, our country will see another 250 
years of liberty and justice for all. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Vermont. 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, multiple 

press articles and reports by human 
rights organizations, as well as United 
Nations human rights investigators, 
have documented widespread acts of 
horrific sexual violence against pris-
oners in the Middle East over many 
years. These articles and these reports 
describe—often in graphic, gruesome 
detail—a consistent pattern of sexual 
abuse corroborated by multiple sources 
and in some cases with shocking photo-
graphs and videos posted on social 
media by the perpetrators themselves. 

These allegations amount to gross 
violations of human rights, including 
torture, and if committed by members 
of foreign military and police forces 
that receive training or equipment 
from the United States, they are 
sanctionable under U.S. law—the 
Leahy Law. 

In Egypt, allegations of acts of sys-
temic sexual violence against prisoners 
are not new. The allegations have been 
the subject of reports, including by 
U.S. and Egyptian human rights orga-
nizations and the Department of State, 
for many years. 

We also know that Hamas militants 
who invaded Israel on October 7, 2023, 
committed absolutely brutal acts of 
sexual violence, including gang rape, 
against Israelis during the attack and 
against Israeli hostages. 

On May 12, a team of Israeli research-
ers released a report which concluded 
that sexual violence by Hamas mili-
tants against women and men was 
‘‘systematic, widespread and integral’’ 
to the attack. Many of us have con-
demned those barbaric crimes and 
called for justice for the Israeli vic-
tims. 

I personally still have vivid memo-
ries of hearing personally of the hor-
rors of these attacks from Israeli vic-
tims who bravely came and spoke to 
Members of the U.S. Senate. 

There is also extensive evidence, both 
before and after October 7, of a pattern 
of sexual violence against Palestinian 
prisoners by Israeli security forces. Al-
legations of such abuses in Israeli pris-
ons are not new, but they have sharply 
increased since October 7. 

So have reports of widespread abuses 
and killings of Palestinian civilians by 
Israeli soldiers and acts of violence, in-
cluding sexual assault and murder by 
Israeli settlers which reportedly con-
tinue to this day. 

I will not repeat the gruesome details 
of the attacks reportedly committed 
against Palestinian prisoners by Israeli 
soldiers, but I do urge my colleagues, 
as uncomfortable as it may be, to read 
the articles by Nicholas Kristof in the 
May 11 New York Times entitled ‘‘The 
Horror of Sexual Assault in Israeli 
Prisons,’’ and ‘‘The Silence That Meets 
the Rape of Palestinians.’’ 

The heinous acts that were described 
to him by former prisoners and wit-
nesses, if proven in a court of law, 
would warrant decades-long prison sen-
tences. Despite overwhelming evidence, 
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Egyptian authorities and Hamas offi-
cials have denied that forces under 
their command have sexually assaulted 
prisoners. 

Likewise, Israeli authorities, includ-
ing Prime Minister Netanyahu, while 
rightly condemning Hamas’s acts of 
sexual violence, dismissed out of hand 
the reports of similar acts by Israeli 
soldiers as fabrications. 

The fact is that these are not iso-
lated reports, nor are victims of sexual 
violence prone to voluntarily invite the 
public scrutiny and profound embar-
rassment that comes with describing 
being subjected to these types of 
humiliating mistreatment. 

Every year, Egypt and Israel receive 
more military aid paid for by American 
taxpayers than any other countries, 
and that is by far. Yet neither of their 
governments, nor our own, have shown 
the slightest concern about addressing 
longstanding allegations of the wide-
spread use of sexual violence against 
prisoners in their custody. 

That is unacceptable. It must 
change. American taxpayer funds are 
directly supporting foreign military 
units that have been credibly impli-
cated in rape and other abhorrent acts 
of sexual violence. 

The United States has long embraced 
in its foreign policy the protection of 
human rights. It is at the heart of the 
Leahy Law passed by this U.S. Senate. 
That law directs the Secretary of State 
to investigate credible reports of 
human rights abuses. 

In light of the credible reports of 
gross human rights abuses, I call upon 
the Secretary of State to act, to inves-
tigate, and to abide by the provisions 
of the Leahy Law. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Indiana. 
f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, most 

Hoosiers wake up every morning and 
they see their children off to school or 
head to work without event, without 
an incident. They live in safety because 
a select few of their fellow citizens 
willingly forfeit their own safety. 

May 10 to 16 is National Police Week, 
and it is a useful reminder for all of us 
of what we owe our law enforcement, 
particularly our Indiana law enforce-
ment officers, and what more we can do 
for them. 

You see, our police officers are the 
thin blue line between order and chaos. 
The men and women who wear the 
badge are our guardians of peace who 
willingly stand in the way of all sorts 
of threats to their communities and to 
our interests. 

Whether our ears are being destroyed 
by public disorder, our cars break 
down, our homes are invaded, when 
trouble comes, our law enforcement of-
ficers are not far behind. Too often, we 
appreciate them only when we need 
them, and that is why we have set 
aside this week to remember them, to 
honor them. 

Just as commonly, we overlook the 
grave danger they willingly face on our 
behalf. The hero’s badge is a criminal’s 
target. The National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial here in Washington, 
which carries the names of 24,000 police 
officers killed in the line of duty, re-
minds us of this sobering reality. 

Every year, additional names are 
added to these rolls. Around 100 police 
officers die on the job annually, the 
majority as a result of violent and 
other serious crimes. 

In 2024, 85,730—think of that num-
ber—85,730 police officers were as-
saulted in the line of duty. This is dan-
gerous work. Many of these incidents 
were ambush attacks, when criminals 
target police officers unexpectedly. 

According to the National Fraternal 
Order of Police, such incidents ac-
counted for nearly 30 percent of officer 
shootings last year. These terrible sac-
rifices are why since 1962 Americans 
have honored our law enforcement per-
sonnel during the second week of May. 

National Police Week is an occasion 
to renew our unwavering support for 
law enforcement officers. It is an op-
portunity to recognize and give thanks 
for their unseen acts of heroism, to 
honor and remember those who have 
laid down their lives to protect others, 
and express our solemn appreciation to 
the loved ones of officers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

Let’s remember the families. Let’s 
remember the families of these brave 
men and women and their sacrifices. 
And remembrance is important; so is 
gratitude. But these alone are not 
enough. 

Our police officers defend us, and we, 
in turn, can deter and punish those who 
would do them harm. That is why in 
the Senate, I am supporting the Pro-
tect and Serve Act. This legislation 
was introduced by my colleague Sen-
ator TILLIS, and this bill would create 
a new category of crime for those who 
attack Federal, State, or local law en-
forcement officers. 

It would give Federal prosecutors 
more tools—more tools—to go after 
those who deliberately target law en-
forcement officers by making it a Fed-
eral crime to knowingly cause or at-
tempt to cause bodily injury to a law 
enforcement officer. 

And under the bill, offenders would 
be subject to imprisonment for up to 10 
years, a stiff penalty for a serious 
crime. An offender under this bill could 
receive a life sentence if a death re-
sults from the offense or the offense in-
cludes kidnapping, attempted kidnap-
ping, or attempted murder. 

Yes, this legislation is tough, but we 
need to be tough. This legislation 
aligns with common sense. We need to 
better protect those who protect us, 
and Congress should move this bill this 
year. 

So whether they serve at the local, 
State, or Federal level, our law en-
forcement officers are the best and the 
bravest in our community. Laws mean 
little without men and women sworn to 
uphold them. 

So during National Police Week, let’s 
reflect on how much we owe them and 
show our support for the men and 
women wearing the badge across Indi-
ana and across America. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The Senator from Kansas. 
f 

MOMS.GOV 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, 

moms.gov, M-O-M-S.gov—moms.gov—I 
want to congratulate the White House 
on giving folks out there a one-stop 
shop. It is for folks that are expecting. 
It is for couples that are pregnant. And 
it is especially, I think, for people that 
want to become pregnant. 

It is to talk about what to expect 
when expecting, to talk about folic 
acid and the importance of prenatal vi-
tamins before you conceive. But a very 
special area, of my concern, from the 
moms.gov is to talk about infertility. 

My colleagues know that I had the 
honor, in rural Kansas, of delivering a 
baby most every day for 25 years and 
had a pretty active infertility clinic as 
well. In fact, 1 out of 10 couples are in-
fertile. And though I enjoyed every 
baby I delivered, it was certainly a spe-
cial joy to help couples through years 
of infertility and send them home with 
a baby. 

So that is why I am so very proud to 
stand with this administration, which I 
believe is the most pro-family adminis-
tration in our lifetime. As I pointed 
out, the White House launched 
moms.gov, a one-stop resource for ex-
pecting and new mothers: pregnancy 
care, nutrition, fertility support, 
childcare—all in one place. 

You know, it is a simple idea with a 
big impact. I got on it yesterday just 
to see what resources were available 
and trying to hook up expecting moms 
or folks that are already pregnant with 
the local easiest clinic to access. 

But one of the things I was really ex-
cited to see on there was Trump RX. 
Trump RX is so important to the infer-
tile couples because the biggest barrier 
to infertility treatment, of course, are 
the very expensive medications—cou-
ples spending thousands of dollars each 
month on these medications, typically, 
to help them ovulate. 

Now, Trump RX has already helped 
20,000 patients—nearly 20,000 patients— 
and they have saved almost $15 million 
on these fertility medications. A new 
employer fertility benefit will also 
reach an estimated 750,000 Americans a 
year. That is 20 percent of all births. 
So hats off to the administration for 
Trump RX and helping us treat infer-
tility. 
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