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Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 

that— 
(1) the United States must take steps to 

protect the United States dollar as the re-
serve currency of the world and maintain its 
position as a key player in the global finan-
cial system; 

(2) the efforts of the People’s Republic of 
China to undermine the status of the United 
States dollar as the reserve currency of the 
world must be closely monitored, and appro-
priate measures must be taken to counter 
those efforts; 

(3) the United States must work to 
strengthen its economic ties with critical re-
gions of the world to provide an alternative 
to PRC capital; and 

(4) the United States must continue to 
work with its allies to promote economic 
policies that ensure growth and stability 
across developing countries. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 714—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
MAY 10, 2026, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
ASIAN AMERICAN, NATIVE HA-
WAIIAN, AND PACIFIC ISLANDER 
MENTAL HEALTH DAY’’ 

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, and 
Ms. WARREN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 714 

Whereas the Asian American, Native Ha-
waiian, and Pacific Islander (referred to in 
this preamble as ‘‘AANHPI’’) community is 
among the fastest growing population groups 
in the United States and has made signifi-
cant economic, cultural, and social contribu-
tions; 

Whereas the AANHPI community is ex-
tremely diverse in terms of socioeconomic 
background, education level, types of em-
ployment, languages spoken, cultures of ori-
gin, acculturation, and migration and col-
onization status; 

Whereas the AANHPI community is facing 
an affordability crisis, particularly related 
to healthcare, to the point where 56 percent 
of AANHPI adults said that the cost of 
healthcare was the most difficult item in 
their life to afford; 

Whereas AANHPIs have among the lowest 
rates of utilization of mental health services, 
and 65.3 percent of the estimated 2,600,000 
AANHPIs who meet criteria for a mental 
health problem do not receive treatment; 

Whereas, from 2018 to 2024, AANHPI youth 
ages 15 to 24 years old in the United States 
were the only racial or ethnic population in 
this age category whose leading cause of 
death was suicide; 

Whereas it is imperative to disaggregate 
AANHPI population data to get an accurate 
representation of the depth and breadth of 
the mental health issues for each subpopula-
tion, so that specific culturally and linguis-
tically appropriate solutions can be devel-
oped; 

Whereas language access continues to be a 
critical issue, whether due to the limited 
number of providers with the necessary lan-
guage skills to provide in-language services 
or the significant language loss faced by Na-
tive Hawaiian and Pacific Islander commu-
nities due to colonization; 

Whereas there is a need to significantly in-
crease the number of providers, including 
paraprofessionals, representing AANHPI 
communities and provide them with the nec-
essary training and ongoing support; 

Whereas historical discrimination and cur-
rent racial violence toward AANHPIs in-
crease trauma and stress, underlying precur-
sors to mental health problems; 

Whereas there is a critical need to raise 
awareness about and improve mental health 
literacy among the AANHPI community to 
reduce the stigma associated with mental 
health issues; and 

Whereas May is both National Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month, an opportunity to celebrate 
the vast contributions of this population to 
the society of the United States, and Na-
tional Mental Health Awareness Month, rec-
ognizing the importance of mental health to 
the well-being and health of families and 
communities, and connecting the impor-
tance of one’s cultural heritage to good men-
tal health: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of May 10, 2026, 

as ‘‘National Asian American, Native Hawai-
ian, and Pacific Islander Mental Health 
Day’’; 

(2) recognizes the importance of mental 
health to the well-being and health of fami-
lies and communities; 

(3) acknowledges the importance of raising 
awareness about mental health and improv-
ing the quality of care for Asian American, 
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander com-
munities; 

(4) recognizes that celebrating one’s cul-
tural and linguistic heritage is beneficial to 
mental health; and 

(5) encourages Federal, State, and local 
health agencies to adopt laws, policies, and 
guidance to improve help-seeking rates for 
mental health services for the Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander 
community and other communities of color. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 715—RECOG-
NIZING ESCALATING THREATS 
TO FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
WORLDWIDE, INCLUDING IN-
CREASING HARM TO JOURNAL-
ISTS REPORTING IN CONFLICT 
ZONES AND UNDER REPRESSIVE 
REGIMES, REAFFIRMING THE 
VITAL ROLE THAT A FREE AND 
INDEPENDENT PRESS PLAYS IN 
UPHOLDING DEMOCRACY, FOS-
TERING ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, 
AND KEEPING THE PUBLIC IN-
FORMED, AND REAFFIRMING 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AS A 
PRIORITY OF THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT IN SUP-
PORTING DEMOCRACY, HUMAN 
RIGHTS, AND GOOD GOVERN-
ANCE IN COMMEMORATION OF 
‘‘WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY’’ 
ON MAY 3, 2026 

Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
COONS, and Mr. BENNET) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 715 

Whereas freedom of the press is 
foundational to American democracy and 
has been enshrined in the First Amendment 
to the United States Constitution and in var-
ious State constitutions; 

Whereas a free and independent press 
around the world supports United States for-
eign policy goals of countering 

authoritarianism and promoting democratic 
governance and human rights, including 
rights enshrined in the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) and other 
laws, by refuting propaganda and enhancing 
public accountability, transparency, and par-
ticipation in civil society; 

Whereas a robust independent press plays a 
key role in exposing and refuting malign in-
fluence campaigns used by authoritarian 
governments, including the Russian Federa-
tion and the People’s Republic of China; 

Whereas the censorship, victimization, and 
killing of journalists around the world, par-
ticularly in war zones, has profound implica-
tions for the ability of the public, including 
Americans, to be informed about conflicts 
with local, regional, and global ramifications 
and other issues; 

Whereas the United States has advanced 
press freedom globally, including by leading 
the drafting of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which was adopted by the 
United Nations in Paris on December 10, 
1948, and states, in Article 19, ‘‘Everyone has 
the right to freedom of opinion and expres-
sion; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, 
receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of fron-
tiers.’’; 

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed the third day of 
May of each year to be ‘‘World Press Free-
dom Day’’— 

(1) to celebrate the fundamental principles 
of press freedom; 

(2) to evaluate press freedom around the 
world; 

(3) to defend the media against attacks on 
its independence; and 

(4) to pay tribute to journalists who have 
lost their lives while working in their profes-
sion; 

Whereas Congress has passed legislation 
supporting press freedom abroad, including— 

(1) the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press 
Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–166), which ex-
panded the examination of the freedom of 
the press around the world in the annual 
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices 
published by the Department of State; and 

(2) the Global Magnitsky Human Rights 
Accountability Act (subtitle F of title XII of 
Public Law 114–328), which has been used to 
place targeted visa and economic sanctions 
on individuals for their roles in the targeted 
killings of journalists; 

Whereas in 2021, in an effort to combat at-
tacks against journalists, the Department of 
State adopted the Khashoggi Ban pursuant 
to section 212(a)(3)(C) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(C)), 
which imposes visa restrictions on individ-
uals who, acting on behalf of a foreign gov-
ernment, are believed to have been directly 
engaged in serious, extraterritorial counter- 
dissident activities, including activities that 
suppress, harass, surveil, threaten, or harm 
journalists, activists, or other persons per-
ceived to be dissidents for their work; 

Whereas the United States Government 
has— 

(1) supported broadcast journalism around 
the world to provide news to millions of peo-
ple living under authoritarian regimes; and 

(2) provided emergency assistance to jour-
nalists facing immediate risks to their lives 
as a result of their reporting; 

Whereas Freedom House’s Freedom in the 
World 2026 report marked the 20th consecu-
tive year of decline in global freedom, with 
an estimated 40 percent of the global popu-
lation living in countries deemed ‘‘Not 
Free’’; 

Whereas media freedom declined more 
than any other rights tracked by the Free-
dom in the World report during the last 20 
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years, fueled by attacks and prosecutions 
against journalists, pressure on media out-
lets, repressive regulatory and legal frame-
works, internet shutdowns, unlawful efforts 
to undermine strong encryption, and blocks 
on online sources of information; 

Whereas, according to the Reporters With-
out Borders’ World Press Freedom Index, 
press freedom is at a 25-year low and, for the 
first time in the history of this Index, more 
than 1⁄2 of the world’s countries now fall into 
the ‘‘difficult’’ or ‘‘very serious’’ categories 
for press freedom; 

Whereas Freedom House’s Freedom on the 
Net 2025 report marked the 15th consecutive 
year of decline in global internet freedom, 
with people in at least 57 of the 72 countries 
covered facing legal repercussions for ex-
pressing themselves online (a record high) 
and people in 44 countries facing physical as-
saults or death for their online commentary; 

Whereas there are alarming indications 
about growing divisions resulting from the 
spread of authoritarian information cam-
paigns with the potential to weaken demo-
cratic societies; 

Whereas United States journalists have 
been killed, injured, and imprisoned while 
reporting abroad, including— 

(1) Christopher Allen, who was killed while 
covering the conflict in South Sudan on Au-
gust 26, 2017, and for whom there has been no 
credible investigation to pursue justice after 
nearly 8 years; 

(2) Austin Tice, who was kidnaped in Syria 
and has been missing since August 13, 2012; 

(3) Brent Renaud, who was killed by Rus-
sian forces while covering the war in 
Ukraine on March 13, 2022; 

(4) Shireen Abu Akleh, who was killed by 
Israeli forces on May 11, 2022, while reporting 
in the West Bank; 

(5) Evan Gershkovich, who was wrongfully 
detained in Russia from March 2023 to Au-
gust 2024 on baseless charges of espionage; 

(6) Alsu Kurmasheva, who was wrongfully 
detained in Russia from October 2023 to Au-
gust 2024 on bogus charges of failure to reg-
ister as a foreign agent; and 

(7) Dylan Collins, a journalist at Agence 
France-Presse (AFP), who was injured in an 
attack on a group of journalists in southern 
Lebanon by Israeli forces on October 13, 2023; 

Whereas more journalists and media work-
ers were killed in 2025 than in any other year 
since the Committee to Protect Journalist 
began collecting data more than 3 decades 
ago; 

Whereas since October 7, 2023, at least 227 
journalists and media workers have been 
killed in Israel, Gaza, and Lebanon, 207 of 
whom were Palestinians killed in Gaza by 
the Israeli military, making the Gaza con-
flict the deadliest on record for journalists, 
according to the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists; 

Whereas for the fifth year in a row, more 
than 300 journalists were imprisoned world-
wide at the end of 2025, according to the 
Committee to Protect Journalists, including 
Zhang Zhan in the People’s Republic of 
China, Yeris Curbelo Aguilera in Cuba, Mzia 
Amaglobeli in Georgia, RFE/RL journalist 
Nika Novak in Russia, RFE/RL journalist 
Farid Mehralizada in Azerbaijan, and former 
RFE/RL journalist and dual United States- 
Iranian national Reza Valizadeh in Iran; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists 2025 census, more than 1⁄3 
of these detained journalists are serving 
terms exceeding 5 years, including— 

(1) French journalist Christophe Gleizes in 
Algeria; 

(2) Sevinj Vagifgizi in Azerbaijan; 
(3) Dzianis Ivashyn in Belarus; and 
(4) Thomas Awah, Jr., Tsi Conrad, Amadou, 

Vamoulké, and Mancho Bibixy in Cameroon; 

(5) Ilham Tohti, Jimmy Lai, and Dong 
Yuyu in the People’s Republic of China and 
Hong Kong; 

(6) Frenchie Mae Cumpio in the Phil-
ippines; 

(7) Rukhshona Khakimova in Tajikistan; 
(8) Dauletmurat Tazhimuratov in Uzbek-

istan; and 
(9) Pham Doan Trang and Le Huu Minh 

Tuan in Vietnam; 
Whereas, according to the Committee to 

Protect Journalists 2025 census, nearly 1⁄2 of 
these detained journalists have never been 
sentenced, including— 

(1) Dawit Isaak and Seyoum Tsehaye in 
Eritrea; and 

(2) Palestinian journalist Ali Al-Samoudi 
in Israel; 

(3) Elsbeth D’Anda in Nicaragua; and 
(4) Ukrainian journalists Anastasiya 

Glukhovska and Iryna Levchenko in Russia; 
Whereas, according to PEN America, more 

than 400 writers and public intellectuals, in-
cluding columnists and editorial journalists, 
were imprisoned across 40 different countries 
during 2025; 

Whereas journalists and media outlets are 
targeted by government actors with sophisti-
cated spyware products that pose a severe 
risk to their privacy and the security of 
their sources and families; 

Whereas the censorship, victimization, and 
killing of journalists around the world, par-
ticularly in conflict zones, has obvious and 
profound implications for the ability of the 
public, including Americans, to be informed, 
including about conflicts with local, re-
gional, and global ramifications; 

Whereas press freedom— 
(1) is a key component of democratic gov-

ernance, human rights, activism in civil so-
ciety, and socioeconomic development; and 

(2) enhances public accountability, trans-
parency, and participation in civil society 
and democratic governance: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) declares that a free press— 
(A) is a central component of free societies 

and democratic governance; 
(B) contributes to an informed civil society 

and government accountability; 
(C) helps to expose corruption; 
(D) enhances public accountability and 

transparency of governments at all levels; 
and 

(E) disseminates information that is essen-
tial to improving public health and safety; 

(2) expresses concerns about threats to the 
exercise of freedom of expression, including 
by the press, around the world; 

(3) recognizes and commends journalism’s 
role in providing trusted, accurate, and time-
ly information and in holding governments 
and leaders accountable to citizens, includ-
ing for human rights abuses; 

(4) recognizes the indispensable role of 
journalists and media outlets in informing 
voters and the international community 
about elections in multiple countries world-
wide in 2025; 

(5) recognizes the critical importance of 
international journalists’ access to conflict 
zones to conduct independent reporting; 

(6) pays tribute to journalists who made 
tremendous sacrifices, including the loss of 
their lives, in the pursuit of truth and jus-
tice; 

(7) condemns all actions around the world 
that suppress press freedom and endanger 
the safety of journalists; 

(8) calls for the unconditional and imme-
diate release of all wrongfully detained jour-
nalists; 

(9) reaffirms the centrality of press free-
dom to efforts of the United States Govern-
ment to support democracy, mitigate con-
flict, and promote human rights and good 

governance domestically and around the 
world; and 

(10) calls upon the President and the Sec-
retary of State— 

(A) to preserve and build upon the leader-
ship of the United States on issues relating 
to press freedom and journalist safety, on 
the basis of the protections for freedom of 
the press afforded the American people under 
the First Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States; 

(B) to transparently investigate and bring 
to justice the perpetrators of attacks and 
threats against American journalists; 

(C) to support transparent investigations 
and efforts to ensure accountability for at-
tacks against journalists of other nationali-
ties; and 

(D) to promote the respect and protection 
of press freedom around the world. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 716—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING CRITICAL 
ELEMENTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES POLICY TOWARDS THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. 

RICKETTS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. MORENO, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
CURTIS, Mr. KIM, Mr. MCCORMICK, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BANKS, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. WICKER, and Ms. 
SLOTKIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 716 

Whereas the People’s Republic of China is 
the foremost rival and strategic competitor 
of the United States that has the intent and 
capacity to undermine the security, eco-
nomic prosperity, and strategic interests of 
the United States and the allies and partners 
of the United States; 

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has 
rapidly modernized and expanded its mili-
tary in a manner that— 

(1) poses direct threats to the security and 
economic prosperity of the United States, in-
cluding by expanding its arsenal of nuclear, 
maritime, conventional long-range strike, 
cyber, space, and intelligence capabilities; 

(2) aims to project power and deter the 
United States presence in the Indo-Pacific 
region; 

(3) facilitates intensified coercive military 
and illegal, coercive, aggressive, and decep-
tive activities (also known as ‘‘gray zone ac-
tivities’’) that— 

(A) threaten the security and sov-
ereignty of countries in the Indo-Pacific 
region; and 

(B) compromise freedom of navigation in 
vital lanes of commerce, such as the South 
China Sea and the Taiwan Strait; 
(4) aims to give the People’s Republic of 

China the capability to carry out its threat 
to alter the status quo in the Taiwan Strait 
by coercion or force, including by delaying 
or denying third-party involvement in a Tai-
wan Strait contingency; and 

(5) supports United States adversaries, 
such as the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, and 
the Russian Federation, including through 
the sharing of military technology and mate-
riel; 

Whereas the People’s Republic of China 
employs a wide range of state-directed eco-
nomic and industrial policies designed to— 

(1) disadvantage United States workers, 
firms, and long-term economic competitive-
ness; 

(2) secure dominance in strategic indus-
tries; and 
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