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These are the people who not only
stop people attempting to enter our
country illegally but defend our Nation
against a number of threats. In fiscal
year 2025, Border Patrol agents appre-
hended 460 gang members trying to
enter our country illegally. They ap-
prehended 73 known or suspected ter-
rorists—terrorists—illegally  crossing
our borders. They seized almost 80,000
pounds of illegal drugs.

They are the ones capturing the
human smugglers, the drug traffickers,
and the criminals engaged in human
trafficking, not to mention that they
are the ones conducting rescue oper-
ations when illegal immigrants are
drowning in the Rio Grande or dying of
dehydration in the desert.

And Democrats want to defund—
defund—this Agency. They want to
leave our borders completely unpro-
tected. I would say they want to go
back to the days of the Biden border
crisis, when you had literally tens and
often hundreds of thousands of illegal
immigrants flooding across our south-
ern border every month. But it seems
Democrats may be looking for some-
thing even worse.

Democrats are also refusing to fund
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, and that is the Agency that re-
moves criminal illegal immigrants
from our country like criminals who
are in our country because of the open
border policies of the Biden adminis-
tration.

Do Democrats really want to go back
to the days when criminal illegal im-
migrants were often allowed to live
freely in our country? We owe it to the
families of Laken Riley and too many
others to keep our communities safe,
and that is what ICE is doing.

The American people support that
mission. Democrats apparently don’t.

I expect we are going to hear Demo-
crats this week talk about reforming
ICE operations. Here is what I don’t
think they are going to talk about: The
White House reformed how ICE oper-
ates on its own months ago. On top of
that, the White House repeatedly of-
fered Democrats a robust package of
legislative reforms, but nothing was
ever enough for Democrats. They kept
moving the goalpost, and eventually
they just walked away.

Democrats may have decided to abdi-
cate their responsibility to fund crucial
government Agencies, but Republicans
will not do the same. As I said, the
budget resolution before us this week
will unlock funding for law enforce-
ment and border security at DHS for
the next 3 years.

For the past year, Republicans have
operated in good faith to fund the Fed-
eral Government with—with—Demo-
crats. We made considerable progress
and, as I said, passed 11 out of the 12
appropriations bills. And we were on
track to pass a bipartisan Department
of Homeland Security funding bill
until Democrats walked away.

I suspect our Democrat colleagues
will cry ‘‘partisanship’—we heard it
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from the Democrat leader this morn-
ing—throughout this process. The
Democrat leader had the gall last week
and this to accuse Republicans of em-
barking on a ‘“‘partisan circus’ to fund
law enforcement and border security.
And it would be funny if those words
were not so hypocritical.

Democrats—and Democrats alone—
alone—have made this process par-
tisan. Republicans bent over backward
to work with them, but it was never
enough. And we have run out of time to
play the Democrats’ games. We have a
job to do, and Republicans are going to
get it done.

I yield the floor.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
RECONCILIATION

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, the
U.S. Border Patrol and our Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement have a
complex and essential role in the lives
of all Americans. They have a big mis-
sion. They arrest drug traffickers, they
arrest terror suspects, they arrest
human traffickers, they save exploited
children, and they secure our border.
This work is absolutely critical to our
Nation’s security.

Not long ago, Democrats actually
agreed with all of those things I said.
In 2019, Senator SCHUMER, the minority
leader—this is what he said to NBC
News.

He said:

ICE does some functions that are very
much needed.

They don’t seem to think that any-
more. Now Senator SCHUMER is leading
the charge to abolish ICE, and he
wants to defund the Border Patrol.
That is because today Democrats care
more about protecting illegal immi-
grant criminals than protecting law-
abiding American citizens.

For more than 2 months, Republicans
have negotiated in good faith to fully
fund critical law enforcement Agencies
in this country. We are done negoti-
ating. We are moving forward alone.
Republicans are going to fund ICE and
Border Patrol without a single Demo-
crat vote. We are not going to concede
a single one of their demands, and
these are demands made by radical
Senate Democrats.

The Senate is going to consider a
budget resolution this week. The reso-
lution is targeted, and it is focused.
Here is what it does:

First, it fully funds and fully sup-
ports the men and women of ICE and
Border Patrol.

Second, it funds them for the next 3
years.
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Third, it gives them more resources
than ever before. ICE receives more
money to protect our communities.
Border Patrol receives more money to
secure our borders. Increased funding
means more law enforcement. It means
more illegal immigrants will be de-
ported as criminals. It means more in-
vestigations into drug cartels and
human traffickers. It means that our
communities will be safer.

It is just common sense. Consider the
commonsense policy changes that Re-
publicans offered and Democrats re-
fused to accept: $20 million to buy body
cameras for agents to wear; Democrats
voted no. More oversight of ICE spend-
ing; Democrats voted no. More money
for deescalation training; Democrats
voted no.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity now has a new leader. It is
Markwayne Mullin—we know him—
from the great State of Oklahoma. At
his confirmation hearing, now-Sec-
retary Mullin committed to working
with Democrats on commonsense re-
forms to immigration enforcement. Al-
most every Democrat still voted
against his confirmation. Why? Not be-
cause they don’t like him personally
but because Democrats don’t want to
reform ICE. They want to abolish ICE.
That is the difference. They want to
abolish our Border Patrol. They want
to defund law enforcement in America.

Here is what Democrats are still de-
manding: Senate Democrats want to
ban ICE agents from wearing masks.
Masks help protect agents and their
families from being doxed by gangs of
radical thugs. We know that open bor-
der groups are publishing the names
and home addresses of agents online.
These dangerous actions are one more
reason that attacks on ICE agents have
been rising dramatically.

These open border Democrats have a
long-term goal. Their goal is to make
life so miserable and so frightening for
the families of ICE and Border Patrol
agents that these highly trained pro-
fessionals quit their jobs. The Demo-
crats’ long-term goal is to undermine
the hiring of new agents and shut them
down completely.

So, today, Republicans are moving
forward to fund law enforcement.

To my Democratic colleagues, you
have lost your war on law enforcement.
You have failed to turn America into
one big sanctuary country, as you have
turned so many cities into sanctuary
cities all across the country. You have
failed to take America backward to the
days of open borders by the Democrats,
when more than 10 million illegal im-
migrants flooded into our country on
the Democrats’ watch. Under Repub-
lican leadership, zero illegal immi-
grants have been released into our
country now in almost a year.

Republicans want ICE and Border Pa-
trol to be able to do their job. Repub-
licans want law enforcement to be
funded. We want American citizens and
American communities to be safe.
Americans deserve safety and security.
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This week, Republicans are delivering
it.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SHEEHY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The minority whip.

———

IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
ENFORCEMENT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, remem-
ber the rallies? President Trump would
stand up at the rallies and say: We are
going to get rid of the ‘“‘worst of the
worst’”” criminals who managed to
sneak into the United States in viola-
tion of our immigration laws—the rap-
ists, the murderers, the terrorists, the
criminally insane, those who are ex-
ploiting our children. That was his
goal, stated over and over again.

But let’s look at the record. Earlier
this month, in the midst of President
Donald Trump’s mass deportation cam-
paign, members of my staff traveled to
Southwest Texas to conduct oversight
of ICE’s Dilley family detention facil-
ity. ICE allowed my staff 2 hours—just
2 hours—for the entire visit and noti-
fied them of the limitation when they
were en route to the facility.

What is ICE and this administration
trying to conceal?

My staff’s visit uncovered serious
issues. Let me tell you some of their
findings.

If the Dilley detention facility
sounds familiar, that is because that is
where ICE held 5-year-old Liam Ramos,
the boy in the blue bunny hat and the
Spiderman backpack, whose image
symbolizes this administration’s inhu-
mane detention agenda as part of their
gross deportation effort.

After public outcry and a Federal
court order, 5-year-old Liam was re-
leased after 10 days, but that is not the
outcome for many children being held
at the Dilley ICE facility.

Hayam El Gamal and her five chil-
dren—ranging in age from 5 to 18—have
been held for nearly a year. That is be-
lieved to be the longest anyone has
been detained during Trump’s second
term.

Hayam’s husband faces serious State
charges for a violent attack in Boulder,
CO, last June. There is no question
that he should face the full weight of
the law. But the FBI and an immigra-
tion judge found Hayam and her chil-
dren engaged in no wrongdoing and had
no prior knowledge of their father’s
horrific actions. Should they be pun-
ished for his crime too?

Just yesterday, a magistrate judge
recommended the family’s habeas peti-
tion be granted. The judge found the
family had been detained in violation
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of their due process rights and rec-
ommended they be released after being
held for nearly 1 year.

The judge ruled:

[TThe government has engaged in proce-
dural maneuvers aimed at thwarting the pos-
sibility of [El Gamal family’s] discretionary
release from the moment they were taken
into custody.

If, despite the judge’s recommenda-
tions, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity still objects to the release of an
innocent woman and her five children,
we know exactly why that is the case.
It is not because they present any dan-
ger to the community or a flight risk.
It is because they are immigrants—
Arab Muslim immigrants at that.

Earlier this year, through their at-
torney, the El Gamal family submitted
to the Senate Judiciary Committee let-
ters and drawings describing their life
inside the Dilley detention facility in
Texas.

In one letter, their 9-year-old child
wrote:

We have been here for 9 months. I really
miss playing with my toys and my watch.
Please get us out of here.

In another, the 16-year-old wrote:

I have seen, with my own eyes, food that
has mold in it. I even saw food with actual
worms.

These are children in a facility run
under Federal contract, paid for by you
and me, the American taxpayers.

The mother has experienced despair
and a recent medical emergency. Only
1 hour after my staff left the facilities,
this mother was rushed to the emer-
gency room in pain. The doctor rec-
ommended she receive an ultrasound.
ICE denied it. Hayam has a history of
cancer. She was denied a recommended
diagnostic procedure. ICE is allowing
this medical neglect, even when so
many people are dying in immigration
detention.

The El Gamal family’s case is an ex-
treme one, but, unfortunately, their
experiences in detention are not un-
common, as there are widespread re-
ports of inhumane conditions at ICE fa-
cilities across the country.

Earlier this month, the peer-reviewed
Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation published a 22-year study of
deaths in ICE custody. Its finding: The
death rate in fiscal year 2026 is the
highest in the entire study period—
higher than any year on record, higher
even than during the COVID outbreak.

And this year alone, 17 people have
already died in immigration detention.
They are people who died in American
custody, many of them from treatable
conditions, such as cardiovascular dis-
ease and infections.

This is happening inside a detention
system that congressional Republicans
injected with $45 billion in the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act, and now the Repub-
licans want to use the partisan budget
reconciliation process to pour even
more money into this system. It is a
system where about 90 percent of de-
tention beds are run by private cor-
porations for profit—not care stand-
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ards but profits—and they hit record
highs last year.

In February, I sent a letter to Sec-
retary Kristi Noem, sounding the
alarm on the dramatic increase in
deaths in ICE detention. While she was
shown the door—and thank goodness
for that—problems at these facilities
and at ICE persist.

The El Gamal family has been at
Dilley for nearly a year. Hayam is a
mother. Her youngest children are 5-
year-old twins. They have done nothing
wrong. It is time for the Federal Gov-
ernment to heed the recommendations
of the magistrate judge and release
them.

As the partial government shutdown
of DHS continues, House Republicans
refuse to even consider the bipartisan
Senate-passed bill to fund all of DHS
except ICE and CBP. Democrats will
not fund cruelty without account-
ability. We will continue to demand
the reforms ICE and CBP require, in-
cluding the end of roving patrols, re-
quiring a judicial warrant to enter
someone’s home and conduct searches,
a uniform code of conduct to restore
trust—one similar to those followed by
police departments in every corner of
this country—and clear identification
and the removal of masks to improve
accountability.

As they prepare to turn to the par-
tisan budget reconciliation process to
fund ICE, Republicans in Congress have
a choice: Demand accountability for
every dollar we give this Agency or
keep signing checks to a slush fund
while people are detained by ICE.

Remember what the President said?
We are going after the ‘“‘worst of the
worst’”’—the terrorists, rapists, mur-
derers, the criminally insane, those
who are exploiting our children.

Does it sound like this family, which
has been waiting in detention for 1
year with no charges, fits into that
category? Of course not.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ARM-
STRONG). The Senator from Montana.

———

RECESS

Mr. SHEEHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the scheduled
recess begin immediately.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:01 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m.
and reassembled when called to order
by the Presiding Officer (Mrs. BRITT).

———

MORNING BUSINESS—Continued
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

———

SAVE AMERICA ACT

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President,
protecting the integrity of elections is
a constitutional principle. That is why
I am a proud cosponsor of the SAVE
America Act requiring a photo ID when
someone goes to vote.
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