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which the National Academies will under-
take a multifaceted study that includes the 
following: 

‘‘(A) An analysis that quantifies the occur-
rence and extent of IUU fishing and fishing 
involving the use of forced labor among all 
flag states. 

‘‘(B) An evaluation of the costs to the 
United States economy of IUU fishing and 
fishing involving the use of forced labor. 

‘‘(C) An assessment of the costs to the 
global economy of IUU fishing and fishing in-
volving the use of forced labor. 

‘‘(D) An assessment of the effectiveness of 
response strategies to counter IUU fishing, 
including both domestic programs and for-
eign capacity-building and partnering pro-
grams. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $2,000,000.’’. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 24 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the study conducted under sub-
section (d) of section 3551 of the Maritime 
SAFE Act that includes— 

(1) the findings of the National Academies; 
and 

(2) recommendations on knowledge gaps 
that warrant further scientific inquiry. 

SEC. 13. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR NATIONAL SEA GRANT COL-
LEGE PROGRAM. 

Section 212(a) of the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1131(a)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘for fiscal 
year 2025’’ and inserting ‘‘for each of fiscal 
years 2025 through 2031’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking 

‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2021 THROUGH 2025’’; and 
(B) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2021 through 
2025’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2026 through 
2031’’. 

SEC. 14. EXCEPTION RELATED TO THE IMPORTA-
TION OF GOODS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements provided in this Act, and the 
amendments made by this Act, shall not in-
clude any authority or requirement to im-
pose sanctions on the importation of goods 
or related to sanctions on the importation of 
goods. 

(b) GOOD DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘good’’— 

(1) means any article, natural or man-made 
substance, material, supply or manufactured 
product, including inspection and test equip-
ment; and 

(2) excludes technical data. 

SEC. 15. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to 
limit the authority under, or otherwise af-
fect, a provision of law that— 

(1) is in effect on the date of enactment of 
this Act; and 

(2) is not amended by this Act. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. I yield the floor. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

SEA TURTLE RESCUE ASSISTANCE 
AND REHABILITATION ACT OF 2025 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 118, S. 843. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 843) to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to establish the Sea Turtle Res-
cue Assistance Grant Program. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation with an amendment, as follows: 

(The part of the bill intended to be 
inserted is printed in italic.) 

S. 843 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sea Turtle 
Rescue Assistance and Rehabilitation Act of 
2025’’. 
SEC. 2. SEA TURTLE RESCUE, REHABILITATION, 

AND RESPONSE. 
Section 408 of the Marine Mammal Protec-

tion Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1421f–1) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(10) SEA TURTLE RESCUE, REHABILITATION, 
AND RESPONSE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations specific to address 
sea turtle rescue, rehabilitation, and re-
sponse, the Secretary of Commerce and the 
Director of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service shall include separate eligibility 
for grants under this subsection to address 
the purposes described in paragraph (2) with 
respect to sea turtles. 

‘‘(B) CONDITIONS OF GRANT.—A grant award-
ed under this subsection to address sea turtle 
rescue, rehabilitation, and response shall— 

‘‘(i) include the equivalent grant criteria 
and administration authorities and require-
ments described under paragraph (3), sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (4), and 
paragraphs (5) through (9), developed, as ap-
propriate, and awarded separately for sea 
turtles and in consultation with the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service in lieu of 
the Marine Mammal Commission; and 

‘‘(ii) in addition to the considerations 
under paragraph (4)(B), also consider reha-
bilitation of stranded sea turtles. 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—In order to 
apply for a grant awarded under this sub-
section to address sea turtle rescue, rehabili-
tation, and response, an entity shall— 

‘‘(i) submit an application described in 
paragraph (5) to the Secretary of Commerce 
with respect to sea turtles; 

‘‘(ii) be authorized by and in compliance 
with— 

‘‘(I) an authorization issued under section 
10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1539(a)(1)(A)) with respect to 
sea turtles; or 

‘‘(II) a cooperative agreement entered into 
under section 6 of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1535) with respect to sea 
turtles; 

‘‘(iii) comply with the standard conditions 
for care and maintenance of captive sea tur-
tles prescribed by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior when relevant facilities will be utilized 
for such purposes; and 

‘‘(iv) comply with all relevant data report-
ing, requirements, such as the Sea Turtle 
Stranding and Salvage Network data collec-
tion requirements.’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (c) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(c) RESCUE AND RAPID RESPONSE FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in 

the Treasury of the United States— 
‘‘(A) an interest-bearing fund to be known 

as the ‘Joseph R. Geraci Marine Mammal 
Rescue and Rapid Response Fund’; and 

‘‘(B) an interest-bearing fund to be known 
as the ‘Sea Turtle Rescue, Rehabilitation, 
and Rapid Response Fund’. 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts in the funds 
established under paragraph (1) shall be 
available only for use by the Secretary to 
provide emergency assistance.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘ma-

rine mammal rescue and response’’ after ‘‘to 
carry out the’’; 

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 
subparagraph (C); 

(iii) by inserting after clause (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A) the following: 

‘‘(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
WITH RESPECT TO SEA TURTLE RESCUE, REHA-
BILITATION, AND RESPONSE.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated for the Secretary of 
Commerce to carry out the sea turtle rescue, 
rehabilitation, and response grant program 
under subsection (b)(10), $5,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2025 through 2030, to remain 
available until expended.’’; and 

(iv) in subparagraph (C), as redesignated by 
clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or (B)’’ after ‘‘sub-
paragraph (A)’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) RESCUE AND RAPID RESPONSE FUNDS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated— 

‘‘(A) to the Joseph R. Geraci Marine Mam-
mal Rescue and Rapid Response Fund 
$500,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 through 
2030; and 

‘‘(B) to the Sea Turtle Rescue, Rehabilita-
tion, and Rapid Response Fund $500,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2025 through 2030.’’. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, in a 
few moments, I will ask for unanimous 
consent to pass S. 843, the Sea Turtle 
Rescue Assistance and Rehabilitation 
Act. 

The bipartisan Sea Turtle Rescue As-
sistance and Rehabilitation Act, which 
is coled by Senator CORNYN of Texas, 
will provide funding for the incredible 
institutions that are leading rescue, re-
covery, and rehabilitation efforts for 
the endangered and threatened sea tur-
tles that become stranded along on our 
coasts and in our bays. 

Our current rescue efforts are largely 
volunteer and underfunded, forcing 
stranding networks from Cape Cod to 
the gulf to shell out to keep our shelled 
friends safe. 

This legislation tackles this pressing 
issue by making sea turtle rescue and 
rehabilitation activities authorized for 
dedicated funding under an existing 
program. 

Unlike marine mammals, sea turtles 
don’t have a designated program in 
statute to support their rescue, despite 
facing similar stranding challenges. 

Right now, turtles require rescue, 
but without this bill, their rescuers 
don’t have the resources required to 
save them. 
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This bill addresses a gap in our Na-

tion’s marine stranding system and 
solves it. 

I thank my colleagues for the bipar-
tisan support on this legislation, espe-
cially my long-time partner Senator 
CORNYN and again ask for unanimous 
consent to pass the Sea Turtle Rescue 
Assistance and Rehabilitation Act. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported 
amendment be considered and agreed 
to; that the bill, as amended, be consid-
ered read a third time and passed; and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 843), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 843 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sea Turtle 
Rescue Assistance and Rehabilitation Act of 
2025’’. 
SEC. 2. SEA TURTLE RESCUE, REHABILITATION, 

AND RESPONSE. 
Section 408 of the Marine Mammal Protec-

tion Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1421f–1) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(10) SEA TURTLE RESCUE, REHABILITATION, 
AND RESPONSE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations specific to address 
sea turtle rescue, rehabilitation, and re-
sponse, the Secretary of Commerce and the 
Director of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service shall include separate eligibility 
for grants under this subsection to address 
the purposes described in paragraph (2) with 
respect to sea turtles. 

‘‘(B) CONDITIONS OF GRANT.—A grant award-
ed under this subsection to address sea turtle 
rescue, rehabilitation, and response shall— 

‘‘(i) include the equivalent grant criteria 
and administration authorities and require-
ments described under paragraph (3), sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (4), and 
paragraphs (5) through (9), developed, as ap-
propriate, and awarded separately for sea 
turtles and in consultation with the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service in lieu of 
the Marine Mammal Commission; and 

‘‘(ii) in addition to the considerations 
under paragraph (4)(B), also consider reha-
bilitation of stranded sea turtles. 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—In order to 
apply for a grant awarded under this sub-
section to address sea turtle rescue, rehabili-
tation, and response, an entity shall— 

‘‘(i) submit an application described in 
paragraph (5) to the Secretary of Commerce 
with respect to sea turtles; 

‘‘(ii) be authorized by and in compliance 
with— 

‘‘(I) an authorization issued under section 
10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1539(a)(1)(A)) with respect to 
sea turtles; or 

‘‘(II) a cooperative agreement entered into 
under section 6 of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1535) with respect to sea 
turtles; 

‘‘(iii) comply with the standard conditions 
for care and maintenance of captive sea tur-

tles prescribed by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior when relevant facilities will be utilized 
for such purposes; and 

‘‘(iv) comply with all relevant data report-
ing, requirements, such as the Sea Turtle 
Stranding and Salvage Network data collec-
tion requirements.’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (c) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(c) RESCUE AND RAPID RESPONSE FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in 

the Treasury of the United States— 
‘‘(A) an interest-bearing fund to be known 

as the ‘Joseph R. Geraci Marine Mammal 
Rescue and Rapid Response Fund’; and 

‘‘(B) an interest-bearing fund to be known 
as the ‘Sea Turtle Rescue, Rehabilitation, 
and Rapid Response Fund’. 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts in the funds 
established under paragraph (1) shall be 
available only for use by the Secretary to 
provide emergency assistance.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘ma-

rine mammal rescue and response’’ after ‘‘to 
carry out the’’; 

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 
subparagraph (C); 

(iii) by inserting after clause (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A) the following: 

‘‘(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
WITH RESPECT TO SEA TURTLE RESCUE, REHA-
BILITATION, AND RESPONSE.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated for the Secretary of 
Commerce to carry out the sea turtle rescue, 
rehabilitation, and response grant program 
under subsection (b)(10), $5,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2025 through 2030, to remain 
available until expended.’’; and 

(iv) in subparagraph (C), as redesignated by 
clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or (B)’’ after ‘‘sub-
paragraph (A)’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) RESCUE AND RAPID RESPONSE FUNDS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated— 

‘‘(A) to the Joseph R. Geraci Marine Mam-
mal Rescue and Rapid Response Fund 
$500,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 through 
2030; and 

‘‘(B) to the Sea Turtle Rescue, Rehabilita-
tion, and Rapid Response Fund $500,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2025 through 2030.’’. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2026—Motion to Proceed—Continued 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the 
Senate is in session once again this 
weekend, and once again Republicans 
are doing nothing productive. Yester-
day, instead of considering legislation 
to tackle inflation or end the war in 
Iran, MAGA Republicans wasted Sen-
ate floor time on a radical culture-war 
amendment that went nowhere. It 
failed, and it accomplished nothing—a 
total waste of time with nothing to 
show for it. 

And, yesterday, the Republicans once 
again blocked the Senate’s ability to 
finally start paying our TSA workers. 
These workers have gone now for 
weeks without pay. They work around 
the clock. They keep our airports run-
ning. Republicans had the chance to 

pay them once again, and they refused. 
They refused. 

The bottom line is this was the first 
time we saw ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ votes from 
Republicans on an amendment that 
simply said ‘‘Pay them.’’ Don’t wait, as 
the Republicans are saying, until we 
resolve all the other issues in ICE. It 
simply said ‘‘Pay them now,’’ and they 
said no. And that shows you, when they 
are voting yes on amendments that 
won’t actually pay them because it 
won’t pass because it is tied to all the 
other complications in ICE—including 
the desire that American people have 
that we must have warrants when you 
bust into someone’s home and that the 
police should not wear masks—they 
say they will only vote for TSA agents 
if we get rid of those things, if we don’t 
make sure they have to wear masks. 
That is fake. That is not really helping 
TSA workers. Our amendment did. 
They all voted no. 

But we are going to keep at it. I say 
this to TSA workers. I say this to peo-
ple at the airports who are waiting in 
line ungodly hours. We will keep doing 
this and doing this until the Repub-
licans see the light and feel the pres-
sure that they are holding up payment 
and relent. 

Now, today, Donald Trump and 
Homan are saying they will deploy ICE 
agents to airports starting on Monday. 
This is really disturbing. ICE agents— 
who are untrained and have caused 
problems everywhere they have gone— 
lurking at our airports? That is asking 
for trouble, and it will certainly make 
the chaos at the airports even worse. 
No one has any faith in ICE agents. 
They haven’t received training. They 
don’t know what it is to be a TSA per-
son and do what you need to do there. 

The real problem here is they have 
no plan for using these ICE agents. 
Trump says send them there, they send 
them there, and Homan says they are 
still drawing up plans, with less than a 
day’s notice. 

What is this? We know what it is. It 
is another impulsive action by Donald 
Trump. Some idea pops into his head, 
and he announces it, and then the peo-
ple working for him, a few of whom do 
have some degree of talent and abil-
ity—not many—underlings—they have 
to rush to try to implement what they 
know is an idiotic plan. 

In this case, it is a plan that has no 
planning. It is another impulsive ac-
tion from Donald Trump. When he acts 
impulsively, there is usually trouble. 
Whenever Donald Trump acts impul-
sively with no follow-through, there is 
trouble. 

ICE agents will be asked to do things 
they are not trained to do. They don’t 
know how to perform core TSA screen-
ing functions. Travelers will be on edge 
with Federal agents looking over their 
shoulders. All they will do is worsen 
the situation at airports, which are al-
ready on edge. 

So I have an idea for Donald Trump: 
Instead of sending ICE agents to harass 
travelers at airports, why doesn’t 
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