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movement, including the survivors of
Chavez’s violence.

The study should consider what sites
and properties are appropriate to in-
clude in a farm labor movement monu-
ment. This is what we need to ensure
that the monument is focused on hon-
oring and reflecting the full story of
the farmworkers movement, not Cesar
Chavez.

I would ask unanimous consent that
the Senator modify his request to in-
clude my amendments at the desk; fur-
ther, that the bill, as amended, be con-
sidered read three times and passed;
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection to the modifications?

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, so if I under-
stand the Senator correctly, on the
same day that two Members of Con-
gress have resigned as a result of sex-
ual misconduct, we are going to not ad-
dress this travesty that Cesar Chavez
has inflicted upon his victims—women
and children—out of concern for the
farmworkers movement.

Now, I am happy to work with the
Senator to try to reflect on that his-
tory, but you can’t separate the name
of Cesar Chavez from this movement
because it is his house, and it is his
grave site and memorial garden.

Our colleague says: Well, we are
going to shut it down and do a study.

Well, that is not good enough. He
also will strip out the money that
would otherwise go to the Debbie
Smith Act, which I have worked on for
many years now, honoring Debbie
Smith, who championed the testing of
rape Kits that had been sitting in evi-
dence lockers for many years. This is a
very important part of our service to
these victims of sexual abuse.

I think it is entirely appropriate that
the money that comes from this monu-
ment go to help fund future victims of
sexual assault.

One of Cesar Chavez’s victims was
just 13 years old when he sexually as-
saulted her in his office, which is where
this site is located. This is literally a
crime scene. He was 45 years old and a
world-famous political figure, but she
was just a child. He used his home of-
fice to rape and molest her repeatedly
over the coming years. She con-
templated suicide and lived in terror
for more than half a century before
coming public about it. But thanks to
her courage and the courage of many
other brave survivors, we now Kknow
the truth about Cesar Chavez.

I say this with all due respect to the
Senator from New Mexico, but his
amendment is an insult to the count-
less victims of Cesar Chavez’s sexual
misconduct. Instead of taking action to
end taxpayer funding celebrating this
predator, for a monument to honor
their abuser, his amendment would
simply require the government to shut
down the monument to public access
while the government does a report. In
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other words, his amendment would ask
my constituents and all Americans to
continue paying their hard-earned
money to preserve this crime scene
celebrating a serial child rapist.

This amendment would also deny jus-
tice to, as I said, future sexual assault
survivors by stopping the redirection of
funds to the Debbie Smith rape Kit
backlog elimination program.

In other words, his amendment would
protect the legacy of Cesar Chavez and
does nothing to honor sexual assault
survivors. This is the kind of political
gamesmanship that makes people hate
Washington—pretending to be con-
cerned about an issue but yet doing
nothing, absolutely nothing, to address
it.

We don’t need a report or a further
study to delay action. We know that
Cesar Chavez’s victims—from his vic-
tims that he was a sexual predator. I
choose to believe those victims, and I
hope the Senator from New Mexico
does as well.

We should completely defund, perma-
nently close, and divest this monument
and use the savings to prevent future
serial rapists from escaping justice.

I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection to the original request?

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, I think
what we agree on is that Cesar Chavez
should not be lionized and his name
should not be associated with a monu-
ment in the United States of America
and a unit of the National Park Serv-
ice.

I also think we should tell that story,
not sweep it under the rug, and more
importantly, tell the stories of the vic-
tims and the stories of the people who
made that movement successful in
standing up for human dignity. We
should engage the survivors. We should
engage all the communities that were
part of that movement. And we should
take this as an opportunity to tell that
story fundamental to the American ex-
perience.

I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, we can
do what the Senator from New Mexico
suggests. We can have a discussion
about what would be an appropriate
way to recognize the contribution of
farmworkers in this country without
honoring a monster in the process.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

WILDFIRE PREVENTION

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to sound the alarm
on a crisis that is a freight train speed-
ing toward the Western United States
in the form of what could be one of the
worst wildfire seasons in modern his-
tory.

I was home in Oregon this month
where I received a fire briefing from of-
ficials in Southern Oregon. What I
heard that day was just jaw-dropping.
Snowpack is at historic lows at home.
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Some parts of the State have less than
10 percent of their normal snowpack.
Our beloved Crater Lake received its
lowest snowpack in 100 years.

At the time when snowpack should
usually be peaking, it is completely
gone less than a month into spring.
Western States, including Oregon, were
already suffering from horrendous
drought, and now this year’s record low
snowfall is going to make it worse.

Simply put, there is no water, and
come summertime, Oregon is going to
be like a tinderbox waiting to go up in
flames. This is a recipe for disaster, but
it has been made even worse by Donald
Trump’s failed leadership when it
comes to preparing us to deal with
wildfires. Last year, for example,
DOGE took a sledgehammer to Federal
wildfire programs.

Between funding cuts that bullied
Federal employees into taking early
retirement and pressure campaigns to
leave public service, it was a tough
time. Mr. President, 1,400 qualified fire-
fighters left the Forest Service in the
first year of the Trump Presidency.

These are known as red card holders.
They might work in other areas of the
Forest Service as technical support.
They might work in administrative
roles, but they are trained, qualified
firefighters who can be called up in
particularly bad years. That is this
one.

And to make matters worse, fire-
fighting personnel were caught in the
crosshairs of Trump and Vance’s immi-
gration agenda of chaos and cruelty.
While immigrants put their lives on
the line to battle fires, Trump’s immi-
gration enforcement officers were actu-
ally arresting them and removing them
from the fire line. Let me repeat that
so there is no confusion: arresting fire-
fighters in the middle of fighting
fires—the safety of our communities be
damned as long as Donald Trump gets
a FOX News segment. These are immi-
grants who chose to put their lives on
the line to defend all of us. And how
were they repaid? Donald Trump repaid
them by arresting them on the
frontlines and throwing them in deten-
tion centers while the fires were actu-
ally still raging.

Locking up firefighters isn’t an im-
migration agenda that makes us safer.
It is so self-sabotaging, it makes your
head spin.

The fact is, Donald Trump has actu-
ally kneecapped the ability to reduce
fire risks altogether. Thinning and pre-
scribed fire are proven, science-backed
tools to reduce the risk in the woods.
Each year, during the colder months,
hazardous fuel treatment is conducted
to reduce the build up of fuels in our
forests that act as kindling for fires
during the summer.

Last year, I asked the Trump admin-
istration for an update on how much
treatment they had actually done in
the woods. The Forest Service Chief
confirmed to me in September that the
administration’s treatment levels were
roughly a million acres below previous
years.
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Just a few weeks later, Donald
Trump plunged us into the longest gov-
ernment shutdown in the country’s his-
tory. That put hazardous fuel treat-
ment on hold and set treatment levels
back even more.

Now, last week, I got another letter
from the Chief confirming the current
treatment levels remain significantly
behind their levels at the end of 2024.

So the administration wants to call
this a win, saying they almost met
their treatment goals. Here is some
breaking news for Donald Trump: It is
easy to do a victory lap about your
achievements when you set the bar on
the floor.

So here is the current lay of the land:
Hazardous fuel treatment levels are
down millions of acres. The Forest
Service is still down 1,400 firefighters
and countless other employees. Budget
cuts have yet to be restored. Oregon
and the rest of the West have massive
fuels buildup in our forests and no
water.

So what are Donald Trump and his
assistants doing? It sure isn’t staffing
up the Forest Service with qualified
firefighters.

It is not making sure States have
enough money to prepare for the blazes
to come.

It is not keeping up our forests to re-
duce fire risks.

It sure as hell isn’t funding FEMA,
the Agency that plays a critical role in
helping our communities recover from
wildfires and remains mostly shut
down under the failed leadership of
Donald Trump. In fact, Donald Trump
has so slashed staffing at FEMA, cut-
ting the Agency’s ability to respond to
emergencies, that we are concerned
about the days ahead after watching
what happened with the floods in Texas
Hill Country last summer.

Donald Trump is play-acting as a dic-
tator, starting illegal wars in the Mid-
dle East. And now he wants Congress to
give him $200 billion so that he can
keep bombing Iran.

I am going to wrap up by saying it
this way: Let’s use that $200 billion
here at home. Let’s use it to manage
the forests.

You should know that the picture
that I have painted of my State also
looks like it is going to affect some-
thing like two-thirds of the West, and I
know my colleague is interested in fol-
lowing that.

We should be reducing the risk of
fires that burn down homes and liveli-
hoods. Let’s use the money that Donald
Trump wants to put into the war to
hire and pay the courageous fire-
fighters that put their lives on the line
every year, lives that we always care
about, especially because they are pro-
tecting our communities.

True to form, Donald Trump always
finds a way to make things worse. Just
last week, in the midst of the brewing
catastrophe I have described, Donald
Trump announced he is going to dis-
mantle the U.S. Forest Service. At my
11 townhall meetings across the State
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here over the break, I heard about this
recently.

The Agency is the one that is in
charge of preparing for and fighting
wildfires, and Donald Trump is doing
away with existing experts and au-
thorities from the region to, no doubt,
be replaced with people who will do his
own bidding.

So Donald Trump defunded 57 re-
search stations dedicated to research-
ing the impact of drought and forest
management on wildfire risk. The ad-
ministration called it a harmless reor-
ganization.

Anybody with a pulse can see this for
what it really is: an intentional stunt
to kneecap firefighting capabilities and
leave Oregonians literally in the line of
fire.

Come summertime when these blazes
are strong, the Forest Service will be
in complete upheaval, too busy rear-
ranging offices and desk chairs to fight
fires. I guess that is what Donald
Trump intended in the first place.

This is like needing open-heart sur-
gery, and a few weeks before your oper-
ation, learning that the hospital has
replaced your heart surgeon with Han-
nibal Lecter.

It is another casualty of the Trump
crusade to sell off our forests and pub-
lic lands to billionaires and corpora-
tions.

The bottom line, Mr. President—and
you and I have talked about this—pub-
lic lands are just that, they are public.
Once you sell them off, you can’t get
them back.

Donald Trump doesn’t care as long as
his billionaire buddies and the Epstein
class get to build their own personal
resorts.

I will close with this. Donald Trump
campaigned on cheaper eggs and lower
gas prices. Instead, aided and abetted
by Republicans in the Congress, he is
doing everything to drive up costs and,
as I am pointing out with respect to
the West, making Americans less safe.
Winners under the Trump Presidency
are the people at the very top, the cor-
porations and the Epstein class. He
sure as hell isn’t looking out for the
working people who feel like they are
getting pushed off an economic tight-
rope.

When our communities are ablaze
this summer, there is going to be no
time to waste, no time to wait for the
training of new firefighters because
Donald Trump fired everybody who was
qualified, no time to do fire risk reduc-
tion work. Donald Trump has set West-
ern States up for failure this fire sea-
son, and I very, very much fear the
outcome in the West will be cata-
strophic.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, DC.
CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION TRANSMITTAL
LETTER

Please find enclosed the following notifica-
tion from the Department of State.

Department Notification Number:
26-0E.

Pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (AECA), as amended, we are for-
warding Transmittal No. 26-0E. This notifi-
cation relates to enhancements or upgrades
from the level of sensitivity of technology or
capability described in the Section 36(b)(1)
AECA certification 14-16 of June 16, 2014.

Recipients:

Speaker of the House of Representatives

House Committee on Foreign Affairs

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

Sincerely,
PAUL D. GUAGLIANONE,
Senior Bureau Official,
Bureau of Legislative Affairs.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 26—0E

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.

36(b)(5)(C), AECA)

(i) (U) Prospective Purchaser: Government
of Singapore.

(i) (U) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal
No.: 14-16; Date: June 16, 2014; Implementing
Agency: Air Force.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) (U) Description: On June 16, 2014, Con-
gress was notified by congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 14-16 of the pos-
sible sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the
AECA, of follow-on support and services for
Singapore’s Continental United States
(CONUS) detachment PEACE CARVIN II (F-
16) based at Luke Air Force Base (AFB) for
a five-year period. MDE consisted of 80
CATM-9M Captive Air Training Missiles
(This item was incorrectly listed as MDE and
this was changed in future documents). Also
included: jet fuel, containers, publications
and technical documentation; tactics manu-
als and academic instruction; maintenance;
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