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President Trump laid the blueprint, 

and I am encouraged by the bipartisan 
conversations that are already under-
way, but it is up to us. It is up to us to 
make this momentum permanent. And 
it is up to us—us in this body—to un-
leash a new era of American security 
dominance. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
f 

S.J. RES. 99 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of our workers, our 
businesses, and our economy. Specifi-
cally, I am here to talk about my reso-
lution, which we will be voting on 
shortly, to protect the millions of 
workers who could lose their jobs be-
cause of an extreme Trump administra-
tion rule. 

This is an issue that affects all of us 
because, well, let me tell you, when in-
dustries like agriculture and construc-
tion lose workers, it impacts their sup-
ply chains and prices go up. 

In my State of Nevada and across 
every single State in this Nation, our 
economy, well, it is fueled by our work-
ers. This includes thousands of individ-
uals who live in this country legally. 
Thousands of individuals who live in 
this country legally, who have legal 
authorization to work, and who show 
up every single day to do the jobs that 
keep our communities running. 

These workers, they are doing every-
thing that is asked of them. They have 
been vetted. They are playing by the 
rules. They are paying their taxes. And 
yet today, because of a misguided rule 
change by the Trump administration, 
many of them are at risk of losing 
their jobs and their livelihoods through 
no fault of their own. That is because 
workers with employment authoriza-
tion documents, also known as work 
permits, must renew them every few 
years, but they can only file that pa-
perwork 6 months before their permit 
expires. 

While 6 months seems like a long 
time, the processing delays at U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
especially under this administration, 
are even longer. They can stretch well 
beyond 6 months. 

And so for years, there had been a 
simple, commonsense solution. If a 
worker filed their renewal on time, 
their current work permit would be 
automatically extended while the gov-
ernment finished processing their ap-
plication. It is the government that 
was slow, not the worker. 

This way, people wouldn’t have a gap 
in work authorization. This policy kept 
people working. It provided stability 
for businesses, and it prevented need-
less disruptions to our economy. 

But last fall, that changed. The 
Trump administration issued a rule 
that fully eliminated these automatic 
extensions, pulling the rug out from 
under workers who did everything 
right. 

Now, these individuals face an impos-
sible choice: stop working and lose 
their income and their ability to pro-
vide for their family or risk working 
without authorization and risk depor-
tation. 

It also puts our business owners in a 
terrible position. Employers are going 
to be forced to go without workers or 
have to let go of workers whose work 
permits expired because the govern-
ment took too long to issue their re-
newals. That is why many business 
groups, including the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, are opposed to this reckless 
Trump rule. 

They know it will affect key indus-
tries like agriculture and food proc-
essing, construction and even 
childcare. And we know what happens 
when there are fewer workers able to 
meet demands: Prices go up. 

So think about it. More than 3.5 mil-
lion legally authorized workers nation-
wide could be impacted by this mis-
guided rule. In construction alone, 
roughly 600,000 workers could be forced 
off the job, right as we face a critical 
shortage of labor needed to build much 
needed housing across America. In Ne-
vada, we already have 11,000 fewer con-
struction workers than we did just a 
year ago, and even more workers are 
sidelined because of paperwork delays. 

What is this going to mean? Projects 
are going to stall, costs will rise, work-
ing families will feel it in the form of 
higher housing prices and fewer avail-
able homes. And it doesn’t stop there. 

In hospitality, an industry that is the 
backbone of Nevada’s economy, more 
than half a million workers nationwide 
could be affected. So for a State like 
mine, where tourism drives growth and 
supports countless small businesses, 
losing thousands of workers in our ho-
tels, restaurants, and entertainment 
venues would be devastating. 

Fewer workers means reduced capac-
ity. It means lower service levels. It 
means lost revenue, not just for our 
businesses but for entire communities 
that depend upon a strong tourism 
economy. And that is wrong. It is just 
wrong. 

It is why I introduced a resolution 
under the Congressional Review Act to 
overturn this harmful Trump rule. My 
legislation would restore automatic ex-
tensions for workers who have already 
been vetted and who have their work 
permits while their paperwork is being 
processed. 

This is about fairness. It is about sta-
bility, and it is about helping our 
workers and our businesses. 

So today I am asking my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to join me in 
taking a simple step, a vote to support 
workers and the business community. 
So let’s overturn this harmful rule 
change that will hurt families, small 
businesses, large businesses, and our 
entire economy. Let’s put America’s 
workers—again, our businesses, every-
thing, our economy—first by rein-
stating automatic extensions for work 
permit renewals. If we don’t, we risk 

losing 3.5 million workers from our 
workforce. And trust me; we will all 
pay the price. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Colorado. 
f 

S. RES. 139 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today, I 

am bringing the Congressional Review 
Act resolution to the floor to challenge 
EPA’s disapproval of Colorado’s re-
gional haze plan. I want to thank my 
colleagues Senator HICKENLOOPER and 
Senator WHITEHOUSE for joining me in 
this effort. 

For decades, we have relied on a sim-
ple principle in this country to keep 
our air clean: States and the Federal 
Government work together to reduce 
pollution and protect public health. 
That includes programs like Regional 
Haze, which is designed to improve vis-
ibility in national parks and wilderness 
areas, like Rocky Mountain National 
Park in Northern Colorado. 

In 2022, Colorado submitted a good- 
faith plan to improve air quality. The 
State provided a range of solutions—in-
cluding the voluntary, already-planned 
retirement of aging coal plants. 

The decisions to close these plants 
were driven by basic economics. Colo-
rado utilities recognized that it no 
longer made sense to keep them open, 
based on the high costs of maintaining 
and operating. And so in its regional 
haze plan, Colorado incorporated these 
previously made decisions into the 
State’s strategy to reduce air pollu-
tion. 

But EPA rejected Colorado’s plan— 
not because it failed to meet Federal 
standards. EPA rejected it because 
President Trump is laser-focused on 
keeping even aging coal plants oper-
ational, regardless of the costs or the 
desires of the local communities. 

EPA’s disapproval of Colorado’s plan 
was based on an unprecedented and 
flawed legal theory. EPA alleges that 
under section 110 of the Clean Air Act, 
Colorado must somehow prove these 
coal plant requirements would not vio-
late the Constitution’s takings clause, 
or, in other words, not constitute an il-
legal government seizure of private 
property. But that is an impossible 
case for the State to make. It is also 
not, in fact, what section 110 of the 
Clean Air Act requires or what Con-
gress ever intended. 

And to make matters worse, the EPA 
made this shift without any meaning-
ful public input. And the consequences 
of President Trump and Lee Zeldin’s 
actions are real. They are real for Colo-
rado and for the West and for this 
country. 

They are making it harder—harder— 
for Colorado to chart our own path on 
the energy transition and trying to 
force Coloradans to pay tens of mil-
lions of dollars to keep outdated coal 
plants running. And they are doing this 
at a moment when energy prices have 
already increased as a result of the ad-
ministration’s own reckless actions. 
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Since President Trump’s unprovoked 

war, gasoline prices have risen over 30 
percent in Colorado. They have cut in-
vestments in the cheapest types of 
electricity, while promoting the most 
expensive. Everything the administra-
tion has done has made it harder for 
parents in Colorado to pay their bills 
and heat their homes, and now to take 
their children to enjoy some of the in-
credible national parks and public 
lands our State has to offer. 

If this ruling stands, it won’t stop in 
Colorado. It could open the door to 
similar challenges across the country, 
weakening air quality protections and 
leaving States in an impossible posi-
tion—responsible for results but strip-
ping them of the tools and the author-
ity to achieve them. 

And so I urge my colleagues to sup-
port S.J. Res. 139 to overturn the 
EPA’s decision. 

I ask consent to yield back all time. 
I ask for the yeas and nays. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY RELATING TO 
‘‘AIR PLAN DISAPPROVAL; COLO-
RADO; REGIONAL HAZE PLAN 
FOR THE SECOND IMPLEMENTA-
TION PERIOD’’—Motion to Proceed 

Mr. BENNET. I move to proceed to 
Calendar No. 364, S.J. Res. 139. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 364, S.J. 
Res. 139, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Air Plan Disapproval; 
Colorado; Regional Haze Plan for the Second 
Implementation Period’’. 

VOTE ON MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Maryland (Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 46, 
nays 52, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 110 Leg.] 

YEAS—46 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 

Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 

Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 

Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 

Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 

Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—52 

Armstrong 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Alsobrooks Tuberville 

The motion was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). The Senator from Nevada. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMI-
GRATION SERVICES RELATING 
TO ‘‘REMOVAL OF THE AUTO-
MATIC EXTENSION OF EMPLOY-
MENT AUTHORIZATION DOCU-
MENTS’’—Motion to Proceed 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 366, S.J. Res. 
99. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 366, S.J. 
Res. 99, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services relating to ‘‘Removal of the Auto-
matic Extension of Employment Authoriza-
tion Documents’’. 

VOTE ON MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion 
to proceed. 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL) and the 
Senator from Alabama (Mr. 
TUBERVILLE). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Maryland (Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 47, 
nays 50, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 111 Leg.] 

YEAS—47 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—50 

Armstrong 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 

McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—3 

Alsobrooks Paul Tuberville 

The motion was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-

TICE). The Senator from Iowa. 
f 

THE CALENDAR 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, COVID–19 
fraudsters stole at least $200 billion, 
but time is now running out to hold 
every single one accountable. Starting 
this week, crooks who defrauded pan-
demic relief programs are getting 
away. 

Both Republicans and Democrats 
should be working around the clock to 
send a clear message to fraudsters past, 
present, and future: There are real con-
sequences to stealing from taxpayers. 

But Democrats have wanted to press 
‘‘snooze’’ on passing my SBA Fraud En-
forcement Extension Act. This is the 
third day fraudsters who stole millions 
in COVID relief funds have been able to 
escape justice. 

You heard me right, folks. Swindlers 
who took advantage of SBA COVID re-
lief programs are already escaping jus-
tice. Every day that passes, another 
gets away. The clock is ticking, and 
the countdown is on. 

My bill simply gives investigators 
and prosecutors flexibility to do their 
jobs by extending the statutes of limi-
tation for defrauding the Shuttered 
Venue Operators Grant Program and 
the Restaurant Revitalization Fund by 
5 years. 

Congress has already passed an ex-
tension of the statutes of limitation for 
SBA’s other COVID relief programs 
with bipartisan support. This body 
came together against fraud, and we 
need to again. 
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