
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2084 April 28, 2026 
18 years of age were victims of sexual abuse 
or neglect that year; 

Whereas, according to the 2016/2017 Na-
tional Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence 
Survey, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 3 men who 
have experienced a completed or attempted 
rape experienced it for the first time be-
tween the ages of 11 and 17; 

Whereas sexual violence is a burden for 
many individuals who serve in the Armed 
Forces, and the Department of Defense esti-
mates that approximately 29,061 members of 
the Armed Forces, including approximately 
15,201 women and 13,860 men, experienced 
some form of contact or penetrative sexual 
assault during 2023; 

Whereas, in fiscal year 2024, the Depart-
ment of Defense received 8,195 reports of sex-
ual assault involving members of the Armed 
Forces, including 5,169 unrestricted reports 
of sexual assault and 6,973 reports of inci-
dents occurring during military service; 

Whereas sexual assault does not discrimi-
nate on any basis and can affect any indi-
vidual in the United States; 

Whereas sexual violence may take many 
forms, including— 

(1) acquaintance, stranger, spousal, and 
gang rape; 

(2) incest; 
(3) child sexual abuse; 
(4) elder sexual abuse; 
(5) sexual abuse and exploitation of under-

served communities; 
(6) commercial sex trafficking; 
(7) sexual harassment; and 
(8) stalking; 

Whereas studies have suggested that sur-
vivors of color face unique challenges and 
more should be done to better understand 
the impact of sexual violence on commu-
nities of color; 

Whereas studies have suggested that the 
rate at which American Indians and Alaska 
Natives experience sexual violence is signifi-
cantly higher than for other populations in 
the United States; 

Whereas, according to the National Alli-
ance to End Sexual Violence, in addition to 
the immediate physical and emotional costs, 
sexual assault has numerous adverse con-
sequences, which can include post-traumatic 
stress disorder, substance abuse, major de-
pression, homelessness, eating disorders, and 
suicide; 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the average 
cost of rape is $122,461 for each victim over 
the lifetime of the victim, totaling a 
$3,100,000,000,000 economic burden for sur-
vivors of rape in the United States; 

Whereas many sexual assaults are not re-
ported to law enforcement agencies, and 
many States have restrictive criminal stat-
utes of limitations, which enable many per-
petrators to evade punishment for their 
crimes; 

Whereas advances in deoxyribonucleic acid 
(commonly known as ‘‘DNA’’) technology 
have enabled law enforcement agencies to 
identify and prosecute the perpetrators in 
tens of thousands of previously unsolved sex-
ual assault cases; 

Whereas incarceration of sexual assault 
perpetrators can prevent perpetrators from 
committing additional crimes; 

Whereas, according to a 2023 survey by the 
National Alliance to End Sexual Violence, 48 
percent of rape crisis centers lack a thera-
pist on staff, and 70 percent of programs had 
an increased demand for services in the past 
year; 

Whereas national, State, territorial, and 
Tribal coalitions, community-based rape cri-
sis centers, culturally specific sexual assault 
organizations, and other organizations 
across the United States are committed to— 

(1) eliminating sexual violence through 
prevention and education; and 

(2) increasing public awareness of sexual 
violence and the prevalence of sexual vio-
lence; 

Whereas thousands of volunteers and staff 
at rape crisis centers, State coalitions 
against sexual assault, culturally specific 
sexual assault organizations, and nonprofit 
organizations across the United States play 
an important role in making crisis hotlines 
and other services available to survivors of 
sexual assault; 

Whereas important partnerships have been 
formed among criminal and juvenile justice 
agencies, health professionals, public health 
workers, educators, first responders, and vic-
tim service providers; 

Whereas free, confidential help is available 
to all victims and survivors of sexual assault 
through— 

(1) the victim service programs of the 
Rape, Abuse &amp; Incest National Network 
(commonly known and referred to in this 
preamble as ‘‘RAINN’’), including the Na-
tional Sexual Assault Hotline— 

(A) by telephone at 800–656–HOPE; and 
(B) online at https://hotline.rainn.org; 

and 
(2) more than 1,100 local rape crisis centers 

across the United States; 

Whereas the victim service programs of 
RAINN, including the National Sexual As-
sault Hotline, help more than 300,000 sur-
vivors and their loved ones each year on av-
erage; 

Whereas the Department of Defense pro-
vides the Safe Helpline, Safe HelpRoom, and 
Safe Helpline mobile application, each of 
which provide support and help to members 
of the Department of Defense community— 

(1) by telephone at 877–995–5247; and 
(2) online at https://SafeHelpline.org; 

Whereas individual and collective efforts 
reflect the dream of the people of the United 
States— 

(1) for individuals and organizations to ac-
tively work to prevent all forms of sexual vi-
olence; and 

(2) for no victim of sexual assault to be 
unserved or feel that there is no path to jus-
tice; and 

Whereas April 2026 is recognized as ‘‘Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) National Sexual Assault Awareness and 

Prevention Month provides a special oppor-
tunity— 

(i) to educate the people of the United 
States about sexual violence; and 

(ii) to encourage— 
(I) the prevention of sexual assault; 
(II) improvement in the treatment of sur-

vivors of sexual assault; and 
(III) the prosecution of perpetrators of sex-

ual assault; 
(B) it is appropriate to properly acknowl-

edge survivors of sexual assault and to com-
mend the volunteers and professionals who 
assist those survivors in their efforts to heal; 

(C) national and community organizations 
and private sector supporters should be rec-
ognized and applauded for their work in— 

(i) promoting awareness about sexual as-
sault; 

(ii) providing information and treatment 
to survivors of sexual assault; and 

(iii) increasing the number of successful 
prosecutions of perpetrators of sexual as-
sault; and 

(D) public safety, law enforcement, and 
health professionals should be recognized 
and applauded for their hard work and inno-
vative strategies to ensure perpetrators of 
sexual assault are held accountable; and 

(2) the Senate supports the goals and ideals 
of National Sexual Assault Awareness and 
Prevention Month. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 694—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2026 AS ‘‘FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH’’ 
Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of 

South Carolina, Mr. BANKS, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BRITT, 
Mr. BUDD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Ms. LUM-
MIS, Mr. PETERS, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. TUBERVILLE, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
MORENO, and Mr. DAINES) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 694 

Whereas survey research conducted in 2025 
by the National Endowment for Financial 
Education found that— 

(1) 88 percent of United States adults re-
ported feeling some form of financial stress 
as they entered 2026; and 

(2) 77 percent of United States adults re-
ported that they experienced a financial set-
back in 2025; 

Whereas, according to the 2023 Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation National Survey 
of Unbanked and Underbanked Households— 

(1) approximately 4.2 percent of house-
holds, representing 5,600,000 households in 
the United States, remain unbanked and 
therefore have limited or no access to sav-
ings, lending, or other basic financial serv-
ices; and 

(2) an estimated 14.2 percent of households, 
representing about 19,000,000 households in 
the United States, remain underbanked, in-
cluding nearly 1 in 4 households without a 
high school diploma; 

Whereas, according to a report entitled 
‘‘Financial Capability of Adults with Dis-
abilities’’ by the National Disability Insti-
tute and the Financial Industry Regulatory 
Authority, people with disabilities are more 
likely to struggle with the key components 
of financial capability, which are making 
ends meet, planning ahead, managing finan-
cial products, and financial knowledge and 
decisionmaking, and could benefit from tar-
geted financial education; 

Whereas, according to the statistical re-
lease of the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York for the fourth quarter of 2024 entitled 
‘‘Household Debt and Credit Report’’— 

(1) outstanding household debt in the 
United States has increased by 
$3,890,000,000,000 since the end of 2019; 

(2) outstanding student loan balances have 
increased steadily during the last decade to 
more than $1,600,000,000,000; and 

(3) delinquency rates increased for all debt 
types except for debt related to student 
loans; 

Whereas the 2023 Employer Survey of the 
Employee Benefits Research Institute re-
ported that financial wellness benefits, in-
cluding broad-based financial education, are 
a tool to improve worker satisfaction and 
productivity; 

Whereas, according to the National Endow-
ment for Financial Education, as of 2026, a 
total of 30 States have passed legislation re-
quiring students to complete a financial edu-
cation course prior to completing high 
school, representing more than 60 percent of 
all students across the United States; 

Whereas survey research conducted in 2025 
by the National Endowment for Financial 
Education reports that— 
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(1) 83 percent of adults in the United States 

say that their State should require a semes-
ter or year-long course focused on personal 
finance education for high school gradua-
tion, and 82 percent of adults in the United 
States whose high schools did not offer such 
a course say they wish they had been re-
quired to take one in order to graduate; 

(2) 1 in 4 respondents in multigenerational 
households who took financial education in 
secondary school and found it useful report a 
quality of financial life that is better than 
they expected, compared to 11 percent of 
those who did not take financial education 
in secondary school and a survey-wide aver-
age of 16 percent; and 

(3) at least 75 percent of United States 
adults consider personal finance to be an es-
sential subject that should be taught in high 
school; 

Whereas a growing amount of empirical 
evidence affirms that exposure to financial 
education in high school has measurable and 
substantive effects on the financial knowl-
edge and financial behavior of young adults, 
including studies that show— 

(1) requirements for financial education in 
high school— 

(A) are associated with fewer defaults 
and higher credit scores among young 
adults aged 18 to 21; and 

(B) increase the likelihood that college- 
bound students will apply for financial aid; 
(2) individuals exposed to financial edu-

cation in high school demonstrate greater fi-
nancial literacy and, as a result, are more 
likely to plan for retirement and less likely 
to report being financially fragile; and 

(3) standalone personal finance courses of-
fered in high school improve long-run credit 
scores and financial wellbeing; 

Whereas expanding access to the safe, 
mainstream financial system will provide in-
dividuals with less expensive and more se-
cure options for managing finances and 
building wealth; 

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals 
are prepared to— 

(1) make sound money management deci-
sions about credit, debt, insurance, financial 
transactions, and planning for the future; 
and 

(2) become responsible workers, heads of 
household, investors, entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas financial education in schools in 
the United States is critical to a long-term 
financial inclusion strategy to reach stu-
dents who are not able to get sufficient per-
sonal finance guidance at home; 

Whereas increased financial literacy— 
(1) empowers individuals to make wise fi-

nancial decisions; and 
(2) reduces the confusion caused by an in-

creasingly complex economy; 
Whereas a greater understanding of, and 

familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic 
activity and growth; and 

Whereas, in 2003, Congress— 
(1) determined that coordinating Federal 

financial literacy efforts and formulating a 
national strategy is important; and 

(2) in light of that determination, passed 
the Financial Literacy and Education Im-
provement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701 et seq.), estab-
lishing the Financial Literacy and Education 
Commission: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2026 as ‘‘Financial Lit-

eracy Month’’ to raise public awareness 
about— 

(A) the importance of personal financial 
education in the United States; and 

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the 
United States to observe Financial Literacy 
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 695—COM-
MEMORATING APRIL 6, 2026, AS 
THE DAY THE ARTEMIS II CREW 
SURPASSED THE RECORD FOR 
THE FARTHEST DISTANCE TRAV-
ELED BY ASTRONAUTS INTO 
DEEP SPACE AND CELEBRATING 
THE SUCCESS OF THE ARTEMIS 
II MISSION 

Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Ms. CANT-
WELL) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 695 

Whereas, on April 1, 2026, the Artemis II 
mission launched successfully aboard the 
Space Launch System rocket from the John 
F. Kennedy Space Center in Florida, mark-
ing a significant milestone in the efforts to 
return humans to the Moon and advance 
deep space exploration; 

Whereas National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration astronauts Commander Reid 
Wiseman, Pilot Victor Glover, and Mission 
Specialist Christina Koch and Canadian 
Space Agency Mission Specialist Jeremy 
Hansen (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Artemis II crew’’) demonstrated excep-
tional skill, courage, and dedication in car-
rying out the historic Artemis II mission; 

Whereas the Artemis II crew traveled 
aboard the Orion spacecraft named Integrity, 
which represents the enduring values of ex-
ploration, teamwork, and scientific dis-
covery; 

Whereas, on April 6, 2026, the Artemis II 
crew surpassed the record set by the Apollo 
13 mission for the farthest distance traveled 
by astronauts from Earth, achieving a new 
milestone in human spaceflight; 

Whereas Integrity eventually reached a 
maximum distance of 252,760 miles from 
Earth, surpassing the previous record of 
248,655 miles set in 1970 and setting a new 
benchmark for crewed spaceflight; 

Whereas the Artemis II mission represents 
a number of historic firsts in crewed space 
exploration, including the first woman, first 
African American, and first non-United 
States astronaut to travel beyond low Earth 
orbit; 

Whereas the Artemis II mission was the 
first human journey to the vicinity of the 
Moon in more than 50 years; 

Whereas this achievement reflects decades 
of sustained investment and leadership by 
the United States, in partnership with both 
the Canadian Space Agency and the Euro-
pean Space Agency, and the contributions of 
thousands of engineers, scientists, and 
skilled workers; 

Whereas the Artemis effort is a partner-
ship among government, industry, and inter-
national partners that involves more than 
2,700 companies across the country whose 
collective expertise and coordination enabled 
successful execution of the Artemis II mis-
sion, demonstrating the strength of coopera-
tive space exploration; 

Whereas the Artemis II mission was man-
aged from Mission Control and the Mission 
Evaluation Room at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Space Center in Houston, Texas, where flight 
controllers, engineers, and support teams en-
sured the safety and success of the mission; 

Whereas, on April 10, 2026, at 5:07 p.m. Pa-
cific time, the Artemis II crew safely re-

turned to Earth, splashing down in the Pa-
cific Ocean off the coast of San Diego, Cali-
fornia; 

Whereas following splashdown, the United 
States Navy, with support from the United 
States Coast Guard, conducted recovery op-
erations and successfully retrieved the 
Artemis II crew and spacecraft aboard the 
USS John P. Murtha (LPD–26); 

Whereas the Artemis II mission showcased 
the economic and technological strength of 
the United States, which is supported by a 
highly skilled workforce and generates inno-
vation across multiple sectors of the econ-
omy; and 

Whereas the success of the Artemis II mis-
sion has inspired people around the world, 
rekindling a shared sense of wonder, possi-
bility, and unity and reaffirming the com-
mitment of the United States to peaceful ex-
ploration, scientific advancement, and inter-
national collaboration in space: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates April 6, 2026, as the day 

the Artemis II crew surpassed the record set 
by Apollo 13 for the farthest distance trav-
eled by astronauts into deep space; 

(2) celebrates the successful completion of 
the Artemis II mission, including its launch, 
historic journey, and safe return to Earth; 

(3) honors the achievements and service of 
Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover, Christina 
Koch, and Jeremy Hansen; 

(4) celebrates technological and manufac-
turing excellence led by the United States as 
showcased by the successful Artemis II mis-
sion; 

(5) recognizes the critical contributions of 
the flight controllers, engineers, contractors, 
and support personnel, particularly those at 
the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, who 
ensured mission success; 

(6) commends the employees of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the Canadian Space Agency, and all in-
dustry and international partners whose ef-
forts made the Artemis II mission possible; 
and 

(7) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to maintaining leadership in 
space exploration and advancing the peaceful 
use of space for the benefit of all humanity. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 696—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE MONTH OF 
APRIL 2026 AS ‘‘PARKINSON’S 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 

Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. RISCH) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 696 

Whereas Parkinson’s disease— 
(1) affects over 1,000,000 individuals in the 

United States with nearly 90,000 individuals 
diagnosed each year; 

(2) is the fastest-growing and second most 
common neurodegenerative disease in the 
world; 

(3) is believed to be caused by a combina-
tion of genetic and environmental factors, 
but the exact cause in most individuals is 
still unknown; and 

(4) is the 13th leading cause of death in the 
United States, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention; 

Whereas the symptoms of Parkinson’s dis-
ease can include dementia and cognitive im-
pairment, tremors, slowness of movement 
and rigidity, gait and balance difficulties, 
speech and swallowing difficulties, depres-
sion, and a variety of other symptoms; 

Whereas there are millions of family care-
givers, friends, and loved ones whose lives 
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