
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1306 March 18, 2026 
‘‘(aa)(1)(A) It shall be unlawful for any per-

son who is not a licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer, or licensed dealer to transfer 
a firearm to any other person who is not so 
licensed, unless a licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer, or licensed dealer has first 
taken possession of the firearm for the pur-
pose of complying with subsection (t). 

‘‘(B) Upon taking possession of a firearm 
under subparagraph (A), a licensee shall 
comply with all requirements of this chapter 
as if the licensee were transferring the fire-
arm from the inventory of the licensee to the 
unlicensed transferee. 

‘‘(C) If a transfer of a firearm described in 
subparagraph (A) will not be completed for 
any reason after a licensee takes possession 
of the firearm (including because the trans-
fer of the firearm to, or receipt of the fire-
arm by, the transferee would violate this 
chapter), the return of the firearm to the 
transferor by the licensee shall not con-
stitute the transfer of a firearm for purposes 
of this chapter. 

‘‘(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to— 
‘‘(A) a law enforcement agency or any law 

enforcement officer, armed private security 
professional, or member of the Armed 
Forces, to the extent the officer, profes-
sional, or member is acting within the 
course and scope of employment and official 
duties; 

‘‘(B) a transfer that is a loan or bona fide 
gift between spouses, between domestic part-
ners, between parents and their children, in-
cluding step-parents and their step-children, 
between siblings, between aunts or uncles 
and their nieces or nephews, or between 
grandparents and their grandchildren; 

‘‘(C) a transfer to an executor, adminis-
trator, trustee, or personal representative of 
an estate or a trust that occurs by operation 
of law upon the death of another person; 

‘‘(D) a temporary transfer that is nec-
essary to prevent imminent death or great 
bodily harm, including harm to self, family, 
household members, or others, if the posses-
sion by the transferee lasts only as long as 
immediately necessary to prevent the immi-
nent death or great bodily harm, including 
the harm of domestic violence, dating part-
ner violence, sexual assault, stalking, and 
domestic abuse; 

‘‘(E) a transfer that is approved by the At-
torney General under section 5812 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986; or 

‘‘(F) a temporary transfer if the transferor 
has no reason to believe that the transferee 
will use or intends to use the firearm in a 
crime or is prohibited from possessing fire-
arms under State or Federal law, and the 
transfer takes place and the transferee’s pos-
session of the firearm is exclusively— 

‘‘(i) at a shooting range or in a shooting 
gallery or other area designated for the pur-
pose of target shooting; 

‘‘(ii) while reasonably necessary for the 
purposes of hunting, trapping, or fishing, if 
the transferor— 

‘‘(I) has no reason to believe that the 
transferee intends to use the firearm in a 
place where it is illegal; and 

‘‘(II) has reason to believe that the trans-
feree will comply with all licensing and per-
mit requirements for such hunting, trapping, 
or fishing; or 

‘‘(iii) while in the presence of the trans-
feror. 

‘‘(3) It shall be unlawful for a licensed im-
porter, licensed manufacturer, or licensed 
dealer to transfer possession of, or title to, a 
firearm to another person who is not so li-
censed unless the importer, manufacturer, or 
dealer has provided such other person with a 
notice of the prohibition under paragraph (1), 
and such other person has certified that such 
other person has been provided with this no-
tice on a form prescribed by the Attorney 
General.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO SECTION 924(a).—Section 
924(a)(5) of title 18, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘(s) or (t)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘(s), (t), or (aa)’’. 

(c) RULES OF INTERPRETATION.—Nothing in 
this section, or any amendment made by this 
section, shall be construed to— 

(1) authorize the establishment, directly or 
indirectly, of a national firearms registry; or 

(2) interfere with the authority of a State, 
under section 927 of title 18, United States 
Code, to enact a law on the same subject 
matter as this section. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

SA 4656. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to 
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. ELIGIBILITY OF DISABILITY RETIREES 

WITH COMBAT-RELATED DISABIL-
ITIES FOR CONCURRENT RECEIPT 
OF VETERANS’ DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND RETIRED PAY. 

(a) CONCURRENT RECEIPT IN CONNECTION 
WITH CRSC.—Section 1413a(b) of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
paragraph (3). 

(b) CONCURRENT RECEIPT GENERALLY.—Sec-
tion 1414(b) of title 10, United States Code, is 
amended by striking paragraph (2) and in-
serting the following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(2) COMBAT-RELATED RETIREES.—An eligi-
ble combat-related disabled uniformed serv-
ices retiree (as defined in section 1413a(c) of 
this title) who is retired under chapter 61 of 
this title, is entitled to retired pay under 
chapter 61 of this title for any month, and is 
also entitled for that month to veterans’ dis-
ability compensation under title 38, is enti-
tled to be paid both such retired pay and 
such veterans’ disability compensation for 
that month without regard to sections 5304 
and 5305 of title 38. 

‘‘(3) EXCLUSION OF OTHER RETIREES.—Sub-
section (a) does not apply to a member re-
tired under chapter 61 of this title if the 
member is not covered by paragraph (1) or 
(2).’’. 

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS REFLECTING END OF CON-
CURRENT RECEIPT PHASE-IN PERIOD.—Section 
1414 of title 10, United States Code, is further 
amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(i) by striking the second sentence; and 
(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B); 
(B) by striking subsection (c) and redesig-

nating subsections (d) and (e) as subsections 
(c) and (d), respectively; and 

(C) in subsection (d), as redesignated, by 
striking paragraphs (3) and (4). 

(2) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of such 
section 1414 is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘§ 1414. Members eligible for retired pay who 

are also eligible for veterans’ disability 
compensation: concurrent receipt’’. 
(3) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-

tions at the beginning of chapter 71 of such 
title is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 1414 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘1414. Members eligible for retired pay who 

are also eligible for veterans’ 
disability compensation: con-
current receipt.’’. 

(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
1413a(f) of such title is amended by striking 

‘‘Subsection (d)’’ and inserting ‘‘Subsection 
(c)’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
first day of the first month beginning after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
shall apply to payments for months begin-
ning on or after that date. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
have seven requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 18, 2026, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
briefing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 18, 
2026, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on a nomination. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 18, 2026, at 4 p.m., to conduct a 
business meeting. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 18, 2026, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct an open hearing, and at 12 p.m., to 
conduct a closed hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WATER, AND 
WILDLIFE 

The Subcommittee on Fisheries, 
Water, and Wildlife of the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 18, 
2026, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
19, 2026 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
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stand adjourned until 12 noon on 
Thursday, March 19; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, morning 
business be closed, and following leader 
remarks, the Senate resume the House 
Message with respect to S. 1383. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senators KLO-
BUCHAR and MURPHY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ROUNDS. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE). 

The Senator from Minnesota. 

f 

SAVE AMERICA ACT 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise today to join many of my col-
leagues in standing up to protect 
American citizens’ constitutional right 
to vote and fighting back against this 
administration’s most recent attack on 
access to the ballot box. 

What are Americans really talking 
about right now? What do they really 
wish we were focused on in this great 
Chamber? Not the SAVE America Act. 
They would like us to focus on the 
‘‘Save America Money Act,’’ because 
Americans see rising costs because of 
these across-the-board tariffs that I op-
pose, the gas prices that are surging, 
the healthcare costs doubling and tri-
pling, because the White House and 
congressional Republicans decided not 
to extend the tax credits for their 
health plans—doubling and tripling of 
people’s premiums, particularly in 
rural areas where they tend to rely on 
these plans more. 

So instead of simply making their 
case to the voters of this country, the 
American citizens, or maybe taking a 
look at their policies in case there is a 
way to work with us on the Affordable 
Care Act tax credits and compromise, 
or trying to add more energy to the 
grid instead of taking wind projects off 
the grid, they are trying to pass legis-
lation to pick the voters with this bill. 

And it is by President Trump’s own 
admission. This is not me saying it. He 
is the one—an exact quote that says of 
this bill: 

It will guarantee the midterms. 

As my friend and colleague Senator 
RAPHAEL WARNOCK has said: Some peo-
ple don’t want some people to vote. 

That is why so many of us have come 
to the floor this week. We don’t think 
eligible American citizens should be 
kicked off voter rolls or there should 
be burdensome hurdles for people to 
register to vote. 

Nothing is more fundamental to our 
democracy than our fair and free elec-
tions and rights of Americans to make 
their voices heard at the ballot box, 
whether they are Democrats, Repub-
licans, Independents, whatever polit-
ical beliefs they have. 

Throughout even the most difficult 
times, Americans have stood in ballot 
lines because a right to vote is what se-
cures our freedoms. But right now, we 
are seeing unprecedented attacks on 
the foundation of democracy from this 
administration, and we all know it is 
not for the first time. 

There was the insurrection on Janu-
ary 6, right here, right in this Cham-
ber. Someone came up, sat there on the 
Presiding Officer’s desk, a violent mob, 
for the purpose of trying to stop us 
from certifying the results of the 2020 
election. 

I know Senator Blunt and I were the 
only two Senators left at 4 in the 
morning with Vice President Pence, 
who made that walk with the last of 
those ballots, by officers whose faces 
were scratched, over broken glass, over 
to the House. That happened, but de-
mocracy in the end prevailed. 

And now, the President has threat-
ened to nationalize election adminis-
tration, replacing the judgment and ex-
perience of State and local officials, 
going so far as to say: 

Republicans should say, ‘We want to take 
over.’ We should take over the voting . . . 

Exact quote. 
He also issued an unlawful Executive 

order to overhaul our Nation’s elec-
tions and assert Federal control over 
State-run elections. 

Minnesota and 18 other States sued 
and have won a preliminary injunction 
because as the judge wrote: The Con-
stitution does not grant a President 
any specific powers over elections. 

Undeterred, the President continues 
to float illegally ending mail-in voting 
nationwide, which is incredibly popular 
in red States and blue, incredibly pop-
ular in Utah and Colorado, in Min-
nesota; and he continues to double 
down on his repeatedly disproven con-
spiracy theories about the 2020 elec-
tion. The FBI seized election ballots 
from 2020 in Georgia, as well as elec-
tion records in Arizona. 

There are also concerns that Federal 
agents could be deployed to polling lo-
cations. When asked at her oversight 
hearing about ICE being sent to polling 
locations, Secretary Noem did not rule 
out the Agency deploying officers in 
the future. 

And the Justice Department, under 
this administration, has turned away 
from its mission of enforcing the Vot-
ing Rights Act and has experienced a 
mass exodus of attorneys. 

It has also illegally pressured States 
to provide voters’ sensitive and person-
ally identifiable information to the ad-
ministration which, by the way, is 
highly relevant to the bill before us 
now. 

In fact, Attorney General Bondi on 
the same day that Alex Pretti was 

killed by Federal agents—shot in the 
back—that same day, that same few 
hours, she sent a letter to Minnesota 
saying the administration would re-
move ICE from our streets if Minnesota 
violated the privacy of its citizens by 
turning over their personal voter data. 

So she said: OK, we will get ICE out 
of there if you guys will give us your 
data on your voters. 

That happened. 
In a court hearing, a Federal judge in 

Minnesota asked the Justice Depart-
ment: 

Is the Executive trying to achieve through 
force what it cannot achieve through the 
courts? 

That is a pretty good question when 
you read that letter, but it is not just 
Minnesota that is standing up against 
the Justice Department’s pressure. 
State election officials in 24 States, in-
cluding Republican officials in Georgia, 
Republican secretary of state of New 
Hampshire, Republican officials in 
Kentucky, and Republican officials in 
West Virginia have refused to comply 
with the voter file demands. 

And four Federal judges, including 
judges appointed by President Trump, 
have ruled that the Justice Depart-
ment’s effort to obtain this data is ille-
gal. 

Now, President Trump and congres-
sional Republicans are trying to force 
through this bill. That would result 
mandatory in voters’ data being turned 
over to the Federal Government and 
would empower the Department of 
Homeland Security to kick American 
citizens off State voter rolls. 

Under this bill, the Department of 
Homeland Security would run voters’ 
personal data through a tool, a DOGE 
tool, and tell States who they have to 
purge from their voter rolls. 

So, remember, 24 States, including 
several Republican officials, including 
in conservative States like West Vir-
ginia, have said no to this. They don’t 
want to give over those data rolls, of 
the voter data rolls. 

But now, this would mandate it that 
it go to the Department of Homeland 
Security, the same Agency that gave 
us ICE in Minnesota. 

This will result in these American 
citizens—when you go back and you 
are supposed to run this through this 
tool, this system, these algorithms, 
and we are supposed to believe that 
that will all work great, given what we 
have seen from Homeland Security in 
the last few months. No way. 

At least 24 States, as I noted, already 
have agreements to share voter data 
with DHS, and already the Depart-
ment’s tool has misidentified hundreds 
of American citizens as ineligible to 
vote. So I already have a proof point. 
The SAVE America Act isn’t about 
what they are saying it is. In the 64 
election lawsuits brought by President 
Trump and his allies contesting the 
2020 election, no judge, including 
judges appointed by President Trump 
himself, found evidence of widespread 
fraud. 
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