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as validating that the individual holding
such identifier is a member of a known low-
risk population.

(F) Any other program implemented by the
Transportation Security Administration
under section 109(a)(3) of the Aviation and
Transportation Security Act (49 U.S.C. 114
note; Public Law 107-71).

On page 2, line 24, strike ‘“‘may’’ and insert
“shall”.

On page 3, line 1, strike ‘‘bypass standard”
and insert ‘‘be exempt from Federal pas-
senger and baggage”’.

The bill (S. 4123), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed as follows:

S. 4123

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “End Special
Treatment for Congress at Airports Act of
2026”’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the
Transportation Security Administration.

(2) MEMBER OF CONGRESS.—The term
“Member of Congress’” has the meaning
given that term in section 13101 of title 5,
United States Code.

(3) SCREENING LOCATION.—The term
‘‘screening location’ has the meaning given
that term in section 1540.5 of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations.

(4) TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAM.—The
term ‘‘Trusted Traveler Program’ means
any of the following:

(A) Global Entry.

(B) The PreCheck Program.

(C) SENTRI.

(D) NEXUS.

(E) Any other United States Government
program that issues a unique identifier, such
as a known traveler number, that the Trans-
portation Security Administration accepts
as validating that the individual holding
such identifier is a member of a known low-
risk population.

(F) Any other program implemented by the
Transportation Security Administration
under section 109(a)(3) of the Aviation and
Transportation Security Act (49 U.S.C. 114
note; Public Law 107-71).

SEC. 3. REQUIREMENT FOR STANDARD SECURITY
SCREENING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available to the
Transportation Security Administration
shall be used to provide or facilitate the pro-
vision of a Member of Congress with expe-
dited or preferential access to or through se-
curity screenings required pursuant to sec-
tion 44901 of title 49, United States Code.

(b) NO EXPEDITED ACCESS.—A Member of
Congress shall not—

(1) be exempt from Federal passenger and
baggage screening procedures of the Trans-
portation Security Administration; or

(2) receive priority or expedited access to a
screening location on the basis of the official
position of such Member of Congress.

SEC. 4. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed—

(1) to limit the authority of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to imple-
ment risk-based security programs available
to the general public; or

(2) to prohibit Members of Congress from
participating in a publicly available Trusted
Traveler Program, provided such participa-
tion is not based on the official positions of
such Members of Congress.
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SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) PoLICY IMPLEMENTATION.—The Adminis-
trator shall update policies and procedures
as necessary to ensure compliance with this
Act.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the implementation of, and compli-
ance with, this Act.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
am glad the Senate has agreed with
this commonsense bill to prevent those
of us who pass laws—or, in this case,
refuse to pass the laws funding DHS ap-
propriations—to prevent us from re-
ceiving special privileges. Maybe, just
maybe, if Congress has to live under
the same laws that everybody else
does, it will motivate us to get our
work done—in other words, to fund the
Department of Homeland Security—so
no American, so no air traveler will
have to suffer the disruption and the
tribulations that many, many travelers
are having to experience now.

It is not too much to expect that
Congress will be subject to the same
rules as everyone else. We know trust
in Congress is at an alltime low, but
today, thank goodness, the Senate has
taken an important step toward restor-
ing the trust of the people we are here
to represent.

I yield the floor.

SAFEGUARD AMERICAN VOTER
ELIGIBILITY ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont.
IRAN

Mr. WELCH. Madam President, it is
time to end the war that the President
started with Iran on February 28—3
weeks ago.

The war must stop now, not a week
from now after U.S. taxpayers spend
another $14 billion, another 1,000 inno-
cent civilians are lost, another 500,000
are displaced from their homes, and
more economic punishment here at
home; not a month from now after U.S.
taxpayers spend another $60 billion, an-
other 4,000 innocent civilians are lost,
another 2 million are displaced from
their homes, and even more dire eco-
nomic consequences here at home; and
certainly not 3 months from now after
U.S. taxpayers spend another $200 bil-
lion, another 12,000 innocent civilians
are lost and the creation of a global
refugee crisis affecting millions, and
the possibility of a global economic re-
cession. The time to end the war is
now—right now.

Today, we are heading in the oppo-
site direction. The war is escalating.
Netanyahu bombed the South Pars gas-
field. Iran retaliated by bombing
Qatar’s natural gas hub, the Ras Laffan
Industrial City. Oil prices are surging
to nearly $120 a barrel.

The President must act and act now.
End this war. The President can end
the war that he started, and if he
won’t, Congress must.

President Trump’s stated goal was to
destroy Iran’s nuclear capability, and
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in his own words, that program was
“totally obliterated.” President
Trump’s stated goal was to degrade
Iran’s missile programs. In his own
words, we have ‘‘already destroyed 100
percent of Iran’s military capability.”
By President Trump’s own account, his
objectives have largely been realized.

We are now at a very dangerous in-
flection point: Do we end the war now
or do we escalate? Do we escalate to
achieve Netanyahu’s goal—not ours—of
regime change? Do we escalate with no
end in sight—an escalation that will
put American boots on the ground? an
escalation American taxpayers will
fund with a $200 billion downpayment
on yet another forever war in the Mid-
dle East? We must decide. And make no
mistake, indecision, not to decide, is
escalation, and escalation will lead to
failure.

President Trump is dragging us to-
ward escalation, and Congress must
not allow it.

America has been down this road be-
fore. In Iraq, Saddam presided over an
evil regime. He was deposed quickly. In
Afghanistan, the Taliban were an evil
regime. They were deposed quickly, but
what came after was devastating—tril-
lions of dollars of taxpayer money
wasted and thousands of American sol-
diers killed and injured. The Iraq war
cost nearly $2 trillion. In the Iraq war,
we lost more than 4,500 American serv-
icemembers. The Afghanistan war cost
over $2 trillion, and in Afghanistan, we
lost nearly 2,600 American servicemem-
bers.

Unless this escalation is stopped,
President Trump’s Iran war could cost
even more. And for what? A regime
change war in Iran could be worse—
worse than Iraq or even Afghanistan.
Regime change is impossible without
boots on the ground. Those boots are
the boots of brave American men and
women who will follow the President’s
order to deploy should he give it. And
regime change is impossible to sustain
without a permanent occupying force.

Iran—make no mistake—is a proud
country with proud people, and they
may welcome the riddance of the aya-
tollahs but will fiercely reject Amer-
ican and Israeli occupiers. Iran is also
huge. It stretches as far as the distance
from Houston, TX, to New York, and it
has as many people as California,
Texas, and Florida combined.

Iraq and Afghanistan taught us
something that we must not forget,
and that is the limits of military
power. In the early phases of both of
those wars, as in Iran now, the extraor-
dinary skills and capabilities of our
military won impressive victories, but
what followed those early victories in
Iraq and Afghanistan is already upon
us in Iran, and that is the asymmetric
response—the one where the United
States, with all its military might, is
at a disadvantage.

Iran’s drone attacks have closed the
Strait of Hormuz—something that the
Secretary of Energy dismissed as being
something that couldn’t happen. Near-
ly one-third of the global oil, fertilizer,
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and helium supplies that we need—that
the world needs—flow through the
Strait of Hormuz.

You know, in 1973, we had a big oil
disruption that involved only 7 percent
of oil supplies, but it created a global
economic shock that reverberated for
10 years. This one could even be worse.
Iran can keep the Strait closed as long
as they have access to just enough
drones or enough small boats loaded
with explosives that keep international
shippers, who are fearful of losing
cargo and crew, from risking passage.

The costs to American families and
businesses from the closing of the
Strait from this asymmetric warfare
are staggering. Across the country, gas
prices at the pump are up at least a
dollar. The average American family
will pay an additional $2,000 this year
in gas. As a country, we are paying an
additional $2 billion every day—$2 bil-
lion—for the war premium that we
have to pay at the pump.

In Vermont and across the country,
our farmers are paying up to 35 to 40
percent more for fertilizer. More than a
third of global fertilizer supplies have
to come through the strait. Just ahead
of spring planting season, farms are
facing additional tens of thousands of
dollars to do business.

Vermont families are
war premium to heat their homes.
Heating o0il prices are surging from
around a little over $3 a gallon to over
$4.70 a gallon. An average family is
going to be facing a $1,000 additional
expense to maintain heat in their
homes.

As the Presiding Officer knows, the
Pentagon’s costs are absolutely stag-
gering. The war is costing at least $2
billion a day. The Pentagon has told
Congress that the first 6 days cost $11.3
billion, not including many other un-
disclosed things. The Pentagon, we are
told, is going to be requesting a $200
billion supplemental. That, by the way,
is triple the cost of all U.S. weapons
that were sent to Ukraine. We are
spending $15 million apiece for THAAD
interceptors to shoot down Iranian
missiles. We are spending $4 million
apiece for Patriot interceptors that are
shooting down Shahed drones that cost
$20,000.

More than 1,300 civilians have al-
ready been killed, including over 100
girls by a U.S. strike that went wrong.
More than 1,000 have been Kkilled in
Lebanon, where Israel, under
Netanyahu, is inflicting a relentless at-
tack. That includes more than 100 chil-
dren.

We have had losses, too, in the
United States of brave servicemembers
who responded to the call of duty, and
I want to acknowledge their service
and their loss: MAJ Jeffrey O’Brien,
CPT Cody Khork, CW3 Robert Marzan,
SFC Noah Tietjens, SFC Nicole Amor,
SGT Declan Coady, SGT Benjamin
Pennington, Maj. John Klinner, Capt.
Ariana Savino, Capt. Seth Koval, Capt.
Curtis Angst, TSgt Ashley Pruitt, and
TSgt Tyler Simmons.

also paying a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

I also want to pay respects and ac-
knowledge the exemplary service of the
Vermont Air National Guard’s 158th
Fighter Wing. Their critical skills were
requested by name and unit. Their
unique mission means they are often
the first ones in. Vermonters are very
proud of the Green Mountain Boys, and
we pray for their safe return home.

One of the great accomplishments of
this American democracy for the past
250 years—a legacy the Presiding Offi-
cer and I are both proud of—is that the
strong military we have serves under
elected civilian leadership. Citizens
volunteer to serve, accepting that they
will be deployed at the will of the Com-
mander in Chief and that they will
bravely face all the perils required to
defend our freedom.

The citizens who serve in the mili-
tary have accepted their responsibility.
The U.S. Senate should do the same—
accept our responsibility. Under the
Constitution, it is the elected leader-
ship, including the U.S. Senate, that
has the responsibility to carefully con-
sider when and whether to commit our
citizens to the obligations of war.

Our country is now very deep into
this war—the biggest in a generation.
Yet the U.S. Senate has not held a sin-
gle hearing, has not had a single de-
bate, and has not demanded a full ac-
count from the Executive as to the war
in Iran.

Now we understand the administra-
tion is preparing a $200 billion supple-
mental funding request for a war that
has not even been explained, much less
authorized. I will oppose this funding. I
will oppose sleepwalking into a forever
war. I will oppose funding a war where-
in the President has presented no stat-
ed objectives or a coherent plan to
achieve them. I will oppose funding a
war wherein the President has pro-
posed no way to pay for it other than
to pile up more debt for our children
and grandchildren.

The question before us: Does the
United States end this war or do we es-
calate it?

I oppose a war and funding a war that
will make our country less safe and our
citizens economically more vulnerable.

This is at the heart of our sworn obli-
gation to uphold the Constitution and
fight for the interest of our constitu-
ents, of all Americans. This war makes
us less safe, less prosperous. This war
must end.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MCcCORMICK). The clerk will call the
roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following resolutions,
which are at the desk, S. Res. 652 and
S. Res. 653.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ures, en bloc?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mrs. MOODY. I now ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to; the preambles be agreed to; and
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 20,
2026

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 12 noon on Fri-
day, March 20; that following the pray-
er and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume the House message with respect
to S. 1383.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, for the
information of my colleagues, we ex-
pect to vote on reconsideration of clo-
ture on the motion to proceed to DHS
appropriations at approximately 1 p.m.
tomorrow.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. MOODY. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators LEE, BALDWIN, and KIM.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

NOTICE TO SUSPEND RULES

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, in ac-
cordance with rule V of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I hereby provide
notice that I intend to move to suspend
the operation of rule XXV, paragraph
(n)(1) to permit the Committee on
Rules and Administration to consider
the following motion with respect to
the message to accompany S. 1383:

Motion to refer with instructions: That the
Message to accompany S. 1383 be referred to
the Committee on Rules and Administration
with instructions that the Committee con-
siders legislation that funds the Department
of Homeland Security, except for U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement and U.S.
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