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(for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4664. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE
(for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4665. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE
(for Mr. ScHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4666. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE
(for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4667. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE
(for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4668. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE
(for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4669. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE
(for Mr. ScHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4670. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4671. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4672. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4673. Mr. GALLEGO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4674. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr.
SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4675. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr.
SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4676. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr.
SCcHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4677. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4678. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4679. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4680. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4681. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4682. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4683. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
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to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4684. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4685. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4686. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Ms.
HIrRONO, Mr. REED, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr.
LUJAN, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr.
DURBIN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1383,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4687. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4688. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
LUJAN, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4689. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4690. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4691. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4692. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4693. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4694. Mr. KIM submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT)
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4695. Mr. KIM (for himself and Mrs.
MURRAY) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1383,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4696. Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4697. Mr. WELCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4698. Mr. WELCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4699. Mr. WELCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4700. Mr. WELCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4701. Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. LUJAN, and
Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
1383, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 4702. Mr. WELCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4703. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.
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SA 4704. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4705. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4706. Mr. KIM (for himself, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. LUJAN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MURPHY,
and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4707. Mr. CORNYN proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 4123, to prohibit pref-
erential screening for Members of Congress
at airports, and for other purposes.

SA 4708. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. GALLEGO, and Mr. KELLY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 1383, to establish
the Veterans Advisory Committee on Equal
Access, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4657. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘agency’—

(A) means each authority of the executive,
legislative, or judicial branch of the Govern-
ment of the United States; and

(B) includes each element of the District of
Columbia public employer, as defined in sec-
tion 1341(c) of title 31, United States Code;

(2) the term ‘‘covered contractor’” means a
contractor—

(A) with which an agency has a contract;
and

(B) that, under the contract described in
subparagraph (A)—

(i) provides support to an employee de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(A); and

(ii) is required to perform work during a
lapse in regular appropriations with respect
to the agency to which the contractor pro-
vides support, as described in clause (i),
based on a determination by the head of that
agency that incurring an obligation to pay
for that support in advance of available ap-
propriations would be permissible under ap-
plicable law, including section 1341 of title
31, United States Code;

(3) the term ‘‘covered employee’’—

(A) means each employee of an agency,
without regard to whether, for any portion of
the period beginning on October 1, 2025, and
ending on the date of enactment of this
Act—

(i) the head of that agency determined that
the individual was an excepted employee or
an employee performing emergency work; or

(ii) the individual was subject to furlough;

(B) includes—

(i) a member of the uniformed services on
active duty; and

(ii) a member of a reserve component who,
during a lapse in regular appropriations with
respect to the applicable agency, performs
active service or inactive duty training; and

(C) only includes an individual described in
subparagraph (A) or (B) who was an em-
ployee or member on, or had accepted an
offer of employment with the agency or had
enlisted in or accepted an appointment to
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the uniformed services (including a reserve
component) on or before, the day before the
date on which the applicable lapse in regular
appropriations began;

(4) the term ‘‘lapse in regular appropria-
tions’’, with respect to an agency, means any
period during which interim or full-year ap-
propriations for the applicable fiscal year
are not in effect for the agency; and

(56) the term ‘‘standard employee com-
pensation’ means, with respect to a covered
employee, the standard rate of basic pay, al-
lowances, pay differentials, benefits, and
other payments otherwise payable on a reg-
ular basis to the covered employee.

(b) APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year 2026, and
any fiscal year thereafter, for any lapse in
regular appropriations with respect to an
agency, there are appropriated to the head of
the agency, out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as
are necessary to provide—

(A) standard employee compensation to
covered employees of the agency with re-
spect to the period of the lapse in regular ap-
propriations; and

(B) payment to covered contractors with
respect to work that those covered contrac-
tors are required to perform for the agency
during the period of the lapse in regular ap-
propriations, pursuant to the terms of appli-
cable contracts with those covered contrac-
tors.

(2) AGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The head of
each agency to whom amounts are made
available under paragraph (1) shall provide
standard employee compensation to covered
employees of the agency—

(A) if there is a lapse in regular appropria-
tions ongoing on the date of enactment of
this Act, as soon as is practicable, but not
later than 7 days after the date of enactment
of this Act, without regard to—

(i) scheduled pay dates; or

(ii) whether the covered employee was sub-
ject to furlough during such period; and

(B) with respect to any period of a lapse in
regular appropriations beginning on or after
the date of enactment of this Act, on the
regularly scheduled pay dates of the covered
employees.

(c) TERMINATION.—Appropriations and
funds made available and authority granted
under subsection (b) shall be available to the
head of an agency until whichever of the fol-
lowing first occurs:

(1) The enactment into law of appropria-
tions for the agency until the end of the ap-
plicable fiscal year (including a continuing
appropriation) that provide amounts for the
purposes for which amounts are made avail-
able under subsection (b).

(2) The enactment into law of appropria-
tions for the agency until the end of the ap-
plicable fiscal year (including a continuing
appropriation) without any appropriation for
such purposes.

(d) LIMITATION TO INDIVIDUALS AFFECTED
BY A SHUTDOWN.—Amounts provided under
subsection (b) may not be used for a purpose
described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of sub-
section (b)(1) for any portion of a lapse in
regular appropriations for which a covered
employee is provided with standard em-
ployee compensation, or a covered con-
tractor is provided payment for performance
of the applicable contract, respectively,
using amounts other than amounts provided
under subsection (b).

(e) INTERIM CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS.—
Appropriations made available under sub-
section (b) may not be obligated by the head
of an agency during any period during which
continuing appropriations for the purposes
for which amounts are made available under
subsection (b) are in effect for the agency.

(f) CHARGING TO FUTURE APPROPRIATIONS.—
Expenditures made pursuant to subsection
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(b) shall be charged to the applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization whenever an
Act in which such applicable appropriation,
fund, or authorization is included is enacted
into law.

(g) LIMITATION ON TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law
(including any appropriation Act), the
amounts provided under subsection (b)—

(1) shall be available solely for a purpose
described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of sub-
section (b)(1); and

(2) may not be transferred, reprogrammed,
obligated, or expended for any other purpose.

(h) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year 2027, and
each fiscal year thereafter, standard em-
ployee compensation, and payments to cov-
ered contractors, provided by an agency
using amounts provided under subsection (b)
shall be subject to the requirements, au-
thorities, conditions, and limitations appli-
cable with respect to the provision of stand-
ard employee compensation, or payment to
covered contractors, respectively, by the
agency under the Act that provided appro-
priations for the agency to provide standard
employee compensation, or payment to cov-
ered contractors, respectively, immediately
before the lapse in regular appropriations.

(2) FISCAL YEAR 2026.—For fiscal year 2026,
standard employee compensation, and pay-
ments to covered contractors, provided by an
agency using amounts provided under sub-
section (b) shall be subject to—

(A) the requirements, authorities, condi-
tions, and limitations applicable with re-
spect to the provision of standard employee
compensation, or payment to covered con-
tractors, respectively, by the agency under
the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2026 (di-
vision A of Public Law 119-37); or

(B) if an Act is enacted after the date of
enactment of the Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2026 (division A of Public Law 119-37)
that provides continuing appropriations for
fiscal year 2026 for the agency to provide
standard employee compensation, or pay-
ment to covered contractors, respectively,
the requirements, authorities, conditions,
and limitations applicable with respect to
the provision of standard employee com-
pensation, or payment to covered contrac-
tors, respectively, by the agency under that
subsequently enacted Act.

(1) AUTHORIZATION TO OBLIGATE AND EX-
PEND FUNDS.—Funds appropriated by this
Act may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 15 of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2680)
and section 504(a)(1) of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3094(a)(1)).

(j) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) STANDARD EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION.—
This section shall be construed to provide
each covered employee with standard em-
ployee compensation for the period of the
lapse in regular appropriations as if the cov-
ered employee was performing the duties of
the covered employee during the lapse in
regular appropriations.

(2) NO CHANGE IN AGENCY RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to require an agency to take any ac-
tion that the agency is not required to take
under the terms of a contract with a covered
contractor during any period during which
there is not a lapse in regular appropria-
tions.

(k) AGENCY ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Covered employees and
employees of covered contractors shall per-
form their typical duties to the maximum
extent practicable during a lapse in regular
appropriations.

(2) OTHER OBLIGATIONS OR EXPENDITURES.—
This section does not authorize or nec-
essarily imply that an agency or employee
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may incur any obligations or expenditures
that are not explicitly authorized by this
Act.

SA 4658. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 9, line 20, insert ‘‘(or, in the case
of an individual who resides in a community
that is not connected by road to a State elec-
tion office, provides such documentary proof
to such office by a means other than in per-
son as specified by the election official)”’
after ‘‘official”.

SA 4659. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 3, line 22, insert ¢, including an
Enhanced Tribal Citizenship ID Card’ before
the period.

SA 4660. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. . GRANTS TO PROVIDE VOTER REG-
ISTRATION SERVICES TO COMMU-
NITIES THAT ARE NOT CONNECTED
BY ROAD TO A STATE ELECTION OF-
FICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Election Assistance
Commission shall make grants to States to
provide voter registration services to com-
munities that are not connected by road to a
State election office.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated for grants under this sec-
tion such sums as are necessary for fiscal
year 2027 and subsequent years.

SA 4661. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 6, line 13, insert ‘“‘This subsection
and any other provision of this Act relating
to the requirement to provide documentary
proof of United States citizenship shall not
apply with respect to an individual born be-
fore December 31, 1960.” after ‘‘application.”.

SA 4662. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 29, between lines 7 and 8, insert
the following:
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(3) NON-APPLICATION OF DOCUMENTARY
PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS TO CER-
TAIN STATES.—Section 4 of such Act (52
U.S.C. 20503), as amended by paragraph (2), is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘“(e) NON-APPLICATION OF DOCUMENTARY
PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS TO CER-
TAIN STATES.—The requirements under sub-
sections (j) and (k) of section 8 and any other
provision of this Act relating to the require-
ment to provide documentary proof of
United States citizenship shall not apply
with respect to a State which can dem-
onstrate that incidents of noncitizen voting
in elections for Federal office are less than
0.05 percent.”.

SA 4663. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 27, line 15, insert ‘‘knowing’’ be-
fore “‘act’.

On page 28, line 2, insert ‘‘knowingly’’ be-
fore ‘“‘providing”’.

SA 4664. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 36, line 12, strike ‘‘EFFECTIVE
DATE.—” and insert the following:

‘‘(e) APPLICATION.—The requirements of
subsection (a) shall only apply to individuals
who registered to vote after the date of the
enactment of this section.

“(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

SA 4665. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 35, lines 19 to 20, strike ‘‘that in-
cludes a photo of the individual and an expi-
ration date’’.

SA 4666. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 36, line 12, strike ‘EFFECTIVE
DATE.— and insert the following:

‘‘(e) APPLICATION.—The requirements of
subsection (a) shall only apply to individuals
born after December 31, 1960.

*(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

SA 4667. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:
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Strike subtitle C of title 1.

SA 4668. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—-NO UNFUNDED MANDATES
SEC. 401. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as are necessary for the purpose of
reimbursing States for carrying out the pro-
visions of and amendments made by this Act.

SA 4669. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—EFFECTIVE DATE
SEC. 401. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, the provisions of and
amendments made by this section shall take
effect on the date that is 4 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(b) VOTER REGISTRATION.—Section 101 and
the amendments made by such section shall
take effect on the date that is 4 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
shall apply with respect to applications for
voter registration which are submitted on or
after such date.

(¢) PHOTO IDENTIFICATION.—Section 303A(e)
of the Help America Vote Act of 2002, as
added by section 111, is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect on the date that is 4 years after
the date of the enactment of this section,
and shall apply with respect to elections for
Federal office held on or after such date.”.

(d) ABSENTEE VOTING.—Subtitle C of title I
shall apply with respect to elections for Fed-
eral office occurring after the date that is 4
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
101(r), 111(d), and 129 are repealed.

SA 4670. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 1383, to establish
the Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . FEE EXEMPTION FOR NATURALIZA-

TION APPLICATIONS OF CERTAIN

NATIONALS FROM OUTLYING POS-

SESSIONS.

Section 325 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1436) is amended—

(1) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting *‘; and’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘except that in applica-
tions’’ and inserting ‘‘except that—

‘(1) in an application’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) no fee shall be charged or collected
from the applicant for the filing of such an
application or for the issuance of a certifi-
cate of naturalization upon being granted
United States citizenship.”.
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SA 4671. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 1383, to establish
the Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . PRIVATE RIGHTS OF ACTION RE-
GARDING VOTING.

(a) AMENDMENT TO THE REVISED STAT-
UTES.—Section 2004(c) of the Revised Stat-
utes (62 U. S. C. 10101(c)), is amended by in-
serting ‘‘an aggrieved person may institute,
or’’ before ‘‘the Attorney General”.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT
OF 1965.—The Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52
U.S.C. 10301 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 10(b), by inserting ‘‘an ag-
grieved person may institute, and’” before
‘“‘the Attorney General’’;

(2) in section 12(d), by inserting ‘‘an ag-
grieved person may institute, or’’ before
‘“‘the Attorney General’’;

(3) in section 204—

(A) by striking ‘‘the Attorney General has
reason to believe’” and inserting ‘‘there are
reasonable grounds to believe’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘he may institute’ and in-
serting ‘‘an aggrieved person may institute,
or the Attorney General may institute’’; and

(4) in section 301(a)(1), by striking ‘“The At-
torney General is directed” and inserting
“An aggrieved person may institute, and the
Attorney General is directed’’.

SA 4672. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 1383, to establish
the Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . CRITERIA FOR COVERAGE OF STATES
AND POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.

(a) DETERMINATION OF STATES AND POLIT-
ICAL SUBDIVISIONS SUBJECT TO SECTION 4(a).—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4(b) of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10303(b)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(b) DETERMINATION OF STATES AND POLIT-
ICAL SUBDIVISIONS SUBJECT TO REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

‘(1) EXISTENCE OF VOTING RIGHTS VIOLA-
TIONS DURING PREVIOUS 25 YEARS.—

““(A) STATEWIDE APPLICATION.—Subsection
(a) applies with respect to a State and all po-
litical subdivisions within the State during a
calendar year if—

‘(i) fifteen or more voting rights violations
occurred in the State during the previous 25
calendar years; or

‘(i) ten or more voting rights violations
occurred in the State during the previous 25
calendar years, at least one of which was
committed by the State itself (as opposed to
a political subdivision within the State).

‘“(B) APPLICATION TO SPECIFIC POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS.—Subsection (a) applies with
respect to a political subdivision as a sepa-
rate unit during a calendar year if three or
more voting rights violations occurred in the
subdivision during the previous 25 calendar
years.

¢“(2) PERIOD OF APPLICATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), if, pursuant to paragraph
(1), subsection (a) applies with respect to a
State or political subdivision during a cal-
endar year, subsection (a) shall apply with
respect to such State or political subdivision
for the period—
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‘(i) that begins on January 1 of the year in
which subsection (a) applies; and

‘‘(ii) that ends on the date which is 10 years
after the date described in clause (i).

‘(B) NO FURTHER APPLICATION AFTER DE-
CLARATORY JUDGMENT.—

‘(i) STATES.—If a State obtains a declara-
tory judgment under subsection (a), and the
judgment remains in effect, subsection (a)
shall no longer apply to such State and all
political subdivisions in the State pursuant
to paragraph (1)(A) unless, after the issuance
of the declaratory judgment, paragraph
(1)(A) applies to the State solely on the basis
of voting rights violations occurring after
the issuance of the declaratory judgment, or
paragraph (1)(B) applies to the political sub-
division solely on the basis of voting rights
violations occurring after the issuance of the
declaratory judgment.

¢“(ii) POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.—If a political
subdivision obtains a declaratory judgment
under subsection (a), and the judgment re-
mains in effect, subsection (a) shall no
longer apply to such political subdivision
pursuant to paragraph (1), including pursu-
ant to paragraph (1)(A) (relating to the
statewide application of subsection (a)), un-
less, after the issuance of the declaratory
judgment, paragraph (1)(B) applies to the po-
litical subdivision solely on the basis of vot-
ing rights violations occurring after the
issuance of the declaratory judgment.

*“(3) DETERMINATION OF VOTING RIGHTS VIO-
LATION.—For purposes of paragraph (1), a
voting rights violation occurred in a State or
political subdivision if any of the following
applies:

‘“(A) JUDICIAL RELIEF; VIOLATION OF THE
14TH OR 15TH AMENDMENT.—Any final judg-
ment (that has not been reversed on appeal)
occurred, in which the plaintiff prevailed and
in which any court of the United States de-
termined that a denial or abridgement of the
right of any citizen of the United States to
vote on account of race, color, or member-
ship in a language minority group occurred,
that a voting qualification or prerequisite to
voting or standard, practice, or procedure
with respect to voting created an undue bur-
den on the right to vote in connection with
a claim that the law unduly burdened voters
of a particular race, color, or language mi-
nority group, or that race was the predomi-
nant factor motivating the decision to place
a significant number of voters within or out-
side of a particular district, unless narrowly
tailored in service of a compelling interest
or in response to an objection interposed by
the Department of Justice, in violation of
the 14th or 156th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, anywhere within
the State or subdivision.

‘(B) JUDICIAL RELIEF; VIOLATIONS OF THIS
ACT.—Any final judgment (that has not been
reversed on appeal) occurred in which the
plaintiff prevailed and in which any court of
the United States determined that a voting
qualification or prerequisite to voting or
standard, practice, or procedure with respect
to voting was imposed or applied or would
have been imposed or applied anywhere with-
in the State or subdivision in a manner that
resulted or would have resulted in a denial or
abridgement of the right of any citizen of the
United States to vote on account of race,
color, or membership in a language minority
group, in violation of subsection (e) or (f) or
section 2, 201, or 203, or any final judgment
(that has not been reversed on appeal) oc-
curred in which a court of the United States
found a State or political subdivision failed
to comply with section 5(a): Provided, That if
the voting qualifications or prerequisites to
voting or standards, practices, or procedures
that the court finds required compliance
with section 5(a) subsequently go into effect
(without alteration or amendment) in ac-
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cordance with the procedures in section 5(a),
then such finding shall not count as a viola-
tion.

“(C) FINAL JUDGMENT; DENIAL OF DECLARA-
TORY JUDGMENT.—In a final judgment (that
has not been reversed on appeal), any court
of the United States has denied the request
of the State or subdivision for a declaratory
judgment under section 3(c) or section 5, and
thereby prevented a voting qualification or
prerequisite to voting or standard, practice,
or procedure with respect to voting from
being enforced anywhere within the State or
subdivision.

‘(D) OBJECTION BY THE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL.—The Attorney General has interposed
an objection under section 3(c) or section 5,
and thereby prevented a voting qualification
or prerequisite to voting or standard, prac-
tice, or procedure with respect to voting
from being enforced anywhere within the
State or subdivision. A violation under this
subparagraph has not occurred where an ob-
jection has been withdrawn by the Attorney
General, unless the withdrawal was in re-
sponse to a change in the law or practice
that served as the basis of the objection. A
violation under this subparagraph has not
occurred where the objection is based solely
on a State or political subdivision’s failure
to comply with a procedural process that
would not otherwise count as an independent
violation of this Act.

‘“(E) CONSENT DECREE,
OTHER AGREEMENT.—

‘(i) AGREEMENT.—A consent decree, settle-
ment, or other agreement was adopted or en-
tered by a court of the United States that
contains an admission of liability by the de-
fendants, which resulted in the alteration or
abandonment of a voting practice anywhere
in the territory of such State or subdivision
that was challenged on the ground that the
practice denied or abridged the right of any
citizen of the United States to vote on ac-
count of race, color, or membership in a lan-
guage minority group in violation of sub-
section (e) or (f) or section 2, 201, or 203, or
the 14th or 15th Amendment.

‘(i) INDEPENDENT VIOLATIONS.—A vol-
untary extension or continuation of a con-
sent decree, settlement, or agreement de-
scribed in clause (i) shall not count as an
independent violation under this subpara-
graph. Any other extension or modification
of such a consent decree, settlement, or
agreement, if the consent decree, settlement,
or agreement has been in place for ten years
or longer, shall count as an independent vio-
lation under this subparagraph. If a court of
the United States finds that a consent de-
cree, settlement, or agreement described in
clause (i) itself denied or abridged the right
of any citizen of the United States to vote on
account of race, color, or membership in a
language minority group, violated sub-
section (e) or (f) or section 2, 201, or 203, or
created an undue burden on the right to vote
in connection with a claim that the consent
decree, settlement, or other agreement un-
duly burdened voters of a particular race,
color, or language minority group, that find-
ing shall count as an independent violation
under this subparagraph.

‘(F) MULTIPLE VIOLATIONS.—Each instance
in which a voting qualification or pre-
requisite to voting or standard, practice, or
procedure with respect to voting, including
each redistricting plan, is found to be a vio-
lation by a court of the United States pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A) or (B), or prevented
from being enforced pursuant to subpara-
graph (C) or (D), or altered or abandoned pur-
suant to subparagraph (E) shall count as an
independent violation under this paragraph.
Within a redistricting plan, each violation
under this paragraph found to violate the
rights of any group of voters within an indi-
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vidual district based on race, color, or lan-
guage minority group shall count as an inde-
pendent violation under this paragraph.

*“(4) TIMING OF DETERMINATIONS.—

“(A) DETERMINATIONS OF VOTING RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS.—As early as practicable during
each calendar year, the Attorney General
shall make the determinations required by
this subsection, including updating the list
of voting rights violations occurring in each
State and political subdivision for the pre-
vious calendar year.

‘(B) EFFECTIVE UPON PUBLICATION IN FED-
ERAL REGISTER.—A determination or certifi-
cation of the Attorney General under this
section or under section 8 or 13 shall be effec-
tive upon publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 4(a)
of such Act (52 U.S.C. 10303(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the first sentence of
the matter preceding subparagraph (A), by
striking ‘‘any State with respect to which”
and all that follows through ‘‘unless’’ and in-
serting ‘‘any State to which this subsection
applies during a calendar year pursuant to
determinations made under subsection (b),
or in any political subdivision of such State
(as such subdivision existed on the date such
determinations were made with respect to
such State), though such determinations
were not made with respect to such subdivi-
sion as a separate unit, or in any political
subdivision with respect to which this sub-
section applies during a calendar year pursu-
ant to determinations made with respect to
such subdivision as a separate unit under
subsection (b), unless’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking the sec-
ond sentence;

(C) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘(in the
case of a State or subdivision seeking a de-
claratory judgment under the second sen-
tence of this subsection)’’;

(D) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘(in the
case of a State or subdivision seeking a de-
claratory judgment under the second sen-
tence of this subsection)’’;

(E) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘(in the
case of a State or subdivision seeking a de-
claratory judgment under the second sen-
tence of this subsection)’’;

(F) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘(in the
case of a State or subdivision which sought
a declaratory judgment under the second
sentence of this subsection)’’;

(G) by striking paragraphs (7) and (8); and

(H) by redesignating paragraph (9) as para-
graph (7).

(b) CLARIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF MEM-
BERS OF LANGUAGE MINORITY GROUPS.—Sec-
tion 4(a)(1) of such Act (52 U.S.C. 10303(a)(1)),
as amended by subsection (a), is further
amended, in the first sentence, by striking
“‘race or color,” and inserting ‘‘race or color,
or in contravention of the guarantees of sub-
section (£)(2),”.

(c) FACILITATING BAILOUT.—Section 4(a) of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (562 U.S.C.
10303(a)), as amended by subsection (a), is
further amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (1)(C);

(2) by inserting at the beginning of para-
graph (7), as redesignated by subsection
(a)(2)(H), the following: ‘‘Any plaintiff seek-
ing a declaratory judgment under this sub-
section on the grounds that the plaintiff
meets the requirements of paragraph (1) may
request that the Attorney General consent
to entry of judgment.’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(8) If a political subdivision is subject to
the application of this subsection, due to the
applicability of subsection (b)(1)(A), the po-
litical subdivision may seek a declaratory
judgment under this section if the subdivi-
sion demonstrates that the subdivision
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meets the criteria established by the sub-

paragraphs of paragraph (1), for the 10 years

preceding the date on which subsection (a)

applied to the political subdivision under

subsection (b)(1)(A).

“(9) If a political subdivision was not sub-
ject to the application of this subsection by
reason of a declaratory judgment entered
prior to the date of enactment of this para-
graph, and is not, subsequent to that date of
enactment, subject to the application of this
subsection under subsection (b)(1)(B), then
that political subdivision shall not be sub-
ject to the requirements of this subsection.”.
SEC. . DETERMINATION OF STATES AND PO-

LITICAL SUBDIVISIONS SUBJECT TO
PRECLEARANCE FOR COVERED
PRACTICES.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 (562 U.S.C.
10301 et seq.) is further amended by inserting
after section 4 the following:

“SEC. 4A. DETERMINATION OF STATES AND PO-
LITICAL SUBDIVISIONS SUBJECT TO
PRECLEARANCE FOR COVERED
PRACTICES.

‘‘(a) PRACTICE-BASED PRECLEARANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State and each po-
litical subdivision shall—

““(A) identify any change to a law, regula-
tion, or policy that includes a voting quali-
fication or prerequisite to voting, or a stand-
ard, practice, or procedure with respect to
voting, that is a covered practice described
in subsection (b); and

‘“(B) ensure that no such covered practice
is implemented unless or until the State or
political subdivision, as the case may be,
complies with subsection (c).

‘“(2) DETERMINATIONS OF CHARACTERISTICS
OF VOTING-AGE POPULATION.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—As early as practicable
during each calendar year, the Attorney
General, in consultation with the Director of
the Bureau of the Census and the heads of
other relevant offices of the government,
shall make the determinations required by
this section regarding voting-age popu-
lations and the characteristics of such popu-
lations, and shall publish a list of the States
and political subdivisions to which a voting-
age population characteristic described in
subsection (b) applies.

‘“(B) PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.—A determination (including a certifi-
cation) of the Attorney General under this
paragraph shall be effective upon publication
in the Federal Register.

“(b) COVERED PRACTICES.—To assure that
the right of citizens of the United States to
vote is not denied or abridged on account of
race, color, or membership in a language mi-
nority group as a result of the implementa-
tion of certain qualifications or prerequisites
to voting, or standards, practices, or proce-
dures with respect to voting in a State or po-
litical subdivision, the following shall be
covered practices subject to the require-
ments described in subsection (a):

‘(1) CHANGES TO METHOD OF ELECTION.—ANy
change to the method of election—

“(A) to add seats elected at-large in a
State or political subdivision where—

‘(i) two or more racial groups or language
minority groups each represent 20 percent or
more of the voting-age population in the
State or political subdivision, respectively;
or

‘“(ii) a single language minority group rep-
resents 20 percent or more of the voting-age
population on Indian lands located in whole
or in part in the State or political subdivi-
sion; or

“(B) to convert one or more seats elected
from a single-member district to one or more
at-large seats or seats from a multi-member
district in a State or political subdivision
where—

‘(i) two or more racial groups or language
minority groups each represent 20 percent or
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more of the voting-age population in the
State or political subdivision, respectively;
or

“(ii) a single language minority group rep-
resents 20 percent or more of the voting-age
population on Indian lands located in whole
or in part in the State or political subdivi-
sion.

“(2) CHANGES TO POLITICAL SUBDIVISION
BOUNDARIES.—Any change or series of
changes within a year to the boundaries of a
political subdivision that reduces by 3 or
more percentage points the percentage of the
political subdivision’s voting-age population
that is comprised of members of a single ra-
cial group or language minority group in the
political subdivision where—

‘“(A) two or more racial groups or language
minority groups each represent 20 percent or
more of the political subdivision’s voting-age
population; or

‘“(B) a single language minority group rep-
resents 20 percent or more of the voting-age
population on Indian lands located in whole
or in part in the political subdivision.

‘(3) CHANGES THROUGH REDISTRICTING.—
Any change to the apportionment or bound-
aries of districts for Federal, State, or local
elections in a State or political subdivision
where any racial group or language minority
group that is not the largest racial group or
language minority group in the jurisdiction
and that represents 15 percent or more of the
State or political subdivision’s voting-age
population experiences a population increase
of at least 20 percent of its voting-age popu-
lation, over the preceding decade (as cal-
culated by the Bureau of the Census under
the most recent decennial census), in the ju-
risdiction.

‘‘(4) CHANGES IN DOCUMENTATION OR QUALI-
FICATIONS TO VOTE.—Any change to require-
ments for documentation or proof of identity
to vote or register to vote in elections for
Federal, State, or local offices that will ex-
ceed or be more stringent than such require-
ments under State law on the day before the
date of enactment of this section.

‘“(5) CHANGES TO MULTILINGUAL VOTING MA-
TERIALS.—Any change that reduces multi-
lingual voting materials or alters the man-
ner in which such materials are provided or
distributed, where no similar reduction or al-
teration occurs in materials provided in
English for such election.

¢(6) CHANGES THAT REDUCE, CONSOLIDATE,
OR RELOCATE VOTING LOCATIONS, OR REDUCE
VOTING OPPORTUNITIES.—Any change that re-
duces, consolidates, or relocates voting loca-
tions in elections for Federal, State, or local
office, including early, absentee, and elec-
tion-day voting locations, or reduces days or
hours of in-person voting on any Sunday dur-
ing a period occurring prior to the date of an
election for Federal, State, or local office
during which voters may cast ballots in such
election, if the location change, or reduction
in days or hours, applies—

‘“(A) in one or more census tracts in which
two or more language minority groups or ra-
cial groups each represent 20 percent or more
of the voting-age population; or

‘(B) on Indian lands in which at least 20
percent of the voting-age population belongs
to a single language minority group.

“(T) NEW LIST MAINTENANCE PROCESS.—AnNy
change to the maintenance process for voter
registration lists that adds a new basis for
removal from the list of active voters reg-
istered to vote in elections for Federal,
State, or local office, or that incorporates
new sources of information in determining a
voter’s eligibility to vote in elections for
Federal, State, or local office, if such a
change would have a statistically significant
disparate impact, concerning the removal
from voter rolls, on members of racial groups
or language minority groups that constitute
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greater than 5 percent of the voting-age pop-
ulation—

‘““(A) in the case of a political subdivision
imposing such change if—

‘(i) two or more racial groups or language
minority groups each represent 20 percent or
more of the voting-age population of the po-
litical subdivision; or

‘“(ii) a single language minority group rep-
resents 20 percent or more of the voting-age
population on Indian lands located in whole
or in part in the political subdivision; or

‘“(B) in the case of a State imposing such
change, if two or more racial groups or lan-
guage minority groups each represent 20 per-
cent or more of the voting-age population
of—

‘(i) the State; or

‘“(ii) a political subdivision in the State,
except that the requirements under sub-
sections (a) and (c) shall apply only with re-
spect to each such political subdivision indi-
vidually.

‘‘(c) PRECLEARANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—

““(A) AcTION .—Whenever a State or polit-
ical subdivision with respect to which the re-
quirements set forth in subsection (a) are in
effect shall enact, adopt, or seek to imple-
ment any covered practice described under
subsection (b), such State or subdivision may
institute an action in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia for a
declaratory judgment that such covered
practice neither has the purpose nor will
have the effect of denying or abridging the
right to vote on account of race, color, or
membership in a language minority group,
and unless and until the court enters such
judgment such covered practice shall not be
implemented.

“(B) SUBMISSION TO ATTORNEY GENERAL.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A), such covered practice may be
implemented without such proceeding if the
covered practice has been submitted by the
chief legal officer or other appropriate offi-
cial of such State or subdivision to the At-
torney General and the Attorney General has
not interposed an objection within 60 days
after such submission, or upon good cause
shown, to facilitate an expedited approval
within 60 days after such submission, the At-
torney General has affirmatively indicated
that such objection will not be made. An exi-
gency, including a natural disaster, inclem-
ent weather, or other unforeseeable event,
requiring a changed qualification, pre-
requisite, standard, practice, or procedure
within 30 days of a Federal, State, or local
election shall constitute good cause requir-
ing the Attorney General to expedite consid-
eration of the submission. To the extent fea-
sible, expedited consideration shall consider
the views of individuals affected by the
changed qualification, prerequisite, stand-
ard, practice, or procedure.

‘‘(ii) EFFECT OF INDICATION.—Neither an af-
firmative indication by the Attorney Gen-
eral that no objection will be made, nor the
Attorney General’s failure to object, nor a
declaratory judgment entered under this
subsection shall bar a subsequent action to
enjoin implementation of such covered prac-
tice. In the event the Attorney General af-
firmatively indicates that no objection will
be made within the 60-day period following
receipt of a submission, the Attorney Gen-
eral may reserve the right to reexamine the
submission if additional information comes
to the Attorney General’s attention during
the remainder of the 60-day period which
would otherwise require objection in accord-
ance with this subsection.

‘(C) COURT.—Any action under this sub-
section shall be heard and determined by a
court of three judges in accordance with the
provisions of section 2284 of title 28, United
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States Code, and any appeal shall lie to the
Supreme Court.

‘(2) DENYING OR ABRIDGING THE RIGHT TO
VOTE.—Any covered practice described in
subsection (b) that has the purpose of or will
have the effect of diminishing the ability of
any citizens of the United States on account
of race, color, or membership in a language
minority group, to elect their preferred can-
didates of choice denies or abridges the right
to vote within the meaning of paragraph (1).

‘“(3) PURPOSE DEFINED.—The term ‘purpose’
in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall include any
discriminatory purpose.

‘“(4) PURPOSE OF PARAGRAPH (2).—The pur-
pose of paragraph (2) is to protect the ability
of such citizens to elect their preferred can-
didates of choice.

‘‘(d) ENFORCEMENT.—The Attorney General
or any aggrieved citizen may file an action
in a district court of the United States to
compel any State or political subdivision to
satisfy the obligations set forth in this sec-
tion. Such an action shall be heard and de-
termined by a court of three judges under
section 2284 of title 28, United States Code.
In any such action, the court shall provide as
a remedy that implementation of any voting
qualification or prerequisite to voting, or
standard, practice, or procedure with respect
to voting, that is the subject of the action
under this subsection be enjoined unless the
court determines that—

‘(1 the voting qualification or pre-
requisite to voting, or standard, practice, or
procedure with respect to voting, is not a
covered practice described in subsection (b);
or

‘(2) the State or political subdivision has
complied with subsection (c¢) with respect to
the covered practice at issue.

‘‘(e) COUNTING OF RACIAL GROUPS AND LAN-
GUAGE MINORITY GROUPS.—For purposes of
this section, the calculation of the popu-
lation of a racial group or a language minor-
ity group shall be carried out using the
methodology in the guidance of the Depart-
ment of Justice entitled ‘Guidance Con-
cerning Redistricting Under Section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act; Notice’ (76 Fed. Reg. 7470
(February 9, 2011)).

“(f) SPECIAL RULE.—For purposes of deter-
minations under this section, any data pro-
vided by the Bureau of the Census, whether
based on estimation from a sample or actual
enumeration, shall not be subject to chal-
lenge or review in any court.

¢(g) MULTILINGUAL VOTING MATERIALS.—In
this section, the term ‘multilingual voting
materials’ means registration or voting no-
tices, forms, instructions, assistance, or
other materials or information relating to
the electoral process, including ballots, pro-
vided in the language or languages of one or
more language minority groups.’’.

SA 4673. Mr. GALLEGO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . TREATMENT OF LICENSES RELATING
TO THE SALE OF IRANIAN OIL.

On and after the date of the enactment of
this Act, any license issued by the Office of
Foreign Assets Control of the Department of
the Treasury after the initiation of hos-
tilities with Iran on February 28, 2026, relat-
ing to the sale of Iranian oil shall have no
force or effect.

SA 4674. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

After section 1, insert the following:

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that the Election Fraud
Database maintained by the Heritage Foun-
dation, a conservative policy research orga-
nization, documents fewer than 70 verified
cases of noncitizens voting over a 40-year pe-
riod, representing .0001 percent of over
1,000,000,000 votes cast during that time pe-
riod — a statistically negligible proportion of
votes.

SA 4675. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

After section 1, insert the following:

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that, according to the Cato
Institute, a libertarian policy research orga-
nization, investigations conducted into the
integrity of elections have found that voting
by noncitizens in the United States elections
is virtually nonexistent.

SA 4676. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

After section 1, insert the following:

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that Joseph R. Biden, Jr. re-
ceived a majority of votes in the 2020 presi-
dential election, as certified by the Electoral
College on January 7, 2021, and was duly
elected the 46th President of the United
States in accordance with the Constitution
and all relevant laws. Courts of law, State
election officials, and the United States De-
partment of Justice found no evidence of
fraud sufficient to affect the outcome of the
2020 election.

SA 4677. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF UNITED
STATES CITIZENSHIP OR STATUS AS
AN ALIEN REQUIRED FOR FIREARM
PURCHASES.

Section 922 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(aa) DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF TUNITED
STATES CITIZENSHIP OR STATUS AS AN ALIEN
REQUIRED FOR FIREARM PURCHASES.—It shall
be unlawful for any person to sell or other-
wise dispose of a firearm to any individual
unless the individual—

‘(1) presents documentary proof of United
States citizenship, as defined in section 3 of
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993
(52 U.S.C. 20502);
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‘(2) if the individual is an alien lawfully
admitted for permanent residence (as defined
in section 101(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a))), presents—

‘“(A) documentary evidence of status as an
alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence, such as a permanent resident card
(Form I-551); and

‘“(B) a separate document showing proof of
residency; or

¢(3) if the individual is an alien who has
been lawfully admitted to the United States
under a nonimmigrant visa and who meets
one of the criteria under subsection (¥)(2),
presents—

““(A) a document showing proof of resi-
dency;

‘“(B) a document containing photo identi-
fication; and

“(C) documentation sufficient to establish
that the individual is an alien who has been
lawfully admitted to the United States under
a nonimmigrant visa and who meets one of
the criteria under subsection (y)(2).”.

SA 4678. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 8, line 6, strike ‘‘or’’ at the end.

On page 8, line 15, strike the period at the
end and insert ‘‘; or”.

On page 8, between lines 15 and 16, insert
the following:

‘(C) if the applicant lives at least 50 miles
from the nearest passport acceptance facil-
ity, the applicant presents documentary
proof of United States citizenship by mail or
online.”.

SA 4679. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 25, line 3, strike ‘‘(r)”” and insert
the following:

(r) EXEMPTION FROM PASSPORT FEES.—Sec-
tion 1(a)(2) of the Passport Act of June 4, 1920
(22 U.S.C. 214(a)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E)(ii), by striking the
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(F') any person who is applying for or re-
newing a passport on or after the date of the
enactment of the SAVE America Act in
order to present documentary proof of
United States citizenship pursuant to sec-
tion 4(b) or 6(e) of the National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20503(b) and
20505(e)).”".

(s)

SA 4680. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Fraudulent
Artificial Intelligence Regulations (FAIR)
Elections Act of 2026”°.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON FALSE AI-GENERATED
ELECTION MEDIA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) APPLICABLE FEDERAL ELECTION.—The
term ‘‘applicable Federal election” means
any general, primary, runoff, or special elec-
tion held solely or in part for the purpose of
nominating or electing a candidate for the
office of President, Vice President, Presi-
dential elector, Member of the Senate, Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives, or Dele-
gate or Commissioner from a Territory or
possession.

(2) ELECTION OFFICIAL.—The term ‘‘election
official” means any individual legally au-
thorized to perform duties in connection
with an applicable Federal election, includ-
ing workers, volunteers, poll workers, and
authorized poll observers.

(3) FALSE AI-GENERATED ELECTION MEDIA.—
The term ‘‘false Al-generated election
media” means text. image, audio, or video
that—

(A) is the product of a computational proc-
ess that uses machine learning, natural lan-
guage processing, artificial intelligence tech-
niques, or other computational processing
techniques of similar or greater complexity;
and

(B) either—

(i) contains materially false information
relating to—

(I) the time, place, or manner of holding
any applicable Federal election; or

(IT) the qualifications for or restrictions on
voter eligibility for any such election; or

(ii) falsely depicts an election official.

(b) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in
subsection (c), a person may not—

(1) knowingly distribute false AI-generated
election media described in subsection
(a)(3)(B)(1) if such person—

(A) knows such media contains materially
false information described in such sub-
section; and

(B) has the purpose of impeding or pre-
venting another person from exercising the
right to vote in an applicable Federal elec-
tion; or

(2) knowingly distribute false Al-generated
election media described in subsection
(a)(3)(B)(ii) if such person—

(A) knows the depiction of the election of-
ficial in such media is materially false; and

(B) has the intent to—

(i) intimidate or harass an election official;
or

(ii) deter another person from exercising
the right to vote in an applicable Federal
election.

(¢) INAPPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN ENTITIES.—
This section shall not apply to the following:

(1) A radio or television broadcasting sta-
tion, a cable or satellite television operator,
programmer, or producer, or a streaming
service that broadcasts false AI-generated
election media prohibited by this section as
part of a bona fide newscast, news interview,
news documentary, or on-the-spot coverage
of bona fide news events, if the broadcast
clearly acknowledges through content or a
disclosure, in a manner that can be easily
heard or read by the average listener or
viewer, that the information contained in
the media and described in subsection
(a)(2)(B) is false.

(2) A regularly published newspaper, maga-
zine, or other periodical of general circula-
tion, including an internet or electronic pub-
lication, that routinely carries news and
commentary of general interest, and that
publishes false AI-generated election media
prohibited under this section, if the publica-
tion clearly states that the information con-
tained in the media and described in sub-
section (a)(2)(B) is false.

(d) ENFORCEMENT.—The Attorney General
may bring a civil action against any person
who violates subsection (b) in an appropriate
United States District Court for such declar-
atory and injunctive relief (including a tem-
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porary restraining order, a permanent or
temporary injunction, or other order).
SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON REMOVAL OF NAMES

FROM VOTING ROLLS USING
UNVERIFIED VOTER CHALLENGE
DATABASES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Voter Reg-
istration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.)
is amended by inserting after section 8 the
following new section:

“SEC. 8A. RESTRICTIONS ON REMOVAL OF VOT-
ERS FROM OFFICIAL LISTS OF VOT-
ERS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A State may not remove
the name of any registrant from the official
list of voters eligible to vote in elections for
Federal office or take any action with re-
spect to a voter eligibility challenge unless
the registrant or voter is determined to be
ineligible to vote based on—

‘(1) source information received from gov-
ernmental entities and obtained by such en-
tities in the course of carrying out official
actions or duties; and

‘“(2) source information approved by the
Attorney General as sufficient to protect the
integrity and completeness of voter registra-
tion lists.

“(b) APPROVAL OF VOTER INFORMATION
DATA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General, in
consultation with the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
and the members of the Election Assistance
Commission, may approve source informa-
tion under subsection (a)(3) if such informa-
tion meets the following requirements:

‘“(A) The source information contains
qualifying data sets that allow the State
match the individual identified by the source
information with an individual on the offi-
cial list of voters eligible to vote in elections
for Federal office.

‘“(B) The source information is updated not
less than a monthly.

‘“(C) The source information was not ob-
tained in violation of section 1030 of title 18,
United States Code (commonly known as the
‘Computer Fraud and Abuse Act’).

‘“(2) QUALIFYING DATA SETS.—For purposes
of paragraph (1)(A), the term ‘qualifying data
sets’ means the following sets of data with
respect to an individual:

‘“(A) Last name, first name, and full social
security number.

‘“(B) Last name, first name, and driver’s li-
cense or other unique identifying number as-
signed by the State.

‘“(C) Last name, first name, last four digits
of a social security number, and date of
birth.

‘(D) Last name, full social security num-
ber, and date of birth.

““(c) COORDINATION WITH OTHER METHODS.—
Nothing in this section be construed to pre-
clude—

“(1) the removal of names from official
lists of voters on a basis described in para-
graph (3) (A) or (B) or (4)(A) of section 8(a);

“(2) the removal of names from official
lists of voters on a basis described in section
8(c); or

““(3) correction of registration records pur-
suant to this Act.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 8(a)
of such Act (52 U.S.C. 20507(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘provide”’
and inserting ‘‘subject to section 8A, pro-
vide’’; and

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘conduct”
and inserting ‘‘subject to section 8A, con-
duct”.

SEC. 4. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Act, or an amend-
ment made by this Act, or the application of
such provision to any person or cir-
cumstance, is held to be invalid, the remain-
der of this Act, or an amendment made by
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this Act, or the application of such provision
to other persons or circumstances, shall not
be affected.

SA 4681. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“End Crypto
Corruption Act of 2026”".
SEC. 2. PROHIBITED FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 131 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SUBCHAPTER IV—PROHIBITED
FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS

“§ 13151. Definitions

“In this subchapter:

‘(1) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘cov-
ered individual’ means—

‘“(A) the President;

‘“(B) the Vice President;

‘(C) a Member of Congress;

‘(D) an individual appointed to a Senate-
confirmed position; or

‘“(E) a special Government employee (as
defined in section 202 of title 18) associated
with the Executive Office of the President.

‘“(2) DEPENDENT CHILD; MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS.—The terms ‘dependent child’ and
‘Member of Congress’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 13101.

‘“(3) DIRECTLY.—The term ‘directly’ means
by virtue of the ownership or beneficial in-
terest of a covered individual, or the spouse
or dependent child of a covered individual, in
a financial interest described in paragraph
G)(A).

‘“(4) INDIRECTLY.—The term ‘indirectly’
means by virtue of the financial interest of a
covered individual, or the spouse or depend-
ent child of a covered individual, in a busi-
ness entity, partnership interest, company,
investment fund, trust, or other third party
in which the covered individual, or the
spouse or dependent child of a covered indi-
vidual, has an ownership or beneficial inter-
est.

*“(5) PROHIBITED FINANCIAL TRANSACTION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘prohibited fi-
nancial transaction’ means—

‘(i) any issuance, sponsorship, or endorse-
ment of a cryptocurrency, meme coin, token,
non-fungible token, stablecoin, or other dig-
ital asset that is sold for remuneration;

‘(ii) any financial interest comparable to
an interest described in clause (i) that is ac-
quired through synthetic means, such as the
use of a derivative, including an option, war-
rant, or other similar means; or

‘‘(iii) any financial interest comparable to
an interest described in clause (i) that is ac-
quired as part of an aggregation or compila-
tion of such interests through a mutual fund,
exchange-traded fund, or other similar
means.

“(B) EXCcLUSIONS.—The term ‘prohibited fi-
nancial transaction’ does not include the
mere purchase, sale, holding, or other con-
duct relating to financial instruments or as-
sets routinely accessible to any member of
the public.

‘(6) SENATE-CONFIRMED  POSITION.—The
term ‘Senate-confirmed position’ means a
position in a department or agency of the ex-
ecutive branch of the United States for
which appointment is required to be made by
the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.
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“§13152. Prohibition on certain transactions

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), a covered individual, or the
spouse or dependent child of a covered indi-
vidual, may not engage directly or indirectly
in a prohibited financial transaction—

‘(1) during the term of service of the cov-
ered individual; or

‘(2) during the 1-year period beginning on
the date on which the service of the covered
individual is terminated.

“(b) LIABILITY AND IMMUNITY.—For pur-
poses of any immunities to civil liability,
any conduct relating to a prohibited finan-
cial transaction under this section shall be
deemed an unofficial act and beyond the
scope of the official duties of the relevant
covered individual.

“§13153. Civil penalties

‘“(a) CIVIL ACTION.—The Attorney General
may bring a civil action in any appropriate
district court of the United States against
any covered individual who violates section
13152(a).

“(b) CivIL PENALTY.—Any covered indi-
vidual who Kknowingly violates section
13152(a) shall be subject to a civil monetary
penalty equal to not more than 10 percent of
the value of the financial interest that is the
subject of the prohibited conduct, or the
amount of financial gain, if any, that the
covered individual benefitted from relating
to the prohibited conduct, whichever is
greater.

‘‘(c) DISGORGEMENT.—A covered individual
who is found to have violated section 13152(a)
in a civil action under subsection (a) shall
disgorge to the Treasury of the United
States any profit from the prohibited con-
duct that is the subject of that civil ac-
tion.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 131 of title 5, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘SUBCHAPTER IV—PROHIBITED FINANCIAL
TRANSACTIONS
¢“13151. Definitions.
¢“13152. Prohibition on certain transactions.
¢‘13153. Civil penalties.”.
SEC. 3. CRIMINAL PENALTIES RELATING TO PRO-
HIBITED FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 11 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§ 227A. Prohibited financial transactions

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘cov-
ered individual’ means—

‘“(A) the President;

‘(B) the Vice President;

‘(C) a Member of Congress;

‘(D) an individual appointed to a Senate-
confirmed position; or

‘“(E) a special Government employee (as
defined in section 202) associated with the
Executive Office of the President.

‘(2> MEMBER OF CONGRESS.—The term
‘Member of Congress’ has the meaning given
that term in section 13101 of title 5.

*“(3) PROHIBITED FINANCIAL TRANSACTION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘prohibited fi-
nancial transaction’ means—

‘(i) any issuance, sponsorship, or endorse-
ment of a cryptocurrency, meme coin, token,
non-fungible token, stablecoin, or other dig-
ital asset that is sold for remuneration; or

‘“(ii) any financial interest comparable to
an interest described in clause (i) that is ac-
quired through synthetic means, such as the
use of a derivative, including an option, war-
rant, or other similar means.

‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘prohibited fi-
nancial transaction’ does not include the
mere purchase, sale, holding, or other con-
duct relating to financial instruments or as-
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sets routinely accessible to any member of
the public.

‘“(4) SENATE-CONFIRMED  POSITION.—The
term ‘Senate-confirmed position’ means a
position in a department or agency of the ex-
ecutive branch of the United States for
which appointment is required to be made by
the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.

““(b) BENEFITTING FROM PROHIBITED FINAN-
CIAL TRANSACTION.—Any covered individual
who—

‘(1) knowingly violates any provision of
section 13152(a) of title 5; and

¢(2) through such violation—

‘“(A) causes an aggregate loss of not less
than $1,000,000 to 1 or more persons in the
United States; or

‘“(B) benefits financially, through profit,
gain, or advantage, directly or indirectly
through any family member or business as-
sociate of the covered individual, from the
sale, purchase, or distribution of the finan-
cial interest described in subsection
(a)(3)(A)(i) issued, sponsored, or endorsed in
violation of section 13152(a) of title 5,
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for
not more than 5 years, or both.

‘“(c) BRIBERY.—Any covered
who—

‘(1) knowingly violates any provision of
section 13152(a) of title 5; and

‘“(2) directly or indirectly, corruptly de-
mands, seeks, receives, accepts, or agrees to
receive or accept any thing of value person-
ally or for any other person or entity, in re-
turn for—

‘““(A) being influenced in the performance
of any official act;

‘“(B) being influenced to commit or aid in
committing, or to collude in, or allow, any
fraud, or make opportunity for the commis-
sion of any fraud, on the United States; or

“(C) being induced to do or omit to do any
act in violation of the official duty of such
official or person,
shall be fined under this title or not more
than 2 times the monetary equivalent of the
thing of value, whichever is greater, or im-
prisoned for not more than 5 years, or both,
and may be disqualified from holding any of-
fice of honor, trust, or profit under the
United States.

‘(d) INTENT.—To incur criminal liability
under this section, it shall not be required
that a covered individual intended to create
a financial interest described in subsection
(a)(3)(A)(i) through the issuance, sponsorship
or endorsement of the financial interest de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3)(A)(i).

‘“(e) LIABILITY AND IMMUNITY.—For pur-
poses of any immunities to civil and crimi-
nal liability, any conduct relating to a pro-
hibited financial transaction under this sec-
tion shall be deemed an unofficial act and
beyond the scope of official duties of the rel-
evant covered individual.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 11 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 227 the fol-
lowing:

individual

¢‘227A. Prohibited financial transactions.”.

SA 4682. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
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SECTION 1. BAN ON TRADING EVENT CONTRACTS
BY CERTAIN GOVERNMENT OFFI-
CIALS.

Section 5¢ of the Commodity Exchange Act
(7 U.8.C. 7a-2) is amended by inserting after
subsection (c¢) the following:

‘“(d) BAN ON TRADING EVENT CONTRACTS BY
CERTAIN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘cov-
ered individual’ means—

‘(i) the President;

‘“(ii) the Vice President; and

¢“(iii) a Member of Congress.

‘““(B) EVENT CONTRACT.—The term ‘event
contract’” means an agreement, contract,
transaction, or swap in an excluded com-
modity that is based on an occurrence, ex-
tent of an occurrence of, or contingency.

‘(C) MATERIAL NONPUBLIC INFORMATION.—
The term ‘material nonpublic information’
means information—

‘(i) that a reasonable investor would con-
sider important in making a decision regard-
ing purchasing, selling, or otherwise ex-
changing an agreement or contract in a com-
modity or a commodity for future delivery;
and

‘‘(ii) that is not publicly available.

‘(D) MEMBER OF CONGRESS.—The term
‘Member of Congress’ has the meaning given
the term in section 13101 of title 5, United
States Code.

‘“(E) SENIOR EXECUTIVE BRANCH OFFICIAL.—
The term ‘senior executive branch official’
means any officer or employee described in
any of paragraphs (3) through (8) of section
13103(f) of title 5, United States Code.

‘‘(2) BAN ON TRADING EVENT CONTRACTS.—

‘“(A) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—No covered in-
dividual may purchase, sell, or otherwise ex-
change an event contract.

‘“(B) SENIOR EXECUTIVE BRANCH OFFICIALS.—
No senior executive branch official may pur-
chase, sell, or otherwise exchange an event
contract the subject of which is a matter in
which the senior executive branch official
participates personally and substantially as
a Government officer or employee, through
decision, approval, disapproval, rec-
ommendation, the rendering of advice, inves-
tigation, or otherwise, in a judicial or other
proceeding, application, request for a ruling
or other determination, contract, claim, con-
troversy, charge, accusation, arrest, or other
particular matter.

“‘(3) CIVIL ACTIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General
may bring a civil action in the appropriate
United States district court against any in-
dividual who engages in conduct in violation
of paragraph (2).

“(B) CiviL PENALTY.—In a civil action
under subparagraph (A), if it is demonstrated
by a preponderance of the evidence that the
individual has violated paragraph (2), the in-
dividual shall be subject to a civil penalty of
not more than the greater of—

‘(i) $10,000 for each violation; and

‘“(ii) the amount of profit made through
the purchase, sale, or exchange of the event
contract in violation of paragraph (2).

‘“(C) NO PRECLUSION OF ALTERNATIVE REM-
EDIES.—The imposition of a civil penalty
under this paragraph does not preclude any
other criminal or civil statutory, common
law, or administrative remedy that is avail-
able by law to the United States or any other
person.

‘“(4) FOREIGN BOARDS OF TRADE.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION OF FOREIGN BOARD OF
TRADE.—In this paragraph, the term ‘foreign
board of trade’ means a board of trade that—

‘(i) is organized under the laws of a non-
United States jurisdiction or has its prin-
cipal place of business outside the United
States; and



March 19, 2026

‘(i) avails itself of any means or instru-
mentality of interstate commerce in the
conduct of its business as a board of trade.

‘“‘(B) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Each foreign
board of trade shall submit to the Commis-
sion quarterly reports describing each pur-
chase, sale, or other exchange on the foreign
board of trade in violation of paragraph (2).

‘(C) ENFORCEMENT.—A foreign board of
trade that fails to submit a report required
by subparagraph (B) shall be subject to rev-
ocation of the registration of the foreign
board of trade by the Commission.

‘“(6) INSIDER TRADING.—The Commission
shall issue a rule to restrict the inappro-
priate use of material nonpublic informa-
tion, in breach of an express or implied duty
not to use or disclose such material non-
public information, as a means of making a
profit through the purchase, sale, or other
exchange of an event contract, including by
requiring designated contract markets to
prohibit the purchase, sale, or other ex-
change of an event contract by such individ-
uals as the Commission determines to be ap-
propriate in the public interest.”.

SA 4683. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Freedom to
Vote by Mail Act’’.

SEC. 2. VOTING BY MAIL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Subtitle A of title III
of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52
U.S.C. 21081 et seq.) is amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 305 and 306 as
sections 306 and 307, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 304 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 305. PROMOTING ABILITY OF VOTERS TO
VOTE BY MAIL.

‘‘(a) UNIFORM AVAILABILITY OF ABSENTEE
VOTING TO ALL VOTERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an individual in a
State is eligible to cast a vote in an election
for Federal office, the State may not impose
any additional conditions or requirements on
the eligibility of the individual to cast the
vote in such election by absentee ballot by
mail.

“(2) ADMINISTRATION OF VOTING BY MAIL.—

‘“(A) PROHIBITING IDENTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENT AS CONDITION OF OBTAINING OR CASTING
BALLOT.—A State may not require an indi-
vidual to submit any form of identifying doc-
ument as a condition of obtaining or casting
an absentee ballot, except that nothing in
this subparagraph may be construed to pre-
vent a State from requiring—

‘(i) the information required to complete
an application for voter registration for an
election for Federal office under section
303(a)(5)(A), provided that a State may not
deny a voter a ballot or the opportunity to
cast it on the grounds that the voter does
not possess a current and valid driver’s li-
cense number or a social security number; or

‘‘(ii) a signature of the individual or simi-
lar affirmation as a condition of obtaining or
casting an absentee ballot.

‘(B) PROHIBITING FAULTY MATCHING RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR IDENTIFYING INFORMATION.—
A State may not deny a voter an absentee
ballot or reject an absentee ballot cast by a
voter—

‘‘(i) on the grounds that the voter provided
a different form of identifying information
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under subparagraph (A) than the voter origi-
nally provided when registering to vote or
when requesting an absentee ballot; or

‘(i) due to an error in, or omission of,
identifying information required by a State
under subparagraph (A), if such error or
omission is not material to an individual’s
eligibility to vote under section 2004(a)(2)(B)
of the Revised Statutes (b2 TU.S.C.
10101(a)(2)(B)).

¢“(C) PROHIBITING REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE
NOTARIZATION OR WITNESS SIGNATURE AS CON-
DITION OF OBTAINING OR CASTING BALLOT.—A
State may not require notarization or wit-
ness signature or other formal authentica-
tion (other than voter attestation) as a con-
dition of obtaining or casting an absentee
ballot, except that nothing in this subpara-
graph may be construed to prohibit a State
from enforcing a law which has a witness sig-
nature requirement for a ballot where a
voter oath is attested to with a mark rather
than a voter’s signature.

‘“(3) NO EFFECT ON IDENTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR FIRST-TIME VOTERS REGISTERING
BY MAIL.—Nothing in this subsection may be
construed to exempt any individual de-
scribed in paragraph (1) of section 303(b) from
meeting the requirements of paragraph (2) of
such section.

“(b) DUE PROCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR
STATES REQUIRING SIGNATURE
VERIFICATION.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—A State may not impose
a signature verification requirement as a
condition of accepting and counting a mail-
in ballot or absentee ballot submitted by any
individual with respect to an election for
Federal office unless the State meets the due
process requirements described in paragraph
(2).

“(B) SIGNATURE VERIFICATION REQUIREMENT
DESCRIBED.—In this subsection, a ‘signature
verification requirement’ is a requirement
that an election official verify the identifica-
tion of an individual by comparing the signa-
ture of the individual on the mail-in ballot
or absentee ballot with the individual’s sig-
nature on the official list of registered voters
in the State or another official record or
other document used by the State to verify
the signatures of voters.

‘‘(2) DUE PROCESS REQUIREMENTS.—

“(A) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE DIS-
CREPANCY IN SIGNATURES.—If an individual
submits a mail-in ballot or an absentee bal-
lot and the appropriate State or local elec-
tion official determines that a discrepancy
exists between the signature on such ballot
and the signature of such individual on the
official list of registered voters in the State
or other official record or document used by
the State to verify the signatures of voters,
such election official, prior to making a final
determination as to the validity of such bal-
lot, shall—

‘(i) as soon as practical, but not later than
the next business day after such determina-
tion is made, make a good faith effort to no-
tify the individual by mail, telephone, and (if
available) text message and electronic mail
that—

‘“(I) a discrepancy exists between the sig-
nature on such ballot and the signature of
the individual on the official list of reg-
istered voters in the State or other official
record or document used by the State to
verify the signatures of voters; and

‘“(IT) if such discrepancy is not cured prior
to the expiration of the third day following
the State’s deadline for receiving mail-in
ballots or absentee ballots, such ballot will
not be counted; and

‘(i) cure such discrepancy and count the
ballot if, prior to the expiration of the third
day following the State’s deadline for receiv-
ing mail-in ballots or absentee ballots, the
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individual provides the official with informa-
tion to cure such discrepancy, either in per-
son, by telephone, or by electronic methods.

‘“(B) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE
MISSING SIGNATURE OR OTHER DEFECT.—If an
individual submits a mail-in ballot or an ab-
sentee ballot without a signature or submits
a mail-in ballot or an absentee ballot with
another defect which, if left uncured, would
cause the ballot to not be counted, the ap-
propriate State or local election official,
prior to making a final determination as to
the validity of the ballot, shall—

‘‘(i) as soon as practical, but not later than
the next business day after such determina-
tion is made, make a good faith effort to no-
tify the individual by mail, telephone, and (if
available) text message and electronic mail
that—

“(I) the ballot did not include a signature
or has some other defect; and

‘“(IT) if the individual does not provide the
missing signature or cure the other defect
prior to the expiration of the third day fol-
lowing the State’s deadline for receiving
mail-in ballots or absentee ballots, such bal-
lot will not be counted; and

‘“(ii) count the ballot if, prior to the expi-

ration of the third day following the State’s
deadline for receiving mail-in ballots or ab-
sentee ballots, the individual provides the of-
ficial with the missing signature on a form
proscribed by the State or cures the other
defect.
This subparagraph does not apply with re-
spect to a defect consisting of the failure of
a ballot to meet the applicable deadline for
the acceptance of the ballot, as described in
subsection (e).

¢(C) OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—AnN election official may
not make a determination that a discrep-
ancy exists between the signature on a mail-
in ballot or an absentee ballot and the signa-
ture of the individual on the official list of
registered voters in the State or other offi-
cial record or other document used by the
State to verify the signatures of voters un-
less—

“(I) not fewer than 2 election officials
make the determination;

““(IT) each official who makes the deter-
mination has received training in procedures
used to verify signatures; and

““(ITI) of the officials who make the deter-
mination, not fewer than 1 is affiliated with
the political party whose candidate received
the most votes in the most recent statewide
election for Federal office held in the State
and not fewer than 1 is affiliated with the po-
litical party whose candidate received the
second most votes in the most recent state-
wide election for Federal office held in the
State.

‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Clause (i)(III) shall not
apply to any State in which, under a law
that is in effect continuously on and after
the date of enactment of this section, deter-
minations regarding signature discrepancies
are made by election officials who are not af-
filiated with a political party.

““(3) REPORT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the end of a Federal election cycle,
each chief State election official shall sub-
mit to the Commission a report containing
the following information for the applicable
Federal election cycle in the State:

‘(i) The number of ballots invalidated due
to a discrepancy under this subsection.

‘‘(ii) Description of attempts to contact
voters to provide notice as required by this
subsection.

‘‘(iii) Description of the cure process devel-
oped by such State pursuant to this sub-
section, including the number of ballots de-
termined valid as a result of such process.
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‘(B) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 10 days after receiving a report under
subparagraph (A), the Commission shall
transmit such report to Congress.

‘(C) FEDERAL ELECTION CYCLE DEFINED.—
For purposes of this subsection, the term
‘Federal election cycle’ means, with respect
to any regularly scheduled election for Fed-
eral office, the period beginning on the day
after the date of the preceding regularly
scheduled general election for Federal office
and ending on the date of such regularly
scheduled general election.

‘“(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed—

“(A) to prohibit a State from rejecting a
ballot attempted to be cast in an election for
Federal office by an individual who is not el-
igible to vote in the election; or

‘“(B) to prohibit a State from providing an
individual with more time and more methods
for curing a discrepancy in the individual’s
signature, providing a missing signature, or
curing any other defect than the State is re-
quired to provide under this subsection.

‘“(c) APPLICATIONS FOR ABSENTEE BAL-
LOTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to such other
methods as the State may establish for an
individual to apply for an absentee ballot,
each State shall permit an individual to sub-
mit an application for an absentee ballot on-
line.

‘(2) TREATMENT OF WEBSITES.—A State
shall be considered to meet the requirements
of paragraph (1) if the website of the appro-
priate State or local election official allows
an application for an absentee ballot to be
completed and submitted online and if the
website permits the individual—

‘““(A) to print the application so that the
individual may complete the application and
return it to the official; or

‘(B) to request that a paper copy of the ap-
plication be transmitted to the individual by
mail or electronic mail so that the indi-
vidual may complete the application and re-
turn it to the official.

¢(3) ENSURING DELIVERY PRIOR TO ELEC-
TION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—If an individual who is
eligible to vote in an election for Federal of-
fice submits an application for an absentee
ballot in the election and such application is
received by the appropriate State or local
election official not later than 13 days (ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public
holidays) before the date of the election, the
election official shall ensure that the ballot
and related voting materials are promptly
mailed to the individual.

‘“(B) APPLICATIONS RECEIVED CLOSE TO
ELECTION DAY.—If an individual who is eligi-
ble to vote in an election for Federal office
submits an application for an absentee ballot
in the election and such application is re-
ceived by the appropriate State or local elec-
tion official after the date described in sub-
paragraph (A) but not later than 7 days (ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public
holidays) before the date of the election, the
election official shall, to the greatest extent
practical, ensure that the ballot and related
voting materials are mailed to the individual
within 1 business day of the receipt of the
application.

“(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph shall preclude a State or local
jurisdiction from allowing for the acceptance
and processing of absentee ballot applica-
tions submitted or received after the date de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).

‘(4) APPLICATION FOR ALL FUTURE ELEC-
TIONS.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A?t the option of an indi-
vidual, the individual’s application to vote
by absentee ballot by mail in an election for
Federal office shall be treated as an applica-
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tion for an absentee ballot by mail in all sub-
sequent elections for Federal office held in
the State.

“(B) DURATION OF TREATMENT.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an indi-
vidual who is treated as having applied for
an absentee ballot for all subsequent elec-
tions for Federal office held in the State
under subparagraph (A), such treatment
shall remain effective until the earlier of
such time as—

‘“(I) the individual is no longer registered
to vote in the State; or

‘“(IT) the individual provides an affirmative
written notice revoking such treatment.

¢‘(ii) PROHIBITION ON REVOCATION BASED ON
FAILURE TO VOTE.—The treatment of an indi-
vidual as having applied for an absentee bal-
lot for all subsequent elections held in the
State under subparagraph (A) shall not be re-
voked on the basis that the individual has
not voted in an election.

“(d) ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
DiIsABILITIES.—Each State shall ensure that
all absentee ballot applications, absentee
ballots, and related voting materials in elec-
tions for Federal office are accessible to indi-
viduals with disabilities in a manner that
provides the same opportunity for access and
participation (including with privacy and
independence) as for other voters.

‘‘(e) UNIFORM DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF
MAILED BALLOTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State or local election
official may not refuse to accept or process a
ballot submitted by an individual by mail
with respect to an election for Federal office
in the State on the grounds that the indi-
vidual did not meet a deadline for returning
the ballot to the appropriate State or local
election official if—

““(A) the ballot is postmarked or otherwise
indicated by the United States Postal Serv-
ice to have been mailed on or before the date
of the election; and

‘(B) the ballot is received by the appro-
priate election official prior to the expira-
tion of the 7-day period which begins on the
date of the election.

“(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to prohibit
a State from having a law that allows for
counting of ballots in an election for Federal
office that are received through the mail
after the date that is 7 days after the date of
the election.

“(f) ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF RETURNING
BALLOTS.—In addition to permitting an indi-
vidual to whom a ballot in an election was
provided under this section to return the bal-
lot to an election official by mail, each State
shall permit the individual to cast the ballot
by delivering the ballot at such times and to
such locations as the State may establish,
including—

‘(1) permitting the individual to deliver
the ballot to a polling place within the juris-
diction in which the individual is registered
or otherwise eligible to vote on any date on
which voting in the election is held at the
polling place; and

‘(2) permitting the individual to deliver
the ballot to a designated ballot drop-off lo-
cation, a tribally designated building, or the
office of a State or local election official.

“‘(g) BALLOT PROCESSING AND SCANNING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State or jurisdic-
tion shall begin processing and scanning bal-
lots cast by mail for tabulation not later
than the date that is 14 days prior to the
date of the election involved, except that a
State may begin processing and scanning
ballots cast by mail for tabulation after such
date if the date on which the State begins
such processing and scanning ensures, to the
greatest extent practical, that ballots cast
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before the date of the election are processed
and scanned before the date of the election.

‘(2) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed—

‘““(A) to permit a State to tabulate ballots
in an election before the closing of the polls
on the date of the election unless such tab-
ulation is a necessary component of
preprocessing in the State and is performed
in accordance with existing State law; or

‘“(B) to permit an official to make public
any results of tabulation and processing be-
fore the closing of the polls on the date of
the election.

“(h) PROHIBITING RESTRICTIONS ON DIs-
TRIBUTION OF ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICA-
TIONS BY THIRD PARTIES.—A State may not
prohibit any person from providing an appli-
cation for an absentee ballot in the election
to any individual who is eligible to vote in
the election.

‘(1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to affect the
authority of States to conduct elections for
Federal office through the use of polling
places at which individuals cast ballots.

“(j) No EFFECT ON BALLOTS SUBMITTED BY
ABSENT MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS.—
Nothing in this section may be construed to
affect the treatment of any ballot submitted
by an individual who is entitled to vote by
absentee ballot under the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52
U.S.C. 20301 et seq.).

‘“(k) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in
November 2028 and each succeeding election
for Federal office.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of
contents of such Act is amended—

(A) by redesignating the items relating to
sections 305 and 306 as relating to sections
306 and 307, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after the item relating to
section 304 the following new item:

“Sec. 305. Promoting ability of voters to
vote by mail.”.
(b) SAME-DAY PROCESSING OF ABSENTEE
BALLOTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 34 of title 39,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§3407. Same-day processing of ballots

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Postal Service shall
ensure, to the maximum extent practicable,
that any ballot carried by the Postal Service
is processed by and cleared from any postal
facility or post office on the same day that
the ballot is received by that facility or post
office.

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section—

‘(1) the term ‘ballot’ means any ballot
transmitted by a voter by mail in an election
for Federal office, but does not include any
ballot covered by section 3406; and

‘(2) the term ‘election for Federal office’
means a general, special, primary, or runoff
election for the office of President or Vice
President, or of Senator or Representative
in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to,
the Congress.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 34 of
title 39, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

¢‘3407. Same-day processing of ballots.”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this subsection shall apply to absen-
tee ballots relating to an election for Fed-
eral office occurring on or after January 1,
2028.

(c) DEVELOPMENT OF
VERIFICATION METHODS.—

ALTERNATIVE
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(1) DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDS.—The Di-
rector of the National Institute of Stand-
ards, in consultation with the Election As-
sistance Commission, shall develop stand-
ards for the use of alternative methods
which could be used in place of signature
verification requirements for purposes of
verifying the identification of an individual
voting by mail-in or absentee ballot in elec-
tions for Federal office.

(2) PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT.—The Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards
shall solicit comments from the public in the
development of standards under paragraph
Q).

(3) DEADLINE.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the National Institute of Standards
shall publish the standards developed under
paragraph (1).

SEC. 3. BALLOTING MATERIALS TRACKING PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Subtitle A of title III
of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52
U.S.C. 21081 et seq.), as amended by section 2,
is amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 306 and 307 as
sections 307 and 308, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 305 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 306. BALLOT MATERIALS TRACKING PRO-
GRAM.

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Each State shall carry
out a program to track and confirm the re-
ceipt of mail-in ballots and absentee ballots
in an election for Federal office under which
the State or local election official respon-
sible for the receipt of such voted ballots in
the election carries out procedures to track
and confirm the receipt of such ballots, and
makes information on the receipt of such
ballots available to the individual who cast
the ballot.

“(b) MEANS OF CARRYING OUT PROGRAM.—A
State may meet the requirements of sub-
section (a)—

‘(1) through a program—

‘“(A) which is established by the State;

‘(B) under which the State or local elec-
tion official responsible for the receipt of
voted mail-in ballots and voted absentee bal-
lots in the election—

‘(i) carries out procedures to track and
confirm the receipt of such ballots; and

‘‘(ii) makes information on the receipt of
such ballots available to the individual who
cast the ballot; and

“(C) which meets the requirements of sub-
section (c); or

‘(2) through the ballot materials tracking
service established under section 3(b) of the
Freedom to Vote by Mail Act.

“(c) STATE PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—The
requirements of this subsection are as fol-
lows:

(1) INFORMATION ON WHETHER VOTE WAS AC-
CEPTED.—The information referred to under
subsection (b)(1)(B)(ii) with respect to the re-
ceipt of mail-in ballot or an absentee ballot
shall include information regarding whether
the vote cast on the ballot was accepted,
and, in the case of a vote which was rejected,
the reasons therefor.

“(2) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—Infor-
mation on whether a ballot was accepted or
rejected shall be available within 1 business
day of the State accepting or rejecting the
ballot.

““(3) ACCESSIBILITY OF INFORMATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided
under subparagraph (B), the information pro-
vided under the program shall be available
by means of online access using the internet
site of the State or local election office.

‘(B) USE OF TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER
BY OFFICIALS WITHOUT INTERNET SITE.—In the
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case of a State or local election official
whose office does not have an internet site,
the program shall require the official to es-
tablish a toll-free telephone number that
may be used by an individual who cast an ab-
sentee ballot to obtain the information re-
quired under subsection (b)(1)(B).

‘“(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in
November 2028 and each succeeding election
for Federal office.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 102
of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Ab-
sentee Voting Act (62 U.S.C. 20302) is amend-
ed by striking subsection (h) and redesig-
nating subsection (i) as subsection (h).

(b) BALLOTING MATERIALS TRACKING SERV-
ICE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1,
2028, the Secretary of Homeland Security, in
consultation with the Chair of the Election
Assistance Commission, the Postmaster Gen-
eral, the Director of the General Services
Administration, the Presidential designee,
and State election officials, shall establish a
balloting materials tracking service to be
used by State and local jurisdictions to in-
form voters on the status of voter registra-
tion applications, absentee ballot applica-
tions, absentee ballots, and mail-in ballots.

(2) INFORMATION TRACKED.—The balloting
materials tracking service established under
paragraph (1) shall provide to a voter the fol-
lowing information with respect to that
voter:

(A) In the case of balloting materials sent
by mail, tracking information from the
United States Postal Service and the Presi-
dential designee on balloting materials sent
to the voter and, to the extent feasible, re-
turned by the voter.

(B) The date on which any request by the
voter for an application for voter registra-
tion or an absentee ballot was received.

(C) The date on which any such requested
application was sent to the voter.

(D) The date on which any such completed
application was received from the voter and
the status of such application.

(E) The date on which any mail-in ballot or
absentee ballot was sent to the voter.

(F) The date on which any mail-in ballot or
absentee ballot was out for delivery to the
voter.

(G) The date on which the post office proc-
esses the ballot.

(H) The date on which the returned ballot
was out for delivery to the election office.

(I) Whether such ballot was accepted and

counted, and in the case of any ballot not
counted, the reason why the ballot was not
counted.
The information described in subparagraph
(I) shall be available not later than 1 day
after a determination is made on whether or
not to accept and count the ballot.

(3) METHOD OF PROVIDING INFORMATION.—
The balloting materials tracking service es-
tablished under paragraph (1) shall allow
voters the option to receive the information
described in paragraph (2) through email (or
other electronic means) or through the mail.

(4) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF LIMITED INFOR-
MATION.—Information described in subpara-
graphs (E), (G), and (I) of paragraph (2) shall
be made available to political parties and
voter registration organizations, at cost to
cover the expense of providing such informa-
tion, for use, in accordance with State guide-
lines and procedures, in helping to return or
cure mail-in ballots during any period in
which mail-in ballots may be returned.

() PROHIBITION ON FEES.—The Director
may not charge any fee to a State or juris-
diction for use of the balloting materials
tracking service in connection with any Fed-
eral, State, or local election.
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(6) PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE.—For purposes
of this subsection, the term ‘‘Presidential
designee’” means the Presidential designee
under section 101(a) of the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52
U.S.C. 20301(a)).

(7) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Director such sums as are necessary for
purposes of carrying out this subsection.

(¢) REIMBURSEMENT FOR COSTS INCURRED BY
STATES IN ESTABLISHING PROGRAM.—Subtitle
D of title II of the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (52 U.S.C. 21001 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following new part:
“PART 7—PAYMENTS TO REIMBURSE

STATES FOR COSTS INCURRED IN ES-

TABLISHING PROGRAM TO TRACK AND

CONFIRM RECEIPT OF ABSENTEE BAL-

LOTS
“SEC. 297. PAYMENTS TO STATES.

‘‘(a) PAYMENTS FOR COSTS OF PROGRAM.—In
accordance with this section, the Commis-
sion shall make a payment to a State to re-
imburse the State for the costs incurred in
establishing the absentee ballot tracking
program under section 306(b)(1) (including
costs incurred prior to the date of enactment
of this part).

“(b) CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE AND
CoSTS.—

‘(1) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—In order to
receive a payment under this section, a
State shall submit to the Commission a
statement containing—

““(A) a certification that the State has es-
tablished an absentee ballot tracking pro-
gram with respect to elections for Federal
office held in the State; and

‘(B) a statement of the costs incurred by
the State in establishing the program.

‘(2) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT.—The amount of
a payment made to a State under this sec-
tion shall be equal to the costs incurred by
the State in establishing the absentee ballot
tracking program, as set forth in the state-
ment submitted under paragraph (1), except
that such amount may not exceed the prod-
uct of—

‘““(A) the number of jurisdictions in the
State which are responsible for operating the
program; and

“(B) $3,000.

“(3) LIMIT ON NUMBER OF PAYMENTS RE-
CEIVED.—A State may not receive more than
one payment under this part.

“SEC. 297A. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated to the Commission for fis-
cal year 2028 and each succeeding fiscal year
such sums as may be necessary for payments
under this part.

““(b) CONTINUING AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—
Any amounts appropriated pursuant to the
authorization under this section shall re-
main available until expended.”’.

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of
contents of such Act, as amended by section
2, is amended—

(1) by adding at the end of the items relat-
ing to subtitle D of title II the following:
“PART 7—PAYMENTS TO REIMBURSE STATES

FOR COSTS INCURRED IN ESTABLISHING PRO-

GRAM TO TRACK AND CONFIRM RECEIPT OF

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

“Sec. 297. Payments to States.
‘“Sec. 297A. Authorization of
tions.”’;

(2) by redesignating the items relating to
sections 306 and 307 as relating to sections
307 and 308, respectively; and

(3) by inserting after the item relating to
section 305 the following new item:

‘“‘Sec. 306. Absentee ballot tracking pro-
gram.’’.

appropria-
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SEC. 4. ELECTION MAIL AND DELIVERY IMPROVE-
MENTS.

(a) POSTMARK REQUIRED FOR BALLOTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 34 of title 39,
United States Code, as amended by section
2(b), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“§3408. Postmark required for ballots

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any absen-
tee ballot carried by the Postal Service, the
Postal Service shall indicate on the ballot
envelope, using a postmark or otherwise—

‘(1) the fact that the ballot was carried by
the Postal Service; and

‘(2) the date on which the ballot was
mailed.

““(b) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section—

‘(1) the term ‘absentee ballot’ means any
ballot transmitted by a voter by mail in an
election for Federal office, but does not in-
clude any ballot covered by section 3406; and

‘(2) the term ‘election for Federal office’
means a general, special, primary, or runoff
election for the office of President or Vice
President, or of Senator or Representative
in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to,
the Congress.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 34 of
title 39, United States Code, as amended by
section 1301(b), is amended by adding at the
end the following:
¢‘3408. Postmark required for ballots.”’.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this subsection shall apply to absen-
tee ballots relating to an election for Fed-
eral office occurring on or after January 1,
2028.

(b) GREATER VISIBILITY FOR BALLOTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title III of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (562 U.S.C.
21081 et seq.), as amended by sections 2 and 3,
is amended—

(A) by redesignating sections 307 and 308 as
sections 308 and 309, respectively; and

(B) by inserting after section 306 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 307. BALLOT VISIBILITY.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State or local elec-
tion official shall—

“(1) affix Tag 191, Domestic and Inter-
national Mail-In Ballots (or any successor
tag designated by the United States Postal
Service), to any tray or sack of official bal-
lots relating to an election for Federal office
that is destined for a domestic or inter-
national address;

‘(2) use the Official Election Mail logo to
designate official ballots relating to an elec-
tion for Federal office that is destined for a
domestic or international address; and

“(3) if an intelligent mail barcode is uti-
lized for any official ballot relating to an
election for Federal office that is destined
for a domestic or international address, en-
sure the specific ballot service type identi-
fier for such mail is visible.

‘“‘(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements
of this section shall apply to elections for
Federal office occurring on and after Janu-
ary 1, 2028.”.

(2) VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE.—Section 311(b) of
such Act (62 U.S.C. 21101(b)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of para-
graph (2);

(B) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (3) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) in the case of the recommendations
with respect to section 307, January 1, 2028.”°.

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of
contents of such Act, as amended by sections
2 and 3, is amended—

(A) by redesignating the items relating to
sections 307 and 308 as relating to sections
308 and 309; and
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(B) by inserting after the item relating to
section 306 the following new item:
““Sec. 307. Ballot visibility.”.

SEC. 5. CARRIAGE OF ELECTION MAIL.

(a) TREATMENT OF ELECTION MAIL.—

(1) TREATMENT AS FIRST-CLASS MAIL; FREE
POSTAGE.—Chapter 34 of title 39, United
States Code, as amended by sections 2(b) and
4(a), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“§3409. Domestic election mail; restriction of
operational changes prior to elections

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘election mail’ means—

‘(1) a blank or completed voter registra-
tion application form, voter registration
card, or similar materials, relating to an
election for Federal office;

‘(2) a blank or completed absentee and
other mail-in ballot application form, and a
blank or completed absentee or other mail-in
ballot, relating to an election for Federal of-
fice, and

‘“(3) other materials relating to an election
for Federal office that are mailed by a State
or local election official to an individual who
is registered to vote.

“(b) CARRIAGE OF ELECTION MAIL.—Elec-
tion mail (other than balloting materials
covered under section 3406 (relating to the
Uniformed and Overseas Absentee Voting
Act)), individually or in bulk, shall be car-
ried in accordance with the service standards
established for first-class mail under section
3691.

““(c) NO POSTAGE REQUIRED FOR COMPLETED
BALLOTS.—Completed absentee or other
mail-in ballots (other than balloting mate-
rials covered under section 3406 (relating to
the Uniformed and Overseas Absentee Voting
Act)) shall be carried free of postage.

“ RESTRICTION OF OPERATIONAL
CHANGES.—During the 120-day period that
ends on the date of an election for Federal
office, the Postal Service may not carry out
any new operational change that would re-
strict the prompt and reliable delivery of
election mail. This subsection applies to
operational changes which include—

‘(1) removing or eliminating any mail col-
lection box without immediately replacing
it; and

‘(2) removing, decommissioning, or any
other form of stopping the operation of mail
sorting machines, other than for routine
maintenance.

‘“(e) ELECTION MAIL COORDINATOR.—The
Postal Service shall appoint an Election
Mail Coordinator at each area office and dis-
trict office to facilitate relevant information
sharing with State, territorial, local, and
Tribal election officials in regards to the
mailing of election mail.”.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF POSTAL SERVICE FOR
REVENUE FORGONE.—Section 2401(c) of title
39, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘sections 3217 and 3403 through 3406’ and
inserting ‘‘sections 3217, 3403 through 3406,
and 3409.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 34 of
title 39, United States Code, as amended by
section 1301(b) and section 1303(a), is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:
¢“3409. Domestic election mail; restriction of

operational changes prior to
elections.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect upon
the expiration of the 180-day period that be-
gins on the date of enactment of this section.
SEC. 6. REQUIRING STATES TO PROVIDE SE-

CURED DROP BOXES FOR VOTED
BALLOTS IN ELECTIONS FOR FED-
ERAL OFFICE.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Subtitle A of title III of

the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (62 U.S.C.

March 19, 2026

21081 et seq.), as amended by sections 2, 3,
and 4, is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 308 and 309 as
sections 309 and 310, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 307 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 308. USE OF SECURED DROP BOXES FOR
VOTED BALLOTS.

‘‘(a) REQUIRING USE OF DROP BOXES.—Each
jurisdiction shall provide in-person, secured,
and clearly labeled drop boxes at which indi-
viduals may, at any time during the period
described in subsection (b), drop off voted
ballots in an election for Federal office.

““(b) MINIMUM PERIOD FOR AVAILABILITY OF
DROP BOXES.—The period described in this
subsection is, with respect to an election,
the period that begins on the first day on
which the jurisdiction sends mail-in ballots
or absentee ballots (other than ballots for
absent uniformed overseas voters (as defined
in section 107(1) of the Uniformed and Over-
seas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (62 U.S.C.
20310(1))) or overseas voters (as defined in
section 107(5) of such Act (52 U.S.C. 20310(5))))
to voters for such election and which ends at
the time the polls close for the election in
the jurisdiction involved.

‘‘(c) ACCESSIBILITY.—

(1) HOURS OF ACCESS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), each drop box provided
under this section shall be accessible to vot-
ers for a reasonable number of hours each
day.

¢“(B) 24-HOUR DROP BOXES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Of the number of drop
boxes provided in any jurisdiction, not less
than the required number shall be accessible
for 24 hours per day during the period de-
scribed in subsection (b).

‘(i) REQUIRED NUMBER.—The
number is the greater of—

““(I) 25 percent of the drop boxes required
under subsection (d); or

“(II) 1 drop box.

*‘(2) POPULATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Drop boxes provided
under this section shall be accessible for
use—

‘(1) by individuals with disabilities, as de-
termined in consultation with the protection
and advocacy systems (as defined in section
102 of the Developmental Disabilities Assist-
ance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C.
15002)) of the State;

“(ii) by individuals with limited pro-
ficiency in the English language; and

‘‘(iii) by homeless individuals (as defined in
section 103 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11302)) within the
State.

‘(B) DETERMINATION OF ACCESSIBILITY FOR
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.—For purposes
of this paragraph, drop boxes shall be consid-
ered to be accessible for use by individuals
with disabilities if the drop boxes meet such
criteria as the Attorney General may estab-
lish for such purposes.

¢(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If a drop box
provided under this section is on the grounds
of or inside a building or facility which
serves as a polling place for an election dur-
ing the period described in subsection (b),
nothing in this subsection may be construed
to waive any requirements regarding the ac-
cessibility of such polling place for the use of
individuals with disabilities, individuals
with limited proficiency in the English lan-
guage, or homeless individuals.

‘‘(d) NUMBER OF DROP BOXES.—Each juris-
diction shall have—

‘(1) in the case of any election for Federal
office prior to the regularly scheduled gen-
eral election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2028, not less than 1 drop box for
every 45,000 registered voters located in the
jurisdiction; and

required
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‘“(2) in the case of the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in
November 2028 and each election for Federal
office occurring thereafter, not less than the
greater of—

““(A) 1 drop box for every 45,000 registered
voters located in the jurisdiction; or

‘(B) 1 drop box for every 15,000 votes that
were cast by mail in the jurisdiction in the
most recent general election that includes
an election for the office of President.

In no case shall a jurisdiction have fewer
than 1 drop box for any election for Federal
office.

““(e) LOCATION OF DROP BOXES.—The State
shall determine the location of drop boxes
provided under this section in a jurisdiction
on the basis of criteria which ensure that the
drop boxes are—

‘(1) available to all voters on a non-dis-
criminatory basis;

‘“(2) accessible to voters with disabilities
(in accordance with subsection (c));

‘“(38) accessible by public transportation to
the greatest extent possible;

‘“(4) available during all hours of the day;

‘() sufficiently available in all commu-
nities in the jurisdiction, including rural
communities and on Tribal lands within the
jurisdiction (subject to subsection (f)); and

‘‘(6) geographically distributed to provide a
reasonable opportunity for voters to submit
their voted ballot in a timely manner.

“(f) TIMING OF SCANNING AND PROCESSING
OF BALLOTS.—For purposes of section 305(g)
(relating to the timing of the processing and
scanning of ballots for tabulation), a vote
cast using a drop box provided under this
section shall be treated in the same manner
as a ballot cast by mail.

“(g) POSTING OF INFORMATION.—On or adja-
cent to each drop box provided under this
section, the State shall post information on
the requirements that voted absentee ballots
must meet in order to be counted and tab-
ulated in the election.

“(h) REMOTE SURVEILLANCE.—Nothing in
this section shall prohibit a State from pro-
viding for the security of drop boxes through
remote or electronic surveillance.

‘(i) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in
November 2028 and each succeeding election
for Federal office.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of
contents of such Act, as amended by sections
2, 3, and 4, is amended—

(1) by redesignating the items relating to
sections 308 and 309 as relating to sections
309 and 310, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to
section 307 the following new item:

“Sec. 308. Use of secured drop boxes for
voted absentee ballots.”.

SA 4684. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
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Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON FEDERAL PAY-
MENTS TO TERMINATE ELECTRIC
POWER PROJECTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED PERSON.—The term ‘‘covered
person’’ means any individual or entity that
holds a lease from the Department of the In-
terior for the use of Federal land for a cov-
ered project.

(2) COVERED PROJECT.—The term ‘‘covered
project’” means a project to generate, store,
or transmit electric energy on Federal land.

(b) PROHIBITION.—A Federal agency may
not, without prior authorization from Con-
gress, disburse any funding to, offer to pay,
or offer to exchange any property with, a
covered person in exchange for the covered
person terminating a covered project.

SA 4685. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . MAINTENANCE OF GRANTS AND RE-
VERSAL OF GRANT TERMINATIONS
FOR LOW-COST, CLEAN ENERGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act and notwithstanding
section 200.340(a)(4) of title 2, Code of Federal
Regulations, the Secretary of Energy, the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and the Secretary of Transpor-
tation may not terminate, in whole or in
part, a Federal award relating to clean en-
ergy technology (as defined in section 10701
of the Research and Development, Competi-
tion, and Innovation Act (42 U.S.C. 19291)),
require a renegotiation or rescoping of such
Federal award, or decide not to fund a future
budget period of such Federal award on the
basis that such Federal award no longer ef-
fectuates the applicable program goals or
agency priorities.

(b) REINSTATEMENT.—Any Federal award
described in subsection (a) that was termi-
nated, renegotiated, rescoped, or not pro-
gressed to future budget periods by the Sec-
retary of Energy, the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, or the
Secretary of Transportation after January
19, 2025, for no longer effectuating the pro-
gram goals or agency priorities, including
pursuant to section 200.340(a)(4) of title 2,
Code of Federal Regulations, shall be rein-
stated by such agency or entity under its
previous terms and conditions.

SA 4686. Mr. WYDEN (for himself,
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ALSOBROOKS, Mr. LUJAN, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Health Care and Lowering Costs Act’.

SEC. 2. REPEAL OF RECONCILIATION HEALTH
PROVISIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), subtitle B of title VII of An
Act to provide for reconciliation pursuant to
title II of H. Con. Res. 14 (Public Law 119-21)
is repealed and any law or regulation re-
ferred to in such subtitle shall be applied as
if such subtitle and the amendments made
by such subtitle had not been enacted.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply to the provisions of and amendments
made by sections 71202, 71306, and 71401 of
such Act.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS ALLOCATED
UNDER THE RURAL HEALTH TRANSFORMATION
PROGRAM.—Section 2105(h) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397ee(h)), as added by
Public Law 119-21, is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B)—

(i) in the subparagraph heading by striking
“UNEXPENDED OR UNOBLIGATED” and insert-
ing ““AVAILABILITY OF”’;

(ii) by striking clauses (i) through (iii) and
inserting the following:

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii),
funds allocated to a State from amounts ap-
propriated under subparagraph (A) shall re-
main available until expended.’’; and

(iii) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause
(ii); and

(B) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1)(B)(iv)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph
(L)(B)(ii)”.

SEC. 3. PERMANENT EXTENSION OF ENHANCED
TAX CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 36B(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by striking ‘‘but does not ex-
ceed 400 percent’’.

(b) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 36B(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended to read as follows:

‘“(A) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—The appli-
cable percentage for any taxable year shall
be the percentage such that the applicable
percentage for any taxpayer whose house-
hold income is within an income tier speci-
fied in the following table shall increase, on
a sliding scale in a linear manner, from the
initial premium percentage to the final pre-
mium percentage specified in such table for

Veterans Advisory Committee on Ms. HIRONO, Mr. REED, Ms. such income tier:

“In the case of household income Tg&&ﬂﬁ:ﬁl I)?snﬂﬂ%l

(expressed as a percent of poverty line)

within the following income tier: per(izgzn_tage pericsen_tage
UD 10 150 PBICENT ..ottt ettt ettt sttt et s s st en s et st et et s st s et e et an ettt 0 0
150 percent Up 10 200 PEICENT ........oviviieeeeeeceeeeeteee ettt sttt a sttt s et ne sttt ettt nees 0 2.0
200 percent UP £0 250 PEICENT ....cecvvceeiceceece ettt ettt bbb bbb bbbt n s 2.0 4.0
250 percent UP t0 300 PEICENT ....c.cvivceeeceeeeeece ettt sttt a ettt e et n et e et en e tan s 4.0 6.0
300 percent UP 10 400 PEICENT ....o.cvvceeeeceee ettt sttt ettt e et e et en et ene et en et an e 6.0 8.5
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“In the case of household income Tg&&ﬂ'&:ﬁ' yr]snﬂﬂ%l
(expressed as a percent of poverty line)
within the following income tier: per(izgzn_tage pericsen_tage
A00 PErCeNt AN NIGNEE .ottt s bbb s bbbttt bbb aee 8.5 8.5.".

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATING TO
AFFORDABILITY OF COVERAGE.—

(A) Paragraph (1) of section 36B(c) of such
Code is amended by striking subparagraph
(BE).

(B) Subparagraph (C) of section 36B(c)(2) of
such Code is amended by striking clause (iv).

(C) Paragraph (4) of section 36B(c) of such
Code is amended by striking subparagraph
(F).

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4687. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN ENERGY
EXPORTS TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA.

(a) PROHIBITION ON EXPORTATION OF LIQUE-
FIED NATURAL GAS.—On and after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the exportation of
liquefied natural gas produced in the United
States to the People’s Republic of China is
prohibited.

(b) PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF CRUDE AND
REFINED OIL AND CERTAIN PETROLEUM PROD-
UCTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.) is
amended by inserting after section 101 the
following:

“SEC. 102. PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF CERTAIN
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS TO THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, no petroleum product
described in subsection (b) that is produced
in the United States may be exported from
the United States to the People’s Republic of
China.

“(b) PETROLEUM PRODUCT DESCRIBED.—A
petroleum product referred to in subsection
(a) is—

‘(1) crude oil;

““(2) refined oil or a refined oil product;

““(3) residual fuel oil; or

‘“(4) any other petroleum product (other
than natural gas or any natural gas liquid
product).

‘“(c) APPLICABILITY.—

‘(1) PETROLEUM PRODUCTS IN TRANSPORT.—
Subsection (a) shall not apply to any petro-
leum product described in subsection (b) that
is in the process of being transported from
the United States to the People’s Republic of
China as of the date on which the prohibition
under that subsection takes effect pursuant
to subsection (d).

‘(2) NATURAL GAS.—Subsection (a) does not
apply to natural gas or any natural gas lig-
uid product.

‘‘(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The prohibition de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall take effect on
the date that is 10 days after the date of en-
actment of this section.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Emnergy Policy and Con-
servation Act (Public Law 94-163; 89 Stat.

871; 114 Stat. 2034) is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 101 the fol-
lowing:

‘“Sec. 102. Prohibition on export of certain
petroleum products to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.”.

3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
101(b) of division O of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2016 (42 U.S.C. 6212a(b)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘and section 102 of the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act’ after
‘“‘subsections (c¢) and (d)”’.

SA 4688. Mr. WYDEN (for himself,
Mr. LUJAN, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘‘Keeping Obstetrics Local Act’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—ENHANCING FINANCIAL SUP-
PORT FOR RURAL AND SAFETY NET
HOSPITALS THAT PROVIDE OBSTETRIC
SERVICES

Sec. 101. State studies and HHS report on
costs of providing maternity,
labor, and delivery services.

Sec. 102. Requiring adequate payment rates
under Medicaid for maternity,
labor, and delivery services at
eligible hospitals.

Increased Federal financial partici-
pation for maternity, labor, and
delivery services furnished by
eligible hospitals.

Labor and delivery services anchor
payments.

Application of adequate payment
requirement and increased Fed-
eral financial participation re-
quirements to CHIP.

Disregarding increased and addi-
tional payments to hospitals
for purposes of other supple-
mental payments and upper
payment limits.

TITLE II-EXPAND COVERAGE OF
MATERNAL HEALTH CARE

Sec. 201. Requiring 12-month continuous,
full benefit coverage for preg-
nant individuals under Med-
icaid and CHIP.

Health homes for pregnant and
postpartum women.

Guidance on supporting and im-
proving access to Medicaid and
CHIP coverage of services pro-
vided by doulas and certain ma-
ternal health professionals.

Medicaid and CHIP increased finan-
cial support for depression and
anxiety screening during the
perinatal and postpartum peri-
ods.

Presumptive eligibility
nant individuals.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 202.

Sec. 203.

Sec. 204.

Sec. 205. for preg-

TITLE III-INVEST IN THE MATERNAL
HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE

Sec. 301. Emergency obstetric workforce
support.

Sec. 302. Streamlined screening and enroll-
ment of providers of maternity,
labor, and delivery services in
neighboring States.

TITLE IV—REQUIRING PUBLIC COMMU-
NICATION OF OBSTETRICS DATA AND
UNIT CLOSURES

Sec. 401. Timely notifications of impending
hospital obstetric unit closures.

Sec. 402. Collection of data relating to hos-
pital labor and delivery serv-
ices.

TITLE I—ENHANCING FINANCIAL SUP-
PORT FOR RURAL AND SAFETY NET
HOSPITALS THAT PROVIDE OBSTETRIC
SERVICES

SEC. 101. STATE STUDIES AND HHS REPORT ON

COSTS OF PROVIDING MATERNITY,
LABOR, AND DELIVERY SERVICES.

(a) STATE STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 24 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
every b years thereafter, each State (as such
term is defined in section 1101(a)(1) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1301(a)(1)) for
purposes of titles XIX and XXI of such Act)
shall conduct a study on the costs of pro-
viding maternity, labor, and delivery serv-
ices in applicable hospitals (as defined in
paragraph (3)) and submit the results of such
study to the Secretary of Health and Human
Services (referred to in this section as the
“Secretary’’).

(2) CONTENT OF STUDY.—A State study re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall include the
following information (to the extent prac-
ticable) with respect to maternity, labor,
and delivery services furnished by applicable
hospitals located in the State:

(A) An estimate of the cost of providing
maternity, labor, and delivery services at ap-
plicable hospitals, based on the expenditures
a representative sample of such hospitals in-
curred for providing such services during the
2 most recent years for which data is avail-
able.

(B) An estimate of the cost of providing
maternity, labor, and delivery services at ap-
plicable hospitals that ceased providing
labor and delivery services within the past 5
years, based on the expenditures a represent-
ative sample of such hospitals incurred for
providing such services during the 2 most re-
cent years for which data is available.

(C) To the extent data allows, an analysis
of the extent to which geographic location,
community demographics, and local eco-
nomic factors (as defined by the Secretary)
affect the cost of providing maternity, labor,
and delivery services at applicable hospitals,
including the cost of services that support
the provision of maternity, labor, and deliv-
ery services.

(D) The amounts applicable hospitals are
paid for maternity, labor, and delivery serv-
ices, by geographic location and hospital
size, under—

(i) Medicare;

(ii) the State Medicaid program, including
payment amounts for such services under
fee-for-service payment arrangements and
under managed care (as applicable);
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(iii) the State CHIP plan, including pay-
ment amounts for such services under fee-
for-service payment arrangements and under
managed care (as applicable); and

(iv) private health insurance.

(E) A comparative payment rate analysis—

(i) comparing payment rates for maternity,
labor, and delivery services (inclusive of all
payments received by applicable hospitals
for furnishing maternity, labor, and delivery
services) under the State Medicaid fee-for-
service program to such payment rates for
such services under Medicare (as described in
section 447.203(b)(3) of title 42, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations), other Federally funded or
State-funded programs (including, to the ex-
tent data is available, Medicaid managed
care rates), and to the payment rates for
such services, to the extent data is available,
of private health insurers within geographic
areas of the State; and

(ii) analyzing different payment methods
for such services, such as the use of bundled
payments, quality incentives, and low-vol-
ume adjustments.

(F') An evaluation, using such methodology
and parameters established by the Secretary,
of whether each hospital located in the State
that furnishes maternity, labor, and delivery
services is expected to experience in the next
3 years significant changes in particular ex-
penditures or types of reimbursement for
maternity, labor, and delivery services.

(3) APPLICABLE HOSPITAL DEFINED.—For
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘appli-
cable hospital” means any hospital located
in a State that meets either of the following
criteria:

(A) The hospital provides labor and deliv-
ery services and more than 50 percent of the
hospital’s births (in the most recent year for
which such data is available) are financed by
the Medicaid program or CHIP.

(B) The hospital—

(i) is located in a rural area (as defined by
the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy for
the purpose of rural health grant programs
administered by such Office);

(ii) based on the most recent 2 years of
data available (as determined by the Sec-
retary), furnished services for less than an
average of 300 births per year; and

(iii) provides labor and delivery services.

(4) ASSISTANCE TO SMALL HOSPITALS IN COM-
PILING COST INFORMATION.—There are appro-
priated to the Secretary for fiscal year 2026,
$10,000,000 for the purpose of providing grants
and technical assistance to a hospital de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(B) to enable such
hospital to compile detailed information for
use in the State studies required under para-
graph (1), to remain available until ex-
pended.

(6) HHS REPORT ON STATE STUDIES.—For
each year in which a State is required to
conduct a study under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall issue, not later than 12
months after the date on which the State
submits to the Secretary the data described
in such paragraph, a publicly available re-
port that compiles and details the results of
such study and includes the information de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(b) HHS REPORT ON NATIONAL DATA COL-
LECTION FINDINGS.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress, and
make publicly available, a report analyzing
the first studies conducted by States under
subsection (a)(1), including recommendations
for improving data collection on the cost of
providing maternity, labor, and delivery
services.

(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION FUNDING.—In addition
to the amount appropriated under subsection
(a)(4), there are appropriated, out of any
funds in the Treasury not otherwise obli-
gated, $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2026, to re-
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main available until expended, to the Sec-

retary of Health and Human Services for

purposes of implementing this section.

SEC. 102. REQUIRING ADEQUATE PAYMENT
RATES UNDER MEDICAID FOR MA-
TERNITY, LABOR, AND DELIVERY
SERVICES AT ELIGIBLE HOSPITALS.

(a) FEE-FOR-SERVICE PAYMENTS.—Section
1902 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1396a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(13)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of sub-
paragraph (B);

(B) by adding ‘‘and’ at the end of subpara-
graph (C); and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(D) for each fiscal year beginning with fis-
cal year 2027, payment for maternity, labor,
and delivery services (as defined in sub-
section (zz)) furnished during such fiscal year
in an eligible hospital (as defined in such
subsection) at a rate that is not less than the
minimum payment rate specified for the fis-
cal year in paragraph (4) of such sub-
section;”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(zz) MATERNITY, LABOR, AND DELIVERY
SERVICES AND ELIGIBLE HOSPITALS DE-
FINED.—For purposes of subsection
(a)(13)(D)—

‘(1) MATERNITY,
SERVICES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘maternity,
labor, and delivery services’ means such in-
patient hospital services and outpatient hos-
pital services, including behavioral health
services, that are provided in relation to ma-
ternity care or labor and delivery, identified
by appropriate ICD and CPT codes, as the
Secretary shall specify after consultation
with professional or medical societies with
expertise in pregnancy, childbirth, and
postpartum care.

‘(B) SCOPE.—Such term shall not be lim-
ited in application, for any eligible hospital,
only to services that relate to a birth that
occurs in the hospital.

‘“(C) RULEMAKING.—Not later than July 1,
2026, the Secretary shall issue an interim
final rule specifying which services shall be
considered maternity, labor, and delivery
services for purposes of this subsection and
subsection (a)(13)(D).

¢(2) ELIGIBLE HOSPITAL.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible hos-
pital’ means, with respect to a State and fis-
cal year—

‘(i) a hospital that is located in a rural
area (as defined by the Federal Office of
Rural Health Policy for the purpose of rural
health grant programs administered by such
Office);

‘“(i1) a critical access hospital (as defined
in section 1861(mm)(1));

‘“(iii) a hospital operated by the Indian
Health Service or an Indian Tribe under the
Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act;

‘(iv) a hospital for which, in the most re-
cent 12-month period for which data is avail-
able, at least 50 percent of all births for
which the hospital provided maternity,
labor, and delivery services during such fis-
cal year were qualifying births; or

‘(v) a hospital that is able to demonstrate,
through a process to be determined by the
Secretary, that, for the applicable fiscal
year, the hospital projects that at least 50
percent of all births for which the hospital
will provide maternity, labor, and delivery
services during such fiscal year will be quali-
fying births.

‘“(B) IDENTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE HOS-
PITALS.—Each State, subject to the approval
of the Secretary, shall identify the hospitals
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in the State that are eligible hospitals with
respect to a fiscal year.

‘“(3) QUALIFYING BIRTH.—For purposes of
paragraph (2), the term ‘qualifying birth’
means a birth for which any maternity,
labor, and delivery services associated with
the birth—

‘“(A) were paid for under a State plan under
this title (or under a waiver of such a plan)
or under a State child health plan under title
XXI (or under a waiver of such a plan);

“(B) were paid for under title XVIII;

‘(C) were provided by the Indian Health
Service or a Native Hawaiian health care
system (as defined in section 12 of the Native
Hawaiian Health Care Improvement Act); or

‘(D) were provided to a patient who does
not have minimum essential coverage (as de-
fined in section 5000A(f) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986) and were not fully paid for
by such patient.

“(4) MINIMUM PAYMENT RATE SPECIFIED.—
The minimum payment rate specified in this
paragraph is, with respect to an eligible hos-
pital and maternal, labor, and delivery serv-
ices—

““(A) for fiscal year 2027, 150 percent of the
payment rate that would apply for such serv-
ices and hospital under title XVIII; and

‘“(B) for each period of 5 fiscal years begin-
ning with fiscal years 2028 through 2032, a
payment rate that is determined for such pe-
riod by the Secretary to accurately reflect
the costs incurred by eligible hospitals in
providing such services, informed by the re-
sults of the most recent State studies sub-
mitted to the Secretary under section 101(a)
of the Keeping Obstetrics Liocal Act.”.

(b) UNDER MEDICAID MANAGED CARE
PLANS.—Section 1932(f) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396u-2(f)) is amended—

(1) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘AND MA-
TERNITY, LABOR, AND DELIVERY SERVICES AT
ELIGIBLE HOSPITALS” after ‘‘SERVICES’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘described in section
1902(a)(13)(C)”’ and inserting ‘‘described in
subparagraph (C) of section 1902(a)(13) or ma-
ternity, labor, and delivery services de-
scribed in subparagraph (D) of such section
that are furnished by an eligible hospital (as
defined in section 1902(zz))”’.

SEC. 103. INCREASED FEDERAL FINANCIAL PAR-
TICIPATION FOR MATERNITY,
LABOR, AND DELIVERY SERVICES
FURNISHED BY ELIGIBLE HOS-
PITALS.

Section 1905 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1396d) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘“‘and (ii)”
and inserting ‘‘(ii), and (11)’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(11) MATERNITY, LABOR, AND DELIVERY
SERVICES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (b), with respect to State expendi-
tures for medical assistance for maternity,
labor, and delivery services furnished by an
eligible hospital (as such terms are defined
in section 1902(zz)) in a fiscal quarter that
begins on or after October 1, 2026—

‘““(A) the Federal medical assistance per-
centage applicable to the enhanced payment
rate amount of such expenditures (as deter-
mined for the State and quarter under para-
graph (2)(A)) shall be equal to 100 percent;
and

‘(B) subject to paragraph (3), the Federal
medical assistance percentage applicable to
the base payment rate amount of such ex-
penditures (as determined for the State and
quarter under paragraph (2)(B)) shall be
equal to the enhanced FMAP determined for
the State and quarter under section 2105(b).

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF ENHANCED PAYMENT
RATE AMOUNT AND BASE PAYMENT RATE
AMOUNT.—

‘‘(A) ENHANCED PAYMENT RATE AMOUNT.—
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‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1)(A), the enhanced payment rate
amount for a State and fiscal quarter is
equal to the amount of State expenditures
for medical assistance for maternity, labor,
and delivery services furnished by an eligible
hospital (as such terms are defined in section
1902(zz)) in such fiscal quarter that is attrib-
utable to the amount by which the minimum
payment rate required under section
1902(a)(13)(D) (or, by application, section
1932(f)) exceeds the base payment rate appli-
cable to such services, as determined for the
State, quarter, and services under clause (ii).

‘‘(ii) BASE PAYMENT RATE.—For purposes of
clause (i), the base payment rate determined
for a State, a fiscal quarter, and maternity,
labor, and delivery services (as defined in
section 1902(zz)) shall be equal to—

‘“(I) the payment rate applicable to such
services under the State plan (or under a
waiver of such plan) as of January 1, 2025; in-
creased by

‘“(IT) the percentage increase in the med-
ical care component of the consumer price
index for all urban consumers from January
of 2025 to the month ending on the day before
the 1st day of such fiscal quarter.

‘“(B) BASE PAYMENT RATE AMOUNT.—For
purposes of paragraph (1)(B), the base pay-
ment rate amount for a State and fiscal
quarter is equal to—

‘‘(i) the total amount of State expenditures
for medical assistance for maternity, labor,
and delivery services furnished by an eligible
hospital (as such terms are defined in section
1902(zz)) in such fiscal quarter; minus

‘“(ii) the enhanced payment rate amount
determined for the State and fiscal quarter
under subparagraph (A).

““(3) APPLICATION OF HIGHER MATCH.—Sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (1) shall not
apply in the case of State expenditures de-
scribed in such subparagraph if the applica-
tion of such subparagraph would result in a
lower Federal medical assistance percentage
for such expenditures than would otherwise
apply without the application of such para-
graph.

‘“(4) EXCLUSION OF EXPENDITURES FROM TER-
RITORIAL CAPS.—Any payment made to a ter-
ritory for medical assistance that is subject
to the Federal medical assistance percentage
specified in paragraph (1)(A) or the enhanced
FMAP referred to in paragraph (1)(B) shall
not be taken into account for purposes of ap-
plying payment limits under subsections (f)
and (g) of section 1108.”".

SEC. 104. LABOR AND DELIVERY SERVICES AN-
CHOR PAYMENTS.

(a) STATE REQUIREMENT.—Section
1902(a)(13)(A) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 13%6a(a)(13)(A)) is amended—

(1) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and” at the
end;

(2) in clause (iv), by striking the semicolon
at the end and inserting ¢‘, and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘“(v) in the case of hospitals, such rates
take into account (in a manner consistent
with section 1923A) the situation of low vol-
ume obstetric hospitals (as such term is de-
fined in such section);”’.

(b) REQUIRING ANCHOR PAYMENTS FOR LOW
VOLUME OBSTETRIC HOSPITALS.—Title XIX of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.) is amended by inserting the following
after section 1923:

“SEC. 1923A. ANCHOR PAYMENTS FOR LABOR
AND DELIVERY SERVICES PROVIDED
BY LOW VOLUME OBSTETRIC HOS-
PITALS.

‘‘(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF REQUIREMENT.—A
State plan under this title shall not be con-
sidered to meet the requirement of section
1902(a)(13)(A)(v) (insofar as it requires pay-
ments to hospitals to take into account the
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situation of low volume obstetric hospitals),
as of October 1, 2026, unless the State has
submitted to the Secretary, by not later
than such date, an amendment to such plan
that provides for an annual anchor payment
to such hospitals, consistent with subsection
(c).
‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1 ANTENATAL TRANSFER.—The term
‘antenatal transfer’ means, with respect to a
hospital, a pregnant individual who was ex-
pected to receive labor and delivery services
at the hospital but who is transferred to a
different hospital because of a need for labor
and delivery services that are not available
at the transferring hospital.

‘“(2) DELIVERY VOLUME.—The term ‘delivery
volume’ means, with respect to a hospital
and a fiscal year, the total number of births
occurring in, and antenatal transfers made
by, such hospital during such year.

““(3) LABOR AND DELIVERY REVENUE FLOOR.—
The term ‘labor and delivery revenue floor’
means, with respect to a low volume obstet-
ric hospital and a fiscal year, the amount
equal to the sum of—

‘“(A) the product of—

‘“(i) the delivery volume for such hospital
and fiscal year; and

‘“(ii) the per delivery amount for such fis-
cal year; and

‘“(B) the standby capacity amount for such
fiscal year.

‘“(4) LABOR AND DELIVERY SERVICES.—The
term ‘labor and delivery services’ means
such inpatient and outpatient hospital serv-
ices related to labor and delivery, including
services related to antenatal transfers, iden-
tified by appropriate ICD and CPT codes, as
the Secretary shall specify in consultation
with professional or medical societies with
expertise in this area.

‘“(5) LOW VOLUME OBSTETRIC HOSPITAL.—The
term ‘low volume obstetric hospital’ means,
with respect to a hospital and a fiscal year,
a hospital—

““(A) that is an eligible hospital (as defined
in section 1902(zz)(2));

‘(B) in which the average number of births
for which the hospital provided labor and de-
livery services during the preceding 3 fiscal
years is less than 300 births per year;

‘“(C) that did not provide labor and deliv-
ery services in the preceding fiscal year, but
in which the average number of births for
which the hospital provided labor and deliv-
ery services during the most recent 3 fiscal
yvears in which the hospital provided labor
and delivery services is less than 300 births
per year;

“(D) that is not described in subparagraphs
(B) or (C) but, in the applicable fiscal year,
provides labor and delivery services for fewer
than 300 births; or

‘‘(E) that is not described in subparagraphs
(B) through (D) but is certified by the State
in which the hospital is located as meeting
such criteria as the Secretary shall establish
for identifying hospitals that are essential to
meeting the needs of an underserved popu-
lation, such as serving a population with
limited English proficiency, serving specific
racial or ethnic populations, or other fac-
tors.

¢(6) MEDICAID LABOR AND DELIVERY REV-
ENUE FLOOR.—The term ‘Medicaid labor and
delivery revenue floor’ means, with respect
to a low volume obstetric hospital and a fis-
cal year, the product of—

‘“(A) the labor and delivery revenue floor
for such hospital and fiscal year; and

‘(B) the percentage of the delivery volume
of such hospital in such fiscal year that were
paid for under a State plan under this title
(or under a waiver of such a plan) or under a
State child health plan under title XXI (or
under a waiver of such a plan).

“(T) PER DELIVERY AMOUNT.—
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““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘per delivery
amount’ means, with respect to a fiscal year,
an amount, as determined under subpara-
graph (B), that represents the marginal cost
to a low volume obstetric hospital of a birth
or an antenatal transfer.

‘“(B) DETERMINATION OF PER DELIVERY
AMOUNT.—

‘(i) FISCAL YEAR 2028.—For fiscal year 2028,
the per delivery amount shall be $10,000.

‘‘(ii) INDEXING.—Subject to clause (iii), for
each fiscal year after fiscal year 2028, the per
delivery amount shall be the amount that
applied under this subparagraph for the pre-
ceding fiscal year increased by the percent-
age increase in the medical care component
of the consumer price index for all urban
consumers for the 12-month period ending
with September of such preceding fiscal
year.

‘‘(iii) PERIODIC REVISION OF PER DELIVERY
AMOUNT.—Not less than once every 5 fiscal
years, the Secretary shall collect and ana-
lyze data on the costs of labor and delivery
services at low volume obstetric hospitals
and, through rulemaking, shall establish a
new per delivery amount for purposes of this
section to ensure that such amount accu-
rately reflects the marginal cost to a low
volume obstetric hospital of a birth or an
antenatal delivery.

¢“(8) STANDBY CAPACITY AMOUNT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘standby ca-
pacity amount’ means, with respect to a fis-
cal year, an amount, as determined under
subparagraph (B), that represents the min-
imum level of expenditures by a low volume
obstetric hospital that is necessary to ensure
that adequate personnel, equipment, and fa-
cilities are available at all times to provide
labor and delivery services.

‘(B) DETERMINATION OF STANDBY CAPACITY
AMOUNT.—

‘(i) FISCAL YEAR 2028.—For fiscal year 2028,
the standby capacity amount shall be
$1,200,000.

‘‘(ii) INDEXING.—Subject to clause (iii), for
each fiscal year after fiscal year 2028, the
standby capacity amount shall be the
amount that applied under this subpara-
graph for the preceding fiscal year increased
by the percentage increase in the medical
care component of the consumer price index
for all urban consumers for the 12-month pe-
riod ending with September of such pre-
ceding fiscal year.

¢‘(iii) PERIODIC REVISION OF STANDBY CAPAC-
ITY AMOUNT.—Not less than once every b5 fis-
cal years, the Secretary shall collect and
analyze data on the costs of labor and deliv-
ery services at low volume obstetric hos-
pitals and, through rulemaking, shall estab-
lish a new standby capacity amount for pur-
poses of this section to ensure that such
amount accurately reflects the minimum
level of expenditures by a low volume obstet-
ric hospital that is necessary to ensure that
adequate personnel, equipment, and facili-
ties are available at all times to provide
labor and delivery services.

‘‘(c) ANCHOR PAYMENT FOR LLOW VOLUME OB-
STETRIC HOSPITALS.—Not later than 3 months
after the end of each fiscal year beginning
with fiscal year 2028, each State shall pay to
each low volume obstetric hospital in the
State an amount that is equal to the amount
(if any) by which—

‘(1) the Medicaid labor and delivery rev-
enue floor for the hospital and fiscal year;
exceeds

‘“(2) the total amount of all payments
made to the low volume obstetric hospital
under the State plan under this title (or
under a waiver of such plan) and under the
State child health plan under title XXI (or
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under a waiver of such plan) (other than pay-
ments under this section) for labor and deliv-
ery services provided by such hospital during
such fiscal year.

“(d) REQUIREMENTS FOR RECEIPT OF PAY-
MENTS.—No anchor payment shall be made to
a low volume obstetric hospital under this
section for a fiscal year unless the hospital
can satisfy the following requirements:

(1) SKILLS MAINTENANCE AND TRAINING AC-
TIVITIES.—The hospital demonstrates to the
satisfaction of the State that the hospital
conducts and completes skills maintenance
and training activities, including continuing
education and training to support mainte-
nance of obstetric skills, that satisfy such
requirements as the Secretary, taking into
consideration nationally recognized obstet-
rics skills, maintenance, and training stand-
ards such as standards published by the
American College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists and the Association of Women’s
Health, Obstetric, and Neonatal Nurses, shall
specify for the purposes of this section.

¢“(2) CONTINUED PROVISION OF LABOR AND DE-
LIVERY SERVICES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The hospital and the
State enter into a contract under which, in
exchange for such payment under this sec-
tion for a fiscal year, the hospital agrees to
continue to provide labor and delivery serv-
ices—

‘(i) for the period that begins with such
fiscal year and ends on the last day of the
second fiscal year that follows such fiscal
year; and

‘“(ii) at a level that is not less than the
level at which the hospital provided such
services in the fiscal year to which such pay-
ment relates, unless the hospital can dem-
onstrate that the need for services in the
community has decreased and that the new
level of services will be adequate to meet
that need.

“(B) RECOVERY OF PAYMENT IN THE EVENT
OF BREACH OF CONTRACT BY HOSPITAL.—The
terms of the contract between a hospital and
a State required under subparagraph (A)
shall provide that if the hospital does not
provide labor and delivery services as re-
quired under the contract throughout the pe-
riod described in such subparagraph for any
reason (including in the event of the hos-
pital’s bankruptcy or closure) the State may
recover the full amount of the payment
under this section to which the contract re-
lates and in the event of the hospital’s bank-
ruptcy, the State shall be given preferred
creditor status for purposes of the collection
of such payment.

““(3) UTILIZATION OF FUNDS FOR LABOR AND
DELIVERY SERVICES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The hospital and the
State enter into a contract under which, in
exchange for such payment under this sec-
tion, the hospital agrees to utilize funds re-
ceived under such payment for the provision
of labor and delivery services in the commu-
nity served by the hospital.

‘“(B) RECOVERY OF PAYMENT IN THE EVENT
OF BREACH OF CONTRACT BY HOSPITAL.—The
terms of the contract between a hospital and
a State required under subparagraph (A)
shall provide that if the hospital does not
utilize payment funds for labor and delivery
services as required under the contract for
any reason (including in the event of the
hospital’s bankruptcy or closure) the State
may recover the full amount of the payment
under this section to which the contract re-
lates and in the event of the hospital’s bank-
ruptcy, the State shall be given preferred
creditor status for purposes of the collection
of such payment.

“(e) TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS; RECOVERY
OF PAYMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Payments made by a
State under this section for a fiscal year—
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‘“(A) shall be in addition to any other pay-
ments made to hospitals for labor and deliv-
ery services under the State plan (or a waiv-
er of such plan) under this title, under the
State child health assistance plan under title
XXI (or under a waiver of such plan), or
under title XVIII for the fiscal year, includ-
ing disproportionate share hospital pay-
ments under section 1923 or section
1886(d)(5)(F) and other supplemental pay-
ments that are not made under this section;
and

‘(B) shall be treated as medical assistance
for which payment is made under section
1903(a), except that the Federal medical as-
sistance percentage applicable to amounts
expended by a State for such payments shall
be equal to the enhanced FMAP determined
for the State and fiscal year under section
2105(b).

¢(2) PAYMENTS RECOVERED BY A STATE.—If a
State recovers any amount of a payment
made by a State under this section (whether
pursuant to paragraphs (2)(B) or (3)(B) of
subsection (d) or otherwise), the amount so
recovered shall be treated as an overpayment
recovered by the State under section
1903(d).”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Title XIX
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.) is amended as follows:

(1) In section 1903—

(A) in subsection (d)(6)(B)—

(i) by striking ‘related to the total
amount” and inserting the following: ‘‘re-
lated to—

‘(i) the total amount’’;

(ii) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘“(ii) the total amount of payments made
to individual providers (by provider) under
section 1923A during such fiscal year.”’; and

(B) in subsection (bb)(2)(B)—

(i) in the header, by inserting ‘AND LOW
VOLUME OBSTETRIC HOSPITAL” after “DSH’;
and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or a payment made to a
low volume obstetric hospital under section
1923A” before the period.

(2) In section 1905—

(A) in subsection (cc), by striking ‘‘section
1923 the second place it appears and insert-
ing ‘“‘section 1923 or 1923A”’; and

(B) in subsection (ii)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘or
payments to low volume obstetric hospitals
described in section 1923A”" before the semi-
colon.

SEC. 105. APPLICATION OF ADEQUATE PAYMENT
REQUIREMENT AND INCREASED
FEDERAL FINANCIAL PARTICIPA-
TION REQUIREMENTS TO CHIP.

Section 2107(e)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1397gg(e)(1)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (W) as subparagraphs (C) through
(X), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraph:

“(B) Section 1902(a)(13)(D) and section
1905(11) (relating to the minimum payment
rate required for maternity, labor, and deliv-
ery services furnished by an eligible hospital
and Federal financial participation for State
expenditures for such services).”’.

SEC. 106. DISREGARDING INCREASED AND ADDI-
TIONAL PAYMENTS TO HOSPITALS
FOR PURPOSES OF OTHER SUPPLE-
MENTAL PAYMENTS AND UPPER
PAYMENT LIMITS.

A hospital’s eligibility for any Federally
funded supplemental payment (including a
disproportionate share payment under sec-
tion 1886(d)(5)(F) or 1923 of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(5)(F'), 1396r—4)),
the determination of the amount of such
payment, and the application of any Federal
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limitation on the aggregate amount of pay-
ments that a State may make to the hos-
pital (including any upper payment limita-
tion), shall be determined without regard to
the amount of any increase to a payment re-
ceived by a hospital or any additional pay-
ment made to a hospital that is attributable
to the amendments made by this title.

TITLE II—EXPAND COVERAGE OF
MATERNAL HEALTH CARE
SEC. 201. REQUIRING 12-MONTH CONTINUOUS,
FULL BENEFIT COVERAGE FOR
PREGNANT INDIVIDUALS UNDER
MEDICAID AND CHIP.

(a) MEDICAID.—Section 1902 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (10), in the matter fol-
lowing subparagraph (G), by striking ‘(VII)
the medical assistance made available to an
individual described in subsection (1)(1)(A)
who is eligible for medical assistance only
because of subparagraph (A)(A)(IV) or
(A)(1)(IX) shall be limited to medical assist-
ance for services related to pregnancy (in-
cluding prenatal, delivery, postpartum, and
family planning services), medical assistance
for services related to other conditions
which may complicate pregnancy, and med-
ical assistance for vaccines described in sec-
tion 1905(a)(4)(E) and the administration of
such vaccines during the period described in
such section,” and inserting ‘(VII) [Re-
pealed],”’;

(B) in paragraph (89), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (90), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (90) the
following new paragraph:

‘“(91) provide that the State plan is in com-
pliance with subsection (e)(16).”’; and

(2) in subsection (e)(16)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘At
the option of the State, the State plan (or
waiver of such State plan) may provide’ and
inserting ‘A State plan (or waiver of such
State plan) shall provide’’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘by a State
making an election under this paragraph’
and inserting ‘‘under a State plan (or a waiv-
er of such State plan)’’; and

(C) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) by striking ‘““A State making an elec-
tion under this paragraph’ and inserting ‘‘In
the case of a State’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘shall also make the elec-
tion’ and inserting ‘‘the State shall provide
coverage’’.

(b) CHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (L) of sec-
tion 2107(e)(1) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1397gg(e)(1)), as redesignated by sec-
tion 105, is amended to read as follows:

‘(L) Paragraphs (5) and (16) of section
1902(e) (relating to the requirement to pro-
vide medical assistance under the State plan
or waiver consisting of full benefits during
pregnancy and throughout the 12-month pe-
riod that begins on the last day of the indi-
vidual’s pregnancy and ends on the last day
of the month in which such 12-month period
ends).”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
2112(d)(2)(A) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 139711(d)(2)(A)) is amended by striking
‘“‘the month in which the 60-day period’ and
all that follows through ‘“‘pursuant to section
2107(e)(1),”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), the amendments made by sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall take effect on the
1st day of the 1st calendar quarter that be-
gins on or after the date that is 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act.
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(2) EXCEPTION FOR STATE LEGISLATION.—In
the case of a State plan under title XIX of
the Social Security Act or a State child
health plan under title XXI of such Act that
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
determines requires State legislation in
order for the respective plan to meet any re-
quirement imposed by amendments made by
this subsection, the respective plan shall not
be regarded as failing to comply with the re-
quirements of such title solely on the basis
of its failure to meet such an additional re-
quirement before the 1lst day of the 1st cal-
endar quarter beginning after the close of
the 1st regular session of the State legisla-
ture that begins after the date of enactment
of this Act. For purposes of the previous sen-
tence, in the case of a State that has a 2-year
legislative session, each year of the session
shall be considered to be a separate regular
session of the State legislature.

(3) STATE OPTION FOR EARLIER EFFECTIVE
DATE.—A State may elect to have subsection
(e)(16) of section 1902 of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a) and subparagraph (L) of
section 2107(e)(1) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1397gg(e)(1)), as redesignated by
section 105 and amended by subsection (b) of
this section, take effect with respect to the
State on the 1st day of any fiscal quarter
that begins before the date described in para-
graph (1) and apply to amounts payable to
the State for expenditures for medical assist-
ance, child health assistance, or pregnancy-
related assistance to pregnant or postpartum
individuals furnished on or after such day.
SEC. 202. HEALTH HOMES FOR PREGNANT AND

POSTPARTUM WOMEN.

(a) MEDICAID.—Title XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) is amended
by inserting after section 1945A the following
new section:

“SEC. 1945B. STATE OPTION TO PROVIDE COORDI-
NATED CARE THROUGH A HEALTH
HOME FOR PREGNANT AND
POSTPARTUM INDIVIDUALS.

‘“(a) STATE OPTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
1902(a)(1) (relating to statewideness) and sec-
tion 1902(a)(10)(B) (relating to com-
parability), beginning January 1, 2028, a
State, at its option as a State plan amend-
ment, may provide for medical assistance
under this title to an eligible individual who
chooses to—

‘““(A) enroll in a maternity health home
under this section by selecting a designated
provider, a team of health care professionals
operating with such a provider, or a health
team as the individual’s maternity health
home for purposes of providing the indi-
vidual with pregnancy and postpartum co-
ordinated care services; or

‘“(B) receive such services from a des-
ignated provider, a team of health care pro-
fessionals operating with such a provider, or
a health team that has voluntarily opted to
participate in a maternity health home for
eligible individuals under this section.

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘eligible individual’ means
an individual—

““(A) who is eligible for medical assistance
under the State plan (or under a waiver of
such plan) for all items and services covered
under the State plan (or under a waiver of
such plan);

‘“(B) who is not enrolled in a health home
under section 1945 or 1945A; and

“(C) either—

‘(i) who is pregnant; or

‘(ii) whose pregnancy has ended and is
within the 12-month period that begins on
the last day of the individual’s pregnancy
and ends on the last day of the month in
which such 12-month period ends.

““(b) QUALIFICATION STANDARDS.—The Sec-
retary shall establish standards for qualifica-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

tion as a maternity health home or as a des-
ignated provider, a team of health care pro-
fessionals operating with such a provider, or
a health team eligible for participation in a
maternity health home for purposes of this
section. In establishing such standards, the
Secretary shall consider best practices and
models of care used by recipients of grants
under section 330P of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act. Such standards shall include requir-
ing a designated provider, a team of health
care professionals operating with such a pro-
vider, and a health team designated as a ma-
ternity health home to demonstrate to the
State the ability to do the following:

‘(1) Coordinate prompt care and access to
necessary maternity care services, including
services provided by specialists, and pro-
grams for an eligible individual during the
individual’s pregnancy and the 365-day pe-
riod beginning on the last day of such preg-
nancy.

‘“(2) Develop an individualized, comprehen-
sive, patient-centered care plan for each eli-
gible individual that accommodates patient
preferences and, if applicable, reflects ad-
justments to the payment methodology de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(2)(B).

‘“(3) Develop and incorporate into each eli-
gible individual’s care plan, in a culturally
and linguistically appropriate manner con-
sistent with the needs of the eligible indi-
vidual, ongoing home care, community-based
primary care, inpatient care, social support
services, health-related social needs services,
behavioral health services, local hospital
emergency care, and, in the event of a
change in income that would result in the el-
igible individual losing eligibility for med-
ical assistance under the State plan (or
under a waiver of such plan), care manage-
ment and planning related to a change in the
eligible individual’s health insurance cov-
erage.

‘“(4) Coordinate with pediatric care pro-
viders, as appropriate.

‘“(5) Collect and report information under
subsection (f)(1).

“(c) PAYMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State shall provide a
designated provider, a team of health care
professionals operating with such a provider,
or a health team designated as a maternity
health home with payments for the provision
of health home services to each eligible indi-
vidual that selects such provider, team of
health care professionals, or health team as
the eligible individual’s health home. Pay-
ments made to a designated provider, a team
of health care professionals operating with
such a provider, or a health team for such
services shall be treated as medical assist-
ance for purposes of section 1903(a), except
that, during the first 8 fiscal year quarters
that the State plan amendment is in effect,
the Federal medical assistance percentage
applicable to such payments shall be equal
to 90 percent.

‘(2) METHODOLOGY.—The State shall speci-
fy in the State plan amendment the method-
ology the State will use for determining pay-
ment for the provision of pregnancy and
postpartum coordinated care services or
treatment during an eligible individual’s
pregnancy and the 365-day period beginning
on the last day of such pregnancy. Such
methodology for determining payment—

“(A) may be based on—

‘(i) a per-member per-month basis for each
eligible individual enrolled in a maternity
health home;

‘“(ii) a prospective payment model, in the
case of payments to Federally qualified
health centers or a rural health clinics; or

‘(iii) an alternate model of payment pro-
posed by the State and approved by the Sec-
retary;
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‘“(B) may be adjusted to reflect, with re-
spect to each eligible individual—

‘(i) the severity of the risks associated
with the individual’s pregnancy;

‘“(ii) the severity of the risks associated
with the individual’s postpartum health care
needs; and

‘“(iii) the level or amount of time of care
coordination required with respect to the in-
dividual; and

‘(C) shall be established consistent with
section 1902(a)(30)(A).

¢“(d) COORDINATING CARE.—

(1) HOSPITAL NOTIFICATION.—A State with
a State plan amendment approved under this
section shall require each hospital that is a
participating provider under the State plan
(or under a waiver of such plan) to establish
procedures in the case of an eligible indi-
vidual who seeks treatment in the emer-
gency department of such hospital for—

““(A) providing the individual with cul-
turally and linguistically appropriate infor-
mation supplied by the State describing the
respective treatment models and opportuni-
ties for the individual to access a maternity
health home and its associated benefits; and

‘(B) notifying the maternity health home
in which the individual is enrolled, or the
designated provider, team of health care pro-
fessionals operating with such a provider, or
health team treating the individual, of the
individual’s treatment in the emergency de-
partment and of the protocols for the mater-
nity health home, designated provider, or
team to be involved in the individual’s emer-
gency care or post-discharge care.

‘(2) EDUCATION WITH RESPECT TO AVAIL-
ABILITY OF A MATERNITY HEALTH HOME.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In order for a State plan
amendment to be approved under this sec-
tion, a State shall include in the State plan
amendment a description of the State’s proc-
ess for—

‘(i) educating providers participating in
the State plan (or a waiver of such plan) on
the availability of maternity health homes
for eligible individuals, including the process
by which such providers can participate in or
refer an eligible individual to an approved
maternity health home or a designated pro-
vider, team of health care professionals oper-
ating such a provider, or health team des-
ignated as a maternity health home; and

‘“(ii) educating eligible individuals, in a
culturally and linguistically appropriate
manner, on the availability of maternity
health homes.

‘‘(B) OUTREACH.—The process established
by the State under subparagraph (A) shall
include the participation of entities or other
public or private organizations or entities
that provide outreach and information on
the availability of health care items and
services to families of individuals eligible to
receive medical assistance under the State
plan (or a waiver of such plan).

‘(3) MENTAL HEALTH COORDINATION.—A
State with a State plan amendment ap-
proved under this section shall consult and
coordinate, as appropriate, with the Sec-
retary in addressing issues regarding the pre-
vention, identification, and treatment of
mental health conditions and substance use
disorders among eligible individuals.

‘“(4) SOCIAL AND SUPPORT SERVICES.—A
State with a State plan amendment ap-
proved under this section shall consult and
coordinate, as appropriate, with the Sec-
retary in establishing means to connect eli-
gible individuals receiving pregnancy and
postpartum coordinated care services under
this section with social and support services,
including services made available under ma-
ternal, infant, and early childhood home vis-
iting programs established under section 511
and services made available under section
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330H or title X of the Public Health Service
Act.

¢“(5) COORDINATION WITH GRANT PROGRAM
FOR INTEGRATED SERVICES FOR PREGNANT AND
POSTPARTUM WOMEN.—A State with a State
plan amendment approved under this section
shall consult and coordinate, as appropriate,
with the Secretary with respect to the provi-
sion of medical assistance to eligible individ-
uals enrolled in a maternity health home
under this section and grantees delivering
integrated health care services to pregnant
and postpartum women under section 330P of
the Public Health Service Act (including, if
applicable, the State).

‘‘(e) MONITORING.—A State shall include in
the State plan amendment—

‘(1) a methodology for tracking reductions
in inpatient days and reductions in the total
cost of care resulting from improved care co-
ordination and management under this sec-
tion;

‘“(2) a proposal for use of health informa-
tion technology in providing an eligible indi-
vidual with pregnancy and postpartum co-
ordinated care services as specified under
this section and improving service delivery
and coordination across the care continuum;
and

‘“(3) a methodology for tracking prompt
and timely access to medically necessary
care for eligible individuals from out-of-
State providers.

““(f) DATA COLLECTION.—

‘(1) PROVIDER REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—
In order to receive payments from a State
under subsection (c), a maternity health
home, or a designated provider, a team of
health care professionals operating with
such a provider, or a health team designated
as a maternity health home, shall report to
the State, at such time and in such form and
manner as may be required by the State, in-
cluding through a health information ex-
change or other public health data sharing
entity, the following information:

‘“(A) With respect to each such designated
provider, team of health care professionals
operating with such a provider, and health
team designated as a maternity health
home, the name, National Provider Identi-
fication number, address, and specific health
care services offered to be provided to any el-
igible individual who has selected such pro-
vider, team of health care professionals, or
health team as the eligible individual’s ma-
ternity health home.

‘“(B) Information on all other applicable
measures for determining the quality of
services provided by such provider, team of
health care professionals, or health team.

‘(C) Information concerning the factors
described in paragraph (2)(A)(vi) received
from health risk assessments of eligible indi-
viduals conducted and completed by the des-
ignated provider, team of health care profes-
sionals operating with such a provider, or
health team designated as a maternity
health home.

‘(D) Such other information as the Sec-
retary shall specify in guidance.

¢“(2) STATE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

‘“(A) COMPREHENSIVE REPORT.—A State
with a State plan amendment approved
under this section shall report to the Sec-
retary (and, upon request, to the Medicaid
and CHIP Payment and Access Commission),
at such time, but at a minimum annually,
and in such form and manner determined by
the Secretary to be reasonable and mini-
mally burdensome, the following informa-
tion:

‘(i) Information described in paragraph (1).

‘(ii) The number and, to the extent avail-
able and while maintaining all relevant pri-
vacy and confidentially protections,
disaggregated demographic information (in-
cluding information on geography) of eligi-
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ble individuals who have enrolled in a mater-
nity health home pursuant to this section.

‘“(iii) The number of maternity health
homes in the State designated under this
section.

‘“(iv) The medical conditions or factors
that contribute to severe maternal mor-
bidity among eligible individuals enrolled in
maternity health homes in the State.

‘“(v) The extent to which such individuals
receive health care items and services under
the State plan before, during, and after an
individual’s enrollment in such a maternity
health home.

‘(vi) Where applicable, mortality data and
data for the associated causes of pregnancy-
related death for eligible individuals enrolled
in a maternity health home under this sec-
tion, in accordance with subsection (g). For
deaths occurring postpartum, such data shall
distinguish between deaths occurring up to
42 days postpartum and deaths occurring be-
tween 43 days to up to 1 year postpartum.
Where applicable, data reported under this
clause shall be reported alongside com-
parable data from a State’s maternal mor-
tality review committee, as established in
accordance with section 317K(d) of the Public
Health Service Act, for purposes of further
identifying and comparing statewide trends
in maternal mortality among populations
participating in the maternity health home
under this section.

‘(B) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later
than 18 months after a State has a State
plan amendment approved under this sec-
tion, the State shall submit to the Sec-
retary, and make publicly available on the
appropriate State website, a report on how
the State is implementing the option estab-
lished under this section, including through
any best practices adopted by the State.

‘(g) CONFIDENTIALITY.—A State with a
State plan amendment under this section
shall establish confidentiality protections
for the purposes of subsection (f)(2)(A) to en-
sure, at a minimum, that there is no disclo-
sure by the State of any identifying informa-
tion about any specific eligible individual
enrolled in a maternity health home or any
maternal mortality case, and that all rel-
evant confidentiality and privacy protec-
tions, including the requirements under sec-
tion 1902(a)(7)(A), are maintained.

“(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to require—

‘(1) an eligible individual to enroll in a
maternity health home under this section; or

‘(2) a designated provider or health team
to act as a maternity health home and pro-
vide services in accordance with this section
if the provider or health team does not vol-
untarily agree to act as a maternity health
home.

‘(1) PLANNING GRANTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning January 1,
2027, from the amount appropriated under
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall award
planning grants to States for purposes of de-
veloping and submitting a State plan amend-
ment under this section. The Secretary shall
award a grant to each State that applies for
a grant under this subsection and meets the
application criteria established by the Sec-
retary, and the Secretary may determine the
amount of the grant based on the merits of
the application and the goal of the State to
prioritize health outcomes for eligible indi-
viduals. A planning grant awarded to a State
under this subsection shall remain available
until expended.

‘“(2) APPROPRIATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated to the Secretary
$50,000,000 for fiscal year 2027, for the pur-
poses of making grants under this sub-
section, to remain available until expended.
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“(3) LIMITATION.—The total amount of pay-
ments made to States under this subsection
shall not exceed $50,000,000.

‘“(j) ADDITIONAL DEFINITIONS.—In this sec-
tion:

‘(1) DESIGNATED PROVIDER.—The term ‘des-
ignated provider’ means a physician (includ-
ing an obstetrician-gynecologist or, if appli-
cable, a certified nurse midwife, or certified
professional midwife who meets or exceeds
the education and training standards of the
International Confederation of Midwives and
who is licensed to practice within the State),
a hospital, clinical practice or clinical group
practice, rural health clinic, community
health center, community mental health
center, or any other entity or provider that
is determined by the State and approved by
the Secretary to be qualified to be a mater-
nity health home on the basis of documenta-
tion evidencing that the entity or provider
has the systems, expertise, and infrastruc-
ture in place to provide pregnancy and
postpartum coordinated care services. Such
term may include providers who are em-
ployed by, or affiliated with, a hospital.

‘(2) HEALTH TEAM.—The term ‘health
team’ has the meaning given such term for
purposes of section 3502 of Public Law 111-
148.

““(3) MATERNITY HEALTH HOME.—The term
‘maternity health home’ means a designated
provider (including a provider that operates
in coordination with a team of health care
professionals) or a health team that is se-
lected by an eligible individual to provide
pregnancy and postpartum coordinated care
services.

‘(4) PREGNANCY AND POSTPARTUM COORDI-
NATED CARE SERVICES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘pregnancy
and postpartum coordinated care services’
means items and services related to the co-
ordination of care for comprehensive and
timely high-quality, culturally and linguis-
tically appropriate, services described in
subparagraph (B) that are provided by a des-
ignated provider, a team of health care pro-
fessionals operating with such a provider, or
a health team designated as a maternity
health home.

*(B) SERVICES DESCRIBED.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The services described in
this subparagraph shall include with respect
to a State electing the State plan amend-
ment option under this section, any medical
assistance for items and services for which
payment is available under the State plan or
under a waiver of such plan.

‘(ii) OTHER ITEMS AND SERVICES.—In addi-
tion to medical assistance described in
clause (i), the services described in this sub-
paragraph shall include the following:

“(I) Any item or service for which medical
assistance is otherwise available under the
State plan (or a waiver of such plan) related
to the treatment of an individual during the
individual’s pregnancy and the 1-year period
beginning on the last day of such pregnancy,
including mental health and substance use
disorder services.

‘‘(IT) Comprehensive care management.

“‘(IIT) Care coordination (including with pe-
diatricians as appropriate), health pro-
motion, and providing access to the full
range of maternal, obstetric, and
gynecologic services, including services from
out-of-State providers.

“(IV) Comprehensive transitional care, in-
cluding appropriate follow-up, from inpa-
tient to other settings.

(V) Patient and family support (including
authorized representatives).

‘(VI) Referrals to community and social
support services, if relevant.

‘“(VII) Use of health information tech-
nology to link services, as feasible and ap-
propriate.
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‘“(5) TEAM OF HEALTH CARE PROFES-
SIONALS.—The term ‘team of health care pro-
fessionals’ means a team of health care pro-
fessionals (as described in the State plan
amendment under this section) that may—

“(A) include—

‘(i) physicians, including gynecologist-ob-
stetricians, certified nurse midwives, or cer-
tified professional midwives who meet or ex-
ceed the education and training standards of
the International Confederation of Midwives
and who are licensed to practice within the
State, family physicians, primary care phy-
sicians, pediatricians, and other profes-
sionals such as physicians assistants, ad-
vance practice nurses, nurses, nurse care co-
ordinators, dietitians, nutritionists, social
workers, behavioral health professionals,
physical counselors, physical therapists, oc-
cupational therapists, or any professionals
that assist in prenatal care, delivery, or
postpartum care for which medical assist-
ance is available under the State plan or a
waiver of such plan and determined to be ap-
propriate by the State and approved by the
Secretary;

‘(ii) an entity or individual who is des-
ignated to coordinate such care delivered by
the team; and

¢‘(iii) when appropriate and if otherwise el-
igible to furnish items and services that are
reimbursable as medical assistance under
the State plan or under a waiver of such
plan, doulas, community health workers,
translators and interpreters, and other indi-
viduals with culturally appropriate and trau-
ma-informed expertise; and

‘“(B) provide care at a facility that is free-
standing, virtual, or based at a hospital,
community health center, community men-
tal health center, rural health clinic, clinical
practice or clinical group practice, academic
health center, or any entity determined to
be appropriate by the State and approved by
the Secretary.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY TO CHIP.—Section
2107(e)(1) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1397gg(e)(1)), as amended by section
105, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:

‘“(Y) Section 1945B (relating to optional
health homes for pregnant and postpartum
individuals).”.

SEC. 203. GUIDANCE ON SUPPORTING AND IM-
PROVING ACCESS TO MEDICAID AND
CHIP COVERAGE OF SERVICES PRO-
VIDED BY DOULAS AND CERTAIN

MATERNAL HEALTH PROFES-
SIONALS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall issue and
publish guidance for States concerning op-
tions for supporting and improving access to
coverage and payment under a State plan
under title XIX of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) or under a waiver of
such plan, and under a State child health
plan under title XXI of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1397aa et seq.) or under a waiver of such plan,
for services provided by doulas, certified
nurse midwives, certified midwives, or cer-
tified professional midwives, who meet or ex-
ceed the education and training standards of
the International Confederation of Midwives
and who are licensed to practice within the
State and certain maternal health profes-
sionals (specified by the Secretary)—

(1) in rural areas;

(2) across a continuum of care; and

(3) among varied provider settings and pay-
ment and care models, including managed
care.
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SEC. 204. MEDICAID AND CHIP INCREASED FI-
NANCIAL SUPPORT FOR DEPRES-

SION AND ANXIETY SCREENING
DURING THE PERINATAL AND
POSTPARTUM PERIODS.

(a) MEDICAID.—Section 1905 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d), as amended by
section 103, is further amended—

(1) in the first sentence of subsection (b),
by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(4)(D)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subsections (a)(4)(D) and (mm)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(mm) INCREASED FMAP FOR DEPRESSION
AND ANXIETY SCREENING DURING THE
PERINATAL AND POSTPARTUM PERIODS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of clause (5)
of the first sentence of subsection (b), serv-
ices described in this subsection are screen-
ing services provided to an individual who is
eligible for such assistance on the basis of
being pregnant that include at a minimum—

‘“(A) during the perinatal period, at least 1
screening for depression and anxiety symp-
toms using a standardized, validated tool;
and

‘(B) during the postpartum period, a full
assessment of mood and emotional well-
being, including screening for postpartum
depression and anxiety, using a standardized,
validated tool.

“(2) EXCLUSION FROM TERRITORIAL CAPS.—
The additional amount paid to a territory
for expenditures for medical assistance for
services described in paragraph (1) as a result
of the application of clause (b) of the first
sentence of subsection (b) shall not be taken
into account for purposes of applying pay-
ment limits under subsections (f) and (g) of
section 1108.”.

(b) CHIP.—Section 2105(c) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397ee(c)) is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-

graph:
¢(13) ENHANCED PAYMENT FOR DEPRESSION
AND ANXIETY SCREENING DURING THE

PERINATAL AND POSTPARTUM PERIODS.—Not-
withstanding subsection (b), the enhanced
FMAP with respect to payments under sub-
section (a) for expenditures under the State
child health plan (or a waiver of such plan)
shall be increased by 1 percentage point with
respect to expenditures for services described
in section 1905(mm)(1) that are provided
under the plan (or waiver) to an individual
who is eligible for such assistance on the
basis of being pregnant (including preg-
nancy-related assistance provided to a tar-
geted low-income pregnant woman (as de-
fined in section 2112(d)), pregnancy-related
assistance provided to an individual who is
eligible for such assistance through applica-
tion of section 1903(v)(4)(A)(i) under section
2107(e)(1), or any other assistance under the
plan (or waiver) provided to an individual
who is eligible for such assistance on the
basis of being pregnant) and during the 12-
month period that begins on the last day of
the individual’s pregnancy and ends on the
last day of the month in which such 12-
month period ends (including any such as-
sistance provided during the month in which
such period ends).”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the
first day of the first fiscal quarter that be-
gins on or after the date that is 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section.

SEC. 205. PRESUMPTIVE ELIGIBILITY FOR PREG-
NANT INDIVIDUALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Section 1920(a) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r-1(a)) is
amended by striking ‘‘may provide” and in-
serting ‘‘shall provide”’.

(2) APPLICATION.—Section 1920 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r-1) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:
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“(f) APPLICATION.—A State shall provide to
a pregnant woman a presumptive eligibility
period in accordance with this section with-
out regard to whether the individual would
otherwise qualify for a presumptive eligi-
bility period the State has elected to provide
under section 1920A, 1920B, or 1920C."".

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 1902(a)(47) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(47)) is amended to
read as follows:

““(47) provide—

“(A)(i) for making ambulatory prenatal
care available to pregnant women during a
presumptive eligibility period in accordance
with section 1920; and

‘‘(ii) at the option of the State—

“(I) for making medical assistance for
items and services described in subsection
(a) of section 1920A available to children dur-
ing a presumptive eligibility period in ac-
cordance with such section;

“(IT) for making medical assistance avail-
able to individuals described in subsection
(a) of section 1920B during a presumptive eli-
gibility period in accordance with such sec-
tion; and

“(IIT) for making medical assistance avail-
able to individuals described in subsection
(a) of section 1920C during a presumptive eli-
gibility period in accordance with such sec-
tion; and

‘“(B) that any hospital that is a partici-
pating provider under the State plan may
elect to be a qualified entity for purposes of
determining, on the basis of preliminary in-
formation, whether any individual is eligible
for medical assistance under the State plan
or under a waiver of the plan for purposes of
providing the individual with medical assist-
ance during a presumptive eligibility period,
in the same manner, and subject to the same
requirements, as apply with respect to popu-
lations described in section 1920, 1920A,
1920B, or 1920C (without regard to whether
the State has elected to provide for a pre-
sumptive eligibility period under sections
1920A, 1920B, or 1920C), subject to such guid-
ance as the Secretary shall establish;’.

(2) Section 1920(e) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r-1(e)) is amended—

(A) by striking “‘If the State has elected
the option to provide a presumptive eligi-
bility period under this section or section
1920A, the” and inserting ‘“The’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘1920A, subject to’’ and in-
serting ‘‘1920A (if the State has elected the
option), subject to”.

(3) Section 2107(e)(1)(U) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397gg(e)(1)(R)) is amend-
ed by inserting ‘1920 (relating to presump-
tive eligibility for pregnant women and sec-
tion’ before ‘“1920A”°.

(4) Section 2112(c) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 139711(c)) is amended—

(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘OPTION TO
PROVIDE’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘may elect” and inserting
“shall elect”.

TITLE III—INVEST IN THE MATERNAL

HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE
SEC. 301. EMERGENCY OBSTETRIC WORKFORCE
SUPPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 203A of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 204a) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and
urgent maternal health care needs’ after
‘“‘public health care needs’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘or ur-
gent maternal health care need’ after ‘‘pub-
lic health care need’’;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(i) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘“‘or’’ at
the end;
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(ii) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(BE) any urgent need, not rising to the
level of an emergency described in subpara-
graph (D), that, in the judgment of the Sec-
retary, if not addressed, could result in an
emergency that would be appropriate for the
deployment of the Commissioned Corps.”’;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) URGENT MATERNAL HEALTH
NEED.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion and section 214, the term ‘urgent mater-
nal health care need’, with respect to an
area, means a maternal health care need, as
determined by the Secretary, in consultation
with the Attorney General, arising as a re-
sult of the closure or imminent closure of a
hospital or other health care facility in such
area, or the loss of workers employed by
such hospital or health care facility who are
trained to provide maternal health care serv-
ices.

“(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining
whether there is an urgent maternal health
care need for purposes of subparagraph (A)
with respect to an area, the Secretary shall
consider whether such closure, imminent
closure, or loss of workers has impacted ac-
cess by individuals in such area to a full
range of maternal health care services, in-
cluding prenatal services, labor and delivery
services, postnatal services, maternal and
postpartum mental health services, behav-
ioral health services, and reproductive
health services.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or ur-
gent maternal health care needs’ after ‘‘pub-
lic health care needs’’; and

(B) in each of paragraphs (2) and (4)(B), by
inserting ‘‘or urgent maternal health care
need’”’ after ‘‘public health care need’’; and

(3) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘‘or ur-
gent maternal health care need’ after ‘‘pub-
lic health care need”.

(b) DETAIL OF PERSONNEL.—Section 214 of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 215)
is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f);

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(e)(1) Upon the request of an eligible enti-
ty with respect to a hospital or other health
care facility the closure, imminent closure,
or loss of workers of which led to an urgent
maternal health care need in an area, per-
sonnel may be detailed by the Secretary for
the purpose of assisting such eligible entity
in work related to such urgent maternal
health care need.

““(2)(A) Personnel detailed under paragraph
(1) shall be paid from applicable appropria-
tions of the Service.

“(B) In the case of detail of personnel
under paragraph (1) to be paid from applica-
ble Service appropriations, the Secretary
may condition such detail on an agreement
by the eligible entity concerned that such el-
igible entity concerned shall reimburse the
United States for a portion of the amount of
such payments made by the Service.

‘“(C) The services of personnel while de-
tailed pursuant to this subsection shall be
considered as having been performed in the
Service for purposes of the computation of
basic pay, promotion, retirement, compensa-
tion for injury or death, and the benefits pro-
vided by section 212.

‘(3) The Secretary may condition a detail
of personnel under paragraph (1) on an agree-
ment by the eligible entity concerned that
such eligible entity concerned shall—

‘“(A) in the case of an imminent closure or
a loss of workers, as determined by the Sec-
retary—
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‘(i) maintain the maternal health care
services in the applicable area to the max-
imum extent practicable, including by hiring
temporary workers, until the date on which
the personnel are detailed to such area; and

‘‘(i1) submit to the Secretary a plan for hir-
ing and retaining health practitioners in the
short- and long-term, both during periods in
which personnel are detailed to such applica-
ble area and periods in which personnel are
not detailed to such applicable area;

‘“(B) in the case of a closure, submit to the
Secretary a plan for working with, as appli-
cable, State and local agencies and local
stakeholders to transition patients to alter-
nate sources of safe maternal health care
services; and

‘“(C) commit to an assessment by the Sec-
retary of the workplace practices of such eli-
gible entity concerned, if applicable.

“(4) In this subsection—

““(A) the term ‘eligible entity’ means—

“(1) a State;

“‘(ii) a political subdivision of a State; or

““(iii) a Tribal, nonprofit, or other health
care entity; and

“(B) the term ‘personnel’ means an em-
ployee or officer of the Commissioned
Corps.”’; and

(3) in subsection (f) (as so redesignated), by
inserting ‘‘or an urgent maternal health care
need’’ before the period at the end.

(c) FUNDING FOR COMMISSIONED CORPS OF
THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE.—Section 203 of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 204)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘““(e) OPERATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONED
CORPS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
carry out duties and responsibilities relating
to the operations of the Commissioned Corps
of the Service, including the following:

‘“(A) Enhance the processes and systems of
the Service’s Headquarters operations.

“(B) Maximize the force management, re-
quired training opportunities (as determined
by the Secretary under section 203A(a)(1)),
operational capacity, and mission readiness
of the Regular Corps, the Ready Reserve
Corps, and the Public Health Emergency Re-
sponse Strike Teams, a subcomponent of the
Regular Corps.

‘“(C) Recruit and retain qualified profes-
sionals suited to serving underserved and
vulnerable communities by—

‘(i) improving onboarding timelines, pro-
viding officer placements to align with mis-
sion needs, ensuring adequate officer morale
and wellness resources, and incentivizing re-
cruiters and recruits; and

‘(i) expanding training opportunities, in-
cluding training of personnel to deliver ma-
ternal health care services, providing
credentialing support for high demand skill
sets, and enriching leadership and research
potential.

‘(D) Improve deployment processes and
prepare mission teams to execute routine
and emergent public health events.

‘‘(E) Establish a legislative liaison office to
carry out legislative affairs functions under
the direction of the Secretary.

¢“(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to
be appropriated for the Commaissioned Corps
of the Service, there is authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary to carry out
paragraph (1) $150,000,000 for fiscal year 2027
and each fiscal year thereafter.”.

SEC. 302. STREAMLINED SCREENING AND EN-
ROLLMENT OF PROVIDERS OF MA-
TERNITY, LABOR, AND DELIVERY
SERVICES IN NEIGHBORING STATES.

(a) APPLICATION TO MEDICAID.—Section
1902(kk) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1396a(kk)) is amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

S1403

‘(11) STREAMLINED ENROLLMENT PROCESS
FOR ELIGIBLE OUT-OF-STATE PROVIDERS OF MA-
TERNITY, LABOR, AND DELIVERY SERVICES.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The State adopts and
implements a process that enables an eligi-
ble out-of-State provider to enroll as a pro-
vider in the State plan without imposing any
screening requirements that are in addition
to the requirements imposed on in-State pro-
viders. An eligible out-of-State provider that
enrolls in the State plan through such proc-
ess shall be so enrolled for a 5-year period
(unless the provider is terminated or ex-
cluded from participation during such pe-
riod) and may revalidate such enrollment
through such process for subsequent 5-year
periods.

“(B) ELIGIBLE OUT-OF-STATE PROVIDER.—In
this paragraph, the term ‘eligible out-of-
State provider’ means, with respect to a
State, a provider—

‘(i) that furnishes maternity, labor, and
delivery services (as defined in subsection
(zz)(1)), or provides orders or referrals for
such services, for which payment is available
under the State plan of the State;

‘“(ii) that is located in a neighboring State
(as defined by the Secretary);

‘“(iii) with respect to which the Secretary
has determined there is a limited risk of
fraud, waste, or abuse for purposes of deter-
mining the level of screening to be con-
ducted under section 1866(j)(2)(B);

“‘(iv) that has been screened under such
section 1866(j)(2)(B) for purposes of enrolling
in the Medicare program under title XVIII or
the State plan of the State in which such
provider is located; and

‘“(v) that has not been excluded from par-
ticipation in the Medicare program under
such title or the Medicaid program under
this title.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 1902(a)(77) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(77)) is amended by
inserting ‘‘enrollment,”” after ‘‘screening,”’.

(2) Section 1902(kk) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1396a(kk)), as amended by subsection (a), is
further amended—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“ENROLLMENT,” after ‘‘SCREENING,”’; and

(B) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘Nothing”’
and inserting ‘‘Except as provided in para-
graph (10), nothing”’.

(c) APPLICATION TO CHIP.—Section
2107(e)(1)(H) of such Act (42 TU.S.C.
1397gg(e)(1)(G)) is amended by inserting ‘‘en-
rollment,” after ‘‘screening,”.

(d) GUIDANCE ON SCREENING AND ENROLLING
OUT-OF-STATE PROVIDERS OF MATERNITY,
LABOR, AND DELIVERY SERVICES.—Not later
than January 1, 2028, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall issue (and update
as the Secretary determines necessary) guid-
ance to State Medicaid and CHIP directors
on best practices for screening and enrolling
out-of-State providers of maternity, labor,
and delivery services in accordance with
paragraph (10) of section 1902(kk) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 13%6a(kk)) and
section 2107(e)(1)(H) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1397gg(e)(1)(G)) (as added and amended by
this section) and including best practices for
screening and enrolling out-of-State pro-
viders in managed care plans.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section take effect on January
1, 2028.

TITLE IV—REQUIRING PUBLIC COMMU-
NICATION OF OBSTETRICS DATA AND
UNIT CLOSURES

SEC. 401. TIMELY NOTIFICATIONS OF IMPENDING

HOSPITAL OBSTETRIC UNIT CLO-
SURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1866(a)(1) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc(a)(1)) is
amended—
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(1) in subparagraph (X), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (Y)(@ii)(V), by striking
the period and inserting ¢, and’’; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (Y) the
following new subparagraph:

‘(Z) beginning 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this subparagraph, in the
case of a hospital, not less than 180 days
prior to the closure of any obstetric unit of
the hospital, to submit to the Secretary, any
relevant local and State agencies, and the
community a notification, which shall in-
clude—

‘‘(i) a report analyzing the impact the clo-
sure will have on the community, including
data on any adverse outcomes and increase
in costs relating to obstetric services for
such community;

‘“(ii) steps the hospital will take to identify
other health care providers that can allevi-
ate any service gaps as a result of the clo-
sure;

‘“(iii) the cause of the closure of such ob-
stetric unit;

‘“(iv) data regarding historic transpor-
tation costs related to obstetric services in
such community; and

‘(v) any additional information as may be
required by the Secretary.”.

(b) STATE REQUIREMENT TO POST RE-
PORTS.—Section 1902(a) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 139%a(a)), as amended by
section 201(a)(1), is further amended—

(1) in paragraph (90), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (91), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (91) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

¢(92) provide that the State will make pub-
licly available, on the website of any rel-
evant State agency, any report received by
the State from a hospital pursuant to sec-
tion 1866(a)(1)(Z)(i).”’; and

SEC. 402. COLLECTION OF DATA RELATING TO
HOSPITAL LABOR AND DELIVERY
SERVICES.

Section 1866(a)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 139cc(a)(1)), as amended by
section 401, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (Y)@{ii)(V), by striking
“and’’ at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (Z), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ¢‘, and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘““(AA) in the case of a hospital, to include
in cost reports submitted under this title for
cost reporting periods beginning on or after
July 1, 2026—

‘(i) the number of births that occurred at
such hospital during the cost reporting pe-
riod, delineated by the number of cesarean
births and vaginal births;

‘(ii) the number of antenatal and
postpartum transfers from the hospital to
other hospitals;

‘“(iii) data on the number and characteris-
tics of the staff providing labor and delivery
services at such hospital;

‘“(iv) the expenses the hospital incurred for
providing labor and delivery services at such
hospital, including nursing care, anesthesia,
and operating room services;

‘‘(v) the amount the hospital spent for on-
call coverage for labor and delivery services
by physicians and midwives; and

‘“(vi) the amount and sources of revenue re-
ceived by such hospital for labor and deliv-
ery services, including payments received
for—

“(I) items and services furnished to indi-
viduals eligible for coverage under a State
plan under title XIX (or a waiver of such a
plan);

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

“(II) items and services furnished to indi-
viduals with other forms of health insurance
or third-party coverage; and

‘“(IIT) items and services furnished to indi-
viduals without health insurance or other
source of third party coverage.”’.

SA 4689. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ABILITY TO INITIATE GRAND JURY
PROCEEDINGS AND SEEK SUB-
POENAS, ARREST WARRANTS, OR
SEARCH WARRANTS INVOLVING
ELECTIONS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) UNITED STATES ATTORNEY.—The term
“United States attorney” means a United
States attorney appointed under section 541
of title 28, United States Code.

(2) ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY.—
The term ‘‘assistant United States attorney’’
means an assistant United States attorney
appointed under section 542 of title 28,
United States Code.

(b) VIOLATIONS OF ELECTIONS LAWS.—

(1) WARRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Arrest warrants and
search warrants relating to an alleged viola-
tion of section 301 of the Civil Rights Act of
1960 (62 U.S.C. 20701) or section 12 of the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52
U.S.C. 205611) may only be requested by a
United States attorney who is confirmed by
the Senate and who is appointed to the judi-
cial district in which the alleged violation
took place.

(B) EXCEPTION.—For a judicial district in
which a United States attorney has not yet
been confirmed by the Senate, the assistant
United States attorney for that judicial dis-
trict with the longest tenure in that judicial
district, not including service in other juris-
dictions, shall be designated to carry out the
authorities under subparagraph (A), and such
authorities shall terminate upon confirma-
tion of a United States attorney for that ju-
dicial district.

(2) GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS.—A grand
jury proceeding and any subpoena relating to
the grand jury proceeding for an alleged vio-
lation of section 301 of the Civil Rights Act
of 1960 (52 U.S.C. 20701) or section 12 of the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52
U.S.C. 20511) may only be initiated by a
United States attorney who is confirmed by
the Senate and appointed to the judicial dis-
trict in which the alleged violation took
place, or an assistant United States attorney
with a tenure of at least 5 years in the judi-
cial district in which the alleged violation
took place.

SA 4690. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXEMPTION FROM CERTAIN DUTIES
FOR IMPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF

THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY OR-
GANIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any duty imposed under
section 122 or 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2132 and 2411) on or after February 20,
2026, shall not apply to any article imported
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from a member country of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization.

(b) REFUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
514 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514) or
any other provision of law, the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion shall, not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, refund,
with interest, to each importer of an article
described in subsection (a) all duties de-
scribed in that subsection and paid with re-
spect to the article.

(2) RELIQUIDATION AUTHORITY.—In the case
of an entry of an article described in sub-
section (a) that was liquidated before the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
missioner shall reliquidate the entry at the
rate of duty applicable to the article in the
absence of any duty described in subsection
(a) in order to pay a refund required under
that subsection.

(¢) TERMINATION.—The exemption under
subsection (a) terminates on the date that is
2 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(d) ENTRY DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘entry” includes a withdrawal from
warehouse for consumption.

SA 4691. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. EXEMPTION OF BABY AND INFANT-RE-
LATED PRODUCTS FROM CERTAIN
DUTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any duty imposed under
section 122 or 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2132 and 2411) on or after February 20,
2026, shall not apply to the following arti-
cles:

(1) Car child safety seats classified under
statistical reporting number 9401.80.6021 or
9401.80.6023 of the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States.

(2) Diapers classified under statistical re-
porting number 9619.00.1530 of that Schedule.

(3) Cribs classified under statistical report-
ing number 9403.89.6003 of that Schedule.

(4) Strollers classified under subheading
8715.00.00 of that Schedule.

(b) REFUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
514 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514) or
any other provision of law, the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion shall, not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, refund,
with interest, to each importer of an article
described in subsection (a) all duties de-
scribed in that subsection and paid with re-
spect to the article.

(2) RELIQUIDATION AUTHORITY.—In the case
of an entry of an article described in sub-
section (a) that was liquidated before the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
missioner shall reliquidate the entry at the
rate of duty applicable to the article in the
absence of any duty described in subsection
(a) in order to pay a refund required under
that subsection.

(c) TERMINATION.—The exemption under
subsection (a) terminates on the date that is
2 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(d) ENTRY DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘entry’” includes a withdrawal from
warehouse for consumption.

SA 4692. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXEMPTION OF COFFEE, TEA, COCOA,
AND SIMILAR ITEMS FROM CERTAIN
DUTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any duty imposed under
section 122 or 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2132 and 2411) on or after February 20,
2026, shall not apply to any article classified
under chapter 9 or 18 of the Harmonized Tar-
iff Schedule of the United States.

(b) REFUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
514 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514) or
any other provision of law, the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion shall, not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, refund,
with interest, to each importer of an article
described in subsection (a) all duties de-
scribed in that subsection and paid with re-
spect to the article.

(2) RELIQUIDATION AUTHORITY.—In the case
of an entry of an article described in sub-
section (a) that was liquidated before the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
missioner shall reliquidate the entry at the
rate of duty applicable to the article in the
absence of any duty described in subsection
(a) in order to pay a refund required under
that subsection.

(c) TERMINATION.—The exemption under
subsection (a) terminates on the date that is
2 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(d) ENTRY DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘entry’ includes a withdrawal from
warehouse for consumption.

SA 4693. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXEMPTION OF FERTILIZERS FROM
CERTAIN DUTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any duty imposed under
section 122 or 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2132 and 2411) on or after February 20,
2026, shall not apply to any article classified
under chapter 31 of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States.

(b) REFUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
514 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514) or
any other provision of law, the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion shall, not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, refund,
with interest, to each importer of an article
described in subsection (a) all duties de-
scribed in that subsection and paid with re-
spect to the article.

(2) RELIQUIDATION AUTHORITY.—In the case
of an entry of an article described in sub-
section (a) that was liquidated before the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
missioner shall reliquidate the entry at the
rate of duty applicable to the article in the
absence of any duty described in subsection
(a) in order to pay a refund required under
that subsection.

(c) TERMINATION.—The exemption under
subsection (a) terminates on the date that is
2 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.
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(d) ENTRY DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘“‘entry’” includes a withdrawal from
warehouse for consumption.

SA 4694. Mr. KIM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—EFFECTIVE DATE
SEC. 401. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, the provisions of
and amendments made by this Act not apply
before the date on which all States have sub-
mitted the report described in subsection (b).

(b) ACCESSIBILITY REPORT.—Not later than
30 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, each State shall submit to the
Election Assistance Commission a report de-
scribing the specific reasonable accommoda-
tions the State will provide to meet the re-
quirements of section 6(e)(3) of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993, as added by
section 101(d)(4), and the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et
seq.).

SA 4695. Mr. KIM (for himself and
Mrs. MURRAY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, to establish the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee on Equal
Access, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. MINIMUM WAGE AND OVERTIME FOR
CERTAIN CAREGIVERS.

(a) EXEMPTION AMENDMENTS.—Section 13 of
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29
U.S.C. 213) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(15), by striking ‘‘cas-
ual basis in domestic service employment’’
and all that follows through ‘‘of the Sec-
retary)”’ and inserting the following: ‘‘casual
basis to provide babysitting services’’; and

(2) by repealing subsection (b)(21).

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3 of the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(z) ‘Babysitting services’—

‘(1) means the custodial care and protec-
tion of infants or children in or about a pri-
vate home in which the infants or children
reside; and

‘“(2) does not include services relating to
the care and protection of infants or children
which are performed by trained personnel,
such as registered, vocational, or practical
nurses, and home care workers, including
home health aides and personal care aides.

‘“‘(aa) ‘Casual basis’, with respect to the
provision of babysitting services—

‘(1) means employment which is irregular
or intermittent (as defined and delimited by
the Secretary), and which is not performed
by an individual whose vocation is baby-
sitting; and

‘(2) may include the performance of house-
hold work not related to the provision of
babysitting services, so long as the time per-
forming such work does not exceed 20 per-
cent of the total hours worked while pro-
viding babysitting services.”.

SA 4696. Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 4420 pro-
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posed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT)
to the bill S. 1383, to establish the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee on Equal
Access, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the end of title I, insert the following:
Subtitle D—Protecting Pregnant and

Postpartum Voters
SEC. 131. PROTECTING PREGNANT AND
POSTPARTUM VOTERS.
(a) REQUIREMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any

other provision of this title, subject to para-
graph (2), the provisions of and the amend-
ments made by this title shall not apply be-
fore the date that is 2 years after the date on
which the following have been submitted to
Congress:

(A) A certification by the Election Assist-
ance Commission (in this section referred to
as the ‘““‘Commission’) meeting the require-
ments of subsection (b).

(B) The findings of each member of the
Commission with respect to the matters re-
quired to be certified under such subsection
(b).

(2) EXTENSION.—

(A) SUBMISSION OF REQUEST.—The chief
State election official of a State may submit
to the Commission a request up to a 1-year
extension of the applicable date under para-
graph (1) with respect to the State.

(B) CONSIDERATION.—The Commission may
grant such extension upon a finding of good
cause that the State is not yet operationally
ready to implement this title without mate-
rially impairing pregnant or postpartum vot-
ers.

(b) CERTIFICATION.—A certification under
subsection (a)(1)(A) meets the requirements
of this subsection if such certification in-
cludes—

(1) a certification by the Commission that
such provisions and amendments will not
materially impair, delay, burden, or reduce
the ability of pregnant or postpartum voters
to participate in elections for Federal office;

(2) a State-by-State review of how such
provisions and amendments would affect
emergency absentee voting and ballot-cure
options for voters who are hospitalized, on
bed rest, in labor, or recovering from child-
birth;

(3) a determination that, before implemen-
tation, each State has procedures in place to
ensure pregnant or postpartum voters in-
cluding those hospitalized, on bed rest, in
labor, or recovering from childbirth can re-
quest, receive, cast, return, and cure an ab-
sentee ballot through emergency or expe-
dited processes; and

(4) a determination that Congress has ap-
propriated funding specifically for State im-
plementation of this title, including funding
for election official training, voter edu-
cation, and any required safeguards or ac-
commodations.

(¢) PuBLIC COMMENT PERIOD.—The proposed
certification and supporting materials shall
be published in the Federal Register and sub-
ject to a 60-day public comment period be-
fore submission to Congress.

SA 4697. Mr. WELCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . TARIFF RELIEF FOR SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS.

The unobligated balances of amounts ap-
propriated under section 100052 of the Act en-
titled ‘“An Act to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title II of H. Con. Res. 147, ap-
proved July 4, 2025 (Public Law 119-21; 139
Stat. 387) (commonly known as the ‘‘One Big
Beautiful Bill Act’) shall be transferred to
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration and shall be available to the
Administrator to provide assistance to small
business concerns (as defined under section 3
of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632))
that have been impacted by tariffs imposed
by the Federal Government.

SA 4698. Mr. WELCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . USE OF UNOBLIGATED IMMIGRATION
ENFORCEMENT FUNDS TO PAY IN-
TEREST ON ILLEGALLY IMPOSED
DUTIES.

The unobligated balances of amounts ap-
propriated for U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement under section 100052 of the
Act entitled ‘“An Act to provide for rec-
onciliation pursuant to title II of H. Con.
Res. 14 (Public Law 119-21; 139 Stat. 387)
(commonly known as the ‘‘One Big Beautiful
Bill Act”), shall be transferred to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and available to pay
to importers interest incurred on amounts
collected from such importers as duties ille-
gally imposed under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.).

SA 4699. Mr. WELCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISASTER
RECOVERY FUNDING.

The unobligated balances of amounts ap-
propriated under section 100052 of the Act en-
titled ‘““An Act to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title II of H. Con. Res. 147, ap-
proved July 4, 2025 (Public Law 119-21; 139
Stat. 387) (commonly known as the ‘“‘One Big
Beautiful Bill Act”’), shall be transferred to
the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Economic Development and shall be avail-
able to the Assistant Secretary to provide
assistance under section 209(c)(2) of the Pub-
lic Works and Economic Development Act of
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3149(¢c)(2)).

SA 4700. Mr. WELCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE.

The unobligated balances of amounts ap-
propriated under section 100052 of the Act en-
titled ““An Act to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title II of H. Con. Res. 147, ap-
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proved July 4, 2025 (Public Law 119-21; 139
Stat. 387) (commonly known as the ‘‘One Big
Beautiful Bill Act’’) shall be transferred to
the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and shall be available
to the Administrator to provide assistance
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
5121 et seq.) for major disasters.

SA 4701. Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. LUJAN,
and Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. TREATMENT OF ORPHAN DRUGS

UNDER THE MEDICARE DRUG PRICE
NEGOTIATION PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1192(e) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320f-1(e)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking
‘‘through (4)”’ and inserting ‘‘and (3)’’;

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking subparagraph (A);

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and

(C) as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respec-
tively; and
(C) in subparagraph (A)(iii), as redesig-

nated by subparagraph (B) of this paragraph,
by striking ‘“with respect to” and inserting
‘‘subject to paragraph (4), with respect to’’;
and

(3) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting
the following new paragraph:

‘‘(4) TREATMENT OF ORPHAN DRUGS.—In the
case of a drug that is designated as a drug for
one or more rare diseases or conditions and
for which the only approved indication (or
indications) is for one or more such rare dis-
eases or conditions (as such term is defined
in section 526(a)(2) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act), paragraph (3)(A)
shall be applied by substituting ‘$400,000,000’
for ‘$200,000,000° in clause (i) of such para-
graph.”.

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
initial price applicability years (as defined in
section 1191(b) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1320f(b))) beginning on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2028.

SA 4702. Mr. WELCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPEAL OF CHANGES TO MEDICAID
COST SHARING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) REPEAL.—Section 71120 of the Act titled
‘““An Act to provide for reconciliation pursu-
ant to title II of H. Con. Res. 14 (Public Law
119-21) is repealed and title XIX of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) shall be
applied as if such section and the amend-
ments made by such section had not been en-
acted.

(b) RESCISSION.—The amounts appropriated
under section 71120(c) of the Act titled ‘“An
Act to provide for reconciliation pursuant to
title II of H. Con. Res. 14” (Public Law 119-
21) are hereby rescinded.
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____. REPEAL OF CHANGES TO EXCLUSION
FOR ORPHAN DRUGS UNDER THE
DRUG PRICE NEGOTIATION PRO-
GRAM.

Section 71203 of the Act titled ‘“An Act to
provide for reconciliation pursuant to title II
of H. Con. Res. 14 (Public Law 119-21) is re-
pealed and title XI of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) shall be applied as
if such section and the amendments made by
such section had not been enacted.

SA 4703. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . LOAN LIMITS.

Section 455(a)(4) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087e(a)(4)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

“(A) ANNUAL LIMITS BEGINNING JULY 1,
2026.—Subject to paragraphs (7)(A) and (8), be-
ginning on July 1, 2026, the maximum annual
amount of Federal Direct Unsubsidized Staf-
ford loans that a graduate student or profes-
sional student may borrow in any academic
year or its equivalent shall be $50,000.”; and

(2) by amending subparagraph (B) to read
as follows:

‘“(B) AGGREGATE LIMITS.—Subject to para-
graphs (6), (7)(A), and (8), beginning on July
1, 2026, the maximum aggregate amount of
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford loans,
in addition to the amount borrowed for un-
dergraduate education, that a graduate stu-
dent or professional student may borrow for
any program of study described in clause (i)
or (ii) of subparagraph (C) shall be $200,000."".

SA 4704. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . MAINTAINING FUNDING FOR CERTAIN
EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CRITICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM.—The
term ‘‘critical education program’ means
each of the following:

(A) The Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.).

(B) Part A of title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6311 et seq.).

(C) Part B of title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6361 et seq.).

(D) Part C of title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6391 et seq.).

(E) Part D of title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6421 et seq.).

(F) Part A of title II of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6611 et seq.).

(G) Title III of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6801
et seq.).

(H) Part A of title IV of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.).

(I) Part B of title IV of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7171 et seq.).

SEC.




March 19, 2026

(J) Part B of title V of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7341 et seq.).

(K) Part A of title VI of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7401 et seq.).

(L) Title VII of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7701
et seq.).

(M) Subtitle B of title VII of the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11431 et seq.).

(2) REDUCTION IN FUNDING.—The term ‘‘re-
duction in funding”’, when used with respect
to a critical education program for a fiscal
year, means the amount by which—

(A) the total amount of funding appro-
priated for the critical education program
for fiscal year 2024 under title IIT of division
D of the Further Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-47; 138 Stat.
681), which shall be determined based on the
funding allocation specified for the critical
education program in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 of such Act (Pub-
lic Law 118-47; 138 Stat. 461); exceeds

(B) the total amount of funding appro-
priated for the critical education program
for the fiscal year for which the determina-
tion is being made under the applicable reg-
ular appropriation Act for such fiscal year,
which shall be determined based on the fund-
ing allocation specified for the critical edu-
cation program in the explanatory state-
ment regarding such regular appropriation
Act.

(3) REGULAR APPROPRIATION ACT.—The term
“‘regular appropriation Act”’—

(A) means an annual appropriation Act
providing new budget authority (as defined
in section 3 of the Congressional Budget and
Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C.
622)) for the programs, projects, and activi-
ties under the jurisdiction of a subcommittee
of the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate through September 30 of a fiscal year;
and

(B) includes—

(i) an Act referred to in section 105 of title
1, United States Code;

(ii) a title, division, or other subdivision of
an Act or resolution that, if it were a sepa-
rate Act, would be an Act described in sub-
paragraph (A); and

(iii) a resolution or Act, or a title, division,
or other subdivision of a resolution or Act,
making continuing appropriations through
September 30 of a fiscal year.

(b) ENSURING ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR CRIT-
ICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2026, 2027, and 2028, effective on the date that
is 30 days after the later of the date of enact-
ment of this Act or the date of enactment of
a regular appropriation Act appropriating
funding for all critical education programs
for such fiscal year, there is appropriated,
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for each critical edu-
cation program an amount equal to any re-
duction in funding for the critical education
program for such fiscal year.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
under paragraph (1) for a fiscal year shall re-
main available until expended.

(c) BUDGETARY EFFECTS.—

(1) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The
budgetary effects of this section shall not be
entered on either PAYGO scorecard main-
tained pursuant to section 4(d) of the Statu-
tory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (2 U.S.C.
933(d)).

(2) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The budg-
etary effects of this section shall not be en-
tered on any PAYGO scorecard maintained
for purposes of section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71
(115th Congress).
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SA 4705. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC.  .RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONTRACEPTION.—The term ‘‘contracep-
tion” means an action taken to prevent
pregnancy, including the use of contracep-
tives or fertility-awareness-based methods
and sterilization procedures.

(2) CONTRACEPTIVE.—The term ‘‘contracep-
tive” means any drug, device, or biological
product intended for use in the prevention of
pregnancy, whether specifically intended to
prevent pregnancy or for other health needs,
that is approved, cleared, authorized, or li-
censed under section 505, 510(k), 513(f)(2), 515,
or 564 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 355, 360(k), 360c(f)(2),
360e, 360bbb-3) or section 351 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262).

(3) GOVERNMENT.—The term ‘‘government’’
includes each branch, department, agency,
instrumentality, and official of the United
States or a State.

(4) HEALTH CARE PROVIDER.—The term
‘“‘health care provider’’ means any entity or
individual (including any physician, certified
nurse-midwife, nurse, nurse practitioner,
physician assistant, and pharmacist) that is
licensed or otherwise authorized by a State
to provide health care services.

(5) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” includes
each of the 50 States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, each
territory and possession of the United
States, and each Indian Tribe (as defined in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304)), and any political subdivision of any of
the foregoing, including any unit of local
government, such as a county, city, town,
village, or other general purpose political
subdivision of a State.

(b) PERMITTED SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AnN individual has a statu-
tory right under this section to obtain con-
traceptives and to voluntarily engage in con-
traception, free from coercion, and a health
care provider has a corresponding right to
provide contraceptives, contraception, and
information, referrals, and services related
to contraception.

(2) LIMITATIONS OR REQUIREMENTS.—The
statutory rights specified in paragraph (1)
shall not be limited or otherwise infringed
through any limitation or requirement
that—

(A) expressly, effectively, implicitly, or as-
implemented singles out—

(i) the provision of contraceptives, contra-
ception, or contraception-related informa-
tion;

(ii) health care providers who provide con-
traceptives, contraception, or contraception-
related information; or

(iii) facilities in which contraceptives, con-
traception, or contraception-related infor-
mation is provided; and

(B) impedes access to contraceptives, con-
traception, or contraception-related infor-
mation.

(3) EXCEPTION.—To defend against a claim
that a limitation or requirement violates a
health care provider’s or individual’s statu-
tory rights under paragraph (2), a party must
establish, by clear and convincing evidence,
that—

(A) the limitation or requirement signifi-
cantly advances access to contraceptives,
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contraception, and information related to
contraception; and

(B) access to contraceptives, contracep-
tion, and information related to contracep-
tion or the health of patients cannot be ad-
vanced by a less restrictive alternative
measure or action.

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to limit the
authority of the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, acting through the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs, to approve,
clear, authorize, or license contraceptives
under section 505, 510(k), 513(f)(2), 515, or 564
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 355, 360(k), 360c(f)(2), 360e, 360bbb-3)
or section 351 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 262), or for the Federal Govern-
ment to enforce such approval, clearance,
authorization, or licensure.

(¢) APPLICABILITY AND PREEMPTION.—

(1) GENERAL APPLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (3), this section supersedes and ap-
plies to the law of the Federal Government
and each State, and the implementation of
such law, whether statutory, common law, or
otherwise, and whether adopted before or
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(B) PROHIBITION.—Neither the Federal Gov-
ernment nor any State may administer, im-
plement, or enforce any law, rule, regula-
tion, standard, or other provision having the
force and effect of law in a manner that—

(i) prohibits or restricts the sale, provision,
or use of any contraceptives;

(ii) prohibits or restricts any individual
from aiding another individual in volun-
tarily obtaining or using any contraceptives
or contraceptive methods; or

(iii) exempts any contraceptives or contra-
ceptive methods from any other generally
applicable law in a way that would make it
more difficult to sell, provide, obtain, or use
such contraceptives or contraceptive meth-
ods.

(C) RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER LAWS.—This
section applies notwithstanding any other
provision of Federal law, including the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (42
U.S.C. 2000bb et seq.).

(2) SUBSEQUENTLY ENACTED FEDERAL LEGIS-
LATION.—Federal law enacted after the date
of enactment of this Act is subject to this
section, unless such law explicitly excludes
such application by reference to this section.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—The provisions of this
section shall not supersede or otherwise af-
fect any provision of Federal law relating to
coverage under (and shall not be construed
as requiring the provision of specific benefits
under) group health plans or group or indi-
vidual health insurance coverage or coverage
under a Federal health care program (as de-
fined in section 1128B(f) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1320a-7b(f))), including
coverage provided under section 1905(a)(4)(C)
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1396d(a)(4)(C)) and section 2713 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg-13).

(4) DEFENSE.—In any cause of action
against an individual or entity who is sub-
ject to a limitation or requirement that vio-
lates this section, in addition to the rem-
edies specified in subsection (e), this section
shall also apply to, and may be raised as a
defense by, such an individual or entity.

(6) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect immediately upon the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(d) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed—

(A) to authorize any government to inter-
fere with a health care provider’s ability to
provide contraceptives or information re-
lated to contraception or a patient’s ability
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to obtain contraceptives or to engage in con-
traception; or

(B) to permit or sanction the conduct of
any sterilization procedure without the pa-
tient’s voluntary and informed consent.

(2) OTHER INDIVIDUALS CONSIDERED AS GOV-
ERNMENT OFFICIALS.—Any individual who, by
operation of a provision of Federal or State
law, is permitted to implement or enforce a
limitation or requirement that violates sub-
section (b) shall be considered a government
official for purposes of this section.

(e) ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The Attorney
General may commence a civil action on be-
half of the United States against any State
that violates, or against any government of-
ficial (including an individual described in
subsection (d)(2)) that implements or en-
forces a limitation or requirement that vio-
lates, subsection (b). The court shall hold un-
lawful and set aside the limitation or re-
quirement if it is in violation of this section.

(2) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any individual or entity,
including any health care provider or pa-
tient, adversely affected by an alleged viola-
tion of this section, may commence a civil
action against any State that violates, or
against any government official (including
an individual described in subsection (d)(2))
that implements or enforces a limitation or
requirement that violates, subsection (b).
The court shall hold unlawful and set aside
the limitation or requirement if it is in vio-
lation of this section.

(B) HEALTH CARE PROVIDER.—A health care
provider may commence an action for relief
on its own behalf, on behalf of the provider’s
staff, and on behalf of the provider’s patients
who are or may be adversely affected by an
alleged violation of this section.

(3) EQUITABLE RELIEF.—In any action under
this subsection, the court may award appro-
priate equitable relief, including temporary,
preliminary, and permanent injunctive re-
lief.

(4) CosTs.—In any action under this sub-
section, the court shall award costs of litiga-
tion, as well as reasonable attorney’s fees, to
any prevailing plaintiff. A plaintiff shall not
be liable to a defendant for costs or attor-
ney’s fees in any nonfrivolous action under
this subsection.

(5) JURISDICTION.—The district courts of
the United States shall have jurisdiction
over proceedings under this section and shall
exercise the same without regard to whether
the party aggrieved shall have exhausted any
administrative or other remedies that may
be provided for by law.

(6) ABROGATION OF STATE IMMUNITY.—Nei-
ther a State that enforces or maintains, nor
a government official (including an indi-
vidual described in subsection (d)(2)) who is
permitted to implement or enforce any limi-
tation or requirement that violates sub-
section (b) shall be immune under the Tenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, the Eleventh Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, or any
other source of law, from an action in a Fed-
eral or State court of competent jurisdiction
challenging that limitation or requirement.

SA 4706. Mr. KIM (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. MURPHY, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 1383,
to establish the Veterans Advisory
Committee on Equal Access, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Nurses Be-
long in Nursing Homes Act”.

SEC. 2. NURSE STAFFING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) ESTABLISHING TOTAL NURSE STAFFING
HOURS PER RESIDENT DAY; REQUIRING 24-
HOUR USE OF REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL
NURSES IN NURSING HOMES; REMOVAL OF
WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(1) MEDICARE.—Section 1819(b)(4) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395i-3(b)(4)) is
amended by striking subparagraph (C) and
inserting the following:

““(C) REQUIRED NURSING CARE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A skilled nursing facility
must provide—

‘“(I) 24-hour licensed nursing services which
are sufficient to meet the nursing needs of
its residents;

“(IT) not later than the date described in
clause (iii), a minimum staffing requirement
of at least 3.48 hours per resident day (or the
number of hours per resident day rec-
ommended in the report most recently sub-
mitted by the Secretary under section
1128Li(b)(2), provided that such number is at
least 3.48 hours per resident day) of nursing
care provided by a combination of a reg-
istered professional nurse, licensed practical
nurse (or licensed vocational nurse), or cer-
tified nursing assistant that—

‘“‘(aa) provides direct care services to resi-
dents in a skilled nursing facility; and

““(bb) reflects an appropriate combination
of competencies and skills that is sufficient
to ensure the safety of each resident in the
facility; and

‘“(IIT) the services of a registered profes-
sional nurse, such that such services are fur-
nished—

‘“‘(aa) before the date described in clause
(iii), at least 8 consecutive hours a day, 7
days a week; and

‘“(bb) on or after such date, 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

‘(i) DEFINITION OF HOURS PER RESIDENT
DAY.—In this subparagraph, the term ‘hours
per resident day’ means the total number of
hours worked by each type of staff described
in clause (i)(II) divided by the total number
of residents, as calculated by the Adminis-
trator of the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services.

‘“(iii) DATE DESCRIBED.—For purposes of
subclauses (II) and (III) of clause (i), the date
described in this clause is the date that is 180
days after the date of enactment of the
Nurses Belong in Nursing Homes Act.”’.

(2) MEDICAID.—Section 1919(b)(4) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r(b)(4)) is
amended by striking subparagraph (C) and
inserting the following:

¢“(C) REQUIRED NURSING CARE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A nursing facility must
provide—

‘“(I) 24-hour licensed nursing services which
are sufficient to meet the nursing needs of
its residents;

‘“(IT) not later than the date described in
section 1819(b)(4)(C)(iii), a minimum staffing
requirement of at least 3.48 hours per resi-
dent day (or the number of hours per resi-
dent day recommended in the report most re-
cently submitted by the Secretary under sec-
tion 1128L(b)(2), provided that such number
is at least 3.48 hours per resident day) of
nursing care provided by a combination of a
registered professional nurse, licensed prac-
tical nurse (or licensed vocational nurse), or
certified nursing assistant that—

‘‘(aa) provides direct care services to resi-
dents in a nursing facility; and

‘“(bb) reflects an appropriate combination
of competencies and skills that is sufficient
to ensure the safety of each resident in the
facility; and
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“(IIT) the services of a registered profes-
sional nurse, such that such services are fur-
nished—

‘‘(aa) before the date described in section
1819(b)(4)(C)(iii), at least 8 consecutive hours
a day, 7 days a week; and

‘“(bb) on or after such date, 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

‘(ii) DEFINITION OF HOURS PER RESIDENT
DAY.—In this subparagraph, the term ‘hours
per resident day’ has the meaning given such
term in section 1819(b)(4)(C)(ii).”.

(b) STUDY.—Title XI of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is amended by in-
serting after section 1128K the following new
section:

“SEC. 1128L. STUDY AND REPORTS RECOM-
MENDING MINIMUM STAFFING RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR SKILLED NURS-
ING FACILITIES AND NURSING FA-
CILITIES; PROMULGATION OF REGU-

LATIONS.

‘“‘(a) STUDY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this section,
and not less frequently than once every 4
years thereafter, the Secretary shall direct
the Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation, the Comptroller General, or the
Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, in
consultation with the Medicaid and CHIP
Payment and Access Commission (in this
section referred to as the ‘designated enti-
ty’), to complete a study analyzing nurse
staffing requirements at skilled nursing fa-
cilities (as defined in section 1819(a)) and
nursing facilities (as defined in section
1919(a)) to provide care to individuals seek-
ing their services.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—With respect to each study
required under paragraph (1), the designated
entity shall—

‘“(A) consult with—

‘(i) residents, family members of resi-
dents, or authorized representatives of resi-
dents;

‘(ii) registered professional nurses, li-
censed practical nurses (or licensed voca-
tional nurses), certified nursing assistants,
and other categories of direct care profes-
sionals (as determined by the Secretary) who
work at such skilled nursing facilities or
nursing facilities;

‘“(iii) collective bargaining units or unions
that represent direct care workers or direct
care professionals who work at such skilled
nursing facilities and nursing facilities;

‘“‘(iv) operators of nursing facilities and
skilled nursing facilities;

‘“(v) researchers with expertise in the nurs-
ing home and long-term care workforce, in-
cluding the disclosure of funding sources for
previously conducted research and conflicts
of interest; and

‘‘(vi) long-term care ombudsmen; and

‘(B) address the following:

‘(i) Whether the minimum staffing re-
quirements established in sections
1819(b)(4)(C)H(H)(IT) and 1919(b)(4)(C)(A)(IT)
should be maintained or increased (but in no
event decreased below a minimum staffing
requirement of at least 3.48 hours per resi-
dent day), based on the severity of the health
conditions, complexity of health care needs,
or other measures of patient acuity of resi-
dents at such skilled nursing facilities and
nursing facilities, and, if so, how such min-
imum staffing requirements shall be in-
creased.

‘‘(ii) Whether other minimum hours per
resident day minimum staffing requirements
should be established for other categories of
direct care professionals or direct care work-
ers in addition to the requirements estab-
lished in sections 1819(b)(4)(C)(1)(II) and
1919(b)(H)(CH(D)(ITD).
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‘“(iii) A review of staffing, safety, and qual-
ity data, as well as staffing requirement ex-
ception data, to assess the adequacy of exist-
ing staffing practices in such nursing facili-
ties and skilled nursing facilities.

“‘(b) REPORTS.—

‘(1) To THE SECRETARY.—The designated
entity shall submit to the Secretary a report
on the results of the study conducted under
subsection (a), together with recommenda-
tions for such legislation and administrative
action as the designated entity determines
appropriate.

‘(2) To CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days
after receiving each report under paragraph
(1), the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
report on—

““(A) the findings and recommendations in-
cluded in such report; and

‘“(B) any plan to implement such rec-
ommendations, including a justification for
any recommendations the Secretary deter-
mines should not be implemented.

‘‘(c) REGULATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the Secretary submits an initial report
under subsection (b)(2), the Secretary shall—

““(A) specify through regulations, con-
sistent with such report, a minimum staffing
requirement for nursing staff for skilled
nursing facilities (as defined in section
1819(a)) and nursing facilities (as defined in
section 1919(a)); and

‘(B) require such skilled nursing facilities
and such nursing facilities to comply with
such staffing requirements, including by pro-
viding the minimum staffing sufficient to
meet the needs of each resident in any such
facility.

‘(2) UPDATE.—Not later than 1 year after
the Secretary submits each subsequent re-
port under subsection (b)(2), the Secretary
shall, consistent with each such report, up-
date the regulations described in paragraph
(1)(A) as necessary.

‘‘(d) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall provide
for the transfer, from the Federal Hospital
Insurance Trust Fund under section 1817 to
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices Program Management Account, of
$50,000,000 for fiscal year 2027 for purposes of
carrying out this section. Amounts trans-
ferred pursuant to the previous sentence
shall remain available until expended.”’.

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The morato-
rium imposed under section 71111 of the Act
titled ““An Act to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title IT of H. Con. Res. 14 (Pub-
lic Law 119-21) (relating to implementation
of certain staffing standards for long-term
care facilities under the Medicare and Med-
icaid programs) shall not be construed to
apply to the amendments made by this sec-
tion.

SEC. 3. PERMANENT FUNDING FOR THE SURVEY
AND CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR
NURSING HOMES AND OTHER
HEALTH CARE ENTITIES.

Part A of Title XI of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is amended by in-
serting after section 1150C the following new
section:

“SEC. 1150D. FUNDING FOR THE SURVEY AND
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM.

“There is appropriated to the Secretary,
out of the Federal Hospital Insurance Trust
Fund under section 1817 and the Federal Sup-
plementary Medical Insurance Trust Fund
under section 1841 (in such proportions as the
Secretary determines to be appropriate),
$800,000,000 for fiscal year 2027 and each sub-
sequent fiscal year for the purpose of con-
ducting the Secretary’s Survey and Certifi-
cation Program, including under section
1864. Amounts appropriated under the pre-
ceding sentence shall remain available until
expended.”’.
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SEC. 4. INVESTING IN THE NURSING HOME
WORKFORCE.

(a) MEDICARE.—Section 1819(h) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395i-3(h)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)(B)(ii)(IV)({f), by insert-
ing ‘¢, provided that not less than half of
such amounts are provided to the State in
which the facility is located for the purposes
described in paragraph (7),” after ‘‘collected
may’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(7T) USE OF CIVIL MONEY PENALTY AMOUNTS
TO SUPPORT THE SKILLED NURSING FACILITY
WORKFORCE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), a State shall use the amounts provided
to such State pursuant to paragraph
(2)(B)(i1)AV)(ff) for the fiscal year in which
such amounts are provided for the following
purposes:

‘“(i) Providing grants to entities such as
educational institutions, advocacy organiza-
tions for skilled nursing facility residents,
senior citizens, or individuals with disabil-
ities, and unions that represent the skilled
nursing facility workforce to support
projects that use community-driven ap-
proaches to recruit, educate, and train indi-
viduals to expand the skilled nursing facility
workforce.

‘“(ii) The funding of projects that develop
new career pathway programs for the skilled
nursing facility workforce.

‘“(iii) The repayment of student loans for
qualified skilled nursing facility providers
(as defined in subparagraph (C)) or the pay-
ment of tuition for such providers who com-
mit to serving in a skilled nursing facility or
a nursing facility (as defined in section
1919(a)) for not less than 3 years within a 10-
year period.

““(B) PROHIBITIONS ON USE OF FUNDS.—

‘(i) PROHIBITION ON PROVIDING FUNDS TO EN-
TITIES RELATED TO FACILITIES.—A State may
not provide any amounts provided to such
State pursuant to paragraph (2)(B)(ii)(IV)(ff)
to an entity that has a related party rela-
tionship with a nursing facility or skilled
nursing facility in such State.

‘‘(ii) PROHIBITION ON USING FUNDS FOR REIM-
BURSEMENT OF COSTS INCURRED IN COMPLETING
NURSE AIDE TRAINING AND COMPETENCY EVAL-
UATION PROGRAMS AND NURSE AIDE COM-
PETENCY EVALUATION PROGRAMS.—A State
may not use any amounts provided to such
State pursuant to paragraph (2)(B)(ii)(IV)(ff)
to—

‘“(I) reimburse costs incurred in com-
pleting a nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program or a nurse aide com-
petency evaluation program under sub-
section (f)(2)(A); or

“(II) supplant the payment of such costs
under such subsection.

‘“(C) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(1) QUALIFIED SKILLED NURSING FACILITY
PROVIDER.—The term ‘qualified skilled nurs-
ing facility provider’ means—

“(I) a geriatrician or other physician,
nurse practitioner, physician assistant, or
other practitioner who provides services in a
skilled nursing facility or nursing facility;
or

‘“(IT) a registered professional nurse, a li-
censed practical nurse (or a licensed voca-
tional nurse), or a certified nursing assistant
who provides direct care services to residents
in a skilled nursing facility or nursing facil-
ity, as determined by the Secretary.

‘“(ii) RELATED PARTY.—The term ‘related
party’ means an entity that, to a significant
extent is associated or affiliated with, or has
control of, or is controlled by, a nursing fa-
cility or skilled nursing facility.

‘(D) ANNUAL REPORTING.—
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‘(i) REPORT FROM STATES.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
paragraph, and annually thereafter, each
State that receives amounts pursuant to
paragraph (2)(B)(ii)AV)(ff) shall submit to
the Secretary a report describing—

“(I) how amounts received in the previous
fiscal year were allocated;

‘“(II) the mechanisms to ensure such
amounts benefit the development of the
skilled nursing facility workforce;

‘(ITII) how such amounts will impact meas-
urable outcomes for residents of skilled nurs-
ing facilities and nursing facilities, such as
staff vacancy rates, turnover rates, median
hourly wages, staffing hours per resident,
and resident quality outcomes; and

‘“(IV) how such State is ensuring compli-
ance with subparagraph (B).

‘(ii) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the Secretary receives the an-
nual reports from States under clause (i), the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
describing the information contained in such
reports.”’.

(b) MEDICAID.—Section 1919(h) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 139%r(h)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (2)(A)(ii)—

(A) in the second sentence, by striking
“Funds collected” and inserting ‘‘Subject to
the last sentence of this clause, funds col-
lected”’; and

(B) by inserting the following sentence at
the end: ‘“Not less than half of the funds col-
lected pursuant to this clause shall be used
for the purposes described in paragraph
(10).”’;

(2) in paragraph (3)(C)(ii)(IV)(ff), by insert-
ing ‘‘, provided that not less than half of
such amounts are provided to the State in
which the facility is located for the purposes
described in paragraph (10),”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

¢“(10) USE OF CIVIL MONEY PENALTY AMOUNTS
TO SUPPORT THE NURSING FACILITY WORK-
FORCE.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), a State shall use not less than half of
the funds collected under paragraph (2)(A)(ii)
and the amounts provided to such State pur-
suant to paragraph (3)(C)(ii)(IV)(ff) (collec-
tively referred to in this paragraph as ‘civil
money penalty amounts’) for the fiscal year
in which such amounts are collected or pro-
vided for the following activities:

‘(i) Providing grants to entities such as
educational institutions, advocacy organiza-
tions for nursing facility residents, senior
citizens, or individuals with disabilities, and
unions that represent the nursing facility
workforce to support projects that use com-
munity-driven approaches to recruit, edu-
cate, and train individuals to expand the
nursing facility workforce.

‘‘(ii) The funding of projects that develop
new career pathway programs for the nurs-
ing facility workforce.

‘‘(iii) The repayment of student loans for
qualified nursing facility providers (as de-
fined in subparagraph (C)) or the payment of
tuition for such providers who commit to
serving in a skilled nursing facility (as de-
fined in section 1819(a)) or a nursing facility
for not less than 3 years within a 10-year pe-
riod.

*‘(B) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS.—

‘(1) PROHIBITION ON PROVIDING FUNDS TO EN-
TITIES RELATED TO FACILITIES.—A State may
not provide any civil money penalty
amounts to an entity that has a related
party relationship with a nursing facility or
skilled nursing facility in such State.

¢‘(i1) PROHIBITION ON USING FUNDS FOR REIM-
BURSEMENT OF COSTS INCURRED IN COMPLETING
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NURSE AIDE TRAINING AND COMPETENCY PRO-

GRAMS AND NURSE AIDE COMPETENCY EVALUA-

TION PROGRAMS.—A State may not use any

civil money penalty amounts to—

“(I) reimburse costs incurred in com-
pleting a nurse aid training and competency
evaluation program or a nurse aide com-
petency evaluation program under sub-
section (£)(2)(A); or

“(II) supplant the payment of such costs
under such subsection.

‘‘(C) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) QUALIFIED NURSING FACILITY PRO-
VIDER.—The term ‘qualified nursing facility
provider’ means—

“(I) a geriatrician or other physician,
nurse practitioner, physician assistant, or
other practitioner who provides services in a
skilled nursing facility or nursing facility;
or

“(ITI) a registered professional nurse, li-
censed practical nurse (or a licensed voca-
tional nurse), or certified nursing assistant
who provides direct care services to residents
in a skilled nursing facility or nursing facil-
ity, as determined by the Secretary.

‘(i) RELATED PARTY.—The term ‘related
party’ means an entity that, to a significant
extent is associated or affiliated with, or has
control of, or is controlled by, a nursing fa-
cility or skilled nursing facility.

‘(D) ANNUAL REPORTING.—

‘(i) REPORT FROM STATES.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
paragraph, and annually thereafter, each
State that receives any civil money penalty
amounts shall submit to the Secretary a re-
port describing—

‘(D) how amounts received in the previous
fiscal year were allocated;

‘““(II) the mechanisms to ensure such
amounts benefit the development of the
nursing facility workforce;

‘(ITII) how such amounts will impact meas-
urable outcomes for residents of skilled nurs-
ing facilities and nursing facilities, such as
staff vacancy rates, turnover rates, median
hourly wages, staffing hours per resident,
and resident quality outcomes; and

“(IV) how such State is ensuring compli-
ance with subparagraph (B).

‘‘(ii) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the Secretary receives the an-
nual reports from States under clause (i), the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
describing the information contained in such
report.”.

SEC. 5. CODIFICATION OF REGULATIONS RE-
GARDING REQUIREMENTS FOR
LONG-TERM SERVICES AND SUP-
PORTS AND PAYMENT TRANS-
PARENCY REPORTING.

Sections 438.72 and 442.43 of title 42, Code of
Federal Regulations (as in effect on May 10,
2024), shall have the force and effect of law.

SA 4707. Mr. CORNYN proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 4123, to pro-
hibit preferential screening for Mem-
bers of Congress at airports, and for
other purposes; as follows:

On page 2, strike lines 8 through 13, and in-
sert the following:

(4) TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAM.—The
term ‘‘Trusted Traveler Program’ means
any of the following:

(A) Global Entry.

(B) The PreCheck Program.

(C) SENTRI.

(D) NEXUS.

(E) Any other United States Government
program that issues a unique identifier, such
as a known traveler number, that the Trans-
portation Security Administration accepts
as validating that the individual holding
such identifier is a member of a known low-
risk population.
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(F) Any other program implemented by the
Transportation Security Administration
under section 109(a)(3) of the Aviation and
Transportation Security Act (49 U.S.C. 114
note; Public Law 107-71).

On page 2, line 24, strike ‘“‘may’’ and insert
“‘shall”.

On page 3, line 1, strike ‘‘bypass standard”’
and insert ‘‘be exempt from Federal pas-
senger and baggage’’.

SA 4708. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. GALLEGO, and Mr.
KELLY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill
S. 1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. RESPECT FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Respect for Local Communities
Act”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFI-
CIALS.—The term ‘‘appropriate local govern-
ment officials’® means—

(A) the mayor, county executive, or equiv-
alent elected official of the town, city, coun-
ty or other local jurisdiction in which a new
processing site or detention center will be lo-
cated; and

(B) a majority of the town council, city
council, county council, county commission,
or equivalent legislative authority in which
a new processing site or detention center
will be located.

(2) NEW PROCESSING SITE OR DETENTION CEN-
TER.—The term ‘‘new processing site or de-
tention center’” means any facility operated
by, or pursuant to a contract with, U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, includ-
ing any facility designed under the Deten-
tion Reengineering Initiative, that, begin-
ning on or after the date of the enactment of
this Act, will be used to temporarily hold
persons pending the resolution or completion
of immigration removal operations or proc-
esses.

(¢) REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW ICE PROCESSING
SITES AND DETENTION CENTERS.—The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security or any other
Federal agency may not initiate the con-
struction, acquisition, renovation, or oper-
ation of, or otherwise acquire an interest in
real property to be used as, a new processing
site or detention center for U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement until—

(1) the relevant Federal agency issues a
public notice in the Federal Register that—

(A) is open for public comments for a pe-
riod lasting at least 30 days;

(B) describes the scope of the construction,
acquisition, renovation, or operation;

(C) includes information regarding such
agency’s due diligence process, which shall
explain how such agency will comply with—

(i) Federal guidance and standards related
to immigration detention;

(ii) applicable environmental regulations;

(D) includes any other information or doc-
umentation relevant to such new processing
site or detention center; and

(E) includes an economic impact analysis
and an engineering review that addresses the
site or center’s waste exportation, water
usage, and electrical demand;

(2) after the conclusion of the public com-
ment period, the head of the relevant Fed-
eral agency—

(A) considers and responds to significant
comments received in accordance with sub-
chapter II of chapter 5 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(B) enters into a signed, written agreement
with appropriate local government officials
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and the Governor of the State in which such
processing site or detention center will be lo-
cated that authorizes such construction, ac-
quisition, renovation, or operation, as appli-
cable; and

(3) at least 30 days has elapsed since the
head of the relevant Federal agency sub-
mitted a report to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate, the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, the Committee on the
Judiciary of the Senate, the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives, and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House
of Representatives regarding such planned
construction, acquisition, renovation, or op-
eration that includes a fully executed copy
of the agreement described in paragraph (2).

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have
five requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet in open and closed
session during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 9:30
a.m.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 19, 2026, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on a nom-
ination.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, March 19, 2026,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a business
meeting.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, March 19,
2026, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that privileges
of the floor be granted to my defense
fellow and my intern for the remainder
of the Congress. They are Alexis
Todaro-Wiegner and Caroline Moffett.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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