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Could I have that grit? Could I have 
that love for this unbelievable country 
and my comrades that are right with 
me? 

I don’t know. It takes something that 
not many have, and we should honor 
them beyond belief. 

The reason I asked these gentlemen 
to stand was simply just this: Today— 
today—something happened to me 
that, to be perfectly honest, I may 
have thought was getting to be semi- 
impossible. And that was just this: 
People from both sides of the aisle ac-
tually talked to one another. I had an 
amazing conversation with Ranking 
Member MARTIN HEINRICH. We sat, and 
we built some level of trust and com-
munication. 

Now, we are always going to fight 
with one another; we know that. But at 
the end of the day, these four—and for 
all the other 3,500 almost—today, we 
did something that, in all fairness, 
these four an hour and a half ago would 
have thought wasn’t going to happen. 

So I am going to fast-forward and 
read something that we all thought 
was semi-impossible. 

But to others on the other side of the 
aisle—you know, Senator SHAHEEN; 
you know, Senator PADILLA; to abso-
lutely our great chairman of ENR, you 
know, Senator LEE, who I am so thank-
ful that we just talked—for God’s sakes 
of living, we just talked, and lo and be-
hold: wham, bam, bam. This monument 
that we have wanted to put on our Na-
tional Mall that I am going to ask for 
your unanimous consent in just a sec-
ond, absolutely we are there. No one 
would have believed it. No one really 
thought it. 

These people have given so much, and 
we needed to stand up for them, and, lo 
and behold, today, maybe just a lot of 
lessons—lessons maybe that we all 
ought to listen to, and that is just this: 
If we talked and we trusted and we ab-
solutely told the truth to one another, 
there may just be passage of lots and 
lots and lots of stuff that we should be 
doing here. 

That is what we should be doing. I al-
ways call the voters Toby and Edith. 
But Toby and Edith need us. They need 
us in the worst way. 

I would say, someway, somehow, we 
have got to tone down and stop a little 
bit of the food fight. 

So right now—now, get this; get 
this—this is what I am reading to you 
right now. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources be discharged 
and the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of the following 
bills en bloc; that the substitute- 
amendment at the desk to S. 858 be 
considered and agreed to; and that the 
bills, as amended, if amended, where 
applicable, be considered read a third 
time and passed en bloc; and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table, all en 
bloc: my bill, S. 858, the Hershel 
‘Woody’ Williams National Medal of 

Honor Monument Location Act, and S. 
1142 the Scarper Ridge Golden Gate Na-
tional Recreation Area Boundary Ad-
justment Act, from Senator PADILLA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources was discharged of the 
relevant bills, and the Senate pro-
ceeded to consider the bills en bloc, as 
follows: 

f 

HERSHEL ‘WOODY’ WILLIAMS NA-
TIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 
MONUMENT LOCATION ACT 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 858) to authorize the National 
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to 
establish a commemorative work on 
the National Mall to honor the extraor-
dinary acts of valor, selfless service, 
and sacrifice displayed by Medal of 
Honor recipients. 

The amendment (No. 4784), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hershel 
‘Woody’ Williams National Medal of Honor 
Monument Location Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR MONUMENT 

LOCATION. 
(a) SITE.—Notwithstanding section 8908(c) 

of title 40, United States Code, the com-
memorative work authorized by section 1(a) 
of Public Law 117–80 (40 U.S.C. 8903 note) 
shall be located within the Reserve (as de-
fined in section 8902(a) of title 40, United 
States Code). 

(b) APPLICABILITY OF COMMEMORATIVE 
WORKS ACT.—Except as provided in sub-
section (a), chapter 89 of title 40, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Com-
memorative Works Act’’), shall apply to the 
commemorative work. 

The bill (S. 858), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

SCARPER RIDGE GOLDEN GATE 
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT ACT 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 1142) to adjust the boundaries of 
the Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area to include the Scarper Ridge 
property, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 1142 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Scarper 
Ridge Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Boundary Adjustment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SCARPER RIDGE BOUNDARY ADJUST-

MENT. 
Section 2(a)(2) of Public Law 92–589 (16 

U.S.C. 460bb–1(a)(2)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(F) Land generally depicted as ‘Pro-
posed Boundary Addition’ on the map enti-

tled ‘Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Proposed Boundary Addition’, numbered 641/ 
193973, and dated July 2024.’’. 

Mr. JUSTICE. How about that, guys? 
Now we are rolling. 

So at the end of the day, I could go 
through this wonderful speech that I 
had, but really and truly, we are there. 
God bless each and every one of those 
unbelievable heroes that have delivered 
for this great Nation. 

And, Madam President, I thank you 
so much. It has been a big-time honor 
flying with you. So proud—can’t be 
more proud than I am right now. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-

dent, I so appreciate our colleague 
from West Virginia and his commit-
ment to our Nation’s veterans and 
today, on Medal of Honor Day, that he 
was taking the time to recognize them. 
We are grateful for that and grateful 
for their service and their sacrifice, 
and know that we are able to continue 
the work we do for our great Nation be-
cause of the service that they have ren-
dered to our Nation. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
Madam President, on Monday, I had 

the honor of joining President Trump 
in Memphis. This was his first visit to 
our great State after launching the 
Memphis Safe Task Force, last year. 

And we were so thrilled with this. 
The task force has been working in 
Memphis for the last 6 months. And as 
we put that task force into place, what 
we saw is a city that has really trans-
formed for the better. 

Now, the reason the task force came 
to be is because Memphis, TN, in 2024 
had the highest per capita crime rate 
of any city in this country. There were 
over 100 gangs that were there, vehicle 
thefts, carjackings, cargo theft. The 
list went on and on—aggravated as-
sault, violent crime, murder. 

What we saw was a rising crime rate, 
and regardless of how much energy 
local law enforcement put into this, ap-
prehending criminals, there was a 
Soros-backed DA. It was a revolving 
door, and nothing seemed to get better. 

Well, as Kash Patel and AG Bondi 
came before me before their Judiciary 
Committee hearings, I presented each 
of them with a crime stat sheet. These 
were the crime stats of Memphis. 

I asked for their help. They com-
mitted for their help. At their hear-
ings, they publicly committed for that 
help. And last summer, we started Op-
eration Viper, and then, what we saw 
was a success. And because of that Op-
eration Viper success with the FBI 
working with local police, then, last 
September, we started the Memphis 
Safe Task Force. 

It is local, State, and Federal elected 
officials working with local, State, and 
Federal agencies, all working together: 
the mayor of Memphis; Chief Davis, the 
chief of police; our National Guard; 
Tennessee Highway Patrol; Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigations; 30 Federal 
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Agencies; our U.S. marshal; our U.S. 
attorney. And, yes, a difference is 
being made. 

Residents had talked a lot about 
Memphis in 2024. They honestly could 
not walk outside their houses. Kids 
could not play outside. They were con-
cerned about being robbed, assaulted, 
murdered, and seeing criminal gangs 
turn their community into a war zone. 

Now, the fact that we have had such 
success in Memphis in dropping that 
crime rate by nearly 50 percent—50 per-
cent—we are the example, the model, 
of how you can get in behind this and 
change what is happening with crime. 

Some of the stats are that we have 
seen a 40-percent drop in sexual assault 
in Memphis, a 56-percent drop in rob-
bery, a 68-percent drop in motor vehi-
cle theft, a 36-percent drop in murder. 

That is what happens when your 
mayor, your police chief, and your 
agencies are working in partnership 
getting criminals off the streets. 

Now, since September, these com-
bined agencies have made over 9,000 ar-
rests, and more than 3,300 of those were 
for violent criminals, violent offenders. 

Among them are hundreds of warrant 
arrests for domestic violence, aggra-
vated assault, weapons crimes, as well 
as dozens more for sexual assault and 
homicide. These criminals are among 
the worst of the worst. 

In late February, in 1 day, the au-
thorities arrested a 26-year-old woman 
wanted for killing a 2-year-old baby. 
You know, that is pretty hard to hear. 
The Presiding Officer and I are 
grandmamas. We love these little ones. 
Hard to fathom somebody would kill a 
2-year-old. This is the type criminal 
they have taken off the streets. They 
also arrested a 23-year-old man facing 
charges of first-degree murder, aggra-
vated robbery, aggravated assault, and 
reckless endangerment with a deadly 
weapon and a 24-year-old man wanted 
for drug distribution and possession of 
prohibited firearms. 

Members of the task force are work-
ing every single day to apprehend these 
individuals, and while they are appre-
hending them, they have recovered 
more than 2,200 illegal firearms, 1,200 
stolen vehicles, and—get this—they 
have rescued more than 150 missing 
children. 

You know, in the Biden administra-
tion, they lost track of about 500 chil-
dren. Everyone said: Well, where are 
these children? What could have hap-
pened? 

Because of the good work of these 
Federal, State, and local agencies and 
law enforcement, yes, indeed, 150 miss-
ing children. 

This operation has been so successful 
in Memphis. It really ought not to sur-
prise anyone in this Chamber. Sixty- 
two percent of Memphis citizens say 
the initiative has been effective at re-
ducing crime, and 86 percent support 
hiring more police officers. 

Imagine that. Everybody working to-
gether regardless of your political 
party, regardless of whether you are 

State, local, Federal. You have 86 per-
cent of the population of the city say-
ing: Let’s do more of this. 

Seventy-seven percent say: Let’s 
build a new jail so we can keep these 
criminals off the street. 

I am incredibly optimistic about the 
future of Memphis. 

I am so grateful to President Trump, 
Director Patel, AG Bondi, and Sec-
retary Hegseth, along with all the 
other Federal Agencies, for their com-
mitment. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
Madam President, you know, as we 

have heard on the floor today, it is the 
40th day of the Democrats’ shutdown of 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

This is already one of the longest 
shutdowns in our Nation’s history, and 
what we know is that our DHS employ-
ees have gone 46 percent of this fiscal 
year without a paycheck. This is some-
thing that is immoral. 

Our colleagues across the aisle have 
voted not once or twice but seven 
times not to fund our DHS employees. 
So I think that it is incredible that 
they are doing this because they have 
two goals, and we know these are their 
goals because they have been on TV 
talking about this. They have talked to 
their base about these goals. 

Goal No. 1, abolish ICE. They are all 
about it. They want to abolish ICE. 

Goal No. 2, they want to defund law 
enforcement. Now, they have been on 
this for years. They had told their base 
that they were going to find a way to 
do this, so they think that not paying 
TSA workers is a way to do this. They 
think that not paying DHS employees 
is a way to get to their goal. 

Well, they are sadly mistaken, and 
the American people are figuring this 
out, that what they are doing in order 
to punish ICE for upholding the rule of 
law and removing violent criminals 
from communities—that it is OK to 
make people hurt, to make people suf-
fer. I think that it is so immoral, what 
they are doing. 

Now, of course, they are fully aware 
that ICE is funded through 2029. If they 
had read the Working Families Tax 
Cut, the Big Beautiful Bill, they would 
be aware of this. But, no, they didn’t 
take the time to read the good things 
that were in that bill because they had 
made their minds up. They were going 
to vote no. Regardless of what hap-
pened, they were going to vote no. 

So they think it is OK to punish Se-
cret Service agents, TSA officers, 
coastguardsmen, our cyber security 
professionals, and our homeland secu-
rity investigators so that they can try 
to abolish ICE. 

Now, President Trump is doing ev-
erything he can to alleviate the pain 
the Democrats are causing. You see Re-
publicans have made concessions. 

It was: We want a change of leader-
ship at DHS. 

Well, that change has taken place. 
We want to end the Minnesota surge 

with ICE. 
That has ended. 

We want to end roving patrols. 
That has been done. 
We want to change policies around 

protesters. We want to change policies 
at detention facilities. 

All of that has been done. 
Body cameras—that has been done. 
What they continue to do is move the 

goalposts. Nothing is ever good enough 
because the only thing they want— 
abolish ICE and defund law enforce-
ment. 

So regardless of what we bring for-
ward, regardless of what is offered, 
they have decided they are a big, fat, 
whopping no. 

They do not give a ripping flip what 
happens to TSA agents and their fami-
lies—people that are sleeping in cars, 
people that can’t pay their mortgage, 
people that can’t pay for childcare, 
people that are not able to go to work 
because of this. They are not concerned 
about the 450 agents that have already 
turned in their badges and said: We 
can’t hack this. We have to have a job 
where we are paid every time we go to 
work for every hour we work rather 
than being paid 46 percent of the time. 

I think it is so important that we re-
alize they are standing up for illegal 
aliens. You know, they are standing up 
for criminals like Jose Medina-Medina, 
who was charged last week with shoot-
ing and killing Sheridan Gorman, an 
18-year-old college student at Loyola 
University in Chicago who was out 
walking with her friends. 

There was a Chicago alderman who 
said: This was a kid in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. 

How totally insensitive and dis-
gusting can that be. I will tell you who 
was in the wrong place—it was an ille-
gal alien who had a rap sheet, who 
came here under the Biden administra-
tion. He goes out and is charged with 
theft within a couple of weeks of being 
here, and the revolving door starts for 
him. 

I think you have to look at this— 
somebody that is a repeat offender. 
They have no right to be here. And 
that guy, that alleged killer from Ven-
ezuela, should never have been any-
where near that young woman. 

I think it is also important that we 
look at the fact that there is new lead-
ership at DHS. 

Our colleagues should be willing to 
fund DHS and stop repeatedly voting to 
shut the thing down and support the 
rule of law in this country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
SAVE AMERICA ACT 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, 
only U.S. citizens should be voting in 
U.S. elections. That is not a controver-
sial statement; that is common sense. 
And Republicans believe in that state-
ment. We believe we need to protect 
voting in our elections. But I think our 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
want to make those elections less se-
cure. This is against the will of most 
Americans and against the will of their 
own voters. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:34 Mar 26, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G25MR6.034 S25MRPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1607 March 25, 2026 
The SAVE America Act is simple: It 

requires proof of citizenship to register 
to vote and requires a photo ID when 
you go to cast a ballot. Common sense. 
It has overwhelming public support, 
but Democrats stand in opposition. 

The polling numbers are clear. A re-
cent CBS News poll shows that 80 per-
cent of Americans support requiring a 
photo ID to vote, and that includes 65 
percent of Democrats. A Pew Research 
Center poll finds that 83 percent of vot-
ers support photo ID at the polls, and 
that includes 71 percent of Democrats. 
Sixty-six percent of Americans support 
requiring documents showing proof of 
citizenship in order to register to vote. 

Proof of citizenship is required when 
you apply for government benefits. It 
is required when you join the military. 
Every single job in this country re-
quires new hires to fill out a form I–9 
proving they are eligible to work here. 
Americans show photo ID to drive a 
car, to pick up their kids early from 
school, to check into a hotel, to pur-
chase cold medicine at the pharmacy, 
to board a plane, and to get a library 
card. If we expect this of Americans in 
these instances, why on Earth 
shouldn’t we expect it when they vote? 

We have applied this program in my 
home State of Nebraska. In 2023, Ne-
braska adopted a law through the 
voter-driven initiative process requir-
ing voters to provide an ID with their 
name and photo when they vote. There 
are a lot of acceptable forms of ID in 
Nebraska: a driver’s license, a State ID 
card, a U.S. passport, a military ID, a 
Tribal ID. My State of Nebraska found 
a sensible way to verify voters’ iden-
tity without restricting access for eli-
gible voters. In fact, Nebraskans can 
get an ID and a certified copy of their 
birth certificate at no cost if they 
don’t have one. 

Here in Washington, Democrats have 
spent the past few weeks waffling on 
this issue. In fact, Senator SCHUMER re-
cently announced that Democrats do 
support voter ID. You know, that is 
great. Vote for it. 

My colleague Senator HUSTED, a 
former chief election official in his 
home State of Ohio, decided to take 
Senator SCHUMER at his word. 

He offered a clean, basic photo ID 
bill, just a simple requirement to show 
voter ID at the polls: a driver’s license, 
a military ID, a Tribal ID, or a pass-
port. 

Well, guess what happened? The 
Democrats blocked it. They are com-
pletely unserious on this issue. They 
are out of step with the majority of 
Americans. The stakes couldn’t be 
higher. America’s election integrity is 
on the line. The SAVE America Act is 
a commonsense solution, proof of citi-
zenship to register and photo ID to 
vote. 

Every Democrat will be put on the 
record, and the American people will be 
watching. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the SAVE America Act. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 

as we stand here in the comfort of the 
U.S. Capitol on this beautiful spring 
day, men and women are in harm’s 
way, serving this country, sacrificing 
for our defense in the Middle East. 

And I emphasize women, as well as 
men, are bravely and steadfastly sacri-
ficing away from their families, away 
from their homes, away from the com-
fort that we take for granted. 

Women are the fastest growing demo-
graphic in our military. They are per-
forming combat tasks, as well as sup-
port. They are serving in every aspect 
of our U.S. military, and we are the 
better for it. 

We have encouraged more women to 
join the ranks of our military because 
of the tremendous talent, energy, pa-
triotism, insight, compassion, and loy-
alty that they bring to service. And 
now, we are betraying them. Now, we 
are constricting the healthcare avail-
able to them, purposefully, simply out 
of ideological bias. 

On New Year’s Eve, the Trump ad-
ministration greeted 2026 by quietly, 
indeed secretively, implementing a 
near-total abortion ban at the VA. It is 
a new policy that targets women vet-
erans, many of them survivors of sex-
ual assault or with service-connected 
disabilities or conditions. Shamefully, 
they rob those veterans of access to es-
sential healthcare, hundreds of thou-
sands of them, even when their 
healthcare is at risk or they have been 
raped. 

In the post-Dobbs world, this new 
policy is dangerous, and it is cruel. It 
severely jeopardizes women veterans’ 
health and safety. It prioritizes culture 
wars and political games over our Na-
tion’s heroes. It disrespects and endan-
gers more than 462,000 women of repro-
ductive age, and that number is grow-
ing because more women are serving. 
They are enrolled in the VA healthcare 
system, and they live in States where 
there are abortion bans or restrictions. 
So the VA is their only source of 
healthcare when it comes to abortion. 

On behalf of these women, I urge pas-
sage today of my Congressional Review 
Act resolution to overturn this abhor-
rent new policy, which imposes not 
only a ban on reproductive rights care 
but also counseling. It is a gag order 
imposed on healthcare providers who 
should be free to advise and guide 
women in making these life-changing 
decisions about what to do with their 
own bodies, and this counseling is nec-
essary for them to make those deci-
sions about what to do with their fu-
tures. 

And sometimes, they may be advised 
to have children when they may be 
doubtful about it. The point is that 
politicians shouldn’t be dictating to 
our Nation’s heroes—our veterans— 
what kind of futures and decisions 
about their families they should be 
making. It should be those women vet-
erans consulting doctors. 

A ban with the primary purpose of 
preventing women veterans to receive 

abortion care or counseling, even if 
they are victims of rape or incest, even 
if their health is at risk, is absolutely 
disgusting and dangerous. And keep in 
mind healthcare should include abor-
tion. Abortion is healthcare. 
Healthcare is a human right, and it is 
not just care but also counseling. It is 
simply no way to treat veterans who 
have raised their right hand and been 
willing to die for their country and 
who right now are, in fact, in harm’s 
way, serving their country. 

Last month, I joined women veterans 
to discuss the practical impact of this 
rule. I want to talk about some of their 
stories and read some of what they had 
to say because they bravely shared the 
practical impacts, and they highlight 
the human impact of this administra-
tion’s archaic and perilous policy. 

Alex, for example, is an Air Force 
veteran and a sexual assault survivor. 
During her second miscarriage, she was 
not provided with the care she needed, 
and it nearly cost her her life. 

Alex and her husband are terrified to 
get pregnant again in light of her expe-
rience when she nearly bled to death 
when suffering a miscarriage and care 
was denied to her. An OB–GYN finally 
intervened. She was horrified when she 
learned the severity of her situation, 
but it potentially compromised her fer-
tility. 

In her own words: 
Due to complex service-connected health 

conditions, pregnancy is very high risk for 
me. In order to get pregnant again, I need to 
know I can trust my doctors. I need the abil-
ity to have difficult, in-depth conversations 
with them, that they are with my health and 
I every step of the way, and will without hes-
itation step in to save my life and fertility if 
something goes wrong. However, with this 
new ban, I no longer have that faith in the 
VA . . . As a result, my husband and I may 
never get to realize our dream anymore. 

For all of us, both sides of the aisle, 
both views—or many different views on 
abortion—this story ought to be heart-
breaking. A couple who wants to have 
children and needs advice and coun-
seling is denied it because of this pol-
icy. 

Another veteran I met, Lauren, was 
denied the lifesaving care she needed 
when experiencing a miscarriage under 
the VA’s previous abortion ban before 
the administration stepped in to ex-
pand veterans’ access to healthcare. 
She was denied care from a community 
care provider when having a mis-
carriage. She was eventually able to 
get that care elsewhere. She stressed 
the danger of being denied the life-
saving care at the moment she needed 
it from the VA. 

And in her own words: 
Unfortunately, this has been a reality for 

so many across the country, but what’s hap-
pened to me isn’t isolated. As a former com-
bat medic, I hear from so many women vet-
erans with similar reproductive issues trig-
gered during service, ranging from a wide 
array of environmental and occupational 
factors to include toxic exposure. 

And she said: 
I served our country and was promised 

comprehensive health care for disabilities I 
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incurred in service, which includes abortion 
care. Instead, radical ideologies have infil-
trated our clinics. 

Denying victims of rape or incest the 
essential care they need is an insult, 
but it is more than an insult. It is an 
injury to veterans who put their lives 
on the line to serve our great Nation, 
which has made a promise to them. It 
is a promise it makes to men, as well 
as women, that they will receive the 
healthcare they need from the VA. It is 
a promise that a great Nation cannot 
break. 

Today, we have the opportunity to 
right this heartbreaking wrong. We can 
overturn this cruel, misguided policy 
by passing our Congressional Review 
Act resolution. 

And to my Republican colleagues, let 
me just say: If you believe women vet-
erans ought to be denied healthcare, if 
you believe we should break our prom-
ise to them, if you believe that this 
cruel, dangerous policy should be sus-
tained, I understand you will vote 
against this. 

But I am hoping that you believe in 
protecting women veterans who have 
been raped or whose health is at risk, 
and the only way you can prove it is by 
supporting this resolution. Prove it 
today because these veterans deserve 
action, not just words or rhetoric or 
empty promises. 

Open your eyes to the horror of this 
policy as it affects individual women 
veterans who need this healthcare. 
Please join us in overturning this abso-
lutely abhorrent policy. 

I am grateful to colleagues who have 
joined me on the floor today. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Hawaii. 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I would 

be happy to yield to my colleague from 
New Hampshire Mrs. SHAHEEN if she 
would like to go before me. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Go ahead. 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, for 125 

years, women have bravely served in 
our Armed Forces, risking their lives 
to defend our country and to protect 
our national security. 

Today, more than 2 million—2 mil-
lion—women veterans live in the 
United States—women Trump has ig-
nored. Basically, he has turned his 
back on them by denying them access 
to abortion care and counseling. 

Abortion care is critical care, often 
lifesaving healthcare, as noted by my 
colleague just now. That is why, after 
the Supreme Court’s disastrous Dobbs 
decision, the VA responded by enabling 
women veterans to access abortion 
counseling and care. 

But last December, the VA, under 
different leadership and thinking they 
could get away with it, quietly imple-
mented a near-total abortion ban at 
the VA even in cases of rape, incest, or 
when a pregnancy endangers the vet-
eran’s life. It is not an exaggeration to 
call this change in VA policy yet an-
other front in Trump’s war on women. 

Over 450,000 of the women veterans of 
reproductive age who receive VA care 

live in States with abortion bans or re-
strictions. Because of Trump’s extreme 
policy, these women are now out of op-
tions and with nowhere to turn, in re-
ality, for abortion care. These are vet-
erans, as I mentioned, who bravely risk 
their lives for our country, who have 
the expectation that their country will 
take care of them when they return to 
civilian life—not so under this regime. 
Instead, the Agency tasked with ensur-
ing the health of our veterans is will-
fully risking their health and lives all 
because of its ideological agenda. 

We owe it to our women veterans and 
all veterans to provide them with the 
healthcare they need and earn, not to 
mention deserve. That is why Senate 
Democrats have introduced legislation 
to overturn this life-threatening policy 
at the VA and restore access to the 
care our veterans deserve. 

Tonight, every Senator will go on the 
record to make clear whether they care 
more about the well-being of our vet-
erans or the political cruelty of Donald 
Trump. As the regime attempts to 
score cheap political points and place 
the lives of thousands of women at 
risk, I urge my colleagues to join in re-
storing access to essential healthcare 
for these veterans. 

I want to add to the examples pro-
vided by my colleague Senator 
BLUMENTHAL. Our women veterans, in 
their service to our country, are ex-
posed to toxic fumes and other environ-
mental and surface conditions that re-
quire comprehensive healthcare. As I 
mentioned, they are exposed to condi-
tions that maybe in the normal course, 
other women who are not in our serv-
ices are exposed to. So our women vet-
erans require comprehensive 
healthcare, and that is what we are 
asking for. Of course, that care in-
cludes abortion care. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-

TICE). The Senator from New Hamp-
shire. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleague from Hawaii both 
for her eloquent statements and for her 
willingness to let me go ahead of her. I 
appreciate that, but she was here first. 

I come to the floor today to join my 
colleagues Senator BLUMENTHAL, Sen-
ator HIRONO, and so many others in 
this caucus because after years of re-
lentless attacks on reproductive free-
doms nationwide, what we are seeing 
from our colleagues here in Congress 
and the Trump administration is that 
they have now set their sights on our 
Nation’s veterans, those who have dedi-
cated their lives in service to our coun-
try. 

The Trump administration’s new pol-
icy that we are voting to overturn 
today isn’t just extreme; it is flat-out 
dangerous. Republicans and Democrats 
alike have committed to doing every-
thing we can to uphold the basic prom-
ises we have made to our Nation’s vet-
erans. So we have to ask: Why is this 
administration bending over backward 
to further erode the freedoms our vet-

erans risk their lives to protect by rip-
ping away the basic, essential 
healthcare that women need? 

After the Dobbs decision, the VA 
took a basic but critical step to protect 
the health of veterans and their fami-
lies by providing them access to 
healthcare in a very specific set of cir-
cumstances—tragic instances like 
when our veterans have been victims of 
rape, when they have experienced in-
cest, or when their lives or their health 
has been directly in danger—because 
when the Supreme Court overturned 
Roe v. Wade and diminished the repro-
ductive freedoms that women have en-
joyed for half a century, it was clear 
that the Federal Government needed to 
take action to make it easier, not 
harder, for the hundreds of thousands 
of young women who have served our 
country to be able to access basic 
healthcare when they need it the 
most—veterans who have often waited 
until after their military service to 
start a family and now must question 
whether it is going to be safe for them 
to do so, veterans who are now facing 
the most restrictive abortion ban 
across the Federal Government. 

This policy doesn’t just prevent those 
brave Americans from receiving care 
under dire and heartbreaking cir-
cumstances; it actually prevents them 
from receiving basic counseling about 
their health as well. As my colleagues 
have already pointed out, this ban on 
abortion counseling means that VA 
providers can’t discuss pregnancy op-
tions with their patients. 

While the VA claims they will always 
save a veteran’s life, their own internal 
guidance is so vague that providers will 
be forced to make impossible decisions. 
In this case, the lack of planning and 
specificity will leave it up to the VA to 
make split-second decisions about an 
urgent medical need based on very 
murky guidelines. 

At every turn, this administration 
has pushed forward dangerous policies 
intended to threaten access to full re-
productive care. That is why I am call-
ing on our colleagues across the aisle 
to show some common sense and to re-
alize that we can’t repay those vet-
erans who have already sacrificed so 
much for their country with a policy 
that puts their lives in danger, particu-
larly at a time when one in three of our 
Nation’s female veterans has reported 
experiencing military sexual trauma 
over the course of their service. 

Let me repeat that because I think 
that is a staggering statistic. One in 
three of our Nation’s female veterans 
has reported experiencing military sex-
ual trauma during their service. 

These brave women deserve better 
than the carelessness of this adminis-
tration refusing to give them full ac-
cess to reproductive health care. We 
can’t sit back and abandon them when 
they need it the most. We can’t sit 
back and watch as reproductive free-
doms slip away because access to nec-
essary, lifesaving reproductive care 
should not be left to chance or the 
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split-second decision of a provider. It 
should be a fundamental right, espe-
cially in the United States of America, 
where we have a Constitution that says 
that all people are created equal. Now, 
I know it says ‘‘all men are created 
equal,’’ but I think, since the founding 
of this country, that has been expanded 
to the understanding that we are talk-
ing about all of the citizens of this 
country. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
in just minutes, we will vote on Cal-
endar No. 338, S.J. Res. 103, which will 
reverse the indecent, unjust policy that 
this administration implemented se-
cretively on New Year’s Eve. 

I ask my colleagues to keep in their 
minds and thoughts and hearts the 
women veterans who have devoted so 
much to this country and who continue 
to serve and sacrifice as we speak. 

I ask them to keep in mind the fe-
male service officer who was raped be-
fore transitioning out of the military 
service and who learned she was preg-
nant after enrolling in the VA’s 
healthcare system. She is no longer 
covered by the VA to have an abortion. 
If she were still on Active Duty, the 
Department of Defense would pay for 
or perform the abortion. If she worked 
for the VA, her Federal employee 
healthcare insurance would pay for the 
abortion. If she were someone serving 
in a Federal prison, her abortion would 
be covered. But because she is an en-
rollee in the VA’s healthcare system 
after bravely serving this country, she 
is not even covered for an abortion re-
sulting from rape or if her health is at 
risk. 

That is not right. That is not just. 
That is not worthy of a great country. 
It is not matching her service with our 
staying faithful to her. 

So for all these reasons, advocates of 
women’s healthcare, advocates of vet-
erans, and people who simply support 
healthcare as a human right support 
this resolution to do the right thing. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS RELATING TO 
‘‘REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SERV-
ICES’’—Motion to Proceed 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to Calendar No. 338, 
S.J. Res. 103. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 338, S.J. 
Res. 103, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs relating to ‘‘Reproductive Health Serv-
ices’’. 

VOTE ON MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to proceed. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. CURTIS). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Utah (Mr. CURTIS) would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) is 
necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 48, 
nays 50, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 72 Leg.] 

YEAS—48 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—50 

Armstrong 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Curtis Schatz 

The motion was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk for the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 311, 
H.R. 7147. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 311, H.R. 
7147, a bill making further consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes. 

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, John Bar-
rasso, Tim Sheehy, Mike Crapo, Joni 
Ernst, Jim Banks, Todd Young, David 
McCormick, Jon A. Husted, Mike 
Rounds, John R. Curtis, Susan M. Col-
lins, Alan Armstrong, Steve Daines, 
Roger F. Wicker, Katie Boyd Britt. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 205TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
GREECE AND CELEBRATING DE-
MOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to consideration of S. Res. 661, which 
was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 661) recognizing the 

205th anniversary of the independence of 
Greece and celebrating democracy in Greece 
and the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 661) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY, SERV-
ICE, AND SACRIFICE OF MASTER 
SERGEANT NICOLE M. AMOR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
Armed Services Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. Res. 648 and the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 648) honoring the 

memory, service, and sacrifice of Master Ser-
geant Nicole M. Amor, United States Army 
Reserve. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to; that the Klobuchar 
amendment to the preamble be consid-
ered and agreed to; that the preamble, 
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