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to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4634. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4635. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and
Mr. GALLEGO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
1383, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 4636. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4637. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4638. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4639. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4640. Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER (for her-
self and Mr. MURPHY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4641. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4642. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4643. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4644. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4645. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4646. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4647. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE
(for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4648. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4649. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4650. Ms. ALSOBROOKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4651. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4652. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr.
SCHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4653. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 4420 proposed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr.
SCcHMITT) to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4654. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
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bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4655. Mr. COONS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4656. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

—————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4460. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. LIMITATION ON USE OF UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES AGAINST
TRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Armed
Forces may not deploy personnel, engage in
hostilities, or conduct any operations (other
than intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance operations) within or against Iran
without explicit congressional authoriza-
tion.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to prevent the
United States from—

(1) defending against an armed attack on
the United States or its personnel or facili-
ties in other nations;

(2) collecting, analyzing, or sharing intel-
ligence, including with the State of Israel
and other nations and international organi-
zations, as appropriate, related to threats
from Iran or its proxies; or

(3) assisting the State of Israel and other
nations—

(A) in taking defensive measures to protect
their territory from retaliatory attacks by
Iran or its proxies; or

(B) by providing defensive materiel support
for such defensive measures.

(c) RELATION TO WAR POWERS RESOLU-
TION.—Nothing in this section supersedes
any requirement of the War Powers Resolu-
tion (50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.).

(d) SUNSET.—The limitation under sub-
section (a) shall terminate 5 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 4461. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. _ . PROHIBITION ON USE OF UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES WITH RE-
SPECT TO IRAN.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act for the Department of Defense or for any
other department or agency of the United
States Government may be used to deploy,
station, maintain, or support the United
States Armed Forces in the territory, air-
space, or territorial waters of Iran, except—

(1) pursuant to a specific statutory author-
ization enacted after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; or

(2) pursuant to a congressional authoriza-
tion consistent with section 2(c) of the War
Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541(c)).

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to prevent the
United States from—
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(1) defending against an armed attack on
the United States or its personnel or facili-
ties in other nations;

(2) collecting, analyzing, or sharing intel-
ligence, including with the State of Israel
and other nations and international organi-
zations, as appropriate, related to threats
from Iran or its proxies; or

(3) assisting the State of Israel and other
nations—

(A) in taking defensive measures to protect
their territory from retaliatory attacks by
Iran or its proxies; or

(B) by providing defensive materiel support
for such defensive measures.

(¢) RELATION TO WAR POWERS RESOLU-
TION.—Nothing in this section supersedes
any requirement of the War Powers Resolu-
tion (60 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.).

(d) SUNSET.—The prohibition under sub-
section (a) shall terminate 5 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 4462. Ms. ROSEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS FOR
TRANSPORTATION SECURITY AD-
MINISTRATION PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are hereby appro-
priated for fiscal year 2026, out of any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,
for the period beginning on February 14, 2026,
during which interim or full-year appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 are not in effect,
such sums as are necessary to provide stand-
ard rates of pay, allowances, pay differen-
tials, benefits, and other payments otherwise
payable on a regular basis to employees of
the Transportation Security Administration.

(b) LIMITATION TO INDIVIDUALS AFFECTED
BY LAPSE IN APPROPRIATIONS.—Amounts pro-
vided under subsection (a) may not be used
to provide pay, allowances, pay differentials,
benefits, or other payments to an employee
of the Transportation Security Administra-
tion for any portion of the period described
in subsection (a) for which the employee is
provided with such pay, allowances, pay dif-
ferentials, benefits, or other payments using
amounts other than amounts provided under
subsection (a).

(c) CHARGE TO FUTURE APPROPRIATIONS.—
Expenditures made pursuant to subsection
(a) shall be charged to the applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization whenever an
Act in which such applicable appropriation,
fund, or authorization is included is enacted
into law.

(d) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Pay, allow-
ances, pay differentials, benefits, and other
payments provided by the Transportation
Security Administration using amounts pro-
vided under subsection (a) shall be subject to
the requirements, authorities, conditions,
and limitations applicable with respect to
the provision of pay, allowances, pay dif-
ferentials, benefits, and other payments by
the Transportation Security Administration
under the Full-Year Continuing Appropria-
tions and Extensions Act, 2025 (Public Law
119-4; 139 Stat. 9).

SA 4463. Ms. ROSEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:
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At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . EXEMPTION OF ARTICLES OF FOOD

FROM CERTAIN COUNTRIES FROM

CERTAIN DUTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A duty imposed pursuant
to section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2132) shall not apply with respect to
an article of food imported into the United
States from a country to which the United
States has extended normal trade relations.

(b) RETROACTIVE APPLICATION FOR CERTAIN
LIQUIDATIONS AND RELIQUIDATIONS.—Notwith-
standing section 514 of the Tariff Act of 1930
(19 U.S.C. 15614) or any other provision of law,
in the case of an entry of an article of food
exempt under subsection (a) that was made
before the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection shall liquidate or reliquidate
the entry at the rate of duty applicable to
the article in the absence of any duty im-
posed pursuant to section 122 of the Trade
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2132).

(¢) PROHIBITION ON IMPOSITION OF CERTAIN
DUTIES.—On or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the President may not im-
pose any duty on an article of food imported
into the United States from a country to
which the United States has extended nor-
mal trade relations, unless such duty was en-
acted pursuant to—

(1) a joint resolution or an Act of Congress
approving such duty;

(2) section 201 or 301 of the Trade Act of
1974 (19 U.S.C. 2251 and 2411);

(3) section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act
of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1862); or

(4) title VII of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19
U.S.C. 1671 et seq.).

(d) ARTICLE OF FOOD DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘article of food” means—

(1) food for use;

(2) products chiefly used as food for ani-
mals or as ingredients in such food;

(3) agricultural commodities (as defined in
section 102 of the Agricultural Trade Act of
1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602));

(4) articles used for packaging and con-
taining articles described in paragraph (1),
(2), or (3); and

(5) seeds, fertilizers, manures, and agro-
chemicals.

SA 4464. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . NULLIFICATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE REORGANIZATION
PLAN.

Effective beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Memorandum of the
Secretary of Agriculture numbered 1078-015
and entitled ‘‘Department of Agriculture Re-
organization Plan’ shall have no force or ef-
fect and no Federal funds may be used to im-
plement, administer, enforce, or carry out
such Memorandum.

SA 4465. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

PRODUCE EPSTEIN TREASURY
RECORDS.

(a) PRODUCTION OF CERTAIN RECORDS.—Not
later than 30 days after the date of enact-
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ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall submit to the Chairman and Rank-
ing Member of the Committee on Finance of
the Senate, the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate,
the Committee on Ways and Means of the
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of
Representatives physical copies of all
records described in subsection (b).

(b) RECORDS DESCRIBED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The records described in
this subsection are all suspicious activity re-
ports relating to Jeffrey Epstein and his co-
conspirators (whether indicted or
unindicted) and any third-party individual or
entity that transacted with Jeffrey Epstein
or any entity he owned or controlled, wheth-
er directly or through any representative of
Jeffrey Epstein.

(2) INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES.—The individ-
uals and entities described in paragraph (1)
include the following:

(A) Jeffrey Epstein.

(B) Ghislaine Maxwell.

(C) Darren K. Indyke.

(D) Richard D. Kahn.

(E) Harry Beller.

(F) Erika Kellerhals.

(G) Southern Trust Company, Inc.

(H) Southern Financial LLC.

(I) Haze Trust.

(J) Environmental Solutions Worldwide,
Inc.

(K) The 1953 Trust.

(L) Plan D, LLC.

(M) Great St. Jim, LLC.

(N) Nautilus, Inc.

(O) Hyperion Air, LLC.

(P) Poplar, Inc.

(Q) J. Epstein Virgin Islands Foundation
Inc.

(R) Gratitude America Ltd.

(S) Butterfly Trust.

(T) La Hougue.

(U) Scott Borgerson.

(V) Malcolm Grumbridge.

(W) J.P. Morgan Chase Bank, N.A. (and any
subsidiary thereof).

(X) Deutsche Bank (and any subsidiary
thereof).

(Y) Bank of America (and any subsidiary
thereof).

(Z) Bank of New York Mellon Corporation
(and any subsidiary thereof).

(AA) UBS Financial Services.

(BB) Wells Fargo.

(CC) Alfa Bank.

(DD) Sberbank.

(EE) Jes Staley.

(FF) Leon D. Black.

(GG) Debra R. Black.

(HH) Black Family Partners, LP.

(IT) Elysium Trust.

(JJ) Elysium Management, LLC.

(KK) J Black Trust.

(LL) Melanie Spinella.

(MM) BV70, LLC.

(NN) Les Wexner.

(0O0) Bella Wexner.

(PP) Abigail Wexner.

(QQ) The Wexner Foundation.

(RR) Arts Interests.

(SS) Health and Science Interests.

(TT) The Wexner Children’s Trust II.

(UU) International Charitable Interests.

(VV) L Brands (formerly Limited Brands).

(WW) Alan Dershowitz.

(XX) Glenn Dubin.

(YY) Christie’s.

(ZZ) Sotheby’s.

(AAA) HB Multi-Strategy Holdings, Ltd.

(BBB) Highbridge Capital Corporation.

(CCC) AP Narrows Holding AP.

(DDD) LLDB 2011 LLC.

(EEE) Elizabeth Johnson.

(FFF) Johnson & Johnson.

(GGG) Barclays.
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(HHH) Peter Thiel.

(IIT) Valar Ventures.

(JJJ) Karyna Shuliak.

(KKK) Appleby law firm.

(LLL) Standard Chartered.

(MMM) HSBC.

(NNN) Julius Baer.

(000) BNP Paribas.

(PPP) Citibank.

(QQQ) Sarah Kellen.

(RRR) Nadia Marcinko (also known as
Nada Marcinkova).

(SSS) MC2, modeling agency.

(TTT) Jean-Luc Brunel.

(UUU) Any other individual or entity iden-
tified by the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Attorney General, the Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, or the head of
any other Federal agency to have transacted
with Jeffrey Epstein or Ghislaine Maxwell.

(¢) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(1) FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.—Not later
than 30 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Treasury shall
submit to the Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber of the Committee on Finance of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives a report containing—

(A) a list of all financial institutions that
filed the records described in subsection (b);

(B) a list of all individuals and entities
flagged in the records described in sub-
section (b); and

(C) the total dollar value of the trans-
actions in the records described in sub-
section (b), organized by financial institu-
tion.

(2) INVESTIGATIONS.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall submit to
the Chairman and Ranking Member of the
Committee on Finance of the Senate, the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate, the Committee on
Ways and Means of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives a report
detailing all investigations conducted by any
component of the Department of the Treas-
ury, including the Financial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network, into any violation of sub-
chapter II of chapter 53 of title 31, United
States Code, or any other Federal law, by a
financial institution relating to the handling
of any account identified in the records de-
scribed in subsection (b).

SA 4466. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE.

It is the sense of the Senate that Congress
should adopt a constitutional amendment
outlawing Citizens United that would—

(1) affirm that the right to vote in public
elections belongs only to natural persons as
citizens of the United States, and so shall
the ability to make contributions and ex-
penditures to influence the outcome of pub-
lic elections belong only to natural persons;

(2) clarify that nothing in the Constitution
shall be construed to restrict the power of
Congress and the States to protect the integ-
rity and fairness of the electoral process,
limit the corrupting influence of private
wealth in public elections, and guarantee the
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dependence of elected officials on the people
alone by taking actions which may include
the establishment of systems of public fi-
nancing for elections, the imposition of re-
quirements to ensure the disclosure of con-
tributions and expenditures made to influ-
ence the outcome of a public election by can-
didates, individuals, and associations of indi-
viduals, and the imposition of content neu-
tral limitations on all such contributions
and expenditures; and

(3) clarify that nothing in the amendment
shall be construed to alter the freedom of the
press.

SA 4467. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . LIMITATION ON CONTRIBUTIONS TO
INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE COM-
MITTEES.

(a) Limitations.—Section 315(a)(1)(C) of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (52
U.S.C. 30116(a)(1)(C)) is amended by striking
‘““to any other political committee’” and in-
serting ‘‘to an independent expenditure com-
mittee or any other political committee’.

(b) Definition.—Section 301 of such Act (52
U.S.C. 30101) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(27) INDEPENDENT
MITTEE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘independent
expenditure committee’ means a political
committee which—

‘(i) makes independent expenditures ag-
gregating $5,000 or more during a calendar
year; or

¢“(ii) makes contributions to other inde-
pendent expenditure committees aggregating
$5,000 or more during a calendar year.

‘(B) TREATMENT OF SEPARATE ACCOUNTS.—
The term ‘independent expenditure com-
mittee’ includes an account of a political
committee which is established for the pur-
pose of making independent expenditures or
contributions to other committees making
independent expenditures.”’.

(c) Effective Date.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to
contributions and independent expenditures
made during the first calendar year which
begins after the date of the enactment of
this Act and each succeeding calendar year.

EXPENDITURE COM-

SA 4468. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:
SEC. . PROHIBITION ON NAMING FEDERAL
PROPERTY AFTER SITTING PRESI-
DENT.
(a) In General.—Notwithstanding any

other provision of law—

(1) no Federal building, land, or other asset
may be named, renamed, designated, or re-
designated in the name of a sitting Presi-
dent; and

(2) no Federal funds may be used to name,
rename, designate, or redesignate any Fed-
eral building, land, or other asset in the
name of a sitting President.

(b) Applicability.—Any Federal building,
land, or other asset named after the sitting
President as of the date of enactment of this
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Act shall be returned to the name given to
that Federal building, land, or other asset by
Federal law.

SA 4469. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE.

(a) Findings.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Donald J. Trump won the 2024 presi-
dential election with 312 electoral votes and
77,302,580 of 155,238,302 total votes cast.

(2) The Heritage Foundation documents
confirmed instances of individuals commit-
ting election crimes, which documented a
total of 77 confirmed instances of non-citi-
zens voting in United States elections be-
tween 1999 and 2023—across all 50 states over
that 24-year period.

(3) Utah conducted a review in 2025 and 2026
of the State’s 2,100,000 million registered vot-
ers. That review found one ‘‘confirmed non-
citizen” registered to vote in the State. That
individual had never cast a ballot.

(4) Whereas Idaho conducted a review of
the approximately 1,000,000 registered voters
in 2024 and found 36 possible registered non-
citizen voters.

(5) Whereas Georgia conducted an audit in
2024 and found 20 registered noncitizen voters
out of 8,200,000 million registered voters.

(b) Sense of the Senate.—It is the sense of
the Senate that non-citizen voting is vir-
tually nonexistent.

SA 4470. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike title IT and insert the following:
TITLE II—GENDER EQUITY IN EDUCATION
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Patsy T.
Mink and Louise M. Slaughter Gender Eq-
uity in Education Act of 2026’.

SEC. 202. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.) and the imple-
menting regulations of title IX prohibit sex
discrimination in federally funded education
programs and activities.

(2) Although title IX requires that schools
treat students equally with regard to ath-
letic participation opportunities, athletic
scholarships, and the benefits and services
provided to athletic teams, female participa-
tion rates, especially for girls of color, lag
far behind male participation rates. Nation-
ally, for example, boys receive more than
1,000,000 more opportunities to play high
school sports than girls. Furthermore, al-
though girls comprise nearly 50 percent of
high school students, schools provide them
with only 43 percent of athletic opportuni-
ties, even though girls want to play in great-
er numbers.

(3) A recent report from the Women’s
Sports Foundation found that Black, Indige-
nous, and People of Color (BIPOC) women
still lag behind White women in collegiate
sports—14 percent compared to 30 percent,
respectively. These disparities are also prev-
alent at the high school level, with fewer
athletic opportunities available to students
in heavily minority schools compared to
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heavily White schools. In a typical heavily
minority school, there are only 25 athletic
spots available for every 100 students, com-
pared to 58 athletic spots for every 100 stu-
dents in a typical heavily White school. Fur-
ther broken down by gender, girls have 82
percent of the athletic opportunities that
boys do in a heavily White school, compared
to 67 percent for girls in a heavily minority
school.

(4) Girl athletes have been found to have
higher levels of self-esteem, as well as re-
duced risk for cardiovascular disease, diabe-
tes, osteoporosis, and breast cancer, com-
pared to girls who do not play sports. In ad-
dition, girl athletes are more likely to grad-
uate from high school, score higher on stand-
ardized tests, and have higher grades than
girls who do not play sports. Girls who play
sports in high school go on to earn 7 percent
higher annual wages than those who do not
play sports, and are more likely to enter the
labor force and pursue higher-skill, pre-
viously male-dominated positions. Gen-
erally, sports participation for women is as-
sociated with a lower prevalence of experi-
encing intimate partner violence, reinforcing
that athletic access not only strengthens
health, educational, and workplace out-
comes, but also personal safety. According to
a 2023 report from the Women’s Sports Foun-
dation, girls who played sports during the
first year of the COVID-19 pandemic fared
significantly better than girls who did not,
reporting higher levels of self-esteem, self-ef-
ficacy, and social support, and lower levels of
loneliness and depression.

(5) Although the availability of athletic
scholarships facilitates access to higher edu-
cation, many institutions of higher edu-
cation fail to award proportional athletic fi-
nancial aid to women, which can affect their
long-term employment outcomes and eco-
nomic security. According to the Depart-
ment of Education’s Equity in Athletics Dis-
closure Act data from 2019 through 2020, men
received $252,000,000 more in athletic scholar-
ships than women.

(6) Although title IX ensures gender equity
in career and technical education, women
are severely underrepresented in fields non-
traditional to their gender. According to the
National Coalition for Women and Girls in
Education, women make up more than 80
percent of workers with training or certifi-
cation in historically women-dominated oc-
cupations that pay less than $30,000 per year,
including child care, early childhood edu-
cation, home care, and cosmetology. Women
represent less than 40 percent of workers
trained or certified in high-paying and his-
torically male-dominated fields, including
transportation, advanced manufacturing,
and construction.

(7) Although title IX promotes gender eq-
uity in the fields of science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics (in this section
referred to as ‘“‘STEM”) education, women
are disproportionately lost at nearly every
stage of the STEM pipeline. A recent report
by the National Center for Education Statis-
tics showed that women earned only 32 per-
cent of all STEM degrees in 2017, and nearly
1% of these women were White. Women of
color earned about 12 percent of STEM de-
grees in that same year. Furthermore, in
STEM fields where women are particularly
underrepresented, such as computing and en-
gineering, women earned an even smaller
percentage of degrees, including only 19 per-
cent of computing bachelor’s degrees, and 21
percent of engineering bachelor’s degrees.

(8) Although title IX prohibits sex dis-
crimination in employment in federally
funded education programs, according to the
National Science Foundation, women only
hold 34 percent of all tenured and tenure-
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track positions and 27 percent of full pro-
fessor positions in STEM fields. Further-
more, Black and Latina women, together,
hold only 4 percent of all tenured and tenure-
track positions and barely over 2 percent of
full professor positions in STEM fields.
Asian-American women hold around 5 per-
cent of all tenured and tenure-track posi-
tions, and less than 3 percent of full pro-
fessor positions in STEM fields.

(9) Although title IX protects against sex-
based harassment and violence, 56 percent of
girls and 40 percent of boys in grades 7
through 12 experience sexual harassment
each year, and 9 percent of girls and 7 per-
cent of boys in high school experience phys-
ical dating violence each year. In addition,
more than 60 percent of women and men in
college experience sexual harassment each
year, and 14 percent of women and 10 percent
of men in college experience dating violence.
Moreover, these statistics are often higher
for marginalized students, including Black
and Brown girls and women, lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender, queer, and questioning
(referred to in this section as “LGBTQI+”)
students, pregnant and parenting students,
and disabled students.

(10) According to GLSEN, 87 percent of
LGBTQI+ students have experienced harass-
ment or assault based on a personal char-
acteristic, and nearly 66 percent have experi-
enced LGBTQI+-related verbal harassment
at school based on sexual orientation. Re-
search has shown that LGBTQI+ students
who experience harassment at school are
more likely to experience depression and
anxiety, to engage in unhealthy and anti-
social behaviors, and to have more unex-
cused absences from school.

(11) Although title IX prohibits discrimina-
tion on the basis of pregnancy or parenting
status, the limited availability of accom-
modations, including lactation accommoda-
tions, excused absences for pregnancy-re-
lated medical conditions, and child care
needs (including caring for a sick child), is a
leading reason that parenting mothers drop
out of high school. According to the National
Women’s Law Center, only half of teenage
mothers earn a high school diploma by the
age of 22, compared to 89 percent of women
who do not have a child during their teenage
years, and one-third of young mothers will
never get a diploma or a GED, further lim-
iting continuing opportunities for education
and employment.

(12) Although title IX protects against dis-
crimination based on stereotypes of actual
or perceived sex, many people carry implicit
or unconscious biases that can unintention-
ally influence attitudes, beliefs, behaviors,
and decision-making processes. Research has
shown that unconscious biases can impact
classroom environments, teaching methods,
student evaluations, disciplinary practices,
and career and counseling guidance, which
can lead to discrimination against students
based on race, color, national origin, and dis-
ability, particularly for students who are
pursuing nontraditional fields.

(13) Nationally, the Feminist Majority
Foundation estimates 100,000 title IX coordi-
nators are needed to meet the needs of
schools serving children in prekindergarten
through grade 12, local educational agencies,
and postsecondary institutions. However, in
2016, the Department of Education only iden-
tified 23,000 title IX coordinators nationwide.
The Feminist Majority Foundation has
found that schools serving children in pre-
kindergarten through grade 12 rarely have
their own title IX coordinators.

SEC. 203. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) ESEA DEFINITIONS.—The terms ‘‘ele-
mentary school”’, ‘“‘institution of higher edu-
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cation”, ‘‘local educational agency’’, ‘‘school
leader”’, ‘‘secondary school’, and ‘‘State edu-
cational agency’” have the meanings given
those terms in section 8101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).

(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Education.

(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the Office for Gender Equity
established under section 205(a).

(4) EDUCATIONAL ENTITY.—The term ‘‘edu-
cational entity’” means any of the following
entities that receive Federal funds:

(A) A State educational agency.

(B) A local educational agency.

(C) An institution of higher education.

(D) An elementary school or secondary
school.

(E) Another entity covered by title IX,
such as a laboratory, library, or museum
that provides education programs and activi-
ties.

(5) EVIDENCE-BASED.—The term ‘‘evidence-
based” has the meaning given the term in
clause (i) or (ii) of section 8101(21)(A) of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801(21)(A)).

(6) GENDER IDENTITY.—The term ‘‘gender
identity’”’ means the gender-related identity,
appearance, mannerisms, or other gender-re-
lated characteristics of an individual, re-
gardless of the individual’s designated sex at
birth.

(7) NATIONAL GENDER EQUITY INFRASTRUC-
TURE.—The term ‘‘national gender equity in-
frastructure’”” means the horizontal and
vertical network of title IX coordinators and
title IX allies who work to advance gender
equity and eliminate discrimination in the
United States.

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Education.

(9) SEX.—The term ‘‘sex’ includes—

(A) a sex stereotype;

(B) pregnancy, childbirth,
medical condition;

(C) sexual orientation or gender identity;
and

(D) sex characteristics, including intersex
traits.

(10) SEXUAL ORIENTATION.—The term ‘‘sex-
ual orientation’” means homosexuality, het-
erosexuality, or bisexuality.

(11) TITLE IX.—The term ‘‘title IX’’ means
title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.).

(12) TITLE IX ALLY.—The term
ally” means an individual who—

(A) is an employee at an educational entity
(other than a title IX coordinator), a com-
munity stakeholder, or an equity expert; and

(B) helps to fully implement title IX.

(13) TITLE IX COORDINATOR.—The term
“‘title IX coordinator’” means a responsible
employee, as described in section 106.8(a) of
title 34, Code of Federal Regulations, or suc-
cessor regulations, designated to coordinate
efforts under title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.).
SEC. 204. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title are to—

(1) advance gender equity in education in
the United States;

(2) support educational entities so that
such entities have the support to fully imple-
ment title IX;

(3) provide title IX coordinators and title
IX allies with training, technical assistance,
and support to fully carry out their roles and
responsibilities;

(4) increase general awareness about the
rights and obligations of individuals and en-
tities under title IX;

(5) identify, implement, and disseminate
best practices for reducing and preventing
sex discrimination in all areas of education;

or a related
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(6) promote educational environments that
are safe and free of sexual and sex-based bul-
lying, harassment, and violence;

(7) promote equity in education for stu-
dents and staff who face discrimination
based on multiple and intersectional actual
or perceived characteristics, including—

(A) race;

(B) color;

(C) ethnicity;

(D) national origin;

(E) disability;

(F) religion;

(G) age; or

(H) sex; and

(8) promote activities that strengthen the
national gender equity infrastructure.

SEC. 205. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE FOR
GENDER EQUITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish an Office for Gender Equity. The Di-
rector of the Office for Gender Equity shall
be the Special Assistant for Gender Equity,
as authorized under section 202(b)(3) of the
Department of Education Organization Act
(20 U.S.C. 3412(b)(3)). The Director of the Of-
fice for Gender Equity shall report directly
to the Secretary.

(b) DUTIES.—The Office for Gender Equity
shall be responsible for the following:

(1) Supporting educational entities in the
full implementation of title IX.

(2) Providing title IX coordinators and
title IX allies with training, technical assist-
ance, and support to fully carry out their
roles and responsibilities.

(3) Providing grants to implement pro-
grams and activities that are focused on re-
ducing and preventing sex discrimination in
all areas of education.

(4) Identifying and disseminating informa-
tion and evidence-based best practices for re-
ducing and preventing sex discrimination in
all areas of education.

(5) Maintaining an Office for Gender Eq-
uity resource center website to disseminate
information and evidence-based best prac-
tices for achieving gender equity.

(6) Performing any other activity con-
sistent with achieving the purposes of this
title.

(c) COORDINATION.—To carry out the pur-
poses of this title, the Secretary shall co-
ordinate with other relevant Federal offices
and agencies, including—

(1) the White House Gender Policy Council;

(2) the White House Domestic Policy Coun-
cil;

(3) the Office for Civil Rights of the De-
partment of Education;

(4) the Institute of Education Sciences;

(5) the Women'’s Bureau of the Department
of Labor;

(6) the Office on Women’s Health of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services;

(7) the Civil Rights Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice;

(8) the Office on Violence Against Women
of the Department of Justice;

(9) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention;

(10) the Office of Safe and Healthy Stu-
dents of the Department of Education; and

(11) other entities determined relevant for
carrying out the purposes of this title.

SEC. 206. SUPPORT FOR TITLE IX COORDINATORS
AND TITLE IX ALLIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall pro-
vide coordination, training, technical assist-
ance, and support for title IX coordinators
and title IX allies to ensure that educational
entities are able to fully implement title IX
and reduce and prevent sex discrimination in
all areas of education.

(b) TITLE IX COORDINATOR TRAINING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—
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(A) TITLE IX COORDINATOR TRAINING.—Not
less than once a year, the Director shall con-
duct a training for all title IX coordinators,
which shall address the different needs of el-
ementary schools, secondary schools, local
educational agencies, and institutions of
higher education. The training may be con-
ducted in partnership with a national organi-
zation with relevant expertise, and may be
completed online or in person.

(B) AVAILABILITY TO TITLE IX ALLIES.—Each
training conducted under subparagraph (A)
shall be made available to title IX allies to
the maximum extent practicable.

(2) CONTENTS OF TRAINING.—The training
described in paragraph (1) shall include the
following information:

(A) The role and responsibility of title IX
coordinators.

(B) Information and evidence-based best
practices for increasing awareness about
rights and obligations under title IX.

(C) Information and evidence-based best
practices for investigating and responding to
claims of violations of title IX.

(D) Information and evidence-based best
practices for identifying and preventing im-
plicit and explicit sex discrimination in all
areas of education, including—

(i) recruitment and admissions;

(ii) teaching practices, textbooks, and cur-
ricula;

(iii) campus safety and security;

(iv) financial assistance;

(v) access to facilities, resources, and hous-
ing;

(vi) access to course offerings;

(vii) student health services and insurance
benefits;

(viii) counseling and career guidance;

(ix) athletics;

(x) discipline policies;

(xi) employment; and

(xii) other areas that the Director deter-
mines are relevant for such purposes.

(3) APPLICATION OF TRAINING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall take
steps to ensure that the trainings described
in paragraph (1)—

(i) are adapted, as necessary, to address
issues of sex discrimination at all levels of
education;

(ii) are updated with the latest information
and evidence-based best practices; and

(iii) address recent trends in sex discrimi-
nation.

(B) ATTENTION TO DISCRIMINATION BASED ON
MULTIPLE CHARACTERISTICS.—The Director
shall take steps to ensure that such
trainings include attention to students who
face discrimination based on multiple actual
or perceived characteristics, including—

(i) race;

(ii) color;

(iii) ethnicity;

(iv) national origin;

(v) disability;

(vi) religion;

(vii) age; or

(viii) sex.

(C) EVALUATION.—The Director shall—

(i) develop and conduct pre- and post-train-
ing evaluations to assess the effectiveness of
such trainings in improving the knowledge
of the roles and responsibilities of title IX
coordinators; and

(ii) use such evaluations to update the title
IX coordinator trainings annually and rep-
licate effective models and practices for use
by title IX coordinators and title IX allies.

(c) HANDBOOK FOR CONDUCTING TITLE IX
COMPLIANCE SELF-EVALUATIONS.—The Direc-
tor shall develop a handbook for conducting
self-evaluations of compliance with title IX
in all areas of education, as described in sub-
section (b)(2)(D).

(d) ASSESSMENT OF SUPPORT FOR TITLE IX
COORDINATORS AND TITLE IX ALLIES.—The
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Director shall collect relevant data and sta-
tistics on all title IX coordinators, including
demographic information for gender, race,
and ethnicity, salary information, budgets,
and primary roles, in order to make rec-
ommendations for improving title IX coordi-
nator support. The assessment shall also de-
scribe how title IX coordinators work with
title IX allies and others within the national
gender equity infrastructure.

(e) DISSEMINATION.—The Director shall en-
sure that the workplace contact information
of all title IX coordinators and any training
materials or information developed under
this section are made available on the Office
for Gender Equity resource center website
described in section 205(b)(5).

SEC. 207. SUPPORT FOR LOCAL IMPLEMENTA-
TION.

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director, is authorized to award
grants to eligible entities to support such el-
igible entities in fully implementing title IX
and reducing and preventing sex discrimina-
tion in all areas of education.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this section, the
term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means—

(A) a State educational agency;

(B) a local educational agency;

(C) an institution of higher education; or

(D) a partnership consisting of—

(i) an entity described in subparagraphs (A)
through (C); and

(ii) a national organization with relevant
expertise, or another entity that the Sec-
retary determines has relevant expertise.

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity re-
ceiving a grant under this section shall use
such funds to carry out programs and activi-
ties designed to fully implement title IX and
prevent and reduce sex discrimination, in-
cluding programs and activities that—

(1) increase awareness of and counteract
sex stereotypes, biases, and discrimination;

(2) include trainings for students, teachers,
principals, other school leaders, faculty,
other personnel, and community stake-
holders, including title IX allies, to learn
about and use best practices for reducing and
preventing sex discrimination in all areas of
education;

(3) increase access to school, campus, and
community resources, facilities, and course
offerings;

(4) support title IX coordinators and title
IX allies in performing outreach, advocacy,
and education about title IX and reducing
and preventing sex discrimination;

(b) are aimed at identifying patterns or
systemic problems in compliance with title
IX;

(6) strengthen prevention education and
awareness programs regarding sexual and
sex-based harassment and violence;

(7) develop, conduct and analyze evidence-
based campus climate and victimization sur-
veys;

(8) include institutional assessment activi-
ties to identify areas and causes of gender in-
equities;

(9) make efforts to improve progress on
gender equity indicators as described in sub-
section (c)(2)(A);

(10) make efforts to improve accuracy in
measurement, data collection, and reporting
of gender equity indicators as described in
subsection (¢)(2)(A); and

(11) make efforts to strengthen the na-
tional gender equity infrastructure (which
may include institutions of higher edu-
cation, State educational agencies, local
educational agencies, and individual
schools), such as by hiring one or more dedi-
cated employees to serve as title IX coordi-
nators.

(c) APPLICATIONS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity desiring
a grant under this section shall submit an
application to the Secretary at such time, in
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire.

(2) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.—Each appli-
cation submitted by an eligible entity under
this section shall include the following:

(A) A description of locally defined and
documented gender equity needs and prior-
ities, which may include any of the following
indicators:

(i) Academic indicators, including perform-
ance on State assessments, and enrollment,
admission, attrition, time to completion,
and graduation rates.

(ii) Civil rights data, including statistics
on bullying, harassment, violence, discipline,
and expulsion.

(iii) Campus climate and victimization
data.

(iv) Employment data.

(v) Athletics equity data.

(vi) Attendance and absenteeism data.

(vii) Evidence of burden on title IX coordi-
nators, including coordinator to student
ratio and competing responsibilities.

(viii) Other documentation of need that the
Secretary determines is relevant.

(B) A description of the evidence that will
serve as the basis for the activities that the
eligible entity proposes to carry out using
grant funds under this section.

(C) A description of the activities that the
eligible entity proposes to carry out using
grant funds under this section.

(D) A description of how the proposed ac-
tivities will be adapted, as necessary, to
meet the needs of students who face dis-
crimination based on actual or perceived
multiple characteristics, including—

(i) race;

(ii) color;

(iii) ethnicity;

(iv) national origin;

(v) disability;

(vi) religion;

(vii) age; or

(viii) sex.

(E) A description of how the proposed ac-
tivities will help the eligible entity fully im-
plement title IX.

(F') A description of a plan for how the pro-
posed activities under this section will con-
tinue with local support following comple-
tion of the grant period and termination of
Federal funding.

(G) A description of how the proposed ac-
tivities are a significant component of a
comprehensive plan for gender equity in edu-
cation and full implementation of title IX.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed as prohibiting
persons of any sex from participating in any
of the programs or activities funded under
this section.

(e) AWARD BASIS.—

(1) MERIT REVIEW.—Grants shall be award-
ed under this section on a competitive basis.

(2) PRIORITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish criteria for determining which eligi-
ble entities shall have priority in receiving a
grant under this section.

(B) LEVEL OF PRIORITY.—The criteria de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) may include a
consideration of the extent to which the ap-
plication demonstrates that the eligible en-
tity—

(i) has demonstrated a high need for gender
equity assistance based on indicators de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(2)(A) and a high
commitment to addressing these issues;

(ii) will address the needs of students who
face discrimination based on multiple actual
or perceived characteristics, including—

(D) race;
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(IT) color;

(ITI) ethnicity;

(IV) national origin;

(V) disability;

(VI) religion;

(VII) age; or

(VIII) sex;

(iii) will address relevant issues of national
significance through solutions that can be
replicated;

(iv) will implement an institutional change
strategy with a long-term impact that will
continue to be a central activity of the eligi-
ble entity upon termination of the grant;

(v) will serve a high percentage of low-in-
come students;

(vi) will serve a high percentage of racially
diverse students;

(vii) will promote outreach to include oth-
ers in their gender equity training and re-
lated activities during the grant period and
after the grant ends; and

(viii) will impact as many educational en-
tities as possible to advance title IX imple-
mentation during and after the grant period.

(C) SPECIAL RULE.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary shall ensure that
grants awarded under this section, for each
fiscal year, address—

(i) all levels of education, including—

(I) elementary and secondary education;

(IT) undergraduate and graduate education;

(IIT) postdoctoral education and research;

(IV) career and technical education; and

(V) adult education;

(ii) all regions of the United States; and

(iii) urban, rural, and suburban educational
entities.

(f) EVALUATION AND DISSEMINATION.—

(1) EVALUATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible entity that
receives a grant under this section shall con-
duct an evaluation regarding the extent to
which the eligible entity made progress on
the indicators under subsection (c)(2)(A).

(B) EVALUATION.—An eligible entity may
work in partnership with the Institute of
Education Sciences to conduct such evalua-
tion.

(C) USE BY SECRETARY.—Not later than 1
year after receiving a grant award under this
section, an eligible entity shall submit a re-
port to the Secretary summarizing the re-
sults of such evaluation. The Secretary shall
use those reports to build the research base
on promising models for preventing and re-
ducing sex discrimination across all areas
and levels of education.

(2) DISSEMINATION.—The Secretary shall
coordinate with the Director of the Institute
of Education Sciences and other relevant
Federal offices and agencies to—

(A) ensure that the results of the activities
carried out under this section are made read-
ily available on the Office for Gender Equity
resource center website; and

(B) widely disseminate the results de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) to relevant Fed-
eral offices and agencies, educational enti-
ties, and the general public.

SEC. 208. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall co-
ordinate with the Special Assistant for Gen-
der Equity, the Assistant Secretary of the
Office for Civil Rights of the Department,
the Director of the Institute of Education
Sciences, other relevant Federal offices and
agencies, and relevant non-Federal entities
to investigate, identify, and disseminate best
practices to fully implement title IX and re-
duce and prevent sex discrimination in all
areas of education, including—

(1) the reduction and prevention of sex
stereotyping, bias, and discrimination in
curricula, textbooks, software, and other
educational materials;

(2) the development of policies and pro-
grams to—
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(A) address and prevent sexual and sex-
based harassment and violence;

(B) ensure that schools and campuses are
free from threats to the safety of students,
teachers, faculty, and personnel; and

(C) ensure athletic programs are equitable;

(3) the development and evaluation of—

(A) counseling and career guidance train-
ing; and

(B) programs to reduce and prevent sex
stereotyping, bias, and discrimination;

(4) best practices for mitigating implicit
bias in teaching, discipline, and all areas of
education;

(5) best practices for addressing the needs
of students who face discrimination based on
multiple actual or perceived characteristics,
including—

(A) race;

(B) color;

(C) ethnicity;

(D) national origin;

(BE) disability;

(F) religion;

(G) age; or

(H) sex; and

(6) other activities that the Secretary de-
termines are consistent with the purposes of
this title.

(b) DISSEMINATION.—The best practices de-
scribed under subsection (a) shall be pub-
lished on the Office for Gender Equity re-
source center website, as described in section
205(b)(5), and the What Works Clearinghouse
website of the Institute of Education
Sciences.

SEC. 209. REPORT; DISSEMINATION.

(a) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2
yvears after the date of enactment of this
title and every 2 years thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall publish a report on the steps the
Department of Education has taken to—

(1) support educational entities in fully im-
plementing title IX and reducing and pre-
venting sex discrimination;

(2) provide coordination, training, and re-
sources for title IX coordinators and title IX
allies to fully carry out their roles and re-
sponsibilities; and

(3) promote equity in education for stu-
dents who face discrimination based on mul-
tiple actual or perceived characteristics, in-
cluding—

(A) race;

(B) color;

(C) ethnicity;

(D) national origin;

(BE) disability;

(F) religion;

(G) age; or

(H) sex.

(b) DISSEMINATION.—The Secretary shall
coordinate with the Director of the Institute
of Education Sciences and the heads of rel-
evant Federal agencies to ensure that the re-
sults of trainings, activities, evaluations,
and research developments under this title
are made readily available on the Office for
Gender Equity resource center website and
disseminated widely to other relevant Fed-
eral agencies and offices, educational enti-
ties, and the general public.

SEC. 210. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this title shall be construed—

(1) as modifying any provision of title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C.
1681 et seq.); or

(2) as affecting the enforcement of such
title by the Department of Education, the
Department of Justice, or any other Federal
agency.

SEC. 211. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this title
$160,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2031.

(b) USE.—From amounts made available to
carry out this title for each fiscal year, the
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Secretary shall use not less than $140,000,000
of such amounts to award grants under sec-
tion 207.

SA 4471. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. DOUBLING FEDERAL PELL GRANTS
AND PROVIDING ALL FEDERAL PELL
GRANTS THROUGH MANDATORY
FUNDING.

(a) AMOUNT OF MINIMUM FEDERAL PELL
GRANTS.—Section 401 (20 U.S.C. 1070a) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(F), by striking ‘10
percent’ and inserting ‘‘5 percent’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B)({i), by striking
“paragraph (5)(A)”’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph
®);

(B) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting
the following:

() TOTAL
GRANT.—

““(A) AWARD YEAR 2026-2027.—For award year
2026-2027, the total maximum Federal Pell
Grant award shall be $10,000.

‘“(B) AWARD YEAR 2027-2028.—For award year
2027-2028, the total maximum Federal Pell
Grant award shall be $11,000.

‘(C) AWARD YEAR 2028—2029.—For award year
2028-2029, the total maximum Federal Pell
Grant award shall be $12,000.

‘(D) AWARD YEAR 2029-2030.—For award year
2029-2030, the total maximum Federal Pell
Grant award shall be $13,000.

‘““(E) AWARD YEAR 2030-2031.—For award year
2030-2031, the total maximum Federal Pell
Grant award shall be $14,000.

“(F) AWARD YEAR 2031-2032 AND SUBSEQUENT
YEARS.—For award year 2031-2032, and each
subsequent award year, the total maximum
Federal Pell Grant award shall be $14,000—

‘(i) increased by the adjustment percent-
age for the award year for which the amount
under this subparagraph is being determined;
and

““(ii) rounded to the nearest $50.

‘(G) DEFINITION OF ADJUSTMENT PERCENT-
AGE.—In this paragraph, the term ‘adjust-
ment percentage,” as applied to an award
year, is equal to the percentage increase in
the Consumer Price Index, as defined in sec-
tion 478(f), for the most recent calendar year
ending prior to the beginning of the award
year.”’;

(C) by striking paragraphs (6) and (7) and
inserting the following:

‘(6) APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated, and there are
appropriated, out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2026 and
each subsequent fiscal year to provide the
Federal Pell Grant for which a student shall
be eligible under this section during an
award year.”’; and

(D) by redesignating paragraphs (8) and (9)
as paragraphs (7) and (8), respectively;

(3) in subsection (d)(6)(B)—

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘subclause (I)
or (II)” and inserting ‘‘subclause (I), (IT), or
(III)’; and

(B) in clause (ii)—

(i) in subclause (I)(bb), by striking ‘‘or”
after the semicolon;

(ii) in subclause (II)(bb)(CC), by striking
the period and inserting ‘; or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(IIT) during a period for which the student
did not receive a loan under this title but for

MAXIMUM  FEDERAL  PELL
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which, if the student had received such a
loan, such loan would have been discharged
under the circumstances described in sub-
clause (IT)(bb)(CC).”’;

(4) by striking subsections (g) and (h); and

(5) by redesignating subsections (i) and (j)
as subsections (g) and (h), respectively.

(b) REPEAL OF SCORING REQUIREMENT.—Sec-
tion 406 of H. Con. Res. 95 (109th Congress) is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b); and

(2) by striking ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon’’
and inserting the following: “Upon’’.

(c) STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES.—Section
402D(d)(1) (20 U.S.C. 1070a-14(d)(1)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘the minimum” and inserting
10 percent of the total maximum”’.

(d) SCHOLARSHIP COMPONENT.—Section
404E(d) (20 U.S.C. 1070a-25(d)) is amended by
striking ‘‘less than the minimum’ and in-
serting ‘‘less than 10 percent of the total
maximum”’.

SA 4472. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. APPROPRIATIONS FOR EDUCATION.

(a) APPROPRIATIONS FOR ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY EDUCATION.—There are author-
ized to be appropriated, and there are appro-
priated, out of funds in the Treasury not oth-
erwise appropriated, $37,000,000,000, to carry
out part A of title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6311 et seq.).

(b) APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT.—There
are authorized to be appropriated, and there
are appropriated, out of funds in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated,
$29,000,000,000 to carry out part B of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1411 et seq.).

SA 4473. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. REPEAL OF STUDENT LOAN LIMITS.

Section 81001 of the Act titled ‘“An Act to
provide for reconciliation pursuant to title II
of H. Con. Res. 147 (Public Law 119-21; 139
Stat. 72) is repealed and any law or regula-
tion referred to in such section shall be ap-
plied as if such section and the amendments
made by such section had not been enacted.

SA 4474. Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. KELLY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SECTION 1. REPEAL OF TAX CREDIT FOR CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO SCHOLARSHIP
GRANTING ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) TAX CREDIT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subpart A of part IV of
subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal
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Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by striking
section 25F.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 25(e)(1)(C) of such Code is
amended by striking ‘25D, and 25F”’ and in-
serting ‘‘and 25D’

(B) The table of sections for subpart A of
part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 of such
Code is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 25F.

(b) EXCLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Part III of subchapter B of
chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by striking section 139K.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for part III of subchapter B of chap-
ter 1 of such Code is amended by striking the
item relating to section 139K.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subsection, the amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears ending after December 31, 2026.

(2) EXCLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME.—The
amendments made by subsection (b) shall
apply to amounts received after December
31, 2026, in taxable years ending after such
date.

SA 4475. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE __ CARRIED INTEREST
SEC. 01. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Ending the
Carried Interest Loophole Act”.

SEC. _02. PARTNERSHIP INTERESTS TRANS-
FERRED IN CONNECTION WITH PER-
FORMANCE OF SERVICES.

(a) MODIFICATION OF ELECTION TO INCLUDE
PARTNERSHIP INTEREST IN GROSS INCOME IN
YEAR OF TRANSFER.—Subsection (c) of sec-
tion 83 is amended by redesignating para-
graph (4) as paragraph (5) and by inserting
after paragraph (3) the following new para-
graph:

‘(4) PARTNERSHIP INTERESTS.—Except as
provided by the Secretary—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any trans-
fer of an interest in a partnership in connec-
tion with the performance of services—

‘(i) the fair market value of such interest
shall be treated for purposes of this section
as being equal to the amount which the part-
ner would receive if the partnership sold (at
the time of the transfer) all of its assets for
cash at their fair market value in a fully
taxable transaction and distributed the pro-
ceeds of such sale (reduced by the liabilities
of the partnership) to its partners in com-
plete liquidation, and

‘“(ii) the person receiving such interest
shall be treated as having made the election
under subsection (b)(1) unless such person
makes an election under this paragraph to
have such subsection not apply.

¢(B) COORDINATION WITH OTHER PARTNER-
SHIP RULES.—Except as otherwise provided
by the Secretary, if, by reason of subpara-
graph (A), subsection (b)(1) applies to a part-
nership interest transferred to a person, then
the amount included in the gross income of
such person by reason of such subsection
shall (at the time of the transfer)—

‘(i) be treated as an addition to the capital
account of such person with respect to such
partnership for purposes of subchapter K,
and

‘‘(ii) if such interest is an applicable part-
nership interest under section 1299 at any
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time, be treated as invested capital of such

person with respect to such interest for pur-

poses of such section.

‘(C) ELECTION.—The election under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii) shall be made under rules
similar to the rules of subsection (b)(2).

‘(D) PARTNERSHIP INTEREST.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this
paragraph, any applicable financial instru-
ment or contract (as defined in section
1299(b)(2)(B)) or interest in an entity other
than a partnership which is treated as an ap-
plicable partnership interest under section
1299(b)(2) shall be treated as an interest in a
partnership.

‘“(ii) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
prescribe such regulations or other guidance
as the Secretary determines necessary or ap-
propriate to carry out this paragraph, in-
cluding regulations for the application of
this paragraph to applicable financial instru-
ments or contracts (as so defined) or inter-
ests in entities other than partnerships
which are treated as partnership interests
under clause (i).”".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to interests
in partnerships transferred after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. _ 03. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PARTNER-

SHIP INTERESTS RECEIVED IN CON-
NECTION WITH PERFORMANCE OF
SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter P of chapter 1
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new part:

“PART VII—TREATMENT OF CERTAIN
PARTNERSHIP INTERESTS RECEIVED IN
CONNECTION WITH PERFORMANCE OF
SERVICES

“Sec. 1299. Treatment of certain partnership
interests received in connection
with performance of services.

“SEC. 1299. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PARTNER-

SHIP INTERESTS RECEIVED IN CON-
NECTION WITH PERFORMANCE OF
SERVICES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxpayer
who holds 1 or more applicable partnership
interests in any partnership at any time dur-
ing any taxable year of the partnership end-
ing with or within the taxable year of the
taxpayer—

‘(1) there shall be included in the gross in-
come of the taxpayer as ordinary income an
amount equal to the aggregate of the deemed
compensation amounts determined under
subsection (c) with respect to such interests
in all partnerships, and

‘“(2) the taxpayer shall be treated as having
for such taxable year of the taxpayer a long-
term capital loss equal to the aggregate of
such deemed compensation amounts.

‘“(b) APPLICABLE PARTNERSHIP INTEREST.—
For purposes of this section—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
this subsection, the term ‘applicable partner-
ship interest’ means any interest in a part-
nership which—

‘“(A) is directly or indirectly transferred to
(or held by) the taxpayer in connection with
the performance of services by the taxpayer,
or any other person, in any applicable trade
or business, or

‘(B) is held by a taxpayer who received an
applicable loan.

Such term shall not include any interest

which is acquired pursuant to a sale or dis-

position to which subsection (c)(5) applies.

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF INTEREST IN A PART-
NERSHIP.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), the term ‘interest in a partnership’
includes—

‘(i) any applicable financial instrument or
contract, or
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“(ii) to the extent provided by the Sec-
retary, any interest in an entity other than
a partnership if such interest would be treat-
ed as an applicable partnership interest if
such entity were a partnership.

‘“(B) APPLICABLE FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT OR
CONTRACT.—For purposes of this paragraph—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable fi-
nancial instrument or contract’ means any
financial instrument or contract the value of
which is determined in whole or in part by
reference to any partnership or partnership-
related item (including the amount of part-
nership distributions, the value of partner-
ship assets, or the results of partnership op-
erations).

‘“(ii) EXCEPTION FOR NON-CONVERTIBLE
DEBT.—Such term shall not include a finan-
cial instrument or contract if such instru-
ment or contract—

“(D is treated as debt for Federal tax pur-
poses, and

““(IT) is not convertible into or exchange-
able for any partnership interest and does
not provide for a payment of similar or
equivalent value.

‘“(3) APPLICABLE TRADE OR BUSINESS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1)(A), the term ‘applicable trade or
business’ means any activity conducted on a
regular, continuous, and substantial basis
which, regardless of whether the activity is
conducted in one or more entities, consists,
in whole or in part, of—

‘“(i) raising or returning capital, and

¢“(ii) either—

“(I) investing in (including acquiring or
disposing of) specified assets (or identifying
specified assets for such investing, acquisi-
tion, or disposition), or

‘“(IT) developing specified assets.

‘“(B) SPECIFIED ASSETS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘specified as-
sets’ means securities, commodities, real es-
tate held for rental or investment, cash or
cash equivalents, options or derivative con-
tracts with respect to any of the foregoing,
and an interest in a partnership if such part-
nership has a direct or indirect interest in
any of the foregoing.

‘‘(ii) SECURITIES.—For purposes of clause
(i), the term ‘securities’ has the meaning
given such term under section 475(c)(2), de-
termined—

“(I) by applying subparagraph (B) thereof
without regard to whether the partnership or
trust is widely held or publicly traded, and

“(II) without regard to the last sentence
thereof.

‘‘(iii) CoMMODITIES.—For purposes of clause
(i), the term ‘commodities’ has the meaning
given such term under section 475(e)(2), ex-
cept that such term shall not include com-
modities held in connection with the active
conduct of a commodities business as a pro-
ducer, processor, merchant, or handler of
commodities.

‘“(4) APPLICABLE LOAN.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable
loan’ means, with respect to any partnership
interest, any loan issued directly or indi-
rectly from the partnership, any other part-
ner of the partnership, or any person related
to such other partner or such partnership.

‘‘(B) SAFE HARBOR.—The term ‘applicable
loan’ does not include any loan which—

‘(i) is fully recourse to the borrower or
fully secured by the borrower’s assets, and

‘‘(ii) requires payments of interest with a
stated rate not less than the specified rate
determined under subsection (c)(2).

‘(c) DEEMED COMPENSATION AMOUNT.—For
purposes of this section—

‘(1) DEEMED COMPENSATION AMOUNT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘deemed com-
pensation amount’ means, with respect to
any applicable partnership interest for any
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partnership taxable year, an amount equal
to the product of—

‘“(i) the specified rate determined under
paragraph (2) for the calendar year in which
such taxable year begins, multiplied by

¢‘(ii) the excess (if any) of—

‘“(I) an amount equal to the applicable per-
centage of the weighted average of the aggre-
gate of invested capital of all partners of the
partnership on each measurement date oc-
curring within such taxable year, over

‘“(IT) the weighted average of invested cap-
ital with respect to the applicable partner-
ship interest on each measurement date oc-
curring within such taxable year.

‘(B) MEASUREMENT DATE.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A), the term ‘measurement
date’ means—

‘(i) the last day of the partnership taxable
year,

‘“(ii) any date specified in the regulations
under subchapter K as a date on which to re-
value property of the partnership for pur-
poses of adjusting capital accounts of the
partner (without regard to whether the part-
nership capital accounts are adjusted on that
date), and

‘(iii) any other date specified by the Sec-
retary.

‘“(2) SPECIFIED RATE.—The term ‘specified
rate’ means, with respect to any calendar
year, a percentage equal to the sum of—

‘““(A) the first segment rate (as defined in
section 430(h)(2)(C)(i)) for the first month of
such calendar year, plus

‘“(B) 9 percentage points.

““(3) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable
percentage’ means, with respect to any ap-
plicable partnership interest, the highest
percentage of profits of the partnership
which could be allocated to such interest
(consistent with the partnership agreement
and determined as if all performance targets
with respect to such interest had been met).

‘(B) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe rules for the deter-
mination of the applicable percentage in
cases in which the percentage of profits of a
partnership which may be allocated to the
applicable partnership interest under the
partnership agreement may temporarily ex-
ceed the highest percentage determined
under subparagraph (A).

““(4) INVESTED CAPITAL.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘invested cap-
ital’ means, with respect to any partner as of
any day, the excess of—

‘(i) the sum of—

“(I) the total cumulative value, deter-
mined at the time of contribution, of all
money or other property contributed by the
partner to the partnership on or before such
day (net of any liabilities the partnership is
considered to assume or take subject to),
plus

‘“(IT) the aggregate amounts of the part-
ner’s distributive share of income and gain
as of such day, over

‘“(ii) the sum of—

‘“(I) the aggregate value, determined at the
time of distribution, of all money or other
property distributed to the partner from the
partnership on or before such day (net of any
liabilities the partner is considered to as-
sume or take subject to), plus

‘(II) the aggregate amount of the partner’s
distributive share of loss and deductions of
the partnership as of such day.

““(B) SPECIAL RULES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A), invested capital shall be deter-
mined—

“(I) without regard to amounts considered
as a contribution of money or as a distribu-
tion of money by reason of subsection (a) or
(B) of section 752, and
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“(IT) without regard to income required to
be recognized by a contributing partner
under section 704(c) with respect to property
described in subparagraph (A)@{)(I).

‘(ii) ADJUSTMENTS.—The Secretary may
provide for rules making such adjustments
as the Secretary determines necessary to the
determination of invested capital under sub-
paragraph (A) in order to carry out the pur-
poses of this section.

¢(C) TREATMENT OF BORROWINGS FROM
PARTNERSHIPS OR OTHER PARTNERS.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1)(A), the amount of in-
vested capital with respect to any applicable
partnership interest shall be reduced by the
amount of any applicable loan to a partner
who is described in subsection (b)(1)(B).

‘() ACCELERATED INCLUSION IN CASE OF DIS-
POSITION OF APPLICABLE PARTNERSHIP INTER-
EST.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If a taxpayer who holds
an applicable partnership interest sells or
disposes of any portion of such interest dur-
ing a taxable year in the applicable period,
the amount determined under this sub-
section for such taxable year shall be the
sum of—

‘(i) the amount determined under para-
graph (1) for the taxable year (determined as
if no such sale or disposition had occurred),
plus

‘“(ii) an amount equal to the product of—

“(I) the excess of the amount determined
under clause (i) over the amount determined
under paragraph (1) for the taxable year, and

“(II) the number of taxable years begin-
ning after the date of the sale or disposition
and before the last day of the applicable pe-
riod.

“(B) APPLICABLE PERIOD.—For purposes of
this paragraph, the applicable period is the
10-year period beginning on the later of—

‘(i) the date the taxpayer acquired the ap-
plicable partnership interest, or

‘‘(ii) the last date described in paragraph
(1)(B)(ii) on which there was an increase in
the amount of the taxpayers applicable per-
centage of the aggregate invested capital of
all partners of the partnership.

‘(6) MULTIPLE INTERESTS.—If at any time
during a taxable year a taxpayer holds di-
rectly or indirectly more than 1 applicable
partnership interest in a single partnership,
such interests shall be treated as 1 applicable
partnership interest for purposes of applying
this subsection.

‘“(d) RELATED PERSON.—For purposes of
this section, a person shall be treated as re-
lated to another person if the relationship
between such persons would be described in
section 267(b) or 707(b).

‘‘(e) REPORTING.—A partnership shall re-
port to the Secretary, and include with the
information required to be furnished under
section 6031(b) to each partner, the amount
of the partner’s deemed compensation
amount for the taxable year, if any. A simi-
lar rule applies to any entity that receives a
report of a deemed compensation amount for
the taxable year.

‘“(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
issue such regulations or other guidance as
necessary to carry out this section, includ-
ing regulations—

‘(1) to prevent the abuse of the purposes of
this section, including through—

‘“(A) the allocation of income to tax indif-
ferent parties, or

‘(B) a reduction or increase in the invested
capital of any partner (including attempts to
undervalue or overvalue property),

‘(2) which provide for the application of
the rules of subsection (c) to applicable fi-
nancial instruments and contracts and to en-
tities other than partnerships,

“(3) which provide in appropriate cir-
cumstances for purposes of this section the
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aggregation of assets held by related part-

nerships or for the disaggregation of assets

within 1 partnership,

‘“(4) which provide for the application of
this section in cases of tiered structures or
entities,

‘(6) which provide guidance with respect to
forgiveness of any loan described in sub-
section (b)(4)(B), and

‘“(6) which provide rules for transfers or
liquidations of applicable partnership inter-
ests by gift, inheritance, substituted basis
transactions, and other transactions in
which income is not recognized at the time
of the transaction.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1)(A) Part IV of subchapter O of chapter 1
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by striking section 1061.

(B) The table of sections for part IV of sub-
chapter O of chapter 1 of such Code is amend-
ed by striking the item relating to section
1061.

(2) The table of parts for subchapter P of
such Code is amended by adding at the end
the following new item:

“PART VII—TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PART-
NERSHIP INTERESTS RECEIVED IN CONNEC-
TION WITH PERFORMANCE OF SERVICES” .

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years of a taxpayer beginning after date of
enactment of this Act, with or within which
ends the taxable year of a partnership which
begins after such date.

SA 4476. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

PROTECTING SOCIAL SECURITY,
RAILROAD RETIREMENT, AND
BLACK LUNG BENEFITS FROM AD-
MINISTRATIVE OFFSET.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Protection of Social Security
Benefits Restoration Act”.

(b) PROHIBITION ON ADMINISTRATIVE OFFSET
AUTHORITY.—

(1) ASSIGNMENT UNDER SOCIAL SECURITY
ACT.—Section 207 of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 407) is amended by adding at the
end the following new subsection:

‘(d) Subparagraphs (A), (C), and (D) of sec-
tion 3716(c)(3) of title 31, United States Code,
as such subparagraphs were in effect on the
date before the date of enactment of the Pro-
tection of Social Security Benefits Restora-
tion Act, shall be null and void and of no ef-
fect.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 14(a) of the Railroad Retire-
ment Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231lm(a)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
‘. The provisions of section 207(d) of the So-
cial Security Act shall apply with respect to
this title to the same extent as they apply in
the case of title II of such Act.”.

(B) Section 2(e) of the Railroad Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act (45 U.S.C. 3b2(e)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“The provisions of section 207(d) of the So-
cial Security Act shall apply with respect to
this title to the same extent as they apply in
the case of title II of such Act.”

(¢) REPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFSET AU-
THORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section
3716(c) of title 31, United States Code, is
amended—

(A) by striking ““(3)(A)(i) Notwithstanding”’
and all that follows through ‘‘any overpay-
ment under such program).’’;
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(B) by striking subparagraphs (C) and (D);
and

(C) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
paragraph (3).

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph
(5) of such section is amended by striking
‘“‘the Commissioner of Social Security and”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to any col-
lection by administrative offset occurring on
or after the date of enactment of this Act of
a claim arising before, on, or after the date
of enactment of this Act.

SA 4477. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE __ —PROGRESS OPPORTUNITIES

FOR SMALL BUSINESS INVESTORS
SECTION  01. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Providing
Real Opportunities for Growth to Rising En-
trepreneurs for Sustained Success
(PROGRESS) Act”.

SEC. _ 02. SMALL BUSINESS INVESTOR TAX
CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart D of part IV of
subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding
at the end the following new section:

“SEC. 45BB. SMALL BUSINESS INVESTOR TAX
CREDIT.

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—For purposes of sec-
tion 38, the small business investor credit de-
termined under this section for any taxable
yvear is an amount equal to the sum of the
credit amounts determined for the taxable
year for all qualified investments of the tax-
payer.

‘“(b) CREDIT AMOUNT.—For purposes of this
section—

‘1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘credit
amount’ means, with respect to any qualified
investment in a qualifying business entity,
the lesser of—

““(A) 10 percent of the amount of the quali-
fied investment determined under subsection
(c)(3) for the taxable year, or

‘(B) an amount equal to—

‘(i) 50 percent of such qualified invest-
ment, reduced (but not below zero) by

‘“(ii) the amount of the credit determined
under this section with respect to such quali-
fied investment of the taxpayer for all pre-
ceding taxable years.

‘“(2) OVERALL DOLLAR LIMITATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The credit amount de-
termined under paragraph (1) with respect to
any qualified investment of a taxpayer in a
qualifying business entity for any taxable
year shall not exceed the lesser of—

‘(i) $10,000 (as increased for the taxable
year by the cost-of-living adjustment under
subsection (e)(2)), or

‘“(ii) an amount equal to—

‘“I) an amount equal to 5 times the
amount under clause (i) for the taxable year,
reduced (but not below zero) by

‘“(IT) the amount of the credit determined
under this section with respect to such quali-
fied investment of the taxpayer for all pre-
ceding taxable years.

¢(B) NO CREDIT AMOUNT BY REASON OF COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT AFTER OVERALL LIMIT
FIRST REACHED.—No credit amount shall be
determined under this section with respect
to any qualified investment of a taxpayer in
a qualifying business entity for any taxable
year after the first taxable year for which
the amount determined under subclause (II)
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of subparagraph (A)(ii) equals or exceeds the
amount determined under subclause (I) of
such subparagraph.

‘“(3) REDUCTION IN CREDIT AMOUNT WHERE
LOAN RATE EXCEEDS PRIME RATE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—If—

‘(i) the rate of interest (expressed as an
annual percentage rate) on a qualified in-
vestment which is a qualifying loan, exceeds

‘‘(ii) the bank prime rate as of the first day
of the month in which the loan is entered
into (or such other time as the Secretary
may specify),
then each of the amounts determined under
subparagraphs (A) and (B)(i) of paragraph (1)
shall be reduced (but not below zero) by the
amount which bears the same ratio to such
amount as the number of full percentage
points by which such rate of interest exceeds
such bank prime rate bears to 25.

‘“(B) SPECIAL RULES WHERE QUALIFYING
LOANS TREATED AS PART OF SINGLE INVEST-
MENT.—If 1 or more qualifying loans to which
subparagraph (A) applies are treated as part
of a single qualified investment under sub-
section (c¢)(1), then, for purposes of this sub-
section—

‘(i) the credit amount under paragraph (1)
for such single qualified investment shall be
the sum of such credit amounts computed
separately for each such qualifying loan and
such credit amount computed for all other
qualified investments treated as part of such
single qualified investment, and

‘“(ii) the limitation under paragraph (2)
shall be applied to such sum.

‘“(C) RULES RELATING TO INTEREST RATES.—

‘(1) ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe guidance or regula-
tions for the calculation of the annual per-
centage rate of interest on a loan for pur-
poses of subparagraph (A)(i), including rules
which provide for—

‘“(I) the calculation of the annual percent-
age rate in cases where there is a variable
rate of interest,

‘“(IT) the recalculation of the annual per-
centage rate where the terms of the loan are
modified after the loan is entered into, and

‘“(ITI) the proper taking into account of
lump sum payments, orientation and appli-
cation fees, closing fees, invoice discounting
fees and any other loan fees.

‘‘(ii) BANK PRIME RATE.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A)(ii), the term ‘bank prime
rate’ means the average predominant prime
rate quoted by commercial banks to large
businesses, as determined by the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System.

‘(4) SPECIAL RULES FOR PASS-THRU ENTI-
TIES.—For purposes of this subsection, if a
qualified investment in a qualifying business
entity is made by a partnership, trust, S cor-
poration, or other pass-thru entity, the limi-
tations under this subsection shall apply at
the entity level.

‘‘(c) QUALIFIED INVESTMENT.—For purposes
of this section—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified in-
vestment’ means, with respect to any quali-
fying business entity, either of the following
of the taxpayer:

‘“(A) The direct or indirect acquisition of
stock, or a capital interest, in the entity at
its original issue solely in exchange for cash.

‘“(B) A qualifying loan made to the entity.
If a taxpayer has or had more than 1 quali-
fied investment in any qualifying business
entity for the taxable year or any prior tax-
able year, all such investments shall be
treated as a single qualified investment for
purposes of applying this section.

‘“(2) EXCEPTION FOR INVESTMENTS MADE BY
QUALIFIED ACTIVE INVESTORS AND RELATED
PERSONS.—Such term shall not include any
acquisition or loan made by a taxpayer who,
immediately before the acquisition or loan,
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is a qualified active investor in the quali-
fying business entity or is related to any
qualified active investor.

“(3) AMOUNT OF QUALIFIED INVESTMENT.—
The amount of a taxpayer’s qualified invest-
ment with respect to any qualifying business
entity for any taxable year shall be the
monthly average for months ending within
the taxable year of—

‘““(A) the taxpayer’s aggregate unadjusted
bases in all stock or interests described in
paragraph (1)(A) as of the close of each such
month, and

‘“(B) the aggregate outstanding principal
amount of all qualified loans described in
paragraph (1)(B) as of the close of each such
month.

‘“(4) SPECIAL RULES FOR TRANSFERS OF
QUALIFYING LOANS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—If a taxpayer sells, ex-
changes, or otherwise transfers all or any
portion of a qualifying loan which is a quali-
fied investment in a qualifying business enti-
ty, such investment shall be treated as a
qualified investment in the hands of the
transferee (and not of the transferor) for pe-
riods after the transfer. This paragraph shall
also apply to any subsequent transfer of such
interest.

‘“(B) COORDINATION OF LIMITS.—In applying
subsection (b) to any qualifying loan treated
as a qualified investment of a transferee
under this paragraph—

‘(i) all credits determined under this sec-
tion for any periods before the transfer with
respect to the qualified investment of any
prior holder of such investment shall be
taken into account under paragraphs
(1)(B)(ii) and (2)(A)(ii)(II) of such subsection
in the same manner as if such credits were
determined for the transferee for prior tax-
able years, and

‘‘(ii) if only a portion of the qualified in-
vestment was transferred, the amount taken
into account under such paragraphs by rea-
son of clause (i) shall be ratably reduced to
reflect only the portion so transferred.

“(d) QUALIFYING BUSINESS ENTITY.—For
purposes of this section—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualifying
business entity’ means, with respect to any
qualified investment, any entity which is en-
gaged in 1 or more trades or businesses and
with respect to which—

‘‘(i) the qualified active investor ownership
requirements of paragraph (2) are met imme-
diately before and after the qualified invest-
ment,

‘(ii) the wage requirements of paragraph
(3) are met, and

‘‘(iii) the certification requirements of
paragraph (4) are met.

‘(B) ENTITIES UNDER COMMON CONTROL.—
For purposes of this section, all qualifying
business entities treated as a single em-
ployer under subsection (a) or (b) of section
52 or subsection (m) or (o) of section 414 shall
be treated as a single qualifying business en-
tity.

‘“(2) QUALIFIED ACTIVE INVESTOR OWNERSHIP
REQUIREMENTS.—The requirements of this
paragraph are met with respect to any entity
if qualified active investors own directly or
indirectly—

‘““(A) in the case of a corporation, more
than 50 percent (by vote and value) of the
stock in the corporation, and

‘(B) in the case of any other entity, more
than 50 percent of the capital or profits in-
terests in the entity.

‘“(3) WAGE REQUIREMENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of
this paragraph are met with respect to any
entity if the entity, during the taxable year
of the entity preceding the taxable year in
which the qualified investment is made—
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‘(i) employed at least 1 full-time em-
ployee, or employees constituting a full-time
equivalent employee, in 1 or more trades or
businesses of the entity, and

‘“(i1) paid W-2 wages to such employee or
employees with respect to such employment.

“(B) CERTAIN WAGES NOT TAKEN INTO AC-
COUNT.—W-2 wages shall not be taken into
account under subparagraph (A) if paid by an
entity to an employee, and such employee
shall not be taken into account under sub-
paragraph (A)@i), during any period the em-
ployee is—

‘(i) a qualified active investor, or

‘‘(i1) an employee other than a qualified ac-
tive investor who is a 5-percent owner (as de-
fined in section 416(i)(1)(B)(i)) of the entity.

‘“(C) W-2 WAGES.—The term ‘W-2 wages’
means, with respect to any entity, the
amounts described in paragraphs (3) and (8)
of section 6051(a) paid by the entity with re-
spect to employment of employees by the en-
tity.

‘(D) FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES AND EQUIVA-
LENTS.—For purposes of this paragraph—

‘(i) the term ‘full-time employee’ has the
meaning given to such term by section
4980H(c)(4), and

‘“(ii) the determination of the number of
employees constituting a full-time equiva-
lent shall be made in the same manner as
under section 4980H(c)(2)(E).

¢‘(4) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of
this paragraph are met with respect to any
entity if the entity certifies, in such form
and manner and at such time as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, that, at the time of
the qualified investment, the entity—

‘(1) is engaged in 1 or more trades or busi-
nesses, and

‘(i) meets the requirements of paragraphs
(2) and (3) to be treated as a qualifying busi-
ness entity.

¢“(B) CERTIFICATION PROVIDED TO INVESTORS
AND SECRETARY.—AnN entity shall—

‘“(i) provide the certification under sub-
paragraph (A) to the person making the
qualified investment at the time such invest-
ment is made, and

‘(i) include such certification, and the
names, addresses, and taxpayer identifica-
tion numbers of the entity’s qualified active
investors and the persons making the quali-
fied investment, with its return of tax for
the taxable year which includes the date of
the qualified investment.

¢“(C) CERTIFICATION INCLUDED WITH RETURN
CLAIMING CREDIT.—No credit shall be deter-
mined under subsection (a) with respect to
any taxpayer making a qualified investment
in a qualifying business entity unless the
taxpayer includes the certification under
subparagraph (A) with respect to the invest-
ment with its return of tax for any taxable
year for which such credit is being claimed.

‘(D) TIMELY FILED RETURN REQUIRED.—The
requirements of subparagraph (B)@ii) or (C)
shall be treated as met only if the return de-
scribed in such subparagraph is filed on or
before its due date (including extensions).

¢‘(5) QUALIFIED ACTIVE INVESTOR.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified ac-
tive investor’ means, with respect to any en-
tity, an individual who—

‘(i) is a citizen or resident of the United
States,

‘(i) materially participates (within the
meaning of section 469(h)) in 1 or more trades
or businesses of the entity,

‘‘(iii) holds stock, or a capital or profits in-
terest, in the entity, and

‘“(iv) meets the income requirements of
subparagraph (B).

‘“(B) INCOME REQUIREMENTS.—The require-
ments of this subparagraph are met with re-
spect to an individual if the average annual
adjusted taxable income of the individual for
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the 3 taxable years of the individual imme-
diately preceding the taxable year in which
the qualified investment is made does not
exceed the applicable amount.

‘(C) APPLICABLE AMOUNT.—For purposes of
this paragraph, the term ‘applicable amount’
means, with respect to any taxable year in
which a qualified investment is made—

‘(i) in the case of an individual not de-
scribed in clause (ii), $100,000 (as increased
for the taxable year by the cost-of-living ad-
justment under subsection (e)(2)), and

‘‘(ii) in the case of an individual who is a
married individual filing a joint return or
who is a head of household (as defined in sec-
tion 2(b)) for the taxable year, an amount
equal to 2 times the amount in effect under
clause (i) for the taxable year.

‘(D) RULES FOR DETERMINING AVERAGE TAX-
ABLE INCOME.—For purposes of this para-
graph—

‘(i) a married individual filing a separate
return of tax for any taxable year shall in-
clude the adjusted taxable income of their
spouse in computing the individual’s average
adjusted taxable income for any period un-
less the Secretary determines that the
spouse’s information is not available to the
individual, and

‘‘(ii) the Secretary shall prescribe rules for
the determination of average adjusted tax-
able income in cases where the individual
had different filing statuses for the 3 taxable
years described in subparagraph (B).

‘“(E) ADJUSTED TAXABLE INCOME.—The term
‘adjusted taxable income’ means taxable in-
come computed without regard to the deduc-
tions under sections 172 and 199A.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For
purposes of this section—

‘(1) RELATED PERSONS.—A person shall be
treated as related to another person if the
person bears a relationship to such other
person described in section 267(b), except
that section 267(b) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘6 percent’ for ‘50 percent’ each
place it appears.

¢(2) COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS.—In the
case of any taxable year beginning after 2027,
the $10,000 amount under subsection
(M)(2)(A)(i) and the $100,000 amount under
subsection (d)(5)(C)(i) shall each be increased
by an amount equal to—

‘“(A) such dollar amount, multiplied by

‘“(B) the cost-of-living adjustment under

section 1(f)(3) for the calendar year in which
the taxable year begins, determined by sub-
stituting ‘2026’ for ‘2016’ in subparagraph
(A)(ii) thereof.
If any increase in such $10,000 amount is not
a multiple of $100, such increase shall be
rounded to the next lowest multiple of $100
and if any increase in such $100,000 amount is
not a multiple of $1,000, such increase shall
be rounded to the next lowest multiple of
$1,000.

““(3) RULES RELATING TO ENTITIES.—

‘“(A) SOLE PROPRIETORSHIPS.—If a taxpayer
carries on 1 or more trades or businesses as
sole proprietorships, all such trades or busi-
nesses shall be treated as a single entity for
purposes of applying this section.

‘(B) APPLICATION TO DISREGARDED ENTI-
TIES.—In the case of any entity with a single
owner which is disregarded as an entity sepa-
rate from its owner for purposes of this title,
this section shall be applied in the same
manner as if such entity were a corporation.

‘“(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
prescribe such regulations or other guidance
as may be necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this section.”.

(b) CREDIT TO BE PART OF GENERAL BUSI-
NESS CREDIT.—Section 38(b) of such Code is
amended by striking ‘‘plus’” at the end of
paragraph (40), by striking the period at the
end of paragraph (41) and inserting °‘, plus”’,
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and by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(42) the small business investor credit de-
termined under section 45BB(a).”.

(¢) CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST ALTERNATIVE
MINIMUM TAX.—Section 38(c)(4)(B) of such
Code is amended by redesignating clauses
(x), (xi), and (xii) as clauses (xi), (xii), and
(xiii), respectively, and by inserting after
clause (ix) the following new clause:

‘“(x) the credit determined under section
45BB,”.

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subpart D of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 of such Code is
amended by adding at the end the following
new item:

‘“Sec. 46BB. Small business
credit.”.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to qualified
investments made in taxable years beginning
after December 31, 2026.

SEC. 3. FIRST EMPLOYEE BUSINESS WAGE CRED-
IT.

(a) ALLOWANCE OF CREDIT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subpart D of part IV of
subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by section

02, is amended by adding at the end the
following new section:
“SEC. 45CC. FIRST EMPLOYEE BUSINESS WAGE
CREDIT.

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—For purposes of sec-
tion 38, in the case of a qualifying business
entity, the first employee business wage
credit determined under this section for any
taxable year is an amount equal to 25 per-
cent of the qualified wages of the entity for
the taxable year.

““(b) DOLLAR LIMITATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of the credit
determined under subsection (a) with respect
to any qualifying business entity for any
taxable year shall not exceed the lesser of—

““(A) $10,000 (as increased for the taxable
year by the cost-of-living adjustment under
subsection (f)), or

‘(B) the excess (if any) of—

‘(1) an amount equal to 4 times the
amount under subparagraph (A) for the tax-
able year, over

‘(i) the amount of the credit determined
under this section with respect to such enti-
ty for all preceding taxable years.

‘“(2) NO CREDIT BY REASON OF COST-OF-LIV-
ING ADJUSTMENT AFTER OVERALL LIMIT FIRST
REACHED.—No credit shall be determined
under this section with respect to any quali-
fying business entity for any taxable year
after the first taxable year for which the
amount determined under clause (ii) of para-
graph (1)(B) equals or exceeds the amount de-
termined under clause (i) of such paragraph.

‘“(3) PASS-THRU ENTITIES.—If a qualifying
business entity is a partnership, trust, S cor-
poration, or other pass-thru entity, the limi-
tations under this subsection shall apply at
the entity level.

“(c) QUALIFIED WAGES.—For purposes of
this section—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified
wages’ means, with respect to any qualifying
business entity, the amount of W-2 wages
paid or incurred during any eligible taxable
year to employees for services performed in
connection with a trade or business of the
entity.

‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR QUALIFIED ACTIVE IN-
VESTORS AND 5-PERCENT OWNER-EMPLOYEES.—
W-2 wages shall not be taken into account
under paragraph (1) if paid by an entity to an
employee, and such employee shall not be
taken into account under paragraph (3)(A),
during any period the employee is—

“(A) a qualified active investor, or

‘“(B) an employee other than a qualified ac-
tive investor who is a 5-percent owner (as de-
fined in section 416(i)(1)(B)(i)) of the entity.

investor tax
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‘“(3) ELIGIBLE TAXABLE YEAR.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible tax-
able year’ means any taxable year of a quali-
fying business entity—

‘(1) which occurs during the period—

‘“(I) beginning with the first taxable year
of the entity in which the entity employed
at least 1 full-time employee (or employees
constituting a full-time equivalent em-
ployee) in 1 or more trades or businesses of
the entity during the taxable year and paid
W-2 wages to such employee or employees
with respect to such employment, and

“(IT) ending with the last taxable year for
which a credit may be determined for the en-
tity under this section by reason of the limi-
tation under subsection (b)(2), and

‘“(ii) in the case of a taxable year other

than the first taxable year described in
clause (i)(I), with respect to which the entity
meets the employment and wage require-
ments of such clause.
Such term shall not include any taxable year
during such a period if the first taxable year
described in clause (i)(I) of the entity (or any
predecessor) begins before January 1, 2024.

“(B) W-2 WAGES; FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES.—
For purposes of this subsection, W-2 wages,
full-time employees, and full-time employee
equivalents shall be determined in the same
manner as under section 45BB.

“(d) QUALIFYING BUSINESS ENTITY.—For
purposes of this section—

‘(1) QUALIFYING BUSINESS ENTITY DE-
FINED.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualifying
business entity’ means, with respect to any
taxable year for which a credit under this
section is being determined, any entity—

‘(i) which is engaged in 1 or more trades or
businesses,

‘“(ii) with respect to which the qualified ac-
tive investor ownership requirements of
paragraph (2) of section 46BB(d) are met as of
the close of such taxable year (rather than
immediately before and after the qualified
investment), and

‘“(iii) with respect to which the certifi-
cation requirements of paragraph (2) are
met.

“(B) ENTITIES UNDER COMMON CONTROL.—
For purposes of this section—

‘“(i) IN GENERAL.—AIl qualifying business
entities treated as a single employer under
subsection (a) or (b) of section 52 or sub-
section (m) or (o) of section 414 shall be
treated as a single qualifying business enti-
ty.

(i) ALLOCATION OF CREDIT.—Except as
provided in regulations, the credit under this
section shall be allocated among the entities
comprising the single entity described in
clause (i) in proportion to the qualified
wages of each such entity taken into account
under subsection (a).

¢‘(2) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of
this paragraph are met with respect to any
entity for any taxable year described in
paragraph (1) if the entity certifies, in such
form and manner and at such time as the
Secretary may prescribe, that the entity
meets the requirements described in clauses
(i) and (ii) of paragraph (1)(A).

“(B) CERTIFICATION PROVIDED TO SEC-
RETARY.—An entity shall include the certifi-
cation under subparagraph (A), and the
names, addresses, and taxpayer identifica-
tion numbers of the entity’s qualified active
investors (and employees who are 5-percent
owners described in subsection (¢)(2)(B)),
with its return of tax for the taxable year to
which the certification relates. The require-
ment of this subparagraph is met only if
such return is filed before its due date (in-
cluding extensions).

¢“(3) QUALIFIED ACTIVE INVESTOR.—For pur-
poses of this section (including applying the

March 18, 2026

requirements of paragraph (2) of section
45BB(d) for purposes of paragraph (1)(A)(ii)),
the term ‘qualified active investor’ has the
same meaning given such term by section
45BB(d)(b), except that such section shall be
applied separately for each taxable year de-
scribed in paragraph (1) (rather than the tax-
able year of the qualified investment).

‘“(e) ELECTION TO APPLY CREDIT AGAINST
PAYROLL TAXES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the election of a
qualifying business entity, section 3111(g)
shall apply to the payroll tax credit portion
of the credit otherwise determined under
subsection (a) for the taxable year and such
portion shall not be treated (other than for
purposes of section 280C) as a credit deter-
mined under subsection (a).

“(2) PAYROLL TAX CREDIT PORTION.—For
purposes of this subsection, the payroll tax
credit portion of the credit determined under
subsection (a) with respect to any qualifying
business entity for any taxable year is the
least of—

‘““(A) the amount specified in the election
made under this subsection,

‘“(B) the credit determined under sub-
section (a) for the taxable year (determined
before the application of this subsection), or

“(C) in the case of a qualifying business en-
tity other than a partnership, estate, S cor-
poration or other pass-thru entity, the
amount of the business credit carryforward
under section 39 carried from the taxable
year (determined before the application of
this subsection to the taxable year).

*“(3) ELECTION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Any election under this
subsection for any taxable year—

(i) shall specify the amount of the credit
to which such election applies,

‘“(ii) shall be made on or before the due
date (including extensions) of the return for
the taxable year, and

‘“(iii) may be revoked only with the con-
sent of the Secretary.

‘“(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR PASS-THRU ENTI-
TIES.—In the case of a partnership, estate, S
corporation, or other pass-thru entity, the
election made under this subsection shall be
made at the entity level.

“(f) COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS.—In the
case of any taxable year beginning after 2027,
the $10,000 amount under subsection (b)(1)(A)
shall be increased by an amount equal to—

(1) such dollar amount, multiplied by

‘“(2) the cost-of-living adjustment under
section 1(f)(3) for the calendar year in which
the taxable year begins, determined by sub-
stituting ‘2026’ for ‘2016’ in subparagraph
(A)(ii) thereof.

If any increase in such amount is not a mul-
tiple of $100, such increase shall be rounded
to the next lowest multiple of $100.

‘(g) OTHER RULES.—For purposes of this
section—

‘(1) RULES RELATING TO ENTITIES.—Rules
similar to the rules of section 45BB(e)(3)
shall apply.

¢(2) ELECTION NOT TO HAVE CREDIT APPLY.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A taxpayer may elect
not to have this section apply for any tax-
able year.

‘(B) OTHER RULES.—Rules similar to the
rules of paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 51(j)
shall apply for purposes of this paragraph.

‘“(3) CERTAIN OTHER RULES MADE APPLICA-
BLE.—Rules similar to the rules of sub-
sections (c), (d), and (e) of section 52 shall
apply.

““(h) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
prescribe such regulations or other guidance
as may be necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this section, including regulations—

‘(1) preventing the avoidance of the limi-
tations under this section in cases in which
there is a successor or new qualified business
entity with respect to the same trade or
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business for which a predecessor qualified
business entity already claimed the credit
under this section,

‘“(2) to minimize compliance and record-
keeping burdens under the provisions of this
section, and

“(3) for recapturing the benefit of credits
determined under section 3111(g) in cases
where there is a recapture or a subsequent
adjustment to the payroll tax credit portion
of the credit determined under subsection
(a), including requiring amended income tax
returns in the cases where there is such an
adjustment.”.

(2) CREDIT TO BE PART OF GENERAL BUSINESS
CREDIT.—Section 38(b) of such Code, as
amended by section 02, is amended by
striking ‘“‘plus” at the end of paragraph (41),
by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (42) and inserting ¢, plus’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(43) the first employee business wage
credit determined under section 45CC(a).”.

(3) CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST ALTERNATIVE
MINIMUM TAX.—Section 38(c)(4)(B) of such
Code, as amended by section _ 02, is
amended by redesignating clauses (xi), (xii),
and (xiii) as clauses (xii), (xiii), and (xiv), re-
spectively, and by inserting after clause (x)
the following new clause:

‘‘(xi) the credit determined under section
45CC,”.

(4) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subpart D of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 of such Code, as
amended by section 02, is amended by
adding at the end the following new item:
“Sec. 45CC. First employee business wage

credit.”.

(b) PAYROLL TAX CREDIT.—Section 3111 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘(g) CREDIT FOR FIRST EMPLOYEE BUSINESS
WAGE EXPENSES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxpayer
who has made an election under section
45CC(e) for a taxable year, there shall be al-
lowed as a credit against the tax imposed by
subsection (a) for the first calendar quarter
which begins after the date on which the tax-
payer files the return for the taxable year an
amount equal to the payroll tax credit por-
tion determined under section 45CC(e)(2).

‘(2) LIMITATION.—The credit allowed by
paragraph (1) shall not exceed the tax im-
posed by subsection (a) for any calendar
quarter on the wages paid with respect to
the employment of all individuals in the em-
ploy of the employer.

¢“(3) CARRYOVER OF UNUSED CREDIT.—If the
amount of the credit under paragraph (1) ex-
ceeds the limitation of paragraph (2) for any
calendar quarter, such excess shall be carried
to the succeeding calendar quarter and al-
lowed as a credit under paragraph (1) for
such quarter.

‘(4) DEDUCTION ALLOWED FOR CREDITED
AMOUNTS.—Notwithstanding section 280C(a),
the credit allowed under paragraph (1) shall
not be taken into account for purposes of de-
termining the amount of any deduction al-
lowed under chapter 1 for taxes imposed
under subsection (a).”.

(c) COORDINATION WITH DEDUCTIONS AND
OTHER CREDITS.—

(1) DEDUCTIONS.—Section 280C(a) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
inserting ‘‘45CC(a),”” after ‘‘45S(a),”.

(2) OTHER CREDITS.—

(A) Section 41(b)(2)(D) of such Code is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(iv) EXCLUSION FOR WAGES TO WHICH FIRST
EMPLOYEE WAGE CREDIT APPLIES.—The term
‘wages’ shall not include any amount taken
into account in determining the credit under
section 45CC."".

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(B) Section 45A(b)(1) of such Code is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(C) COORDINATION WITH FIRST EMPLOYEE
WAGE CREDIT.—The term ‘qualified wages’
shall not include wages if any portion of
such wages is taken into account in deter-
mining the credit under section 45CC.”".

(C) Section 1396(c)(3) of such Code is
amended—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 51 each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘section 45CC or 517,
and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘AND FIRST EMPLOYEE
WAGE” after ‘‘OPPORTUNITY’’ in the heading
thereof.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2026.

SA 4478. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE —LIMITATIONS ON RELATED

PARTY BASIS SHIFTING
SEC.  01. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Basis Shift-
ing is a Ripoff Act”.

SEC.  02. RULES FOR BASIS-SHIFTING TRANS-
ACTIONS INVOLVING RELATED PAR-
TIES.

(a) DISTRIBUTIONS.—

(1) RECOGNITION OF GAIN.—Section 731 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended
by striking subsections (a) and (b) and in-
serting the following:

‘“(a) PARTNERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a distribu-
tion by a partnership to a partner—

‘“(A) gain shall not be recognized to such
partner, except to the extent that any
money distributed exceeds the adjusted basis
of such partner’s interest in the partnership
immediately before the distribution, and

‘“(B) loss shall not be recognized to such
partner, except that upon a distribution in
liquidation of a partner’s interest in a part-
nership where no property other than that
described in clause (i) or (ii) is distributed to
such partner, loss shall be recognized to the
extent of the excess of the adjusted basis of
such partner’s interest in the partnership
over the sum of—

‘(i) any money distributed, and

‘(ii) the basis to the distributee, as deter-

mined under section 732, of any unrealized
receivables (as defined in section 751(c)) and
inventory (as defined in section 751(d)).
Any gain or loss recognized under this para-
graph shall be considered as gain or loss
from the sale or exchange of the partnership
interest of the distributee partner.

‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN RELATED-
PARTY PARTNERSHIP DISTRIBUTIONS.—Not-
withstanding paragraph (1)(A)—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any dis-
tribution of property to which section
732(a)(2) or (b) applies which is made from an
applicable partnership to a partner (includ-
ing as part of the termination of such part-
nership), such partner shall, in addition to
any amount which would be recognized with-
out regard to this subparagraph, recognize
gain in an amount equal to the applicable
basis increase.

“(B) APPLICABLE BASIS INCREASE.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
basis increase’ means, with respect to any
distribution of any property described in
subparagraph (A) to a partner, the aggregate
increases in basis to one or more partnership
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properties under section 734(b)(1)(B) (without
regard to whether any such increase is sus-
pended under section 755) with respect to
such distribution.

‘(C) BASIS ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of
each distributed property with respect to
which gain is recognized by reason of sub-
paragraph (A), the basis of such property
after the distribution shall be the basis de-
termined under section 732, increased by the
amount of such gain with respect to such
property.

‘(D) CHARACTER OF GAIN.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If a distribution of any
property to which subparagraph (A) applies
results in any portion of any applicable basis
increase in partnership property under sec-
tion 734(b)(1)(B), gain under subparagraph (A)
with respect to such distributed property
shall have the same character as gain from
the sale or exchange of the partnership prop-
erty to which such portion is allocated under
section 755.

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE WHERE BASIS INCREASE
SUSPENDED.—

‘“(I) IN GENERAL.—If the allocation under
section 7565 of any portion of an applicable
basis increase described in clause (i) is sus-
pended under such section by the absence of
property, or insufficient adjusted basis in
property, to which such portion is to be so
allocated, gain under subparagraph (A) with
respect to such distributed property shall be
treated as ordinary income.

‘“(II) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may provide that subclause (I) shall
not apply in cases where the Secretary deter-
mines necessary and appropriate to carry
out, or prevent avoidance of, the purposes of
this paragraph.

‘“(E) COORDINATION WITH MARKETABLE SECU-
RITIES RULES.—If any property described in
subparagraph (A) consists of marketable se-
curities (as defined in subsection (¢)(2))—

‘(i) this paragraph shall apply to such
property before the application of subsection
(c), and

‘‘(ii) in applying subsection (c), the basis of
such property shall be the basis determined
after the application of subparagraph (C).
The Secretary shall provide rules for the ap-
plication of this subparagraph, including co-
ordination of the application of this subpara-
graph with subsection (c) and the other pro-
visions of this subchapter.

*“(b) PARTNERSHIPS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), no gain or loss shall be recog-
nized to a partnership on a distribution to a
partner of property, including money.

‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN RELATED-
PARTY PARTNERSHIP DISTRIBUTIONS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any dis-
tribution of property from an applicable
partnership to a partner which under section
732(c) results in an increase in basis in one or
more properties so distributed, gain shall be
recognized to the partnership in an amount
equal to the aggregate amount of such in-
creases in basis.

‘“(B) BASIS ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of
each partnership property with respect to
which gain is recognized by reason of sub-
paragraph (A), the basis of such property
after the distribution shall be the basis de-
termined under section 734, increased by the
amount of such gain with respect to such
property.

‘(C) CHARACTER OF GAIN.—Any gain recog-
nized under this paragraph which is allocable
to a portion of any basis increase in distrib-
uted property described in subparagraph (A)
shall have the same character as gain from
the sale or exchange of such property.”’.

(2) APPLICABLE PARTNERSHIP.—Section 731
of such Code is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsections:
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‘‘(e) APPLICABLE PARTNERSHIP.—For pur-
poses of this section—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable
partnership’ means any partnership in which
two or more partners are related persons im-
mediately before or after any distribution to
a partner.

*“(2) SMALL BUSINESS EXCEPTION.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A partnership shall not
be treated as an applicable partnership with
respect to any distribution made during a
taxable year if such partnership meets the
gross receipts test under section 448(c) (de-
termined with the modification described in
subparagraph (C)) for such taxable year.

‘(B) EXCEPTION NOT TO APPLY TO PARTNER-
SHIPS PREVIOUSLY FAILING TEST OR TAX SHEL-
TERS.—

‘(i) PARTNERSHIPS FAILING TEST DISQUALI-
FIED PROSPECTIVELY.—If a partnership fails
to meet the gross receipts test described in
subparagraph (A) for any taxable year which
begins after the date of the enactment of
this subsection, subparagraph (A) shall not
apply to such partnership (or any successor)
for such taxable year or any succeeding tax-
able year.

¢“(ii) TAX SHELTERS.—Subparagraph (A)
shall not apply to a tax shelter prohibited
from using the cash receipts and disburse-
ments method of accounting under section
448(a)(3), except that, for purposes of apply-
ing this clause, a syndicate (as defined in
section 1256(e)(3)(B)) shall not be treated as a
tax shelter.

‘“(C) MODIFICATION.—In applying section
52(b) to section 448(c)(2) for purposes of this
paragraph, the term ‘trade or business’ shall
include any activity treated as a trade or
business under paragraph (5) or (6) of section
469(c) (determined without regard to the
phrase ‘To the extent provided in regula-
tions’ in such paragraph (6)).

‘“(3) RELATED PERSON.—A person shall be
treated as related to another person if they
bear a relationship to such other person de-
scribed in section 267(b) (without regard to
section 267(c)(3)) or 707(b)(1).

“(f) REGULATIONS RELATING TO RELATED-
PARTNERSHIP BASIS-SHIFTING TRANS-
ACTIONS.—The Secretary shall prescribe such
regulations or other guidance as may be nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out the pur-
poses of subsection (a)(2), subsection (b)(2),
and section 743(g), including regulations or
other guidance addressing distributions and
transfers that are substantially similar to
the distributions and transfers described in
such provisions or which have substantially
similar results (including through the par-
ticipation of tax-indifferent parties). In the
case of tax-indifferent parties, such regula-
tions may provide for equivalent methods for
the recognition of gain, including through
the recognition of gain by the partner with
an increase in basis under section 732 or by
reason of section 734(b)(1).”.

(3) MANDATORY ADJUSTMENTS TO APPLICA-
BLE PARTNERSHIP PROPERTY WHEN PARTNER-
SHIP DISTRIBUTES PROPERTY.—Section 734(a)
of such Code is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘distribution of property to
a partner unless the election’” and inserting
“distribution of property to a partner un-
less—

‘(1) the election”,

(B) by striking ‘‘with respect to such part-
nership or unless there is” and inserting
“‘with respect to such partnership,

‘(2) there is”’,

(C) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘¢, or

“(8) if paragraph (1) and (2) do not apply,
such distribution is a distribution from an
applicable partnership (as defined in section
731(e)) but only to the extent the application
of this section to such distribution results in
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a decrease in basis to partnership property
under subsection (b)(2).”.

(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 731(c)(1) of such Code is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(1)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subsection (a)(1)(A)”’.

(B) Section 734(b) of such Code is amend-
ed—

(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(I) by striking ‘‘or” after ‘‘effect’” and in-
serting a comma, and

(IT) by inserting ‘“‘or to which subsection
(a)(3) applies,”” after ‘‘reduction,”,

(ii) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 731(a)(1)” and inserting ‘‘section
731(a)(1)(A)”’, and

(iii) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 731(a)(2)” and inserting ‘‘section
731(a)(1)(B)”.

(b) TRANSFERS OF PARTNERSHIP INTER-
ESTS.—Section 743 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“(g) SPECIAL RULES FOR RELATED-PARTY
TRANSACTIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If subsection (b)(1) ap-
plies to an applicable transfer—

‘“(A) any increase to the adjusted basis of
partnership property under subsection (b)(1)
shall not exceed the total gain (determined
without regard to any loss) recognized on
such transfer, and

‘“(B) the adjusted basis of partnership prop-
erty with respect to the transferee partner
immediately after the transfer shall be equal
to the sum of—

‘(i) the adjusted basis of partnership prop-
erty with respect to the transferor partner
immediately before such transfer, plus

‘“(ii) the increase in the adjusted basis of
the partnership property under subsection
(b)(1) by reason of such transfer (determined
after application of subparagraph (A)).

‘“(2) APPLICABLE TRANSFER.—For purposes
of this subsection—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable
transfer’ means any transfer of a partnership
interest if—

‘(i) two or more partners of the partner-
ship are related persons immediately before
or after the transfer, and

‘“(ii) any amount of gain on the transfer is

not recognized under this chapter.
Such term shall not include any transfer of
a partnership interest from a partner to the
partner’s estate or a deemed transfer from a
grantor trust owned by the partner to a trust
that becomes a separate entity for purposes
of this chapter by reason of the partner’s
death.

‘(B) RELATED PERSON.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A), a person shall be treated
as related to another person if they bear a
relationship to such other person described
in section 267(b) (without regard to section
267(c)(3)) or 707(b)(1).”.

(c) APPLICATION OF
PENALTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6662(b) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘“(11) Any related-party partnership dis-
tribution understatement.”.

(2) RULES REGARDING RELATED-PARTY PART-
NERSHIP TRANSACTION UNDERSTATEMENTS.—
Section 6662 of such Code is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

“(m) RELATED-PARTY PARTNERSHIP DIs-
TRIBUTION UNDERSTATEMENT.—

(1) RELATED-PARTY PARTNERSHIP DISTRIBU-
TION UNDERSTATEMENT.—For purposes of this
section, the term ‘related-party partnership
distribution understatement’ means, for any
taxable year, the portion of the understate-
ment for such taxable year which is attrib-
utable to gain recognized under section
731(a)(2) or 731(b)(2).
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‘“(2) INCREASE IN PENALTY.—In the case of
any portion of an underpayment which is at-
tributable to a related-party partnership dis-
tribution understatement, subsection (a)
shall be applied with respect to such portion
by substituting ‘40 percent’ for ‘20 percent’.”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions and transfers occurring after June 17,
2025.

(e) NO INFERENCE.—The amendments made
by this section shall not be construed to cre-
ate any inference with respect to whether
any distribution to which subsection (a)(2) or
(b)(2) of section 731 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (as added by this section) ap-
plies, or any applicable transfer (as defined
in section 743(g2)(2) of such Code, as added by
this section), has economic substance for
purposes of applying the economic substance
doctrine (as defined in section 7701(o) of such
Code).

SA 4479. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE  —PARTNERSHIP REFORMS
SEC. 01. REFERENCE, ETC.

(a) REFERENCE.—Except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, whenever in this title, an
amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of
an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or
other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a section or other pro-
vision of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
SEC. 02. DETERMINATION OF PARTNER’S DIS-

TRIBUTIVE SHARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 704(b) is amended
to read as follows:

‘“(b) DETERMINATION OF
SHARE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), a partner’s distributive share
of income, gain, loss, deduction, or credit (or
item thereof) shall be determined in accord-
ance with the partner’s interest in the part-
nership (determined by taking into account
all facts and circumstances), if—

‘“(A) the partnership agreement does not
provide as to the partner’s distributive share
of income, gain, loss, deduction, or credit (or
item thereof), or

‘(B) the allocation to a partner under the
agreement of income, gain, loss, deduction,
or credit (or item thereof) does not have sub-
stantial economic effect.

‘‘(2) REQUIRED USE OF CONSISTENT PERCENT-
AGE METHOD FOR CERTAIN PARTNERS.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subchapter or by the Secretary,
in the case of any covered partner which is a
partner in a partnership which is a covered
partnership for the taxable year of such part-
nership, such covered partner’s distributive
share of the covered partnership’s applicable
items for such taxable year shall be deter-
mined using the consistent percentage meth-
od.

‘(B) COVERED PARTNER; COVERED PARTNER-
SHIP.—For purposes of this paragraph—

‘(i) COVERED PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘cov-
ered partnership’ means any partnership if,
during any day during the taxable year of
the partnership—

“(I) two or more members of a controlled
group (within the meaning of section 267(f))
own (within the meaning of section 267(e)(3))
50 percent or more of the capital or profits
interests in such partnership, or

“(II) it is a partnership which is specified
by the Secretary in regulations or other
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guidance as being of a type to which this
subparagraph applies in order to prevent the
avoidance of the purposes of this paragraph.

‘‘(ii) COVERED PARTNER.—The term ‘covered
partner’ means—

‘(D in the case of a covered partnership de-
scribed in clause (i)(I), any partner which is
a member of a controlled group described in
such clause or any other partner any owner-
ship interest (other than a de minimis inter-
est) in which is held directly or indirectly by
a member of such a controlled group, and

“(II) in the case of a covered partnership
described in clause (i)(II), any partner which
meets such specifications as prescribed by
the Secretary under the regulations or guid-
ance referred to in such clause.

‘‘(iii) REPORTING RULE.—Each covered part-
nership shall submit to the Secretary, at
such time and in such manner as prescribed
by the Secretary—

““(I) a statement that such partnership is a
covered partnership, and

“(IT) such other information as the Sec-
retary shall require.

¢“(C) CONSISTENT PERCENTAGE METHOD.—For
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘con-
sistent percentage method’ means a method
under which—

‘(i) a covered partner’s distributive share
of any applicable item of a covered partner-
ship bears the same ratio to the aggregate
distributive shares of such item for all cov-
ered partners in such partnership (deter-
mined without regard to this paragraph) as—

““(I) the covered partner’s net equity in the
covered partnership, bears to

‘“(ITI) the net equity of all covered partners
in the covered partnership, and

‘“(ii) the covered partner is allocated the

same share of each applicable item of the
covered partnership.
Clause (i) shall only apply to an applicable
item if it is included in the distributive
share of at least 1 covered partner (deter-
mined without regard to this paragraph).

‘(D) NET EQUITY.—For purposes of this
paragraph—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘net equity’
means, with respect to any covered partner
in a covered partnership, the contributed eq-
uity of such covered partner, properly ad-
justed to take into account any revaluation
event described in subparagraphs (A), (B),
(C), (D), or (F) of subsection (f)(3).

‘“(ii) CONTRIBUTED EQUITY.—The term ‘con-
tributed equity’ means, with respect to any
covered partner in a covered partnership, the
excess of—

“(I) the sum of the value of all property
and money contributed by the covered part-
ner (or any predecessor of such partner) to
the covered partnership plus the amount of
liabilities (within the meaning of section 752)
of the covered partnership that are assumed
by the covered partner (or any predecessor of
such partner), over

“(IT) the sum of the value of all property
and money distributed to the covered part-
ner (or any predecessor of such partner) by
the covered partnership plus the amount of
liabilities (within the meaning of section 752)
of the covered partner (or any predecessor of
such partner) that are assumed by the cov-
ered partnership.

For purposes of this clause, a predecessor of
a partner includes any person treated as
transferring an interest to such partner in a
transaction described in section 707(d)(1)(A).

‘“(E) APPLICABLE ITEMS.—For purposes of
this paragraph, the term ‘applicable item’
means, with respect to any partnership, any
item of income, gain, deduction, loss, or
credit.

‘“(F') CROSS-REFERENCE.—For the treatment
of covered partners in the event of certain
rights or distributions not in accordance
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with the consistent percentage method, see
section 707(d).”.

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN RIGHTS AND DIs-
TRIBUTIONS NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH CON-
SISTENT PERCENTAGE METHOD.—Section 707 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘(d) DEEMED TRANSFERS IN CERTAIN CASES
WHERE CERTAIN RIGHTS DO NOT REFLECT
PARTNERSHIP DISTRIBUTIVE SHARE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a covered partner has
an excess share with respect to any covered
partnership on any applicable date—

‘“(A) such partner shall be treated as hav-
ing received an interest in the partnership in
a transaction between 2 or more partners
acting other than in their capacity as mem-
bers of the partnership, and

‘(B) notwithstanding any other provision
of this chapter—

‘(i) the value of such interest shall be in-
cluded in the gross income of the covered
partner receiving such interest in such
transaction, and

‘“(ii) no deduction or loss shall be allowed
with respect to such transfer to any covered
partner treated as transferring all or a por-
tion of such interest in such transaction.

‘“(2) EXCESS SHARE.—For purposes of this
subsection—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘excess share’
means, with respect to any covered partner,
the amount by which—

‘(i) the covered partner’s interest in part-
nership assets distributable to such covered
partner upon liquidation of the covered part-
nership as of any applicable date, exceeds

‘“(ii) the covered partner’s interest in part-
nership assets, determined as if the amount
distributable upon liquidation to all covered
partners as of such applicable date were dis-
tributable to each covered partner based on
the ratio of—

‘“(I) such covered partner’s net equity (as
defined in section 704(b)(2)(D)) in the covered
partnership on such applicable date, to

‘““(II) the net equity (as so defined) of all
covered partners in the covered partnership
on such applicable date.

‘(B) APPLICABLE DATE.—For purposes of
this paragraph, the term ‘applicable date’
means any of the following:

‘(i) The last day of any taxable year of the
covered partnership.

‘“(ii) The date of any revaluation event (as
defined in section 704(f)).

‘“(3) COVERED PARTNER; COVERED PARTNER-
SHIP.—For purposes of this subsection, the
terms ‘covered partnership’ and ‘covered
partner’ have the meanings give such terms
under section 704(b)(2).

‘“(4) REGULATIONS AND GUIDANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe such regulations and
other guidance as necessary to carry out the
purposes of this subsection, including regula-
tions or other guidance providing exceptions
to the application of paragraph (1) to the ex-
tent such exceptions are consistent with the
purposes of this subsection.”.

(¢) REGULATIONS AND GUIDANCE.—Section
704 is amended by redesignating subsection
(f) as subsection (g) and by inserting after
subsection (e) the following new subsection:

¢“(f) REGULATIONS AND GUIDANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe such regulations and
other guidance as necessary to carry out the
purposes of this section, including regula-
tions or other guidance for the application of
this section to one or more tiers of enti-
ties.”.

(@) REPORTING PENALTIES.—Section
6724(d)(1)(B) is amended by striking ‘“‘or” at
the end of clause (xxviii), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end of clause (xxix) and inserting
“or”’, and by adding at the end the following
new clause:

‘“(xxx) section 704(b)(2)(B)(iii) (relating to
reporting rule for required use of consistent
percentage method), and”.
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(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 168(h)(6)(B)(ii) is amended by
striking ‘‘section 704(b)(2)’ and inserting
“‘section 704(b)(1)(B)”’.

(2) Section 514(c)(9)(E)(1)(II) is amended by
striking ‘‘section 704(b)(2)’ and inserting
“section 704(b)(1)(B)”.

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years of partnerships beginning after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. _ 03. ALLOCATION OF BUILT-IN-GAINS WITH
RESPECT TO CONTRIBUTED PROP-
ERTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 704(c)(1) is amended to read as follows:

““(A) income, gain, loss, and deduction (in-
cluding notional items thereof) with respect
to property contributed to the partnership
by a partner shall be shared among the part-
ners under the remedial method prescribed
by the Secretary so as to take into account
all of the variation between the basis of the
property to the partnership and its fair mar-
ket value at the time of contribution,”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to property
contributed to a partnership after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. _ 04. TREATMENT OF REVALUED PROPERTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 704, as amended
by section _ 02, is amended by redesignating
subsections (f) and (g) as subsections (g) and
(h), respectively, and by inserting after sub-
section (e) the following new subsection:

“(f) REVALUED PROPERTY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary, rules similar to the
rules of paragraphs (1)(A) and (1)(C) of sub-
section (c) shall apply to any property held
by a partnership at the time of a revaluation
event.

‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to any revaluation event which occurs
during a taxable year in which the partner-
ship meets the gross receipts test of section
448(c) unless the partnership elects, at such
time and in such manner as prescribed by
the Secretary, to not have this paragraph
apply.

‘“(3) REVALUATION EVENT.—For purposes of
this subsection, the term ‘revaluation event’
means—

“(A) any disproportionate contribution of
money or other property (other than a de
minimis amount) to the partnership,

‘“(B) any disproportionate distribution of
money or other property (other than a de
minimis amount) by the partnership,

‘(C) any grant of an interest in the part-
nership (other than a de minimis interest) as
consideration for the provision of services,

‘(D) any issuance by the partnership of a
non-compensatory option (other than an op-
tion for a de minimis partnership interest),

“(BE) except as provided by the Secretary,
any agreement to change (other than a de
minimis change) the manner in which the
partners share any item or class of items of
income, gain, loss, deduction, or credit of the
partnership, or

“(F) any other event prescribed by the Sec-
retary.

‘‘(4) APPLICATION TO TIERED ENTITIES.—If—

““(A) a partnership (hereinafter in this
paragraph referred to as the ‘upper-tier part-
nership’) is a partner in another partnership
(hereinafter in this paragraph referred to as
the ‘lower-tier partnership’), and

‘(B) the upper-tier partnership holds more
than 50 percent of the capital or profits in-
terests in the lower-tier partnership,
then a revaluation event with respect to the
upper-tier partnership shall be treated as a
revaluation event with respect to the lower-
tier partnership.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
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(1) Section 168(h)(6) is amended by striking
‘“‘section 704(c)”’ each place it appears in sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) and inserting ‘‘sub-
sections (c) and (f) of section 704”".

(2) Section 514(c)(9)(E)(i) is amended by
striking ‘‘section 704(c)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
sections (c) and (f) of section 704”".

(3) Section 613A(c)(7)(D) is amended by in-
serting after the fourth sentence the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘“In the case of any re-
valuation event (as defined in section 704(f)),
section 704(f) shall apply in determining such
share.”.

(4) Section 743(b) is amended by inserting
after the third sentence the following new
sentence: “In the case of any revaluation
event (as defined in section 704(f)) which oc-
curs before such transfer, section 704(f) shall
apply in determining such share.”.

(5) Section 897(k)(4)(C) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 704(c)”’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘subsections (c) and (f) of section
704>,

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to revalu-
ation events (as defined in section 704(f)(2) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as added
by this section) occurring after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 05. REPEAL OF TIME LIMITATION ON TAX-
ING PRECONTRIBUTION GAIN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 704(c)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘within
7 years of being contributed’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph
(1) of section 737(b) is amended by striking
“within 7 years of the distribution”.

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to property
contributed to a partnership after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. _ 06. REPEAL OF RULES RELATING TO CER-
TAIN LIQUIDATING DISTRIBUTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart B of part II of
subchapter K of chapter 1 is amended by
striking section 736 (and by striking the item
relating to such section in the table of sec-
tions for such subpart).

(b) RETIRED PARTNERS AND SUCCESSORS IN
INTEREST OF DECEASED PARTNERS TREATED
AS PARTNERS UNTIL LIQUIDATION.—Section
761(d) is amended by adding at the end the
following: ‘‘For purposes of this subchapter,
any retired partner or any deceased partner’s
successor in interest shall be treated as a
partner until the complete liquidation of
such retired partner’s or successor’s interest
in the partnership.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 357(c)(3)(A) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘payment of which either—’’ and all that
follows through ‘‘then, for purposes of”’ and
inserting ‘“‘payment of which would give rise
to a deduction, then, for purposes of”’.

(2) Section 731(d) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 736 (relating to
payments to a retiring partner or a deceased
partner’s successor in interest),”, and

(B) by striking ‘‘items), and’’ and inserting
“items) and”.

(3) Section 751(b)(2) is amended to read as
follows:

‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to a distribution of property which the
distributee contributed to the partnership.”.

(4)(A) Section 753 is amended by striking
“The amount includible’ and all that follows
and inserting ‘‘For treatment of income in
respect of a decedent, see section 691.”

(B) Section 691 is amended by striking sub-
section (e).

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to partners
retiring or dying after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.
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SEC. _ 08. ELIMINATION OF PREFORMATION EX-
PENDITURE EXCEPTION TO PART-
NERSHIP TRANSACTION RULES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 707(a)(2)(B) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence: ‘‘For purposes of the preceding
sentence, a transfer of money or other prop-
erty by a partnership to a partner or by a
partner to a partnership will not fail to be
characterized as part of a sale or exchange of
property because such transfer is made to re-
imburse the partner or partnership for an ex-
penditure chargeable to capital account (de-
termined without regard to any election
under this chapter).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by
this section shall apply to property trans-
ferred after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(2) BINDING CONTRACT EXCEPTION.—The
amendment made by subsection (a) shall not
apply to a transfer of property described in
section 707(a)(2)(B)(i) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 if such transfer is pursuant to a
written binding contract in effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act, and at all
times thereafter before the transfer.

SEC. 09. PARTNERSHIP TERMINATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 708(b)(1) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘by any of its partners’ and
inserting ‘‘by any of its historic partners (or
any related person to any of its partners)”,
and

(2) by adding at the end the following sen-
tence: ‘‘For purposes of the preceding sen-
tence, a person is a related person to another
person if the relationship between such per-
sons would result in a disallowance of losses
under section 267 or 707(b).”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(c) No INFERENCE.—Nothing in this section
or the amendments made by this section
shall be construed to create any inference
with respect to the proper treatment under
section 708(b) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 with respect to the activities of per-
sons related (as determined under the last
sentence of section 708(b)(1) of such Code, as
added by subsection (a)) to partners for tax-
able years beginning on or before the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. _ 10. REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT THAT IN-
VENTORY BE SUBSTANTIALLY AP-
PRECIATED IN CERTAIN PARTNER-
SHIP DISTRIBUTIONS TREATED AS
SALE OR EXCHANGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section
751(b)(1)(A) is amended by striking ‘‘which
have appreciated substantially in value’’.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
751(b) is amended by striking paragraph (3).

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 11. TREATMENT OF PARTNERSHIP DEBT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 752 is amended by
adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘‘(e) TREATMENT AND ALLOCATION OF PART-
NERSHIP LIABILITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2) or by the Secretary, all liabil-
ities of a partnership shall be allocated
among partners in accordance with each
partner’s share of partnership profits.

‘“(2) EXCEPTION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to bona fide indebtedness of the part-
nership to a partner or to any related person
to a partner. For purposes of the preceding
sentence, a person is a related person to an-
other person if the relationship between such
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persons would result in a disallowance of
losses under section 267 or 707(b).

‘(B) NONAPPLICATION TO GUARANTEES.—
Subparagraph (A) shall not apply to any
guarantee or similar arrangement.

“(3) REGULATIONS AND OTHER GUIDANCE.—
The Secretary shall prescribe such regula-
tions and other guidance as necessary to
carry out the purposes of this subsection, in-
cluding regulations or other guidance with
respect to arrangements that are similar to

guarantees for purposes of paragraph
2)(B).”.
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment

made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2026.

(c) TREATMENT OF GAIN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxpayer
which recognizes gain by reason of the appli-
cation of the amendments made by sub-
section (a) with respect to its first taxable
year beginning after December 31, 2026, such
taxpayer may elect to pay the net tax liabil-
ity under this subsection in 6 equal annual
installments over the 6-taxable year period
beginning with the first taxable year begin-
ning after December 31, 2026.

(2) DATE FOR PAYMENT OF INSTALLMENTS.—
If an election is made under paragraph (1),
the first installment shall be paid on the due
date (determined without regard to any ex-
tension of time for filing the return) for the
return of tax for the taxable year described
in paragraph (1)) and each succeeding install-
ment shall be paid on the due date (as so de-
termined) for the return of tax for the tax-
able year following the taxable year with re-
spect to which the preceding installment was
made.

(3) ACCELERATION OF PAYMENT.—If there is
an addition to tax for failure to timely pay
any installment required under this sub-
section, a liquidation or sale of substantially
all the assets of the taxpayer (including in a
title 11 or similar case), a cessation of busi-
ness by the taxpayer, or any similar cir-
cumstance, then the unpaid portion of all re-
maining installments shall be due on the
date of such event (or in the case of a title
11 or similar case, the day before the petition
is filed). The preceding sentence shall not
apply to the sale of substantially all the as-
sets of a taxpayer to a buyer if such buyer
enters into an agreement with the Secretary
under which such buyer is liable for the re-
maining installments due under this sub-
section in the same manner as if such buyer
were the taxpayer.

(4) PRORATION OF DEFICIENCY TO INSTALL-
MENTS.—If an election is made under para-
graph (1) to pay the net tax liability under
this subsection in installments and a defi-
ciency has been assessed with respect to such
net tax liability, the deficiency shall be pro-
rated to the installments payable under
paragraph (1). The part of the deficiency so
prorated to any installment the date for pay-
ment of which has not arrived shall be col-
lected at the same time as, and as a part of,
such installment. The part of the deficiency
so prorated to any installment the date for
payment of which has arrived shall be paid
upon notice and demand from the Secretary.
This subsection shall not apply if the defi-
ciency is due to negligence, to intentional
disregard of rules and regulations, or to
fraud with intent to evade tax.

(5) ELECTION.—Any election under para-
graph (1) shall be made not later than the
due date for the return of tax for the first
taxable year beginning after December 31,
2026 and shall be made in such manner as the
Secretary shall provide.

(6) NET TAX LIABILITY UNDER THIS SUB-
SECTION.—For purposes of this subsection—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The net tax liability
under this subsection with respect to any
taxpayer is the excess (if any) of—



March 18, 2026

(i) such taxpayer’s net income tax for the
taxable year beginning after December 31,
2026, over

(ii) such taxpayer’s net income tax for such
taxable year determined without regard to
any amount included in gross income by rea-
son of the amendments made by subsection
(a).

(B) NET INCOME TAX.—The term ‘‘net in-
come tax’ means the regular tax liability (as
defined in section 26 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986) reduced by the credits allowed
under subparts A, B, and D of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 of such Code.

(7) INSTALLMENTS NOT TO PREVENT CREDIT
OR REFUND OF OVERPAYMENTS OR INCREASE ES-
TIMATED TAXES.—If an election is made under
paragraph (1) to pay the net tax liability
under this subsection in installments—

(A) no installment of such net tax liability
shall—

(i) in the case of a request for credit or re-
fund, be taken into account as a liability for
purposes of determining whether an overpay-
ment exists for purposes of section 6402 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 before the
date on which such installment is due, or

(ii) for purposes of sections 6425, 6654, and
6655 of such Code, be treated as a tax im-
posed by section 1 of such Code, section 11 of
such Code, or subchapter L of chapter 1 of
such Code, and

(B) the first sentence of section 6403 of
such Code shall not apply with respect to
any such installment.

SEC. _ 12. ADJUSTMENTS TO BASIS OF PARTNER-
SHIP PROPERTY.

(a) SECTION 754 ELECTIONS LIMITED TO
QUALIFIED SMALL BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS.—
Section 754 is amended—

(1) by striking “If a partnership files an
election’ and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—If a partnership which is
a qualified small business partnership files
an election”,

(2) by inserting ‘“‘with respect to which
such partnership is a qualified small business
partnership” after ‘‘all subsequent taxable
years’, and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(b) QUALIFIED SMALL BUSINESS PARTNER-
SHIP.—For purposes of this section—

(1 IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified
small business partnership’ means, with re-
spect to any taxable year, any partnership
which meets the gross receipts test under
section 448(c) (determined with the modifica-
tion described in paragraph (3)) for such tax-
able year.

¢“(2) EXCEPTION NOT TO APPLY TO PARTNER-
SHIPS PREVIOUSLY FAILING TEST OR TAX SHEL-
TERS.—

““(A) PARTNERSHIPS FAILING TEST DISQUALI-
FIED PROSPECTIVELY.—If a partnership fails
to meet the gross receipts test described in
paragraph (1) for any taxable year which be-
gins after the date of the enactment of this
subsection, paragraph (1) shall not apply to
such partnership (or any successor) for such
taxable year or any succeeding taxable year.

“(B) TAX SHELTERS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to a tax shelter prohibited from using
the cash receipts and disbursements method
of accounting under section 448(a)(3).

“(ii) SPECIAL RULES FOR SYNDICATES.—
Clause (i) shall not apply to any syndicate
(within the meaning of section 1256(e)(3)(B)).

‘“(3) MODIFICATION.—In applying section
52(b) to section 448(c)(2) for purposes of this
subsection, the term ‘trade or business’ shall
include any activity treated as a trade or
business under paragraph (5) or (6) of section
469(c) (determined without regard to the
phrase ‘To the extent provided in regula-
tions’ in such paragraph (6)).”.
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(b) ADJUSTMENTS IN THE CASE OF TRANSFER
OF PARTNERSHIP INTERESTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 743 is amended—

(A) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—

‘(1) ADJUSTMENTS REQUIRED.—Except as
provided in paragraph (2), in the case of a
transfer of an interest in a partnership by
sale or exchange or upon the death of a part-
ner, the basis of partnership property shall
be adjusted as provided in subsection (b).

‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR QUALIFIED SMALL BUSI-
NESS PARTNERSHIPS.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to a qualified small business partner-
ship (as defined in section 754(b)) if—

‘“(A) the election provided by section 754
(relating to optional adjustment to basis of
partnership property) is not in effect with re-
spect to such partnership, and

‘(B) in the case of a transfer, the partner-
ship does not have a substantial built-in loss
immediately after such transfer.”’, and

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘“‘with re-
spect to which the election provided in sec-
tion 754 is in effect or which has a substan-
tial built-in loss immediately after such
transfer’” and inserting ‘‘a partnership which
is required to adjust the basis of partnership
property under subsection (a)’’.

(2) REPORTING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 6050K is amend-
ed—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘described
in section 751(a)”’,

(ii) in subsection (c)(1), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘, the amount
received, and such other information as the
Secretary may require. Such notification
shall be furnished at such time and in such
manner as the Secretary may require.”’, and

(iii) in the heading, by striking ‘‘CERTAIN’’.

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The item re-
lating to section 6050K in the table of sec-
tions for subpart B of part III of subchapter
A of chapter 61 is amended by striking ‘‘cer-
tain’’.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 732(d) is amended by striking
‘‘his interest’ and inserting ‘‘an interest in a
qualified small business partnership (as de-
fined in section 743(f))”.

(B)(i) The heading for section 743 is amend-
ed to read as follows: ‘‘ADJUSTMENT TO BASIS
OF PARTNERSHIP PROPERTY"’.

(ii) Section 761(e)(2) is amended by striking
‘“‘optional”’.

(iii) The item relating to section 743 in the
table of sections for subpart C of part II of
subchapter K of chapter 1 is amended to read
as follows:

‘“Sec. T43. Adjustment to basis of partner-
ship property.”’.

(c) ADJUSTMENTS TO BASIS OF UNDISTRIB-
UTED PARTNERSHIP PROPERTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 734 is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (b)
through (e) as subsections (c¢) through (f), re-
spectively, and

(B) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘“‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—

‘(1) MANDATORY ADJUSTMENT.—Except as
provided in paragraph (2), in the case of a
distribution to a partner, the partnership
shall adjust the basis of partnership property
in accordance with subsection (b).

‘(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR QUALIFIED SMALL
BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS.—In the case of a dis-
tribution to a partner by a qualified small
business partnership (as defined in section
754(b))—

‘“(A) if there is an election provided in sec-
tion 754 in effect with respect to such part-
nership or if there is a substantial basis re-
duction with respect to such distribution,
the partnership shall adjust the basis of
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partnership property in accordance with sub-
section (c), and

‘(B) if subparagraph (A) does not apply, no
adjustment shall be made to the basis of
partnership property as the result of such
distribution.

*“(b) GENERAL METHOD OF ADJUSTMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any dis-
tribution to a partner to which subsection
(a)(1) applies, the partnership shall adjust
the basis of partnership property such that
each remaining partner’s net liquidation
amount immediately after such distribution
is equal to such partner’s net liquidation
amount immediately before such distribu-
tion. For purposes of the preceding sentence,
a partner’s net liquidation amount imme-
diately before a distribution shall be cal-
culated after taking into account any adjust-
ment to the basis of property required by
section 704(c)(1)(B) or 737 with respect to
such distribution.

¢“(2) DISTRIBUTIONS OTHER THAN IN LIQUIDA-
TION OF A PARTNER’S INTEREST.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any dis-
tribution to a partner other than in liquida-
tion of such partner’s interest, proper adjust-
ment shall be made under paragraph (1) with
respect to such partner to take into ac-
count—

‘(i) the amount of any gain recognized by
such partner with respect to such distribu-
tion under section 731(a), and

‘“(ii) the amount of any gain or loss which
would be recognized by such partner if such
partner sold the property distributed at fair
market value immediately after such dis-
tribution.

‘“(B) REPORTING.—The Secretary may re-
quire such reporting as necessary to carry
out this subsection.

“(3) NET LIQUIDATION AMOUNT.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘net lig-
uidation amount’ means, with respect to any
partner, the net amount of gain or loss (if
any) which would be taken into account (in-
cluding gain or loss that would be taken into
account by reason of subsections (c)(1)(A),
(¢)(1)(C), or (£f)(1) of section 704) by the part-
ner if the partnership sold all of its assets at
fair market value (and no other amounts
were taken into account under such sec-
tion).”’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 734(c), as redesignated by para-
graph (1), is amended by striking ‘‘by a part-
nership with respect to which the election
provided in section 754 is in effect or with re-
spect to which there is a substantial basis re-
duction” and inserting ‘‘by a partnership to
which subsection (a)(2)(A) applies”.

(B) Section 734(d), as redesignated by para-
graph (1), is amended by striking ‘‘subsection
(b)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (b) or (c)”’.

(C) Section 755 is amended—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘section
734(b) (relating to optional adjustment to the
basis of undistributed partnership property)”’
and inserting ‘‘subsection (b) or (c) of section
734 (relating to adjustment to basis of undis-
tributed partnership property)”’, and

(ii) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘section
734(b)” and inserting ‘‘subsection [(b) or] (¢)
of section 734",

(D)(1) The heading for section 734 is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘WHERE SECTION 754 ELECTION
OR SUBSTANTIAL BASIS REDUCTION’’.

(ii) The item relating to section 734 in the
table of sections for subpart B of part II of
subchapter K of chapter 1 is amended by
striking ‘‘where section 754 election or sub-
stantial basis reduction”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions after the date of the enactment of this
Act.
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SEC. _13. APPLICATION OF NET INVESTMENT IN-
COME TAX TO TRADE OR BUSINESS
INCOME OF CERTAIN HIGH INCOME
INDIVIDUALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1411 is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(f) APPLICATION TO CERTAIN HIGH INCOME
INDIVIDUALS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any indi-
vidual whose modified adjusted gross income
for the taxable year exceeds the high income
threshold amount, subsection (a)(1) shall be
applied by substituting ‘the greater of speci-
fied net income or net investment income’
for ‘net investment income’ in subparagraph
(A) thereof.

‘“(2) PHASE-IN OF INCREASE.—The increase
in the tax imposed under subsection (a)(1) by
reason of the application of paragraph (1) of
this subsection shall not exceed the amount
which bears the same ratio to the amount of
such increase (determined without regard to
this paragraph) as—

‘“(A) the excess described in paragraph (1),
bears to

“(B) $100,000 (2 such amount in the case of
a married taxpayer (as defined in section
7703) filing a separate return).

‘“(3) HIGH INCOME THRESHOLD AMOUNT.—For
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘high
income threshold amount’ means—

““(A) except as provided in subparagraph
(B) or (C), $400,000,

‘““(B) in the case of a taxpayer making a
joint return under section 6013 or a surviving
spouse (as defined in section 2(a)), $500,000,
and

‘(C) in the case of a married taxpayer (as
defined in section 7703) filing a separate re-
turn, Y2 of the dollar amount determined
under subparagraph (B).

‘“(4) SPECIFIED NET INCOME.—For purposes
of this section, the term ‘specified net in-
come’ means net investment income deter-
mined—

‘““(A) without regard to the phrase ‘other
than such income which is derived in the or-
dinary course of a trade or business not de-

scribed in paragraph (2), in subsection
(e)(D(AXD),
‘(B) without regard to the phrase ‘de-
scribed in paragraph (2)° in subsection
(©)(D)(A)({D),

‘(C) without regard to the phrase ‘other
than property held in a trade or business not
described in paragraph (2)’ in subsection
(e)(D)(A)(id),

‘(D) without regard to paragraphs (2), (3),
and (4) of subsection (c), and

‘“(E) by treating paragraphs (b) and (6) of
section 469(c) (determined without regard to
the phrase ‘To the extent provided in regula-
tions,’” in such paragraph (6)) as applying for
purposes of subsection (c) of this section.”.

(b) APPLICATION TO TRUSTS AND ESTATES.—
Section 1411(a)(2)(A) is amended by striking
“undistributed net investment income’ and
inserting ‘‘the greater of undistributed speci-
fied net income or undistributed net invest-
ment income”’.

(c) CLARIFICATIONS WITH RESPECT TO DE-
TERMINATION OF NET INVESTMENT INCOME.—

(1) CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS.—Section 1411(c)(6)
is amended to read as follows:

‘“(6) SPECIAL RULES.—Net investment in-
come shall not include—

“‘(A) any item taken into account in deter-
mining self-employment income for such
taxable year on which a tax is imposed by
section 1401(b),

‘“(B) wages received with respect to em-
ployment on which a tax is imposed under
section 3101(b) (determined without regard to
section 3101(c)) or 3201(a) (including amounts
taken into account under section 3121(v)(2)),
and
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‘“(C) wages received from the performance
of services earned outside the United States
for a foreign employer.”.

(2) NET OPERATING LOSSES NOT TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT.—Section 1411(c)(1)(B) is amended
by inserting ‘‘(other than section 172)"’ after
“this subtitle.

(3) INCLUSION OF CERTAIN FOREIGN INCOME.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1411(c)(1)(A) is
amended by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of
clause (ii), by striking ‘‘over’ at the end of
clause (iii) and inserting ‘“‘and’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new clause:

‘“(iv) any amount includible in gross in-
come under section 951, 951A, 1293, or 1296,
over’’.

(B) PROPER TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PRE-
VIOUSLY TAXED INCOME.—Section 1411(c) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

“(7) CERTAIN PREVIOUSLY TAXED INCOME.—
The Secretary shall issue regulations or
other guidance providing for the treatment
of—

‘“(A) distributions of amounts previously
included in gross income for purposes of
chapter 1 but not previously subject to tax
under this section, and

‘(B) distributions described
962(d).”".

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(e) TRANSITION RULE.—The regulations or
other guidance issued by the Secretary under
section 1411(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (as added by this section) shall
include provisions which provide for the
proper coordination and application of
clauses (i) and (iv) of section 1411(c)(1)(A)
with respect to—

(1) taxable years beginning on or before the
date of the enactment of this Act, and

(2) taxable years beginning after such date.
SEC. 14. RECOGNITION OF GAIN ON TRANSFERS

TO SWAP FUNDS.

(a) INTERESTS SIMILAR TO PREFERRED
STOCK TREATED AS STOCK.—Clause (vi) of sec-
tion 351(e)(1)(B) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘“(vi) except as otherwise provided in regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary—

‘“(I) any interest in an entity if the return
on such interest is limited and preferred, and

‘“(IT) interests (not described in subclause
(I)) in any entity if substantially all of the
assets of such entity consist (directly or in-
directly) of any assets described in subclause
(I), any preceding clause, or clause (viii).”.

(b) CERTAIN TRANSFERS DEEMED TO BE TO
INVESTMENT COMPANIES.—Subsection (e) of
section 351 is amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

¢“(3) TRANSFERS OF MARKETABLE SECURITIES
TO CERTAIN CORPORATIONS.—A transfer of
property to a corporation if—

‘“(A) such property is marketable securi-
ties (as defined in section 731(c)(2)), and

‘“(B) such corporation—

‘(i) is registered under the Investment
Company Act of 1940 as an investment com-
pany, or is exempt from registration as a in-
vestment company under section 3(c)(7) of
such Act because interests in such corpora-
tion are offered to qualified purchasers with-
in the meaning of section 2(a)(51) of such
Act, or

‘“(ii) allows persons who have blocks of
marketable securities with significant unre-
alized appreciation to diversify those hold-
ings.”’.

(¢c) TRANSFERS TO PARTNERSHIPS.—Sub-
section (b) of section 721 is amended to read
as follows:

“(b) SPECIAL RULE.—Subsection (a) shall
not apply to gain realized on a transfer of
property to a partnership if, were the part-
nership incorporated—

in section
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‘(1) such partnership would be treated as
an investment company (within the meaning
of section 351), or

“(2) section 351 would not apply to such
transfer by reason of section 351(e)(3).”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to transfers
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 15. MODIFICATIONS TO TREATMENT OF

CERTAIN LOSSES.

(a) LOSSES FROM CERTAIN CAPITAL ASSETS
WHICH BECOME WORTHLESS.—

(1) WHEN TREATED AS LOSS.—Section
165(g)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘on the last
day of the taxable year’” and inserting ‘‘at
the time of the identifiable event estab-
lishing worthlessness’.

(2) TREATMENT OF PARTNERSHIP INDEBTED-
NESS.—Section 165(2)(2)(C) is amended by in-
serting ¢, by a partnership,” after ‘‘by a cor-
poration”.

(3) TREATMENT OF ABANDONMENT.—Section
165(g) is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘(4) TREATMENT OF ABANDONMENT.—For
purposes of this subsection and subsection
(m), abandonment shall be treated as an
identifiable event establishing worthless-
ness.”.

(4) TREATMENT OF PARTNERSHIP INTEREST.—
Section 165 is amended by redesignating sub-
section (m) as subsection (n) and by insert-
ing after subsection (1) the following new
subsection:

“(m) WORTHLESS PARTNERSHIP INTEREST.—
If any interest in a partnership becomes
worthless during the taxable year, the loss
resulting therefrom shall, for purposes of
this subtitle, be treated as a loss from the
sale or exchange of the interest in the part-
nership at the time of the identifiable event
establishing worthlessness.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to losses
arising in taxable years beginning after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. _ 16. CODIFICATION OF ANTI-ABUSE RULE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 701 is amended—
(1) by striking ‘A partnership’’ and insert-

ing the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A partnership’’, and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘““(b) REGULATIONS.—Under regulations es-
tablished by the Secretary, in the case of a
transaction involving a partnership, the Sec-
retary may recast, disregard, or otherwise
modify such transaction for purposes of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 so that—

‘(1) the tax consequences to each partner
and the partnership reflect the partners’ eco-
nomic agreement and clearly reflect the
partners’ income,

‘(2) the form of such transaction is con-
sistent with it substance, and

‘(3) there is a substantial purpose (apart
from Federal income tax effects) for entering
into such transaction.”.

(b) NO INFERENCE.—Nothing in this section
or the amendments made by this section
shall be construed to create any inference
with respect to the authority of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury (or the Secretary’s
delegate) to regulate transactions described
in section 701(b) of the Internal Revenue
Code (as added by subsection (a)) without re-
gard to the provisions of such section.

SA 4480. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
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SEC. 4. LOSS OF NATIONALITY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Enemies Expatriation Act”.

(b) AMENDMENT.—Section 349(a) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act ( 8 U.S.C.
1481(a)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘shall lose his nationality by
voluntarily performing any of the following
acts with the intention of relinquishing
United States nationality—’ and inserting
‘‘shall lose his or her nationality by volun-
tarily, with the intent of relinquishing his or
her United States nationality—"’;

(2) by striking ‘‘; or’’ each place it appears
except for paragraph (4)(A) and inserting a
semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(8) engaging in, or purposefully and mate-
rially supporting, hostilities against the
United States; or

‘“(9) becoming a member of, or purposefully
and materially supporting, an organization
designated under section 219(a).”’.

SA 4481. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. OBSTRUCTION OF IMMIGRATION
LAWS BY OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 93 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§1925. Obstruction of immigration laws by
official interference

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘(1) the term ‘criminal alien’ means an
alien (as defined in section 101(a) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1001(a))) who has been charged with or con-
victed of a crime under Federal or State law;

‘“(2) the terms ‘Federal sex offense’ and
‘minor’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 3559(e)(2);

‘(3) the term ‘immigration laws’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101(a) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(a));

‘“(4) the term ‘reasonable advance notice’,
with respect to the release of a criminal
alien, means notice regarding the scheduled
release date and time of the criminal alien
that is provided as early as practicable and,
unless impossible, at least 48 hours prior to
release;

‘“(6) the term ‘responsible executive offi-
cial’, with respect to a law, regulation, pol-
icy, practice, or action, means the most sen-
ior executive official of a State or unit of
government charged with overseeing execu-
tion of the law, regulation, policy, practice,
or action.

‘(6) the term ‘serious violent felony’ has
the meaning given that term in section
3559(c)(2);

“(7) the terms ‘State’ and ‘unit of local
government’ have the meanings given such
terms in section 901(a) of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34
U.S.C. 10251(a)); and

‘(8) the term ‘State sex offense’ means a
State or Military sex offense (as defined in
section 3559(e)(2)) that is an offense under
State law.

““(b) PROHIBITED CONDUCT.—It shall be un-
lawful for any responsible executive official
of a State or unit of local government, act-
ing under color of law, to knowingly pro-
hibit, limit, or restrict compliance with any
formal request under the immigration laws
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by the Department of Homeland Security for
reasonable advance notice regarding the re-
lease of a criminal alien, including through
establishing, directing, implementing, or en-
forcing any pertinent law, regulation, policy,
practice, or action.

““(c) PENALTIES.—A
subsection (b)—

‘(1) if the violation results in the release
from custody of a criminal alien who has
been charged with or convicted of an offense
consisting of murder, rape, or a Federal sex
offense or State sex offense against a minor,
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for
not less than 10 years and not more than 25
years, or both;

‘“(2) if the violation results in the release
from custody of a criminal alien who has
been charged with or convicted of an offense
that is a serious violent felony, shall be fined
under this title, imprisoned for not less than
5 years and not more than 10 years, or both;
or

“(3) if the violation results in the release
from custody of a criminal alien who has
been charged with or convicted of any other
Federal or State criminal offense, shall be
fined under this title, imprisoned for not less
than 30 days and not more than 6 months, or
both.”.

(b) SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.—If any provision
of this section, an amendment made by this
section, or the application of such a provi-
sion or amendment to any particular person
or circumstance is held invalid, the remain-
ing provisions of this section and the amend-
ments made by this section, and the applica-
tion of such remaining provisions and
amendments to any other person or cir-
cumstance, shall not be affected thereby.

(¢c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 93 of
title 18, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:
€1925. Obstruction of immigration laws by

official interference.”’.

SA 4482, Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR IM-

MIGRATION ENFORCEMENT PER-
SONNEL.

(a) SHORT TITLES.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Immigration Enforcement
Identification Safety Act of 2025 or the
“IEIS Act”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’ means an
Executive agency (as defined in section 105 of
title 5, United States Code).

(2) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term
ered employee’” means—

(A) a covered immigration officer (as de-
fined in section 236(g)(1)(A) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, as amended by
subsection (c)), whose official duties put the
covered employee at greater risk of being
the target of a threat, intimidation, harass-
ment, stalking, or a similar action;

(B) a spouse, child, or parent of an officer
described in subparagraph (A); and

(C) any other familial relative of such em-
ployee who has the same permanent resi-
dence as such officer.

3) PRIVACY-ENHANCING SERVICES.—The
term ‘‘privacy-enhancing services” means
any software or hardware solution, technical
process, technique, or other technological
means of mitigating privacy risks arising
from data processing, including by elimi-
nating, reducing, or suppressing personal in-

person who violates

“‘cov-
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formation, including restricted personal in-
formation (as defined in section 119(b)(1) of
title 18, United States Code).

(¢) IN GENERAL.—Section 236 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1226) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(g) IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR IM-
MIGRATION ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) COVERED IMMIGRATION OFFICER.—The
term ‘covered immigration officer’ means—

‘(i) any officer, agent, or employee of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection;

‘‘(ii) any officer, agent, or employee of U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement; and

‘“(iii) any officer, agent, or individual au-
thorized, deputized, or designated under Fed-
eral law, regulation, or agreement to per-
form immigration enforcement functions, in-
cluding pursuant to section 287(g) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1357(g)) or any other delegation or agreement
with the Department of Homeland Security.

“(B) IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT FUNC-
TION.—The term ‘immigration enforcement
function’—

‘(i) means any activity that involves the
direct exercise of Federal immigration en-
forcement through public-facing actions, in-
cluding a patrol, stop, arrest, search, inter-
view to determine immigration status, raid,
checkpoint, or the service of a judicial or ad-
ministrative warrant; and

‘‘(ii) does not include any covert, nonpublic
operation.

‘(2) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (3), any covered immigration offi-
cer who is conducting an immigration en-
forcement function and any Federal or non-
Federal law enforcement officer who is pro-
viding direct support to such immigration
enforcement function shall visibly display—

‘““(A) such covered immigration officer’s
last name and another individual identifier
that is unique to such individual;

‘(B) the name of the Federal law enforce-
ment entity or other organization employing
such covered immigration officer; and

‘(C) the face of such covered immigration
officer.

‘(3) EXCEPTION.—The requirement under
paragraph (2) shall not apply to individuals
referred to in such paragraph who—

“(A) are engaged in investigative activity
involving the use of an assumed name or
cover identity;

‘(B) are engaged in planned tactical oper-
ations (such as high-risk situations, respond-
ing to hostage incidents, terrorism response,
narcotics raids, hazardous surveillance, snip-
er incidents, armed suicidal persons, barri-
caded suspects, high-risk felony warrant
service, fugitives refusing to surrender, and
active shooter incidents) by specifically
trained law enforcement personnel to a high-
risk situation that requires the application
of specialized lifesaving tools, tactics, and
capabilities which exceed those immediately
available to the officer or agent of the De-
partment of Homeland Security who is con-
ducting an immigration enforcement func-
tion and any Federal or non-Federal law en-
forcement officer who is providing direct
support to such immigration enforcement
function in the regular performance of the
officer’s or agent’s official duties; or

‘“(C) are engaged in a law enforcement
function that necessitate the use of face cov-
erings, as required under section 1960.10(b) of
title 29, Code of Federal Regulations.”’.

(d) REIMBURSEMENTS RELATING TO INTER-
NET DATA PRIVACY SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, amounts appropriated
by any Act for fiscal year 2026, or for any fis-
cal year thereafter, for salaries and expenses
of an agency may be used by such agency to
reimburse a covered employee employed by
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that agency for not more than 100 percent of
the costs incurred by the covered employee
for privacy-enhancing services.

(2) DOCUMENTATION.—Any reimbursement
to a covered employee authorized under
paragraph (1) shall be contingent upon the
submission by the covered employee of such
information or documentation as the agency
employing the covered employee may rea-
sonably require.

(e) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to prohibit,
restrain, or limit—

(1) the lawful investigation or reporting by
the press of any unlawful activity or mis-
conduct alleged to have been committed by a
covered employee;

(2) the lawful disclosure of information re-
lating to a covered employee or the imme-
diate family of a covered employee regarding
matters of public concern; or

(3) information that the covered employee
or the employer of the covered employee vol-
untarily publishes on the internet after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 4483. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF UNITED
STATES CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED TO
OBTAIN FEDERAL FIREARMS LI-
CENSE.

Section 923(d)(1) of title 18, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (G) as subparagraphs (C) through
(H), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following:

‘“(B) the applicant presents documentary
proof of United States citizenship, as defined
in section 3 of the National Voter Registra-
tion Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20502);".

SA 4484. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF UNITED
STATES CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED
FOR PURCHASE OF .50 CALIBER AM-
MUNITION.

Section 922 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“‘(aa) DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF UNITED
STATES CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED FOR PURCHASE
OF .50 CALIBER AMMUNITION.—It shall be un-
lawful for any person to sell or otherwise dis-
pose of .50 caliber ammunition to any indi-
vidual unless the individual presents docu-
mentary proof of United States citizenship,
as defined in section 3 of the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20502).”.

SA 4485. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . FAIR HOUSING IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2026.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Fair Housing Improvement Act
of 2026”’.

(b) PROHIBITING HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
BASED ON SOURCE OF INCOME, VETERAN STA-
TUS, OR MILITARY STATUS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Fair Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) is amended—

(A) in section 802 (42 U.S.C. 3602), by adding
at the end the following:

“(p) ‘Military status’ means the status of a
person as a member of the uniformed serv-
ices, as defined in section 101 of title 10,
United States Code.

‘“(q) ‘Source of income’ includes—

‘(1) a housing voucher under section 8 of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437f) and any form of Federal, State,
or local housing assistance provided to a per-
son or family or provided to a housing owner
on behalf of a person or family, including—

‘“(A) rental vouchers;

‘(B) rental assistance;

‘(C) rental subsidies from mnongovern-
mental organizations; and

‘(D) homeownership subsidies;

‘“(2) income received as a monthly benefit
under title II of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 401 et seq.), as a supplemental secu-
rity income benefit under title XVI of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.),
or as a benefit under the Railroad Retire-
ment Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231 et seq.), in-
cluding any such benefit to which the indi-
vidual is entitled for which payment is made
to a representative payee;

‘“(3) income received by court order, in-
cluding spousal support and child support;

‘“(4) any payment from a trust, guardian,
conservator, cosigner, or relative; and

“(5) any other lawful source of income or
funds, including savings accounts and invest-
ments.

“(r) ‘Veteran status’ means the status of a
person as a former member of the Armed
Forces.”’;

(B) in section 804 (42 U.S.C. 3604)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘source of income, veteran
status, military status,” after ‘‘familial sta-
tus,” each place that term appears; and

(ii) in subsection (f), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(10) Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to prohibit any entity from providing
or otherwise making available any services
or other assistance to individuals receiving
Federal, State or local housing assistance.”’;

(C) in section 805 (42 U.S.C. 3605)—

(i) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘source
of income, veteran status, military status,”
after ‘‘familial status,’”’; and

(ii) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘‘source
of income, veteran status, military status,”
after ‘‘handicap,”’;

(D) in section 806 (42 U.S.C. 3606), by insert-
ing ‘‘source of income, veteran status, mili-
tary status,” after ‘‘familial status,”’;

(E) in section 808(e)(6) (42 U.S.C. 3608(e)(6)),
by inserting ‘‘source of income, veteran sta-
tus, military status,” after ‘‘handicap,”; and

(F) in section 810(f) (42 U.S.C. 3610(f)), by
striking paragraph (4) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) During the period beginning on the
date of enactment of the Fair Housing Im-
provement Act of 2026 and ending on the date
that is 40 months after such date of enact-
ment, each agency certified for purposes of
this title on the day before such date of en-
actment shall, for purposes of this sub-
section, be considered certified under this
subsection with respect to those matters for
which the agency was certified on that date.
If the Secretary determines in an individual
case that an agency has not been able to
meet the certification requirements within
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this 40-month period due to exceptional cir-
cumstances, such as the infrequency of legis-
lative sessions in that jurisdiction, the Sec-
retary may extend such period by not more
than 6 months.”.

(2) PREVENTION OF INTIMIDATION IN FAIR
HOUSING CASES.—Section 901 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3631) is amended
by inserting ‘‘source of income (as defined in
section 802), veteran status (as defined in
section 802), military status (as defined in
section 802),”” before ‘‘or national origin”’
each place that term appears.

SA 4486. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC.  .FEDERAL PERSONNEL MATTERS.

(a) REAPPOINTMENT.—Not later than 60
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
each Federal agency shall reappoint each in-
dividual who—

(1) is a veteran; and

(2) during the period beginning on January
20, 2026, and ending on the day before the
date of enactment of this Act, was removed
from a position in that Federal agency by
means of a reduction in force carried out by
that Federal agency.

(b) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, on and after the date
of enactment of this Act, a Federal agency
may not, by means of a reduction in force,
remove any employee of that Federal agency
who is a veteran.

SA 4487. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . USPS FUNDING.

Notwithstanding any other provision in
this Act, nothing in this Act shall be con-
strued as privatizing or cutting funding to
the United States Postal Service.

SA 4488. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON LISTING OF CON-
TRACTS RELATING TO WAR, DEATH,
AND SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

Section 5¢ of the Commodity Exchange Act
(7 U.8.C. 7a-2) is amended by inserting after
subsection (c¢) the following:

‘‘(d) PROHIBITION ON LISTING OF CONTRACTS
RELATING TO WAR, DEATH, AND SIMILAR AC-
TIVITIES.—A registered entity shall not list
for trading or accept for clearing on or
through the registered entity any of the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) An agreement, contract, transaction,
or swap based on an excluded commodity (as
defined in section 1a(19)(iv)) that involves,
relates to, or references terrorism, assassina-
tion, war, or any similar activity, as deter-
mined by the Commission.
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‘“(2) An agreement, contract, transaction,
or swap based on an excluded commodity (as
defined in section 1a(19)(iv)) that involves,
relates to, or references an individual’s death
or could otherwise be construed as corre-
lating closely to an individual’s death.”’.

SA 4489. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
INDEPENDENCE OF THE FEDERAL
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Federal Communications Commis-
sion is an independent agency, as evidenced
by—

(A) the precedent established by the Su-
preme Court of the United States in Wiener
v. United States, 357 U.S. 349 (1958); and

(B) the commission structure that Con-
gress established for the Federal Radio Com-
mission (the predecessor to the Federal Com-
munications Commission) in the Radio Act
of 1927 (44 Stat. 1162, chapter 169) and for the
Federal Communications Commission in the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.); and

(2) Congress deliberately and clearly de-
signed the Federal Communications Com-
mission to operate independent of executive
influence and to be insulated from political
influence to the greatest extent possible.

SA 4490. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. EXCEPTIONS TO FEDERAL TORT
CLAIMS ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2680 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘(o) Any claim, without regard to when
the act or omission giving rise to the claim
occurred, brought by—

‘(1) the President; or

‘(2) an individual who subsequently be-
comes President while the claim is pend-
ing.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply to any claim
pending on, or brought on or after, the date
of enactment of this Act.

SA 4491. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL IN
THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 401 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or the
National Reconnaissance Office’” and insert-
ing ‘‘the National Reconnaissance Office, or
the Executive Office of the President’’; and
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(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘or the Di-
rector of the National Reconnaissance Of-
fice”” and inserting ‘‘the Director of the Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office; or the Presi-
dent (with respect to the Executive Office of
the President)”’.

(2) APPOINTMENT OF INSPECTOR GENERAL.—
Not later than 120 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the President shall ap-
point an individual as the Inspector General
of the Executive Office of the President in
accordance with the requirements of section
403(a) of title 5, United States Code.

(b) SPECIAL PROVISIONS.—Chapter 4 of title
5, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing after section 424 the following:

“SEC. 425. SPECIAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING
THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT.

“‘(a) AUDITS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND ISSUANCE
OF SUBPOENAS.—

(1) AUTHORITY, DIRECTION, AND CONTROL.—
Notwithstanding the last 2 sentences of sec-
tion 403(a), the Inspector General of the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President shall be under
the authority, direction, and control of the
President with respect to audits or inves-
tigations, or the issuance of subpoenas, that
require access to information concerning any
of the following:

‘“(A) The identity of a confidential source,
including a protected witness.

‘“(B) An intelligence or counterintelligence
matter.

“(C) An undercover operation.

‘(2) PROHIBITION IN CERTAIN SITUATIONS.—
With respect to the information described in
paragraph (1), the President may prohibit
the Inspector General of the Executive Office
of the President from initiating, carrying
out, or completing any audit or investiga-
tion, or from issuing any subpoena, after the
Inspector General has decided to initiate,
carry out, or complete such audit or inves-
tigation, or to issue such subpoena, if the
President determines that such prohibition
is necessary to prevent the disclosure of any
information described in paragraph (1).

¢“(3) NOTICE AFTER PROHIBITION.—

“(A) TO INSPECTOR GENERAL.—If the Presi-
dent exercises any power under paragraph
(2), not later than 30 days after exercising
any such power, the President shall notify
the Inspector General of the Executive Office
of the President in writing, stating the rea-
sons for exercising that power.

“(B) To CONGRESS.—Not later than 30 days
after receiving a notice under subparagraph
(A), the Inspector General of the Executive
Office of the President shall transmit a copy
of the notice to the chair and ranking mem-
ber of each of the following:

‘(i) The Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate.

‘“(ii) The Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate.

‘“(iii) The Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

‘“(iv) The Committee on the Judiciary of
the House of Representatives.

‘‘(v) Any other appropriate committee or
subcommittee of Congress.

““(b) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS.—

‘(1) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO BE IN-
CLUDED.—Any semiannual report prepared by
the Inspector General of the Executive Office
of the President under section 405(b) shall
also include the following:

‘“(A) With respect to each significant rec-
ommendation on which corrective action has
been completed, a description of the correc-
tive action.

‘““(B) A certification of whether the Inspec-
tor General of the Executive Office of the
President has had full and direct access to
all information relevant to the performance
of the functions of the Inspector General.
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“(C) A description of any audit, inspection,
or evaluation occurring during the reporting
period in which the Inspector General of the
Executive Office of the President could not
obtain relevant information due to an exer-
cise of power by the President under sub-
section (a)(2).

‘(D) Such recommendations as the Inspec-
tor General of the Executive Office of the
President considers appropriate with respect
to efficiency in the administration of pro-
grams and operations undertaken by the
President, and the detection and elimination
of fraud, waste, and abuse in such programs
and operations.

‘(2) SUBMISSION TO PRESIDENT.—Notwith-
standing section 405(c), the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Executive Office of the President
shall submit to the President the semiannual
reports prepared under section 405(b), includ-
ing the additional information required
under paragraph (1), not later than April 30
and October 31 of each year.

¢“(3) TRANSMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 30 days after submitting the semi-
annual report to the President under para-
graph (2), the Inspector General of the Exec-
utive Office of the President shall transmit
the semiannual report to the chair and rank-
ing member of each of the following:

““(A) The Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate.

‘(B) The Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate.

‘(C) The Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform of the House of Representa-
tives.

(D) The Committee on the Judiciary of
the House of Representatives.

‘‘(c) AUDIT OF THE OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR
GENERAL OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the President appoints an individual as
the Inspector General of the Executive Office
of the President, and annually thereafter,
the Council of Inspectors General on Integ-
rity and Efficiency shall conduct an audit of
the Office of the Inspector General of the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President to ensure that
the office is able to effectively provide over-
sight of the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent.

‘“(2) REPORT.—Not later than October 31
after the first audit is completed under para-
graph (1), and annually thereafter, the Coun-
cil of Inspectors General on Integrity and Ef-
ficiency shall submit to Congress a report on
the findings of the audit.”.

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 4 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in section 415(a)(2)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (C); and

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (D)
through (F) as subparagraphs (C) through
(E), respectively; and

(B) in section 418, by striking ‘‘or 421"’ and
inserting ‘¢, 421, or 425”’.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 4 of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

¢‘425. Special provisions concerning the Exec-
utive Office of the President.”.

(d) OVER-CLASSIFICATION AUDIT.—

(1) EVALUATIONS REQUIRED.—The Inspector
General of the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, in consultation with the Information
Security Oversight Office of the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration, shall
carry out 2 evaluations of the Executive Of-
fice of the President—
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(A) to assess whether applicable classifica-
tion policies, procedures, rules, and regula-
tions have been adopted, followed, and effec-
tively administered within the Executive Of-
fice of the President; and

(B) to identify policies, procedures, rules,
regulations, or management practices that
may be contributing to persistent
misclassification of material within the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President.

(2) DEADLINES FOR EVALUATIONS.—

(A) INITIAL EVALUATION.—The first evalua-
tion required under paragraph (1) shall be
completed not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(B) SECOND EVALUATION.—The second eval-
uation required under paragraph (1) shall re-
view progress made pursuant to the results
of the first evaluation and shall be com-
pleted not later than 1 year after the date on
which the first evaluation is completed.

(3) COORDINATION.—The Inspector General
of the Executive Office of the President shall
coordinate with other Inspectors General
and the Information Security Oversight Of-
fice to ensure that evaluations follow a con-
sistent methodology, as appropriate, that al-
lows for cross-agency comparisons.

(4) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
after the completion of an evaluation under
paragraph (1), the Inspector General of the
Executive Office of the President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate entities a report on
that evaluation.

(B) CONTENT.—Each report submitted
under subparagraph (A) shall include a de-
scription of—

(i) the policies, procedures, rules, regula-
tions, or management practices, if any, iden-
tified by the Inspector General under para-
graph (1)(B); and

(ii) the recommendations, if any, of the In-
spector General to address any such identi-
fied policies, procedures, rules, regulations,
or management practices.

(5) APPROPRIATE ENTITIES DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘‘appropriate entities”
means each of the following:

(A) The Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate.

(B) The Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate.

(C) The Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform of the House of Representa-
tives.

(D) The Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives.

(E) Any other appropriate committee or
subcommittee of Congress.

(F') The President.

(G) The Director of the Information Secu-
rity Oversight Office.

SA 4492. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . CORRUPTION CLAWBACK.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Corruption Clawback Act’.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘“‘covered payment’ means any portion of
any monetary settlement, administrative
award, including an award made under sec-
tion 2672 of title 28, United States Code, or a
court-ordered judgment—

(1) paid from the United States Treasury or
in accordance with section 1304 of title 31,
United States Code;

(2) paid to an individual when they served
as President;
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(3) that would not have been paid but for
the individual holding the status, authority,
or duties associated with their position as
President; and

(4) relating to an administrative claim
filed or settlement reached on or after Janu-
ary 20, 2025.

(c) RECOVERY OF PAYMENTS MADE TO THE
PRESIDENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General
shall bring a civil action in the United
States Court of Federal Claims or the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit to recover any covered
payment.

2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining
whether a payment described in subsection
(b) would not have been made but for the in-
dividual holding the status, authority, or du-
ties associated with their position as Presi-
dent, the court should consider—

(A) whether the officials who authorized or
negotiated the covered payment on behalf of
the Government were appointed by, or pre-
viously served as personal counsel to, the
President;

(B) whether the amount of the covered
payment exceeds typical payouts for similar
claims by private citizens; and

(C) whether the settlement bypassed stand-
ard legal defenses (such as statutes of limita-
tions or sovereign immunity) that career
Government lawyers would typically assert.

(3) USE OF RECOVERED PAYMENTS.—ANY COV-
ered payment that is recovered under this
section shall be used by the Public Integrity
Section of the Criminal Division of the De-
partment of Justice.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which a covered payment that is
greater than $1,000,000 is made, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to Congress a
report that includes the considerations de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(2).

SA 4493. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPORTING OF ALIEN REGISTRATION
NUMBERS OF ALIENS DETAINED AT
INSTALLATIONS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 hours
after detaining an alien at an installation of
the Department of Defense, including instal-
lations in the United States, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress the alien registra-
tion number of such alien.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ALIEN.—The term ‘‘alien” has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101).

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on the Judiciary, the
Committee on Foreign Relations, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, and the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on the Judiciary, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives.

SA 4494. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
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Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. BASIC FIREARMS TRAINING REQUIRE-

MENTS FOR ALL IMMIGRATION EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS.

The Secretary of Homeland Security shall
ensure that all immigration enforcement of-
ficers—

(1) complete basic firearms training at a
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center
before commencing employment as an immi-
gration enforcement officer; and

(2) receive follow-up firearms training not
less frequently than annually while main-
taining such employment.

SA 4495. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES TO
ENSURE REASONABLE AND CON-
SISTENT PROTECTIONS FOR PRESS
FREEDOM AND ACCESS THROUGH-
OUT DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.
The Secretary of Defense shall establish
and implement policies to ensure reasonable
and consistent protections for press freedom
and access for accredited journalists and
photographers across all installations and
operations of the Department of Defense,
subject to necessary safety and operational
security limitations.

SA 4496. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING
CLOSING CRIMINAL INVESTIGA-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General
shall publicly notice when Department of
Justice or Federal Bureau of Investigation
closes an open criminal investigation involv-
ing an executive branch political appointee.

(b) CONTENTS.—The notice required under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) the opening and closing date of the in-
vestigation;

(2) whether the political appointee still
works for the Federal Government;

(3) whether any disciplinary action was
taken in relation to the investigation; and

(4) the name of any political appointee who
approved the decision to close the investiga-
tion.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—The requirements of
this section shall apply to any investigation
closed on or after January 20, 2025.

SA 4497. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . PROHIBITION ON DISPLAYING BAN-
NERS, PHOTOGRAPHS, OR POSTERS
OF THE SITTING PRESIDENT ON ANY
FEDERAL BUILDING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—No public or private funds
may be used to display any banner, photo-
graph, or poster larger than 8 inches by 11
inches depicting the sitting President or po-
litical slogan from the presidential campaign
of the sitting President on the exterior or in-
terior of any public building (as defined in
section 3301(a) of title 40, United States
Code).

(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

(1) DEFINITION OF INSTANCE.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘instance’, with respect to
a violation of this section, means each dis-
crete act constituting a violation of this sec-
tion, including each banner, photograph,
poster, or political slogan displayed in viola-
tion of subsection (a).

(2) CAUSE OF ACTION.—Any person, includ-
ing any Member of Congress, may bring a
civil action against the United States, offi-
cer, employee, or agent of the United States,
or any Federal department or agency for a
violation of this section if the violation was
committed by an officer, employee, or agent
of the United States or any Federal depart-
ment or agency.

(3) RELIEF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If a person prevails on a
claim under this subsection, the court shall
award—

(i) for each instance of a violation of this
section, the greater of statutory damages of
$100,000 and the amount of actual damages;

(ii) reasonable attorney’s fees and costs of
litigation; and

(iii) such injunctive or declaratory relief as
may be appropriate.

(B) PRELIMINARY RELIEF.—On motion by a
person bringing a cause of action under para-
graph (2), a court may award such prelimi-
nary injunctive relief as the court deter-
mines appropriate with respect to that
claim.

(4) LIMITATIONS AND IMMUNITY.—

(A) PERIOD OF LIMITATIONS.—A civil action
under this subsection may not be com-
menced later than the date that is 5 years
after the date on which the applicable in-
stance of the violation of this section occurs.

(B) NO IMMUNITY DEFENSE.—No officer, em-
ployee, or agent of the United States or any
Federal department or agency shall be enti-
tled to assert any form of absolute or quali-
fied immunity as a defense to liability under
this subsection.

(6) WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—The
United States expressly waives sovereign im-
munity with respect to an action brought
under this subsection.

SA 4498. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SELECT COMMITTEE ON JEFFREY EP-
STEIN, GHISLAINE MAXWELL, AND
DISCLOSURES OF RELATED INFOR-
MATION, DOCUMENTS, AND MATE-
RIALS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT; COMPOSITION.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby estab-
lished a select committee of the Senate, to
be known as the ‘‘Select Committee on Jef-
frey Epstein, Ghislaine Maxwell, and Disclo-
sures of Related Information, Documents,
and Materials” (in this section referred to as
the ‘“‘Select Committee’’).

(2) COMPOSITION.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The Select Committee
shall be composed of 7 Senators, who shall be
appointed in accordance with subparagraph
(B).

(B) APPOINTMENT.—Not later than 14 days
after the date of enactment of this Act—

(i) the majority leader of the Senate shall
appoint 4 members from among Members of
the Senate; and

(ii) the minority leader of the Senate shall
appoint 3 members from among Members of
the Senate.

(C) CO-CHAIRPERSONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—There shall be 2 Co-Chair-
persons of the joint committee.

(ii) APPOINTMENT.—Not later than 14 days
after the date of enactment of this Act—

(I) the majority leader of the Senate shall
appoint 1 Co-Chairperson from among the
members of the Select Committee; and

(IT) the minority leader of the Senate shall
appoint 1 Co-Chairperson from among the
members of the Select Committee.

(D) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the mem-
bership of the Select Committee shall not af-
fect its powers, but shall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointment.

(b) DUTIES.—The Select Committee shall—

(1) conduct an investigation and study of
the extent, if any, to which illegal, improper,
or unethical activities were engaged in by
any persons, acting either individually or in
combination with others, in—

(A) conspiring with, aiding, or abetting
Jeffrey Epstein or Ghislaine Maxwell in sex-
ual assault or human trafficking; or

(B) any decision by an officer or employee
of the Federal Government to release, re-
dact, or fail to disclose documents subject to
the Epstein Files Transparency Act (Public
Law 119-38; 139 Stat. 656); and

(2) determine whether, in the judgment of
the Select Committee, any occurrences
which may be revealed by the investigation
and study under paragraph (1) indicate the
necessity or desirability of the enactment of
legislation to safeguard against similar
abuses in the future.

(c) AUTHORITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of car-
rying out its duties under this section, the
Select Committee is authorized in its discre-
tion—

(A) to make investigations into any matter
within the scope of its duties under sub-
section (b);

(B) to employ personnel;

(C) to hold hearings;

(D) to sit and act at any time or place dur-
ing the sessions, recesses, and adjourned pe-
riods of the Senate;

(E) to require, by subpoena or otherwise,
the attendance of witnesses and the produc-
tion of memoranda, documents, records, or
any other materials;

(F) to take depositions and other testi-
mony and authorize employees of the Select
Committee to take depositions and other
testimony;

(G) to procure the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof, in ac-
cordance with section 202(i) of the Legisla-
tive Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(1));

(H) with the prior consent of the depart-
ment or agency concerned and the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration, to use
on a reimbursable basis the services of per-
sonnel of any such department or agency;
and

(I) to make recommendations and report
on matters within its jurisdiction.

(2) OATHS.—Each Co-Chairperson of the Se-
lect Committee or any member thereof may
administer oaths to witnesses.

(3) SUBPOENAS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A subpoena for the at-
tendance of witnesses at a hearing or deposi-
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tion or the productions of memoranda, docu-
ments, records, or any other materials may
be authorized by either Co-Chairperson of
the Select Committee or upon the affirma-
tive vote of 4 members of the Select Com-
mittee.

(B) NOTICE.—A written notice of the intent
to issue a subpoena shall be provided to both
Co-Chairpersons of the Select Committee im-
mediately upon the authorization of the sub-
poena.

(C) TIMING.—A subpoena shall not be issued
by the Select Committee until after the time
that is 48 hours after the time notice is pro-
vided under subparagraph (B), excluding any
time occurring on a Saturday or Sunday, un-
less waived jointly by the Co-Chairpersons.

(d) PERSONNEL.—

(1) STAFF DIRECTOR.—The Co-Chairpersons
of the Select Committee, acting jointly,
shall appoint the staff director of the Select
Committee.

(2) OTHER STAFF.—The Co-Chairpersons of
the Select Committee may jointly appoint
and fix the compensation of such other staff
as the Co-Chairpersons determine necessary.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—Appointments under this
subsection shall be made within the guide-
lines for employees of the Senate and fol-
lowing all applicable rules and employment
requirements of the Senate.

(e) REPORTING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Select Committee shall report to the Senate
the results of its investigations and studies,
together with such detailed findings, policy
recommendations, and legislative proposals
as the Select Committee determines advis-
able.

(f) FUNDING.—Funding for the Select Com-
mittee shall be derived from the contingent
fund of the Senate from the appropriations
account ‘‘Miscellaneous Items’, subject to
the rules and regulations of the Senate.

(g) TERMINATION.—The Select Committee
shall terminate 60 days after submitting the
report required under subsection (e).

SA 4499. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COM-
MISSION DISCLOSURE OF THREATS
TO BROADCASTERS.

The Federal Communications Commission
shall publicly disclose any informal commu-
nication made by a Commissioner, meeting
held or attended by a Commissioner, or so-
cial media post made by a Commissioner
that references a broadcast licensee or con-
tent broadcast by such a licensee.

SA 4500. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPEAL OF NEWS DISTORTION AU-
THORITY.

The news distortion authority of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission is re-
pealed.

SA 4501. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON ELECTION OFFICIALS

CHANGING POLLING LOCATIONS
WITHIN 90 DAYS OF AN ELECTION
OTHER THAN IN THE CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, in no case may an election official
change a polling location within 90 days of
an election for Federal office other than in
the case of an emergency.

SA 4502. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL
FUNDS TO SEIZE BALLOT BOXES.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no Federal funds may be used to seize
ballot boxes.

SA 4503. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL

FUNDS TO SEND FEDERAL AGENTS
TO POLLING PLACES.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no Federal funds may be used to send
Federal agents to polling places.

SA 4504. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON DIRECTOR OF NA-
TIONAL INTELLIGENCE ACCESS TO

ANY POLLING PLACE OR ELECTION
OFFICE.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Director of National Intelligence
shall be prohibited from accessing any poll-
ing place or election office.

SA 4505. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. RESTRICTION ON IMMIGRATION

FORCEMENT AT FARMS.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Department of Homeland Security
may not carry out any immigration enforce-
ment operation at a farm unless such oper-
ation is solely carried out to execute a judi-
cial warrant authorizing the apprehension of
a violent criminal.

EN-
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SA 4506. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. PURPOSE OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GEN-

ERALS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the main purpose of Judge Ad-
vocate Generals is representing and defend-
ing military members and families.

(b) TEMPORARY IMMIGRATION JUDGES.—
Judge Advocate Generals should not be ap-
pointed as temporary immigration judges to
serve in the Executive Office for Immigra-
tion Review.

SA 4507. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC.  .REPORT.

Not later than 90 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, and every 180 days
thereafter, the Attorney General shall sub-
mit to the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives a report
that includes the number of no bills returned
by Federal grand juries by district and list-
ing the statutory reference of each criminal
offense charged and declined.

SA 4508. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. UNSEALING OF KASH PATEL

GRAND JURY TESTIMONY.

The Attorney General shall take all nec-
essary actions to unseal all grand jury testi-
mony by Kashyap Patel, who is currently
serving as Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

SA 4509. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON USE OF NEWS DIS-

TORTION AUTHORITY FOR VIEW-
POINT-BASED INVESTIGATIONS.

The Federal Communications Commission
may not use the news distortion authority of
the Commission to conduct any viewpoint-
based investigation.

SA 4510. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:
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At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . POSTMARKS FOR RETAIL MAIL.

Upon arrival of any mail at any post office
retail location, the United States Postal
Service shall postmark the mail with the
date and time of arrival.

SA 4511. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . NONPROFIT SECURITY GRANT PRO-
GRAM.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to carry out section
2009 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6.
U.S.C. 609a) $1,000,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2027 through 2032.

SA 4512. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EVACUATIONS OF UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENS.

The Secretary of State, in coordination
with relevant Federal departments and agen-
cies, shall—

(1) ensure the availability of evacuation
flights for United States citizens in any
country subject to an evacuation order
issued by the Department of State; and

(2) maintain procedures to notify United
States citizens of available evacuation op-
tions.

SA 4513. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON THE INTRODUCTION
OF GROUND TROOPS IN IRAN.

The President shall not introduce military
personnel for combat operations on the terri-
tory of Iran, commonly referred to as
“ground troops,’”’ unless as pursuant to a spe-
cific authorization for use of military force
passed by Congress and enacted into law
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 4514. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS WITHHELD

FOR CHILD CARE, TEMPORARY AS-
SISTANCE FOR NEED FAMILIES, AND

SOCIAL SERVICES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The order of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, issued
on January 6, 2026, withholding access to
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funds for covered programs for California,
Minnesota, Illinois, New York, and Colorado,
shall have no force and effect. The Secretary
of Health and Human Services shall make
available to each such State the funds with-
held from the State under that order.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘‘covered program’ means—

(1) the program of block grants to States
for temporary assistance for needy families
established under part A of title IV of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq);

(2) the program carried out through the
Social Services Block Grant authorized
under subtitle A of title XX of the SSA (42
U.S.C. 1397 et seq.); and

(3) the program carried out under the Child
Care and Development Block Grant Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857 et seq.).

SA 4515. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SPECIAL RULES FOR VOTERS WHOSE
ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTS WERE
LOST OR DESTROYED DURING A
FEDERALLY DECLARED DISASTER.

(a) REGISTRATION.—Section 8(j)(3) of the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52
U.S.C. 20503), as amended by this Act, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subparagraph:

‘“(C) PROCESS IN THE CASE OF DOCUMENTS
LOST OR DESTROYED IN FEDERALLY DECLARED
DISASTERS.—Each State shall establish a
process under which an individual who has
had documentary proof of United States citi-
zenship lost or destroyed as a result of a Fed-
erally declared disaster may submit evidence
to the appropriate State or local official
demonstrating the loss or destruction of
such documents and that the applicant is a
citizen of the United States and such official
shall make a determination as to whether
the applicant has sufficiently established
United States citizenship for purposes of reg-
istering to vote in elections for Federal of-
fice in the State.”.

(b) VOTING IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—
Section 303A(a) of the Help America Vote
Act of 2002, as added by this Act, is amended
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(3) RULES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH IDENTI-
FICATION DESTROYED IN FEDERALLY DECLARED
DISASTERS.—Notwithstanding paragraphs (1)
and (2), each State shall establish a process
under which an individual who has had a
valid photo identification lost or destroyed
as a result of a Federally declared disaster
may be provided a ballot upon dem-
onstrating the loss or destruction of such
identification.”.

SA 4516. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION ON

NEWLY NATURALIZED CITIZENS TO

STATES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 48 hours
after the conclusion of the naturalization
oath ceremony of a newly naturalized citizen
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of the United States, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall submit to the chief elec-
tion official of the State in which the citizen
resides the following information with re-
spect to such citizen:

(1) Full legal name and any known alias.

(2) Date of birth.

(3) Residential address.

(4) The date on which the citizen took the
administrative or judicial oath of allegiance.

(b) USE OF INFORMATION.—Information sub-
mitted under subsection (a) may be used by
a State solely for purposes of maintaining
accurate official records and facilitating
voter registration.

SA 4517. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:
SEC. . CAREGIVER SKILLS TRAINING PILOT
PROGRAM.
(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of

Health and Human Services, acting through
the Administrator of the Health Resources
and Services Administration (referred to in
this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’), shall carry
out a program, to be known as the Caregiver
Skills Training Pilot Program, under which
the Secretary shall award grants to eligible
entities to provide evidence-based caregiver
skills training to family caregivers, for the
purposes of—

(1) improving the well-being of children
with autism spectrum disorder or another
developmental disability or developmental
delay and their caregivers; and

(2) teaching family caregivers evidenced-
based intervention strategies to promote—

(A) improvement in the well-being of such
children and their caregivers; and

(B) the greater inclusion of such children
in family and community life.

(b) APPLICATION.—To seek a grant under
this section, an eligible entity shall submit
to the Secretary an application that in-
cludes—

(1) a description of—

(A) the applicant’s experience delivering
evidence-based caregiver skills training to
family caregivers;

(B) the activities that the applicant pro-
poses to carry out through the grant; and

(C) how such activities will achieve the
purposes described in subsection (a); and

(2) a plan for—

(A) coordination with—

(i) community-based organizations;

(ii) State and local early intervention pro-
viders;

(iii) State plans (or waivers of such plans)
under the Medicaid program under title XIX
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.);

(iv) State Directors of Head Start Collabo-
ration (as described in section 642B of the
Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9837b));

(v) schools; and

(vi) other providers of early intervening
services;

(B) collaboration with health care payors
(including public and private insurance),
State departments of insurance, health
plans, and other relevant payors;

(C) expanding the skills training program
proposed to be carried out through the grant;

(D) achieving sustainability of such pro-
gram; and

(E) establishing and maintaining a stake-
holder implementation committee under
subsection (e).

(¢) REDUCING DISPARITIES.—In awarding
grants under this section, the Secretary may
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consider the extent to which an eligible enti-
ty can deliver evidence-based, culturally
competent and linguistically appropriate in-
formation to family caregivers from diverse
racial, ethnic, geographic, or linguistic back-
grounds.

(d) USE OoF FUNDS.—The recipient of a grant
under this section shall use funds received
through the grant—

(1) to provide, at no cost to participants—

(A) evidence-based caregiver skills training
to family caregivers; and

(B) such training in areas related to chil-
dren’s learning and development, including—

(i) communication skills;

(ii) social engagement;

(iii) daily living skills;

(iv) caregiver response strategies to chal-
lenging behaviors; and

(v) coping and self-care strategies for fam-
ily caregivers; and

(2) to establish and maintain a stakeholder
implementation committee under subsection
(e).

(e) STAKEHOLDER IMPLEMENTATION COM-
MITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity shall
establish and maintain a stakeholder imple-
mentation committee referred to in sub-
section (d)(2) to advise on ensuring that the
training provided pursuant to the grant is
accessible and culturally appropriate and
linguistically appropriate.

(2) COMPOSITION.—The members of the
stakeholder implementation committee
shall all be from the local community served
pursuant to the grant (or the relevant met-
ropolitan statistical area) and shall include,
at a minimum, the following:

(A) Family caregivers, including autistic
caregivers and other caregivers with disabil-
ities.

(B) Pediatric health care and early inter-
vention providers, including developmental
behavioral pediatricians, with expertise pro-
viding services to children with autism spec-
trum disorder or other developmental dis-
abilities and delays.

(C) Educators or related service profes-
sionals, including child care providers, with
experience serving children with autism
spectrum disorder or other developmental
disabilities and delays.

(D) Representatives of local organizations
familiar with the cultural values and prior-
ities of individuals in the local community.

(E) Local government officials.

(f) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) NUMBER OF RECIPIENTS AND STATES.—
The Secretary shall award grants under sub-
section (a) to not fewer than 25 eligible enti-
ties in not fewer than 15 States.

(2) AMOUNT.—The total amount of each
grant awarded under subsection (a) shall be
not less than $500,000 over a 5-year period.

(g) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Amounts
received through a grant under this section
shall be used to supplement, not supplant,
other amounts received to provide—

(1) behavioral, medical, habilitative, and
other services covered by the Medicaid pro-
gram under title XIX of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) or private health
insurance;

(2) services provided under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1400 et seq.); or

(3) adaptations of a training program using
evidence-based approaches to serve children
of different ages, communities, and under-
represented groups.

(h) ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARY.—The
Secretary, acting through the Administrator
of the Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration, shall—

(1) assist recipients of grants under sub-
section (a) in—
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(A) the implementation of caregiver skills
training programs using lessons learned from
other evidenced-based activities or caregiver
programs conducted or supported by the
Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion;

(B) ensuring the programs of the recipients
assist medically underserved communities
(as defined in section 799B(6) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 295p(6)), when
possible; and

(C) developing plans for achieving sustain-
ability of the programs of the recipients;

(2) conduct an annual evaluation of activi-
ties funded through grants under subsection
(a), in consultation with the grant recipi-
ents, including evaluation of the effective-
ness of—

(A) the communication, social engage-
ment, and daily living skills of children with
autism spectrum disorder or other develop-
mental disabilities and delays; and

(B) the extent to which family caregivers
see improvements in the communication, so-
cial engagement, and daily living skills of
such children; and

(3) convene at least one national or re-
gional meeting of such grant recipients to
discuss best practices.

(i) REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 6
months after awarding the first grant under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate, a report on the im-
plementation of this section. Such report
shall include—

(A) how many grants have been awarded;

(B) the name and location of the grant re-
cipients;

(C) the communities served by the grants;

(D) a description of the kind of activities
to be carried out with the grants;

(E) an analysis, conducted by the Adminis-
trator of the Health Resources and Services
Administration, based on the evaluation
under subsection (h)(2), of the effectiveness
of such grants with respect to—

(i) the communication, social engagement,
and daily living skills of children with au-
tism spectrum disorder or other develop-
mental disabilities and delays; and

(ii) the extent to which family caregivers
see improvements in the communication, so-
cial engagement, and daily living skills of
such children; and

(F) best practices to increase access to
caregiver skills training programs described
in subsection (a) in medically underserved
communities.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than the end
of fiscal year 2027, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of the Senate, a final report on
the implementation of this section, includ-
ing—

(A) the information, analysis, and best
practices listed in subparagraphs (A) through
(F) of paragraph (1); and

(B) recommendations on how to expand
and extend the program under this section.

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY.—The term ‘‘de-
velopmental delay’” has the meaning given
such term in section 632(3) of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1432(3))

(2) DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY.—The term
“‘developmental disability’’ has the meaning
given such term in section 102(8)(A) of the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C.
15002(8)(A)).
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(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’’ means an entity that—

(A) is—

(i) a nonprofit or other community-based
organization;

(ii) a Federally qualified health center;

(iii) an accredited academic medical cen-
ter;

(iv) a health system; or

(v) a collaboration or consortium of 2 or
more entities listed in clauses (i) through
iv);

(B) has at least 3 years of demonstrated ex-
perience—

(i) delivering culturally appropriate and
linguistically appropriate services for chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorder or other
developmental disabilities or developmental
delays, as well as collaborating directly with
their families, including in medically under-
served communities;

(ii) providing services to such children, as
well as collaborating directly with their
families;

(iii) providing individual caregiver coach-
ing to caregivers of such children; and

(iv) working with self-advocates or adults
with autism spectrum disorder or other de-
velopmental disabilities or developmental
delays;

(C) can demonstrate the ability to access
resources from and collaborate with—

(i) health care providers;

(ii) allied health professionals;

(iii) educators, including childcare pro-
viders;

(iv) social workers; and

(v) direct care professionals; and

(D) has prior demonstrated experience de-
livering mental health services that address
both developmental disabilities and one or
more cooccurring mental health conditions,
including depression, anxiety, and attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)

(4) FAMILY CAREGIVER.—The term ‘‘family
caregiver’” means an adult family member or
other individual who has a significant rela-
tionship with, and who provides a broad
range of assistance to, a child between the
ages of 0 and 9 diagnosed with autism spec-
trum disorder or another developmental dis-
ability or developmental delay.

() FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTER.—
The term ‘‘Federally qualified health cen-
ter’” has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 1861(aa) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395x(aa)).

(k) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—To
carry out this section, there is authorized to
be appropriated $10,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2026 through 2030.

SA 4518. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REQUIRING COVERAGE OF CERTAIN
IMMUNIZATIONS RECOMMENDED BY
THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON IM-
MUNIZATION PRACTICES.

(a) GROUP HEALTH PLANS AND HEALTH IN-
SURANCE COVERAGE.—

(1) PHSA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Part D of title XXVII of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
300gg-111 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following new section:

“SEC. 2799A-12. COVERAGE OF CERTAIN IMMUNI-
ZATIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON IMMUNI-
ZATION PRACTICES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to plan
years occurring during the date of the enact-

March 18, 2026

ment of this section, or beginning on or after
the date of the enactment of this section, a
group health plan and a health insurance
issuer offering group or individual health in-
surance coverage shall provide coverage for
and shall not impose any cost sharing re-
quirements for immunizations that had in ef-
fect a recommendation from the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices of
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion with respect to the individual involved
as of January 1, 2025, including such an im-
munization involving a vaccine as updated or
changed after such date under an approved
supplemental application to a biological
product licensed under section 351 on or be-
fore such date.

“(b) SPECIAL RULE.—Subsection (a) shall
not apply in the case of an immunization ad-
ministered during the minimum interval es-
tablished under section 2713(b) with respect
to such immunization.”.

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1302(e)(1)(B)(i) of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
18022(e)(1)(B)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 2713 and inserting ‘‘sections 2713 and
2799A-12 of the Public Health Service Act’.

(2) ERISA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subpart B of part 7 of
subtitle B of title I of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C.
1185 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“SEC. 727. COVERAGE OF CERTAIN IMMUNIZA-
TIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE ON IMMUNIZA-
TION PRACTICES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to plan
years occurring during the date of the enact-
ment of this section, or beginning on or after
the date of the enactment of this section, a
group health plan and a health insurance
issuer offering group health insurance cov-
erage shall provide coverage for and shall
not impose any cost sharing requirements
for immunizations that had in effect a rec-
ommendation from the Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention with respect
to the individual involved as of January 1,
2025, including such an immunization involv-
ing a vaccine as updated or changed after
such date under an approved supplemental
application to a biological product licensed
under section 351 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 262) on or before such date.

“(b) SPECIAL RULE.—Subsection (a) shall
not apply in the case of an immunization ad-
ministered during the minimum interval es-
tablished under section 2713(b) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg-13(b))
with respect to such immunization.”.

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C.
1001 note) is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 725 the following
new item:

“Sec. 727. Coverage of certain immuniza-
tions recommended by the Ad-
visory Committee on Immuni-
zation Practices.”.

(3) IRC.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter B of chapter
100 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“SEC. 9827. COVERAGE OF CERTAIN IMMUNIZA-

TIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE ON IMMUNIZA-
TION PRACTICES.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to plan
years occurring during the date of the enact-
ment of this section, or beginning on or after
the date of the enactment of this section, a
group health plan shall provide coverage for
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and shall not impose any cost sharing re-
quirements for immunizations that had in ef-
fect a recommendation from the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices of
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion with respect to the individual involved
as of January 1, 2025, including such an im-
munization involving a vaccine as updated or
changed after such date under an approved
supplemental application to a biological
product licensed under section 351 of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262) on
or before such date.

‘“(b) SPECIAL RULE.—Subsection (a) shall
not apply in the case of an immunization ad-
ministered during the minimum interval es-
tablished under section 2713(b) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg-13(b))
with respect to such immunization.”.

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subchapter B of chapter 100 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended
by adding at the end the following new item:

“Sec. 9827. Coverage of certain immuniza-
tions recommended by the Ad-
visory Committee on Immuni-
zation Practices.”.

(b) MEDICARE.—Section 1860D-2(b)(8)(B) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-
102(b)(8)(B)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘with recommendations’
and inserting ‘“‘with—

‘(i) recommendations’;

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting *‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘‘(ii) for plan years occurring during the
date of the enactment of this clause, or be-
ginning on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this clause, in the case of a vaccine
with respect to which such a recommenda-
tion is revoked with respect to the individual
involved on or after January 1, 2025, includ-
ing such a vaccine as updated or changed
after such date under an approved supple-
mental application to a biological product li-
censed under section 351 of the Public Health
Service Act on or before such date, the most
recent recommendation that was in effect
with respect to such vaccine and such indi-
vidual prior to such revocation.”.

(¢) MEDICAID.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1905 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(13)(B)—

(i) by striking ‘‘individual, approved’ and
inserting ‘‘individual—

‘(i) approved’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘(i) beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this clause, approved vaccines, and
the administration of such vaccines, that
were recommended by such advisory com-
mittee with respect to the individual in-
volved as of January 1, 2025, including such a
vaccine as updated or changed after such
date under an approved supplemental appli-
cation to a biological product licensed under
section 351 of the Public Health Service Act
on or before such date; and”’; and

(B) in subsection (r)(1)(B)(iii), by—

(i) striking ‘‘section 1928(c)(2)(B)(i)”’ and
inserting ‘‘clause (i) of section 1928(c)(2)(B)’’;
and

(ii) inserting ‘¢, subject to the limitation
described in clause (iii) of such section”
after ‘‘pediatric vaccines”.

(2) COVERAGE FOR PREGNANT INDIVIDUALS.—
Section 1902(a)(10) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 13%a(a)(10)) is amended in the
matter following subparagraph (G) by insert-
ing ‘“‘medical assistance for vaccines de-
scribed in section 1905(a)(13)(B) and the ad-
ministration of such vaccines,” after ‘‘com-
plicate pregnancy,”.
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(3) PROGRAM FOR DISTRIBUTION OF PEDIATRIC
VACCINES.—Section 1928 of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396s) is amended—

(A) in subsection (¢)(2)(B)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘clause (ii)”’
and inserting ‘‘clauses (ii) and (iii)”’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘(iii) Beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this clause, the provider will not
take into account any change in the sched-
ule described in clause (i) that removes the
recommendation to administer a pediatric
vaccine with respect to the vaccine-eligible
child involved if such pediatric vaccine was
recommended with respect to such child
under such schedule as of January 1, 2025, in-
cluding with respect to such pediatric vac-
cine as updated or changed after such date
under an approved supplemental application
to a biological product licensed under sec-
tion 351 of the Public Health Service Act on
or before such date.”’; and

(B) in subsection (e), by inserting ‘‘For
purposes of the preceding sentence, begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this
sentence, the Secretary may not take into
account any revision of such list that occurs
on or after January 1, 2025, that removes a
pediatric vaccine from such list if such vac-
cine was included in such list as of such date,
including with respect to such vaccine as up-
dated or changed after such date under an
approved supplemental application to a bio-
logical product licensed under section 351 of
the Public Health Service Act on or before
such date.’” after the period at the end.

(4) STATE FLEXIBILITY IN BENEFIT PACK-
AGES.—Section 1937(b) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396u-7(b)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph:

“(9) COVERAGE OF ADULT VACCINES.—Not-
withstanding the previous provisions of this
section, a State may not provide for medical
assistance through enrollment of an indi-
vidual with benchmark coverage or bench-
mark-equivalent coverage under this section
unless such coverage includes (and does not
impose any deduction, cost sharing, or simi-
lar charge for) the medical assistance de-
scribed in section 1905(a)(13)(B).”".

(d) CHIP.—Section 2103 of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397cc) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘“(13) REQUIRED COVERAGE OF CERTAIN VAC-
CINES RECOMMENDED BY THE ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE ON IMMUNIZATION PRACTICES.—Regard-
less of the type of coverage elected by a
State under subsection (a), the child health
assistance provided for a targeted low-in-
come child shall include coverage, beginning
on the date of the enactment of this para-
graph, of vaccines, and the administration of
such vaccines, that had in effect a rec-
ommendation from the Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention with respect
to the child involved as of January 1, 2025,
including such a vaccine as updated or
changed after such date under an approved
supplemental application to a biological
product licensed under section 351 of the
Public Health Service Act on or before such
date.”’; and

(2) in subsection (e)(2), by inserting ‘‘vac-
cines described in subsection (c)(13) adminis-
tered beginning on the date of the enactment
of such subsection (and the administration of
such vaccines),” before ‘‘services described
in section 1916(a)(2)(G)”.

SA 4519. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
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which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . GAO STUDY ON DOGE MEDICAL RE-
SEARCH FUNDING REDUCTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Comptroller General’’) shall
conduct a study on the impact of reductions
in Federal funding recommended by the De-
partment of Government Efficiency on the
following types of medical research:

(1) Neurological research, including relat-
ing to stroke, Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementia, and other neurological con-
ditions.

(2) Cancer research, including basic,
translational, and clinical cancer research.

(3) Pandemic preparedness, including re-
search and development related to emerging
infectious diseases, vaccine development,
surveillance, and public health preparedness.

(4) HIV/AIDS research, including relating
to prevention, treatment, and cure of HIV/
AIDS.

(6) Women’s health research, including re-
lating to addressing conditions and health
outcomes affecting women across the life-
span, including maternal health.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The study under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) an analysis of changes in funding levels
over the 4-year period immediately pre-
ceding the date of enactment of this Act for
each type of research described in para-
graphs (1) through (5) of subsection (a);

(2) an assessment of the impact of such
funding changes on—

(A) the number and scope of active re-
search projects;

(B) clinical trials and translational re-
search;

(C) workforce capacity, including research-
ers, clinicians, and trainees;

(D) the pace of scientific discovery and in-
novation;

(E) research institutions in each State;

(F) neurological and cancer research rel-
evant to veterans and service members; and

(G) the global leadership of the United
States in biomedical research;

(3) an evaluation of any impacts on patient
outcomes, where data is available;

(4) an analysis of geographic disparities,
including impacts on rural and underserved
communities;

(5) any delays in life-saving treatments at-
tributable to such changes in funding levels;
and

(6) such recommendations as the Comp-
troller General determines appropriate.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the study conducted under
subsection (a).

SA 4520. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE RELATING TO

FUNDING FOR CERTAIN NIH ACTIVI-
TIES.

It is the sense of the Senate that the
amounts appropriated for fiscal year 2026 for
the National Cancer Institute, Alzheimer’s
disease-related dementias research, the Na-
tional Institute of Diabetes and Digestive
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and Kidney Diseases, and the National Insti-
tute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke
should be increased by 10 percent.

SA 4521. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . BROADCAST FREEDOM AND INDE-
PENDENCE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) The Federal Communications Commis-
sion (in this section referred to as the
“FCC”) was established as an independent
agency by the Communications Act of 1934
(47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.) for the purpose of ‘‘reg-
ulating interstate and foreign commerce in
communication by wire and radio so as to
make available, so far as possible, to all the
people of the United States, without dis-
crimination on the basis of race, color, reli-
gion, national origin, or sex, a rapid, effi-
cient, Nation-wide, and world-wide wire and
radio communication service with adequate
facilities at reasonable charges. . .”.

(2) Commissioners at the FCC, an inde-
pendent agency, are confirmed by Congress
for specified terms and the President does
not have the power to remove them at will.

(3) The independence of the FCC is para-
mount to the FCC carrying out its mission
without political pressure or intimidation.

(4) The FCC’s priorities and agenda must
be set by the FCC without undue influence
from the President or any advisors to the
President who do not work for the FCC.

(5) As established in section 326 of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 326),
nothing in the FCC’s authority ‘‘shall be un-
derstood or construed to give the Commis-
sion the power of censorship over the radio
communications or signals transmitted by
any radio station, and no regulation or con-
dition shall be promulgated or fixed by the
Commission which shall interfere with the
right of free speech by means of radio com-
munication’.

(6) Investigations and threats of Commis-
sion action or inaction must not be used to
suppress certain viewpoints or intimidate
broadcast licensees into aligning with any
political agenda.

(b) VIEWPOINT PROTECTION.—Title I of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 14. VIEWPOINT PROTECTION.

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION AGAINST RETALIATION ON
BASIS OF VIEWPOINT.—The Commission may
not revoke any license or other authoriza-
tion of, or otherwise take action against,
any person on the basis, in whole or in part,
of viewpoints broadcast or otherwise dis-
seminated by that person or any person af-
filiated with that person.

‘“(b) PROHIBITION AGAINST CONDITIONS ON
VIEWPOINT IN TRANSACTION REVIEW.—The
Commission may not place on any approval
under subsections (a), (b), and (c) of section
214 or section 310(d) any condition with re-
spect to viewpoints broadcast or otherwise
disseminated by the person seeking that ap-
proval, any successor of that person, or any
person affiliated with that person or suc-
cessor.

“(c) No EFFECT ON CERTAIN OTHER AUTHOR-
ITY OF COMMISSION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to affect the authority of
the Commission to take action on the basis
of, or to place a condition on an approval de-
scribed in subsection (b) with respect to—

finds the fol-
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‘(1) a violation of—

‘“(A) section 1304 of title 18, United States
Code, or conduct that would constitute a vio-
lation of that section if content dissemi-
nated by means other than radio or tele-
vision broadcast were disseminated by means
of radio or television broadcast;

‘“(B) section 1343 of title 18, United States
Code; or

“(C) section 1464 of title 18, United States
Code, or conduct that would constitute a vio-
lation of that section if content dissemi-
nated by means other than radio commu-
nication were disseminated by means of
radio communication; or

“(2) the broadcast or other dissemination
of content that constitutes incitement under
the First Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States.”.

SA 4522. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . NATIONAL LABORATORIES RESTORA-
TION AND MODERNIZATION.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Restore and Modernize Our Na-
tional Laboratories Act of 2026°".

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

(¢) RESTORATION AND MODERNIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall fund
projects described in paragraph (2) to address
the deferred maintenance, critical infra-
structure, and modernization needs of Na-
tional Laboratories.

(2) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—Projects referred
to in paragraph (1) are the following:

(A) Priority deferred maintenance projects
at National Laboratories, including facilities
sustainment for, upgrade of, and construc-
tion of research laboratories, administrative
and support buildings, utilities, roads, power
plants, and any other critical infrastructure.

(B) Lab modernization projects at National
Laboratories, including lab modernization
projects relating to core infrastructure need-
ed—

(i) to support existing and emerging
science missions with new and specialized re-
quirements for world-leading scientific user
facilities and computing capabilities; and

(ii) to maintain safe, efficient, reliable, and
environmentally sustainable and responsible
operations.

(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—For each of
fiscal years 2026 through 2030, at the same
time as the annual budget submission of the
President, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Appropriations and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology of the House of Representa-
tives a list of projects that the Secretary
funds under this section, including a descrip-
tion of each project and the funding profile
for that project.

(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this subsection
$5,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030, of which not less than 14 each
fiscal year shall be managed by the Office of
Science.

‘“‘Secretary’’
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(d) STRATEGY FOR FACILITIES AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE.—Section 993 of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16357) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘pri-
marily”’ and all that follows through ‘‘Pro-
grams’ and inserting ‘by the Office of
Science, the Office of Environmental Man-
agement, the Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy, the Office of Fossil En-
ergy and Carbon Management, the Office of
Nuclear Energy, and the National Nuclear
Security Administration Science and Tech-
nology Programs’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘for—"’
and inserting ‘‘for ensuring that enabling in-
frastructure may support current and future
science and energy mission needs by—’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Restore
and Modernize Our National Laboratories
Act of 2026, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
of the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report describing the strategy
developed under subsection (a).”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘, the report” and inserting
“and across each office in the Department
that manages National Laboratories, the re-
port under paragraph (1)’; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) through
(D) and inserting the following:

““(A) the current priority list of each pro-
posed National Laboratory and single-pur-
pose research facility and infrastructure
project, including cost and schedule require-
ments and proposed funding source;

‘“(B) a current 10-year plan that dem-
onstrates the reconfiguration of each Na-
tional Laboratory and single-purpose re-
search facility and infrastructure project to
meet respective missions and to address re-
spective long-term operational costs and re-
turn on investment;

‘(C) a preliminary estimate of funding and
resources required to fulfill the 10-year plan
described in subparagraph (B) and a descrip-
tion of how investments will be allocated
among budgetary sources; and

‘(D) a description of facilities and infra-
structure planning processes, including data
and metrics relied upon, project
prioritization criteria, and stakeholder en-
gagement.”’.

SA 4523. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROVISION OF EPSTEIN FILES.

The Department of Justice shall provide
the Epstein files to the truth commission of
the New Mexico Legislature.

SA 4524. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . FUNDING FOR HEAD START PRO-

GRAMS, INCLUDING INDIAN HEAD
START PROGRAMS.

In addition to amounts otherwise avail-
able, there is appropriated to the Secretary
of Health and Human Services for fiscal year
2026, out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, $14,900,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, to carry out
the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.).

SA 4525. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROVISION OF EPSTEIN FILES.

The Department of Justice shall provide
the Epstein files to the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Justice.

SA 4526. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . REPEAL OF CERTAIN NUTRITION PRO-

VISIONS.

Sections 10101 through 10108 of Public Law
119-21 are repealed, and any provisions of law
amended by those sections are restored or re-
vived as if those sections had not been en-
acted into law.

SA 4527. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . NULLIFICATION
ORDER 3438.

Effective beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, Secretarial Order 3834,
issued by the Secretary of the Interior on
August 1, 2025 (relating to managing Federal
energy resources and protecting the environ-
ment) shall have no force or effect and no
Federal funds may be used to implement, ad-
minister, enforce, or carry out that Secre-
tarial Order.

OF SECRETARIAL

SA 4528. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . WITHDRAWAL OF FEDERAL LAND,
CURRY COUNTY AND JOSEPHINE
COUNTY, OREGON.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘el-
igible Federal land’ means—

(A) any federally owned land or interest in
land depicted on the Maps as within the Hun-
ter Creek and Pistol River Headwaters With-
drawal Proposal or the Rough and Ready and
Baldface Creeks Mineral Withdrawal Pro-
posal; or

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(B) any land or interest in land located
within such withdrawal proposals that is ac-
quired by the Federal Government after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(2) MAPS.—The term ‘‘Maps’ means—

(A) the Bureau of Land Management map
entitled ‘“‘Hunter Creek and Pistol River
Headwaters Withdrawal Proposal’ and dated
January 12, 2015; and

(B) the Bureau of Land Management map
entitled ‘‘Rough and Ready and Baldface
Creeks Mineral Withdrawal Proposal” and
dated January 12, 2015.

(b) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the eligible Federal land is withdrawn
from all forms of—

(1) entry, appropriation, or disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(3) operation under the mineral leasing and
geothermal leasing laws.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF MAPS.—Not later than
30 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Maps shall be made available to the
public at each appropriate office of the Bu-
reau of Land Management.

(d) EXISTING USES NOT AFFECTED.—Except
with respect to the withdrawal under sub-
section (b), nothing in this section restricts
recreational uses, hunting, fishing, forest
management activities, or other authorized
uses allowed on the date of enactment of this
Act on the eligible Federal land in accord-
ance with applicable law.

SA 4529. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE  —MALHEUR COUNTY LAND

HEALTH MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
SEC. 01. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Malheur
Community Empowerment for the Owyhee
Act”.

SEC. _ 02. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) BUREAU.—The term ‘Bureau’’ means
the Bureau of Land Management.

(2) COUNTY.—The term ‘‘County’ means
Malheur County, Oregon.

(3) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal

land” means land in the County managed by
the Bureau.

(4) LONG-TERM ECOLOGICAL HEALTH.—The
term ‘‘long-term ecological health’”’, with re-
spect to an ecosystem, means the ability of
the ecological processes of the ecosystem to
function in a manner that maintains the
composition, structure, activity, and resil-
ience of the ecosystem over time, including
an ecologically appropriate diversity of
plant and animal communities, habitats,
connectivity, and conditions that are sus-
tainable through successional processes.

(6) MALHEUR C.E.O. GROUP.—The term
‘“Malheur C.E.O. Group’” means the group es-
tablished by section  04(Db).

(6) OPERATIONAL FLEXIBILITY.—The term
‘“‘operational flexibility’’, with respect to
grazing on the Federal land, means—

(A) a seasonal adjustment of livestock po-
sitioning for the purposes of that grazing
pursuant to a flexible grazing use authorized
under the program with respect to which
written notice is provided; or

(B) an adjustment of water source place-
ment with respect to which written notice is
provided.
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(7) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’ means
the Malheur County Grazing Management
Program authorized under section ___ 03(a).

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(9) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Oregon.

SEC. 03. MALHEUR COUNTY GRAZING MAN-
AGEMENT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may carry
out a grazing management program on the
Federal land, to be known as the ‘‘Malheur
County Grazing Management Program’’, in
accordance with applicable law (including
regulations) and the memorandum entitled
“Bureau of Land Management Instruction
Memorandum 2018-109° (as in effect on Sep-
tember 30, 2021), to provide to authorized
grazing permittees and lessees increased
operational flexibility to improve the long-
term ecological health of the Federal land.

(b) PERMIT OPERATIONAL FLEXIBILITY.—

(1) FLEXIBLE GRAZING USE ALTERNATIVE FOR
A GRAZING PERMIT OR LEASE.—At the request
of an authorized grazing permittee or lessee,
for purposes of renewing a grazing permit or
lease under the program, pursuant to the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the Secretary shall de-
velop and analyze at least 1 alternative to
provide operational flexibility in livestock
grazing use to account for changing condi-
tions.

(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop alternatives under paragraph (1) in
consultation with—

(A) the applicable grazing permittee or les-
see;

(B) affected Federal and State agencies;

(C) the Malheur C.E.O. Group;

(D) the Burns Paiute Tribe or the Fort
McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone Tribes, as
applicable;

(E) other landowners in the affected allot-
ment; and

(F') interested members of the public.

(3) IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERIM OPER-
ATIONAL FLEXIBILITIES.—If an applicable
monitoring plan has been adopted under
paragraph (4), in order to improve long-term
ecological health, on the request of an au-
thorized grazing permittee or lessee, the Sec-
retary shall, using new and existing data,
allow a variance to the terms and conditions
of the existing applicable grazing permit or
lease for the applicable year due to signifi-
cant changes in weather, forage production,
effects of fire or drought, or other temporary
conditions—

(A) to adjust the season of use, the begin-
ning date of the period of use, the ending
date of the period of use, or both the begin-
ning date and ending date, as applicable,
under the grazing permit or lease, subject to
the requirements that—

(i) unless otherwise specified in the appro-
priate allotment management plan or any
other activity plan that is the functional
equivalent to the appropriate allotment
management plan under section 4120.2(a)(3)
of title 43, Code of Federal Regulations (or a
successor regulation), the applicable ad-
justed date of the season of use occurs—

(I) not earlier than 14 days before the be-
ginning date specified in the applicable per-
mit or lease; and

(IT) not later than 14 days after the ending
date specified in the applicable permit or
lease; and

(ii) the authorized grazing permittee or les-
see provides written notice of the adjust-
ment to the Bureau not later than 2 business
days before the date of adjustment;

(B) to adjust the dates for pasture rotation
based on average vegetation stage and soil
condition by not more than 14 days, subject
to the requirement that the authorized graz-
ing permittee or lessee shall provide to the
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Bureau written notice of the adjustment not
later than 2 business days before the date of
adjustment;

(C) to adjust the placement of water struc-
tures for livestock or wildlife by not more
than 100 yards from an associated existing
road, pipeline, or structure, subject to appli-
cable laws and the requirement that the au-
thorized grazing permittee or lessee shall
provide to the Bureau written notice of the
adjustment not later than 2 business days
before the date of adjustment; and

(D) in a case in which the monitoring plan
adopted under paragraph (4) indicates alter-
ations in the operational flexibilities are
necessary to achieve ecological health or
avoid immediate ecological degradation of
the allotment or allotment area, to adjust
the operational flexibilities immediately,
subject to the requirement that the author-
ized grazing permittee or lessee shall provide
written notice of the adjustment to the Bu-
reau and the individuals and entities de-
scribed in subparagraphs (B) through (F) of
paragraph (2).

(4) MONITORING PLANS.—

(A) MONITORING PLANS FOR PERMIT FLEXI-
BILITY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall adopt
cooperative rangeland monitoring plans and
rangeland health objectives to apply to ac-
tions taken under paragraph (1) and to mon-
itor and evaluate the improvements or deg-
radations to the long-term ecological health
of the Federal land under the program, in
consultation with grazing permittees or les-
sees and other individuals and entities de-
scribed in paragraph (2), using existing or
new scientifically supportable data.

(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—A monitoring plan
adopted under clause (i) shall—

(I) identify situations in which providing
operational flexibility in grazing permit or
lease uses under the program is appropriate
to improve long-term ecological health of
the Federal land;

(IT) identify ways in which progress under
the program would be measured toward long-
term ecological health of the Federal land;

(ITI) include for projects monitored under
the program—

(aa) a description of the condition stand-
ards for which the monitoring is tracking,
including baseline conditions and desired
outcome conditions;

(bb) a description of monitoring methods
and protocols;

(cc) a schedule for collecting data;

(dd) an identification of the responsible
party for data collection and storage;

(ee) an evaluation schedule;

(ff) a description of the anticipated use of
the data;

(gg) provisions for adjusting any compo-
nents of the monitoring plan; and

(hh) a description of the method to com-
municate the criteria for adjusting livestock
grazing use; and

(IV) provide for annual reports on the ef-
fects of flexibility in grazing permit or lease
uses under the program to allow the Sec-
retary to make management adjustments to
account for the information provided in the
annual report.

(B) MONITORING PLANS FOR INTERIM OPER-
ATIONAL FLEXIBILITY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall adopt
cooperative rangeland utilization moni-
toring plans and rangeland health objectives
to apply to actions taken under paragraph
(3) and to monitor and evaluate the improve-
ments or degradations to the long-term eco-
logical health of the Federal land identified
for flexible use under the program.

(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—A monitoring plan de-
veloped under clause (i) shall—

(I) evaluate the percent utilization of
available forage;
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(IT) identify the appropriate percentage of
utilization for the feed type, ecosystem, time
of year, and type of animal using the allot-
ment;

(III) include—

(aa) a description of the utilization stand-
ards for which the monitoring is tracking,
including baseline conditions and desired
outcome conditions;

(bb) a description of utilization evaluation
protocol;

(cc) an evaluation schedule identifying pe-
riods during which utilization data will be
collected;

(dd) provisions for adjusting any compo-
nents of the monitoring plan, including ac-
ceptance of data from identified third par-
ties; and

(ee) a description of the method to commu-
nicate the criteria for adjusting livestock
grazing use based on the on-the-ground con-
ditions after the period of use; and

(IV) provide for annual reports on the ef-
fects of flexibility in grazing permit or lease
uses under the program to allow the Sec-
retary to make management adjustments to
account for the information provided in the
annual report.

(6) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—

(A) PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE.—If the Sec-
retary determines that an alternative con-
sidered under the program that provides
operational flexibility is the preferred alter-
native, the Secretary shall—

(i) incorporate the alternative, including
applicable monitoring plans adopted under
paragraph (4), into the terms and conditions
of the applicable grazing permit or lease; and

(ii) specify how the monitoring informa-
tion with respect to the preferred alternative
should be used to inform management ad-
justments under the program.

(B) ADJUSTMENTS.—Before implementing
any measure for purposes of operational
flexibility with respect to a grazing use au-
thorized under the terms and conditions of a
permit or lease with respect to which an al-
ternative has been incorporated under sub-
paragraph (A), the grazing permittee or les-
see shall notify the Secretary in writing of
the proposed adjustment.

(C) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may include any other requirements
in a permit or lease with respect to which an
alternative has been incorporated under sub-
paragraph (A) that the Secretary determines
to be necessary.

(¢) REVIEW; TERMINATION.—

(1) REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), not earlier than the date that is 8 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall conduct a review of the pro-
gram to determine whether the objectives of
the program are being met.

(B) NO EFFECT ON PROGRAM PERMITS AND
LEASES.—The review of the program under
subparagraph (A) shall not affect the exist-
ence, renewal, or termination of a grazing
permit or lease entered into under the pro-
gram.

(2) TERMINATION.—If, based on the review
conducted under paragraph (1), the Secretary
determines that the objectives of the pro-
gram are not being met, the Secretary shall,
on the date that is 10 years after the date of
enactment of this Act—

(A) modify the program in a manner to en-
sure that the objectives of the program
would be met; or

(B) terminate the program.

(d) NO EFFECT ON GRAZING PRIVILEGES.—
Nothing in this title—

(1) affects grazing privileges provided
under the Act of June 28, 1934 (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Taylor Grazing Act”; 43
U.S.C. 315 et seq.);

March 18, 2026

(2) requires the Secretary to consider
modifying or terminating the classification
of any existing grazing district on the Fed-
eral land in any subsequent plan or decision
of the Secretary; or

(3) precludes the Secretary from modifying
or terminating an existing permit or lease in
accordance with applicable law (including
regulations).

SEC.  04. MALHEUR C.E.O. GROUP.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONSENSUS.—The term ‘‘consensus’’
means a unanimous agreement by the voting
members of the Malheur C.E.O. Group
present and constituting a quorum at a regu-
larly scheduled business meeting of the
Malheur C.E.O. Group.

(2) FEDERAL AGENCY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Federal agen-
cy” means an agency or department of the
Government of the United States.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Federal agen-
cy’”’ includes—

(i) the Bureau of Reclamation;

(ii) the Bureau of Indian Affairs;

(iii) the Bureau;

(iv) the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

(v) the Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

(3) QUORUM.—The term ‘‘quorum’ means 1
more than Y% of the voting members of the
Malheur C.E.O. Group.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Malheur C.E.O. Group to assist in car-
rying out this section.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Malheur C.E.O. Group
shall consist of 18 members, to be appointed
in accordance with paragraph (2), including—

(A) 5 voting members who represent pri-
vate interests, of whom—

(i) 3 members represent livestock grazing
interests, of whom—

(I) 1 member resides in the northern s of
the County;

(IT) 1 member resides in the center Y5 of the
County; and

(IIT) 1 member resides in the southern %5 of
the County;

(ii) 1 member is in the recreation or tour-
ism industry; and

(iii) 1 member is from an applicable irriga-
tion district;

(B) 2 voting members who represent the en-
vironmental community, 1 of whom is based
in the County;

(C) 1 voting member who represents the
hunting or fishing community;

(D) 2 voting members who are representa-
tives of Indian Tribes, of whom—

(i) 1 member shall be a representative of
the Burns Paiute Tribe; and

(ii) 1 member shall be a representative of
the Fort McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone
Tribes;

(E) 2 nonvoting members who are rep-
resentatives of Federal agencies with author-
ity and responsibility in the County and who
shall provide technical assistance, 1 of whom
shall represent the Bureau;

(F) 2 nonvoting members who are rep-
resentatives of State agencies with author-
ity and responsibility in the County and who
shall provide technical assistance, of whom—

(i) 1 member shall be from the State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife; and

(ii) 1 member shall be from the State Parks
Department; and

(G) 4 nonvoting members who are rep-
resentatives of units of local government
within the County and who shall provide
technical assistance, 1 of whom shall be from
the County weeds eradication department.

(2) APPOINTMENT; TERM; VACANCY.—

(A) APPOINTMENT.—

(i) GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES.—A member of
the Malheur C.E.O. Group representing a
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Federal agency or State or local agency shall
be appointed by the head of the applicable
agency.

(ii) PRIVATE INTERESTS.—A member of the
Malheur C.E.O. Group representing private
interests shall be appointed by the applica-
ble represented groups.

(B) TERM.—A member of the Malheur
C.E.O. Group shall serve for a term of 3
years.

(C) VACANCY.—A vacancy on the Malheur
C.E.O. Group shall be filled in the manner
described in subparagraph (A).

(d) PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Malheur C.E.O. Group
shall propose eligible projects described in
paragraph (2) on Federal land and water and
non-Federal land and water in the County to
be carried out by the Malheur C.E.O. Group
or a third party, using funds provided by the
Malheur C.E.O. Group, if a consensus of the
Malheur C.E.O. Group approves the proposed
eligible project.

(2) DESCRIPTION OF ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—AnN
eligible project referred to in paragraph (1) is
a project—

(A) that complies with existing law (in-
cluding regulations); and

(B) relating to—

(i) ecological restoration, including devel-
opment, planning, and implementation;

(ii) range improvements for the purpose of
providing more efficient and effective eco-
logically beneficial management of domestic
livestock, fish, wildlife, or habitat;

(iii) invasive species management or eradi-
cation, including invasive weeds, vegetation,
fish, or wildlife;

(iv) restoration of springs and related
water infrastructure to enhance the avail-
ability of sustainable flows of freshwater for
livestock, fish, or wildlife;

(v) conservation of cultural sites;

(vi) economic development or recreation
management; or

(vii) research, monitoring, or analysis.

(3) REQUIREMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an eligible
project proposed under paragraph (1) that is
to be carried out on Federal land or requires
the use of Federal funds, the project may not
be carried out without the approval of the
head of the applicable Federal agency.

(B) FAILURE TO APPROVE.—If an eligible
project described in subparagraph (A) is not
approved by the head of the applicable Fed-
eral agency, not later than 14 business days
after the date on which the proposal is sub-
mitted to the head of the applicable Federal
agency, the head of the Federal agency shall
provide to the Malheur C.E.O. Group in writ-
ing a description of the reasons for not ap-
proving the proposed eligible project.

(4) FAILURE TO APPROVE BY CONSENSUS.—If
an eligible project proposed under paragraph
(1) is not agreed to by consensus after 3 votes
are conducted by the Malheur C.E.O. Group,
the proposed eligible project may be agreed
to by a quorum of the members of the
Malheur C.E.O. Group, subject to the limita-
tions that—

(A) the eligible project may not be carried
out on Federal land; and

(B) no Federal funds may be used for an el-
igible project that is agreed to in accordance
with this paragraph.

(6) ACCEPTANCE OF  DONATIONS.—The
Malheur C.E.O. Group may—

(A) accept and place into a trust fund any
donations, grants, or other funds received by
the Malheur C.E.O. Group; and

(B) use amounts placed into a trust fund
under paragraph (1) to carry out eligible
projects approved in accordance with this
section, including eligible projects carried
out on Federal land or water or using Fed-
eral funds, if the project is approved by the
head of the applicable Federal agency.
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(6) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal share of the
total cost of an eligible project carried out
using amounts made available under sub-
section (i) shall be not more than 75 percent.

(B) FORM OF NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTION.—
The non-Federal contribution required under
subparagraph (A) may be provided in the
form of in-kind contributions.

(7) FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS.—AIl fund-
ing recommendations developed by the
Malheur C.E.O. Group shall be based on a
consensus of the Malheur C.E.O. Group mem-
bers.

(e) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Any Federal
agency with authority and responsibility in
the County shall, to the extent practicable,
provide technical assistance to the Malheur
C.E.O. Group on request of the Malheur
C.E.O. Group.

(f) PUBLIC NOTICE AND PARTICIPATION.—The
Malheur C.E.O. Group shall conduct all
meetings subject to applicable open meeting
and public participation laws.

(g) PRIORITIES.—For purposes of approving
eligible projects proposed under subsection
(d)(1), the Malheur C.E.O. Group shall give
priority to voluntary habitat, range, and
ecosystem restoration projects focused on
improving the long-term ecological health of
the Federal land and natural bodies of water.

(h) ADDITIONAL PROJECTS.—To the extent
permitted by applicable law and subject to
the availability of appropriations, Federal
agencies may contribute to the implementa-
tion of projects recommended by the
Malheur C.E.O. Group and approved by the
Secretary.

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to the Secretary to carry out
this section $1,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2026 through 2036.

(2) MAINTENANCE AND DISTRIBUTION.—
Amounts made available under paragraph (1)
shall be maintained and distributed by the
Secretary.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more
than more than 5 percent of amounts made
available under paragraph (1) for a fiscal
year may be used for the administration of
this title.

(4) GRANTS.—Of the amounts made avail-
able under paragraph (1), not more than 10
percent may be made available for a fiscal
year to provide grants to the Malheur C.E.O.
Group.

(j) EFFECT.—

(1) EXISTING ACTIVITIES.—The activities of
the Malheur C.E.O. Group shall supplement,
and not replace, existing activities to man-
age the natural resources of the County.

(2) LEGAL RIGHTS, DUTIES, OR AUTHORI-
TIES.—Nothing in this section affects any
legal right, duty, or authority of any person
or Federal agency, including any member of
the Malheur C.E.O. Group.

SEC. __ 05. LAND DESIGNATIONS.

(a) DEFINITION OF WILDERNESS AREA.—In
this section, the term ‘‘wilderness area’
means a wilderness area designated by sub-
section (b)(1).

(b) DESIGNATION OF WILDERNESS AREAS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with the
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), the
following Federal land in the County com-
prising approximately 1,102,393 acres, as gen-
erally depicted on the referenced maps, is
designated as wilderness and as components
of the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem:

(A) FIFTEENMILE CREEK WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
61,647 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘‘Proposed Wilderness Trout Creek—
Oregon Canyon Group’ and dated December
12, 2023, which shall be known as the
“‘Fifteenmile Creek Wilderness’.
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(B) OREGON CANYON MOUNTAINS WILDER-
NESS.—Certain Federal land, comprising ap-
proximately 53,559 acres, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Wil-
derness Trout Creek-Oregon Canyon Group’’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the ‘“‘Oregon Canyon Mountains
Wilderness’.

(C) TWELVEMILE CREEK WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
38,099 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘“‘Proposed Wilderness Trout Creek-—
Oregon Canyon Group’ and dated December
12, 2023, which shall be known as the
“Twelvemile Creek Wilderness’.

(D) UPPER WEST LITTLE OWYHEE WILDER-
NESS.—Certain Federal land, comprising ap-
proximately 93,199 acres, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Wil-
derness Upper Owyhee’ and dated December
12, 2023, which shall be known as the ‘“‘Upper
West Little Owyhee Wilderness’’.

(E) LOOKOUT BUTTE WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately
66,242 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Proposed Wilderness Upper
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘‘Lookout Butte Wil-
derness’’.

(F) MARY GAUTREAUX OWYHEE RIVER CANYON
WILDERNESS.—Certain Federal land, com-
prising approximately 211,679 acres, as gen-
erally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Pro-
posed Wilderness Upper Owyhee” and dated
December 12, 2023, which shall be known as
the ‘“Mary Gautreaux Owyhee River Canyon
Wilderness’ .

(G) BLACK BUTTE WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal 1land, comprising approximately
12,058 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Proposed Wilderness Upper
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘Black Butte Wilder-
ness’’.

(H) TWIN BUTTE WILDERNESS.—Certain Fed-
eral land, comprising approximately 18,150
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘‘Proposed Wilderness Upper Owyhee”’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the ‘“T'win Butte Wilderness”’.

(I) OREGON BUTTE WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal 1land, comprising approximately
31,934 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Proposed Wilderness Upper
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘Oregon Butte Wilder-
ness’’.

(J) MAHOGANY BUTTE WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately 8,953
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘“‘Proposed Wilderness Upper Owyhee”’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the ‘“‘“Mahogany Butte Wilderness’’.

(K) DEER FLAT WILDERNESS.—Certain Fed-
eral land, comprising approximately 12,250
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘“‘Proposed Wilderness Upper Owyhee’’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the ‘“‘Deer Flat Wilderness”’.

(L) SACRAMENTO HILL WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately 9,574
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘“‘Proposed Wilderness Upper Owyhee”’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the ‘‘Sacramento Hill Wilderness’’.

(M) DEADMAN BUTTE WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately 7,152
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘“‘Proposed Wilderness Upper Owyhee”’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the ‘““Deadman Butte Wilderness’.

(N) BIG GRASSEY WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately
44,238 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘“Proposed Wilderness Upper
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘‘Big Grassey Wilder-
ness’.
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(O) NORTH FORK OWYHEE WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
5,276 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Proposed Wilderness Upper
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘North Fork Owyhee
Wilderness’.

(P) MARY GAUTREAUX LOWER OWYHEE CAN-
YON WILDERNESS.—Certain Federal land,
comprising approximately 77,121 acres, as
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘“‘Pro-
posed Wilderness Lower Owyhee’” and dated
December 12, 2023, which shall be known as
the “Mary Gautreaux Lower Owyhee Canyon
Wilderness’.

(Q) JORDAN CRATERS WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately
29,255 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘““Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘Jordan Craters Wil-
derness’’.

(R) OWYHEE BREAKS WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately
31,637 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘“Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘Owyhee Breaks Wil-
derness’’.

(S) DRY CREEK WILDERNESS.—Certain Fed-
eral land, comprising approximately 33,209
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘‘Proposed Wilderness Lower Owyhee’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the “Dry Creek Wilderness’.

(T) DRY CREEK BUTTES WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
88,289 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘““Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“Dry Creek Buttes
Wilderness’.

(U) UPPER LESLIE GULCH WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
2,997 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘““Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee’’ and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘Upper Leslie Gulch
Wilderness’.

(V) SLOCUM CREEK WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately 7,534
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘‘Proposed Wilderness Lower Owyhee”’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as the ‘“‘Slocum Creek Wilderness”’.

(W) HONEYCOMBS WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately
41,122 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘“Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘Honeycombs Wilder-
ness’’.

(X) WILD HORSE BASIN WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
18,402 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘““Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“Wild Horse Basin Wil-
derness’’.

(Y) QUARTZ MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
32,943 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘““Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee’’ and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘‘Quartz Mountain Wil-
derness’’.

(Z) THE TONGUE WILDERNESS.—Certain Fed-
eral land, comprising approximately 5,909
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘‘Proposed Wilderness Lower Owyhee”’
and dated December 12, 2023, which shall be
known as ‘‘The Tongue Wilderness”’.

(AA) THREE FINGERS ROCK NORTH WILDER-
NESS.—Certain Federal land, comprising ap-
proximately 12,462 acres, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Wil-
derness Lower Owyhee’ and dated December

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

12, 2023, which shall be known as the “Three
Fingers Rock North Wilderness’.

(BB) BURNT MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS.—Cer-
tain Federal land, comprising approximately
8,115 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Proposed Wilderness Lower
Owyhee” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“Burnt Mountain Wil-
derness’’.

(CC) CAMP CREEK WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land, comprising approximately
72,697 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘‘Proposed Wilderness Camp Creek
Group’” and dated December 12, 2023, which
shall be known as the ‘“‘Camp Creek Wilder-
ness’.

(2) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a map and legal de-
scription of each wilderness area.

(B) EFFECT.—Each map and legal descrip-
tion prepared under subparagraph (A) shall
have the same force and effect as if included
in this title, except that the Secretary may
correct clerical and typographical errors in
the map or legal description.

(C) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The maps and
legal descriptions prepared under subpara-
graph (A) shall be on file and available for
public inspection in the appropriate offices
of the Bureau.

(3) MANAGEMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the wilderness areas shall be adminis-
tered by the Secretary in accordance with
the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.),
except that—

(i) any reference in that Act to the effec-
tive date of that Act shall be considered to
be a reference to the date of enactment of
this Act; and

(ii) any reference in that Act to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall be considered to
be a reference to the Secretary.

(B) GRAZING.—The Secretary shall allow
the continuation of the grazing of livestock,
in the wilderness areas, if established before
the date of enactment of this Act, in accord-
ance with—

(i) section 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1133(d)(4)); and

(ii) the guidelines set forth in Appendix A
of the report of the Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives accompanying H.R. 2570 of the
101st Congress (House Report 101-405).

(C) ROADS ADJACENT TO WILDERNESS
AREAS.—Nothing in this title requires the
closure of any adjacent road outside the
boundary of a wilderness area.

(D) FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT ACTIVI-
TIES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In furtherance of the pur-
poses and principles of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), the Secretary may con-
duct any management activities that are
necessary to maintain or restore fish and
wildlife populations and habitats in the wil-
derness areas, if the management activities
are—

(I) consistent with applicable wilderness
management plans; and

(IT) conducted in accordance with appro-
priate policies, such as the policies estab-
lished in Appendix B of the report of the
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of
the House of Representatives accompanying
H.R. 2570 of the 101st Congress (House Report
101-405).

(ii) INCLUSIONS.—Management activities
under clause (i) may include the occasional
and temporary use of motorized vehicles, if
the use, as determined by the Secretary,
would promote healthy, viable, and more
naturally distributed wildlife populations
that would enhance wilderness values while
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causing the minimum impact necessary to
accomplish those tasks.

(E) EXISTING ACTIVITIES.—Consistent with
section 4(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)) and in accordance with ap-
propriate policies, such as the policies estab-
lished in Appendix B of the report of the
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of
the House of Representatives accompanying
H.R. 2570 of the 101st Congress (House Report
101-405), the State may use aircraft (includ-
ing helicopters) in the wilderness areas to
survey capture, transplant, monitor, and
provide water for wildlife populations, in-
cluding bighorn sheep and feral stock, feral
horses, and feral burros.

(c) MANAGEMENT OF LAND NOT DESIGNATED
AS WILDERNESS.—

(1) RELEASE OF WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS.—

(A) FINDING.—Congress finds that, for pur-
poses of section 603(c) of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1782(c)), the Clarks Butte Wilderness
Study Area, Saddle Butte Wilderness Study
Area, and Bowden Hills Wilderness Study
Area have been adequately studied for wil-
derness designation.

(B) RELEASE.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the land described in subparagraph
(A)—

(i) is no longer subject to section 603(c) of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782(c)); and

(ii) shall be managed in accordance with
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), including
any applicable land use plan adopted under
section 202 of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1712).

(2) MANAGEMENT OF CERTAIN LAND WITH WIL-
DERNESS CHARACTERISTICS.—Any portion of
the Federal land that was previously deter-
mined by the Secretary to be land with wil-
derness characteristics that is not des-
ignated as wilderness by subsection (b)(1)
and is not designated on the Map as ‘‘land
with wilderness characteristics’” shall be
managed by the Secretary in accordance
with the applicable land use plans adopted
under section 202 of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712).
SEC. 06. LAND CONVEYANCES TO BURNS PAI-

UTE TRIBE AND CASTLE ROCK CO-
STEWARDSHIP AREA.

(a) JONESBORO RANCH, ROAD GULCH, AND
BLACK CANYON LAND CONVEYANCES.—

(1) CONVEYANCE AND TAKING INTO TRUST.—

(A) TITLE.—As soon as practicable after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall accept title to the land de-
scribed in paragraph (2), if conveyed or oth-
erwise transferred to the United States by,
or on behalf of, the Burns Paiute Tribe.

(B) TrRUsT.—Land to which title is accepted
by the Secretary under subparagraph (A)
shall—

(i) be held in trust by the United States for
the benefit of the Burns Paiute Tribe; and

(ii) be part of the reservation of the Burns
Paiute Tribe.

(2) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in paragraph (1)(A) is the following:

(A) JONESBORO RANCH.—The parcel com-
monly known as ‘‘Jonesboro Ranch’’, located
approximately 6 miles east of Juntura, Or-
egon, consisting of 21,5648 acres of Federal
land, 6,686 acres of certain private land
owned by the Burns Paiute Tribe and associ-
ated with the Jonesboro Ranch containing
the pastures referred to as ‘‘Saddle Horse”
and ‘‘Trail Horse”’, ‘‘Indian Creek’, ‘‘Sperry
Creek”, ‘‘Antelope Swales’, ‘‘Horse Camp’’,
“Dinner Creek”, ‘“Upper Hunter Creek’’, and
“Tim’s Peak’, generally depicted as
‘“‘Jonesboro Parcels (Transfer)” on the map
entitled ‘‘Proposed Wilderness Camp Creek
Group” and dated December 12, 2023, and
more particularly described as follows:
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(i) T. 20 S., R. 38 E., secs. 25 and 36, Willam-
ette Meridian.

(ii) T. 20 S., R. 39 E., secs. 256-36, Willamette
Meridian.

(iii) T. 20 S., R. 40 E., secs. 30, 31, and 32,
Willamette Meridian.

(iv) T. 21 S., R. 39 E., secs. 1-18, 20-29, and
32-36, Willamette Meridian.

(v) T. 21 S., R. 40 E., secs. 5-8, 17-19, 30, and
31, Willamette Meridian.

(vi) T. 22 S., R. 39 E., secs. 1-5, 8, and 9, Wil-
lamette Meridian.

(B) ROAD GULCH; BLACK CANYON.—The ap-
proximately 4,137 acres of State land con-
taining the pastures referred to as ‘“‘Road
Gulch” and ‘“‘Black Canyon’ and more par-
ticularly described as follows:

(i) T. 20 S., R. 39 E., secs. 10, 11, 15, 14, 13,
21-28, and 36, Willamette Meridian.

(ii) T 20 S., R. 40 E., secs. 19, 30, 31, and 32,
Willamette Meridian.

(3) APPLICABLE LAW.—Land taken into
trust under paragraph (1)(B) shall be admin-
istered in accordance with the laws (includ-
ing regulations) generally applicable to prop-
erty held in trust by the United States for
the benefit of an Indian Tribe.

(4) MAP OF TRUST LAND.—AS soon as prac-
ticable after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall prepare a map de-
picting the land taken into trust under para-
graph (1)(B).

(5) LAND EXCHANGE.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall seek to enter into an agree-
ment with the State under which the Sec-
retary would exchange Federal land for the
portions of the area described in paragraph
(2)(B) that are owned by the State.

(b) CASTLE ROCK LAND TO BE HELD IN
TRUST AND CO-STEWARDSHIP AREA.—

(1) LAND TO BE HELD IN TRUST.—AIl right,
title, and interest of the United States in
and to the approximately 2,500 acres of land
in the Castle Rock Wilderness Study Area, as
depicted as ‘‘Lands to be Taken into Trust”’
on the map entitled ‘‘Land into Trust and
Co-Stewardship Castle Rock Group’” and
dated December 12, 2023, shall—

(A) be held in trust by the United States
for the benefit of the Burns Paiute Tribe;
and

(B) be part of the reservation of the Burns
Paiute Tribe.

(2) CASTLE ROCK CO-STEWARDSHIP AREA.—

(A) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall seek to enter into a memo-
randum of understanding with the Burns
Paiute Tribe to provide for the co-steward-
ship of the area depicted as ‘‘Tribal Co-Stew-
ardship Area’ on the map entitled ‘‘Land
into Trust and Co-Stewardship Castle Rock
Group” and dated December 12, 2023, to be
known as the ‘‘Castle Rock Co-Stewardship
Area’.

(ii) REQUIREMENT.—The memorandum of
understanding entered into under clause (i)
shall ensure that the Castle Rock Co-Stew-
ardship Area is managed in a manner that—

(I) ensures that Tribal interests are ade-
quately considered;

(IT) provides for maximum protection of
cultural and archaeological resources; and

(IIT) provides for the protection of natural
resources with cultural significance.

(B) MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS.—In accord-
ance with applicable law (including regula-
tions), the Secretary may enter into 1 or
more management agreements with the
Burns Paiute Tribe to authorize the Burns
Paiute Tribe to carry out management ac-
tivities in the Castle Rock Co-Stewardship
Area in accordance with the memorandum of
understanding entered into under subpara-
graph (A)({).
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(C) GRAZING.—The grazing of livestock in
the Castle Rock Co-Stewardship Area, if es-
tablished before the date of enactment of
this Act, shall be permitted to continue in
accordance with applicable law (including
regulations).

(D) WATER RIGHTS.—Nothing in this para-
graph—

(i) affects any valid and existing water
rights; or

(ii) provides the Burns Paiute Tribe with
any new water right or claim.

(3) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the land taken into trust under para-
graph (1) and the land comprising the Castle
Rock Co-Stewardship Area are withdrawn
from—

(A) all forms of entry, appropriation, and
disposal under the public land laws;

(B) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(C) operation of the mineral leasing and
geothermal leasing laws and mineral mate-
rials laws.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this section $2,000,000
for fiscal year 2026.

(d) EFFECT ON TRIBAL RIGHTS AND CERTAIN
EXISTING UsSES.—Nothing in this section, in-
cluding any designation or nondesignation of
land transferred into trust to be held by the
United States for the benefit of the Burns
Paiute Tribe under this section—

(1) alters, modifies, enlarges, diminishes,
or abrogates rights secured by a treaty, stat-
ute, Executive order, or other Federal law of
any Indian Tribe, including off-reservation
reserved rights; or

(2) affects—

(A) existing rights-of-way; or

(B) preexisting grazing uses and existing
water rights or mining claims, except as spe-
cifically negotiated between any applicable
Indian Tribe and the Secretary.

SA 4530. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION —NATIONAL PRESCRIBED

FIRE ACT
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the ‘‘National Prescribed Fire Act of
2026”°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.
TITLE I—USE OF FUNDS
Sec. 101. Prescribed fire funding.
Sec. 102. Policies and practices.
Sec. 103. Collaborative Prescribed Fire Pro-
gram.

TITLE II-FACILITATING
IMPLEMENTATION AND OUTREACH
Sec. 201. Cooperative agreements and con-

tracts.
Human resources.
Liability of prescribed fire man-
agers.
Sec. 204. Environmental review.
Sec. 205. Prescribed fire education program.
TITLE III—REPORTING; OTHER MATTERS
Sec. 301. Annual reports to National Fire
Planning and Operations Data-
base.
Sec. 302. Annual implementation report.
Sec. 303. Savings provision.

202.
208.

Sec.
Sec.
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SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.—The term
‘‘congressional committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry, and the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Natural Resources,
the Committee on Agriculture, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term
land’” means—

(A) land under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary, acting through the Director of the
Bureau of Land Management; and

(B) National Forest System land.

(3) LANDSCAPE-SCALE PRESCRIBED FIRE
PLAN.—The term ‘‘landscape-scale prescribed
fire plan” means a plan required for the ap-
plication of prescribed fire that—

(A) is prepared by qualified personnel;

(B) is approved by the Secretary con-
cerned;

(C) includes criteria under which the pre-
scribed fire will be conducted;

(D) is prepared in accordance with the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(E) covers a unit of the National Forest
System, a Bureau of Land Management dis-
trict, or a subunit of such a unit or district;

(F) analyzes the site-specific environ-
mental consequences and benefits of pre-
scribed fire on land described in subpara-
graph (E); and

(G) obviates the need for subsequent deci-
sions pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.) with respect to the unit, district, or
subunit described in subparagraph (E).

(4) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘National For-
est System’ has the meaning given the term
in section 11(a) of the Forest and Rangeland
Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974
(16 U.S.C. 1609(a)).

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘National For-
est System’ does not include the national
grasslands or land utilization projects ad-
ministered under title IIT of the Bankhead-
Jones Farm Tenant Act (7 U.S.C. 1010 et
seq.).

(5) PRESCRIBED FIRE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘prescribed
fire’> means a wildland fire originating from
a planned ignition, other than suppression
firing, in accordance with applicable laws,
policies, and regulations to meet specific ob-
jectives.

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘prescribed fire”
does not include a fire that is ignited for the
primary purpose of pile burning.

(6) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries”
means—

(A) the Secretary; and

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(8) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’ means—

(A) the Secretary, in the case of land under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management (or a designee); and

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, in the
case of land under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service (or a designee).

TITLE I—USE OF FUNDS
SEC. 101. PRESCRIBED FIRE FUNDING.

(a) FUNDING FLEXIBILITY.—

(1) DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.—Of the
funds appropriated for each fiscal year for
hazardous fuels management in the National
Forest System, the Secretary of Agriculture

“Federal
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may use not more than 15 percent to carry
out the activities described in subsection (b),
in addition to any amounts otherwise avail-
able to carry out those activities.

(2) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.—Of the
funds appropriated for each fiscal year for
hazardous fuels management and post-fire
activities in the account for wildland fire
management of the Department of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary may use not more than 15
percent to carry out the activities described
in subsection (b), in addition to any amounts
otherwise available to carry out those activi-
ties.

(b) DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES.—The activi-
ties referred to in subsection (a) are—

(1) with respect to prescribed fires on Fed-
eral land, or on non-Federal land if the Sec-
retary concerned determines that such ac-
tivities would benefit resources on Federal
land—

(A) entering into procurement contracts or
cooperative agreements for prescribed fire
activities;

(B) issuing grants to a State, a Tribal gov-
ernment, a local government, a prescribed
fire council, a prescribed burn association, or
a nonprofit organization for the implementa-
tion of prescribed fires, including—

(i) carrying out necessary environmental
reviews;

(ii) carrying out any site preparation nec-
essary for implementing prescribed fires; and

(iii) conducting any required pre-ignition
cultural or environmental surveys; and

(C) conducting outreach to the public, In-
dian Tribes and beneficiaries, and adjacent
landowners;

(2) implementing prescribed fires on non-
Federal land, if the Secretary concerned de-
termines that the prescribed fire would ben-
efit Federal land, including—

(A) carrying out necessary environmental
reviews;

(B) carrying out any site preparation nec-
essary for implementing prescribed fires; and

(C) conducting any required pre-ignition
cultural and environmental surveys;

(3) providing to Federal employees and co-
operators training for prescribed fire and
basic smoke management practices;

(4) conducting post-prescribed fire activi-
ties, such as monitoring for hazard trees or
reignitions and invasive species manage-
ment;

(5) providing technical or financial assist-
ance to a State, Tribal government, local
government, prescribed fire council, pre-
scribed burn association, or nonprofit orga-
nization for the purpose of providing train-
ing for prescribed fire or basic smoke man-
agement practices, consistent with any
standards developed by the National Wildfire
Coordinating Group or State prescribed fire
standards; and

(6) providing funding for the applicable
Collaborative Prescribed Fire Program es-
tablished under section 103.

(c) PRIORITIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary concerned shall coordinate
with the other Secretary concerned, State
and local government agencies, Indian
Tribes, and other applicable nongovern-
mental entities to establish prioritization
criteria for expending amounts pursuant to
subsection (a) for activities described in
paragraphs (2), (56), and (6) of subsection (b).

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In establishing criteria
under paragraph (1), the Secretary concerned
shall give priority to a project that is—

(A) implemented across a large contiguous
area;

(B) cross-boundary in nature;

(C) in an area that is—

(i) within or adjacent to the wildland-
urban interface and identified as a priority
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area in a statewide forest action plan or
Community Wildfire Protection Plan; or

(ii) identified as important to the protec-
tion of a Tribal trust resource or the re-
served or treaty rights of an Indian Tribe;

(D) on land that is at high or very high
risk of experiencing a wildfire that would be
difficult to suppress;

(E) in an area that is designated as critical
habitat and in need of ecological restoration
or enhancement that can be achieved with
the aid of prescribed fire;

(F) supportive of potential operational de-
lineations or strategic response zones; or

(G) for the purpose of maintaining existing
fuels treatments in an area.

SEC. 102. POLICIES AND PRACTICES.

(a) INCREASING PRESCRIBED FIRE.—Begin-
ning with the first fiscal year that begins
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
for each of the 9 fiscal years thereafter, the
Secretaries shall conduct prescribed fires on
Federal land such that the total acreage of
Federal land on which prescribed fires are
conducted is not less than 10 percent greater
than the total acreage of all Federal land on
which prescribed fires were conducted during
the preceding fiscal year.

(b) OPERATIONAL STRATEGY.—The Sec-
retary concerned shall develop, in coordina-
tion with State, local, and Tribal govern-
ments, a prescribed fire operational strategy
for the National Forest System or the De-
partment of the Interior, as applicable, that
describes—

(1) the fire deficit by unit, district, or
subunit; and

(2) staffing and funding needs to address
the fire deficit under paragraph (1).

SEC. 103. COLLABORATIVE PRESCRIBED FIRE
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned,
in coordination with the other Secretary
concerned, shall establish a Collaborative
Prescribed Fire Program (referred to in this
section as the ‘‘program’’) to select and fund
prescribed fire projects (each of which is re-
ferred to in this section as a ‘‘project’’) in ac-
cordance with—

(1) the prioritization criteria established
under section 101(c);

(2) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

(3) the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(4) the applicable land use or land manage-
ment plan; and

(5) any other applicable law.

(b) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—To be eligible
for nomination under subsection (c), a pro-
posal for a project shall—

(1) be consistent with a landscape restora-
tion and prescribed fire strategy—

(A) that is complete or substantially com-
plete;

(B) that identifies and prioritizes pre-
scribed fire treatments for a 10-year period
within a landscape that is—

(i) not less than 50,000 acres;

(ii) composed primarily of forested Federal
land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
concerned, but may also include other Fed-
eral, State, Tribal, or private land, if a treat-
ment on that land would benefit the applica-
ble Federal land; and

(iii) in need of—

(I) active ecosystem restoration; or

(IT) maintenance activities to retain pre-
viously treated land in a wildfire-resilient
state;

(C) that incorporates the best available
science and scientific application tools to
identify project areas;

(D) that fully maintains, or contributes to-
ward the restoration of, the structure and
composition of old growth stands according
to the pre-fire suppression old growth condi-
tions characteristic of the forest type—
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(i) taking into account the contribution of
the stand to landscape fire adaptation and
watershed health; and

(ii) retaining the large trees contributing
to old growth structure;

(E) under which would be carried out any
forest restoration treatments that reduce
hazardous fuels through the use of prescribed
fire for ecological restoration and mainte-
nance and reestablishing natural fire re-
gimes, where appropriate, which—

(i) may include site preparation, if nec-
essary to prepare the landscape for reestab-
lishment of a natural fire regime; and

(ii) shall maximize the retention of large
trees, as appropriate for the forest type, to
the extent that the trees promote fire-resil-
ient stands; and

(F) under which—

(i) no permanent roads would be estab-
lished; and

(ii) funding would be committed to decom-
mission all temporary roads constructed to
carry out the strategy that do not have a
planned use for maintaining fuels treat-
ments;

(2) be developed and implemented through
a collaborative process that—

(A) includes multiple interested persons
representing diverse interests;

(B) includes States, Tribal governments,
and units of local government; and

(C) is transparent and nonexclusive;

(3) describe plans, as applicable—

(A) to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic
wildfire;

(B) to improve fish and wildlife habitat, in-
cluding for endangered, threatened, and sen-
sitive species;

(C) to maintain or improve water quality
and watershed function;

(D) to prevent, remediate, or control inva-
sions of exotic species;

(E) to maintain, decommission as de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(F)(ii), and rehabili-
tate roads and trails;

(F) to report annually on the efficacy of
the proposed project in terms of landscape
restoration and uncharacteristic wildfire
risk reduction, including setting accomplish-
ment targets for the proposed project;

(G) to take into account and, when prac-
ticable, work within the bounds of any appli-
cable community wildfire protection plan;
and

(H) to mitigate smoke impacts on nearby
communities;

(4) include an analysis of any reduction in
wildfire risk, including anticipated cost sav-
ings and savings resulting from—

(A) a reduced wildfire risk to high-value
resources; and

(B) a decrease in the unit costs of imple-
menting ecological restoration treatments
over time;

(5) include estimates of—

(A) the amount of annual Federal funding
necessary to implement the proposed
project; and

(B) the amount of non-Federal investment
for carrying out the proposed project that
would be leveraged;

(6) describe the collaborative process de-
scribed in paragraph (2) through which the
proposal was developed, including a descrip-
tion of—

(A) participation by, or consultation with,
State, local, and Tribal governments; and

(B) any established record of successful
collaborative planning and implementation
of prescribed fire projects on National Forest
System land and other land included in the
proposal by the collaborators;

(7) propose to benefit local economies by
providing local employment or training op-
portunities through contracts, grants, or
agreements for planning, design, implemen-
tation, or monitoring with—
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(A) local private, nonprofit, or cooperative
entities;

(B) Youth Conservation Corps crews or re-
lated partnerships with State, local, and
nonprofit youth groups;

(C) existing or proposed small or micro
businesses, clusters, or incubators; or

(D) other entities that will hire or train
local individuals to complete those con-
tracts, grants, or agreements; and

(8) be subject to any other requirements
that the Secretary concerned determines to
be necessary for the efficient and effective
administration of the program.

(c) NOMINATION PROCESS.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—A proposal for a project
shall be submitted to the appropriate Re-
gional Forester, State Director, or other
similar official.

(2) NOMINATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An official described in
paragraph (1) may nominate for selection by
the Secretary concerned any proposals re-
ceived by the official under that paragraph
that meet the eligibility criteria described in
subsection (b).

(B) CONCURRENCE.—In the case of a pro-
posal for a project that involves activities on
the land of both Secretaries concerned, a
nomination under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude the concurrence of the appropriate of-
ficial for the applicable land that is not
under the jurisdiction of the official nomi-
nating the proposal.

(3) OTHER LAND.—In the case of a proposal
for a project that involves activities on land
that is not under the jurisdiction of either
Secretary concerned, a nomination under
paragraph (2)(A) shall include evidence that
the landowner intends to participate in, and
provide appropriate funding to carry out, the
activities.

(4) STATE LAND.—In the case of a proposal
for a project that involves activities on
State land, a nomination under paragraph
(2)(A) shall include a certification of the con-
sent of the applicable State official.

(d) SELECTION PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned,
in consultation with the other Secretary
concerned, shall select for implementation
proposals for projects—

(A) that have been nominated under sub-
section (c)(2);

(B) that meet the eligibility criteria de-
scribed in subsection (b); and

(C) in accordance with the prioritization
criteria established under section 101(c).

(2) CRITERIA.—In selecting proposals under
paragraph (1), the Secretary concerned shall
give special consideration to—

(A) the proposed projects most likely to
succeed in completing landscape restoration
and uncharacteristic wildfire risk reduction;

(B) the strength of the proposal, including
the landscape restoration strategy described
in subsection (b)(1) of the proposal;

(C) the strength of the ecological case of
the proposal and the proposed ecological res-
toration strategies under the proposal;

(D) the strength of the collaborative proc-
ess described in subsection (b)(2) through
which the proposal was developed and the
likelihood of  successful collaboration
throughout implementation;

(E) the extent to which the proposal is
likely to achieve reductions in long-term
wildfire risk and increased protection of
high-value resources;

(F) the extent to which an appropriate
level of non-Federal investment would be le-
veraged in carrying out the proposed project;
and

(G) ensuring geographic diversity of
projects implemented under this section.

(3) LIMITATION.—The Secretary concerned
may select to be funded during any fiscal
year not more than the lesser of—
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(A) 20 proposals under paragraph (1); and

(B) the number of proposals under para-
graph (1) that the Secretary concerned deter-
mines are likely to receive adequate funding.

(e) REPORTING.—

(1) PROJECT REPORTING.—A recipient of fi-
nancial assistance to carry out a project
under the program shall annually submit to
the Secretary concerned a report summa-
rizing, at a minimum, with respect to the
year covered by the report—

(A) the number of acres of land treated
with prescribed fire by the recipient under
the program; and

(B) the amount of Federal and non-Federal
funds used by the recipient under the pro-
gram.

(2) PROGRAM REPORT.—Not later than 5
years after the first fiscal year in which
funding is made available to carry out
projects under the program, and every 5
years thereafter, the Secretary concerned
shall submit to the congressional commit-
tees a report describing the program, includ-
ing—

(A) the efficacy of the program;

(B)(i) the annual accomplishment targets
set under subsection (b)(3)(F) for each
project; and

(ii) whether, and to what extent, the
projects are meeting those annual accom-
plishment targets;

(C) the completion of landscape restoration
and uncharacteristic wildfire risk reduction
activities; and

(D) the number of projects completed.

(f) LIMITATIONS.—

(1) TOTAL FUNDING.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall not provide more than
$20,000,000 in total funding for projects under
the program in any fiscal year.

(2) PROJECT SIZE LIMITATION.—The Sec-
retary concerned shall not provide more
than $1,000,000 for any 1 project under the
program in any fiscal year.

(3) PROJECT SUNSET.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall not provide funding for a project
under the program for a period of more than
10 fiscal years.

(4) PROJECT CANCELLATION.—The Secretary
concerned shall cease funding any project
under the program that, for 3 consecutive
years, fails to meet the annual accomplish-
ment targets set under subsection (b)(3)(F).

(g) FUNDING.—Of the amounts made avail-
able under section 101(a), the Secretary con-
cerned may use to carry out this section not
more than $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2027 through 2036.

(h) SUNSET.—The Secretary concerned
shall not approve a new project under the
program beginning on the first day of the fis-
cal year that is 10 years after the fiscal year
for which the first project is authorized.

TITLE II—FACILITATING
IMPLEMENTATION AND OUTREACH
SEC. 201. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AND CON-

TRACTS.

(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this
section, the term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means—

(1) a State;

(2) an Indian Tribe;

(3) a county or municipal government;

(4) a fire district;

(5) a nongovernmental organization; and

(6) a private entity.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary con-
cerned may enter into a cooperative agree-
ment or contract with an eligible entity to
authorize the eligible entity to coordinate,
plan, or conduct a prescribed fire on Federal
land in accordance with other applicable
laws, regulations, and land management
plans.

(c) SUBCONTRACTS.—The Secretary con-
cerned may authorize a State, an Indian
Tribe, or a county that enters into a cooper-
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ative agreement or contract under sub-
section (b) to enter into a subcontract to
conduct a prescribed fire on Federal land
pursuant to that cooperative agreement or
contract, subject to any other terms and
conditions that the Secretary concerned de-
termines to be appropriate.

(d) LONG-TERM CONTRACTS.—A cooperative
agreement or contract with an eligible enti-
ty under subsection (b) may authorize the el-
igible entity to conduct a series of prescribed
fires on Federal land for a period of not
longer than 10 years beginning on the date
on which the cooperative agreement or con-
tract is entered into.

SEC. 202. HUMAN RESOURCES.

(a) PRESCRIBED FIRE WORKFORCE.—

(1) INCREASING WORKFORCE RETENTION.—

(A) HAZARD PAY.—Each Federal employee
in any classification series, as identified by
the Secretaries, may be entitled to be paid
the appropriate differential under subsection
(d) of section 5545 of title 5, United States
Code, as if such employee was covered by
such subsection, when such employee carries
out work on the site of a prescribed fire di-
rectly related to the ignition, management,
and control of the prescribed fire.

(B) INCENTIVE PAYMENTS FOR FUELS ASSIGN-
MENTS.—The Secretaries shall submit to the
congressional committees a joint report de-
scribing mechanisms to attract and retain a
skilled fuels workforce, including pay incen-
tives that would account for and offset the
more competitive pay options offered
through wildfire suppression assignments.

(2) DEDICATED PRESCRIBED FIRE TASK
FORCES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall, not
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, establish at least 6
multiparty task forces of Federal employees
and non-Federal entities covering geographi-
cally diverse areas to plan, lead, and support
prescribed fire across ownership boundaries
that are priorities at the landscape, region,
State, or Federal level.

(B) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Secre-
taries may enter into 1 or more cooperative
agreements to carry out this paragraph.

(3) CONVERSION OF SEASONAL FIREFIGHTERS
TO PERMANENT EMPLOYEES.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretaries shall determine methods for
converting seasonal firefighters to perma-
nent employees, including the activities that
the employees would be engaged in to miti-
gate wildfire risk outside of the wildfire sea-
son.

(4) EMPLOYMENT OF FORMERLY INCARCER-
ATED INDIVIDUALS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries, in con-
sultation with the Attorney General and
State departments of corrections, shall seek
to provide career pathways, training, and
wraparound support services, including
through partnerships with the Corps Net-
work, to individuals described in subpara-
graph (B) to work as prescribed fire practi-
tioners.

(B) INDIVIDUALS DESCRIBED.—An individual
referred to in subparagraph (A) is an indi-
vidual that—

(i) has been convicted in any court of a
criminal offense, other than arson or a vio-
lent crime (as defined by the Secretaries, in
consultation with the Attorney General and
State departments of corrections), and was
sentenced to a term of imprisonment for
that offense; and

(ii) during the term of imprisonment de-
scribed in clause (i), served on a wildland
firefighting crew or received other com-
parable training.

(5) VETERANS CREWS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, shall seek—
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(i) to provide a career pathway to individ-
uals described in subparagraph (B) to work
as prescribed fire practitioners; and

(ii) to establish crews composed predomi-
nantly of veterans to conduct prescribed
fires.

(B) INDIVIDUALS DESCRIBED.—AnN individual
referred to in subparagraph (A) is an indi-
vidual who—

(i) served in the active military, naval, or
air service; and

(ii) was discharged or released under condi-
tions other than dishonorable.

(b) ADDITIONAL TRAINING CENTERS.—Sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, not
later than 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary, in coopera-
tion with the Secretary of Agriculture (and
the Secretary of Defense in the case of a cen-
ter located on a military installation),
shall—

(1) establish, operate, and facilitate 5 pre-
scribed fire training programs or centers
that offer training in prescribed fire in geo-
graphically diverse areas where such a pro-
gram or center does not exist on the date of
enactment of this Act; and

(2) support the establishment of an Indige-
nous-led prescribed fire and cultural burning
training center operated by an Indian Tribe
or in partnership with Indian Tribes.

(c) COMPETENCIES FOR FIREFIGHTERS.—The
Secretaries, in coordination with the Fire
Executive Council, shall task the National
Wildfire Coordinating Group with the duty
to adjust training requirements to obtain a
certification to serve in a supervisory role
for a prescribed fire and any other positions
determined to be necessary by the Secre-
taries—

(1) in order to reduce the time required to
obtain such a certification; and

(2) such that significant experience, gained
exclusively during a prescribed fire, is re-
quired to obtain such a certification.

(d) ENHANCING INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN
FEDERAL AND NON-FEDERAL PRACTITIONERS.—

(1) QUALIFICATION DATABASES AND DISPATCH
SYSTEMS.—The Secretaries shall establish a
collaborative process to create mechanisms
for non-Federal-agency fire practitioners to
be included in prescribed fire and wildfire re-
source ordering and reimbursement proc-
esses.

(2) PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS.—The Secre-
taries shall—

(A) develop partnership agreements for
prescribed fire with all relevant State, Fed-
eral, Tribal, university, and nongovern-
mental entities that choose to be included in
resource ordering and reimbursement proc-
esses under paragraph (1);

(B) create agreements and structures nec-
essary to include non-Federal-agency and
other nontraditional partners in direct work
with Federal agencies to address prescribed
fires; and

(C) treat any prescribed fire practitioner
meeting applicable National Wildfire Coordi-
nating Group standards as eligible to be in-

cluded in statewide participating agree-
ments.
SEC. 203. LIABILITY OF PRESCRIBED FIRE MAN-

AGERS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED ACTIVITY.—The term ‘‘covered
activity” means an activity carried out on
Federal land directly related to a wildland
fire, prescribed fire, or prescribed fire with
cultural objectives in the course of executing
a Federal action.

(2) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered
entity”” means 1 or more persons acting on
behalf of a Federal agency in the service of
the United States engaged in a covered ac-
tivity, if those 1 or more persons are acting—

(A) under the direct supervision of a Fed-
eral agency; and
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(B) within the scope of a contract or agree-
ment in carrying out that covered activity.

(b) INDEMNITY OF FEDERAL AND TRIBAL EM-
PLOYEES.—The Secretaries, in coordination
with the Attorney General, shall develop, for
employees involved in covered activities, a
voluntary training course describing—

(1) liability protections afforded to those
employees when acting within the scope of
their employment;

(2) the limits on any liability protections
under paragraph (1); and

(3) reimbursements available for qualified
employees for professional liability insur-
ance under section 636 of division A of Public
Law 104-208 (b U.S.C. prec. 5941 note).

(c) INDEMNITY OF OTHER COOPERATORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act, a covered entity shall
be considered to be an employee of the Fed-
eral Government for purposes of chapter 171
of title 28, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Federal Tort Claims Act”),
while that covered entity is engaged in cov-
ered activities.

(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries, in consultation with the Attorney
General, shall issue guidance on the nec-
essary provisions and implementation re-
quirements for contracts or agreements that
would extend liability protections to covered
entities under paragraph (1).

(3) REIMBURSEMENT.—Beginning in the first
fiscal year that begins after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretaries shall re-
quest, through annual appropriations, funds
sufficient to reimburse the Treasury for any
claims paid during the prior fiscal year pur-
suant to paragraph (1).

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section limits
or otherwise affects—

(1) the application of any statutory or judi-
cial immunity to Federal employees;

(2) the application of chapter 171 of title 28,
United States Code (commonly known as the
‘““Federal Tort Claims Act’), to Federal em-
ployees; or

(3) the application of section 314 of Public
Law 101-512 (25 U.S.C. 5321 note).

SEC. 204. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.

(a) SMOKE MANAGEMENT AGENCIES.—

(1) PoLicy.—The Secretaries shall ensure
that policies, training, and programs of the
Secretaries are consistent with this sub-
section—

(A) to facilitate greater use of prescribed
fire; and

(B) to address public health and safety, in-
cluding impacts from smoke from wildfires
and prescribed fires.

(2) COORDINATION AMONG FEDERAL, TRIBAL,
AND STATE AIR QUALITY AGENCIES AND FED-
ERAL, TRIBAL, AND STATE LAND MANAGEMENT
AGENCIES.—To facilitate the use of prescribed
fire on Federal, State, Tribal, and private
land, the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, in cooperation
with Federal and State land management
agencies, shall coordinate with State, Tribal,
and local air quality agencies that regulate
smoke under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C.
7401 et seq.)—

(A) to the maximum extent practicable, to
provide State, Tribal, and local air quality
agencies with guidance, data, imagery, or
modeling to support the development of ex-
ceptional event demonstrations in accord-
ance with sections 50.14 and 51.930 of title 40,
Code of Federal Regulations (or successor
regulations);

(B) to develop archives and automated
tools to provide State, Tribal, and local air
quality agencies with the data, imagery, and
modeling under subparagraph (A);

(C) to develop decision support tools for
State, Tribal, and local air quality agencies
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to assist in determining whether an excep-
tional event demonstration, if the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency concurs with such demonstration,
would have regulatory significance;

(D) to provide technical assistance, best
practices, or templates to States, Indian
Tribes, and local governments for use in ap-
proving the use of prescribed fire under a
State, Tribal, or local government smoke
management program;

(E)(i) to promote basic smoke management
practices and other best practices to protect
the public from wildland fire smoke;

(ii) to disseminate information about basic
smoke management practices;

(iii) to educate landowners that use pre-
scribed fire about the importance of—

(I) using basic smoke management prac-
tices; and

(IT) including basic smoke management
practices as a component of a prescribed fire
plan; and

(iv) to share with the public, in coordina-
tion with other public health agencies, infor-
mation about measures that individuals can
take to protect themselves from wildland
fire smoke; and

(F) to develop guidance and tools to
streamline the demonstration of a clear
causal relationship between prescribed fire
smoke and a related exceedance of a national
ambient air quality standard.

(3) EXCEPTIONAL EVENT DEMONSTRATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The appropriate State or
Tribal air quality agency (including any
local air quality agency delegated authority
by a State) may develop and submit to the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency an exceptional event demonstra-
tion in accordance with sections 50.14 and
51.930 of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations
(or successor regulations), for a prescribed
fire.

(B) APPROVAL.—The Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency shall con-
cur with an exceptional event demonstration
submitted under subparagraph (A) in accord-
ance with the requirements of sections 50.14
and 51.930 of title 40, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations), including
that the applicable prescribed fire was not
reasonably controllable or preventable and
that the applicable prescribed fire was a
human activity unlikely to recur, if the
State or Tribal air quality agency dem-
onstrates in that exceptional event dem-
onstration that, at a minimum, the applica-
ble prescribed fire was—

(i) conducted in accordance with a State or
Tribal smoke management program or basic
smoke management practices; and

(ii) consistent with a land or resource man-
agement plan with a stated objective to es-
tablish, restore, or maintain a sustainable
and resilient ecosystem.

(C) DEMONSTRATION ASSISTANCE FOR FED-
ERAL LAND.—For any prescribed fire con-
ducted on Federal land, the Secretary con-
cerned—

(i) shall assist with the development of an
exceptional event demonstration under sub-
paragraph (A) on request of a State or Tribal
air quality agency; and

(ii) may develop and submit an exceptional
event demonstration under subparagraph (A)
with the concurrence of the applicable State
or Tribal air quality agency.

(4) PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH.—To address
the public health and safety risk of the ex-
panded use of prescribed fire under this divi-
sion, the Secretaries, in coordination with
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
shall conduct research to improve or de-
velop—

(A) wildland fire smoke prediction models;
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(B) smoke impact display tools for the pub-
lic and decisionmakers;

(C) appropriate, cost-effective, and con-
sistent strategies to mitigate the impacts of
smoke from prescribed fire on nearby com-
munities;

(D) consistent nationally and scientifically
supported messages regarding personal pro-
tection equipment for the public; and

(E) prescribed fire activity tracking and
emission inventory systems for planning and
post-treatment accountability.

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF LANDSCAPE-SCALE
FEDERAL PRESCRIBED FIRE PLANS.—

(1) INCLUSION OF LANDSCAPE-SCALE PRE-
SCRIBED FIRE PLANS.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall, with respect to units of the Na-
tional Forest System or Bureau of Land
Management districts with existing pre-
scribed fire programs—

(A) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, determine which of
those units or districts have landscape-scale
prescribed fire plans; and

(B) not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this Act—

(i) determine whether each plan described
in subparagraph (A) requires revision;

(ii) establish a schedule for the revision of
each plan described in subparagraph (A) that
requires revision; and

(iii) develop landscape-scale prescribed fire
plans for any units or districts that do not
have landscape-scale prescribed fire plans.

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.—In car-
rying out paragraph (1), the Secretary con-
cerned shall—

(A) comply with—

(i) the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(ii) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

(iii) division A of subtitle III of title 54,
United States Code; and

(iv) any other applicable laws; and

(B) consider the site-specific environ-
mental consequences of the landscape-scale
prescribed fire decisions under this sub-
section, including the environmental and
economic consequences of a landscape-scale
prescribed fire relative to a wildland fire.

(3) COLLABORATIVE DEVELOPMENT.—In car-
rying out paragraph (1), the Secretary con-
cerned shall collaborate with diverse actors
from academia, Forest Service and Bureau of
Land Management research and development
programs, nongovernmental organizations,
cultural fire practitioners, and other enti-
ties, as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary concerned.

(4) CONSULTATION WITH INDIAN TRIBES.—The
Secretary concerned shall engage in govern-
ment-to-government consultation with In-
dian Tribes in complying with this sub-
section.

(5) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary concerned
shall submit to Congress a report describing
the progress of the Secretary concerned with
respect to carrying out this subsection.

SEC. 205. PRESCRIBED FIRE EDUCATION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall
carry out a national prescribed fire edu-
cation program focused on fire ecology and
prescribed fire planning and implementation.

(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—A prescribed fire
education program under subsection (a) may
include—

(1) public service advertisements;

(2) the use of social media;

(3) campaign and educational activities
and materials;

(4) commercial licensing;

(5) character images and appearances; and

(6) awards and recognition.
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TITLE III—REPORTING; OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 301. ANNUAL REPORTS TO NATIONAL FIRE
PLANNING AND OPERATIONS DATA-
BASE.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to ensure an accurate reporting of annual
prescribed fire accomplishments in the
United States.

(b) COST-SHARE.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary may
provide financial assistance to States to pay
a portion of the costs associated with annu-
ally reporting to the National Fire Planning
and Operations Database (or a successor
database) the prescribed fire accomplish-
ments of the State.

(¢) ELIGIBILITY FOR FUNDS.—If, by Decem-
ber 31 of a calendar year, a State has not
submitted to the National Fire Planning and
Operations Database (or a successor data-
base) a report describing, at a minimum, the
number of acres on which uncharacteristic
wildfire risk is effectively mitigated using
prescribed fire in the State, the State shall
not be eligible to receive any amounts made
available under this division for the previous
fiscal year.

SEC. 302. ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the Secretaries shall each submit to the con-
gressional committees a report describing
the activities carried out under this division.
SEC. 303. SAVINGS PROVISION.

Nothing in this division prevents or pre-
cludes the Secretary concerned from con-
tinuing hazardous fuels management activi-
ties authorized as of the date of enactment
of this Act.

SA 4531. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . ROGUE CANYON AND MOLALLA
RECREATION AREAS, OREGON.

(a) DESIGNATION OF ROGUE CANYON AND
MOLALLA RECREATION AREAS.—For the pur-
poses of protecting, conserving, and enhanc-
ing the unique and nationally important rec-
reational, ecological, scenic, cultural, water-
shed, and fish and wildlife values of the
areas, the following areas in the State of Or-
egon (referred to in this section as the
‘‘State’’) are designated as recreation areas
for management by the Secretary of the In-
terior (referred to in this section as the
‘‘Secretary’’) in accordance with subsection
(c):
(1) ROGUE CANYON RECREATION AREA.—The
approximately 98,150 acres of Bureau of Land
Management land within the boundary gen-
erally depicted as the ‘‘Rogue Canyon Recre-
ation Area’” on the map entitled ‘‘Rogue
Canyon Recreation Area Wild Rogue Wilder-
ness Additions” and dated November 19, 2019,
which is designated as the ‘‘Rogue Canyon
Recreation Area’.

(2) MOLALLA RECREATION AREA.—The ap-
proximately 29,884 acres of Bureau of Land
Management land within the boundary gen-
erally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Molalla
Recreation Area’ and dated September 26,
2018, which is designated as the ‘‘Molalla
Recreation Area’.

(b) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a map and legal de-
scription of each recreation area designated
by subsection (a).
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(2) EFFECT.—The maps and legal descrip-
tions prepared under paragraph (1) shall have
the same force and effect as if included in
this section, except that the Secretary may
correct any minor errors in the maps and
legal descriptions.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The maps and
legal descriptions prepared under paragraph
(1) shall be available for public inspection in
the appropriate offices of the Bureau of Land
Management.

(¢) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) APPLICABLE LAW.—The Secretary shall
administer each recreation area designated
by subsection (a)—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the purposes for which the
recreation area is established; and

(B) in accordance with—

(i) this section;

(ii) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); and

(iii) other applicable laws.

(2) UsEs.—The Secretary shall only allow
those uses of a recreation area designated by
subsection (a) that are consistent with the
purposes for which the recreation area is es-
tablished.

(3) WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT.—Not later
than 280 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, in consultation with
the Oregon Governor’s Council on Wildfire
Response, shall conduct a wildfire risk as-
sessment that covers—

(A) the recreation areas designated by sub-
section (a);

(B) the Wild Rogue Wilderness; and

(C) any Federal land adjacent to an area
described in subparagraph (A) or (B).

(4) WILDFIRE MITIGATION PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date on which the wildfire risk as-
sessment is conducted under paragraph (3),
the Secretary shall develop a wildfire miti-
gation plan, based on the wildfire risk as-
sessment, that identifies, evaluates, and
prioritizes treatments and other manage-
ment activities that can be implemented on
the Federal land covered by the wildfire risk
assessment (other than Federal land des-
ignated as a unit of the National Wilderness
Preservation System) to mitigate wildfire
risk to communities located near the appli-
cable Federal land.

(B) PLAN COMPONENTS.—The wildfire miti-
gation plan developed under subparagraph
(A) shall include—

(i) vegetation management projects (in-
cluding mechanical treatments to reduce
hazardous fuels and improve forest health
and resiliency);

(ii) evacuation routes for communities lo-
cated near the applicable Federal land,
which shall be developed in consultation
with State and local fire agencies; and

(iii) strategies for public dissemination of
emergency evacuation plans and routes.

(C) APPLICABLE LAW.—The wildfire mitiga-
tion plan under subparagraph (A) shall be de-
veloped in accordance with—

(i) this section; and

(ii) any other applicable law.

(5) ROAD CONSTRUCTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B) or as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary for public safety, no new
permanent or temporary roads shall be con-
structed (other than the repair and mainte-
nance of existing roads) within a recreation
area designated by subsection (a).

(B) TEMPORARY ROADS.—Consistent with
the purposes of this section, the Secretary
may construct temporary roads within a
recreation area designated by subsection (a)
to implement the wildfire mitigation plan
developed under paragraph (4), unless the
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temporary road would be within an area des-
ignated as a unit of the National Wilderness
Preservation System.

(C) EFFECT.—Nothing in this paragraph af-
fects the administration by the Secretary of
the Molalla Forest Road in accordance with
applicable resource management plans.

(6) EFFECT ON WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT.—
Nothing in this section alters the authority
of the Secretary (in cooperation with other
Federal, State, and local agencies, as appro-
priate) to conduct wildland fire operations
within a recreation area designated by sub-
section (a), consistent with the purposes of
this section.

(7) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, all Federal surface and subsurface
land within a recreation area designated by
subsection (a) is withdrawn from all forms
of—

(A) entry, appropriation, or disposal under
the public land laws;

(B) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(C) disposition under all laws pertaining to
mineral leasing, geothermal leasing, or min-
eral materials.

(8) NO EFFECT ON WILDERNESS AREAS.—ANy
wilderness area located within a recreation
area designated by subsection (a) shall be ad-
ministered in accordance with the Wilder-
ness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.).

(d) ADJACENT MANAGEMENT.—Nothing in
this section creates any protective perimeter
or buffer zone around a recreation area des-
ignated by subsection (a).

SA 4532. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE

—OREGON RECREATION
ENHANCEMENT
SEC. 01. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘Oregon
Recreation Enhancement Act’.
SEC.  02. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term
means—

(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to public land administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior; or

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to National Forest System land.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Oregon.

SEC. = 03. ROGUE CANYON AND MOLALLA
RECREATION AREAS, OREGON.

(a) DESIGNATION OF ROGUE CANYON AND
MOLALLA RECREATION AREAS.—For the pur-
poses of protecting, conserving, and enhanc-
ing the unique and nationally important rec-
reational, ecological, scenic, cultural, water-
shed, and fish and wildlife values of the
areas, the following areas in the State are
designated as recreation areas for manage-
ment by the Secretary in accordance with
subsection (c):

(1) ROGUE CANYON RECREATION AREA.—The
approximately 98,150 acres of Bureau of Land
Management land within the boundary gen-
erally depicted as the ‘‘Rogue Canyon Recre-
ation Area’ on the map entitled ‘“‘Rogue
Canyon Recreation Area Wild Rogue Wilder-
ness Additions” and dated November 19, 2019,
which is designated as the ‘“‘Rogue Canyon
Recreation Area’.

(2) MOLALLA RECREATION AREA.—The ap-
proximately 29,884 acres of Bureau of Land
Management land within the boundary gen-

‘“‘Secretary’’
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erally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Molalla
Recreation Area” and dated September 26,
2018, which is designated as the ‘‘Molalla
Recreation Area’.

(b) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a map and legal de-
scription of each recreation area designated
by subsection (a).

(2) EFFECT.—The maps and legal descrip-
tions prepared under paragraph (1) shall have
the same force and effect as if included in
this title, except that the Secretary may
correct any minor errors in the maps and
legal descriptions.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The maps and
legal descriptions prepared under paragraph
(1) shall be available for public inspection in
the appropriate offices of the Bureau of Land
Management.

(¢) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) APPLICABLE LAW.—The Secretary shall
administer each recreation area designated
by subsection (a)—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the purposes for which the
recreation area is established; and

(B) in accordance with—

(i) this section;

(ii) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); and

(iii) other applicable laws.

(2) Uses.—The Secretary shall only allow
those uses of a recreation area designated by
subsection (a) that are consistent with the
purposes for which the recreation area is es-
tablished.

(3) WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT.—Not later
than 280 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, in consultation with
the Oregon Governor’s Council on Wildfire
Response, shall conduct a wildfire risk as-
sessment that covers—

(A) the recreation areas designated by sub-
section (a);

(B) the Wild Rogue Wilderness; and

(C) any Federal land adjacent to an area
described in subparagraph (A) or (B).

(4) WILDFIRE MITIGATION PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date on which the wildfire risk as-
sessment is conducted under paragraph (3),
the Secretary shall develop a wildfire miti-
gation plan, based on the wildfire risk as-
sessment, that identifies, evaluates, and
prioritizes treatments and other manage-
ment activities that can be implemented on
the Federal land covered by the wildfire risk
assessment (other than Federal land des-
ignated as a unit of the National Wilderness
Preservation System) to mitigate wildfire
risk to communities located near the appli-
cable Federal land.

(B) PLAN COMPONENTS.—The wildfire miti-
gation plan developed under subparagraph
(A) shall include—

(i) vegetation management projects (in-
cluding mechanical treatments to reduce
hazardous fuels and improve forest health
and resiliency);

(ii) evacuation routes for communities lo-
cated near the applicable Federal land,
which shall be developed in consultation
with State and local fire agencies; and

(iii) strategies for public dissemination of
emergency evacuation plans and routes.

(C) APPLICABLE LAW.—The wildfire mitiga-
tion plan under subparagraph (A) shall be de-
veloped in accordance with—

(i) this section; and

(ii) any other applicable law.

(56) ROAD CONSTRUCTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B) or as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary for public safety, no new
permanent or temporary roads shall be con-
structed (other than the repair and mainte-
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nance of existing roads) within a recreation
area designated by subsection (a).

(B) TEMPORARY ROADS.—Consistent with
the purposes of this title, the Secretary may
construct temporary roads within a recre-
ation area designated by subsection (a) to
implement the wildfire mitigation plan de-
veloped under paragraph (4), unless the tem-
porary road would be within an area des-
ignated as a unit of the National Wilderness
Preservation System.

(C) EFFECT.—Nothing in this paragraph af-
fects the administration by the Secretary of
the Molalla Forest Road in accordance with
applicable resource management plans.

(6) EFFECT ON WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT.—
Nothing in this section alters the authority
of the Secretary (in cooperation with other
Federal, State, and local agencies, as appro-
priate) to conduct wildland fire operations
within a recreation area designated by sub-
section (a), consistent with the purposes of
this title.

(7) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, all Federal surface and subsurface
land within a recreation area designated by
subsection (a) is withdrawn from all forms
of—

(A) entry, appropriation, or disposal under
the public land laws;

(B) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(C) disposition under all laws pertaining to
mineral leasing, geothermal leasing, or min-
eral materials.

(8) NO EFFECT ON WILDERNESS AREAS.—ANy
wilderness area located within a recreation
area designated by subsection (a) shall be ad-
ministered in accordance with the Wilder-
ness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.).

(d) ADJACENT MANAGEMENT.—Nothing in
this section creates any protective perimeter
or buffer zone around a recreation area des-
ignated by subsection (a).

SEC. 04. EXPANSION OF WILD ROGUE WIL-
DERNESS AREA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Rogue Canyon Recreation Area
Wild Rogue Wilderness Additions’ and dated
November 19, 2019.

(2) WILDERNESS ADDITIONS.—The term “Wil-
derness additions” means the land added to
the Wild Rogue Wilderness under subsection
(0)(1).

(b) EXPANSION OF WILD ROGUE WILDERNESS
AREA.—

(1) EXPANSION.—The approximately 59,512
acres of Federal land in the State generally
depicted on the map as ‘“‘Proposed Wilder-
ness’’ shall be added to and administered as
part of the Wild Rogue Wilderness in accord-
ance with the Endangered American Wilder-
ness Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Public
Law 95-237), except that—

(A) the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture shall administer
the Federal land under their respective juris-
diction; and

(B) any reference in that Act to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall be considered to
be a reference to the Secretary of Agri-
culture or the Secretary of the Interior, as
applicable.

(2) MAP; LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a map and legal de-
scription of the wilderness area designated
by paragraph (1).

(B) FORCE OF LAW.—The map and legal de-
scription filed under subparagraph (A) shall
have the same force and effect as if included
in this section, except that the Secretary
may correct typographical errors in the map
and legal description.

(C) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The map and
legal description filed under subparagraph
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(A) shall be on file and available for public
inspection in the appropriate offices of the
Bureau of Land Management and Forest
Service.

(3) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASE.—The Sec-
retary may take such measures within the
Wilderness additions as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary for the control of fire,
insects, and disease, in accordance with sec-
tion 4(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C.
1133(d)(1)).

(4) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the Wilderness additions are with-
drawn from all forms of—

(A) entry, appropriation, or disposal under
the public land laws;

(B) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(C) disposition under all laws pertaining to
mineral leasing, geothermal leasing, or min-
eral materials.

(5) TRIBAL RIGHTS.—Nothing in this sub-
section alters, modifies, enlarges, dimin-
ishes, or abrogates the treaty rights of any
Indian Tribe.

SEC.  05. WITHDRAWAL OF FEDERAL LAND,
CURRY COUNTY AND JOSEPHINE
COUNTY, OREGON.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘el-
igible Federal land” means—

(A) any federally owned land or interest in
land depicted on the Maps as within the Hun-
ter Creek and Pistol River Headwaters With-
drawal Proposal or the Rough and Ready and
Baldface Creeks Mineral Withdrawal Pro-
posal; or

(B) any land or interest in land located
within such withdrawal proposals that is ac-
quired by the Federal Government after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(2) MAPS.—The term ‘‘Maps’® means—

(A) the Bureau of Land Management map
entitled ‘“‘Hunter Creek and Pistol River
Headwaters Withdrawal Proposal’’ and dated
January 12, 2015; and

(B) the Bureau of Land Management map
entitled ‘“Rough and Ready and Baldface
Creeks Mineral Withdrawal Proposal’” and
dated January 12, 2015.

(b) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the eligible Federal land is withdrawn
from all forms of—

(1) entry, appropriation, or disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(3) operation under the mineral leasing and
geothermal leasing laws.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF MAPS.—Not later than
30 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Maps shall be made available to the
public at each appropriate office of the Bu-
reau of Land Management.

(d) EXISTING USES NOT AFFECTED.—EXcept
with respect to the withdrawal under sub-
section (b), nothing in this section restricts
recreational uses, hunting, fishing, forest
management activities, or other authorized
uses allowed on the date of enactment of this
Act on the eligible Federal land in accord-
ance with applicable law.

SA 4533. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. EXPANSION OF WILD ROGUE WILDER-
NESS AREA, OREGON.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Rogue Canyon Recreation Area
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Wild Rogue Wilderness Additions” and dated
November 19, 2019.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term
means—

(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to public land administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior; or

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to National Forest System land.

(3) WILDERNESS ADDITIONS.—The term ‘‘Wil-
derness additions” means the land added to
the Wild Rogue Wilderness under subsection
(b)(1).

(b) EXPANSION OF WILD ROGUE WILDERNESS
AREA.—

(1) EXPANSION.—The approximately 59,512
acres of Federal land in the State of Oregon
generally depicted on the map as ‘‘Proposed
Wilderness” shall be added to and adminis-
tered as part of the Wild Rogue Wilderness in
accordance with the Endangered American
Wilderness Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note;
Public Law 95-237), except that—

(A) the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture shall administer
the Federal land under their respective juris-
diction; and

(B) any reference in that Act to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall be considered to
be a reference to the Secretary of Agri-
culture or the Secretary of the Interior, as
applicable.

(2) MAP; LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a map and legal de-
scription of the wilderness area designated
by paragraph (1).

(B) FORCE OF LAW.—The map and legal de-
scription filed under subparagraph (A) shall
have the same force and effect as if included
in this section, except that the Secretary
may correct typographical errors in the map
and legal description.

(C) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The map and
legal description filed under subparagraph
(A) shall be on file and available for public
inspection in the appropriate offices of the
Bureau of Land Management and Forest
Service.

(3) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASE.—The Sec-
retary may take such measures within the
Wilderness additions as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary for the control of fire,
insects, and disease, in accordance with sec-
tion 4(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C.
1133(d)(1)).

(4) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the Wilderness additions are with-
drawn from all forms of—

(A) entry, appropriation, or disposal under
the public land laws;

(B) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(C) disposition under all laws pertaining to
mineral leasing, geothermal leasing, or min-
eral materials.

(5) TRIBAL RIGHTS.—Nothing in this sub-
section alters, modifies, enlarges, dimin-
ishes, or abrogates the treaty rights of any
Indian Tribe.

SA 4534. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE —WATERSHED PILOTS
SEC. __ 01. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“Watershed
Results Act”.

SEC. _ 02. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

“Secretary”’
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(1) ADVANCE WATERSHED ANALYTICS.—The
term ‘‘advance watershed analytics’” means
the technical analysis that—

(A) is conducted before providing funding
for a watershed outcomes project;

(B) identifies and quantifies the outcomes
and costs of all potential qualifying activi-
ties across the watershed outcomes project;
and

(C) assesses how different groups of quali-
fying activities in the watershed outcomes
project could efficiently maximize outcomes
for the least cost.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives.

(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity” includes—

(A) a State, Indian Tribe, Tribal organiza-
tion, irrigation district, or water district;

(B) a State, regional, or local authority,
the members of which include 1 or more or-
ganizations with water or power delivery au-
thority;

(C) any other organization with water or
power delivery authority; and

(D) any nongovernmental entity.

(4) PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE CONTRACT.—The
term ‘‘pay-for-performance contract’” means
a contract to purchase verified outcomes
produced by implemented qualifying activi-
ties in a watershed outcomes project at a ne-
gotiated price.

(5) QUALIFYING ACTIVITY.—The term ‘‘quali-
fying activity’’ means a conservation project
carried out in a watershed identified through
advance watershed analytics as having a
high likelihood of cost-effectively achieving
1 or more outcomes if implement consistent
with applicable performance standards made
available under section _ 03(e)(4).

(6) RECLAMATION STATE.—The term ‘‘Rec-
lamation State’” means—

(A) a State or territory described in the
first section of the Act of June 17, 1902 (32
Stat. 388, chapter 1093; 43 U.S.C. 391);

(B) the State of Hawaii;

(C) the State of Alaska; and

(D) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Commissioner of Reclamation.

(8) WATERSHED OUTCOMES PROJECT.—The
term ‘‘watershed outcomes project’” means
the overall watershed project managed by
the watershed partner.

(9) WATERSHED PARTNER.—The term ‘‘wa-
tershed partner’” means an eligible entity se-
lected by the Secretary under section
_03(a)(2) to carry out a watershed out-
comes project.

SEC. 03. WATERSHED OUTCOMES PROJECTS.

(a) PROPOSALS; SELECTION.—The Secretary
shall—

(1) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, solicit the submission
from eligible entities of proposals to develop
and implement a strategy that develops and
uses advance watershed analytics to cost-ef-
fectively carry out watershed outcomes
projects to achieve meaningful watershed-
scale outcomes in a Reclamation State; and

(2) from among the proposals submitted
under paragraph (1), select a watershed part-
ner for each watershed to complete advance
watershed analytics, carry out watershed
outcomes projects in a Reclamation State,
manage watershed partnership duties during
the term of the partnership agreement, and
support pay-for-performance contracts.

(b) GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR PRO-
POSALS.—The Secretary—
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(1) shall develop criteria and guidelines for
the submission and selection of proposals
under subsection (a); and

(2) for purposes of developing the criteria
and guidelines under paragraph (1), may con-
sider—

(A) the scope of the proposed watershed
outcomes project, including the selected sub-
region or basin-level watershed for consider-
ation;

(B) the purpose and goals of the proposed
watershed outcomes project;

(C) any stakeholder outreach conducted
with respect to the proposed watershed out-
comes project;

(D) evidence of widespread support within
the local community for, the proposed water-
shed outcomes project;

(E) the capability of the watershed partner
to perform the required duties in accordance
with subsection (d);

(F) how the watershed partner will procure
and use advance watershed analytics to iden-
tify and quantify the outcomes and costs of
all potential qualifying activities for the
proposed watershed outcomes project;

(G) estimated costs of completing advance
watershed analytics and operating the pro-
posed watershed outcomes project;

(H) the anticipated qualifying activity
types that are relevant for the selected wa-
tershed identified under subparagraph (A);
and

(I) plans for monitoring, evaluating, and
reporting on progress made toward achieving
the outcomes of the proposed watershed out-
comes project.

(c) PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into a partnership agreement with a water-
shed partner selected under subsection (a)(2)
to design and implement a watershed out-
comes project that uses advance watershed
analytics to achieve meaningful watershed-
scale outcomes in accordance with this sec-
tion.

(2) TERM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A partnership agreement
entered into under paragraph (1) shall be for
a term—

(i) of not more 5 years; or

(ii) if the Secretary determines that a
longer term is necessary to meet the objec-
tives of the watershed outcomes project, a
longer term established by the Secretary.

(B) RENEWAL.—A partnership agreement
entered into under paragraph (1) may be re-
newed for a term of not more than 5 years.

(C) EXTENSION.—A partnership agreement
entered into under paragraph (1) or renewed
under subparagraph (B) may be extended 1
time for a term of not more than 2 years, as
determined by the Secretary.

(3) TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—
Through a partnership agreement entered
into under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall
provide to a watershed partner—

(A) technical or financial assistance to de-
sign and implement a watershed outcomes
project; and

(B) grants, cooperative agreements, or
other financial assistance to support—

(i) the activities under subparagraph (A);
and

(ii) performance payments to qualifying
activities under subsection (g)(4).

(4) PROJECT DEVELOPMENT COSTS.—The Sec-
retary may annually award to a watershed
partner an amount equal to not more than 50
percent of estimated costs of the watershed
outcomes project to carry out the duties de-
scribed in subsection (d).

(d) DUTIES OF WATERSHED PARTNERS.—
Under a partnership agreement entered into
under subsection (c)(1), the Secretary shall
establish duties to be carried out by the wa-
tershed partner, including considering estab-
lishing the following duties:
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(1) Preparing a funding and implementa-
tion strategy that uses advance watershed
analytics to cost-effectively carry out a wa-
tershed outcomes project by selecting a suf-
ficient number of qualifying activities to
achieve meaningful watershed-scale out-
comes by—

(A) completing advance watershed ana-
lytics to identify and quantify the outcomes
and costs of all potential qualifying activi-
ties for the watershed outcomes project;

(B) establishing baseline metrics to sup-
port the development of setting outcome
prices and performance standards for the wa-
tershed outcomes project;

(C) developing performance standards for
the watershed outcomes project;

(D) leveraging financial assistance pro-
vided by the Secretary to secure additional
funds for the watershed outcomes project;

(E) designing, recruiting, and verifying
qualifying activities for the watershed out-
comes project; and

(F) providing outcome and financial ac-
counting services relating to qualifying ac-
tivities carried out to achieve outcomes.

(2) Using the strategy prepared under para-
graph (1) to prioritize qualifying activity
outreach efforts.

(3) Working with local stakeholders to re-
cruit and design an implementation-ready
queue of priority qualifying activities.

(4) Ensuring that any proposed priority
qualifying activities have the support of af-
fected local stakeholders.

(5) Setting activity outcome prices and de-
veloping performance standards for quali-
fying activities.

(6) Developing a plan to carry out quali-
fying activities having a high likelihood of
cost-effectively achieving 1 or more out-
comes described in subsection (f) if imple-
mented consistent with the applicable per-
formance standards made available by the
Secretary under subsection (e)(4).

(7) Selecting, developing pay-for-perform-
ance contracts for, funding, and carrying out
qualifying activities, in accordance with the
plan developed under paragraph (6), to
achieve meaningful watershed-scale out-
comes.

(8)(A) Quantifying the outcomes for quali-
fying activities.

(B) Verifying that qualifying activities
have been implemented consistent with ap-
plicable performance standards.

(C) Providing applicable documentation to
the Secretary with respect to the informa-
tion quantified and verified under subpara-
graphs (A) and (B).

(9) Monitoring qualifying activities at ap-
propriate levels to confirm ongoing perform-
ance.

(10) Other duties necessary to carry out a
watershed outcomes project, as determined
to be necessary by the Secretary.

(e) DUTIES OF SECRETARY.—Under a part-
nership agreement entered into under sub-
section (c), the Secretary shall—

(1) ensure that there is widespread support
within the local community for the water-
shed outcomes project;

(2) verify the advance watershed analytics
completed by the watershed partner, to the
maximum extent practicable;

(3) ensure that there are made available to
the public outcome price tables, by quali-
fying activity type, for use as the basis for
negotiating pay-for-performance contracts
for the applicable watershed outcomes
project;

(4) ensure that there are made available to
the public qualifying activity and watershed
outcomes project performance standards
that are to be used as the basis for—

(A) identifying, quantifying, and verifying
qualifying activity outcomes; and
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(B) executing pay-for-performance con-
tracts;

(5) review outcome quantification and
verification documentation provided by the
watershed partner under subsection (d)(8)(C);

(6) provide to a watershed partner financial
assistance to purchase verified outcomes
from qualifying activities in a watershed
outcomes project, at prices set for the water-
shed outcomes project in accordance with
this section; and

(7) coordinate with other Federal agencies,
to the maximum extent practicable, to help
leverage and concentrate funding into water-
shed outcomes projects.

(f) REQUIRED OUTCOMES FOR QUALIFYING AC-
TIVITIES.—To be eligible for a performance
payment under subsection (g)(4), a qualified
activity shall produce 1 or more measurable,
clearly defined outcomes that result in a
quantifiable and verifiable—

(1) increase in surface water or ground-
water;

(2) increase in aquatic habitat quality,
quantity, connectivity, or access in a water-
shed;

(3) surface water or groundwater quality
improvement, including water temperature
reductions, or a reduction in salinity or nu-
trient or sediment runoff associated with ir-
rigated agriculture; or

(4) other quantifiable benefits, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, likely to improve
watershed health in the watershed outcomes
project.

(g) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR QUALIFYING
ACTIVITIES IN WATERSHED OUTCOMES
PROJECTS.—

(1) LEVERAGING FEDERAL FUNDING.—To
achieve meaningful watershed-scale out-
comes, amounts made available under sec-
tion _ 05 may be used to satisfy any cost-
sharing requirement with respect to carrying
out a watershed outcomes project.

(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
grants or other financial assistance for a wa-
tershed outcomes project under this title
shall be not more than 75 percent of the total
cost of the watershed outcomes project.

(3) WATERSHED PARTNER CONTRIBUTIONS.—
The Secretary may—

(A) accept non-Federal contributions for a
watershed outcomes project, including fund-
ing or financing secured by the watershed
partner in accordance with the strategy de-
veloped under subsection (d)(1); and

(B) use amounts accepted under subpara-
graph (A) to carry out activities authorized
under this title in the watershed outcomes
project.

(4) PERFORMANCE PAYMENTS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date on which a water-
shed partner verifies the outcomes generated
from qualifying activities and confirms that
the qualifying activity has been imple-
mented consistent with the performance
standards of the applicable watershed out-
comes project, the Secretary shall provide fi-
nancial assistance to the watershed partner
to support performance payments.

(h) MAXIMUM NUMBER OF WATERSHED OUT-
COMES PROJECTS.—Not more than a total of 5
watershed outcomes projects may be carried
out under this section.

(i) RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF ADVANCE WA-
TERSHED ANALYTICS DATA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this title af-
fects or modifies existing law with respect to
the treatment of personal data in the con-
duct by an employee of the Federal Govern-
ment or a designee of an employee of the
Federal Government in carrying out official
duties of the Federal employee or designee
under this title.

(2) DATA COLLECTION.—AIll information or
data collected or assembled by a Federal em-
ployee or a designee of a Federal employee
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to complete advance watershed analytics ac-
tivities, directly or indirectly, under this
title—

(A) shall be used for the sole purpose of
identifying, prioritizing, and funding quali-
fying activities in a watershed outcomes
project; and

(B) shall be considered to be confidential
commercial information that is exempt from
disclosure under section 552(b)(4) of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Freedom of Information Act’’).

(3) APPLICABILITY TO WATERSHED PART-
NERS.—Any restrictions on a Federal em-
ployee under this section shall apply to an
employee of a watershed partner.

(j) EFFECT.—Nothing in this title creates,
impairs, alters, or supersedes a Federal or
State water right.

SEC.  04. BRIEFING; REPORTS.

(a) ANNUAL BRIEFING OR REPORT.—For each
fiscal year for which a watershed outcomes
project is carried out under section 03,
not later than the date on which the budget
of the United States Government is sub-
mitted by the President under section 1105 of
title 31, United States Code, for that fiscal
year, the Secretary shall provide to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a briefing
or report describing the status of each water-
shed outcomes project, including progress to-
wards the applicable strategy prepared under
section _ 03(d)(1), including any payments
made for outcomes.

(b) 5-YEAR REPORT.—Not later than Octo-
ber 1 of the fifth fiscal year in which a water-
shed outcomes project is carried out under

section 03, the Secretary shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port that—

(1) summarizes—

(A) the projected results of the qualifying
activities in the watershed outcomes project
in meeting the strategy prepared under sec-
tion _ 03(d)(1);

(B) the projected outcomes of the water-
shed outcomes project;

(C) the total amount of funds secured for
the watershed outcomes project;

(D) the type of funding expended under the
watershed outcomes project; and

(E) such other information as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate; and

(2) includes recommendations for con-
tinuing, terminating, or making permanent
the authorizations under this title.

SEC. 05. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary to carry out this title
$17,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2031.

SA 4535. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and
Mr. CooNS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 1383, to establish the Veterans
Advisory Committee on Equal Access,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE ___ HOUSING TARIFF EXCLUSION

ACT
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Housing

Tariff Exclusion Act”.
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.
It is the sense of Congress that—
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(1) the United States is facing a severe
housing affordability crisis;

(2) the median price of a single-family
home exceeds five times the median house-
hold income, putting homeownership out of
reach for millions of hardworking people in
the United States;

(3) one of the primary drivers of the hous-
ing affordability crisis is a shortage of sup-
ply of homes;

(4) impartial analysis shows that the
United States housing supply is 3,000,000 to
5,000,000 units short of long-run demand;

(5) overcoming the housing affordability
crisis requires significant investment in
home construction in the United States;

(6) a wide range of products are necessary
in the construction of a new home, ranging
from lumber and cement to electrical and
plumbing fixtures to cabinetry and drywall;

(7) while many of those products are pro-
duced in the United States, the United
States lacks sufficient production capacity
for all relevant products to meet the urgent
need for home construction, while some es-
sential products are not manufactured in the
United States at all;

(8) according to nonpartisan research, tar-
iffs on key building materials as of the date
of the enactment of this Act will add billions
of dollars to the cost of home construction in
the United States over the coming years; and

(9) those added costs will reduce home con-
struction and make it more expensive for
people to buy or rent homes in the United
States.

SEC. 3. PROCESS FOR EXCLUSION OF CER-
TAIN ARTICLES USED IN HOME CON-
STRUCTION FROM CERTAIN DUTIES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Com-
merce shall establish a process pursuant to
which United States entities and associa-
tions of such entities may request the exclu-
sion of covered articles from covered duties.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing the
process established under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall exclude from the imposition
of a covered duty a covered article if—

(1) the covered article is a critical home-
building product; or

(2) the Secretary determines—

(A) the imposition of the duty on the arti-
cle would increase the cost of home con-
struction in the United States; and

(B) the exclusion of the article can likely
be administered by U.S. Customs and Border
Protection.

(¢c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASED HOME
CONSTRUCTION CoSTS.—The Secretary shall
determine under subsection (b)(2)(A) that the
imposition of a covered duty on a covered ar-
ticle would increase the cost of home con-
struction in the United States if imposition
of the covered duty would cause an increase
in the cost of the covered article listed in
Appendix 1 to chapter 17 of the Handbook of
Methods of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
the Department of Labor.

(d) TIMELY ADJUDICATION.—In imple-
menting the process established under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall adjudicate
exclusion requests not later than—

(1) for critical homebuilding products, 15
days after the date on which the United
States entity or association of entities re-
quests such exclusion; and

(2) for other covered articles, 60 days after
the date on which the United States entity
or association of entities requests such ex-
clusion.
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(e) RETROACTIVE APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, any entry of a cov-
ered article that would have been subject to
a lower rate of duty if the entry had been
made after the issuance of an exclusion of
the article from the imposition of a covered
duty pursuant to the exclusion process es-
tablished under subsection (a) that was
made—

(A) after the date of the enactment of this
Act,

(B) after the imposition of the covered
duty with respect to that article, and

(C) before the issuance of the exclusion,
shall be liquidated or reliquidated as though
the entry occurred after the issuance of the
exclusion.

(2) REQUESTS.—A liquidation or reliquida-
tion may be made under paragraph (1) with
respect to an entry of a covered article only
if a request therefor is filed with U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection not later than
180 days after the issuance of an exclusion
described in paragraph (1) with respect to
that article that contains sufficient informa-
tion to enable U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection—

(A) to locate the entry; or

(B) to reconstruct the entry if it cannot be
located.

(3) PAYMENTS OF AMOUNTS OWED.—AnNy
amounts owed by the United States pursuant
to the liquidation or reliquidation of an
entry of an article under paragraph (1) shall
be paid, without interest, not later than 90
days after the date of the liquidation or re-
liquidation (as the case may be).

(f) TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than 15 days
after the adjudication of any request for ex-
clusion from the imposition of a covered
duty pursuant to the exclusion process es-
tablished under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall publish the result of that adjudication
on an internet website in an accessible for-
mat.

(g) REPORTING TO CONGRESS.—Not less fre-
quently than quarterly, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Finance of the
Senate and the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives a re-
port on all requests for exclusion from the
imposition of a covered duty pursuant to the
exclusion process established under sub-
section (a) adjudicated in the prior quarter,
including an explanation of any decision not
to grant a request for exclusion.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED ARTICLE.—The term ‘‘covered
article’” means any product used in the con-
struction or furnishing of a single-family
home or multi-family residential building
and includes any material or input used in
the manufacture of any such product.

(2) COVERED DUTY.—The term ‘‘covered
duty” means any duty on an article in excess
of the rate of duty in effect for that article
on January 19, 2025, but does not include—

(A) an antidumping or countervailing duty
imposed under title VII of the Tariff Act of
1930 (19 U.S.C. 1671 et seq.); or

(B) a duty proclaimed pursuant to section
201 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2251).

(3) CRITICAL HOMEBUILDING PRODUCT.—The
term ‘‘critical homebuilding product’ means
any covered article classified under any
heading or subheading of the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States listed in
the following table:

Heading or subheading of Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States

4407.13.00.00
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3918.10.10.20
2523.29.00.00
6810.99.00.20
3925.90.00.00
4410.12.00.10
3918.10.10.40
4410.12.00.20
6907.21.90.51
6810.99.00.80
3925.30.10.00
6910.10.00.20
6802.91.05.00
3918.10.10.30
7007.19.00.00
4407.12.00.20
4409.10.40.10
4412.33.32.25
4418.29.80.60
6802.91.15.00
4418.99.91.95
7008.00.00.00
6802.99.00.50
4412.33.06.40
7009.92.50.95
6810.99.00.40
3922.10.00.00
4409.10.40.90
3925.20.00.10
4407.19.00.68
6807.90.00.10
4407.11.00.53
6910.10.00.10
4411.14.90.10
6802.93.00.25
6809.11.00.10
9406.90.01.90
6807.10.00.00
4407.11.00.01
4418.89.00.00
4418.75.70.00
3925.20.00.20
4418.29.80.30
6806.90.00.90
3214.10.00.20
4418.83.00.00
2523.21.00.00
9406.10.00.00
7019.80.10.90
4407.19.00.69
3918.10.20.00
3214.10.00.10
4421.99.94.00
6802.93.00.90
6907.22.90.51
4408.10.01.25
3922.20.00.00
6909.11.20.00

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE
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Heading or subheading of Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States

4016.91.00.00
4411.14.20.00
4418.21.80.60
4410.11.00.20
4411.14.10.00
6910.90.00.00
6811.82.00.00
6910.10.00.30
7007.29.00.00
4407.19.00.57
2520.10.00.00
4412.39.40.31
4412.49.00.00
4412.33.32.75
6802.99.00.90
6907.23.90.51
3925.30.50.00
4418.99.91.05
4412.33.06.70
6802.92.00.00
4418.19.00.00
6910.10.00.15
4412.92.52.05
6907.21.10.51
7006.00.40.10
6802.10.00.00
6910.10.00.50
6802.91.25.00
4412.39.40.69
4412.39.40.62
4407.19.00.67
4410.11.00.10
4407.12.00.59
4411.12.90.90
4407.19.00.01
4411.14.90.90
7003.19.00.00
3925.10.00.00
6907.23.90.11
7006.00.40.50
3918.90.10.00
3922.90.00.00
4407.11.00.52
6801.00.00.00
4412.39.40.11
2517.10.00.55
7016.10.00.00
4412.31.48.66
4412.39.50.50
6907.21.90.11
4418.99.91.40
3925.20.00.91
4409.10.90.40
4407.14.00.00
2517.10.00.20
4418.50.00.10
4411.13.20.00
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3824.50.00.50
4409.29.41.00
2523.30.00.00
6806.10.00.90
7009.91.50.95
4409.10.05.00
4407.29.02.20
4418.50.00.50
4412.31.45.00
2523.90.00.00
4418.50.00.30
4411.12.10.00
6907.40.90.51
6802.21.50.00
3214.90.50.00
3926.90.25.00
4814.90.02.00
4418.99.91.50
7009.92.10.90
6802.93.00.35
6810.11.00.70
4412.33.32.85
4407.29.02.96
2523.10.00.00
4407.11.00.47
6902.10.50.00
4407.19.00.64
6810.91.00.00
4814.20.00.00
4418.81.00.00
6810.19.50.00
4407.19.00.92
4407.19.00.93
6802.99.00.70
4411.13.90.90
4411.92.40.00
6902.20.10.10
4418.75.40.00
2522.10.00.00
6902.20.10.20
6902.10.10.00
4409.29.26.60
4412.33.57.00
3918.10.50.00
4411.13.10.00
4412.92.31.60
6809.90.00.00
2517.10.00.15
4412.39.40.39
4412.39.50.10
4409.29.91.00
4411.92.10.00
6802.93.00.10
4407.11.00.02
7004.90.10.00
6802.23.00.00
4409.10.45.00
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Heading or subheading of Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States

6907.30.90.11
4403.23.01.12
4403.24.01.35
2518.10.00.00
6806.10.00.20
4418.29.40.00
4412.92.52.15
4412.39.40.32
7009.92.10.10
4412.39.50.30
4407.97.00.79
4407.92.00.00
4407.99.02.95
6907.30.20.00
6806.20.00.00
4409.29.51.00
4407.93.00.10
4412.31.48.60
6904.10.00.40
6907.22.90.11
4418.99.91.20
4407.27.00.00
4412.42.00.00
5904.10.00.00
4413.00.00.00
4408.90.01.37
4409.10.50.00
4418.79.01.00
6902.20.50.20
4409.22.90.90
4418.40.00.00
2517.41.00.00
7009.92.50.10
4407.12.00.19
6803.00.50.00
7009.92.50.91
6910.10.00.05
7016.90.10.50
4407.11.00.46
4410.11.00.60
4408.39.02.91
4408.90.01.97
4412.52.31.05
7005.29.25.00
2516.11.00.00
7016.90.50.00
4418.11.00.00
4409.10.10.80
4418.21.80.30
6809.11.00.80
4407.19.00.56
2522.20.00.00
4407.11.00.45
4409.29.06.55
4411.14.30.00
4403.11.00.20
6802.21.10.00
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4412.99.97.00
4407.19.00.02
6904.90.00.00
6907.30.90.51
4411.94.00.60
6907.21.40.00
6802.93.00.60
4504.10.30.00
4418.99.10.00
4411.12.30.00
4407.11.00.43
4403.25.01.12
6806.10.00.40
2520.20.00.00
6802.29.90.00
6803.00.10.00
4407.19.00.76
4412.33.06.65
4407.91.00.63
4407.29.02.16
4410.11.00.30
2521.00.00.00
2505.90.00.00
6904.10.00.20
6808.00.00.00
4408.90.01.81
2505.10.10.00
4407.19.00.77
6907.40.90.11
4403.25.01.40
4407.12.00.01
4408.10.01.45
6902.90.10.20
3214.10.00.90
7004.90.05.00
4409.10.10.60
4409.10.10.20
7005.10.80.00
6810.19.14.00
2517.49.00.00
4407.19.00.74
6907.30.30.00
6802.29.10.00
4412.31.48.69
4412.92.07.00
6806.10.00.10
4408.90.01.21
4408.90.01.51
4407.19.00.55
4418.82.00.00
4407.96.00.13
4407.21.00.00
4412.31.92.00
4418.30.01.00
3214.90.10.00
4412.34.32.25
7009.91.50.10
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4409.22.25.00
6810.19.12.00
6905.10.00.00
4412.39.10.00
4409.29.06.65
7009.91.10.90
4412.31.52.70
6902.90.50.20
4407.93.00.20
4412.31.61.00
6902.20.50.10
4408.90.01.45
4407.96.00.19
6909.11.40.00
4412.34.32.75
4418.91.91.05
6802.99.00.30
4407.29.02.06
3918.90.50.00
4412.39.40.19
4418.21.40.00
4408.90.01.71
4404.10.00.80
6809.19.00.00
4418.91.91.50
4412.31.06.60
4408.90.01.10
6806.10.00.60
7016.90.10.10
4409.22.40.00
7004.20.10.00
4407.23.01.00
6907.21.30.00
4407.19.00.65
4412.31.52.25
4403.26.01.40
2518.20.00.00
4407.25.00.00
2505.10.50.00
4418.91.91.95
2517.20.00.00
4412.52.51.00
6811.89.90.00
4411.92.30.00
6907.40.10.51
6802.91.20.00
7005.21.10.10
4412.91.51.15
6903.90.00.10
7003.12.00.00
4412.91.51.05
4412.31.06.40
4409.22.50.90
4409.29.61.00
4412.92.31.20
6806.90.00.10
4412.10.90.00
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4412.31.48.80
4408.90.01.61
4802.40.00.00
2515.12.10.00
4412.39.40.61
4412.91.06.00
6907.22.10.51
4408.90.01.31
4409.10.60.00
4412.34.57.00
4407.96.00.11
7019.80.10.20
4407.19.00.54
4412.39.40.12
4418.99.91.10
4407.29.02.60
4412.41.00.00
6907.23.10.51
4412.31.48.50
2515.20.00.00
4408.90.01.87
4407.19.00.75
4418.92.00.00
4412.31.52.60
4412.33.26.25
4411.94.00.80
4410.19.00.60
6907.23.40.00
4409.29.26.30
2516.20.20.00
4403.25.01.55
4403.99.01.60
4412.99.81.00
4411.13.30.00
4411.14.60.00
7009.91.10.10
6907.21.10.11
4407.91.00.22
6907.21.10.05
4412.10.05.00
4421.99.20.00
4412.59.95.00
4412.59.95.00
6907.30.10.05
4421.91.94.00
6907.22.40.00
4407.11.00.42
7004.20.20.10
6802.93.00.20
7006.00.20.00
6802.91.30.00
4407.99.02.61
4408.90.01.15
6901.00.00.00
7005.21.10.30
4412.31.52.68
6907.40.10.11
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4412.51.31.05
4407.22.00.91
6806.90.00.20
4418.73.60.00
4412.91.10.40
2516.90.00.60
7005.30.00.00
4407.22.00.06
6907.30.10.51
4409.22.05.15
6907.21.20.00
6907.40.40.00
4406.92.00.00
4412.33.06.20
4412.51.10.50
4411.93.90.90
4412.92.11.30
4421.99.15.00
6807.90.00.50
4407.99.02.63
4407.28.00.00
4410.90.00.00
4412.52.10.30
4412.99.58.00
4403.11.00.40
4412.33.26.30
2516.12.00.60
4409.10.10.40
6907.22.20.00
4408.90.01.76
4421.99.10.00
4412.92.11.40
4403.21.01.65
4411.12.20.00
4403.49.02.00
7009.91.50.91
4409.22.50.40
4412.51.51.00
4410.19.00.20
4403.99.01.50
4409.29.11.00
4412.31.48.75
3918.10.31.50
3918.10.40.10
4409.29.66.00
6907.22.10.11
2514.00.00.00
3816.00.10.00
4418.73.10.00
6905.90.00.50
4409.10.20.00
4408.39.02.10
4409.10.90.20
4412.92.31.70
3918.10.40.50
4412.34.32.65
4411.93.10.00
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7005.21.20.00
7003.30.00.00
4412.31.06.20
4409.22.05.45
4409.22.05.20
6907.30.40.00
4412.31.26.20
2516.90.00.30
6811.89.10.00
4409.22.05.60
6907.40.20.00
4404.10.00.90
4412.99.91.00
7004.90.40.00
4403.22.01.30
6906.00.00.00
7006.00.10.00
4412.52.10.50
4412.31.52.66
4408.90.01.56
6907.22.10.05
6907.40.30.00
4407.97.00.72
4412.92.42.00
7004.90.25.50
4404.20.00.90
2516.12.00.30
6904.10.00.10
6907.23.10.11
4407.95.00.00
2516.20.10.00
6904.10.00.10
6907.23.10.11
4407.95.00.00
2516.20.10.00
4409.22.05.90
4411.93.20.00
6907.23.30.00
6902.90.10.10
4412.52.31.75
4411.94.00.40
4407.12.00.58
4412.39.30.00
3824.50.00.10
4403.95.01.30
4408.90.01.05
6907.30.10.11
4403.99.01.95
4412.34.32.85
4407.19.00.66
4411.13.90.10
4411.92.20.00
4403.11.00.50
4407.12.00.18
4408.31.01.00
4412.91.31.50
4409.29.26.50
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4411.94.00.20
5904.90.90.00
6902.90.50.10
6907.23.20.00
6907.22.30.00
4418.73.20.00
4409.91.00.40
2515.12.20.00
4411.12.60.00
4404.10.00.40
4407.29.02.40
5904.90.10.00
4411.12.90.10
2515.11.00.00
7005.10.40.00
7003.20.00.00
7004.90.50.00
4404.20.00.80
4403.24.01.12
4409.22.10.00
4408.90.01.66
2522.30.00.00
4407.94.00.00
4403.21.01.12
4412.91.31.60
4418.73.70.00
4407.19.00.83
4418.74.10.00
4412.51.31.61
4418.74.20.00
4403.91.00.20
4411.93.90.10
4411.13.60.00
4410.19.00.10
4403.23.01.42
3918.10.32.50
4503.90.40.00
3918.90.20.00
4412.31.42.00
4601.29.80.00
4407.12.00.02
6907.23.10.05
4412.91.41.00
4418.74.90.00
4407.12.00.17
4407.11.00.48
4403.99.01.70
4409.10.65.00
4403.26.01.52
4418.73.90.00
4407.29.02.85
4403.23.01.65
4403.99.01.75
4403.97.00.67
3918.10.31.10
3918.90.30.00
4418.73.40.00
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4412.99.61.00
4403.98.00.95
7004.20.20.20
4403.23.01.35
4410.19.00.30
4504.10.40.00
4411.93.30.00
6812.99.20.00
6810.11.00.10
4403.21.01.16
4403.25.01.50
4403.26.01.57
4407.99.02.42
4412.31.52.62
4409.22.05.35
4421.91.20.00
7004.90.30.10
4403.11.00.60
2517.30.00.00
4412.31.26.10
4412.59.90.00
6905.90.00.10
4403.21.01.15
4412.33.32.65
4403.21.01.30
4412.91.31.70
4403.96.01.30
4403.99.01.28
4403.12.00.50
4418.91.91.40
4412.52.41.00
4418.91.91.20
6907.40.10.05
4403.96.01.27
4403.24.01.15
4412.31.52.75
4411.93.60.00
4421.91.10.00
4412.33.32.55
4409.21.05.00
4403.97.00.65
4403.42.00.00
6811.81.00.00
7004.90.30.20
4412.52.31.21
4412.51.10.30
4403.26.01.64
4403.22.01.12
4403.25.01.65
4412.51.31.75
4407.19.00.82
4403.25.01.57
4601.21.80.00
4409.22.65.00
7004.90.25.20
4412.51.41.00
4412.39.40.52
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Heading or subheading of Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States

4409.22.60.00
4409.21.90.00
4412.52.31.61
4412.92.11.20
4403.25.01.64
7004.20.50.00
4412.59.80.00
4407.29.02.11
4412.33.32.35
4403.25.01.52
4403.26.01.65
4403.23.01.16
7004.90.15.00
4412.92.31.50
4418.91.10.00
4412.99.71.00
4403.99.01.40
4406.12.00.00
4403.22.01.15
4403.12.00.60
4403.26.01.15
4412.31.52.64
7004.90.25.10
4406.11.00.00
4403.22.01.65
4412.91.31.40
4403.99.01.55
4403.25.01.15
4412.34.26.00
4403.24.01.65
7004.90.20.00
6904.10.00.30
4403.93.01.00
7004.90.30.50
4407.11.00.49
4403.94.01.00
3918.10.32.10
6812.99.10.00
4407.26.00.00
4412.91.10.20
4406.91.00.00
4403.12.00.40
4601.22.80.00
4403.24.01.16
4412.31.52.35
4403.97.00.26
4412.39.40.59
4412.31.52.55

(4) ENTRY.—The term ‘‘entry’ includes a
withdrawal from warehouse for consumption.
(6) UNITED STATES ENTITY.—The term
“United States entity’” means an entity or-
ganized under the laws of the United States
or any jurisdiction within the United States.

SA 4536. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the

Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . RULES RELATING TO ALL LEGALLY
MARRIED COUPLES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Internal Revenue

Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in section 21(d)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘“HIMSELF’ in the heading
and inserting ‘‘SELF’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘any husband and wife”
and inserting ‘‘any married couple’’;

(2) in section 22(e)(1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘husband and wife who
live” and inserting ‘‘married couple who
live”’; and
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(B) by striking ‘‘the taxpayer and his
spouse’’ and inserting ‘‘the taxpayer and the
spouse of the taxpayer’’;

(3) in section 38(c)(6)(A), by striking ‘‘hus-
band or wife who files”” and inserting ‘‘mar-
ried individual who files’’;

(4) in section 42(j)(5)(C), by striking clause
(i) and inserting the following new clause:

‘(1) MARRIED COUPLE TREATED AS 1 PART-
NER.—For purposes of subparagraph (B), indi-
viduals married to one another (and their es-
tates) shall be treated as 1 partner.”’;

(5) in section 62(b)(3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘husband and wife who lived
apart” and inserting ‘‘married couple who
lived apart’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘the taxpayer and his
spouse’’ and inserting ‘‘the taxpayer and the
spouse of the taxpayer’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘hus-
band and wife”’ and inserting ‘‘married cou-
ple’’;

(6) in section 121—

(A) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘hus-
band and wife who make” and inserting
“married couple who makes’’; and

(B) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘‘hus-
band and wife make’ and inserting ‘‘married
couple makes’’;

(7) in section 165(h)(4)(B), by striking ‘‘hus-
band and wife”” and inserting ‘‘married cou-
ple’’;

(8) in section 179(b)(4), by striking ‘‘a hus-
band and wife filing”’ and inserting ‘‘individ-
uals married to one another who file’’;

(9) in section 213(d)(8), by striking ‘‘(relat-
ing to determination of status as husband
and wife)”’;

(10) in section 219(g)(4), by striking ‘A hus-
band and wife”’ and inserting ‘‘Married indi-
viduals’’;

(11) in section 274(b)(2)(B), by striking
“husband and wife”” and inserting ‘‘married
couple’’;

(12) in section 643(f), by striking ‘‘husband
and wife”” in the second sentence and insert-
ing ‘“married couple’’;

(13) in section 761(f)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘husband
and wife”’ and inserting ‘‘married couple’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘hus-
band and wife’’ and inserting ‘‘married cou-
ple’’;

(14) in section 911—

(A) in subsection (b)(2), by striking sub-
paragraph (C) and inserting the following
new subparagraph:

‘(C) TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY INCOME.—In
applying subparagraph (A) with respect to
amounts received from services performed by
a married individual which are community
income under community property laws ap-
plicable to such income, the aggregate
amount which may be excludable from the
gross income of such individual and such in-
dividual’s spouse under subsection (a)(1) for
any taxable year shall equal the amount
which would be so excludable if such
amounts did not constitute community in-
come.”’; and

(B) in subsection (d)(9)(A), by striking
“where a husband and wife each have” and
inserting ‘‘where each spouse has’’;

(15) in section 1244(b)(2), by striking “a
husband and wife filing a joint return for
such year under section 6013 and inserting
“‘a joint return’’;

(16) in section 1272(a)(2)(D), by striking
clause (iii) and inserting after clause (ii) the
following new clause:

“(iii) TREATMENT OF A MARRIED COUPLE.—
For purposes of this subparagraph, a married
couple shall be treated as 1 person. The pre-
ceding sentence shall not apply where the
spouses lived apart at all times during the
taxable year in which the loan is made.”’;
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(17) in section 1313(c)(1), by striking ‘‘hus-
band and wife’” and inserting ‘‘spouses’’;

(18) in section 1361(c)(1)(A)(i), by striking
“‘a husband and wife”” and inserting ‘‘a mar-
ried couple”’;

(19) in section 2040(b), by striking ‘‘CERTAIN
JOINT INTERESTS OF HUSBAND AND WIFE” in
the heading and inserting ‘‘CERTAIN JOINT IN-
TERESTS OF MARRIED COUPLE"’;

(20) in section 2513—

(A) by striking ‘‘GIFT BY HUSBAND OR WIFE
TO THIRD PARTY” in the heading and inserting
‘‘GIFT BY ONE SPOUSE TO THIRD PARTY’’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (1) of subsection
(a) and inserting before paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A gift made by one indi-
vidual to any person other than such individ-
ual’s spouse shall, for the purposes of this
chapter, be considered as made one-half by
the individual and one-half by such individ-
ual’s spouse, but only if at the time of the
gift each spouse is a citizen or resident of the
United States. This paragraph shall not
apply with respect to a gift by an individual
of an interest in property if such individual
creates in the individual’s spouse a general
power of appointment, as defined in section
2514(c), over such interest. For purposes of
this section, an individual shall be consid-
ered as the spouse of another only if the indi-
vidual is married to the individual’s spouse
at the time of the gift and does not remarry
during the remainder of the calendar year.”’;

(21) in section 2516—

(A) by striking ‘‘his or her’ in paragraph
D;

(B) by striking ‘“Where a husband and wife
enter’”’ and inserting the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Where a married couple
enters’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(b) SPOUSE.—For purposes of this section,
if the spouses referred to are divorced, wher-
ever appropriate to the meaning of this sec-
tion, the term ‘spouse’ shall read ‘former
spouse’.”’;

(22) in section 5733(d), by striking para-
graph (2) and inserting after paragraph (1)
the following new paragraph:

‘“(2) a spouse succeeding to the business of
a living spouse;’’;

(23) in section 6013—

(A) by striking ‘‘JOINT RETURNS OF INCOME
TAX BY HUSBAND AND WIFE’’ in the heading and
inserting ‘‘JOINT RETURNS OF INCOME TAX BY A
MARRIED COUPLE’’;

(B) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘husband
and wife”” and inserting ‘‘married couple’’;

(C) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘either
the husband or wife’’ and inserting ‘‘either
spouse’’;

(D) in subsection (a)(2)—

(i) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘hus-
band and wife”” and inserting ‘‘spouses’’; and

(ii) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘his
taxable year’” and inserting ‘‘such spouse’s
taxable year’’;

(E) in subsection (a)(3)—

(i) in the first sentence, by striking ‘his
executor or administrator” and inserting
‘‘the decedent’s executor or administrator’’;

(ii) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘with
respect to both himself and the decedent”
and inserting ‘‘with respect to both the sur-
viving spouse and the decedent’’; and

(iii) in the second sentence, by striking
‘‘constitute his separate return’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘constitute the survivor’s separate re-
turn’’;

(F) in subsection (b), by striking paragraph
(1) and inserting the following new para-
graph:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), if an individual has filed a sep-
arate return for a taxable year for which a
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joint return could have been made by the in-
dividual and the individual’s spouse under
subsection (a) and the time prescribed by law
for filing the return for such taxable year
has expired, such individual and such spouse
may nevertheless make a joint return for
such taxable year. A joint return filed under
this subsection shall constitute the return of
the individual and the individual’s spouse for
such taxable year, and all payments, credits,
refunds, or other repayments made or al-
lowed with respect to the separate return of
either spouse for such taxable year shall be
taken into account in determining the ex-
tent to which the tax based upon the joint
return has been paid. If a joint return is
made under this subsection, any election
(other than the election to file a separate re-
turn) made by either spouse in a separate re-
turn for such taxable year with respect to
the treatment of any income, deduction, or
credit of such spouse shall not be changed in
the making of the joint return where such
election would have been irrevocable if the
joint return had not been made. If a joint re-
turn is made under this subsection after the
death of either spouse, such return with re-
spect to the decedent can be made only by
the decedent’s executor or administrator.”;

(G) in subsection (c¢), by striking ‘‘husband
and wife”’ and inserting ‘‘spouses’’;

(H) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘‘as
husband and wife’” and inserting ‘‘as mar-
ried”’;

(I) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘his
spouse’’ and inserting ‘‘the spouse of the in-
dividual”’;

(J) in subsection (f)(2)(B), by striking
“such individual, his spouse, and his estate
shall be determined as if he were alive” and
inserting ‘‘such individual, the individual’s
spouse, and the individual’s estate shall be
determined as if the individual were alive’’;
and

(K) in subsection (f)(3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘for
which he is entitled” and inserting ‘‘for
which such member is entitled’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘for
which he is entitled” and inserting ‘‘for
which such employee is entitled’’;

(24) in section 6014(b), by striking ‘‘husband
and wife”” in the second sentence and insert-
ing ‘‘a married couple’’;

(25) in section 6017, by striking ‘‘husband
and wife”” in the second sentence and insert-
ing ‘“married couple’’;

(26) in section 6096(a), by striking ‘‘of hus-
band and wife having’” in the second sen-
tence and inserting ‘‘reporting’’;

(27) in section 6166(b)(2), by striking sub-
paragraph (B) and inserting the following
new subparagraph:

‘(B) CERTAIN INTERESTS HELD BY MARRIED
COUPLE.—Stock or a partnership interest
which—

‘(i) is community property of a married
couple (or the income from which is commu-
nity income) under the applicable commu-
nity property law of a State, or

¢“(ii) is held by a married couple as joint
tenants, tenants by the entirety, or tenants
in common,
shall be treated as owned by 1 shareholder or
1 partner, as the case may be.”’;

(28) in section 6212(b)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘return filed by husband
and wife”” and inserting ‘‘return’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘his last known address”
and inserting ‘‘the last known address of
such spouse’’;

(29) in section 7T428(c)(2)(A), by striking
“husband and wife”” and inserting ‘‘married
couple’’;

(30) in section 7701(a)—

(A) by striking paragraph (17); and
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(B) in paragraph (38), by striking ‘‘husband
and wife”’ and inserting ‘‘married couple’’;
and

(31) in section 7872(f), by striking para-
graph (7) and inserting the following new
paragraph:

“(7) MARRIED COUPLE TREATED AS 1 PER-
SON.—A married couple shall be treated as 1
person.’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) The table of sections for subchapter B
of chapter 12 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by striking the item relating
to section 2513 and inserting the following
new item:

‘“‘Sec. 2513. Gift by spouse to third party.”.

(2) The table of sections for subpart B of
part II of subchapter A of chapter 61 of such
Code is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 6013 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item:

““Sec. 6013. Joint returns of income tax by a
married couple.”’.

. RULES RELATING TO THE GENDER

OF SPOUSES, ETC.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following provisions
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 are each
amended by striking ‘‘his spouse’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘the individual’s
spouse’’:

(1) Subsections (a)(1) and (d) of section 1.

(2) Section 2(b)(2)(A).

(8) Subsections (d)(1)(B) and (e)(3) of sec-
tion 21.

(4) Section 36(c)(b).

(5) Section 179(d)(2)(A).

(6) Section 318(a)(1)(A)@).

(7) Section 408(d)(6).

(8) Section 469(1)(5)(B)(ii).

(9) Section 507(d)(2)(B)(iii).

(10) Clauses (ii) and (iii) of
613A(c)(8)(D).

(11) Section 672(e)(2).

(12) Section 704(e)(2).

(13) Subparagraphs (A) and (B)(ii) of sec-
tion 911(c)(3).

(14) Section 1235(c)(2).

(15) Section 1563(e)(5).

(16) Section 3121(b)(3)(B).

(17) Section 4946(d).

(18) Section 4975(e)(6).

(19) Subparagraphs (A)(iv) and (B) of sec-
tion 6012(a)(1).

(20) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of section
7703(a).

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) The following provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 are each amended by
striking ‘‘his spouse’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘the taxpayer’s spouse’’:

(A) Section 2(a)(2)(B).

(B) Subparagraphs (B) and (C) of section
2(b)(2).

(C) Paragraphs (2) and (6)(A) of section
21(e).

(D) Section 36B(e)(1).

(E) Section 63(e)(3)(B).

(F) Section 86(c)(1)(C)(ii).

(G) Section 105(c)(1).

(H) Section 135(d)(3).

(I) Section 151(b).

(J) Subsections (a) and (d)(7) of section 213.

(K) Section 1233(e)(2)(C).

(L) Section 1239(b)(2).

(M) Section 6504(2).

(2) The following provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 are each amended by
striking ‘‘his spouse’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘the employee’s spouse’’:

(A) Section 132(m)(1).

(B) Section 401(h)(6).

(C) Section 3402(1)(3).

(3) The following provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 are each amended by
striking ‘‘his taxable year’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘the individual’s taxable
year’’:

(A) Section 2(b)(1).
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(B) Section 7703(a)(1).

(4) The following provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 are each amended by
striking ‘‘his taxable year’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘the taxpayer’s taxable
year’’:

(A) Subparagraphs (B) and (C) of section
2(b)(2) (as amended by paragraph (1)(B)).

(B) Section 63(£)(1)(A).

(5) The following provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 are each amended by
striking ‘‘his home’ and inserting ‘‘the indi-
vidual’s home’’:

(A) Section 2(b)(1)(A).

(B) Section 21(e)(4)(A)({).

(C) Section 7703(b)(1).

(6) The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended by this section, is amended—

(A) in section 2(a)(1)(A), by striking ‘‘his
two taxable years’ and inserting ‘‘the tax-
payer’s two taxable years’’;

(B) in section 2(a)(1)(B), by striking ‘‘his
home’ and inserting ‘‘the taxpayer’s home’’;

(C) in paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(A) of sec-
tion 63(f), by striking ‘‘for himself if he”
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘for the
taxpayer if the taxpayer’’;

(D) in section 63(f)(4), by striking ‘‘his”’
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘the in-
dividual’s’’;

(E) in section 105(b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his spouse, his dependents”’
and inserting ‘‘the taxpayer’s spouse, the
taxpayer’s dependents’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘“‘by him’’;

(F) in the heading of section 119(a), by
striking ‘‘, HIS SPOUSE, AND HIS DEPEND-
ENTS” and inserting ‘‘AND THE EMPLOYEE’S
SPOUSE AND DEPENDENTS’;

(G) in section 119(a), by striking ‘‘him, his
spouse, or any of his dependents by or on be-
half of his employer’ and inserting ‘‘the em-
ployee or the employee’s spouse or depend-
ents by or on behalf of the employer of the
employee’’;

(H) in section 119(a)(2), by striking ‘‘his”’
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘the em-
ployee’s’’;

(I) in section 119(d)(3)(B), by striking ‘‘his
spouse, and any of his dependents” and in-
serting ‘‘the employee’s spouse, and any of
the employee’s dependents’’;

(J) in section 129(b)(2), by striking ‘‘him-
self”” and inserting ‘‘the spouse’s self’’;

(K) in section 170(b)(1)(F)(iii)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his spouse’ and inserting
‘‘the spouse of such donor’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘his death or after the
death of his surviving spouse if she’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the death of the donor or after the
death of the donor’s surviving spouse if such
surviving spouse’’;

(L) in section 213(c)(1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his estate’” and inserting
‘‘the estate of the taxpayer’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘his death’ and inserting
‘‘the death of the taxpayer’’;

(M) in section 213(d)(7), by striking ‘he”’
and inserting ‘‘the taxpayer’’;

(N) in section 217(g)—

(i) by striking ‘‘, his spouse, or his depend-
ents’ in paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘or the
spouse or dependents of such member’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘his dependents’ in para-
graph (3) and inserting ‘‘dependents’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘his spouse’’ each place it
appears in paragraph (3) and inserting ‘‘the
member’s spouse’’;

(0) in section 217(1)(3)(A),
“his’’;

(P) in section 267(c)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his’’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘the individual’s’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘“‘by him’’ in paragraph (5)
and inserting ‘‘by the individual’’;

(Q) in section 318(a)(1)(A)(i), by striking
““his”” and inserting ‘‘the individual’s’’;

by striking
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(R) in section 402(1)(4)(D), by striking ¢, his
spouse, and dependents’ and inserting ‘‘and
the spouse and dependents of such officer’’;

(S) in section 415(1)(2)(B), by striking ‘¢, his
spouse, or his dependents’ and inserting ‘‘or
the participant’s spouse or dependents’’;

(T) in section 420(f)(6)(A), by striking ‘‘his
covered spouse and dependents’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘the covered spouse
and dependents of such retiree’’;

(U) in section 424(d)(1), by striking ‘‘his”’
and inserting ‘‘the individual’s’’;

(V) in section 544(a)(2), by striking ‘‘his”
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘the indi-
vidual’s’’;

(W) in section 911(c)(3), by striking ‘“‘him”’
each place it appears in subparagraphs (A)
and (B)(ii) and inserting ‘‘the individual’’;

(X) in section 1015(d)(3), by striking ‘‘his
spouse’’ and inserting ‘‘the donor’s spouse’’;

(Y) in section 1563(e)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his children’ both places it
appears in paragraphs (5)(D) and (6)(A) and
inserting ‘‘the individual’s children’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘his parents’ both places it
appears in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of para-
graph (6) and inserting ‘‘the individual’s par-
ents’’;

(Z) in section 1563(f)(2)(B), by striking
“him”’ and inserting ‘‘the individual’’;

(AA) in section 2012(c), by striking ‘‘his
spouse’” and inserting ‘‘the decedent’s
spouse’’;

(BB) in section 2032A(e)(10), by striking
“his surviving spouse’ and inserting ‘‘the de-
cedent’s surviving spouse’’;

(CC) in section 2035(b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his estate’’ and inserting
“‘the decedent’s estate’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘his spouse’’ and inserting
‘“‘the decedent’s spouse’’;

(DD) in subsections (a) and (b)(5) of section
2056, by striking ‘‘his surviving spouse’ and
inserting ‘‘the decedent’s surviving spouse’’;

(EE) in section 2523(b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘(or his heirs or assigns) or
such person (or his heirs or assigns)’’ in para-
graph (1) and inserting ‘‘(or the donor’s heirs
or assigns) or such person (or such person’s
heirs or assigns)’’;

(ii) by striking ‘“‘himself”’ in paragraph (1)
and inserting ‘‘the donor’s self’’;

(iii) by striking ‘‘he’” in paragraph (2) and
inserting ‘‘the donor’’; and

(iv) by striking ‘“him’ each place it ap-
pears in the matter following paragraph (2)
and inserting ‘‘the donor”’;

(FF) in section 2523(d), by striking ‘‘him-
self” and inserting ‘‘the donor’s self’’;

(GG) in section 2523(e), by striking ‘‘his
spouse’’ and inserting ‘‘the donee spouse’’;

(HH) in section 3121(b)(3)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his father’” in subpara-
graph (A) and inserting ‘‘the child’s father’’;

(i1) by striking ‘‘his father’” in subpara-
graph (B) and inserting ‘‘the individual’s fa-
ther’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘his son’ in subparagraph
(B) and inserting ‘‘the individual’s son’’;

(IT) in section 3306(c)(5)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his son’’ and inserting ‘‘the
individual’s son’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘his father” and inserting
‘“‘the child’s father’’;

(JJ) in section 3402(1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘he’’ each place it appears
in paragraphs (2) and (3)(A) and inserting
‘“‘the employee’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘his taxable year’’ both
places it appears in paragraph (3)(B) and in-
serting ‘‘the employee’s taxable year’’;

(KK) in section 4905(a), by striking ‘‘his
spouse’” and inserting ‘‘such person’s
spouse’’;

(LL) in section 6046(c), by striking ‘‘his”
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘the in-
dividual’s’’;
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(MM) in section 6103(e)(1)(A)(ii), by strik-
ing “him”’ and inserting ‘‘the individual’’;

(NN) in section 7448(a)(8), by striking ‘‘his
death’” and inserting ‘‘the individual’s
death’’;

(0O0) in subsections (d) and (n) of section
7448, by striking ‘‘his’’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘the individual’s’’;

(PP) in section 7448(m)(1)(A)(i), by striking
“he”” and inserting ‘‘such judge or special
trial judge’’; and

(QQ) in section 7448(q)—

(i) by striking ‘‘his’’ both places it appears
and inserting ‘‘such judge’s’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘“‘to bring himself”’ and in-
serting ‘‘to come”’.

SA 4537. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. REGULATION OF TAX RETURN PRE-

PARERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
330 of title 31, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) regulate—

‘“(A) the practice of representatives of per-
sons before the Department of the Treasury;
and

‘“(B) the practice of tax return preparers;
and”, and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘or a tax return preparer
to prepare tax returns’ after ‘‘practice’’,

(B) by inserting ‘‘or tax return preparer’’
before ‘‘demonstrate’, and

(C) by inserting ‘“‘or in preparing their tax
returns, claims for refund, or documents in
connection with tax returns or claims for re-
fund”’ after ‘‘cases’ in subparagraph (D).

(b) AUTHORITY TO SANCTION REGULATED
TAX RETURN PREPARERS.—Subsection (c) of
section 330 of title 31, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘before the Department’’,

(2) by inserting ‘‘or tax return preparer’’
after ‘‘representative’ each place it appears,
and

(3) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘“‘misleads
or threatens’ and all that follows and insert-
ing ‘“‘misleads or threatens—

‘““(A) any person being represented or any
prospective person being represented; or

‘(B) any person or prospective person
whose tax return, claim for refund, or docu-
ment in connection with a tax return or
claim for refund, is being or may be pre-
pared.”.

(¢) MINIMUM COMPETENCY STANDARDS FOR
TAX RETURN PREPARERS.—Section 330 of title
31, United States Code, is amended by adding
at the end the following new subsection:

‘“(f) TAX RETURN PREPARERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any tax return preparer
shall demonstrate minimum competency
standards under this subsection by—

‘“‘(A) obtaining an identifying number for
securing proper identification of such pre-
parer as described in section 6109(a)(4) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986;

‘“(B) satisfying any examination and an-
nual continuing education requirements as
prescribed by the Secretary; and

“(C) completing a background check ad-
ministered by the Secretary.

‘(2) EXEMPTION.—The Secretary shall ex-
empt tax return preparers who have been
subject to comparable examination, con-
tinuing education requirements, and back-
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ground checks administered by the Sec-
retary or any comparable State licensing
program. Such exemption shall extend di-
rectly to individuals who are supervised by
such preparers and are not required to secure
an identification number under section
6109(a)(4).”.

(d) TAX RETURN PREPARER DEFINED.—Sec-
tion 330 of title 31, United States Code, as
amended by subsection (c¢), is amended by
adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘‘(g) TAX RETURN PREPARER.—For purposes
of this section—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘tax return
preparer’ has the meaning given such term
under section 7701(a)(36) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.

‘“(2) TAX RETURN.—The term ‘tax return’
has the meaning given to the term ‘return’
under section 6696(e)(1) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.

‘(3) CLAIM FOR REFUND.—The term ‘claim
for refund’ has the meaning given such term
under section 6696(e)(2) of such Code.”.

(e) AMENDMENTS WITH RESPECT TO IDENTI-
FYING NUMBER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6109(a) is amended
by striking paragraph (4) and inserting the
following:

‘(4) FURNISHING IDENTIFYING NUMBER OF
TAX RETURN PREPARER.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—AnNy return or claim for
refund prepared by a tax return preparer
shall bear such identifying number for secur-
ing proper identification of such preparer,
his employer, or both, as may be prescribed.
For purposes of this paragraph, the terms
‘return’ and ‘claim for refund’ have the re-
spective meanings given to such terms by
section 6696(e).

‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall
not apply to any tax return preparer who
prepares a return or claim for refund under
the supervision and direction of a tax return
preparer who signs the return or claim for
refund and is a certified public accountant,
an attorney or enrolled agent.”.

(2) CLARIFICATION OF RESCISSION AUTHOR-
ITY.—Section 6109 is amended by inserting
after subsection (d) the following new sub-
section:

““(e) AUTHORITY TO RESCIND IDENTIFYING
NUMBER OF TAX RETURN PREPARER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may re-
scind an identifying number issued under
subsection (a)(4) if—

‘“(A) after notice and opportunity for a
hearing, the preparer is shown to be incom-
petent or disreputable (as such terms are
used in subsection (c) of section 330 of title
31, United States Code), and

‘(B) rescinding the identifying number
would promote compliance with the require-
ments of this title and effective tax adminis-
tration.

‘“(2) RECORDS.—If an identifying number is
rescinded under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall place in the file in the Office of the Di-
rector of Professional Responsibility the
opinion of the Secretary with respect to the
determination, including—

“(A) a statement of the facts and cir-
cumstances relating to the determination,
and

“(B) the reasons for the rescission.”.

(f) GAO STUDY AND REPORT ON THE EX-
CHANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN THE IRS
AND STATE TAXATION AUTHORITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall conduct a
study and submit to Congress a report on the
sharing of information between the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and State authorities,
as authorized under section 6103(d) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, regarding iden-
tification numbers issued to paid tax return
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preparers and return preparer minimum
standards.

(2) INCREASED INFORMATION SHARING.—The
study and report described in paragraph (1)
shall include an analysis of the impact that
increased information sharing between Fed-
eral and State authorities would have on ef-
forts to enforce minimum standards on paid
tax return preparers.

SA 4538. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ELIMINATION OF WORK DISINCEN-
TIVE FOR CHILDHOOD DISABILITY
BENEFICIARIES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the “Work Without Worry Act”’

(b) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(d) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 402(d)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)(B)(ii), by striking ‘‘is
under a disability (as defined in section
223(d)) which began before he attained the
age of 22, and” and inserting the following:
“is under a disability (as defined in section
223(d)), and—

‘() the physical or mental impairment (or
combination of impairments) that is the
basis for the finding of disability began be-
fore the child attained the age of 22 (or is of
such a type that can reasonably be presumed
to have begun before the child attained the
age of 22, as determined by the Commis-
sioner), and

““(IT) the impairment or combination of im-
pairments could have been the basis for a
finding of disability (without regard to
whether the child was actually engaged in
substantial gainful activity) before the child
attained age 22, and’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(11)(A) In the case of a child described in
subparagraph (B)(ii) of paragraph (1) who—

‘(i) has not attained early retirement age
(as defined in section 216(1)(2));

‘“(ii) has filed an application for child’s in-
surance benefits; and

‘“(iii) is insured for disability benefits (as
determined under section 223(c)(1)) at the
time of such filing;
such application shall be deemed to be an ap-
plication for both child’s insurance benefits
under this subsection and disability insur-
ance benefits under section 223.

‘“(B) In the case of a child described in sub-
paragraph (B)(ii) of paragraph (1) who—

‘(i) has attained early retirement age (as
defined in section 216(1)(2));

‘‘(ii) has filed an application for child’s in-
surance benefits; and

‘“(iii) is a fully insured individual (as de-
fined in section 214(a)) at the time of such
filing;
such application shall be deemed to be an ap-
plication for both child’s insurance benefits
under this subsection and old-age insurance
benefits under section 202(a).

‘(C) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the
case of a child described in subparagraph (A)
or (B), if, at the time of filing an application
for child’s insurance benefits, the amount of
the monthly old-age or disability insurance
benefit to which the child would be entitled
is greater than the amount of the monthly
child’s insurance benefit to which the child
would be entitled, the child shall not be enti-
tled to a child’s insurance benefit based on
such application.
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‘(D) For purposes of subparagraph (C), the
amount of the monthly old-age or disability
benefit to which the child would be entitled
shall be determined before application of sec-
tion 224.

‘“(12) For purposes of paragraph (1)(B)(ii), a
child shall not be required to be continu-
ously under a disability during the period be-
tween the date that the disability began and
the date that the application for child’s in-
surance benefits is filed.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to applica-
tions filed on or after the date that is 24
months after the date of the enactment of
this section.

SA 4539. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. MODIFICATION OF RATE OF DE-
DUCTION FOR QUALIFIED BUSINESS
INCOME.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 199A(a) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (2), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) as clauses (i) and (ii),
respectively, and by moving such clauses 2
ems to the right,

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
(as so amended) as subparagraphs (A) and
(B), respectively, and by moving such sub-
paragraphs 2 ems to the right,

(3) by striking ‘“DEDUCTION.—In the case
of”’” and inserting ‘‘DEDUCTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of”’,

(4) by striking ‘20 percent’ in paragraph
(1)(B), as so redesignated, and inserting ‘‘the
deduction percentage’’, and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) DEDUCTION PERCENTAGE.—For purposes
of this section—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The deduction percent-
age is 30 percent—

‘(i) reduced (but not below 20 percent) by
1 percentage point for every $5,000 (or frac-
tion thereof) by which the taxpayer’s ad-
justed gross income for the taxable year ex-
ceeds $150,000, and

‘“(ii) further reduced by 1 percentage point
for every $250,000 (or fraction thereof) by
which the taxpayer’s adjusted gross income
for the taxable year exceeds $50,000,000.

“(B) MARRIED INDIVIDUALS FILING SEPARATE
RETURNS.—In the case of married individuals
filing separate returns, subparagraph (A)
shall be applied—

“(1) by substituting ‘$2,500° for ‘$5,000° and
‘$75,000° for ‘$150,000’ in clause (i), and

‘‘(ii) by substituting ‘$125,000° for ‘$250,000°
and ‘$25,000,000" for ‘$50,000,000" in clause (ii).

‘(C) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.—In the
case of a taxable year beginning after 2027,
each of the dollar amounts in subparagraphs
(A)(i) and (B)(i) shall be increased by an
amount equal to—

‘(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by

‘(i) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-
mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar
year in which the taxable year begins, deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2025’
for ‘calendar year 2016’ in subparagraph
(A)(ii) thereof.

The amount of any increase under the pre-
ceding sentence shall be rounded as provided
in section 1(£)(7).”.

(b) COMBINED QUALIFIED BUSINESS INCOME
AMOUNT.—Section 199A(b)(1)(B) is amended
by striking ‘20 percent’ and inserting ‘‘the
deduction percentage’’.
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(c) DEDUCTIBLE AMOUNT.—Section
199A(b)(2)(A) is amended by striking ‘20 per-
cent” and inserting ‘‘the deduction percent-
age’’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2026.

SA 4540. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . TAX-FREE PRODUCTION OF LOW AL-
COHOL BY VOLUME KOMBUCHA.

(a) EXEMPTION FROM TAX ON WINE.—Sec-
tion 5042(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) LOW ALCOHOL BY VOLUME KOMBUCHA.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to regulations
prescribed by the Secretary, low alcohol by
volume kombucha shall not be subject to—

‘(i) tax as wine, or

‘‘(ii) the provisions of subchapter F.

‘“(B) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this
chapter, the term ‘low alcohol by volume
kombucha’ means a beverage which—

‘(1) is fermented solely by a symbiotic cul-
ture of bacteria and yeast,

‘“(ii) contains not more than 1.25 percent of
alcohol by volume,

‘“(iii) is sold or offered for sale as
kombucha, and

“(iv) is derived from—

‘“(I) fermentable sugars, including sugar,
malt or malt substitute, honey, and fruit
juice, and

‘“(ITI) plant materials,
coffee.”.

(b) EXEMPTION FROM TAX ON BEER.—Sec-
tion 5053 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (i) as sub-
section (j), and

(2) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(i) PRODUCTION OF LOW ALCOHOL BY VOL-
UME KOMBUCHA.—Subject to regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary, low alcohol by vol-
ume kombucha (as defined in section
5042(a)(4)(B)) shall not be subject to—

“(1) tax as beer, or

‘(2) the provisions of subchapter G.”".

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to calendar
quarters beginning after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4541. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXTENSION OF CERTAIN CLEAN EN-
ERGY CREDITS.

(a) RESIDENTIAL CLEAN ENERGY CREDIT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 25D(h) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by
section 70506(a) of Public Law 119-21, is
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2025’ and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2034”".

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall take effect as if
included in the enactment of section 70506 of
Public Law 119-21.

(b) CLEAN ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION CRED-
IT.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 45Y of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by sec-
tion 70512 of Public Law 119-21, is amended—

(A) in subsection (d)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Subject to
paragraph (4), the amount of’’ and inserting
“The amount of”’, and

(ii) by striking paragraphs (3) and (4) and
inserting the following new paragraph:

“(3) APPLICABLE YEAR.—For purposes of
this subsection, the term ‘applicable year’
means the later of—

“(A) the calendar year in which the Sec-
retary determines that the annual green-
house gas emissions from the production of
electricity in the United States are equal to
or less than 25 percent of the annual green-
house gas emissions from the production of
electricity in the United States for calendar
year 2022, or

“(B) 2032.”’, and

(B) by striking subsection (h).

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect as if
included in the enactment of section 70512 of
Public Law 119-21.

(c) CLEAN ELECTRICITY INVESTMENT CRED-
IT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 48E of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by sec-
tion 70513 of Public Law 119-21, is amended—

(A) in subsection (e)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Subject to
paragraph (4), the amount of’ and inserting
“The amount of”’, and

(ii) by striking paragraph (4),

(B) by striking subsection (i), and

(C) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (i).

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect as if
included in the enactment of section 70513 of
Public Law 119-21.

SA 4542, Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . MODIFICATION OF RAILROAD TRACK
MAINTENANCE CREDIT.

(a) INCREASE IN CREDIT AMOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 45G(b)(1)(A) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
striking “‘$3,500”’ and inserting ‘‘$6,100"".

(2) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—Section 45G of
such Code is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

¢“(f) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxable
year beginning after 2027, the $6,100 amount
in subsection (b)(1)(A) shall be increased by
an amount equal to—

‘“(A) such dollar amount, multiplied by

‘““(B) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-
mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar
year in which the taxable year begins, deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2026’
for ‘calendar year 2016’ in subparagraph
(A)(ii) thereof.

‘“(2) ROUNDING.—Any increase determined
under paragraph (1) which is not a multiple
of $100 shall be rounded to the nearest mul-
tiple of $100.”.

(b) QUALIFIED RAILROAD TRACK MAINTE-
NANCE EXPENDITURES.—Section 45G(d) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
striking ‘‘January 1, 2015 and inserting
“January 1, 2026”°.

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to expendi-
tures paid or incurred in taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 2026.




S1268

SA 4543. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘21.1
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4544. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC.  .INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’ and inserting ‘‘21.2
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4545. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘21.3
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4546. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘21.4
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4547. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘21.5
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4548. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent” and inserting ‘‘21.6
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4549. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ¢21.7
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4550. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent” and inserting ‘“21.8
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4551. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘21.9
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4552. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘22
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4553. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’ and inserting ‘‘22.1
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4554. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘‘21 percent” and inserting ‘‘22.2
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4555. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’ and inserting ‘‘22.3
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4556. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC.  .INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘22.4
percent’’.
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4557. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC.  .INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ¢‘22.5
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4558. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent” and inserting ¢‘22.6
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4559. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent” and inserting ‘22.9
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4560. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘22.7
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4561. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
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which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ¢22.8
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4562. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘23
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4563. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ¢23.1
percent”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4564. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ¢23.2
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4565. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent” and inserting ¢‘23.3
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
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years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4566. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’ and inserting ‘‘23.4
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4567. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent” and inserting ¢‘23.5
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4568. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘23.6
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4569. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ¢‘23.7
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4570. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:
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At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent” and inserting ¢‘23.8
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4571. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’ and inserting ‘23.9
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4572. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘24
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4573. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘‘21 percent” and inserting ‘‘24.1
percent’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4574. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘24.2
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.
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SA 4575. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘24.3
percent”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4576. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘24.4
percent”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4577. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘24.5
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4578. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘24.6
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4579. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘24.7
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4580. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘‘24.8
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4581. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘24.9
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4582. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN CORPORATE TAX RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(b) is amended
by striking ‘21 percent’” and inserting ‘25
percent’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 4583. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX

RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 3T-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
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on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $1,000,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4584. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 3T-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $900,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

“‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4585. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $800,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4586. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
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Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 37-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold” means—

‘(i) $700,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(i1) Y2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4587. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 37-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold” means—

‘(i) $600,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(i1) Y2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4588. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 37-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
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on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $500,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4589. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. __ . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 3T-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

“‘(i) $400,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

“‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4590. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $300,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

“‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4591. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
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Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. = . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $200,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4592. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 3T7T-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $100,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4593. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
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on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold” means—

‘(i) $90,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(i1) Y2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4594. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. __ . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.

““(A) 37-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $80,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(i1) Y2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4595. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

¢“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.

““(A) 37-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $70,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(i1) Y2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
yvears beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4596. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
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Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. @ . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $60,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4597. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $50,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4598. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
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on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $40,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4599. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 3T-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $30,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

“‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4600. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

“(A) 3T7-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

‘(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold’ means—

‘(i) $20,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(ii) %2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4601. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
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Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASE IN TOP INDIVIDUAL TAX
RATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(j) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting after paragraph (3) the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) MODIFICATIONS TO INCOME TAX BRACK-
ETS FOR HIGH-INCOME TAXPAYERS.—

““(A) 37-PERCENT RATE BRACKET.—In the
case of taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2025, the rate of tax under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2)
on a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of
the applicable threshold shall be 39.6 percent.

“(B) APPLICABLE THRESHOLD.—For purposes
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable
threshold” means—

‘(i) $10,000,000 in the case of paragraph
(2)(A), (2)(B), and (2)(C), and

‘‘(i1) Y2 the amount applicable under clause
(i) in the case of paragraph (2)(D).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

SA 4602. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SECTION REPEAL OF THE MEDICARE

PRICE NEGOTIATION EXEMPTION
FOR ORPHAN DRUGS.

Section 71203 of An Act to provide for rec-
onciliation pursuant to title II of H. Con.
Res. 14 (Public Law 119-21) is repealed and
any law or regulation referred to in such sec-
tion shall be applied as if such section and
the amendments made by such section had
not been enacted.

SA 4603. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXEMPTION FROM BALANCE-OF-PAY-

MENTS DUTIES FOR IMPORTS OF
COFFEE.

No duty imposed under section 122 of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2132) shall apply
with respect to imports of coffee.

SA 4604. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EXEMPTION FROM BALANCE-OF-PAY-

MENTS DUTIES FOR IMPORTS OF BA-
NANAS.

No duty imposed under section 122 of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2132) shall apply
with respect to imports of bananas.

SA 4605. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . EXEMPTION FROM BALANCE-OF-PAY-

MENTS DUTIES FOR IMPORTS FROM
CANADA.

No duty imposed under section 122 of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2132) shall apply
with respect to any article imported from
Canada.

SA 4606. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . RESTORATION OF ENHANCED HEALTH

CARE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.

(a) RESTORATION OF RULES TO INCREASE
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE AMOUNTS.—Clause (iii)
of section 36B(b)(3)(A) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking 2025 and
inserting ‘2027, and

(2) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’ and in-
serting ‘‘before January 1, 2028”°.

(b) RESTORATION OF RULE TO ALLOW CREDIT
TO TAXPAYERS WHOSE HOUSEHOLD INCOME EX-
CEEDS 400 PERCENT OF POVERTY LINE.—Sub-
paragraph (E) of section 36B(c)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘through
2025’ and inserting ‘‘through 2027°, and

(2) by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026°’ and
inserting ‘‘before January 1, 2028”°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

(d) ADDITIONAL OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD
FOR PLAN YEAR 2026.—With respect to plan
year 2026, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall require Exchanges to
provide an additional open enrollment period
under section 1311(c)(6) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
18031(c)(6)) during the period beginning on
the date of enactment of this Act and ending
on August 31, 2026.

SA 4607. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . RESTORATION OF ENHANCED HEALTH

CARE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.

(a) RESTORATION OF RULES TO INCREASE
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE AMOUNTS.—Clause (iii)
of section 36B(b)(3)(A) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking 2025 and
inserting ‘2028, and

(2) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’ and in-
serting ‘‘before January 1, 2029°°.

(b) RESTORATION OF RULE TO ALLOW CREDIT
TO TAXPAYERS WHOSE HOUSEHOLD INCOME EX-
CEEDS 400 PERCENT OF POVERTY LINE.—Sub-
paragraph (E) of section 36B(c)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘through
2025’ and inserting ‘‘through 2028’°, and
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(2) by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026”’ and
inserting ‘‘before January 1, 2029°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

(d) ADDITIONAL OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD
FOR PLAN YEAR 2026.—With respect to plan
year 2026, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall require Exchanges to
provide an additional open enrollment period
under section 1311(c)(6) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
18031(c)(6)) during the period beginning on
the date of enactment of this Act and ending
on August 31, 2026.

SA 4608. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . RESTORATION OF ENHANCED HEALTH
CARE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.

(a) RESTORATION OF RULES TO INCREASE
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE AMOUNTS.—Clause (iii)
of section 36B(b)(3)(A) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking 2025 and
inserting ‘‘2029°’, and

(2) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’ and in-
serting ‘‘before January 1, 2030°°.

(b) RESTORATION OF RULE TO ALLOW CREDIT
TO TAXPAYERS WHOSE HOUSEHOLD INCOME EX-
CEEDS 400 PERCENT OF POVERTY LINE.—Sub-
paragraph (E) of section 36B(c)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘through
2025’ and inserting ‘‘through 2029’°, and

(2) by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’’ and
inserting ‘‘before January 1, 2030"°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

(d) ADDITIONAL OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD
FOR PLAN YEAR 2026.—With respect to plan
year 2026, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall require Exchanges to
provide an additional open enrollment period
under section 1311(c)(6) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
18031(c)(6)) during the period beginning on
the date of enactment of this Act and ending
on August 31, 2026.

SA 4609. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . RESTORATION OF ENHANCED HEALTH
CARE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.

(a) RESTORATION OF RULES TO INCREASE
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE AMOUNTS.—Clause (iii)
of section 36B(b)(3)(A) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking 2025’ and
inserting ‘“2030”’, and

(2) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’ and in-
serting ‘‘before January 1, 2031"°.

(b) RESTORATION OF RULE TO ALLOW CREDIT
TO TAXPAYERS WHOSE HOUSEHOLD INCOME EX-
CEEDS 400 PERCENT OF POVERTY LINE.—Sub-
paragraph (E) of section 36B(c)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘through
2025’ and inserting ‘‘through 2030°’, and
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(2) by striking ‘“‘before January 1, 2026’ and
inserting ‘‘before January 1, 2031°".

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.

(d) ADDITIONAL OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD
FOR PLAN YEAR 2026.—With respect to plan
year 2026, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall require Exchanges to
provide an additional open enrollment period
under section 1311(c)(6) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
18031(c)(6)) during the period beginning on
the date of enactment of this Act and ending
on August 31, 2026.

SA 4610. Mr. WYDEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Workforce Innovation Act”.

SEC. 2. HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE INNOVATION
PROGRAM.

Section 755(b) of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 294e(b)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

““(5)(A) Supporting and developing new in-
novative, community-driven approaches for
the education and training of allied health
professionals, including those described in
subparagraph (F)(i), with an emphasis on ex-
panding the supply of such professionals lo-
cated in, and meeting the needs of, under-
served communities and rural areas. Grants
or contracts under this paragraph shall be
awarded through a new program (referred to
as the ‘Health Care Workforce Innovation
Program’ or in this paragraph as the ‘Pro-
gram’).

‘(B) To be eligible to receive a grant or
contract under the Program an entity
shall—

‘“(i) be a Federally qualified health center
(as defined in section 1905(1)(2)(B) of the So-
cial Security Act), a State-level association
or other consortium that represents and is
comprised of Federally qualified health cen-
ters, a certified rural health clinic that
meets the requirements of section 334, or an
accredited, nonprofit post-secondary voca-
tional program that trains allied health pro-
fessionals to work in primary care settings;
and

‘“(ii) submit to the Secretary an applica-
tion that, at a minimum, contains—

“(I) a description of how all trainees will
be trained in accredited training programs
either directly or through partnerships with
public or nonprofit private entities, such as
schools of allied health;

‘“(IT) a description of the community-driv-
en health care workforce innovation model
to be carried out under the grant or con-
tract, including the specific allied health
professions to be funded;

‘“(IIT) the geographic service area that will
be served, including quantitative data, if
available, showing that such particular area
faces a shortage of allied health profes-
sionals and lacks access to health care;

“(IV) a description of the benefits provided
to each health care professional trained
under the proposed model during the edu-
cation and training phase;

(V) a description of the experience that
the applicant has in the recruitment, reten-
tion, and promotion of the well-being of
workers and volunteers;

‘“‘Health
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‘“(VI) a description of how the funding
awarded under the Program will supplement
rather than supplant existing funding;

‘(VII) a description of the scalability and
replicability of the community-driven ap-
proach to be funded under the Program;

‘(VIII) a description of the infrastructure,
outreach and communication plan and other
program support costs required to
operationalize the proposed model; and

“(IX) any other information, as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate.

“(C)(i) An entity shall use amounts re-
ceived under a grant or contract awarded
under the Program to carry out the innova-
tive, community-driven model described in
the application under subparagraph (B).
Such amounts may be used for launching
new or expanding existing innovative health
care professional partnerships, including the
following specific uses:

‘“(I) Establishing or expanding a partner-
ship between such entity and 1 or more high
schools, accredited public or nonprofit pri-
vate vocational-technical schools, accredited
public or nonprofit private 2-year colleges,
area health education centers, and entities
with clinical settings for the provision of
education and training opportunities not
available at the grantee’s facilities.

““(IT) Providing education and training pro-
grams to improve allied health professionals’
readiness in settings that serve underserved
communities and rural areas; encouraging
students from underserved and disadvan-
taged backgrounds and former patients to
consider careers in health care, and better
reflecting and meeting community needs;
providing education and training programs
for individuals to work in patient-centered,
team-based, community-driven health care
models that include integration with other
clinical practitioners and training in cul-
tural and linguistic competence; providing
pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship pro-
grams for health care technical, support, and
entry-level occupations, particularly for
those enrolled in dual or concurrent enroll-
ment programs; building a preceptorship
training-to-practice model for medical, be-
havioral health, oral health, and public
health disciplines in an integrated, commu-
nity-driven setting; providing and expanding
internships, career ladders, and development
opportunities for health care professionals,
including new and existing staff; or investing
in training equipment, supplies, and limited
renovations or retrofitting of training space
needed for grantees to carry out their par-
ticular model.

‘(ii) Amounts received under a grant or
contract awarded under the Program shall
not be used to support construction costs or
to supplant funding from existing programs
that support the applicant’s health work-
force.

‘“(iii) Models funded under the Program
shall be for a duration of at least 3 years.

‘(D) In awarding grants or contracts under
the Program, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to applicants that will use grant or
contract funds to support workforce innova-
tion models that increase the number of in-
dividuals from underserved and disadvan-
taged backgrounds working in such health
care professions, improve access to health
care (including medical, behavioral health
and oral health) in underserved commu-
nities, or demonstrate that the model can be
replicated in other underserved communities
in a cost-efficient and effective manner to
achieve the purposes of the Program.

‘“(BE) An entity that receives a grant or
contract under the Program shall provide
periodic reports to the Secretary detailing
the findings and outcomes of the innovative,
community-driven model carried out under
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the grant. Such reports shall contain infor-
mation in a manner and at such times as de-
termined appropriate by the Secretary.

“(F') In this paragraph:

‘(i) The term ‘allied health professional’
includes individuals who provide clinical
support services, including medical assist-
ants, dental assistants, dental hygienists,
dental therapists, pharmacy technicians,
physical therapists, physical therapist as-
sistants and health care interpreters; indi-
viduals providing non-clinical support, such
as billing and coding professionals and
health information technology professionals;
dieticians; medical technologists; emergency
medical technicians; community health
workers; health education specialists; health
care paraprofessionals; and peer support spe-
cialists.

‘“(ii) The term ‘rural area’ has the meaning
given such term by the Administrator of the
Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion.

‘“(iii) The term ‘underserved communities’
means areas, population groups, and facili-
ties designated as health professional short-
age areas under section 332, medically under-
served areas as defined under section 330I(a)),
or medically underserved populations as de-
fined under section 330(b)(3).

“(&G)(1) There are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for
each of fiscal years 2027 through 2029, to
carry out this paragraph, to remain avail-
able until expended.

‘(i) A grant or contract provided under
the Program shall not exceed $2,500,000 for a
grant period.”’.

SA 4611. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . PROHIBITION ON CLASSIFICATION AS
SUPPLY CHAIN RISK DUE TO SAFETY
AND ETHICAL USAGE REQUIRE-
MENTS ALIGNED WITH REC-
OMMENDATION FROM NATIONAL IN-
STITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECH-
NOLOGY.

Section 4713(i) of title 41, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘based solely”
and all that follows through the period and
inserting ‘‘against a potential procurement
source that is otherwise qualified to enter
into procurement contracts with the Federal
Government, based on—

‘(1) the foreign ownership of such source;
or

‘(2) the safety, data privacy, and ethical
usage requirements of such source, if the
source is headquartered in the United States
and such requirements align with the pri-
vacy and security recommendations or
frameworks of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology, including the Ar-
tificial Intelligence Risk Management
Framework and any successor framework.”.

SA 4612. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . EXTENSION OF ENHANCEMENT OF
HEALTH CARE PREMIUM TAX CRED-
IT.

(a) EXTENSION OF RULES TO INCREASE PRE-
MIUM ASSISTANCE AMOUNTS.—Clause (iii) of
section 36B(b)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘“THROUGH
2025’ and inserting ‘“THROUGH 2027"°, and

(2) in the matter preceding subclause (1),
by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’ and in-
serting ‘‘before January 1, 2028,

(b) EXTENSION OF RULE TO ALLOW CREDIT TO
TAXPAYERS WHOSE HOUSEHOLD INCOME EX-
CEEDS 400 PERCENT OF POVERTY LINE.—Sub-
paragraph (E) of section 36B(c)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘“THROUGH
2025’ and inserting ‘““THROUGH 2027"°, and

(2) by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’ and
inserting ‘‘before January 1, 2028”°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply
to taxable years beginning after December
31, 2025.

(d) RESCISSION.—Of the unobligated bal-
ances of the amounts appropriated to U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement for
fiscal year 2026, $75,000,000,000 is rescinded.

SA 4613. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . IMPACTS OF FUNDING CUTS AND
STAFF SHORTAGES ON WILDFIRE
RISKS.

The Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall provide to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
of the Senate and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a briefing to describe—

(1) the projections for the severity and ex-
tent of the upcoming wildfire season given
ongoing drought;

(2) the scale and impact of staffing reduc-
tions in Federal land management agencies
on wildfire mitigation;

(3) the scale and impact of staffing reduc-
tions for Federal land management agency
personnel on wildfire response and suppres-
sion, including personnel who hold Incident
Qualification Cards (commonly known as
‘“‘red cards’) and are qualified to respond to
wildfire incidents; and

(4) the scale and impact of staffing reduc-
tions on wildfire recovery and restoration.

SA 4614. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION OF MANDATORY DIS-
POSAL OF PUBLIC LAND.

The Secretary of the Interior or the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may not conduct sales,
exchanges, or transfers of public land unless
consistent with the public land disposal pro-
cedures under applicable Federal law, includ-
ing—

(1) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.);

(2) the Act of June 14, 1926 (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Recreation and Public Pur-
poses Act’) (44 Stat. 741, chapter 578; 43
U.S.C. 869 et seq.); and
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(3) the first section of Public Law 85-569 (16
U.S.C. 478a).

SA 4615. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. EXPEDITING AFFORDABLE ELEC-
TRICITY PROJECT PERMITTING.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED OFFICIAL.—The term ‘‘covered
official”” means—

(A) the Secretary of the Interior or the
Secretary of Defense, as applicable;

(B) the Deputy Secretary of the Interior or
the Deputy Secretary of Defense, as applica-
ble;

(C) any other political appointee to the De-
partment of the Interior or the Department
of Defense, as applicable; and

(D) any career employee of the Department
of the Interior or the Department of Defense,
as applicable.

(2) COVERED PROJECT.—The term ‘‘covered
project’> means a project to develop,
produce, generate, store, transport, or dis-
tribute energy that—

(A) is carried out on Federal land; or

(B) requires the review or approval of a
Federal agency or official.

(3) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries”
means each of the Secretary of the Interior
and the Secretary of Defense.

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR PARITY.—The Secre-
taries shall ensure that no type of covered
project is subject to more restrictive or bur-
densome procedural requirements than any
other type of covered project with respect to
the processing of applications, the approval
or denial of applications, or the provision or
rescission of authorizations, including—

(1) requirements for elevated or discre-
tionary review by a covered official;

(2) the withholding, delaying, or reversing
of decisions made by local, State, or regional
entities for a type of covered project for rea-
sons not applied to all other types of covered
projects; and

(3) the denial or delay of authorizations,
such as testing permits, cost recovery agree-
ments, mitigation agreements, or notices to
proceed once all criteria have been met for
approval, based on underlying technology.

(c) PoLicy REVIEW.—Not later than 15 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretaries shall—

(1) review all applicable regulations, guid-
ance documents, policy manuals, depart-
mental directives, Secretarial orders, and
other procedures relating to covered
projects; and

(2) identify any provision of those regula-
tions, documents, manuals, directives, or-
ders, and procedures not otherwise required
by statute that do not comply with the re-
quirements described in subsection (b).

(d) RESCISSION.—Not later than 20 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
without delay, the Secretaries shall rescind
or amend, as necessary, any provision identi-
fied under subsection (c)(2).

SA 4616. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . RESTORATION OF INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE ENFORCEMENT FUNDING.

There are hereby appropriated, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2026, for necessary expenses for tax en-
forcement activities of the Internal Revenue
Service to determine and collect owed taxes,
to provide legal and litigation support, to
conduct criminal investigations (including
investigative technology), to provide digital
asset monitoring and compliance activities,
to enforce criminal statutes related to viola-
tions of internal revenue laws and other fi-
nancial crimes, to purchase and hire pas-
senger motor vehicles (31 U.S.C. 1343(b)), and
to provide other services as authorized by 5
U.S.C. 3109, at such rates as may be deter-
mined by the Commissioner, $41,800,000,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2031:
Provided, That these amounts shall be in ad-
dition to amounts otherwise available for
such purposes.

SA 4617. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . OMB REPORT.

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘“covered individual” means an individual
who—

(1) during 2025, separated, either volun-
tarily or involuntarily, from a position of
Federal employment; and

(2) as of the date on which the individual
separated from a position of Federal employ-
ment, as described in paragraph (1), had a
doctoral degree in science, technology, engi-
neering, or mathematics.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget shall submit to Congress a report
that analyzes—

(1) the costs expended by the Federal Gov-
ernment in recruiting, training, and pro-
viding security clearances for covered indi-
viduals;

(2) the delayed return on investment with
respect to Federal research grants and
projects that have been stalled because of a
lack of technical oversight because of cov-
ered individuals no longer being employed by
the Federal Government; and

(3) the projected costs to the Federal Gov-
ernment of re-acquiring relevant expertise to
replace the expertise of covered individuals,
either through contracts with private enti-
ties or by appointing new employees.

SA 4618. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PREVENTION OF DATA BROKERS
PURCHASING, SELLING, OR COL-
LECTING DATA NEAR POLLING
PLACES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for
any data broker to purchase, sell, or collect
any data from a device within 100 yards of
any polling place used in a Federal, State, or
local election while such polling place is
open for casting votes in any such election.
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(2) DEFINITION OF DATA BROKER.—The term
‘“‘data broker’” has the meaning given such
term in section 2 of the Protecting Ameri-
cans Data from Foreign Adversaries Act of
2024 (15 U.S.C. 9901).

(3) DEFINITION OF POLLING PLACE.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘polling
place’” shall include any building or infra-
structure where voting occurs during a Fed-
eral, State, or local election.

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY THE FTC.—

(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of this section or a regu-
lation promulgated thereunder shall be
treated as a violation of a rule defining an
unfair or deceptive act or practice under sec-
tion 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)).

(2) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-
mission shall enforce this section in the
same manner, by the same means, and with
the same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as
though all applicable terms and provisions of
the Federal Trade Commission Act (156 U.S.C.
41 et seq.) were incorporated into and made
a part of this Act.

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—AnNy per-
son who violates this section or a regulation
promulgated thereunder shall be subject to
the penalties and entitled to the privileges
and immunities provided in the Federal
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.).

(C) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit the
authority of the Federal Trade Commission
under any other provision of law.

(c) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS
GENERAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the chief law enforce-
ment officer of a State, or an official or
agency designated by a State, has reason to
believe that any person has violated or is
violating this section, the attorney general,
official, or agency of the State, in addition
to any authority it may have to bring an ac-
tion in State court under State law, may
bring a civil action in any appropriate
United States district court or in any other
court of competent jurisdiction, including a
State court, to—

(A) enjoin further such violation by such
person;

(B) enforce compliance with this Act;

(C) obtain civil penalties; and

(D) obtain damages, restitution, or other
compensation on behalf of residents of the
State.

(2) NOTICE AND INTERVENTION BY THE FTC.—
The attorney general of a State shall provide
to the Federal Trade Commission prior writ-
ten notice of any action under paragraph (1)
and a copy of the complaint in the action,
except in any case in which such prior notice
is not feasible, in which case the attorney
general shall serve such notice immediately
upon instituting such action. The Federal
Trade Commission shall have the right—

(A) to intervene in the action;

(B) upon so intervening, to be heard on all
matters arising therein; and

(C) to file petitions for appeal.

(3) LIMITATION ON STATE ACTION WHILE FED-
ERAL ACTION IS PENDING.—If the Federal
Trade Commission has instituted a civil ac-
tion for violation of this section, no State
attorney general, or official or agency of a
State, may bring an action under this sub-
section during the pendency of that action
against any defendant named in the com-
plaint of the Federal Trade Commission for
any violation of this section alleged in the
complaint.

(4) RELATIONSHIP WITH STATE-LAW CLAIMS.—
If the attorney general of a State has au-
thority to bring an action under State law
directed at acts or practices that also violate
this section, the attorney general may assert
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the State-law claim and a claim under this
section in the same civil action.

SA 4619. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) no evidence exists to suggest that the
potential for fraud in voting by mail is
greater than the potential for fraud by any
other method of voting;

(2) allowing all voters the option to vote by
mail can lead to increased voter participa-
tion; and

(3) during the 2024 general election, ap-
proximately 25 percent of Republicans voted
by mail for President Trump.

SA 4620. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DOGE AND DATA PRIVACY.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (referred to in this section
as “DOGE”) violated section 552a of title 5,
United States Code, (commonly Kknown as
the ‘“‘Privacy Act of 1974”") by unlawfully ac-
cessing personal and sensitive information
relating to United States citizens.

(b) REPORT.—The Attorney General shall
submit to Congress a report detailing:

(1) whether personal or sensitive informa-
tion was unlawfully obtained by DOGE;

(2) whether data brokers obtained or sold
any personal or sensitive information ob-
tained by DOGE, including to countries of
concern; and

(3) whether criminal enforcement actions
may be brought based on paragraphs (1) and
(2).

SA 4621. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. REQUIREMENT FOR STRATEGIC BAS-
ING PROCESS BEFORE RELOCATING
A COMBATANT COMMAND.

The Secretary of Defense may not relocate
a combatant command that has reached full
operational capacity until the Secretary
conducts a new strategic basing process with
respect to the location of that combatant
command.

SA 4622. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . REINSTATEMENT OF ENERGY AF-
FORDABILITY GRANTS.

Not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, and without delay, the
Secretary of Energy shall reinstate, and
fully fund, according to previously executed
agreements, the 321 financial awards termi-
nated on October 1, 2025, that supported 223
clean energy projects.

SA 4623. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . INCREASED FUNDING FOR THE RURAL
HEALTH TRANSFORMATION PRO-
GRAM.

Section 2105(h) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1397ee(h)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking
¢¢$10,000,000,000’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘$20,000,000,000"";

(2) in paragraph (1)(B)—

(A) in the subparagraph heading by strik-
ing “UNEXPENDED OR UNOBLIGATED” and in-
serting ‘“‘AVAILABILITY OF’’;

(B) by striking clauses (i) through (iii) and
inserting the following:

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii),
funds allocated to a State from amounts ap-
propriated under subparagraph (A) shall re-
main available until expended.’’; and

(C) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause
(ii); and

(3) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1)(B)(iv)”’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph
(L)(B)(ii)”.

SA 4624. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . BUREAU OF ENERGY RESOURCES
STAFFING.

The Secretary of State, acting through the
Assistant Secretary of the Bureau of Energy
Resources, shall reinstate personnel that
were terminated or subject to a reduction in
force, or otherwise hire personnel, to posi-
tions within the Bureau of Energy Resources
that have responsibilities relating to the en-
ergy challenges associated with the conflict
in the Islamic Republic of Iran that began on
February 28, 2026, and the resulting blockage
of the Strait of Hormuz.

SA 4625. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON LIFTING SANCTIONS
WITH RESPECT TO RUSSIAN OIL.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary of the Treasury may not
take any action to waive, suspend, or termi-
nate any sanctions with respect to crude oil
or petroleum products of Russian Federation
origin in effect on the day before the date of
the enactment of this Act.
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SA 4626. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE.

Effective beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Energy
shall not terminate any grant, loan, or any
other financial assistance provided by the
Secretary as of the date of enactment of this
Act unless the Secretary of Energy dem-
onstrates with evidence that a particular act
by the grantee of such assistance associated
with the project for which the assistance is
provided constitutes waste, fraud, or abuse.

SA 4627. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

STAFF AND CLOSURES.

The Director of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service shall—

(1) for purposes of bringing the staffing
level of the National Wildlife Refuge System
(referred to in this section as the ‘“System’)
to the staffing level of the System on Janu-
ary 20, 2025, reinstate personnel terminated
after that date, or hire personnel;

(2) reopen and restaff any unit of the Sys-
tem that was closed on or after January 20,
2025; and

(3) submit to Congress a plan on addressing
staffing capacity in the System.

SA 4628. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHING RATIFICATION
THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT.

Notwithstanding any time limit contained
in House Joint Resolution 208, 92nd Congress,
as agreed to in the Senate on March 22, 1972,
the article of amendment proposed to the
States in that joint resolution is valid to all
intents and purposes as part of the Constitu-
tion, having been ratified by the legislatures
of three-fourths of the several States.

OF

SA 4629. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Time Off to

Vote Act”.

SEC. 2. REQUIREMENT FOR 2 HOURS PAID LEAVE
TO VOTE IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS.

(a) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE LEAVE.—
Upon the request of an employee, an em-
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ployer shall provide to the employee a min-
imum of 2 consecutive hours of paid leave on
a day of any Federal election, while polls or
sites that facilitate voting-related activity
are open, in order to vote, return in person a
ballot that was received in the mail, or per-
form other voting-related activity.

(b) EMPLOYER RIGHT TO DETERMINE TWO-
HoOURrR PERIOD.—For each employee taking
leave under subsection (a), the employer of
such employee may specify the hours during
which the employee may take such leave, in-
cluding by requiring that the employee take
the leave during a period designated for
early voting instead of on the day of the
election, as applicable under State law. Any
lunch break or other break period may not
be included in the 2-hour period designated
for leave, but may be taken consecutively
with the 2-hour period described in sub-
section (a).

(¢) No Loss oF BENEFITS.—The taking of
leave under this section shall not result in
the loss of any employment benefit accrued
prior to the date on which the leave was
taken.

(d) PROHIBITED ACTS.—

(1) INTERFERENCE WITH RIGHTS UNDER THIS
ACT.—It shall be unlawful for any employer
to interfere with, restrain, or deny the exer-
cise of or the attempt to exercise, the right
to take leave under this Act, or to discrimi-
nate against an employee in any manner for
taking leave under this Act.

(2) RETALIATION.—It shall be unlawful for
any employer to discharge or in any other
manner discriminate against any individual
for—

(A) opposing any practice made unlawful
by this section;

(B) filing any charge, or instituting or
causing to be instituted any proceeding,
under or related to this section;

(C) giving or preparing to give any infor-
mation in connection with any inquiry or
proceeding relating to any leave provided
under this section; or

(D) testifying or preparing to testify in any
inquiry or proceeding relating to any leave
provided under this section.

(e) INVESTIGATIVE AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary of Labor shall have investigative au-
thority with respect to the provisions of this
section in the same manner and under the
same terms and conditions as the investiga-
tive authority provided under section 106 of
the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (29
U.S.C. 2616), and the requirements of section
106 of such Act shall apply to employers
under this section in the same manner as
such requirements apply to employers under
section 106 of such Act.

(f) ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any employer that vio-
lates this Act may be subject to a civil pen-
alty not to exceed $10,000 per violation. Civil
penalties shall be assessed by and paid to the
Secretary of Labor for deposit into the
Treasury of the United States and shall ac-
crue to the United States and may be recov-
ered in a civil action in the name of the
United States brought in the United States
district court for the district where the vio-
lation is alleged to have occurred or where
the employer has its principal office.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In assessing a civil
penalty under this Act, the Secretary shall
give due consideration to the appropriate-
ness of the penalty with respect to the size of
the business of the employer being charged,
the gravity of the violation, the good faith of
the employer, and the history of previous
violations.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this Act:

(1) The term ‘‘employee’ has the meaning
given such term in section 3 of the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203).

(2) The term ‘‘employer’ means any person
engaged in commerce or in any industry or
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activity affecting commerce who employs 25
or more employees during a calendar year,
and includes any person who acts, directly or
indirectly, in the interest of an employer to
any of the employees of such employer and
any successor in interest of an employer. In
the previous sentence, the terms ‘‘com-
merce” and ‘‘industry or activity affecting
commerce’” have the meaning given such
terms in section 101(1) of the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993 (29 U.S.C. 2611(1)).

(h) STATE AND LOCAL LAWS.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to supersede any
provision of any State or local law that re-
quires an employer to provide leave to an
employee, for the purpose of voting in any
Federal, State, or municipal election, in an
amount greater than that required under
this Act, or under terms more beneficial to
an employee than those provided under this
Act.

(i) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect beginning with the first Federal
election held after the date of enactment of
this Act.

SA 4630. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Right to
Contraception Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CONTRACEPTION.—The term ‘‘contracep-
tion” means an action taken to prevent
pregnancy, including the use of contracep-
tives or fertility-awareness-based methods
and sterilization procedures.

(2) CONTRACEPTIVE.—The term ‘‘contracep-
tive” means any drug, device, or biological
product intended for use in the prevention of
pregnancy, whether specifically intended to
prevent pregnancy or for other health needs,
that is approved, cleared, authorized, or li-
censed under section 505, 510(k), 513(f)(2), 515,
or 564 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 355, 360(k), 360c(f)(2),
360e, 360bbb-3) or section 351 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262).

(3) GOVERNMENT.—The term ‘‘government’’
includes each branch, department, agency,
instrumentality, and official of the United
States or a State.

(4) HEALTH CARE PROVIDER.—The term
‘“‘health care provider’” means any entity or
individual (including any physician, certified
nurse-midwife, nurse, nurse practitioner,
physician assistant, and pharmacist) that is
licensed or otherwise authorized by a State
to provide health care services.

(5) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” includes
each of the 50 States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, each
territory and possession of the United
States, and each Indian Tribe (as defined in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304)), and any political subdivision of any of
the foregoing, including any unit of local
government, such as a county, city, town,
village, or other general purpose political
subdivision of a State.

SEC. 3. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The right to contraception is a funda-
mental right, central to an individual’s pri-
vacy, health, well-being, dignity, liberty,
equality, and ability to participate in the so-
cial and economic life of the Nation.
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(2) The Supreme Court has repeatedly rec-
ognized the constitutional right to contra-
ception.

(3) In Griswold v. Connecticut (381 U.S. 479
(1965)), the Supreme Court first recognized
the constitutional right for married people
to use contraceptives.

(4) In Eisenstadt v. Baird (4056 U.S. 438
(1972)), the Supreme Court confirmed the
constitutional right of all people to legally
access contraceptives regardless of marital
status.

(5) In Carey v. Population Services Inter-
national (431 U.S. 678 (1977)), the Supreme
Court affirmed the constitutional right to
contraceptives for minors.

(6) The right to contraception has been re-
peatedly recognized internationally as a
human right. The United Nations Population
Fund has published several reports outlining
family planning as a basic human right that
advances women’s health, economic em-
powerment, and equality.

(7) Access to contraceptives is internation-
ally recognized by the World Health Organi-
zation as advancing other human rights such
as the right to life, liberty, expression,
health, work, and education.

(8) Contraception is safe, essential health
care, and access to contraceptive products
and services is central to people’s ability to
participate equally in economic and social
life in the United States and globally. Con-
traception allows people to make decisions
about their families and their lives.

(9) Contraception is key to sexual and re-
productive health. Contraception is critical
to preventing unintended pregnancy, and
many contraceptives are highly effective in
preventing and treating a wide array of med-
ical conditions and decrease the risk of cer-
tain cancers.

(10) Contraception has been associated
with improved health outcomes for women,
their families, and their communities and re-
duces rates of maternal and infant mortality
and morbidity.

(11) The United States has a long history of
reproductive coercion, including the child-
bearing forced upon enslaved women, as well
as the forced sterilization of Black women,
Puerto Rican women, indigenous women, im-
migrant women, and disabled women, and re-
productive coercion continues to occur. This
history also includes the coercive testing of
contraceptive pills on women and girls in
Puerto Rico.

(12) The right to make personal decisions
about contraceptive use is important for all
Americans, and is especially critical for his-
torically marginalized groups, including—

(A) Black, indigenous, and other people of
color;

(B) immigrants;

(C) LGBTQ+ people;

(D) people with disabilities;

(E) people paid low wages; and

(F) people living in rural and underserved
areas.

(13) Many people who are part of the
marginalized groups described in paragraph
(12) already face barriers, exacerbated by so-
cial, political, economic, and environmental
inequities, to comprehensive health care, in-
cluding reproductive health care, that reduce
their ability to make decisions about their
health, families, and lives.

(14) State and Federal policies governing
pharmaceutical and insurance policies affect
the accessibility of contraceptives and the
settings in which contraception services are
delivered.

(15) People engage in interstate commerce
to access contraception services.

(16) To provide contraception services,
health care providers employ and obtain
commercial services from doctors, nurses,
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and other personnel who engage in interstate
commerce and travel across State lines.

(17) Congress has the authority to enact
this Act to protect access to contraception
pursuant to—

(A) its powers under the Commerce Clause
of section 8 of article I of the Constitution of
the United States;

(B) its powers under section 5 of the Four-
teenth Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States to enforce the provisions
of section 1 of the Fourteenth Amendment;
and

(C) its powers under the necessary and
proper clause of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution of the United States.

(18) Congress has used its authority in the
past to protect and expand access to contra-
ception information, products, and services.

(19) In 1970, Congress established the fam-
ily planning program under title X of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300 et
seq.), the only Federal grant program dedi-
cated to family planning and related serv-
ices, providing access to information, prod-
ucts, and services for contraception.

(20) In 1972, Congress required the Medicaid
program to cover family planning services
and supplies and the Medicaid program cur-
rently accounts for 75 percent of Federal
funds spent on family planning.

(21) In 2010, Congress enacted the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public
Law 111-148) (referred to in this section as
the ““ACA”’). Among other provisions, the
ACA included provisions to expand the af-
fordability and accessibility of contraception
by requiring health insurance plans to pro-
vide coverage for preventive services with no
patient cost-sharing.

(22) States have tried to ban access to some
or all contraceptives by restricting access to
public funding for these products and serv-
ices. Furthermore, Arkansas, Mississippi,
Missouri, and Texas have infringed on peo-
ple’s ability to access their contraceptive
care by violating the free choice of provider
requirement under the Medicaid program.

(23) Providers’ refusals to offer contracep-
tives and information related to contracep-
tion based on their own personal beliefs im-
pede patients from obtaining their preferred
method of contraception, with laws in 12
States as of the date of introduction of this
Act specifically allowing health care pro-
viders to refuse to provide services related to
contraception.

(24) States have attempted to define abor-
tion expansively so as to include contracep-
tives in State bans on abortion and have also
restricted access to emergency contracep-
tion.

(25) Justice Thomas, in his concurring
opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization (142 S. Ct. 2228 (2022)), stated
that the Supreme Court ‘‘should reconsider
all of this Court’s substantive due process
precedents, including Griswold, Lawrence,
and Obergefell’” and that the Court has ‘‘a
duty to correct the error established in those
precedents’ by overruling them.

(26) In order to further public health and to
combat efforts to restrict access to reproduc-
tive health care, congressional action is nec-
essary to protect access to contraceptives,
contraception, and information related to
contraception for everyone, regardless of ac-
tual or perceived race, ethnicity, sex (includ-
ing gender identity and sexual orientation),
income, disability, national origin, immigra-
tion status, or geography.

SEC. 4. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to provide a clear and comprehensive
right to contraception;

(2) to permit individuals to seek and obtain
contraceptives and engage in contraception,
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and to permit health care providers to facili-
tate that care; and

(3) to protect an individual’s ability to
make decisions about their body, medical
care, family, and life’s course, and thereby
protect the individual’s ability to partici-
pate equally in the economic and social life
of the United States.

SEC. 5. PERMITTED SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual has a statu-
tory right under this Act to obtain contra-
ceptives and to voluntarily engage in contra-
ception, free from coercion, and a health
care provider has a corresponding right to
provide contraceptives, contraception, and
information, referrals, and services related
to contraception.

(b) LIMITATIONS OR REQUIREMENTS.—The
statutory rights specified in subsection (a)
shall not be limited or otherwise infringed
through any Ilimitation or requirement
that—

(1) expressly, effectively, implicitly, or as-
implemented singles out—

(A) the provision of contraceptives, contra-
ception, or contraception-related informa-
tion;

(B) health care providers who provide con-
traceptives, contraception, or contraception-
related information; or

(C) facilities in which contraceptives, con-
traception, or contraception-related infor-
mation is provided; and

(2) impedes access to contraceptives, con-
traception, or contraception-related infor-
madtion.

(c) EXCEPTION.—To defend against a claim
that a limitation or requirement violates a
health care provider’s or individual’s statu-
tory rights under subsection (b), a party
must establish, by clear and convincing evi-
dence, that—

(1) the limitation or requirement signifi-
cantly advances access to contraceptives,
contraception, and information related to
contraception; and

(2) access to contraceptives, contraception,
and information related to contraception or
the health of patients cannot be advanced by
a less restrictive alternative measure or ac-
tion.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit the
authority of the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, acting through the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs, to approve,
clear, authorize, or license contraceptives
under section 505, 510(k), 513(f)(2), 515, or 564
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 355, 360(k), 360c(f)(2), 360e, 360bbb-3)
or section 351 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 262), or for the Federal Govern-
ment to enforce such approval, clearance,
authorization, or licensure.

SEC. 6. APPLICABILITY AND PREEMPTION.

(a) GENERAL APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (c), this Act supersedes and applies
to the law of the Federal Government and
each State, and the implementation of such
law, whether statutory, common law, or oth-
erwise, and whether adopted before or after
the date of enactment of this Act.

(2) PROHIBITION.—Neither the Federal Gov-
ernment nor any State may administer, im-
plement, or enforce any law, rule, regula-
tion, standard, or other provision having the
force and effect of law in a manner that—

(A) prohibits or restricts the sale, provi-
sion, or use of any contraceptives;

(B) prohibits or restricts any individual
from aiding another individual in volun-
tarily obtaining or using any contraceptives
or contraceptive methods; or

(C) exempts any contraceptives or contra-
ceptive methods from any other generally
applicable law in a way that would make it

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

more difficult to sell, provide, obtain, or use
such contraceptives or contraceptive meth-
ods.

(3) RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER LAWS.—This
Act applies notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of Federal law, including the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C.
2000bb et seq.).

(b) SUBSEQUENTLY ENACTED FEDERAL LEG-
ISLATION.—Federal law enacted after the
date of enactment of this Act is subject to
this Act, unless such law explicitly excludes
such application by reference to this Act.

(c) LIMITATIONS.—The provisions of this
Act shall not supersede or otherwise affect
any provision of Federal law relating to cov-
erage under (and shall not be construed as
requiring the provision of specific benefits
under) group health plans or group or indi-
vidual health insurance coverage or coverage
under a Federal health care program (as de-
fined in section 1128B(f) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1320a-7h(f))), including
coverage provided under section 1905(a)(4)(C)
of the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1396d(a)(4)(C)) and section 2713 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg-13).

(d) DEFENSE.—In any cause of action
against an individual or entity who is sub-
ject to a limitation or requirement that vio-
lates this Act, in addition to the remedies
specified in section 8, this Act shall also
apply to, and may be raised as a defense by,
such an individual or entity.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This Act shall take
effect immediately upon the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 7. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In interpreting the provi-
sions of this Act, a court shall liberally con-
strue such provisions to effectuate the pur-
poses described in section 4.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed—

(1) to authorize any government to inter-
fere with a health care provider’s ability to
provide contraceptives or information re-
lated to contraception or a patient’s ability
to obtain contraceptives or to engage in con-
traception; or

(2) to permit or sanction the conduct of
any sterilization procedure without the pa-
tient’s voluntary and informed consent.

(c) OTHER INDIVIDUALS CONSIDERED AS GOV-
ERNMENT OFFICIALS.—Any individual who, by
operation of a provision of Federal or State
law, is permitted to implement or enforce a
limitation or requirement that violates sec-
tion 5 shall be considered a government offi-
cial for purposes of this Act.

SEC. 8. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The Attorney
General may commence a civil action on be-
half of the United States against any State
that violates, or against any government of-
ficial (including an individual described in
section 7(c)) that implements or enforces a
limitation or requirement that violates, sec-
tion 5. The court shall hold unlawful and set
aside the limitation or requirement if it is in
violation of this Act.

(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any individual or entity,
including any health care provider or pa-
tient, adversely affected by an alleged viola-
tion of this Act, may commence a civil ac-
tion against any State that violates, or
against any government official (including
an individual described in section 7(c)) that
implements or enforces a limitation or re-
quirement that violates, section 5. The court
shall hold unlawful and set aside the limita-
tion or requirement if it is in violation of
this Act.

(2) HEALTH CARE PROVIDER.—A health care
provider may commence an action for relief
on its own behalf, on behalf of the provider’s
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staff, and on behalf of the provider’s patients
who are or may be adversely affected by an
alleged violation of this Act.

(c) EQUITABLE RELIEF.—In any action
under this section, the court may award ap-
propriate equitable relief, including tem-
porary, preliminary, and permanent injunc-
tive relief.

(d) CosTs.—In any action under this sec-
tion, the court shall award costs of litiga-
tion, as well as reasonable attorney’s fees, to
any prevailing plaintiff. A plaintiff shall not
be liable to a defendant for costs or attor-
ney’s fees in any nonfrivolous action under
this section.

(e) JURISDICTION.—The district courts of
the United States shall have jurisdiction
over proceedings under this Act and shall ex-
ercise the same without regard to whether
the party aggrieved shall have exhausted any
administrative or other remedies that may
be provided for by law.

(f) ABROGATION OF STATE IMMUNITY.—Nei-
ther a State that enforces or maintains, nor
a government official (including an indi-
vidual described in section 7(c)) who is per-
mitted to implement or enforce any limita-
tion or requirement that violates section 5
shall be immune under the Tenth Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States, the Eleventh Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, or any other
source of law, from an action in a Federal or
State court of competent jurisdiction chal-
lenging that limitation or requirement.

SEC. 9. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Act, or the applica-
tion of such provision to any individual, en-
tity, government, or circumstance, is held to
be unconstitutional, the remainder of this
Act, or the application of such provision to
all other individuals, entities, governments,
or circumstances, shall not be affected there-
by.

SA 4631. Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. COONS, Mr. WELCH, Ms.
ROSEN, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. SCHIFF, and Mr. HEINRICH) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPEAL OF BALANCE-OF-PAYMENTS
AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 122 of the Trade
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2132) is repealed.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Trade Act of 1974 is amended
by striking the item relating to section 122.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
127(b) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2137(b)) is amended, in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘(and from
any action under section 122(c))”’.

SA 4632. Mr. MERKLEY (for himself,
Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. BOOKER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Equality
Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

the fol-
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(1) Discrimination can occur on the basis
of the sex, sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity, pregnancy, childbirth, or a related med-
ical condition of an individual, as well as be-
cause of sex-based stereotypes. Each of these
factors alone can serve as the basis for dis-
crimination, and each is a form of sex dis-
crimination.

(2) A single instance of discrimination may
have more than one basis. For example, dis-
crimination against a married same-sex cou-
ple could be based on the sex stereotype that
marriage should only be between hetero-
sexual couples, the sexual orientation of the
two individuals in the couple, or both. In ad-
dition, some persons are subjected to dis-
crimination based on a combination or the
intersection of multiple protected character-
istics. Discrimination against a pregnant les-
bian could be based on her sex, her sexual
orientation, her pregnancy, or on the basis of
multiple factors.

(3) Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
queer (referred to as ‘“‘LGBTQ’’) people com-
monly experience discrimination in securing
access to public accommodations—including
restaurants, senior centers, stores, places of
or establishments that provide entertain-
ment, health care facilities, shelters, govern-
ment offices, youth service providers includ-
ing adoption and foster care providers, and
transportation. Forms of discrimination in-
clude the exclusion and denial of entry, un-
equal or unfair treatment, harassment, and
violence. This discrimination prevents the
full participation of LGBTQ people in soci-
ety and disrupts the free flow of commerce.

(4) Women also have faced discrimination
in many establishments such as stores and
restaurants, and places or establishments
that provide other goods or services, such as
entertainment or transportation, including
sexual harassment, differential pricing for
substantially similar products and services,
and denial of services because they are preg-
nant or breastfeeding.

(56) Many employers already and continue
to take proactive steps, beyond those re-
quired by some States and localities, to en-
sure they are fostering positive and respect-
ful cultures for all employees. Many places
of public accommodation also recognize the
economic imperative to offer goods and serv-
ices to as many consumers as possible.

(6) Regular and ongoing discrimination
against LGBTQ people, as well as women, in
accessing public accommodations contrib-
utes to negative social and economic out-
comes, and in the case of public accommoda-
tions operated by State and local govern-
ments, abridges individuals’ constitutional
rights.

(7) The discredited practice known as ‘‘con-
version therapy” is a form of discrimination
that harms LGBTQ people by undermining
individuals’ sense of self worth, increasing
suicide ideation and substance abuse, exacer-
bating family conflict, and contributing to
second-class status.

(8) Both LGBTQ people and women face
widespread discrimination in employment
and various services, including by entities
that receive Federal financial assistance.
Such discrimination—

(A) is particularly troubling and inappro-
priate for programs and services funded
wholly or in part by the Federal Govern-
ment;

(B) undermines national progress toward
equal treatment regardless of sex, sexual ori-
entation, or gender identity; and

(C) is inconsistent with the constitutional
principle of equal protection under the Four-
teenth Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States.

(9) Federal courts have widely recognized
that, in enacting the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Congress validly invoked its powers under
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the Fourteenth Amendment to provide a full
range of remedies in response to persistent,
widespread, and pervasive discrimination by
both private and government actors.

(10) Discrimination by State and local gov-
ernments on the basis of sexual orientation
or gender identity in employment, housing,
and public accommodations, and in programs
and activities receiving Federal financial as-
sistance, violates the Equal Protection
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States. In many
circumstances, such discrimination also vio-
lates other constitutional rights such as
those of liberty and privacy under the due
process clause of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment.

(11) Individuals who are LGBTQ, or are per-
ceived to be LGBTQ, have been subjected to
a history and pattern of persistent, wide-
spread, and pervasive discrimination on the
bases of sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity by both private sector and Federal,
State, and local government actors, includ-
ing in employment, housing, and public ac-
commodations, and in programs and activi-
ties receiving Federal financial assistance.
This discrimination inflicts a range of tan-
gible and intangible harms, sometimes even
including serious physical injury or death.
An explicit and comprehensive national solu-
tion is needed to address this discrimination,
including the full range of remedies avail-
able under the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

(12) Discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation includes discrimination based on an
individual’s actual or perceived romantic,
emotional, physical, or sexual attraction to
other persons, or lack thereof, on the basis of
gender. LGBTQ people, including gender non-
binary people, also commonly experience dis-
crimination because of sex-based stereo-
types. Many people are subjected to dis-
crimination because of others’ perceptions or
beliefs regarding their sexual orientation.
Even if these perceptions are incorrect, the
identity imputed by others forms the basis of
discrimination.

(13) Numerous provisions of Federal law ex-
pressly prohibit discrimination on the basis
of sex, and Federal courts and agencies have
correctly interpreted these prohibitions on
sex discrimination to include discrimination
based on sexual orientation, gender identity,
and sex stereotypes. In particular, the Su-
preme Court of the United States correctly
held in Bostock v. Clayton County, 140 S. Ct.
1731 (2020) that the prohibition on employ-
ment discrimination because of sex under
title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 inher-
ently includes discrimination because of sex-
ual orientation or transgender status.

(14) This Act makes explicit that existing
Federal statutes prohibiting sex discrimina-
tion in employment (including in access to
benefits), healthcare, housing, education,
credit, and jury service also prohibit sexual
orientation and gender identity discrimina-
tion.

(156) LGBTQ people often face discrimina-
tion when seeking to rent or purchase hous-
ing, as well as in every other aspect of ob-
taining and maintaining housing. LGBTQ
people in same-sex relationships are often
discriminated against when two names asso-
ciated with one gender appear on a housing
application, and transgender people often en-
counter discrimination when credit checks
or inquiries reveal a former name.

(16) National surveys, including a study
commissioned by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development, show that housing
discrimination against LGBTQ people is very
prevalent. For instance, when same-sex cou-
ples inquire about housing that is available
for rent, they are less likely to receive posi-
tive responses from landlords. A national
matched-pair testing investigation found
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that nearly one-half of same-sex couples had
encountered adverse, differential treatment
when seeking elder housing. According to
other studies, transgender people have half
the homeownership rate of non-transgender
people and about 1 in 5 transgender people
experience homelessness. Another survey
found that 82 percent of gender nonbinary
people experiencing homelessness lacked ac-
cess to shelter.

(17) As a result of the absence of explicit
prohibitions against discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity, credit applicants who are LGBTQ, or
are perceived to be LGBTQ, have unequal op-
portunities to establish credit. LGBTQ peo-
ple can experience being denied a mortgage,
credit card, student loan, or many other
types of credit simply because of their sexual
orientation or gender identity.

(18) Numerous studies demonstrate that
LGBTQ people, especially transgender people
and women, are economically disadvantaged
and at a higher risk for poverty compared
with other groups of people. For example,
the poverty rate for older women in same-sex
couples is twice that of older different-sex
couples.

(19) The right to an impartial jury of one’s
peers and the reciprocal right to jury service
are fundamental to the free and democratic
system of justice in the United States and
are based in the Bill of Rights. There is, how-
ever, an unfortunate and long-documented
history in the United States of attorneys dis-
criminating against LGBTQ individuals, or
those perceived to be LGBTQ, in jury selec-
tion. Failure to bar peremptory challenges
based on the actual or perceived sexual ori-
entation or gender identity of an individual
not only erodes a fundamental right, duty,
and obligation of being a citizen of the
United States, but also unfairly creates a
second class of citizenship for LGBTQ vic-
tims, witnesses, plaintiffs, and defendants.

(20) Numerous studies document the short-
age of qualified and available homes for the
approximately 424,000 youth in the child wel-
fare system and the negative outcomes for
the many youth who live in group care as op-
posed to a loving home or who age out of
care without a permanent family placement.
Although same-sex couples are 7 times more
likely to foster or adopt than their different-
sex counterparts, many child-placing agen-
cies refuse to serve same-sex couples and
LGBTQ individuals. This has resulted in a
reduction of the pool of qualified and avail-
able homes for youth in the child welfare
system who need placement on a temporary
or permanent basis. It also sends a negative
message about LGBTQ people to children
and youth in the child welfare system about
who is, and who is not, considered fit to be a
parent. While the priority should be on pro-
viding the supports necessary to keep chil-
dren with their families, when removal is re-
quired, barring discrimination in foster care
and adoption will increase the number of
homes available to foster children waiting
for foster and adoptive families.

(21) LGBTQ youth are overrepresented in
the foster care system by at least a factor of
two and report twice the rate of poor treat-
ment while in care compared to their non-
LGBTQ counterparts. LGBTQ youth in foster
care have a higher average number of place-
ments, higher likelihood of living in a group
home, and higher rates of hospitalization for
emotional reasons and of juvenile justice in-
volvement than their non-LGBTQ peers be-
cause of the high level of bias and discrimi-
nation that they face and the difficulty of
finding affirming foster placements. Further,
due to their physical distance from friends
and family, traumatic experiences, and po-
tentially unstable living situations, all
youth involved with child welfare services



March 18, 2026

are at risk for being targeted by traffickers
seeking to exploit children. Barring dis-
crimination in child welfare services will en-
sure improved treatment and outcomes for
LGBTQ foster children.

(22) Courts consistently have found that
the government has a compelling interest in
preventing and remedying discrimination.
For example, the Supreme Court of the
United States found there to be a compelling
government interest in eliminating sex dis-
crimination in Board of Directors of Rotary
International v. Rotary Club of Duarte, 481
U.S. 537, 549 (1987). Because discrimination
based on sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity inherently is a form of sex discrimina-
tion, as held in Bostock v. Clayton County,
140 S. Ct. 1731 (2020), this Act furthers the
compelling government interest in providing
redress for the serious harms to mental and
physical health, financial security and well-
being, civic participation, freedom of move-
ment and opportunity, personal dignity, and
physical safety that result from discrimina-
tion. Consistent with the role nondiscrimina-
tion laws play in protecting lives and liveli-
hoods, alleviating suffering, and improving
individual and public health, the Supreme
Court of the United States has long recog-
nized, under the decision in Heart of Atlanta
Motel, Inc. v. United States, 379 U.S. 241
(1964), that these laws also benefit society as
a whole by ending the ‘‘disruptive effect”
discrimination has on travel and commerce,
and by creating a level field for all partici-
pants in a given sector.

(23) As with all prohibitions on invidious
discrimination, this Act furthers the govern-
ment’s compelling interest in the least re-
strictive way because only by forbidding dis-
crimination is it possible to avert or redress
the harms described in this subsection.

(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this Act
to expand as well as clarify, confirm and cre-
ate greater consistency in the protections
and remedies against discrimination on the
basis of all covered characteristics and to
provide guidance and notice to individuals,
organizations, corporations, and agencies re-
garding their obligations under the law.

SEC. 3. PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS.

(a) PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION OR SEG-
REGATION IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS.—Sec-
tion 201 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42
U.S.C. 2000a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘sex (in-
cluding sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity),” before ‘‘or national origin’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘stadium”
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘stadium
or other place of or establishment that pro-
vides exhibition, entertainment, recreation,
exercise, amusement, public gathering, or
public display;’’;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (6); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) any establishment that provides a
good, service, or program, including a store,
shopping center, online retailer or service
provider, salon, bank, gas station, food bank,
service or care center, shelter, travel agency,
or funeral parlor, or establishment that pro-
vides health care, accounting, or legal serv-
ices;

‘() any train service, bus service, car serv-
ice, taxi service, airline service, station,
depot, or other place of or establishment
that provides transportation service; and”’.

(b) PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION OR SEG-
REGATION UNDER LAW.—Section 202 of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 2000a-1) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘sex (including sexual orientation and
gender identity),” before ‘‘or national ori-
gin”.
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(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Title II of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 2000a et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 208. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

““A reference in this title to an establish-
ment—

‘(1) shall be construed to include an indi-
vidual whose operations affect commerce
and who is a provider of a good, service, or
program; and

‘“(2) shall not be construed to be limited to
a physical facility or place.”.

SEC. 4. DESEGREGATION OF PUBLIC FACILITIES.

Section 301(a) of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000b(a)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘“‘sex (including sexual orientation and
gender identity),” before ‘‘or national ori-
gin”.

SEC. 5. DESEGREGATION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 401(b) of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000c(b)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘(including sexual ori-
entation and gender identity),”” before ‘‘or
national origin”’.

(b) CIVIL ACTIONS BY THE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL.—Section 407 of such Act (42 U.S.C.
2000c-6) is amended, in subsection (a)(2), by
inserting ‘‘(including sexual orientation and
gender identity),” before ‘‘or national ori-
gin”’.

(c) CLASSIFICATION AND ASSIGNMENT.—Sec-
tion 410 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 2000c-9) is
amended by inserting ‘‘(including sexual ori-
entation and gender identity),”” before ‘‘or
national origin”’.

SEC. 6. FEDERAL FUNDING.

Section 601 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(42 U.S.C. 2000d) is amended by inserting ‘‘sex
(including sexual orientation and gender
identity),”” before ‘‘or national origin,”.

SEC. 7. EMPLOYMENT.

(a) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is amended by in-
serting after section 701 (42 U.S.C. 2000e) the
following:

“SEC. 701A. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

‘‘Section 1106 shall apply to this title ex-
cept that for purposes of that application, a
reference in that section to an ‘unlawful
practice’ shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to an ‘unlawful employment prac-
tice’.”.

(b) UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES.—
Section 703 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42
U.S.C. 2000e-2) is amended—

(1) in the section header, by striking
‘‘SEX,”” and inserting ‘‘SEX (INCLUDING SEXUAL
ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY),’;

(2) except in subsection (e), by striking
‘‘sex,” each place it appears and inserting
‘‘sex (including sexual orientation and gen-
der identity),”;

(3) in subsection (e)(1), by striking ‘‘enter-
prise,” and inserting ‘‘enterprise, if, in a sit-
uation in which sex is a bona fide occupa-
tional qualification, individuals are recog-
nized as qualified in accordance with their
gender identity,”’; and

(4) in subsection (h), by striking ‘‘sex’’ the
second place it appears and inserting ‘‘sex
(including sexual orientation and gender
identity),”.

(¢c) OTHER UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT PRAC-
TICES.—Section 704(b) of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e-3(b)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘sex,”” the first place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘sex (including sexual
orientation and gender identity),”’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘employment.” and insert-
ing ‘“‘employment, if, in a situation in which
sex is a bona fide occupational qualification,
individuals are recognized as qualified in ac-
cordance with their gender identity.”.

(d) CLAIMS.—Section 706(g)(2)(A) of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (2000e-5(g)(2)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘‘sex,” and inserting
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‘“‘sex (including sexual orientation and gen-
der identity),”.

(¢) EMPLOYMENT BY FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT.—Section 717 of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e-16) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sex,”” and
inserting ‘‘sex (including sexual orientation
and gender identity),”; and

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘sex’ and
inserting ‘‘sex (including sexual orientation
and gender identity),”.

(f) GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE RIGHTS ACT OF
1991.—The Government Employee Rights Act
of 1991 (42 U.S.C. 2000e-16a et seq.) is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 301(b), by striking ‘‘sex,”” and
inserting ‘‘sex (including sexual orientation
and gender identity),”’;

(2) in section 302(a)(1), by striking ‘‘sex,”
and inserting ‘‘sex (including sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity),”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 305. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION AND
CLAIMS.

“Sections 1101(b), 1106, and 1107 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 shall apply to this title ex-
cept that for purposes of that application, a
reference in that section 1106 to ‘race, color,
religion, sex (including sexual orientation
and gender identity), or national origin’
shall be considered to be a reference to ‘race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, national origin, age, or dis-
ability’.”.

(g) CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF
1995.—The Congressional Accountability Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 201(a)(1) (2 U.S.C. 1311(a)(1))
by inserting ‘‘(including sexual orientation
and gender identity),” before ‘‘or national
origin,”’; and

(2) by adding at the end of title II (42
U.S.C. 1311 et seq.) the following:

“SEC. 209. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION AND
CLAIMS.

‘“‘Sections 1101(b), 1106, and 1107 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 shall apply to section 201
(and remedial provisions of this Act related
to section 201) except that for purposes of
that application, a reference in that section
1106 to ‘race, color, religion, sex (including
sexual orientation and gender identity), or
national origin’ shall be considered to be a
reference to ‘race, color, religion, sex (in-
cluding sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity), national origin, age, or disability’.”.

(h) CIvIL SERVICE REFORM ACT OF 1978.—
Chapter 23 of title 5, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in section 2301(b)(2), by striking ‘‘sex,”’
and inserting ‘‘sex (including sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity),”’;

(2) in section 2302—

(A) in subsection (b)(1)(A), by inserting
‘“‘(including sexual orientation and gender
identity),” before ‘‘or national origin,”’; and

(B) in subsection (d)(1), by inserting ‘‘(in-
cluding sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity),” before ‘‘or national origin;’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 2307. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION AND
CLAIMS.

“Sections 1101(b), 1106, and 1107 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 shall apply to this chapter
(and remedial provisions of this title related
to this chapter) except that for purposes of
that application, a reference in that section
1106 to ‘race, color, religion, sex (including
sexual orientation and gender identity), or
national origin’ shall be considered to be a
reference to ‘race, color, religion, sex (in-
cluding sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity), national origin, age, a handicapping
condition, marital status, or political affili-
ation’.”.

SEC. 8. INTERVENTION.

Section 902 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

(42 U.S.C. 2000h-2) is amended by inserting
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“(including sexual orientation and gender
identity),” before ‘‘or national origin,”’.
SEC. 9. MISCELLANEOUS.

Title XI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is
amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 1101 through
1104 (42 U.S.C. 2000h et seq.) and sections 1105
and 1106 (42 U.S.C. 2000h-5, 2000h-6) as sec-
tions 1102 through 1105 and sections 1108 and
1109, respectively;

(2) by inserting after the title heading the
following:

“SEC. 1101. DEFINITIONS AND RULES.

‘“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In titles II, III, IV, VI,
VII, and IX (referred to individually in sec-
tions 1106 and 1107 as a ‘covered title’):

‘(1) RACE; COLOR; RELIGION; SEX; SEXUAL
ORIENTATION; GENDER IDENTITY; NATIONAL ORI-
GIN.—The term ‘race’, ‘color’, ‘religion’, ‘sex’
(including ‘sexual orientation’ and ‘gender
identity’), or ‘national origin’, used with re-
spect to an individual, includes—

‘“(A) the race, color, religion, sex (includ-
ing sexual orientation and gender identity),
or national origin, respectively, of another
person with whom the individual is associ-
ated or has been associated; and

‘“(B) a perception or belief, even if inac-
curate, concerning the race, color, religion,
sex (including sexual orientation and gender
identity), or national origin, respectively, of
the individual.

‘(2) GENDER IDENTITY.—The term ‘gender
identity’ means the gender-related identity,
appearance, mannerisms, or other gender-re-
lated characteristics of an individual, re-
gardless of the individual’s designated sex at
birth.

“(3) INCLUDING.—The term ‘including’
means including, but not limited to, con-
sistent with the term’s standard meaning in
Federal law.

‘(4) SEX.—The term ‘sex’ includes—

“‘(A) a sex stereotype;

‘“(B) pregnancy, childbirth, or a related
medical condition;

‘(C) sexual orientation or gender identity;
and

‘(D) sex characteristics, including intersex
traits.

‘“(b) SEXUAL ORIENTATION.—The term ‘sex-
ual orientation’ means homosexuality, het-
erosexuality, or bisexuality.

“(b) RULES.—In a covered title referred to
in subsection (a)—

‘(1) (with respect to sex) pregnancy, child-
birth, or a related medical condition shall
not receive less favorable treatment than
other physical conditions; and

“(2) (with respect to gender identity) an in-
dividual shall not be denied access to a
shared facility, including a restroom, a lock-
er room, and a dressing room, that is in ac-
cordance with the individual’s gender iden-
tity.”; and

(3) by inserting after section 1105 the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 1106. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

‘‘(a) SEX.—Nothing in section 1101 or the
provisions of a covered title incorporating a
term defined or a rule specified in that sec-
tion shall be construed—

‘(1) to limit the protection against an un-
lawful practice on the basis of pregnancy,
childbirth, or a related medical condition
provided by section 701(k); or

‘“(2) to limit the protection against an un-
lawful practice on the basis of sex available
under any provision of Federal law other
than that covered title, prohibiting a prac-
tice on the basis of sex.

“(b) CLAIMS AND REMEDIES NOT PRE-
CLUDED.—Nothing in section 1101 or a cov-
ered title shall be construed to limit the
claims or remedies available to any indi-
vidual for an unlawful practice on the basis
of race, color, religion, sex (including sexual
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orientation and gender identity), or national
origin including claims brought pursuant to
section 1979 or 1980 of the Revised Statutes
(42 U.S.C. 1983, 1985) or any other law, includ-
ing a Federal law amended by the Equality
Act, regulation, or policy.

‘“(c) NO NEGATIVE INFERENCE.—Nothing in
section 1101 or a covered title shall be con-
strued to support any inference that any
Federal law prohibiting a practice on the
basis of sex does not prohibit discrimination
on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or a re-
lated medical condition, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or a sex stereotype.

“SEC. 1107. CLAIMS.

“The Religious Freedom Restoration Act
of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb et seq.) shall not pro-
vide a claim concerning, or a defense to a
claim under, a covered title, or provide a
basis for challenging the application or en-
forcement of a covered title.”.

SEC. 10. HOUSING.

(a) FAIR HOUSING AcCT.—The Fair Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 802 (42 U.S.C. 3602), by adding
at the end the following:

‘“‘(p) ‘Gender identity’, ‘sex’, and ‘sexual
orientation’ have the meanings given those
terms in section 1101(a) of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964.

‘“(q) ‘Race’, ‘color’, ‘religion’, ‘sex’ (includ-
ing ‘sexual orientation’ and ‘gender iden-
tity’), ‘handicap’, ‘familial status’, or ‘na-
tional origin’, used with respect to an indi-
vidual, includes—

‘(1) the race, color, religion, sex (including
sexual orientation and gender identity),
handicap, familial status, or national origin,
respectively, of another person with whom
the individual is associated or has been asso-
ciated; and

‘“(2) a perception or belief, even if inac-
curate, concerning the race, color, religion,
sex (including sexual orientation and gender
identity), handicap, familial status, or na-
tional origin, respectively, of the indi-
vidual.”’;

(2) in section 804 (42 U.S.C. 3604), by insert-
ing ‘‘(including sexual orientation and gen-
der identity),” after ‘‘sex,” each place that
term appears;

(3) in section 805 (42 U.S.C. 3605), by insert-
ing ‘‘(including sexual orientation and gen-
der identity),” after ‘‘sex,” each place that
term appears;

(4) in section 806 (42 U.S.C. 3606), by insert-
ing ‘“‘(including sexual orientation and gen-
der identity),” after ‘‘sex,’’;

(5) in section 808(e)(6) (42 U.S.C. 3608(e)(6)),
by inserting ‘‘(including sexual orientation
and gender identity),”” after ‘‘sex,”’; and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 821. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

“Sections 1101(b) and 1106 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 shall apply to this title
and section 901, except that for purposes of
that application, a reference in that section
1101(b) or 1106 to a ‘covered title’ shall be
considered a reference to ‘this title and sec-
tion 901°.

“SEC. 822. CLAIMS.

“Section 1107 of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 shall apply to this title and section 901,
except that for purposes of that application,
a reference in that section 1107 to a ‘covered
title’ shall be considered a reference to ‘this
title and section 901°.”".

(b) PREVENTION OF INTIMIDATION IN FAIR
HOUSING CASES.—Section 901 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3631) is amended
by inserting ‘‘(including sexual orientation
(as such term is defined in section 802 of this
Act) and gender identity (as such term is de-
fined in section 802 of this Act)),” after
‘“‘sex,” each place that term appears.

SEC. 11. EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY.

(a) PROHIBITED DISCRIMINATION.—Section

701(a)(1) of the Equal Credit Opportunity Act
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(15 U.S.C. 1691(a)(1)) is amended by inserting
‘“‘(including sexual orientation and gender
identity),” after ‘‘sex’’.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 702 of the Equal
Credit Opportunity Act (156 U.S.C. 1691a) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsections (h) and (i), respectively;

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(f) The terms ‘gender identity’, ‘sex’, and
‘sexual orientation’ have the meanings given
those terms in section 1101(a) of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.

‘(g) The term ‘race’, ‘color’, ‘religion’, ‘na-
tional origin’, ‘sex’ (including ‘sexual ori-
entation’ and ‘gender identity’), ‘marital sta-
tus’, or ‘age’, used with respect to an indi-
vidual, includes—

‘(1) the race, color, religion, national ori-
gin, sex (including sexual orientation and
gender identity), marital status, or age, re-
spectively, of another person with whom the
individual is associated or has been associ-
ated; and

‘(2) a perception or belief, even if inac-
curate, concerning the race, color, religion,
national origin, sex (including sexual ori-
entation and gender identity), marital sta-
tus, or age, respectively, of the individual.”’;
and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(j) Sections 1101(b) and 1106 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 shall apply to this title,
except that for purposes of that applica-
tion—

‘(1) a reference in those sections to a ‘cov-
ered title’ shall be considered a reference to
‘this title’; and

‘(2) paragraph (1) of such section 1101(b)
shall apply with respect to all aspects of a
credit transaction.”.

(c) RELATION TO STATE LAwS.—Section
705(a) of the Equal Credit Opportunity Act
(15 U.S.C. 1691d(a)) is amended by inserting
“(including sexual orientation and gender
identity),” after ‘‘sex’’.

(d) CIviL. LIABILITY.—Section 706 of the
Equal Credit Opportunity Act (156 U.S.C.
1691e) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘(1) Section 1107 of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 shall apply to this title, except that for
purposes of that application, a reference in
that section to a ‘covered title’ shall be con-
sidered a reference to ‘this title’.”.

SEC. 12. JURIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 121 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 1862, by inserting ‘‘(including
sexual orientation and gender identity),”
after ‘‘sex,”’;

(2) in section 1867(e), in the second sen-
tence, by inserting ‘‘(including sexual ori-
entation and gender identity),” after ‘‘sex,’’;

(3) in section 1869—

(A) in subsection (j), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(B) in subsection (k), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(1) ‘gender identity’, ‘sex’, and ‘sexual ori-
entation’ have the meanings given such
terms under section 1101(a) of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964; and

‘““(m) ‘race’, ‘color’, ‘religion’, ‘sex’ (includ-
ing ‘sexual orientation’ and ‘gender iden-
tity’), ‘economic status’, or ‘national origin’,
used with respect to an individual, includes—

‘(1) the race, color, religion, sex (including
sexual orientation and gender identity), eco-
nomic status, or national origin, respec-
tively, of another person with whom the in-
dividual is associated or has been associated;
and

‘“(2) a perception or belief, even if inac-
curate, concerning the race, color, religion,
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sex (including sexual orientation and gender
identity), economic status, or national ori-
gin, respectively, of the individual.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:
“§1879. Rules of construction and claims

‘“‘Sections 1101(b), 1106, and 1107 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 shall apply to this chap-
ter, except that for purposes of that applica-
tion, a reference in those sections to a ‘cov-
ered title’ shall be considered a reference to
‘this chapter’.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 121
of title 28, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘1879. Rules of construction and claims.”.

SA 4633. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Patients
Over Profit Act” or the “POP Act”.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON COMMON OWNERSHIP
OF HEALTH INSURANCE ISSUERS
AND CERTAIN HEALTH CARE PRO-
VIDERS UNDER MEDICARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for
any person to both—

(1) directly or indirectly own, operate, or
control the whole or any part of an applica-
ble provider or a management services orga-
nization that has a management services
agreement with an applicable provider; and

(2) directly or indirectly own, operate, or
control the whole or any part of a health in-
surance issuer.

(b) DIVESTMENT.—Any person in violation
of subsection (a) shall divest either the ap-
plicable provider (or, if applicable, the man-
agement services organization) or the health
insurance issuer of such person—

(1) in the case of an applicable provider,
management services organization, or health
insurance issuer acquired on or before the
date of enactment of this Act, not later than
2 years after such date of enactment; or

(2) in the case of an applicable provider,
management services organization, or health
insurance issuer acquired after the date of
enactment of this Act, not later than 1 year
after the date of acquisition.

(¢) CIVIL ACTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—When the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Assistant Attorney General in
charge of the Antitrust Division of the De-
partment of Justice, the Federal Trade Com-
mission, or an Attorney General of a State
has reason to believe that a person is in vio-
lation of subsection (a) or (b), such Inspector
General, Assistant Attorney General, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, or Attorney General
of a State may bring a civil action in an ap-
plicable district court of the United States
for the relief described in paragraph (2).

(2) INJUNCTIVE AND EQUITABLE RELIEF.—In
any action described in paragraph (1), the ap-
plicable court, on a finding that a person is
in violation of subsection (a) or (b), shall
issue an order requiring such person—

(A) to cease and desist from such violation,
and divest either the applicable provider (or,
if applicable, the management services orga-
nization) or the health insurance issuer of
such person; and

(B) to disgorge any revenue received from
the provision of health care services during
the period of such violation.

(3) DEPOSIT AND DISTRIBUTION.—ANy rev-
enue disgorged pursuant to an action under
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this subsection for a violation of subsection
(a) or (b) shall be deposited into a fund cre-
ated by the Federal Trade Commission and
distributed by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to be put to use in the interest of serv-
ing the health care needs of the harmed com-
munity. Receipt of any funds under this
paragraph shall not alter or diminish the
rights of an individual to bring an action or
recover any amount as otherwise authorized
by law.

(d) FTC REVIEW.—

(1) REPORTING REQUIRED.—Any divestment
of an applicable provider, management serv-
ices organization, or health insurance issuer
required under subsection (b) shall be re-
ported to the Federal Trade Commission and
the Assistant Attorney General in charge of
the Antitrust Division of the Department of
Justice under section 7TA of the Clayton Act
(156 U.S.C. 18a) without respect to the thresh-
olds under subsection (a)(2) of that section.

(2) TOLLING OF DIVESTMENT PERIOD DURING
REVIEW.—The divestment period under sub-
section (b) shall be tolled during the pend-
ency of any waiting period required under
section TA of the Clayton Act (156 U.S.C. 18a).

(3) REVIEW OF EFFECT OF DIVESTITURE.—
With respect to each divestiture undertaken
pursuant to subsection (b), in addition to
any applicable review under section 7A of the
Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 18a), the Federal
Trade Commission and the Assistant Attor-
ney General in charge of the Antitrust Divi-
sion of the Department of Justice shall re-
view the effect on competition, financial via-
bility, and the public interest—

(A) of the divestiture; and

(B) of the subsequent acquisition of the ap-
plicable provider (or, if applicable, the man-
agement services organization) or the health
insurance issuer of such person by the ac-
quiring person.

(e) RULEMAKING AUTHORITY.—The Federal
Trade Commission shall promulgate rules to
carry out this section. Such rules shall not
diminish any obligation under this section.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Federal Trade Commission,
the Inspector General of the Department of
Justice, the Department of Health and
Human Services, or the Attorney General of
a State under any other provision of law.

(g) ENFORCEMENT UNDER MEDICARE ADVAN-
TAGE AND MEDICARE PART D.—

(1) MEDICARE ADVANTAGE.—Section 1857 of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-27)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(j) PROHIBITION ON COMMON OWNERSHIP OF
MA ORGANIZATIONS AND APPLICABLE PRO-
VIDERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For plan years beginning
on or after January 1, 2027, the Secretary
may not contract with, or provide payment
under this part to, a Medicare Advantage or-
ganization with respect to offering an MA
plan or MA-PD plan under this part if the or-
ganization—

‘“(A) directly or indirectly owns, operates,
or controls the whole or any part of an appli-
cable provider or a management services or-
ganization that has a management services
agreement with an applicable provider; or

‘(B) is directly or indirectly owned, oper-
ated, or controlled in whole or part by a per-
son who also directly or indirectly owns, op-
erates, or controls the whole or any part of
an applicable provider or a management
services organization that has a manage-
ment services agreement with an applicable
provider.

‘“(2) CERTIFICATION.—Each Medicare Advan-
tage organization shall furnish to the Sec-
retary (in a form and manner, and at a time,
specified by the Secretary) a certification of
compliance with this subsection, as well as
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such information as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary to carry out this subsection.

“(3) FALSE CLAIMS SUBMITTED BY ENTITIES
IN VIOLATION OF PROHIBITION ON COMMON OWN-
ERSHIP.—Any claim for payment from an en-
tity in violation of paragraph (1) constitutes
a false or fraudulent claim for purposes of
subchapter III of title 31, United States Code.

‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) APPLICABLE PROVIDER.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the
term ‘applicable provider’ means any entity
that receives payment for furnishing services
covered under part B or under a Medicare
Advantage plan under part C.

‘“(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—Such term does not in-
clude—

“(I) a hospital (as defined in section
1861(e)), a critical access hospital (as defined
in section 1861(mm)(1)), or a rural emergency
hospital (as defined in section 1861(kkk)(2));

“(II) a supplier of durable medical equip-
ment, prosthetics, orthotics, or supplies; or

‘(ITII) a pharmacy.

‘(B) MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT.—
The term ‘management services agreement’
means a contract between a management
services organization and an applicable pro-
vider for management or administrative
services relating to, supporting, or facili-
tating the provision of health care services.

“(C) MANAGEMENT SERVICES ORGANIZA-
TION.—The term ‘management services orga-
nization’ means any organization or entity
that contracts with an applicable provider to
perform management or administrative serv-
ices relating to, supporting, or facilitating
the provision of health care services.”.

(2) MEDICARE PART D.—Section 1860D-
12(b)(3) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395w-112(b)(3)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new subparagraph:

*(G) PROHIBITION ON COMMON OWNERSHIP.—
Section 1857(j).”.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPLICABLE PROVIDER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the term ‘‘applicable provider’’ means
any entity that receives payment for fur-
nishing services covered under part B of title
XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395j et seq.) or under a Medicare Advantage
plan under part C of such title (42 U.S.C.
1395w-21 et seq.).

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—Such term does not in-
clude—

(i) a hospital (as defined in section 1861(e)
of the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395x(e))), a critical access hospital (as de-
fined in section 1861(mm)(1) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 139%5x(mm)(1))), or a rural emergency
hospital (as defined in section 1861(kkk)(2));

(ii) a supplier of durable medical equip-
ment, prosthetics, orthotics, and supplies; or

(iii) a pharmacy.

(2) HEALTH INSURANCE ISSUER.—The term
‘“‘health insurance issuer’” has the meaning
given that term in section 2791 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg-91).

(3) MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT.—
The term ‘‘management services agreement’’
means a contract between a management
services organization and an applicable pro-
vider for management or administrative
services relating to, supporting, or facili-
tating the provision of health care services.

(4) MANAGEMENT SERVICES ORGANIZATION.—
The term ‘‘management services organiza-
tion” means any organization or entity that
contracts with an applicable provider to per-
form management or administrative services
relating to, supporting, or facilitating the
provision of health care services.

(5) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ has the
meaning given the term in section 8 of the
Sherman Act (156 U.S.C. 7).
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SA 4634. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘End Price
Gouging for Medications Act’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCE PRICES FOR PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS.

(a) REFERENCE PRICES.—The Secretary of
Health and Human Services (referred to in
this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’), in accord-
ance with subsection (b), shall establish an-
nual reference prices for each prescription
drug. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, with respect to enrollees or bene-
ficiaries in any of the Federal health pro-
grams described in subsection (c), the retail
list price for a drug shall not exceed the ref-
erence price for such drug.

(b) CRITERIA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each year, the Secretary
shall establish the reference price for each
prescription drug under subsection (a)—

(A) by determining the lowest retail list
price for the drug among the reference coun-
tries in which the drug is available, if drug
pricing information is available for at least
3 of such countries; or

(B) in the case of a drug for which drug
pricing information or dosage equivalents
are not available for at least 3 of the ref-
erence countries, by determining an appro-
priate price based on the Secretary’s deter-
mination of—

(i) the added therapeutic effect of the drug;

(ii) the value of the drug;

(iii) patient access to the drug;

(iv) the costs associated with researching
and developing the drug; and

(v) other factors, as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(2) REFERENCE COUNTRIES.—For purposes of
paragraph (1), the reference countries are
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands,
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King-
dom.

(c) FEDERAL HEALTH PROGRAMS.—The ref-
erence prices established under subsection
(a) shall apply with respect to covered inpa-
tient and outpatient drugs under—

(1) the Medicare program under title XVIII
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et
sedq.);

(2) a State Medicaid plan under title XIX of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
sedq.);

(3) the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program under title XXI of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.);

(4) the TRICARE program under chapter 55
of title 10, United States Code;

(5) hospital care and medical services fur-
nished by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs under chapters 17 and 18 of title 38,
United States Code;

(6) the Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program established under chapter 89 of title
5, United States Code; and

(7) any health program, service, function,
activity, or facility funded, in whole or part,
under the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act (25 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), including through
direct or contract care provided under such
Act or through a contract or compact under
the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304 et seq.).

(d) APPLICABILITY TO OTHER PURCHASERS OF
DRUGS.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, a drug manufacturer shall offer

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

prescription drugs at the reference price to
all individuals, including individuals who are
not insured and individuals who are covered
under a group health plan or group or indi-
vidual health insurance coverage. In the case
of individuals covered by a group health plan
or group or individual health insurance cov-
erage, such requirement is met if the amount
covered under such plan or coverage plus the
cost-sharing amount does not exceed the ref-
erence price.

(e) ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) CIvIiL PENALTY.—A drug manufacturer
who does not comply with the requirements
of subsection (a) shall be subject to a civil
penalty, for each year in which the violation
occurs and with respect to each drug for
which the violation occurs, in an amount
equal to 5 times the difference between—

(A) the total amount received by the man-
ufacturer for sales of the drug under the Fed-
eral health programs under subsection (c) for
the year; less

(B) the total amount the manufacturer
would have received for sales of the drug
under such programs for the year if the man-
ufacturer had complied with subsection (a).

(2) AMOUNTS COLLECTED.—Each year, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall transfer to
the Director of the National Institutes of
Health an amount equal to the amount col-
lected in civil penalties under subsection (e)
for the previous year. The Director of the
National Institutes of Health shall use
amounts so transferred for purposes of con-
ducting drug research and development.

(f) APPLICABILITY TO BRAND AND GENERIC
DrRuUGS.—The reference price established
under subsection (a) shall apply to drugs ap-
proved under subsection (c) or (j) of section
505 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 355) or under subsection (a) or
(k) of section 351 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 262).

SA 4635. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself
and Mr. GALLEGO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1383, to establish the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee on Equal
Access, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . WORKING FAMILIES REFUND.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLricY.—It is the policy
of the United States to use revenue raised
from unlawful tariffs applied on foreign im-
ports, including unlawful tariffs imposed
under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, to provide relief for work-
ing people through immediate tax rebates.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that refunds allowed by reason of
the amendments made by this section are de-
rived from revenues raised from unlawful
tariffs applied to foreign imports, including
tariffs imposed under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act.

(¢c) REFUNDS.—Subchapter B of chapter 65
of subtitle F of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by inserting after section
6428B the following new section:

“SEC. 6428C. WORKING FAMILIES REFUND.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an eligible
individual, there shall be allowed as a credit
against the tax imposed by subtitle A for the
first taxable year beginning in 2026 an
amount equal to the sum of—

‘(1) $600 (or, in the case of eligible individ-
uals filing a joint return, $1,200), plus

‘“(2) an amount equal to the product of $600
multiplied by the number of qualifying chil-
dren (within the meaning of section 24(c)) of
the taxpayer.
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‘“(b) TREATMENT OF CREDIT.—The credit al-
lowed by subsection (a) shall be treated as
allowed by subpart C of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1.

“‘(c) LIMITATION BASED ON ADJUSTED GROSS
INCOME.—No credit shall be allowed under
subsection (a) with respect to any taxpayer
whose adjusted gross income as exceeds—

‘(1) $180,000 in the case of a joint return,

“(2) $120,000 in the case of a head of house-
hold, and

¢“(3) $90,000 in the case of a taxpayer not de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2).

‘(d) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘eligible individual’
means any individual other than—

‘(1) any nonresident alien individual,

‘(2) any individual with respect to whom a
deduction under section 151 is allowable to
another taxpayer for a taxable year begin-
ning in the calendar year in which the indi-
vidual’s taxable year begins, and

““(3) an estate or trust.

‘‘(e) COORDINATION WITH ADVANCE REFUNDS
OF CREDIT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of credit
which would (but for this paragraph) be al-
lowable under this section shall be reduced
(but not below zero) by the aggregate refunds
and credits made or allowed to the taxpayer
under subsection (f). Any failure to so reduce
the credit shall be treated as arising out of
a mathematical or clerical error and as-
sessed according to section 6213(b)(1).

‘(2) JOINT RETURNS.—In the case of a re-
fund or credit made or allowed under sub-
section (f) with respect to a joint return, half
of such refund or credit shall be treated as
having been made or allowed to each indi-
vidual filing such return.

¢“(f) ADVANCE REFUNDS AND CREDITS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (5),
each individual who was an eligible indi-
vidual for such individual’s first taxable year
beginning in 2025 shall be treated as having
made a payment against the tax imposed by
chapter 1 for such taxable year in an amount
equal to the advance refund amount for such
taxable year.

‘(2) ADVANCE REFUND AMOUNT.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), the advance refund
amount is the amount that would have been
allowed as a credit under this section for
such taxable year if this section (other than
subsection (e) and this subsection) had ap-
plied to such taxable year.

¢“(3) TIMING AND MANNER OF PAYMENTS.—

“(A) TIMING.—The Secretary shall, subject
to the provisions of this title, refund or cred-
it any overpayment attributable to this sec-
tion as rapidly as possible and before the
date that is 40 days after the date of the en-
actment of this section. No refund or credit
shall be made or allowed under this sub-
section after December 31, 2027.

‘(B) DELIVERY OF PAYMENTS.—

(1) ELECTRONIC PAYMENT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary may certify and disburse refunds pay-
able under this subsection electronically to
any account to which the payee authorized,
on or after January 1, 2024, the delivery of a
refund of taxes under this title or of a Fed-
eral payment (as defined in section 3332 of
title 31, United States Code).

‘‘(ii) OTHER PAYMENTS.—In the case of any
refund payable by check, the check shall be
signed by the Secretary.

‘(C) WAIVER OF CERTAIN RULES.—Notwith-
standing section 3325 of title 31, United
States Code, or any other provision of law,
with respect to any payment of a refund
under this subsection, a disbursing official in
the executive branch of the United States
Government may modify payment informa-
tion received from an officer or employee de-
scribed in section 3325(a)(1)(B) of such title
for the purpose of facilitating the accurate
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and efficient delivery of such payment. Ex-
cept in cases of fraud or reckless neglect, no
liability under sections 3325, 3527, 3528, or
3529 of title 31, United States Code, shall be
imposed with respect to payments made
under this subparagraph.

‘“(4) NOo INTEREST.—No interest shall be al-
lowed on any overpayment attributable to
this section.

“(6) ALTERNATE TAXABLE YEAR.—In the
case of an individual who, at the time of any
determination made pursuant to paragraph
(3), has not filed a tax return for the year de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Secretary may—

“‘(A) apply such paragraph by substituting
‘2024’ for ‘2025°, and

‘(B) if the individual has not filed a tax re-
turn for such individual’s first taxable year
beginning in 2024, use information with re-
spect to such individual for calendar year
2024 provided in—

‘(i) Form SSA-1099, Social Security Ben-
efit Statement, or

‘(i) Form RRB-1099, Social
Equivalent Benefit Statement.

‘“(6) NOTICE TO TAXPAYER.—Not later than
15 days after the date on which the Secretary
distributed any payment to an eligible tax-
payer pursuant to this subsection, notice
shall be sent by mail to such taxpayer’s last
known address. Such notice shall indicate
the method by which such payment was
made, the amount of such payment, and a
phone number for the appropriate point of
contact at the Internal Revenue Service to
report any failure to receive such payment.

‘(g) IDENTIFICATION NUMBER REQUIRE-
MENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No credit shall be al-
lowed under subsection (a) to an eligible in-
dividual who does not include on the return
of tax for the taxable year—

““(A) such individual’s valid identification
number,

‘“(B) in the case of a joint return, the valid
identification number of such individual’s
spouse, and

‘(C) in the case of any qualifying child
taken into account under subsection (a)(2),
the valid identification number of such
qualifying child.

¢“(2) VALID IDENTIFICATION NUMBER.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), the term ‘valid identification num-
ber’ means a social security number (as such
term is defined in section 24(h)(7)).

‘“(B) ADOPTION TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER.—For purposes of paragraph (1)(C),
in the case of a qualifying child who is
adopted or placed for adoption, the term
‘valid identification number’ shall include
the adoption taxpayer identification number
of such child.

“(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.—Paragraph (1)(B) shall not
apply in the case where at least 1 spouse was
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States at any time during the taxable year
and at least 1 spouse satisfies paragraph
OA).

““(4) MATHEMATICAL OR CLERICAL ERROR AU-
THORITY.—Any omission of a correct wvalid
identification number required under this
subsection shall be treated as a mathe-
matical or clerical error for purposes of ap-
plying section 6213(g)(2) to such omission.

““(h) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
prescribe such regulations or other guidance
as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this section, including any such
measures as are deemed appropriate to avoid
allowing multiple credits or rebates to a tax-
payer.”.

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS.—

(1) DEFINITION OF DEFICIENCY.—Section
6211(b)(4)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by inserting ‘‘6428C,” after
¢‘6428B,"".
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(2) MATHEMATICAL OR CLERICAL ERROR AU-
THORITY.—Section 6213(g)(2)(L) of such Code
is amended by striking ‘‘or 6428A”° and in-
serting ‘‘6428A, or 6428C"".

(e) TREATMENT OF POSSESSIONS.—

(1) PAYMENTS TO POSSESSIONS.—

(A) MIRROR CODE POSSESSION.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall pay to each pos-
session of the United States which has a mir-
ror code tax system amounts equal to the
loss (if any) to that possession by reason of
the amendments made by this section. Such
amounts shall be determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury based on information
provided by the government of the respective
possession.

(B) OTHER POSSESSIONS.—The Secretary of
the Treasury shall pay to each possession of
the United States which does not have a mir-
ror code tax system amounts estimated by
the Secretary of the Treasury as being equal
to the aggregate benefits (if any) that would
have been provided to residents of such pos-
session by reason of the amendments made
by this section if a mirror code tax system
had been in effect in such possession. The
preceding sentence shall not apply unless the
respective possession has a plan, which has
been approved by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, under which such possession will
promptly distribute such payments to its
residents.

(2) COORDINATION WITH CREDIT ALLOWED
AGAINST UNITED STATES INCOME TAXES.—No
credit shall be allowed against United States
income taxes under section 6428C of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (as added by this
section) to any person—

(A) to whom a credit is allowed against
taxes imposed by the possession by reason of
the amendments made by this section, or

(B) who is eligible for a payment under a
plan described in paragraph (1)(B).

(3) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—

(A) POSSESSION OF THE UNITED STATES.—For
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘pos-
session of the United States” includes the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(B) MIRROR CODE TAX SYSTEM.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘‘mirror
code tax system’ means, with respect to any
possession of the United States, the income
tax system of such possession if the income
tax liability of the residents of such posses-
sion under such system is determined by ref-
erence to the income tax laws of the United
States as if such possession were the United
States.

(C) TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS.—For pur-
poses of section 1324 of title 31, United States
Code, the payments under this subsection
shall be treated in the same manner as a re-
fund due from a credit provision referred to
in subsection (b)(2) of such section.

(f) EXCEPTION FROM REDUCTION OR OFF-
SET.—Any credit or refund allowed or made
to any individual by reason of section 6428C
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as
added by this section) or by reason of sub-
section (e) of this section shall not be—

(1) subject to reduction or offset pursuant
to section 3716 or 3720A of title 31, United
States Code,

(2) subject to reduction or offset pursuant
to subsection (d), (e), or (f) of section 6402 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or

(3) reduced or offset by other assessed Fed-
eral taxes that would otherwise be subject to
levy or collection.

(g) PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN.—The
Secretary of the Treasury (or the Secretary’s
delegate) shall conduct a public awareness
campaign, in coordination with the Commis-
sioner of Social Security and the heads of
other relevant Federal agencies, to provide
information regarding the availability of the
credit and rebate allowed under section 6428C
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of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as
added by this section), including information
with respect to individuals who may not
have filed a tax return for taxable year 2024
or 2025.

(h) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT.—For pur-
poses of any payment described in paragraph
(3)(B) of section 6428C(f) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (as added by this Act), any
notice described in paragraph (6) of such sec-
tion, and any information provided through
the public awareness campaign described in
subsection (g), there shall not be included
any reference to the Executive Office of the
President, Donald J. Trump, or his adminis-
tration.

(i) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Paragraph (2) of section 1324(b) of title
31, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘6428C,” after ‘‘6428B,”".

(2) The table of sections for subchapter B
of chapter 65 of subtitle F of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 6428B the
following:

‘“‘Sec. 6428C. Working families refund.”.

SA 4636. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE —WAGE THEFT PREVENTION

AND WAGE RECOVERY ACT
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the ‘“Wage Theft
Prevention and Wage Recovery Act’.
SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title are to prevent
wage theft and facilitate the recovery of sto-
len wages by—

(1) strengthening the penalties for engag-
ing in wage theft;

(2) giving workers the right to receive, in a
timely manner, full compensation for the
work they perform, certain disclosures, reg-
ular paystubs, and final payments;

(3) providing workers with improved tools
to recover their stolen wages in court; and

(4) making assistance available to enhance
enforcement of and compliance with Federal
wage and hour laws through—

(A) supporting initiatives that address and
prevent violations of such laws and assist
workers in wage recovery;

(B) supporting individual entities and de-
veloping community partnerships that ex-
pand and improve cooperative efforts be-
tween enforcement agencies and community-
based organizations in the prevention of
wage and hour violations and enforcement of
wage and hour laws;

(C) expanding outreach to workers in in-
dustries or geographic areas identified by the
Secretary of Labor as highly noncompliant
with Federal wage and hour laws;

(D) improving detection of employers who
are not complying with such laws and aiding
in the identification of violations of such
laws; and

(E) facilitating the collection of evidence
to assist enforcement efforts.

Subtitle A—Amendments to the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938
SEC. _11. REQUIREMENTS TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
DISCLOSURES, REGULAR PAYSTUBS,
AND FINAL PAYMENTS.
The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 is
amended by inserting after section 4 (29
U.S.C. 204) the following:
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“SEC. 5. REQUIREMENTS TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
DISCLOSURES, REGULAR PAYSTUBS,
AND FINAL PAYMENTS.

‘‘(a) DISCLOSURES.—

(1) INITIAL DISCLOSURES.—Not later than
15 days after the date on which an employer
hires an employee who in any workweek is
engaged in commerce or in the production of
goods for commerce, or is employed in an en-
terprise engaged in commerce or in the pro-
duction of goods for commerce, the employer
of such employee shall provide such em-
ployee with an initial disclosure containing
the information described in paragraph (3).
Such initial disclosure shall be—

‘“(A) provided as a written statement or, if
the employee so chooses, as a digital docu-
ment provided through electronic commu-
nication; and

‘(B) made available in the employee’s pri-
mary language.

‘“(2) MODIFICATION DISCLOSURES.—Not later
than the earlier of 5 days after the date on
which any of the information described in
paragraph (3) changes with respect to an em-
ployee described in paragraph (1) or the date
of the next paystub following the date on
which such information changes, the em-
ployer of such employee shall provide the
employee with a modification disclosure con-
taining all the information described in
paragraph (3).

“(3) INFORMATION.—The information de-
scribed in this paragraph shall include—

‘““(A) the rate of pay and whether the em-
ployee is paid by the hour, shift, day, week,
or job, or by salary, piece rate, commission,
or other form of compensation;

“(B)(1) an indication of whether the em-
ployee is being classified by the employer as
an employee subject to the minimum wage
requirements of section 6 or as an employee
that is exempt from (or otherwise not sub-
ject to) such requirements as provided under
section 3(m)(2), 6, 13, or 14; and

‘“(ii) in the case that such employee is not
classified as being an employee subject to
such minimum wage requirements, an iden-
tification of the section described in clause
(i) providing for such classification;

“(C)(i) an indication of whether the em-
ployee is being classified by the employer as
an employee subject to the overtime com-
pensation requirements of section 7 or as an
employee exempt from such requirements as
provided under section 7 or 13; and

‘“(ii) in the case that such employee is not
classified as being an employee subject to
such overtime compensation requirements,
an identification of the section described in
clause (i) providing for such classification;

‘(D) the name of the employer and any
other name used by the employer to conduct
business; and

‘“‘(E) the physical address of and telephone
number for the employer’s main office or
principal place of business, and a mailing ad-
dress for such office or place of business if
the mailing address is different than the
physical address.

“(b) PAYSTUBS.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Every employer shall
provide each employee of such employer who
in any workweek is engaged in commerce or
in the production of goods for commerce, or
is employed in an enterprise engaged in com-
merce or in the production of goods for com-
merce, a paystub that corresponds to work
performed by the employee during the appli-
cable pay period and contains the informa-
tion required under paragraph (3) in any
form provided under paragraph (2).

‘(2) FOrRMS.—A paystub required under this
subsection shall be a written statement and
may be provided in any of the following
forms:

‘“(A) As a separate document accom-
panying any payment to an employee for
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work performed during the applicable pay
period.

‘“(B) In the case of an employee who re-
ceives paychecks from the employer, as a de-
tachable statement accompanying each pay-
check.

‘“(C) As a digital document provided
through electronic communication, subject
to the employee affirmatively consenting to
receive the paystubs in this form.

‘“(3) CONTENTS.—Each paystub shall con-
tain all of the following information:

‘“(A) The name of the employee.

‘(B) Except in the case of an employee who
is exclusively paid a salary and is exempt
from the overtime requirements of section 7,
the total number of hours worked by the em-
ployee, including the number of hours
worked per workweek, during the applicable
pay period.

‘“(C) The total gross and net wages paid,
and, except in the case of an employee who
is exclusively paid a salary and is exempt
from the overtime requirements of section 7,
the rate of pay for each hour worked during
the applicable pay period.

‘(D) In the case of an employee who is paid
any salary, the amount of any salary paid
during the applicable pay period.

‘(E) In the case of an employee employed
at piece rates, the number of piece rate units
earned, the applicable piece rates, and the
total amount paid to the employee per work-
week for the applicable pay period in accord-
ance with such piece rates.

‘“(F) The rate of pay per workweek of the
employee during the applicable pay period
and an explanation of the basis for such rate.

“(G) The number of overtime hours per
workweek worked by the employee during
the applicable pay period and the compensa-
tion required under section 7 that is provided
to the employee for such hours.

‘(H) Any additional compensation pro-
vided to the employee during the applicable
pay period, with an explanation of each type
of compensation, including any allowances
or reimbursements such as amounts related
to meals, clothing, lodging, or any other
item, and any cost to the employee associ-
ated with such allowance or reimbursements.

“(I) Itemized deductions from the gross in-
come of the employee during the applicable
pay period, and an explanation for each de-
duction.

‘“(J) The date that is the beginning of the
applicable pay period and the date that is
the end of such applicable pay period.

‘“(K) The name of the employer and any
other name used by the employer to conduct
business.

‘(L) The name and phone number of a rep-
resentative of the employer for contact pur-
poses.

‘(M) Any additional information that the
Secretary reasonably requires to be included
through notice and comment rulemaking.

“(c) FINAL PAYMENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 14 days
after an individual described in paragraph (4)
terminates employment with an employer
(by action of the employer or the individual),
or on the date on which such employer pays
other employees for the pay period during
which the individual so terminates such em-
ployment, whichever date is earlier, the em-
ployer shall provide the individual with a
final payment, which includes all compensa-
tion due to such individual for all time
worked and benefits incurred (including re-
tirement, health, leave, fringe, and other
benefits) by the individual as an employee
for the employer.

‘“(2) CONTINUING WAGES.—An employer who
violates the requirement under paragraph (1)
shall, for each day, not to exceed 30 days, of
such violation provide the individual de-
scribed in paragraph (4) with compensation
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at a rate that is equal to the regular rate of
compensation, as determined under this Act,
to which such individual was entitled when
such individual was an employee of such em-
ployer.

‘“(3) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding para-
graphs (1) and (2), any individual described in
paragraph (4) who intentionally avoids re-
ceiving a final payment described in para-
graph (1), or who refuses to receive the final
payment when fully tendered, resulting in
the employer violating the requirement
under such paragraph, shall not be entitled
to the compensation provided under para-
graph (2) for the time during which the indi-
vidual so avoids final payment or refuses to
receive the final payment.

‘“(4) INDIVIDUAL.—An individual described
in this paragraph is an individual who was
employed by the employer, and through such
employment, in any workweek, was engaged
in commerce or in the production of goods
for commerce, or was employed in an enter-
prise engaged in commerce or in the produc-
tion of goods for commerce.”.

SEC. 12. RIGHT TO FULL COMPENSATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938 is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 7 (29 U.S.C. 207) the following:

“SEC. 8. RIGHT TO FULL COMPENSATION.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an em-
ployment contract or other employment
agreement, including a collective bargaining
agreement, that specifies that an employer
shall compensate an employee (who is de-
scribed in subsection (b)) at a rate that is
higher than the rate otherwise required
under this Act, the employer shall com-
pensate such employee at the rate specified
in such contract or other employment agree-
ment.

“(b) EMPLOYEE ENGAGED IN COMMERCE.—
The requirement under subsection (a) shall
apply with respect to any employee who in
any workweek is engaged in commerce or in
the production of goods for commerce, or is
employed in an enterprise engaged in com-
merce or in the production of goods for com-
merce.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 is amended by
repealing section 10 (29 U.S.C. 210).

SEC. _ 13. CIVIL AND CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT.

(a) PROHIBITED ACTS.—Section 15(a) of the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C.
215(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘section 6
or section 77 and inserting ‘‘section 6, 7, or
8”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section 6
or section 7’ and inserting ‘‘section 5, 6, 7, or
8.

(b) DAMAGES.—The Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.) is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 4(f) (29 U.S.C. 204(f)), in the
third sentence, by striking ‘‘for unpaid min-
imum wages, or unpaid overtime compensa-
tion, and liquidated damages’ and inserting
“for unpaid wages, or unpaid overtime com-
pensation, as well as interest and liquidated
damages,’’;

(2) in section 6(d)(3) (29 U.S.C. 206(d)(3)), by
striking ‘“minimum’’;

(3) in section 16 (29 U.S.C. 216)—

(A) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 6 or section 7’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘‘section 6, 7,
or 8’;

(ii) by striking ‘“‘minimum’ each place it
appears;

(iii) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘and
in an additional equal amount as liquidated
damages’ and inserting ‘‘the amount of any
interest on such unpaid wages or unpaid
overtime compensation accrued at the pre-
vailing rate, and an additional amount as
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liquidated damages that is equal to (subject
to the second sentence of this subsection) 2
times such amount of unpaid wages or un-
paid overtime compensation’’;

(iv) in the second sentence, by striking
“wages lost and an additional equal amount
as liquidated damages’’ and inserting ‘‘wages
lost, including any unpaid wages or any un-
paid overtime compensation, the amount of
any interest on such wages lost accrued at
the prevailing rate, and an additional
amount as liquidated damages that is equal
to 3 times the amount of such wages lost’’;

(v) by striking the fifth sentence; and

(vi) by adding at the end the following:
“Notwithstanding chapter 1 of title 9, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Fed-
eral Arbitration Act’), or any other law, the
right to bring an action, including a joint,
class, or collective claim, in court under this
section cannot be waived by an employee as
a condition of employment or in a predispute
arbitration agreement.”’; and

(B) in subsection (¢)—

(i) by striking “minimum” each place the
term appears;

(ii) in the first sentence—

(I) by striking ‘‘section 6 or 7’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 6, 7, or 8’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘and an additional equal
amount as liquidated damages’ and insert-
ing ‘‘, any interest on such unpaid wages or
unpaid overtime compensation accrued at
the prevailing rate, and an additional
amount as liquidated damages that is equal
to (subject to the third sentence of this sub-
section) 2 times such amount of unpaid
wages or unpaid overtime compensation’’;

(iii) in the second sentence, by striking
“and an equal amount as liquidated dam-
ages.” and inserting ‘‘, any interest on such
unpaid wages or unpaid overtime compensa-
tion accrued at the prevailing rate, and an
additional amount as liquidated damages
that is equal to (subject to the third sen-
tence of this subsection) 2 times such
amount of unpaid wages or unpaid overtime
compensation. In the event that the em-
ployer violates section 15(a)(3), the Secretary
may bring an action in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction to recover the amount of
any wages lost, including any unpaid wages
or any unpaid overtime compensation, any
interest on such wages lost accrued at the
prevailing rate, an additional amount as lig-
uidated damages that is equal to 3 times the
amount of such wages lost, and any such
legal or equitable relief as may be appro-
priate.”’; and

(iv) in the fourth sentence, by striking
‘‘sections 6 and 7’ and inserting ‘‘section 6, 7,
or 8”; and

(4) in section 17 (29 U.S.C. 217), by striking
“minimum™.

(¢) CrviL FINES.—Section 16(e) of the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 216(e))
is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

“(2)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), any
person who violates section 6, 7, or 8, relat-
ing to wages, shall be subject to a civil fine
that is not to exceed $22,030 per each em-
ployee affected for each initial violation of
such section.

“(B) Any person who repeatedly or will-
fully violates section 6, 7, or 8, relating to
wages, shall be subject to a civil fine that is
not to exceed $110,150 per each employee af-
fected for each such violation.

“(C) Any person who violates section
3(m)(2)(B) shall be subject to a civil penalty
not to exceed $12,340 for each such violation,
as the Secretary determines appropriate, in
addition to being liable to the employee or
employees affected for all tips unlawfully
kept, any interest on such wages lost ac-
crued at the prevailing rate, and an addi-
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tional amount as liquidated damages that is
equal to 2 times the amount of such wages
lost, as described in subsection (b).”’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), and
(5) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (7), respec-
tively; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

“(3) Any person who violates subsection (a)
or (b) of section 5 shall—

‘“(A) for the initial violation of such sub-
section, be subject to a civil fine that is not
to exceed $50 per each employee affected; and

‘(B) for each repeated or willful violation
of such subsection, be subject to a civil fine
that is not to exceed $100 per each employee
affected.

‘“(4) Any person who violates section 11(c)
shall—

““(A) for the initial violation, be subject to
a civil fine that is not to exceed $1,000 per
each employee affected; and

‘(B) for each repeated or willful violation,
be subject to a civil fine that is not to exceed
$5,000 per each employee affected.”’.

(d) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—Section 16(a) of
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29
U.S.C. 216(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘Any person’ and inserting
‘(1) Any person’’;

(2) in the first sentence, by striking
€‘$10,000 and inserting ‘“$10,000 per each em-
ployee affected’’;

(3) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘No
person’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to paragraph
(2), no person’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2)(A) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary shall refer
any case involving a covered offender de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) to the Depart-
ment of Justice for prosecution.

‘(B) A covered offender described in this
subparagraph is a person who willfully vio-
lates each of the following:

‘(i) Section 11(c) by falsifying any records
described in such section.

‘‘(i1) Section 6, 7, or 8, relating to wages.

““(iii) Section 15(a)(3).”.

SEC. _ 14. RECORDKEEPING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(c) of the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 211(c))
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: “‘In the event that an employee re-
quests an inspection of the records described
in this subsection that pertain to such em-
ployee from the employer, orally or in writ-
ing, the employer shall provide the employee
with a copy of the records for a period of up
to b years prior to such request being made.
Not later than 21 days after an employee re-
quests such an inspection, the employer
shall comply with the request.

(b) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.—Section 15
of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29
U.S.C. 215) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(c) In the event that an employer violates
section 11(c) and any regulations issued pur-
suant to such section, resulting in a lack of
a complete record of an employee’s hours
worked or wages owed, the employee’s pro-
duction of credible evidence and testimony
regarding the amount or extent of the work
for which the employee was not compensated
in compliance with the requirements under
this Act shall be sufficient to create a rebut-
table presumption that the employee’s
records are accurate. Such presumption shall
be rebutted only if the employer produces
evidence of the precise amount or extent of
work performed or evidence to show that the
inference drawn from the employee’s evi-
dence is not reasonable.”.
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Subtitle B—Amendments to the Portal-to-
Portal Act of 1947
__21. INCREASING AND TOLLING STATUTE
OF LIMITATIONS.

Section 6 of the Portal-to-Portal Act of
1947 (29 U.S.C. 255) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding subsection (a),
by striking “minimum’’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘may be commenced within
two years” and inserting ‘“may be com-
menced within 4 years’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘unless commenced within
two years’” and inserting ‘‘unless commenced
within 4 years’’; and

(C) by striking ‘“‘may be commenced within
three years’” and inserting ‘“‘may be com-
menced within 5 years’’;

(3) in subsection (d), by striking the period
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) with respect to the running of any
statutory period of limitation described in
this section, the running of such statutory
period shall be deemed suspended during the
period beginning on the date on which the
Secretary of Labor notifies an employer of
an initiation of an investigation or enforce-
ment action and ending on the date on which
the Secretary notifies the employer that the
matter has been officially resolved by the
Secretary.”.

Subtitle C—Wage Theft Prevention and Wage
Recovery Grant Program
SEC. _31. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term the ‘“‘Admin-
istrator” means the Administrator of the
Wage and Hour Division of the Department
of Labor.

(2) COMMUNITY PARTNER.—The term ‘‘com-
munity partner’” means any stakeholder
with a commitment to enforcing wage and
hour laws and preventing abuses of such
laws, including any—

(A) State department of labor;

(B) attorney general of a State, or other
similar authorized official of a political sub-
division thereof;

(C) law enforcement agency;

(D) consulate;

(E) employee or advocate of employees, in-
cluding a labor organization, community-
and faith-based organization, business asso-
ciation, or nonprofit legal aid organization;

(F) academic institution that plans, co-
ordinates, and implements programs and ac-
tivities to prevent wage and hour violations
and recover unpaid wages, damages, and pen-
alties; or

(G) any municipal agency responsible for
the enforcement of local wage and hour laws.

(3) COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP.—The term
“‘community partnership’” means a partner-
ship between—

(A) a working group consisting of commu-
nity partners; and

(B) the Department of Labor.

(4) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity”’ means an entity that is any of the
following:

(A) A nonprofit organization, including
such an organization that is a community-
based organization, faith-based organization,
or labor organization, that provides services
and support to employees, including assist-
ing such employees in recovering unpaid
wages.

(B) An employer.

(C) A business association.

(D) An institution of higher education, as
defined by section 101 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).

(E) A partnership between any of the enti-
ties described in subparagraphs (A) through
(D).
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(6) EMPLOY; EMPLOYEE; EMPLOYER.—The
terms ‘‘employ’’, ‘‘employee’’, and ‘‘em-
ployer’” have the meanings given such terms
in section 3 of the Fair Labor Standards Act
of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Labor.

(7) STRATEGIC ENFORCEMENT.—The term
“‘strategic enforcement’” means the process
by which the Secretary—

(A) targets highly noncompliant indus-
tries, as identified by the Secretary, using
industry-specific structures to influence, and
ultimately reform, networks of inter-
connected employers;

(B) analyzes regulatory regimes under
which specific industries operate; and

(C) modifies the enforcement approach of
such regulatory regimes in order to ensure
the greatest impact.

(8) WAGE AND HOUR LAW.—The term ‘‘wage
and hour law’ means any Federal law en-
forced by the Wage and Hour Division of the
Department of Labor, including any provi-
sion of this title enforced by such division.

(9) WAGE AND HOUR VIOLATION.—The term
“wage and hour violation’ refers to any vio-
lation of a Federal law enforced by the Wage
and Hour Division of the Department of
Labor, including any provision of this title
enforced by such division.

‘““‘Secretary’’

SEC. _32. WAGE THEFT PREVENTION AND WAGE
RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting

through the Administrator, shall provide
grants to eligible entities to assist such enti-
ties in enhancing the enforcement of wage
and hour laws, in accordance with this sec-
tion and consistent with the purposes of this
title.

(b) GRANTS.—A grant provided under this
section shall be designed to—

(1) support an eligible entity in estab-
lishing and supporting the activities de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(1); and

(2) develop community partnerships to ex-
pand and improve cooperative efforts be-
tween enforcement agencies and members of
the community to—

(A) prevent and reduce wage and hour vio-
lations; and

(B) assist employees in recovering back
pay for any such violations.

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) PERMISSIBLE ACTIVITIES.—The grants de-
scribed in this section shall assist eligible
entities in establishing and supporting ac-
tivities that include—

(A) disseminating information and con-
ducting outreach and training to educate
employees about their rights under wage and
hour laws;

(B) conducting educational training for
employers about their obligations under
wage and hour laws;

(C) conducting orientations and trainings
jointly with officials of the Wage and Hour
Division of the Department of Labor;

(D) providing assistance to employees in
filing claims of wage and hour violations;

(E) assisting enforcement agencies in con-
ducting investigations, including in the col-
lection of evidence and recovering back pay;

(F') monitoring compliance with wage and
hour laws;

(G) performing joint visitations to work-
sites that violate wage and hour laws with
officials from the Wage and Hour Division of
the Department of Labor;

(H) establishing networks for education,
communication, and participation in the
workplace and community;

(I) evaluating the effectiveness of pro-
grams designed to prevent wage and hour
violations and enforce wage and hour laws;

(J) recruiting and hiring of staff and volun-
teers;
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(K) production and dissemination of out-
reach and training materials; and

(L) any other activities as the Secretary
may reasonably prescribe through notice and
comment rulemaking.

2) PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), an eligible entity re-
ceiving a grant under this section may not
use the grant funds for any purpose reason-
ably prohibited by the Secretary through no-
tice and comment rulemaking.

(d) TERM OF GRANTS.—Each grant made
under this section shall be available for ex-
penditure for a period that is not to exceed
3 years.

(e) APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity seeking
a grant under this section shall submit an
application for such grant to the Secretary
in accordance with this subsection.

(2) PARTNERSHIPS.—In the case of an eligi-
ble entity that is a partnership described in
section _ 31(4)(E), the eligible entity may
submit a joint application that designates a
single entity as the lead entity for purposes
of receiving and disbursing funds.

(3) CONTENTS.—An application under this
subsection shall include—

(A) a description of a plan for the program
that the eligible entity proposes to carry out
with a grant under this section, including a
long-term strategy and detailed implementa-
tion plan that reflects expected participation
of, and partnership with, community part-
ners;

(B) information on the prevalence of wage
and hour violations in each community or
State of the eligible entity;

(C) information on any industry or geo-
graphic area targeted by the plan for such
program;

(D) information on the type of outreach
and relationship building that will be con-
ducted under such program;

(E) information on the training and edu-
cation that will be provided to employees
and employers under such program; and

(F) the method by which the eligible entity
will measure results of such program.

(f) SELECTION.—

(1) COMPETITIVE BASIS.—In accordance with
this subsection, the Secretary shall, on a
competitive basis, select grant recipients
from among eligible entities that have sub-
mitted an application under subsection (e).

(2) PRIORITY.—In selecting grant recipients
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give
priority to eligible entities that—

(A) serve employees in any industry or geo-
graphic area that is most highly at risk for
noncompliance with wage and hour viola-
tions, as identified by the Secretary; and

(B) demonstrate past and ongoing work to
prevent wage and hour violations or to re-
cover unpaid wages.

(3) OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.—In selecting
grant recipients under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall also consider—

(A) the prevalence of ongoing community
support for each eligible entity, including fi-
nancial and other contributions; and

(B) the eligible entity’s past and ongoing
partnerships with other organizations.

(g) MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after receiving a grant under this section,
the grant recipient shall negotiate and final-
ize with the Secretary a memorandum of un-
derstanding that sets forth specific goals, ob-
jectives, strategies, and activities that will
be carried out under the grant by such re-
cipient through a community partnership.

(2) SIGNATURES.—A representative of the
grant recipient (or, in the case of a grant re-
cipient that is an eligible entity described in
section _ 31(4)(E), a representative of each
entity that composes the grant recipient)
and the Secretary shall sign the memo-
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randum of understanding under this sub-
section.

(3) REVISIONS.—The memorandum of under-
standing under this subsection shall be re-
viewed and revised by the grant recipient
and the Secretary each year of the duration
of the grant.

(h) PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each grant recipient
under this section shall develop procedures
for reporting, monitoring, measuring, and
evaluating the activities of each program or
project funded under this section.

(2) GUIDELINES.—The procedures required
under paragraph (1) shall be in accordance
with guidelines established by the Secretary.

(i) REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF FUND-
ING.—If the Secretary determines that a re-
cipient of a grant under this section is not in
compliance with the terms and requirements
of the memorandum of understanding under
subsection (g), the Secretary may revoke or
suspend (in whole or in part) the funding of
the grant.

(j) USE OF COMPONENTS.—In addition to the
Wage and Hour Division, the Secretary (act-
ing through the Administrator) may use any
division or agency of the Department of
Labor in carrying out this subtitle.

SEC. 33. GAO STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct a study to
identify successful programs carried out by
grants under section _ 32, and the elements,
policies, or procedures of such programs that
can be replicated by other programs carried
out by grants under such section.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit a report to the Secretary and Con-
gress containing the results of the study con-
ducted under subsection (a).

(c) USE OF INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall use information contained in the report
submitted under subsection (b)—

(1) to improve the quality of community
partnership programs assisted or carried out
under this subtitle that are in existence as of
the publication of the report; and

(2) to develop models for new community
partnership programs to be assisted or car-
ried out under this subtitle.

SEC. 34. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary for fiscal
year 2027 and for each subsequent fiscal year
through fiscal year 2030, to remain available
until expended, to carry out the grant pro-
gram under section _ 32.

Subtitle D—Regulations and Effective Date
SEC. 41. REGULATIONS.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Labor shall promulgate such regulations as
are necessary to carry out this title, and the
amendments made by this title.

SEC. _ 42. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by subtitles A and
B shall take effect on the date that is the
earlier of—

(1) the date that is 6 months after the date
on which the final regulations are promul-
gated by the Secretary of Labor under sec-
tion  41; and

(2) the date that is 18 months after the date
of enactment of this Act.

SA 4637. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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TITLE _ VETERAN FAMILIES HEALTH
SERVICES ACT
SEC.  01. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Veteran
Families Health Services Act of 2026”".
Subtitle A—Reproductive and Fertility Pres-

ervation Assistance for Members of the

Armed Forces
SEC.  11. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) ACTIVE DUTY.—The term ‘‘active duty”’
has the meaning given that term in section
101(d)(1) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) ARMED FORCES.—The term ‘‘Armed

Forces” has the meaning given the term
“‘armed forces’ in section 101(a)(4) of such
title.
SEC. 12. PROVISION OF FERTILITY TREAT-
MENT AND COUNSELING TO MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND
SPOUSES, PARTNERS, AND GESTA-
TIONAL SURROGATES OF SUCH
MEMBERS.

(a) FERTILITY TREATMENT AND COUN-
SELING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall make available fertility treatment and
counseling to a member of the Armed Forces
or a spouse, partner, or gestational surrogate
of such a member.

(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR TREATMENT AND COUN-
SELING.—Fertility treatment and counseling
shall be furnished under paragraph (1) with-
out regard to the sex, sex characteristics,
gender identity, sexual orientation, infer-
tility diagnosis, or marital status of the
member of the Armed Forces or their spouse
or partner.

(3) IN VITRO FERTILIZATION.—In the case of
in vitro fertilization treatment furnished
under paragraph (1), the Secretary may fur-
nish to an individual under such paragraph—

(A) not more than three completed oocyte
retrievals; and

(B) unlimited embryo transfers.

(b) PROCUREMENT OF REPRODUCTIVE GE-
NETIC MATERIAL.—If a member of the Armed
Forces is unable to provide their reproduc-
tive genetic material, such as oocytes,
sperm, or embryos, for purposes of fertility
treatment under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall, at the election of such member,
allow such member to receive such treat-
ment with donated reproductive genetic ma-
terial and pay or reimburse such member the
reasonable costs of procuring such material
from a donor.

(¢) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) IMPACT ON EXISTING AUTHORITY.—Noth-
ing in this section shall be construed to re-
scind the authority of the Secretary to pro-
vide in vitro fertilization benefits pursuant
to section 1074(c)(4) of title 10, United States
Code.

(2) SOURCING OF GESTATIONAL SURROGATE OR
REPRODUCTIVE GENETIC MATERIAL.—Nothing
in this section shall be construed to require
the Secretary—

(A) to find or certify a gestational surro-
gate for a member of the Armed Forces or to
connect a gestational surrogate with such a
member; or

(B) to find or certify reproductive genetic
material, such as oocytes, sperm, or em-
bryos, from a donor for a member of the
Armed Forces or to connect such a member
with reproductive genetic material from a
donor.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FERTILITY TREATMENT.—The term ‘‘fer-
tility treatment’ includes the following:

(A) Preservation of human oocytes, sperm,
or embryos.

(B) Artificial insemination, including
intravaginal insemination, intracervical in-
semination, and intrauterine insemination.

(C) Assisted reproductive technology, in-
cluding in vitro fertilization and other treat-
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ments or procedures in which reproductive
genetic material, such as oocytes, sperm, or
embryos, are handled, when clinically appro-
priate.

(D) Genetic testing of embryos.

(E) Medications prescribed or obtained
over-the-counter, as indicated for fertility.

(F) Gamete donation.

(G) Such other information, referrals,
treatments, procedures, medications, labora-
tory testing, technologies, and services re-
lating to fertility as the Secretary of De-
fense determines appropriate.

(2) GESTATIONAL SURROGATE.—The term
‘“‘gestational surrogate’ means an adult, who
is not the intended parent, who enters into a
surrogacy agreement to become pregnant
through in vitro fertilization using gametes
that are not the gametes of that individual.

(3) PARTNER.—The term ‘‘partner’, with
respect to a member of the Armed Forces,
means an individual selected by the member
who agrees to be a parent, with the member,
of a child born as a result of the use of any
fertility treatment under this section.

SEC.  13. ESTABLISHMENT OF FERTILITY
PRESERVATION PROCEDURES
AFTER AN INJURY OR ILLNESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Health Affairs, shall establish
procedures for the retrieval of reproductive
genetic material, such as sperm or oocytes,
as soon as medically appropriate, from a
member of the Armed Forces in cases in
which the fertility of such member is poten-
tially jeopardized as a result of an injury or
illness incurred or aggravated while serving
on active duty in the Armed Forces in order
to preserve the medical options of such
member.

(b) INCLUSION OF INFORMATION IN ADVANCED
DIRECTIVES AND MILITARY TESTAMENTARY IN-
STRUMENTS.—The Secretary of Defense shall
ensure that any advance medical directive,
as defined in section 1044c(b) of title 10,
United States Code, or military testa-
mentary instrument, as defined in section
1044d(b) of such title, completed by a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces includes questions
about the consent of the member to fertility
preservation procedures under subsection (a)
and about rights, ownership, and use of re-
productive genetic material.

SEC.  14. CRYOPRESERVATION AND STORAGE
OF REPRODUCTIVE GENETIC MATE-
RIAL OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall provide members of the Armed Forces
on active duty with the opportunity for re-
trieval, testing, cryopreservation, shipping,
and storage of their reproductive genetic
material, such as sperm or oocytes, prior
to—

(1) deployment to a combat zone; or

(2) a duty assignment that includes a haz-
ardous assignment, including—

(A) assignments resulting in exposure to
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances; and

(B) such other assignments as determined
by the Secretary.

(b) PERIOD OF TIME.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide for the retrieval, testing,
cryopreservation, shipping, and storage of
reproductive genetic material of any mem-
ber of the Armed Forces under subsection
(a), at no cost to the member, until the date
that is one year after the retirement, separa-
tion, or release of the member from the
Armed Forces.

(2) CONTINUED CRYOPRESERVATION AND
STORAGE.—At the end of the one-year period
specified in paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall permit an individual whose reproduc-
tive genetic material was cryopreserved and
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stored as described in that paragraph to se-
lect, including pursuant to an advance med-
ical directive or military testamentary in-
strument completed under subsection (c),
one of the following options:

(A) To continue such cryopreservation and
storage in such facility with the cost of such
cryopreservation and storage borne by the
individual.

(B) To transfer the material to a private
cryopreservation and storage facility se-
lected by the individual.

(c) ADVANCE MEDICAL DIRECTIVE AND MILI-
TARY TESTAMENTARY INSTRUMENT.—A mem-
ber of the Armed Forces who elects to
cryopreserve and store their reproductive ge-
netic material under this section must com-
plete an advance medical directive, as de-
fined in section 1044c(b) of title 10, United
States Code, and a military testamentary in-
strument, as defined in section 1044d(b) of
such title, that explicitly specifies the use of
their cryopreserved and stored reproductive
genetic material if such member dies or oth-
erwise loses the capacity to consent to the
use of their cryopreserved and stored repro-
ductive genetic material.

SEC. 15. ASSISTANCE WITH AND CONTINUITY
OF CARE REGARDING REPRODUC-
TIVE AND FERTILITY PRESERVA-
TION SERVICES.

The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that
employees of the Department of Defense as-
sist members of the Armed Forces—

(1) in navigating the services provided
under this subtitle;

(2) in finding a provider that meets the
needs of such members with respect to such
services; and

(3) in continuing the receipt of such serv-
ices without interruption during a perma-
nent change of station for such members.
SEC. __ 16. COORDINATION BETWEEN DEPART-

MENT OF DEFENSE AND DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ON
FURNISHING OF FERTILITY TREAT-
MENT AND COUNSELING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
share best practices and facilitate referrals,
as they consider appropriate, on the fur-
nishing of fertility treatment and counseling
to individuals eligible for the receipt of such
counseling and treatment from each such
Secretary.

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall enter into a memo-
randum of understanding—

(1) regarding coordination of fertility pres-
ervation care and continuation of coverage,
without interruption, for a member of the
Armed Forces who is transitioning to vet-
eran status; and

(2) authorizing the Department of Veterans
Affairs to compensate the Department of De-
fense for the cryopreservation, transpor-
tation, and storage of reproductive genetic
material of veterans under [section
_ 14()(2)(A)].

SEC.  17. REGULATIONS.

Not later than two years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall prescribe regulations to carry
out this subtitle.

Subtitle B—Reproductive and Adoption
Assistance for Veterans

__21. INCLUSION OF FERTILITY TREAT-
MENT AND COUNSELING UNDER
DEFINITION OF MEDICAL SERVICES.

Section 1701(6) of title 38, United States

Code, is amended by adding at the end the

following new subparagraph:

‘“(J) Fertility treatment and counseling
under section 1720M of this title.”.
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SEC. __ 22. FERTILITY TREATMENT AND COUN-
SELING FOR CERTAIN VETERANS
AND SPOUSES, PARTNERS, AND GES-
TATIONAL SURROGATES OF SUCH
VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“§1720M. Fertility treatment and counseling
for certain veterans and spouses, partners,
and gestational surrogates of such veterans
‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, including the
surrogacy laws of any State, the Secretary
shall furnish fertility treatment and coun-
seling for the benefit of a covered veteran to
the veteran and the spouse, partner, gamete
donor, or gestational surrogate of the vet-
eran if the veteran, and the spouse, partner,
gamete donor, or gestational surrogate of
the veteran, as applicable, each provide in-
formed consent for such treatment and coun-
seling, including for each cycle of treatment
authorized under this section, through a
process prescribed by the Secretary.

‘(2) PROVISION OF TREATMENT AND COUN-
SELING.—Fertility treatment and counseling
shall be furnished under paragraph (1) with-
out regard to the sex, sexual characteristics,
gender identity, sexual orientation, infer-
tility diagnosis, or marital status of the cov-
ered veteran or their spouse or partner.

¢“(3) IN VITRO FERTILIZATION.—In the case of
in vitro fertilization treatment furnished
under paragraph (1), the Secretary may fur-
nish to an individual under such paragraph—

““(A) not more than three completed oocyte
retrievals; and

“(B) unlimited embryo transfers.

‘“(4) CoPAYMENT.—The Secretary shall only
furnish fertility treatment and counseling
under paragraph (1) to a covered veteran who
is required to pay to the United States a co-
payment amount as a condition for the re-
ceipt of hospital care, medical services, or
medications under this chapter if the cov-
ered veteran agrees to pay such applicable
copayment amount to the United States for
such treatment and counseling.

‘“(b) PROCUREMENT OF REPRODUCTIVE GE-
NETIC MATERIAL.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a covered veteran is
unable to provide their reproductive genetic
material for purposes of fertility treatment
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall, at
the election of such veteran—

‘““(A) allow such veteran to receive such
treatment with donated reproductive genetic
material, if the donor provides informed con-
sent for use of such material; and

‘“(B) pay or reimburse the veteran, donor,
or a party acting on behalf of the donor the
reasonable costs of procuring such material
from the donor.

‘‘(2) OTHER EXPENSES.—The Secretary may
pay or reimburse a covered veteran a reason-
able amount for personal travel and inci-
dental expenses associated with procuring
material from a donor under paragraph (1).

‘‘(c) OUTREACH AND TRAINING.—The Sec-
retary shall carry out an outreach and train-
ing program to ensure veterans and health
care providers of the Department are aware
of—

‘(1) the availability of and eligibility re-
quirements for fertility treatment and coun-
seling under this section; and

‘‘(2) any changes to fertility treatment and
counseling covered under this section.

‘(d) OWNERSHIP, USE, OR DISPOSITION OF
REPRODUCTIVE GENETIC MATERIAL.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Issues or disputes re-
garding ownership of reproductive genetic
material or future use or disposition of such
material shall be the sole responsibility of
the covered veteran and the spouse, partner,
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or gestational surrogate of the veteran, as
applicable, and the private facility storing
such material.

‘(2) ROLE OF DEPARTMENT.—The role of the
Secretary under this section is limited to
furnishing the treatment and counseling re-
quired under this section when requested by
a covered veteran and determined necessary
by the Secretary.

““(3) OWNERSHIP AND CUSTODY OF REPRODUC-
TIVE GENETIC MATERIAL.—The Secretary will
not have ownership or custody of any repro-
ductive genetic material obtained pursuant
to treatment under this section and will not
be involved in the ultimate disposition of
such material or disputes between or among
any parties with respect to such material.

‘“(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to require the
Secretary—

‘(1) to find or certify a gestational surro-
gate for a covered veteran or to connect a
gestational surrogate with a covered vet-
eran; or

‘“(2) to furnish maternity care to a covered
veteran or spouse, partner, or gestational
surrogate of a covered veteran beyond what
is otherwise required or authorized by law.

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘covered veteran’ means a
veteran who is enrolled in the system of an-
nual patient enrollment established under
section 1705(a) of this title.

‘(2) The term ‘fertility treatment’ includes
the following:

‘“(A) Preservation of human oocytes,
sperm, or embryos.
‘(B) Artificial insemination, including

intravaginal insemination, intracervical in-
semination, and intrauterine insemination.

‘“(C) Assisted reproductive technology, in-
cluding in vitro fertilization and other treat-
ments or procedures in which reproductive
genetic material, such as oocytes, sperm, or
embryos, are handled, when clinically appro-
priate.

‘(D) Genetic testing of embryos.

‘“(E) Medications prescribed or obtained
over-the-counter, as indicated for fertility.

‘(F) Gamete donation.

‘(G) Such other information, referrals,
treatments, procedures, medications, labora-
tory testing, technologies, and services re-
lating to fertility as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

‘“(3) The term ‘gestational surrogate’
means an adult, who is not the intended par-
ent, who enters into a surrogacy agreement
to become pregnant through in vitro fer-
tilization using gametes that are not the
gametes of that individual.

‘“(4) The term ‘partner’, with respect to a
covered veteran, means an individual se-
lected by the veteran who agrees to be a par-
ent, with the veteran, of a child born as a re-
sult of the use of any fertility treatment
under this section.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 1720L the following
new item:

““1720M. Fertility treatment and counseling
for certain  veterans and
spouses, partners, and gesta-
tional surrogates of such vet-
erans.”’.

(c) SUNSET OF EXISTING AUTHORITY.—The
authority under section 234 of the Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024 (division A
of Public Law 118-42), or any similar author-
ity subsequently enacted by law, shall cease
on the effective date of regulations pre-
scribed to carry out section 1720M of title 38,
United States Code, as added by subsection
(a).

March 18, 2026

23, ADOPTION ASSISTANCE FOR CER-
TAIN VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VIII of chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§1790. Adoption assistance

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pay
an amount, not to exceed the limitation
amount, to assist a covered veteran in the
adoption of one or more children, without re-
gard to the sex, gender identity, sexual ori-
entation, or marital status of the covered
veteran.

‘“(b) LIMITATION AMOUNT.—For purposes of
this section, the limitation amount is the
amount equal to the cost the Department
would incur by paying the expenses of not
more than three adoptions by covered vet-
erans, as determined by the Secretary.

“(c) COVERED VETERAN DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘covered veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 1720M(f)
of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 1789 the following
new item:
¢1790. Adoption assistance.”.

SEC. 24. ASSISTANCE WITH AND CONTINUITY

OF CARE REGARDING REPRODUC-
TIVE AND FERTILITY PRESERVA-
TION SERVICES.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall en-
sure that employees of the Department of
Veterans Affairs assist veterans—

(1) in navigating the services provided
under this subtitle and the amendments
made by this subtitle;

(2) in finding a provider that meets the
needs of such veterans with respect to such
services; and

(3) in continuing the receipt of such serv-
ices without interruption if such veterans
move to a different geographic location.

SEC.  25. FACILITATION OF REPRODUCTION

AND INFERTILITY RESEARCH.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
73 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“§7330E. Facilitation of reproduction and in-

fertility research

‘“(a) FACILITATION OF RESEARCH RE-
QUIRED.—The Secretary shall facilitate re-
search conducted collaboratively by the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to improve the
ability of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to meet the long-term reproductive
health care needs of veterans who have a
condition that affects the ability of the indi-
vidual to reproduce.

“(b) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION.—The
Secretary shall ensure that information pro-
duced by the research facilitated under this
section that may be useful for other activi-
ties of the Veterans Health Administration
is disseminated throughout the Veterans
Health Administration.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 73 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 7330D the following
new item:

“7330E. Facilitation of reproduction and in-

fertility research.”.

___26. REGULATIONS ON FURNISHING OF
FERTILITY TREATMENT AND COUN-
SELING AND ADOPTION ASSISTANCE
BY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

Not later than two years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall prescribe regula-
tions—

SEC.

SEC.
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(1) to carry out section 1720M of title 38,
United States Code, as added by [section
_22(a)); and

(2) to carry out section 1790 of such title, as
added by [section  23(a)].

SA 4638. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. PROHIBITION AGAINST DETAINING OR

USING PHYSICAL RESTRAINTS ON
CERTAIN WOMEN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An agent or officer of the
Department of Homeland Security may not
detain any woman who is pregnant, nursing,
or in postpartum recovery unless the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security makes an indi-
vidualized determination that such woman
presents a threat to public safety or the na-
tional security of the United States.

(b) LIMITATION ON THE USE OF RE-
STRAINTS.—

(1) DEFINED TERM.—The term ‘‘restraint’”—

(A) means any physical restraint or me-
chanical device used to control the move-
ment of the body or limbs of an individual’s
body for custody purposes, including—

(i) flex cuffs;

(ii) soft restraints;

(iii) hard metal handcuffs;

(iv) a black box;

(v) Chubb cuffs;

(vi) leg irons;

(vii) belly chains;

(viii) a security (tether) chain;

(ix) a convex shield; and

(x) any other type of shackles; and

(B) does not include medical restraints.

(2) LIMITATION.—An agent or officer of the
Department of Homeland Security may not
use a restraint on a woman described in sub-
section (a), including during labor, transport
to a medical facility or birthing center, de-
livery, or postpartum recovery.

SA 4639. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION B—CHILD CARE
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Child

Care for Working Families Act”’.
TITLE I—CHILD CARE AND EARLY
LEARNING PROGRAM
SEC. 101. BIRTH THROUGH FIVE CHILD CARE
AND EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM.

(a) CHILD CARE DEFINITIONS.—The defini-
tions in section 658P of the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 9858n) shall apply to this section, ex-
cept as provided in subsection (b) and as oth-
erwise specified.

(b) ADDITIONAL DEFINITIONS.—In this sec-
tion:

(1) APPRENTICESHIP.—The term ‘‘appren-
ticeship’ means an apprenticeship registered
under the Act of August 16, 1937 (commonly
known as the ‘National Apprenticeship
Act’’; 50 Stat. 664, chapter 663; 29 U.S.C. 50 et
seq.).

(2) CHILD CARE CERTIFICATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘child care cer-
tificate’” means a certificate (that may be a
check or other disbursement) that is issued
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by a State, Tribal, territorial, or local gov-
ernment under this section directly to a par-
ent who shall use such certificate only as
payment for child care services or as a de-
posit for child care services if such a deposit
is required of other children being cared for
by the provider.

(B) RULE.—Nothing in this section shall
preclude the use of such certificates for sec-
tarian child care services if freely chosen by
the parent. For the purposes of this section,
child care certificates shall be considered in-
direct Federal financial assistance to the
provider.

(3) CHILD EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS.—
The term ‘‘child experiencing homelessness’’
means an individual who is a homeless child
or youth under section 725 of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11434a).

(4) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
activity’’, with respect to a parent, shall in-
clude, at minimum, activities consisting of—

(A) full-time or part-time employment;

(B) self-employment;

(C) job search activities;

(D) secondary, postsecondary, or adult edu-
cation, including education through a pro-
gram of high school classes, a course of
study at an institution of higher education,
classes towards an equivalent of a high
school diploma recognized by State law, or
English as a second language classes;

(E) health treatment (including mental
health and substance use treatment) for a
condition that prevents the parent from par-
ticipating in other eligible activities;

(F) activities to prevent child abuse and
neglect, or family violence prevention or
intervention activities;

(G) employment and training activities, in-
cluding job training, under the Workforce In-
novation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3101
et seq.); and

(H) taking leave under the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993 (29 U.S.C. 2601 et
seq.) (or equivalent provisions for Federal
employees), a State or local paid or unpaid
leave law, or a program of employer-provided
leave.

(5) ELIGIBLE CHILD.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible child”
means an individual—

(i) who is less than 6 years of age;

(ii) who is not yet in kindergarten; and

(iii) who—

(I) resides with a parent or parents who are
participating in an eligible activity;

(IT) is included in a population of vulner-
able children identified by the lead agency
involved, which at a minimum shall include
children with disabilities, infants and tod-
dlers with disabilities, children experiencing
homelessness, children in foster care, chil-
dren in kinship care, children in a family
that is eligible for assistance through the
special supplemental nutrition program for
women, infants, and children established by
section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966
(42 U.S.C. 1786), a household that is eligible
to receive assistance through the supple-
mental nutrition assistance program estab-
lished under the Food and Nutrition Act of
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), or a family that is
eligible to receive assistance through the
program of block grants to States for tem-
porary assistance for needy families estab-
lished under part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), and chil-
dren who are receiving, or need to receive,
child protective services; or

(III) resides with—

(aa) a parent who is more than 65 years of
age;

(bb) a parent who is employed by an eligi-
ble child care provider; or
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(cc) a parent who is enrolled in high school
and has not exceeded the maximum age of
enrollment in high school.

(B) LONGER-TERM PERIOD ELIGIBILITY.—An
individual who is determined to be an eligi-
ble child shall not be required to reverify eli-
gibility for purposes of this title during the
period after the determination and before
the individual becomes 6 years of age or en-
ters kindergarten, whichever occurs earlier.

(6) ELIGIBLE CHILD CARE PROVIDER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible child
care provider” means a center-based child
care provider, a family child care provider,
or other provider of child care services for
compensation that—

(i) is licensed to provide child care services
under State law applicable to the child care
services it provides or, in the case of an In-
dian Tribe or Tribal organization, meets the
rules set by the Secretary;

(ii) participates in the State’s tiered sys-
tem for recognizing and supporting the qual-
ity of child care services described in sub-
section (f)(3)(B), or, in the case of an Indian
Tribe or Tribal organization, meets the rules
set by the Secretary—

(I) not later than 4 years after the State
first receives funds under this section; and

(IT) for the remainder of the period for
which the provider receives funds under this
section; and

(iii) satisfies the State and local require-
ments, including those requirements de-
scribed in section 658E(c)(2)(I) of the Child
Care and Development Block Grant Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858c(c)(2)(I)), applicable to
the child care services it provides.

(B) SPECIAL RULE.—A child care provider
who is eligible to provide child care services
in a State for children receiving assistance
under the Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857 et seq.) on
the date the State submits an application for
funds under this section, and remains in
compliance with any licensing or registra-
tion standards, or regulations, of the State,
shall be deemed to be an eligible child care
provider under this section for 3.5 years after
the State first receives funding under this
section.

(7) FMAP.—The term “FMAP” has the
meaning given the term ‘‘Federal medical
assistance percentage’ in the first sentence
of section 1905(b) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1396d(b)).

(8) FAMILY CHILD CARE PROVIDER.—The
term ‘‘family child care provider’’ means one
or more individuals who provide child care
services, in a private residence other than
the residences of the children involved, for
less than 24 hours per day per child, or for 24
hours per day per child due to the nature of
the work of the parent involved.

(9) INCLUSIVE CARE.—The term ‘‘inclusive”’,
with respect to care (including child care),
means care provided by an eligible child care
provider—

(A) for whom the percentage of children
served by the provider who are children with
disabilities or infants or toddlers with dis-
abilities reflects the prevalence of children
with disabilities and infants and toddlers
with disabilities (whichever the provider
serves) among children within the State in-
volved; and

(B) that provides care and full participa-
tion for children with disabilities and infants
and toddlers with disabilities (whichever the
provider serves) alongside children who are—

(i) not children with disabilities; and

(ii) not infants and toddlers with disabil-
ities.

(10) INFANT OR TODDLER.—The term ‘‘infant
or toddler” means an individual who is less
than 3 years of age.

(11) INFANT OR TODDLER WITH A DIS-
ABILITY.—The term ‘“‘infant or toddler with a
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disability’ has the meaning given the term
in section 632 of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1432).

(12) LEAD AGENCY.—The term ‘‘lead agen-
cy’”’ means the agency designated under sub-
section (e).

(13) PROVIDER TYPE.—The term ‘‘provider
type’’ means a type that is—

(A) a center-based child care provider;

(B) a family child care provider; or

(C) another non-center-based child care
provider.

(14) RECOGNIZED POSTSECONDARY CREDEN-
TIAL.—The term ‘‘recognized postsecondary
credential’” has the meaning given the term
in section 3 of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(15) STAFFED FAMILY CHILD CARE NET-
WORK.—The term ‘‘staffed family child care
network’ means a nonprofit organization or
nonprofit cooperative—

(A) that may be a component of a child
care resource and referral organization;

(B) that has at least one paid staff mem-
ber; and

(C) that offers evidence-based professional
development, quality improvement support,
business support, and technical assistance,
including on achieving licensure as a child
care provider, to family child care providers.

(16) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means any
of the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

(17) TERRITORY.—The term ‘‘territory”’
means the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands of the United States,
Guam, American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(c) APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) ENTITLEMENT.—In addition to amounts
otherwise available, there is appropriated to
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, such sums as may be
necessary for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2032, for payments to States, terri-
tories, and Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations, and for carrying out this section
(other than carrying out activities described
in paragraph (2) or (3)).

(2) GRANTS TO LOCALITIES; AWARDS TO HEAD
START AGENCIES.—In addition to amounts
otherwise available, there is appropriated to
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices for fiscal year 2027, out of any money in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,
$20,000,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2032, to carry out the programs of
grants to localities and awards to Head Start
agencies described in subsection (i).

(3) FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION.—In addition
to amounts otherwise available, there is ap-
propriated to the Department of Health and
Human Services for fiscal year 2027, out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, $1,300,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2032, to carry out sub-
sections (k) and (1).

(d) ESTABLISHMENT OF BIRTH THROUGH FIVE
CHILD CARE AND EARLY LEARNING ENTITLE-
MENT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to administer a child care and early
learning entitlement program under which
an eligible child, in a State, territory, or In-
dian Tribe, or served by a Tribal organiza-
tion with an approved application under sub-
section (f) or (g), shall be provided an oppor-
tunity to obtain high-quality child care serv-
ices, subject to the requirements of this sec-
tion.

(2) ASSISTANCE FOR EVERY ELIGIBLE CHILD.—
Beginning on October 1, 2027, every child who
applies for assistance under this section, who
is in a State with an approved application
under subsection (f), or in a territory or In-
dian Tribe or served by a Tribal organization
with an approved application under sub-
section (g), and who is determined, by a lead
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agency (or other entity designated by a lead
agency) for the State, territory, Indian
Tribe, or Tribal organization involved, fol-
lowing standards and procedures established
by the Secretary by rule, to be an eligible
child, shall be offered and shall be entitled to
receive assistance for direct child care serv-
ices in accordance with and subject to the re-
quirements and limitations of this section.

(e) LEAD AGENCY.—The Governor of a State
or the head of a territory or Indian Tribe, de-
siring for the State, territory, or Indian
tribe or a related tribal organization to re-
ceive a payment under this section, shall
designate a lead agency (such as a State
agency or joint interagency office) to admin-
ister the child care program carried out
under this section.

(f) APPLICATIONS AND STATE PLANS.—

(1) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive
assistance under this section, a State shall
prepare and submit to the Secretary for ap-
proval an application containing a State
plan that meets the requirements under
paragraph (3) and contains that information.

(2) PERIOD COVERED BY PLAN.—A State plan
contained in the application shall be de-
signed to be implemented during a period of
not more than 3 years.

(3) REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE PLANS.—The
Secretary shall award funds under this sec-
tion to States with an approved application
that contains a State plan, submitted under
paragraph (1), at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary shall by rule require, including, at a
minimum, the following:

(A) PAYMENT RATES AND COST ESTIMATION.—

(i) PAYMENT RATES.—The State plan shall
certify that payment rates for the provision
of direct child care services for which assist-
ance is provided in accordance with this sec-
tion for the period covered by the plan, with-
in 3 years after the State first receives funds
under this section—

(I) will be sufficient to meet the cost of
child care (including fixed costs such as rent
or mortgage and salaries), and set (with pay
being paid) in accordance with a cost esti-
mation model or cost study described in
clause (ii) that is approved by the Secretary;
and

(IT) will correspond to differences in qual-
ity (including improved quality) based on
the State’s tiered system for recognizing and
supporting the quality of child care services
described in subparagraph (B).

(ii) CoST ESTIMATION.—Such State plan
shall—

(I) demonstrate that the State has, after
consulting with the entities and administra-
tors described in subclause (II), developed
and uses a statistically valid and reliable
cost estimation model or cost study for the
payment rates for direct child care services
in the State (that are sufficient to cover pro-
viders’ fixed costs and take into account
payments made through BASE grants under
title II), for the cost of child care at each of
the tiers of the State’s tiered system for rec-
ognizing and supporting the quality of child
care services described in subparagraph (B),
and for variations in the cost of direct child
care services by geographic area, provider
type, and age of child, and the additional
costs associated with providing inclusive
care;

(IT) certify that the entities and adminis-
trators consulted included the State Advi-
sory Council on Early Childhood Education
and Care designated or established in section
642B(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9837Tb(b)(1)(A)({)) (including State
Head Start collaboration office directors),
administrators of local child care programs
and Head Start agencies, organizations rep-
resenting child care directors, teachers, and
other staff, local child care resource and re-
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ferral organizations, organizations rep-
resenting parents of children with disabil-
ities and parents of infants and toddlers with
disabilities, the State interagency coordi-
nating council established under section 641
of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1441), the State advi-
sory panel established under section
612(a)(21) of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(21)), organi-
zations and labor organizations representing
child care providers, and other appropriate
entities;

(IIT) certify that the State—

(aa) not later than 30 days after finalizing
the cost estimation model or cost study,
published a detailed report containing the
child care costs estimated with the cost esti-
mation model or cost study, and including
an explanation detailing how the wage re-
quirements described in subclause (IV)(cc)
were applied in the estimation of such costs;
and

(bb) not later than 60 days after publishing
the report, established a system to receive
public comment on the report about making
changes to the cost estimation model or cost
study, provided an opportunity for the public
to comment on the report through that sys-
tem, and submitted the report to the Sec-
retary;

(IV) certify that the State’s payment rates
for direct child care services for which as-
sistance is provided in accordance with this
section—

(aa) are set (with pay being paid) in accord-
ance with the most recent estimates from
the most recent cost estimation model or
cost study under subclause (I), so that pro-
viders at each tier of the tiered system for
recognizing and supporting the quality of
child care services described in subparagraph
(B) receive a payment that is sufficient to
fully meet the requirements of such tier;

(bb) are set so as to provide payments to
providers not at the top tier of the tiered
system that are sufficient to enable the pro-
viders to increase quality to meet the re-
quirements for the next tier;

(cc) ensure adequate wages for staff of
child care providers providing such direct
child care services that—

(AA) at a minimum, provide a living wage
for all staff of such child care providers; and

(BB) are equivalent to wages for elemen-
tary educators with similar credentials and
experience in the State; and

(dd) are adjusted on an annual basis for
cost-of-living increases to ensure those pay-
ment rates remain sufficient to meet the re-
quirements of this section;

(V) certify that the State will update, not
less often than once every 3 years, the cost
estimation model or cost study, following
the process and in accordance with the re-
quirements of this subparagraph; and

(VI) certify that the State has established
a system for appeals of the child care costs
estimated with the cost estimation model or
cost study.

(iii) PAYMENT PRACTICES.—Such State plan
shall include an assurance that the State
will implement payment practices that sup-
port the fixed costs of providing direct child
care services.

(B) TIERED SYSTEM FOR RECOGNIZING AND
SUPPORTING THE QUALITY OF CHILD CARE SERV-
ICES.—Such State plan shall certify that the
State has implemented, or assure that the
State will develop or revise within 3 years
after first receiving funds under this section,
with input (from early childhood education
and development experts, from a diverse
group of child care providers of a variety of
provider types, from families, and from orga-
nizations representing child care directors,
teachers, and other staff), a tiered system for
recognizing and supporting the quality of
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child care services for which assistance is
made available under this section, and that
are inclusive and appropriate for such child
care providers. Such tiered system shall—

(i) include a set of standards, for deter-
mining the tier of quality of a child care pro-
vider, that—

(I) uses standards for a highest tier that at
a minimum are equivalent to Head Start
program performance standards described in
section 641A(a)(1)(B) of the Head Start Act
(42 U.S.C. 9836a(a)(1)(B)) or other equivalent
evidence-based standards approved by the
Secretary;

(IT) includes quality indicators and thresh-
olds that are appropriate for child develop-
ment for different types of provider types,
including center-based child care providers
and family child care providers, and are ap-
propriate for providers serving different age
groups (including mixed age groups) of chil-
dren; and

(ITIT) aligns standards for the lowest tier
with State licensing requirements for child
care providers described in subparagraph (K);

(ii) include a different set of standards that
includes indicators, when appropriate, for
care during nontraditional hours of oper-
ation; and

(iii) provide for sufficient resources and
supports for child care providers at tiers
lower than the highest tier to facilitate pro-
gression toward meeting higher quality
standards.

(C) ACHIEVING HIGH QUALITY FOR ALL CHIL-
DREN.—Such State plan shall certify the
State has implemented, or will implement
within 3 years after first receiving funds
under this section, policies and financing
practices that will ensure all eligible chil-
dren can choose to attend child care, with
services provided by any of a variety of pro-
vider types including family child care pro-
viders, at the highest quality tier within 10
years after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(D) NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PROVIDERS
AT EACH TIER AND OTHER CHARACTERISTICS.—
Such plan shall provide information on the
number and percentage of eligible child care
providers, disaggregated (unless the
disaggregation involved would reveal person-
ally identifiable information about an indi-
vidual provider or child) by—

(i) the tier of a provider’s services on the
State’s tiered system for recognizing and
supporting the quality of child care services
described in subparagraph (B);

(ii) the primary language of the provider;

(iii) the race and ethnicity of the children
served;

(iv) the age of the children;

(v) the disability status of the children;
and

(vi) the primary language of the children.

(E) COMPENSATION.—Such plan shall pro-
vide a certification that the State has or will
have within 3 years after first receiving
funds under this section, a wage ladder for
staff of eligible child care providers receiving
assistance under this section, including a
certification that wages for such staff, at a
minimum, will meet the requirements of
subparagraph (A)(ii)(IV)(ce).

(F) SLIDING FEE SCALE FOR COPAYMENTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii)(I), the State plan shall provide an
assurance that the State will for the period
covered by the plan use a sliding fee scale,
which shall gradually increase copayments
as a percentage of family income for families
with greater family incomes as described in
clause (ii), to determine a copayment for a
family receiving assistance under this sec-
tion (or, for a family receiving part-time
care, a reduced copayment that is the pro-
portionate amount of the full copayment).
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(ii) SLIDING FEE SCALE.—A full copayment
described in clause (i) shall be determined
using a sliding fee scale that provides that,
for a family with a family income—

(I) of not more than 85 percent of the State
median income for a family of the same size,
the family shall not pay a copayment, to-
ward the cost of the child care involved for
all eligible children in the family;

(IT) of more than 85 percent but not more
than 100 percent of the State median income
for a family of the same size, the copayment
shall be more than 0 but not more than 2 per-
cent of that family income, toward such cost
for all such children;

(III) of more than 100 percent but not more
than 125 percent of the State median income
for a family of the same size, the copayment
shall be more than 2 but not more than 4 per-
cent of that family income, toward such cost
for all such children;

(IV) of more than 125 percent but not more
than 150 percent of the State median income
for a family of the same size, the copayment
shall be more than 4 but not more than 7 per-
cent of that family income, toward such cost
for all such children; and

(V) of more than 150 percent of the State
median income for a family of the same size,
the copayment shall be 7 percent of that
family income, toward such cost for all such
children.

(G) PROHIBITION ON CHARGING MORE THAN
COPAYMENT.—The State plan shall certify
that, after the State develops and uses the
cost estimation model or cost study de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii), the State
will not permit a child care provider receiv-
ing financial assistance under this section to
charge, for direct child care services for an
eligible child, more than the total of—

(i) the financial assistance provided for the
child under this section; and

(ii) any applicable copayment pursuant to
subparagraph (F).

(H) REDUCTION OF BARRIERS.—The State
plan shall assure that each child who re-
ceives assistance under this section will be
considered to meet all eligibility require-
ments for such assistance, and will receive
such assistance, for not less than 12 months
unless the child has aged out of the program,
and the child’s eligibility determination and
redetermination, including any determina-
tion based on the State’s definition of eligi-
ble activities, shall be implemented in a
manner that supports child well-being and
reduces barriers to enrollment, including
continuity of services.

(I) POLICIES TO SUPPORT ACCESS TO CHILD
CARE FOR UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS.—The
State plan shall demonstrate that the State
will prioritize increasing access to, and the
quality and the supply of, child care in the
State for underserved populations, including
at a minimum, children from low-income
families, children in underserved areas, in-
fants and toddlers, children with disabilities
and infants and toddlers with disabilities,
children who are dual language learners,
children experiencing homelessness, children
in foster or kinship care, children who re-
ceive care during nontraditional hours, and
vulnerable children as defined by the lead
agency pursuant to subsection
()G)(A)IDHAD.

(J) PoLICIES.—The State plan shall include
a certification that the State will apply,
under this section, the policies and proce-
dures described in subparagraphs (A), (B), (I),
(), (K)@), (R), and (U) of section 6568E(c)(2) of
the Child Care and Development Block Grant
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858c(c)(2)), and the
policies and procedures described in section
658H of such Act (42 U.S.C. 9858f), to child
care services provided under this section.

(K) LICENSING.—
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(i) CONSULTATION.—The State plan shall
demonstrate that the State has consulted or
will consult with organizations (including
labor organizations and child care and early
learning organizations) representing eligible
child care providers (including family child
care providers), child care associations, child
care directors, teachers, or other staff (in-
cluding directors, teachers, or staff from
child care providers serving higher propor-
tions of underserved populations as identi-
fied under subparagraph (1)), early childhood
education and development experts, mater-
nal and child health experts, and families in
the development of licensing standards de-
scribed in this subparagraph, including iden-
tifying barriers to such licensing for child
care providers who are exempt from such li-
censing under the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857 et
seq.).

(ii) LICENSING STANDARDS.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The State plan shall cer-
tify that the State will develop or revise,
within 2.5 years after first receiving funds
under this section, licensing standards ap-
propriate for child care providers of a variety
of provider types and provider sizes (which
may, when appropriate, include a different
set of licensing standards with respect to
care during nontraditional hours of oper-
ation) and a pathway to licensure described
in this clause that is available to and appro-
priate for such child care providers, that will
offer providers eligible under the Child Care
and Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 9857 et seq.) a reasonable pathway to
become eligible providers under this section,
and that will assure an adequate supply of
child care.

(IT) DETERMINATION.—For purposes of sub-
clause (I), provider size shall be determined
by measuring the number of children served
by the provider.

(iii) TIMELINE.—Such plan shall describe
the timeline the State will use to ensure suf-
ficient time for providers described in sub-
section (b)(6)(B) to comply with such licens-
ing standards in order to remain eligible pro-
viders after 3.5 years after the State first re-
ceives funding under this section.

(iv) FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR PROVIDERS.—
Such plan shall describe how the State will
use funds reserved under subsection (h)(3)(A)
to enable a variety of provider types to
achieve licensure, including paying for the
costs of required background checks, health
screening, and initial and ongoing training,
and other costs associated with achieving li-
censure.

(L) PROHIBITION ON SUSPENSIONS, EXPUL-
SIONS, AND AVERSIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVEN-
TIONS.—The State plan shall provide an as-
surance that the State will—

(i) provide assistance to carry out this sec-
tion only to eligible child care providers that
prohibit—

(I) the use of suspension and expulsion of
children; and

(IT) the use of aversive behavioral interven-
tions; and

(ii) provide training resources to eligible
child care providers and information to fami-
lies to support the prohibition of practices
described in subclauses (I) and (II) of clause
).

(M) MULTITIERED SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT.—
The State plan shall provide an assurance
that the State will provide assistance to eli-
gible child care providers to implement
multitiered systems of support such as sys-
tems with positive behavioral interventions
and supports, infant and early childhood
mental health consultation and trauma-in-
formed care that promote positive social and
emotional development and reduce chal-
lenging behaviors.

(N) ENROLLMENT PRACTICES.—
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(i) IN GENERAL.—The State plan shall de-
scribe how the lead agency will ensure that
families have access to a low-barrier enroll-
ment (including re-enrollment) process that
is accessible to and minimizes burdens for
families with diverse characteristics, by im-
plementing activities such as allowing for
simplified enrollment for siblings, coordi-
nating with other State agencies to stream-
line enrollment processes across public as-
sistance programs, requiring minimal paper-
work, allowing for enrollment through a
State or local website, and providing flexible
submission deadlines.

(ii) DEFINITION.—In this subparagraph, the
term ‘‘family with diverse characteristics”
includes families with adults with disabil-
ities, with children with disabilities, or with
infants and toddlers with disabilities, fami-
lies experiencing homelessness, families with
limited access to internet connectivity, fam-
ilies living in rural areas, families of dual
language learners, and families with children
in underserved populations identified under
subparagraph (I).

(O) IMPLEMENTATION FOR LOW-INCOME FAMI-
LIES.—The State plan shall include a certifi-
cation that the applicant, not later than Oc-
tober 1, 2027, will provide assistance de-
scribed in subsection (d)(2) to every child in
the State who is described in that sub-
section, and is from a family with a family
income of not more than 85 percent of the
State median income for a family of the
same size, before the applicant expands the
program involved to provide such assistance
to children from additional families.

(g) PAYMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2027 through 2032:

(A) CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE FOR ELIGIBLE
CHILDREN.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pay to
each State with an approved application
under subsection (f), and that State shall be
entitled to, an amount for each quarter
equal to 90 percent of expenditures (which
shall be the Federal share of such expendi-
tures) in the quarter for direct child care
services described under subsection (h)(2) for
eligible children.

(ii) EXCEPTION.—Funds reserved from the
total under subsection (h)(3) shall be subject
to subparagraph (B).

(iii) PROHIBITION.—Activities described in
subparagraph (B) or (C) may not be included
in the cost of direct child care services de-
scribed in this subparagraph.

(B) ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND
SUPPLY OF CHILD CARE SERVICES.—The Sec-
retary shall pay to each State with such an
approved application, and that State shall be
entitled to, the FMAP of expenditures
(which shall be the Federal share of such ex-
penditures) to carry out activities to im-
prove the quality and supply of child care
services under subsection (h)(3) subject to
the limit specified in subparagraph (A) of
such subsection.

(C) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall
pay to each State with such an approved ap-
plication, and that State shall be entitled to,
an amount equal to 50 percent of expendi-
tures (which shall be the Federal share of
such expenditures) for the costs of adminis-
tration incurred by the State—

(i) which shall include costs incurred by
the State in carrying out the child care pro-
gram established in this section; and

(ii) which may include, at the option of the
State, costs associated with carrying out re-
quirements, policies, and procedures de-
scribed in section 6568H of the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 9858f).

(2) ADVANCE PAYMENT; RETROSPECTIVE AD-
JUSTMENT.—For each of fiscal years 2027
through 2032, the Secretary shall make pay-
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ments under this subsection for a period on
the basis of advance estimates of expendi-
tures submitted by the State and such other
investigation as the Secretary may find nec-
essary, and shall reduce or increase the pay-
ments as necessary to adjust for any over-
payment or underpayment for previous peri-
ods. No interest shall be charged or paid on
any amount due because of an overpayment
or underpayment for previous periods.

(3) TERRITORIES AND TRIBES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2027 through 2032, from amounts appro-
priated under subsection (¢)(1) the Secretary
shall make payments to territories, and In-
dian Tribes and Tribal organizations, as the
case may be, with applications submitted as
described in subparagraph (B), and approved
by the Secretary for the purpose of carrying
out the child care program described in this
section, consistent, to the extent practicable
as determined by the Secretary (subject to
subsection (d)(2)), with the requirements ap-
plicable to States.

(B) APPLICATIONS.—

(i) TRIBAL APPLICATIONS.—An Indian Tribe
or Tribal organization seeking a payment
under this paragraph shall submit an appli-
cation to the Secretary at such time, in such
manner, and containing such information as
the Secretary may specify, including—

(I) a certification described in subsection
(£)(3)(0), except that each reference in the
subsection to ‘‘child in the State’ shall be
considered to be a reference to ‘‘child served
by the Indian Tribe or Tribal organization,
as the case may be,”’; and

(IT) an agreement to collect data and pro-
vide reports under subsection (n).

(ii) TERRITORIAL APPLICATIONS.—A terri-
tory seeking a payment under this paragraph
shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
may specify, including—

(I) a certification described in subsection
(£)(3)(0), except that each reference in the
subsection to ‘‘child in the State’ shall be
considered to be a reference to ‘‘child in the
territory”’; and

(IT) an agreement to collect data and pro-
vide reports under subsection (n).

(C) AMOUNT.—The Secretary shall make
the payments to the territories, Indian
Tribes, and Tribal organizations described in
subparagraph (A) on the basis of their rel-
ative need. Each entity that is such a terri-
tory, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organization
shall be entitled to such a payment as may
be necessary to carry out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (h), and to pay for the
costs of administration incurred by the enti-
ty, which shall include costs incurred by the
entity in carrying out the child care pro-
gram, and which may include, at the option
of the entity, costs associated with carrying
out requirements, policies, and procedures
described in section 658H of the Child Care
and Development Block Grant Act of 1990.

(h) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Starting on October 1,
2027, a State shall use amounts provided to
the State under subsection (g) for direct
child care services (provided on a sliding fee
scale basis), activities to improve the qual-
ity and supply of child care services con-
sistent with paragraph (3), and State admin-
istration consistent with subsection
(&@)(D)(O).

(2) CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE FOR ELIGIBLE
CHILDREN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2027 through 2032, from payments made to
the State under subsection (g) for that par-
ticular fiscal year, the State shall ensure
that parents of eligible children can access
direct child care services provided by an eli-
gible child care provider under this section
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through a grant or contract as described in
subparagraph (B) or a certificate as de-
scribed in subparagraph (C).

(B) GRANTS AND CONTRACTS.—The State
shall award grants or contracts to eligible
child care providers, consistent with the re-
quirements under this section, for the provi-
sion of child care services for eligible chil-
dren under this section that, at a minimum,
support providers’ operating expenses to
meet and sustain health, safety, quality,
wage, and licensing standards required under
this section.

(C) CERTIFICATES.—The State shall issue a
child care certificate directly to a parent
who shall use such certificate only as pay-
ment for direct child care services or as a de-
posit for direct child care services if such a
deposit is required of other children being
cared for by the provider, consistent with
the requirements under this section.

(3) ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND
SUPPLY OF CHILD CARE SERVICES.—

(A) QUALITY CHILD CARE ACTIVITIES.—

(i) AMOUNT.—For each of fiscal years 2027
through 2032, from the total of the payments
made to the State for a particular fiscal
year, the State shall reserve and use a qual-
ity child care amount equal to not less than
5 percent and not more than 10 percent of the
amount made available to the State through
such payments for the previous fiscal year.

(ii) USE OF QUALITY CHILD CARE AMOUNT.—
Each State shall use the quality child care
amount described in clause (i) to implement
activities described in this paragraph to im-
prove the quality and supply of child care
services by eligible child care providers, and
increase the number of available slots in the
State for child care services funded under
this section, prioritizing assistance for child
care providers who are in underserved com-
munities and who are providing, or are seek-
ing to provide, child care services for under-
served populations identified under sub-
section (£)(3)(I).

(iii) ADMINISTRATION.—Activities funded
under this paragraph may be administered—

(I) directly by the lead agency; or

(IT) through other State government agen-
cies, local or regional child care resource and
referral organizations, community develop-
ment financial institutions, other inter-
mediaries with experience supporting child
care providers, or other appropriate entities
that enter into a contract with the State to
provide such assistance.

(B) QUALITY AND SUPPLY ACTIVITIES.—AcC-
tivities funded under the quality child care
amount described in subparagraph (A) shall
include each of the following:

(1) STARTUP GRANTS AND SUPPLY EXPANSION
GRANTS.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—From a portion of the
quality child care amount, a State shall
make startup and supply expansion grants to
support child care providers who are pro-
viding, or seeking to provide, child care serv-
ices to children receiving assistance under
this section, with priority for providers pro-
viding or seeking to provide child care in un-
derserved communities and for underserved
populations identified under subsection
HEG)D), to—

(aa) support startup and expansion costs;
and

(bb) assist such providers in meeting
health and safety requirements, achieving 1i-
censure, conducting background checks, and
meeting requirements in the State’s tiered
system for recognizing and supporting the
quality of child care services described in
subsection (£)(3)(B).

(IT) REQUIREMENT.—As a condition of re-
ceiving a startup or supply expansion grant
under this clause, a child care provider shall
commit to meeting the requirements of an
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eligible provider under this section, and pro-
viding child care services to children receiv-
ing assistance under this section on an ongo-
ing basis.

(ii) QUALITY GRANTS.—From a portion of
the quality child care amount, a State shall
provide quality grants to support eligible
child care providers in providing child care
services to children receiving assistance
under this section to improve the quality of
such providers, including—

(I) supporting such providers in meeting or
making progress toward the requirements
for the highest tier of the State’s tiered sys-
tem for recognizing and supporting the qual-
ity of child care services described in sub-
section (f)(3)(B); and

(IT) supporting such providers in sustaining
child care quality, including supporting in-
creased wages for staff and supporting pay-
ment of fixed costs.

(iii) FACILITIES GRANTS.—From a portion of
the quality child care amount, a State shall
provide support, including through awarding
facilities grants, for an activity (referred to
in this subparagraph as a ‘‘covered activity’’)
consisting of remodeling, renovation, or re-
pair of a building or facility, or for construc-
tion, permanent improvement, or major ren-
ovation of a building or facility primarily
used for providing direct child care services,
in accordance with the following:

(I) RECIPIENTS.—The facilities grants shall
be awarded to eligible child care providers
with submitted or approved applications
under subsection (f) or (g) or to inter-
mediaries with experience supporting child
care providers in order to enable the inter-
mediaries to assist such eligible child care
providers with covered activities.

(IT) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to receive
funds through a facilities grant under this
clause, a child care provider shall enter into
an agreement with the State in which the
provider commits to use the funds only after
obtaining approval of an application under
subsection (f) or (g) and commits to provide
child care services to children receiving as-
sistance under this section on an ongoing
basis.

(III) FEDERAL INTEREST APPLICATION.—Pro-
visions of Federal law relating to a Federal
interest in a building or facility shall not
apply to a covered activity for privately
owned family child care homes under this
clause.

(IV) FEDERAL INTEREST DURATION.—The
Secretary shall not retain a Federal interest
after a period of 10 years in any building, or
facility, at which a covered activity was car-
ried out with funds awarded under this
clause.

(V) RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES.—
Eligible child care providers may not use
funds for buildings or facilities that are used
primarily for sectarian instruction or reli-
gious worship.

(VI) FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES.—The Sec-
retary shall develop parameters on the use of
funds under this clause for family child care
homes.

(iv) STATE ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE QUAL-
ITY OF CHILD CARE SERVICES.—A State shall
use a portion of the quality child care
amount to improve the quality of child care
services available under this section, which
shall include—

(I) supporting the training of the early
childhood workforce, which shall include
supporting—

(aa) degree attainment;

(bb) high-quality training programs that
lead to a recognized postsecondary creden-
tial; or

(cc) the development and implementation
of apprenticeship programs;

(IT) supporting the professional develop-
ment of the early childhood workforce
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through continued education and
credentialing;

(IIT) developing, implementing, or revising
the State’s tiered system for recognizing and
supporting the quality of child care services
described in subsection (£)(3)(B);

(IV) improving the supply and quality of
developmentally appropriate and inclusive
child care programs and services for under-
served populations identified under sub-
section (£)(3)(D);

(V) improving access to child care services
for vulnerable children as defined by the lead
agency pursuant to subsection
()(5)(A)({ii)ID);

(VI) providing outreach and enrollment
support for families of eligible children;

(VII) supporting eligible child care pro-
viders to eliminate use of suspensions, expul-
sions, and aversive behavioral interventions,
including through adaptations and interven-
tions by special educators, mental health
consultants, and other community resource
personnel, such as behavior coaches, psy-
chologists, and other appropriate specialists,
and through the provision of mental health
services for the providers;

(VIII) promoting multitiered systems of
support such as systems with positive behav-
ioral interventions and supports and trauma-
informed care that promote positive social
and emotional development and reduce chal-
lenging behaviors;

(IX) offering training, coaching, or profes-
sional development opportunities for eligible
child care providers that relate to the use of
evidence-based, developmentally appropriate
and age-appropriate strategies to promote
the social, emotional, physical, adaptive,
communication, and cognitive development
of children;

(X) improving coordination between States
and local governments with respect to li-
censing and other regulatory requirements
for eligible child care providers;

(XI) increasing interrater reliability con-
cerning licensing inspections or other eval-
uations of eligible child care providers by
training licensing inspectors of the providers
and providing such inspectors with addi-
tional professional development;

(XII) identifying and eliminating barriers
to licensing of eligible child care providers,
such as through reducing fees for back-
ground checks, translating licensing regula-
tions into languages other than English, and
collaborating with housing agencies or local
governments; and

(XIII) establishing or supporting a system
of local or regional child care resource and
referral organizations that is coordinated, to
the extent determined appropriate by the
State, by a statewide public or private non-
profit, community-based or regionally based,
lead child care resource and referral organi-
zation, as described in section
658E(c)(3)(B)(iii) of the Child Care and Devel-
opment Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C.
9858c(c)(3)(B)(iii)).

(v) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—From a portion
of the quality child care amount described in
subparagraph (A), the State, in coordination
with local governments and staffed family
child care networks as appropriate, shall
provide technical assistance to increase the
supply of eligible child care providers in the
State, such as—

(I) providing business startup support;

(IT) conducting outreach to recruit new
child care providers and inform such pro-
viders about the opportunities provided
under this title, including support for par-
ticipation in the tiered system for recog-
nizing and supporting the quality of child
care services described in subsection
HG(B);

(ITI) providing support to enable providers
to achieve licensure (including providing
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support for child care providers operating le-
gally without a child care license to obtain
such license, such as providing, for individ-
uals seeking a child care license, pre-licens-
ing orientation and technical assistance
throughout the child care licensing process);

(IV) offering orientations for new child
care providers including orientations ex-
plaining support under programs such as the
child and adult care food program estab-
lished under section 17 of the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C.
1766); and

(V) supporting the development of shared
service models for child care programs.

(i) GRANTS TO LOCALITIES AND AWARDS TO
HEAD START PROGRAMS.—

(1) ELIGIBLE LOCALITY DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘‘eligible locality”’
means a city, county, or other unit of gen-
eral local government.

(2) GRANTS TO LOCALITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use
funds appropriated under subsection (c)(2) to
award local Birth Through Five Child Care
and Early Learning Grants, as determined by
the Secretary, to eligible localities located
in States that have not received payments
under subsection (g). The Secretary shall
award the grants to eligible localities in
such a State from the allotment made for
that State under subparagraph (B).

(B) ALLOTMENTS.—

(i) POVERTY LINE DEFINED.—In this sub-
paragraph, the term ‘‘poverty line” means
the poverty line defined and revised as de-
scribed in section 673 of the Community
Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902).

(ii) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—For each State
described in subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall allot for the State for a fiscal year an
amount that bears the same relationship to
the funds appropriated under subsection
(c)(2) and available to carry out this para-
graph for the fiscal year as the number of
children from families with family incomes
that are at or below 200 percent of the pov-
erty line, and who are under the age of 6, in
the State bears to the total number of all
such children in all States described in sub-
paragraph (A).

(C) APPLICATION.—To receive a grant from
the corresponding State allotment under
subparagraph (B), an eligible locality shall
submit an application to the Secretary at
such time, in such manner, and containing
such information as the Secretary may re-
quire. The requirements for the application
shall, to the greatest extent practicable, be
consistent with the State plan requirements
applicable to States under subsection (f).

(D) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
specify the requirements for an eligible lo-
cality to provide access to child care, which
child care requirements shall, to the greatest
extent practicable, be consistent with the re-
quirements applicable to States under this
section.

(E) RECOUPMENT OF UNUSED FUNDS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this sec-
tion, for each of fiscal years 2028 through
2032, the Secretary shall have the authority
to recoup any unused funds allotted under
subparagraph (B) for awards under paragraph
(3)(A) to Head Start agencies in accordance
with paragraph (3).

(3) HEAD START EXPANSION IN NONPARTICI-
PATING STATES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use
funds appropriated under subsection (c)(2) or
recouped under paragraph (2) to make
awards to Head Start agencies in a State de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(A) to carry out the
purposes of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831
et seq.) in such State.

(B) RULE.—For purposes of carrying out
the Head Start Act in circumstances not in-
volving awards under this paragraph, funds
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awarded under subparagraph (A) shall not be
included in the calculation of a ‘‘base grant’’
as such term is defined in section 640(a)(7)(A)
of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C.
9835(a)(7)(A)).

(C) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘‘Head Start agency’ means an entity
designated or eligible to be designated as a
Head Start agency under section 641(a)(1) of
the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9836(a)(1)) or as
an Early Head Start agency (by receiving a
grant) under section 645A(a) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 9840a).

(4) PRIORITY FOR SERVING UNDERSERVED
POPULATIONS.—In making determinations to
award a grant or make an award under this
subsection, the Secretary shall give priority
to entities serving a high percentage of indi-
viduals from underserved populations identi-
fied under subsection (f)(3)(I).

(j) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) NONDISCRIMINATION.—The following pro-
visions of law shall apply to any program or
activity that receives funds provided under
this section:

(A) Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.).

(B) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.).

(C) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 (29 U.S.C. 794).

(D) The Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).

(2) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS.—No individual shall be deter-
mined, by the Secretary, a State, or another
recipient of funds under this section, to be
ineligible for child care services provided
under this section, except on the basis of eli-
gibility requirements specified in or under
this section.

(3) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A State that receives
payments under this section for a fiscal year,
in using the funds made available through
the payments, shall maintain the expendi-
tures of the State for child care services at
the average level of such expenditures by the
State for the 3 preceding fiscal years.

(B) COUNTING RULE.—State expenditures
counted for purposes of meeting the require-
ment in subparagraph (A) may also be count-
ed for purposes of meeting the requirement
to provide a non-Federal share under sub-
paragraph (A), (B), or (C), as appropriate, of
subsection (g)(1).

(4) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Funds re-
ceived under this section shall be used to
supplement and not supplant other Federal,
State, and local public funds expended to
provide child care services in the State on
the date of enactment of this Act, calculated
as the average amount of such Federal,
State, and local public funds expended for
fiscal years 2024, 2025, and 2026.

(5) ALLOWABLE SOURCES OF NON-FEDERAL
SHARE.—For purposes of providing the non-
Federal share required under subsection
(2)(1), a State’s non-Federal share—

(A) for direct child care services described
in subsection (2)(1)(A)—

(i) shall not include contributions being
used as a non-Federal share or match for an-
other Federal award; and

(ii) shall be provided from State or local
sources, contributions from philanthropy or
other private organizations, or a combina-
tion of such sources and contributions; and

(B) for activities to improve the quality
and supply of child care services described in
subsection (g)(1)(B), and administration de-
scribed in subsection (g)(1)(C)—

(i) shall not include contributions being
used as a non-Federal share or match for an-
other Federal award;

(ii) shall be provided from State or local
sources, contributions from philanthropy or
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other private organizations, or a combina-
tion of such sources and contributions; and

(iii) may be in cash or in kind, fairly evalu-
ated, including facilities or property, equip-
ment, or services.

(k) MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) REVIEW OF COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIRE-
MENTS AND STATE PLAN.—The Secretary shall
review and monitor compliance of States,
territories, Tribal entities, and local entities
with this section and State compliance with
the State plan described in subsection (f)(3).

(2) ISSUANCE OF RULE.—The Secretary shall
establish by rule procedures for—

(A) receiving, processing, and determining
the validity of complaints or findings con-
cerning any failure of a State to comply with
the State plan or any other requirement of
this section;

(B) notifying a State when the Secretary
has determined there has been a failure by
the State to comply with a requirement of
this section; and

(C) imposing sanctions under this sub-
section for such a failure.

(1) FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION.—Using funds
appropriated under subsection (¢)(3), the Sec-
retary shall carry out administration of this
section, shall provide (including through the
use of grants or cooperative agreements)
technical assistance to States, territories,
Indian Tribes, and Tribal organizations, and
shall carry out research and evaluations re-
lated to this section.

(m) NONPOSTSECONDARY EDUCATION PRO-
GRAM.—For purposes of section 401 of the
Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C.
1611), the program carried out under this sec-
tion shall be considered to be a program of
nonpostsecondary education.

(n) REPORTS.—

(1) COLLECTION OF
STATES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A State that receives
funds to carry out this section shall collect
the information described in subparagraph
(B) on a monthly basis.

(B) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—The informa-
tion required to be collected under this sub-
paragraph shall consist of, with respect to a
family receiving assistance under this sec-
tion, information concerning—

(i) family income;

(ii) county (or comparable local jurisdic-
tion) of residence;

(iii) the gender, race and ethnicity, and age
of each child receiving such assistance;

(iv) whether the head of the family is a sin-
gle parent;

(v) the number of months the family has
received such assistance;

(vi) the provider type with which the child
was enrolled;

(vii) the amount of the copayment paid for
child care provided under this section;

(viii) the average hours per month of such
care, during the period for which such infor-
mation is required to be submitted; and

(ix) whether the children receiving assist-
ance under this section are either children
with disabilities or infants and toddlers with
disabilities.

(C) SUBMISSION TO THE SECRETARY.—A
State described in subparagraph (A) shall, on
a quarterly basis, submit the information re-
quired to be collected under subparagraph
(B) to the Secretary.

(D) USE OF SAMPLES.—

(i) AUTHORITY.—A State may comply with
the requirement to collect the information
described in subparagraph (B) through the
use of disaggregated case record information
for a sample of families selected through the
use of scientifically acceptable sampling
methods approved by the Secretary.

(ii) SAMPLING AND OTHER METHODS.—The
Secretary shall provide the States with such
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case record sampling plans and data collec-
tion procedures as the Secretary determines
to be necessary to produce statistically valid
samples of the information described in sub-
paragraph (B). The Secretary may develop
and implement procedures for verifying the
quality of the data submitted by the States.

(E) PROHIBITION.—Reports submitted to the
Secretary under subparagraph (C) shall not
contain personally identifiable information.

(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Child Care
for Working Families Act, and annually
thereafter, a State shall prepare and submit
to the Secretary a report containing such in-
formation as the Secretary may require,
that includes at a minimum, the description
and analysis described in paragraph (3) and
aggregate data concerning—

(A) the number of child care providers that
received funding under this section and li-
censed capacity of such providers, and such
data disaggregated by provider type, by the
quality rating on the State’s tiered system
for recognizing and supporting the quality of
child care services described in subsection
(H)(3)(B) (referred to in this subsection as the
“‘quality rating’’) of such providers, and by
the geographic area of such providers;

(B)(i) the total number of children, and
families with children, receiving child care
services funded under this section;

(ii) the percentage of children, and families
with children, receiving child care services
funded under this section, among all children
less than 6 years of age, and all families with
such children, respectively, in all States; and

(iii) the data described in clause (i), and
the data described in clause (ii),
disaggregated for children, and families with
children, by—

(I) race and ethnicity of the child involved;

(IT) family income of the child’s family;

(IIT) age of the child;

(IV) the child’s status as an infant or tod-
dler with a disability or child with a dis-
ability;

(V) the child’s status as a child experi-
encing homelessness;

(VI) the child’s status as a child in foster
care; and

(VII) the child’s status (to the extent the
status is known) as a dual language learner;

(C) the monthly child care subsidy pay-
ment rate paid to eligible child care pro-
viders for child care services funded under
this section, as determined by the State’s
cost estimation model or cost study de-
scribed in subsection (f)(3)(A)(i), including
any variation in the rate by geographic area,
provider type, age of child, and costs associ-
ated with providing inclusive care;

(D) the amount of the copayment paid by
families for such child care services, and
such data disaggregated by family income;

(E) the number and percentage of pay-
ments made by the State for such services to
eligible child care providers through certifi-
cates, grants, and contracts, and such data
disaggregated by provider type;

(F) the manner in which consumer edu-
cation information was provided to parents
and the number of parents to whom such in-
formation was provided under this section;

(G) the number of child fatalities occurring
among children while in the care or facility
of child care providers funded under this sec-
tion, and such data disaggregated by pro-
vider type;

(H) the geographic area of child care pro-
viders funded under this section;

(I) the quality features of child care serv-
ices provided by providers funded under this
section, compared to the quality features of
child care services provided by other child
care providers, to the extent possible, includ-
ing data on quality features such as—
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(i) amount of staff wages and other com-
pensation (including benefits);

(ii) length of staff retention;

(iii) presence of coaching and professional
development activities;

(iv) number of providers remaining open
through the year covered;

(v) measured parent satisfaction; and

(vi) presence of provision of information in
languages other than English;

(J) the quality features of child care serv-
ices received by children and funded under
this section, and such data disaggregated by
the children’s—

(i) race and ethnicity;

(ii) family income;

(iii) age;

(iv) status as an infant or toddler with a
disability or child with a disability;

(v) status as a child experiencing homeless-
ness;

(vi) status as a child in foster care; and

(vii) status (to the extent the status is
known) as a dual language learner;

(K) the number of child care providers, list-
ed by provider type, geographic area, and
provider quality rating, that received—

(i) a startup or supply expansion grant
under subsection (h)(3)(B)(i);

(ii) a quality grant under
(h)3)(B)(ii); or

(iii) a facilities grant under subsection
()3)(B)(iii); and

(L) the average wages (including salaries)
or other compensation for staff of eligible
child care providers funded under this sec-
tion, and such data disaggregated by pro-
vider type, job position type, and to the ex-
tent possible, staff race and ethnicity.

(3) DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS.—The State
shall include in each report described in
paragraph (2)—

(A) a description of whether there are in-
equities in how child care providers with
quality features described in paragraph (2)(I)
are distributed among children served under
this section; and

(B) an analysis of the State’s child care
supply, including an analysis of the number
of child care slots with licensed child care
providers that were added or lost by the
State in the covered year, and trends in such
addition or loss by provider type and quality
rating of child care provider.

(4) RULE ON DISAGGREGATION.—Nothing in
this paragraph shall require disaggregation
of data if the disaggregation involved would
reveal personally identifiable information
about an individual provider or child.

(0) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
shall—

(1) submit an annual report to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
Education and Workforce and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives, summarizing the findings from the
reports received under subsection (n)(2); and

(2) make such report publicly available on
the website of the Department of Health and
Human Services.

(p) TRANSITION PROVISIONS.—

(1) TREATMENT OF CHILD CARE AND DEVELOP-
MENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS.—For each of fiscal
years 2027 through 2032, a State receiving as-
sistance under this section shall not use
more than 15 percent of any funds received
under the Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857 et seq.) to
provide assistance for direct child care serv-
ices to children who are under the age of 6,
are not yet in kindergarten, and are eligible
under that Act.

(2) SPECIAL RULES REGARDING ELIGIBILITY.—
Any child who is less than 6 years of age, is
not yet in kindergarten, and is receiving as-
sistance under the Child Care and Develop-

subsection
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ment Block Grant Act of 1990 on the date
funding is first allocated to the lead agency
for the State, territory, Indian Tribe, or
Tribal organization involved under this sec-
tion—

(A) shall be deemed immediately eligible
to receive assistance under this section; and

(B) may continue to use the child care pro-
vider of the family’s choice.

(3) TRANSITION PROCEDURES.—The Sec-
retary is authorized to institute procedures
for implementing this section, including
issuing guidance for States receiving funds
under subsection (g).

TITLE II—BUILDING AN AFFORDABLE
SYSTEM FOR EARLY EDUCATION GRANTS
SEC. 201. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title are to make child
care services more accessible for families
and to support the stability and quality of
eligible child care providers by—

(1) promoting the stability of the child
care sector by providing a source of stable
funding to eligible child care providers to
help offset their operating expenses;

(2) supporting sustained and increased
wages for early childhood educators or other
staff of eligible child care providers, in order
to stabilize and grow the child care work-
force;

(3) expanding the supply and capacity of el-
igible child care providers to ensure working
families have a range of high-quality, afford-
able child care options, in a variety of set-
tings, that meet their unique needs; and

(4) supporting access to child care services
for communities facing a particular shortage
of child care options, including child care
services for infants and toddlers, child care
services during nontraditional or extended
hours, and inclusive child care services for
children with disabilities.

SEC. 202. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) CCDBG TERMS.—The terms ‘‘child care
certificate’’, ‘‘child with a disability”’, ‘‘fam-
ily child care provider’”, ‘‘lead agency’’,
‘‘Secretary’’, and ‘‘State’ have the meanings
given the terms in section 658P of the Child
Care and Development Block Grant Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858n). The terms ‘‘Indian
Tribe” and ‘‘Tribal organization’ have the
meanings given the terms “Indian tribe’ and
‘‘¢ribal organization” in section 658P of that
Act.

(2) ELIGIBLE CHILD CARE PROVIDER.—The
term ‘‘eligible child care provider’’ means—

(A) an eligible child care provider as de-
fined in section 658P of the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990; and

(B) an eligible child care provider as de-
fined in title I.

(3) INFANT OR TODDLER.—The term ‘‘infant
or toddler” means an individual who is less
than 3 years of age.

(4) INFANT OR TODDLER WITH A DISABILITY.—
The term ‘‘infant or toddler with a dis-
ability” has the meaning given the term in
section 101(b).

(5) PROVIDER TYPE.—The term ‘‘provider
type” means a type that is—

(A) a center-based child care provider;

(B) a family child care provider; or

(C) another non-center-based child care
provider.

SEC. 203. SECRETARIAL RESERVATION.

From the funds appropriated to carry out
this title, the Secretary shall reserve not
more than 3 percent for the Federal adminis-
tration of grants described in section 204,
which may include providing technical as-
sistance to the lead agencies.

SEC. 204. GRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—From the amounts appro-
priated to carry out this title that remain
after the Secretary makes the reservation
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required under section 203, and under the au-
thority of section 6580 of the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 9858m) and this section, the Secretary
shall award to each lead agency a BASE
Grant, without regard to the requirements in
subparagraphs (C) and (E) of section
658E(c)(3), and in section 658G, of that Act (42
U.S.C. 9858c(c)(3), 9858e). Such grant shall be
made from an amount allotted in accordance
with section 6580 of that Act (42 U.S.C.
9858m), excluding paragraphs (3) through (5)
of subsection (a) of that section.

(b) PAYMENTS FOR INDIAN CHILDREN.—In ac-
cordance with section 6580 of that Act, the
Secretary may make BASE Grants to Indian
Tribes or Tribal organizations for the plan-
ning and carrying out of programs or activi-
ties consistent with the objectives of this
title.

SEC. 205. STATE APPLICATION.

To be eligible to receive a grant under sec-
tion 204, a lead agency shall submit an appli-
cation to the Secretary at such time, in such
manner, and including such information as
the Secretary may reasonably require, in-
cluding—

(1) a description of the process the lead
agency will establish to award subgrant
funds to eligible child care providers under
this title;

(2) a description of how the lead agency
will, in determining the subgrant amount for
an eligible child care provider under this
title—

(A) ensure such subgrant is sufficient to
support the ongoing operations and long-
term sustainability of the eligible child care
provider;

(B) account for the cost of providing high-
quality child care services, including—

(i) variations in the cost of child care serv-
ices related to geographic area, provider
type, size of provider, and age of child
served;

(ii) costs associated with providing care
during nontraditional or extended hours;

(iii) costs associated with serving children
with disabilities, including infants and tod-
dlers with disabilities; and

(iv) costs associated with meeting group
sizes and ratios necessary to support high-
quality and inclusive child care services, in-
cluding for infants and toddlers;

(C) account for the cost of attracting,
training, and retaining a qualified and
skilled workforce, which shall include at a
minimum, supporting increased wages for all
staff of the provider, as described in section
209(5); and

(D) if the lead agency uses a formula for
awarding such a subgrant that is based on
general cost estimates, base such estimates
on the provider’s enrollment capacity rather
than attendance;

(3) a description of how the lead agency
will work with the eligible child care pro-
viders to improve the quality of child care
services, which may include improving the
State’s tiered system for recognizing and
supporting the quality of child care services
described in section 101(f)(3)(B); and

(4) a description of how the lead agency
will use funds reserved under section 207(a)(1)
to conduct widespread outreach and provide
technical assistance to eligible child care
providers (including family child care pro-
viders, providers with limited administrative
capacity, and providers whose primary lan-
guage is not English), either directly or
through child care resource and referral or-
ganizations, staffed family child care net-
works, or local governments, to ensure such
providers are aware of the subgrants avail-
able under this title and are able to apply for
and manage the resources provided through
such subgrants.
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SEC. 206. ADMINISTRATION.

Activities funded under a grant made for a
State under section 204 may be adminis-
tered—

(1) directly by the State’s lead agency; or

(2) under a grant or contract to provide
such administration, through another State
government agency, a local or regional child
care resource and referral organization, a
community development financial institu-
tion, another nonprofit intermediary with
experience supporting child care providers,
or another appropriate entity.

SEC. 207. STATE ACTIVITIES AND SUBGRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A lead agency for a State
that receives a BASE Grant pursuant to sec-
tion 204 shall—

(1) reserve not more than 10 percent of the
grant funds to administer subgrants, provide
technical assistance and support to enable
all provider types to apply for, access, and
manage the resources provided through such
subgrants and other sources of public finan-
cial assistance available for the objectives of
this title, publicize the availability of the
subgrants, and carry out activities to in-
crease the supply of child care services,
under this title; and

(2) with the remaining grant funds, make
subgrants to eligible child care providers to
carry out the activities described in section
210.

(b) SUBGRANT PERIOD.—The lead agency
shall make the subgrants for a period of 5
years.

(c) PAYMENT PRACTICES.—The lead agency
shall make the subgrant payments in ad-
vance, with necessary adjustments on ac-
count of overpayments or underpayments.
SEC. 208. PRIORITY FOR SUBGRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In making subgrants
under this title, the lead agency shall give
priority to eligible child care providers
that—

(1) provide child care services during non-
traditional or extended hours;

(2) provide child care services to infants
and toddlers;

(3) provide child care services to dual lan-
guage learners, children with disabilities,
children experiencing homelessness, children
in foster care, or children from low-income
families;

(4) provide child care services to children
whose families received subsidies under the
Child Care and Development Block Grant
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857 et seq.) or under
title I, as applicable, for the child care serv-
ices;

(5) operate in communities, including com-
munities with a high proportion of children
in households with incomes below the pov-
erty line and rural communities, with a low
supply of child care services; or

(6) are small business concerns, as defined
in section 3 of the Small Business Act (156
U.S.C. 632), or nonprofit organizations that
are described in section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from
taxation under section 501(a) of such Code.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“poverty line” means the poverty line de-
fined and revised as described in section 673
of the Community Services Block Grant Act
(42 U.S.C. 9902).

SEC. 209. ELIGIBLE CHILD CARE PROVIDER AP-
PLICATION.

To be qualified to receive a subgrant under
this title, an eligible child care provider
shall submit to the corresponding lead agen-
cy, at such time and in such manner as the
lead agency may reasonably require, an ap-
plication containing each of the following:

(1) A description of how the eligible child
care provider meets the priority require-
ments in section 208, if applicable.

(2) An assurance that the eligible child
care provider accepts child care subsidies in

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

the form of certificates, grants, or contracts
as authorized under the Child Care Develop-
ment Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857
et seq.), or child care subsidies in the form of
certificates, grants, or contracts under title
I, as an acceptable form of payment, regard-
less of whether children who are the bene-
ficiaries of the child care subsidies are actu-
ally enrolled.

(3) An assurance that the eligible child
care provider, for the duration of the period
of the grant under section 204, will be open
and available to serve children unless tempo-
rarily closed due to or for a building safety
issue or maintenance as a result of a build-
ing safety issue, widespread illness or a staff
shortage, a routine closure or break due to a
holiday or scheduled staff professional devel-
opment session, or a state of emergency,
major disaster, or emergency within the
meaning of section 658E(c)(2)(U) of the Child
Care Development Block Grant Act of 1990
(42 U.S.C. 9858c(c)(2)(U)).

(4) A description of how the eligible child
care provider will use funds provided under
the subgrant to improve the quality of child
care services and operations, such as through
participation in a State’s tiered system for
recognizing and supporting the quality of
child care services.

(5) A description of how the eligible child
care provider will pay staff increased com-
pensation over the course of the grant period
including, at a minimum, providing—

(A) annual cost-of-living adjustments; and

(B) graduated pay increases based on a
staff member’s credentials, experience, and
job responsibilities, including, for a provider
with 15 or more staff, a wage ladder based on
the credentials, experience, and responsibil-
ities.

SEC. 210. USE OF FUNDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An eligible child care pro-
vider that receives a subgrant under this
title—

(1) shall use at least 70 percent of subgrant
funds for child care personnel costs, includ-
ing—

(A) wages (including salaries), or similar
compensation for a person who is a staff
member or any sole proprietor or inde-
pendent contractor, aligned with wage stand-
ards; and

(B)(i) annual cost-of-living adjustments for
staff; and

(ii) graduated pay increases based on a
staff member’s credentials, experience, and
job responsibilities, including, for a provider
with 15 or more staff, a wage ladder based on
the credentials, experience, and responsibil-
ities; and

(2) may use the subgrant funds for costs of
activities related to the provider’s program,
consisting of—

(A) professional development and instruc-
tional coaching for staff involved in the di-
rect education and care of children, and pro-
viding support for planning and instruction;

(B) providing recruitment and retention
bonuses for staff;

(C) providing staff benefits, such as health
insurance, paid leave (including parental,
family, medical, sick, and bereavement
leave, and including personal leave or vaca-
tion), and funds for retirement accounts;

(D) hiring staff, including conducting
background checks, and including hiring
staff to reduce staff-to-child ratios or sub-
stitute staff to support use of paid leave;

(E) paying for occupancy, including mak-
ing payments for—

(i) rent (including rent under a lease), or
on any mortgage obligation; and

(ii) insurance, utilities, and maintenance;

(F) obtaining equipment, repairs, supplies,
services, and training necessary to ensure
compliance with applicable health, safety,
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educational, and quality requirements and to
support high-quality, developmentally ap-
propriate child care services, and achieving
licensure as a child care provider;

(G) providing comprehensive services to
support the health, including mental health,
and well-being, of children and families from
underserved populations, as described in sec-
tion 101(£)(3)(D);

(H) improving the quality of child care
services in a way that is appropriate for
child development by provider type involved,
and for the age group of the children served;
and

(I) providing inclusive and develop-
mentally appropriate care for children with
disabilities, including implementing reason-
able accommodations, making space more
accessible, and providing additional staffing
and coordinating early intervention services
provided through the provider’s program
with early intervention services provided
through other early childhood programs.

(b) SPECIAL RULE FOR STATES PARTICI-
PATING IN TITLE I PROGRAM.—Notwith-
standing subsection (a) and subject to the
approval of the Secretary, a lead agency of a
State participating in the program estab-
lished in title I may make alternative uses of
the funds received through a grant made
under section 204, if such funds support—

(1) the provision of high-quality, affordable
child care services, in accordance with title
I

(2) compensation for early childhood edu-
cators and staff of child care programs, of el-
igible child care providers, that meet the re-
quirements of title I; or

(3) initiatives to expand the supply of eligi-
ble child care providers or improve the qual-
ity of child care services provided by eligible
child care providers.

(¢c) RULE.—For purposes of subsection (a),
the terms ‘‘staff’ and ‘‘staff member” in-
clude a person described in subsection
(a)(1)(A).

SEC. 211. REPORTING.

(a) LEAD AGENCY REPORTS.—Not later than
1 year after a lead agency has received a
grant under section 204 and annually there-
after, the lead agency shall submit to the
Secretary, in such manner and containing
such information as the Secretary may re-
quire, a report that includes, at a min-
imum—

(1) the total number of eligible child care
providers who applied for a subgrant under
this title relative to the total number of eli-
gible child care providers in the State,
disaggregated by provider type, race and eth-
nicity of provider, and geographic area;

(2) the total number of eligible child care
providers that received such a subgrant (re-
ferred to in this section as a ‘‘subgrant re-
cipient’’) relative to the total number of eli-
gible child care providers in the State,
disaggregated by provider type, race and eth-
nicity of provider, and geographic area;

(3) information stating the lead agency’s
methodology for determining the amounts of
subgrants under section 207(a)(2);

(4) the average and range of the subgrant
amounts made available by the lead agency,
disaggregated by provider type, race and eth-
nicity of provider, and geographic area;

(5) the percentages, of the subgrant recipi-
ents, that—

(A) provided child care services during
nontraditional or extended hours;

(B) served dual language learners, children
with disabilities, children experiencing
homelessness, children in foster care, chil-
dren from low-income families, or infants
and toddlers;

(C) served children whose families received
subsidies under the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857
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et seq.) or under title I, as applicable, for the
child care services;

(D) operated in communities described in
section 208(a)(5); and

(E) are concerns or organizations described
in section 208(a)(6);

(6) the enrollment capacity of and average
monthly attendance of children (by age)
served by the subgrant recipients;

(7) the average family tuition for a
subgrant recipient, disaggregated by—

(A) age of the child served; and

(B) provider type;

(8) the average wages (including salaries),
or similar compensation specified in section
210(a)(1)(A) of staff of a subgrant recipient,
disaggregated by provider type;

(9) the percentages of subgrant recipients,
for each of the provider types;

(10) the percentage of subgrant recipients
that have staff members that are represented
by labor organizations;

(11) information about how the subgrant
recipients used the funds received under such
a subgrant, including how funds were used
for child care personnel costs;

(12) information about how the lead agency
used funds reserved under section 207(a)(1);

(13) a description of how the lead agency
publicized the availability of the subgrants,
including through making applications and
materials available in multiple languages,
and provided technical assistance and sup-
port to ensure all provider types were able to
apply for and access the subgrants; and

(14)(A) information about subgrant recipi-
ents that have corporate or other business
relationships across multiple locations and
serve more than 5,000 children in the year
covered by the report; and

(B) the percentage of all children served by
subgrant recipients that are subgrant recipi-
ents described in subparagraph (A).

(b) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
shall—

(1) submit an annual report to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
Education and Workforce and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives, summarizing the findings from the
reports received under subsection (a); and

(2) make such report publicly available on
the website of the Department of Health and
Human Services.

SEC. 212. SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.

Amounts made available to carry out this
title shall be used to supplement and not
supplant other Federal, State, and local pub-
lic funds expended to provide child care serv-
ices for eligible individuals.

SEC. 213. APPROPRIATIONS.

In addition to amounts otherwise avail-
able, there is appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated to carry out this title,
$9,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2032.

TITLE III—UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL
SEC. 301. DEFINITIONS.

In this section:

(1) CHILD EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS.—
The term ‘‘child experiencing homelessness’’
means an individual who is a homeless child
or youth under section 725 of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11434a).

(2) CHILD WITH A DISABILITY.—The term
‘“‘child with a disability’’ has the meaning
given the term in section 602 of the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1401).

(3) COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES.—The term
‘“‘comprehensive services’’ means services
that are provided to children and their fami-
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lies, and that are health, educational, nutri-
tional, social, and other services that are de-
termined, based on family needs assess-
ments, to be necessary, within the meaning
of section 636 of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9831).

(4) DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNER.—The term
‘‘dual language learner’” means a child who
is learning 2 or more languages at the same
time, or a child who is learning a second lan-
guage while continuing to develop the child’s
first language.

(5) ELIGIBLE CHILD.—The term ‘‘eligible
child”” means a child who is age 3 or 4, on the
date established by the applicable local edu-
cational agency for kindergarten entry.

(6) ELIGIBLE PROVIDER.—The term ‘‘eligible
provider’’ means—

(A) a local educational agency, acting
alone or in a consortium or in collaboration
with an educational service agency (as de-
fined in section 8101 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7801)), that is licensed by the State or meets
comparable health and safety standards;

(B) a Head Start agency or delegate agency
funded under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C.
9831 et seq.);

(C) a licensed center-based child care pro-
vider, licensed family child care provider, or
network of licensed family child care pro-
viders; or

(D) a consortium of entities described in
any of subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C).

(7) HEAD START AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Head
Start agency’, as used in paragraph (6)(B),
or section 303(e)(4) or 306(a), means an entity
designated as a Head Start agency under sec-
tion 641(a)(1) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C.
9836(a)(1)) or as an Early Head Start agency
(by receiving a grant) under section 645A(a)
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 9840a(a)).

(8) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(9) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term
‘‘local educational agency’ has the meaning
given the term in section 8101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).

(10) POVERTY LINE.—The term ‘‘poverty
line”” means the poverty line defined and re-
vised as described in section 673 of the Com-
munity Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C.
9902).

(11) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

(12) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means each
of the several States and the District of Co-
lumbia.

(13) TERRITORY.—The term ‘‘territory”’
means each of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the United States Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(14) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
““Tribal organization’ has the meaning given
the term ‘‘tribal organization’ in section
668P of the Child Care and Development
Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858n).

SEC. 302. UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL.

(a) APPROPRIATIONS FOR STATES.—In addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available, there is
appropriated to the Department of Health
and Human Services, out of any money in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,
such sums as may be necessary for each of
fiscal years 2027 through 2032, for payments
to States, for carrying out this title (except
provisions and activities covered by sub-
section (b)).

(b) ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS.—In addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available, there is
appropriated to the Department of Health
and Human Services for fiscal year 2027, out
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of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated—

(1) $2,500,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2032, for carrying out pay-
ments to Indian Tribes and Tribal organiza-
tions for activities described in this title;

(2) $1,250,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2032, for carrying out pay-
ments to the territories, to be distributed
among the territories on the basis of their
relative need, as determined by the Sec-
retary in accordance with the objectives of
this title, for activities described in this
title;

(3) $300,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2032, for carrying out pay-
ments to eligible local entities that serve
children in families who are engaged in mi-
grant or seasonal agricultural labor, for ac-
tivities described in this title;

(4) $995,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2032, for carrying out Federal
activities to support the activities funded
under this title, including administration,
monitoring, technical assistance, and re-
search, in fiscal years 2027 through 2032; and

(5) $20,000,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2032, to carry out the program
of grants to localities described in sub-
sections (b) and (c¢) of section 306.

SEC. 303. PAYMENTS FOR STATE UNIVERSAL PRE-
SCHOOL SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A State that has sub-
mitted, and had approved by the Secretary
in collaboration with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, the State plan described in sub-
section (e) is entitled to a payment under
this section.

(b) PAYMENTS FOR FISCAL YEARS 2027
THROUGH 2032.—

(1) PRESCHOOL SERVICES.—For each of fiscal
years 2027 through 2032, the Secretary shall
pay to each State with an approved State
plan under subsection (e), an amount for
that year equal to—

(A) 90 percent of the State’s expenditures
in the year for preschool services provided
under section 304, for fiscal year 2027;

(B) 90 percent of the State’s expenditures
in the year for such preschool services, for
fiscal year 2028;

(C) 80 percent of the State’s expenditures
in the year for such preschool services, for
fiscal year 2029;

(D) 75 percent of the State’s
in the year for such preschool
fiscal year 2030;

(E) 65 percent of the State’s
in the year for such preschool
fiscal year 2031; and

(F') 60 percent of the State’s
in the year for such preschool
fiscal year 2032.

(2) STATE ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary shall
pay to each State with an approved State
plan under subsection (e) an amount for a
fiscal year equal to 50 percent of the amount
of the State’s expenditures for the activities
described in subsection (¢), and system-wide
activities similar to those described in sub-
section (c) for the State’s entire birth
through 5 year old early childhood system,
except that in no case shall a payment for a
fiscal year under this paragraph exceed the
amount equal to 10 percent of the State’s ex-
penditures described in paragraph (1) for
such fiscal year.

(3) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The remainder of
the cost paid by the State for preschool serv-
ices, that is not provided under paragraph
(1), shall be considered the non-Federal share
of the cost of those services. The remainder
of the cost paid by the State for State activi-
ties, that is not provided under paragraph
(2), shall be considered the non-Federal share
of the cost of those activities.
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services, for
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(4) ADVANCE PAYMENT; RETROSPECTIVE AD-
JUSTMENT.—The Secretary shall make a pay-
ment under paragraph (1) or (2) for a year on
the basis of advance estimates of expendi-
tures submitted by the State and such other
investigation as the Secretary may find nec-
essary, and shall reduce or increase the pay-
ment as necessary to adjust for any overpay-
ment or underpayment for a previous year.

(c) STATE ACTIVITIES.—A State that re-
ceives a payment under subsection (b) shall
carry out all of the following activities:

(1) State administration of the State pre-
school program described in this section.

(2) Supporting a continuous quality im-
provement system for providers of preschool
services participating, or seeking to partici-
pate, in the State preschool program,
through the use of data, research, moni-
toring, training, technical assistance, profes-
sional development, and coaching.

(3) Providing outreach and enrollment sup-
port for families of eligible children.

(4) Supporting data systems building to en-
sure that the State has the capacity to man-
age and implement data systems that allow
data sharing among and between preschools,
elementary schools, and secondary schools.

(5) Supporting staff of eligible providers
through professional development and coach-
ing, and supporting staff in pursuing creden-
tials and degrees, including baccalaureate
degrees.

(6) Supporting activities that ensure access
to inclusive preschool programs for children
with disabilities.

(7) Providing age-appropriate transpor-
tation services for children, which at a min-
imum shall include transportation services
for children experiencing homelessness and
children in foster care.

(8) Conducting or updating a statewide
needs assessment of access to high-quality
preschool services.

(d) LEAD AGENCY.—The Governor of a State
desiring for the State to receive a payment
under this section shall designate a lead
agency (such as a State agency or joint
interagency office) for the administration of
the State’s preschool program under this
section.

(e) STATE PLAN.—In order to be eligible for
payments under this section, the Governor of
a State shall submit a State plan to the Sec-
retary for approval by the Secretary, in col-
laboration with the Secretary of Education,
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
shall by rule require, that includes a plan for
achieving universal, high-quality, free, in-
clusive, and mixed-delivery preschool serv-
ices. Such plan shall include, at a minimum,
each of the following:

(1) A certification that—

(A) the State has in place, or will have in
place no later than 1 year after the State
first receives funding under this section, de-
velopmentally appropriate, evidence-based
preschool education standards that, at a
minimum, are as rigorous as the standards
specified in subparagraph (B) of section
641A(a)(1) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C.
9836a(a)(1)) and include program standards
for class sizes and ratios; and

(B) the State will coordinate such stand-
ards with other early learning standards in
the State.

(2) An assurance that the State will en-
sure—

(A) all preschool services in the State fund-
ed under this section will—

(i) be universally available to all children
in the State without any additional eligi-
bility requirements; and

(ii) be high-quality, free, and inclusive; and

(B) that the local preschool programs in
the State funded under this section will—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(i) by not later than 18 months after the
program receives such funding, meet the
State’s preschool education standards de-
scribed in paragraph (1);

(ii) offer programming that meets the du-
ration requirements of at least 1,020 annual
hours;

(iii) adopt policies and practices to conduct
outreach and provide expedited enrollment,
including prioritization, to—

(I) children experiencing homelessness
(which, in the case of a child attending a pro-
gram provided by an eligible provider de-
scribed in section 301(6)(A), shall include im-
mediate enrollment for the child);

(IT) children in foster care or kinship care;

(III) children in families who are engaged
in migrant or seasonal agricultural labor;

(IV) children with disabilities, including
eligible children who are served under part C
of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.); and

(V) dual language learners;

(iv) provide for salaries, and set schedules
for salaries, for staff of providers in the
State preschool program, including staff
serving infants and toddlers employed by the
same provider, that are equivalent to sala-
ries of elementary school staff with similar
credentials and experience;

(v) at a minimum, provide a living wage for
all staff of such providers; and

(vi) require educational qualifications for
teachers in the preschool program including,
at a minimum, requiring that lead teachers
in the preschool program have a bacca-
laureate degree in early childhood education
or a related field by not later than 6 years
after the date on which the State first re-
ceives funds under this section, except that—

(I) subject to subclause (II), the require-
ments under this clause shall not apply to
individuals who were employed by an eligible
provider or early education program for a cu-
mulative 3 of the 5 years immediately pre-
ceding the date of enactment of this Act and
have the necessary content knowledge and
teaching skills for early childhood edu-
cators, as demonstrated through measures
determined by the State; and

(IT) nothing in this section shall require
the State to lessen State requirements for
educational qualifications, in existence on
the date of enactment of this Act, to serve as
a teacher in a State preschool program.

(3) For States with existing publicly fund-
ed State preschool programs (as of the date
of submission of the State plan), a descrip-
tion of how the State plans to use funding
provided under this section to ensure that
such existing programs in the State meet the
requirements of this title for a State pre-
school program.

(4) A description of how the State, in es-
tablishing and operating the State preschool
program supported under this section, will—

(A) support a mixed-delivery system for
any new slots funded under this section, in-
cluding by facilitating the participation of
Head Start programs and programs offered
by licensed child care providers;

(B) ensure the State preschool program
does not disrupt the stability of infant and
toddler child care throughout the State;

(C) ensure adequate consultation with the
State Advisory Council on Early Childhood
Education and Care designated or estab-
lished in section 642B(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Head
Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9837b(b)(1)(A)(1)) in the
development of its plan, including consulta-
tion in how the State intends to distribute
slots under subparagraph (E);

(D) partner with Head Start agencies to en-
sure the full utilization of Head Start pro-
grams within the State; and

(E) distribute new preschool slots and re-
sources equitably among child care (includ-
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ing family child care) providers, Head Start
agencies, and schools within the State.

(5) A certification that the State, in oper-
ating the program described in this section
for a fiscal year—

(A) will not reduce the total preschool
slots provided in State-funded preschool pro-
grams from the number of such slots in the
previous fiscal year; or

(B) if the number of eligible children iden-
tified in the State declines from the previous
fiscal year, will maintain at least the pre-
vious year’s ratio of the total preschool slots
described in subparagraph (A) to eligible
children so identified.

(6) An assurance that the State will use
funding provided under this section to ensure
children with disabilities have access to and
participate in inclusive preschool programs
consistent with provisions in the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1400 et seq.), and a description of how the
State will collaborate with entities carrying
out programs under section 619 or part C of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.), to support
inclusive preschool programs.

(7) An assurance that the State will pro-
vide assistance under this section only to eli-
gible providers that prohibit the use of sus-
pension, expulsion, and aversive behavioral
interventions in the State preschool program
described in this section.

(8) An assurance that the State will coordi-
nate services provided under this title with
services and supports provided under the
Child Care and Development Block Grant
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9857 et seq.), section 619
and part C of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et
seq.), the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et
seq.), the Preschool Development Grants pro-
gram under section 9212 of the Every Student
Succeeds Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 note), the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11301 et seq.), and the maternal, infant, and
early childhood home visiting programs
under section 511 of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. M1).

(9) A certification that the State will sup-
port the continuous quality improvement of
programs providing preschool services under
this title, including support through tech-
nical assistance, monitoring, and research.

(10) A certification that the State will en-
sure a highly qualified early childhood work-
force to support the requirements of this
title.

(11) An assurance that the State will meet
the requirements of clauses (ii) and (iii) of
section 658E(c)(2)(T) of the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 9858c(c)(2)(T)), with respect to funding
and assessments under this title.

(12) A certification that subgrant and con-
tract amounts provided as described in sec-
tion 304 will be sufficient to enable eligible
providers to meet the requirements of this
title, and will provide for increased payment
amounts based on the criteria described in
clauses (iv) and (v) of paragraph (2)(B).

(13) An agreement to provide to the Sec-
retary such periodic reports, providing a de-
tailed accounting of the uses of funding re-
ceived under this section, as the Secretary
may require for the administration of this
section.

(f) DURATION OF THE PLAN.—Each State
plan shall remain in effect for a period of not
more than 3 years. Amendments to the State
plan shall remain in effect for the duration
of the plan.

SEC. 304. SUBGRANTS AND CONTRACTS FOR
LOCAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS.

(a) SUBGRANTS AND CONTRACTS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—A State that receives a
payment under section 303(b) for a fiscal year
shall use amounts provided through the pay-
ment to pay the costs of subgrants to, or
contracts with, eligible providers to operate
universal, high-quality, free, and inclusive
preschool programs (which State-funded pro-
grams may be referred to in this section as
“local preschool programs’’) through the
State preschool program in accordance with
subsection (c). A State shall reduce or in-
crease the amounts provided under such sub-
grants or contracts if needed to adjust for
any overpayment or underpayment described
in section 303(b)(4).

(2) AMOUNT.—A State shall award a
subgrant or contract under this section in a
sufficient amount to enable the eligible pro-
vider to operate a local preschool program
that meets the requirements of section
303(e)(2), which amount shall reflect vari-
ations in the cost of preschool services by ge-
ographic area, type of provider, and age of
child, and the additional costs associated
with providing inclusive preschool services
for children with disabilities.

(3) DURATION.—The State shall award a
subgrant or contract under this section for a
period of not less than 3 years, unless the
subgrant or contract is terminated or sus-
pended, or the subgrant period is reduced, for
cause.

(b) ENHANCED PAYMENTS FOR COMPREHEN-
SIVE SERVICES.—In awarding subgrants or
contracts under this subsection and in addi-
tion to meeting the requirements of sub-
section (a)(2), the State shall award sub-
grants or contracts with enhanced payments
to eligible providers that offer local pre-
school programs funded under this section to
a high percentage of low-income children to
support comprehensive services.

(c) ESTABLISHING AND EXPANDING UNI-
VERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS.—

(1) ESTABLISHING AND EXPANDING UNIVERSAL
PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS IN HIGH-NEED COMMU-
NITIES.—In awarding subgrants or contracts
under this section, the State shall first
prioritize establishing and expanding uni-
versal local preschool programs within and
across high-need communities by awarding
subgrants or contracts to eligible providers
operating within and across, or with capac-
ity to operate within and across, such high-
need communities. The State shall—

(A) use a research-based methodology ap-
proved by the Secretary to identify such
high-need communities, as determined by—

(i) the rate of poverty in the community;

(ii) rates of access to high-quality pre-
school within the community; and

(iii) other indicators of community need as
required by the Secretary; and

(B) distribute funding for preschool serv-
ices under this section within such a high-
need community so that a majority of chil-
dren in the community are offered such pre-
school services before the State establishes
and expands preschool services in commu-
nities with lower levels of need.

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Subgrants or contracts
awarded under paragraph (1) shall be used to
enroll and serve children in such a local pre-
school program involved, including by pay-
ing the costs—

(A) of personnel (including classroom and
administrative personnel), including com-
pensation (including benefits);

(B) associated with implementing the
State’s preschool standards, providing cur-
riculum supports, and meeting early learn-
ing and development standards;

(C) of professional development, teacher
supports, and training;

(D) of implementing and meeting develop-
mentally appropriate health and safety
standards (including licensure, where appli-
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cable), teacher to child ratios, and group size
maximums;

(E) of materials, equipment, and supplies;
and

(F) of rent or a mortgage, utilities, build-
ing security, indoor and outdoor mainte-
nance, and insurance.

(d) ESTABLISHING AND EXPANDING UNI-
VERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS IN ADDITIONAL
COMMUNITIES.—Once a State that receives a
payment under section 303(b) meets the re-
quirements of subsection (¢c) with respect to
establishing and expanding local preschool
programs within and across high-need com-
munities, the State shall use funds from
such payment to enroll and serve children in
local preschool programs, as described in
such subsection, in additional communities
in accordance with the metrics described in
subsection (c)(1)(A). Such funds shall be used
for the activities described in subparagraphs
(A) through (F) of subsection (c)(2).

SEC. 305. PAYMENTS FOR UNIVERSAL PRE-
SCHOOL SERVICES TO INDIAN
TRIBES AND TERRITORIES.

(a) INDIAN TRIBES AND TRIBAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2027 through 2032, from the amount appro-
priated for Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations under section 302(b)(1), the Secretary
shall make payments to Indian Tribes and
Tribal organizations with an application ap-
proved under paragraph (2), and the Tribes
and Tribal organizations shall be entitled to
such payments for the purpose of carrying
out the preschool program described in this
title, consistent, to the extent practicable as
determined by the Secretary, with the re-
quirements applicable to States.

(2) APPLICATIONS.—An Indian Tribe or Trib-
al organization seeking a payment under
this subsection shall submit an application
to the Secretary at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the
Secretary may specify.

(b) TERRITORIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2027 through 2032, from the amount appro-
priated for territories under section 302(b)(2),
the Secretary shall make payments to the
territories with an application approved
under paragraph (2), and the territories shall
be entitled to such payments, for the purpose
of carrying out the preschool program de-
scribed in this title, consistent, to the extent
practicable as determined by the Secretary,
with the requirements applicable to States.

(2) APPLICATIONS.—A territory seeking a
payment under this subsection shall submit
an application to the Secretary at such time,
in such manner, and containing such infor-
mation as the Secretary may specify.

(c) LEAD AGENCY.—The head of an Indian
Tribe or territory desiring for the Indian
Tribe or a related Tribal organization, or
territory, to receive a payment under this
section shall designate a lead agency (such
as a tribal or territorial agency or joint
interagency office) for the administration of
the preschool program of the Indian Tribe or
territory, under this section.

SEC. 306. GRANTS TO LOCALITIES AND HEAD
START EXPANSION IN NONPARTICI-
PATING STATES.

(a) ELIGIBLE LOCALITY DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘eligible locality’’ means a
city, county, or other unit of general local
government, a local educational agency, or a
Head Start agency.

(b) GRANTS TO LOCALITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Education,
shall use funds reserved in section 302(b)(5)
to award local universal preschool grants, as
determined by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, to eligible localities lo-
cated in States that have not received pay-
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ments under section 303. The Secretary shall
award the grants to eligible localities in a
State from the allotment made for that
State under paragraph (2). The Secretary
shall specify the requirements for an eligible
locality to conduct a preschool program
under this section which shall, to the great-
est extent practicable, be consistent with the
requirements applicable to States under this
title, for a universal, high-quality, free, and
inclusive preschool program.

(2) ALLOTMENTS.—For each State described
in paragraph (1), the Secretary shall allot for
the State for a fiscal year an amount that
bears the same relationship to the funds ap-
propriated under section 302(b)(5) for the fis-
cal year as the number of children from fam-
ilies with family incomes at or below 200 per-
cent of the poverty line, and who are under
the age of 6, in the State bears to the total
number of all such children in all States de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

(3) APPLICATION.—To receive a grant from
the corresponding State allotment under
this section, an eligible locality shall submit
an application to the Secretary at such time,
in such manner, and containing such infor-
mation as the Secretary may require. The
requirements for the application shall, to the
greatest extent practicable, be consistent
with the State plan requirements applicable
to States under this title.

(c) HEAD START EXPANSION IN NONPARTICI-
PATING STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use
funds appropriated under section 302(b)(5), to
make awards to Head Start agencies in a
State described in subsection (b)(1) to carry
out the purposes of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9831 et seq.) in such State.

(2) RULE.—For purposes of carrying out the
Head Start Act in circumstances not involv-
ing awards under this subsection, funds
awarded under paragraph (1) shall not be in-
cluded in the calculation of a ‘‘base grant”
as such term is defined in section 640(a)(7)(A)
of the Head Start Act (42 TU.S.C.
9835(a)(7)(A)).

(3) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘Head Start agency’ means an entity
designated or eligible to be designated as a
Head Start agency under section 641(a)(1) of
the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9836(a)(1)) or as
an Early Head Start agency (by receiving a
grant) under section 645A(a) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 9840a(a)).

(d) PRIORITY FOR SERVING UNDERSERVED
COMMUNITIES.—In making determinations to
award a grant or make an award under this
section, the Secretary shall give priority to
entities serving communities with a high
percentage of children from families with
family incomes at or below 200 percent of the
poverty line.

SEC. 307. ALLOWABLE SOURCES OF
ERAL SHARE.

For purposes of calculating the amount of
the non-Federal share, as determined under
section 303(b)(3), relating to a payment under
section 303(b), a State’s non-Federal share—

(1) may be in cash or in kind, fairly evalu-
ated, including facilities or property, equip-
ment, or services;

(2) shall include any increase in amounts
spent by the State to expand half-day Kkin-
dergarten programs in the State, as of the
day before the date of enactment of this Act,
into full day kindergarten programs;

(3) shall not include contributions being
used as a non-Federal share or match for an-
other Federal award;

(4) shall be provided from State or local
sources, contributions from philanthropy or
other private organizations, or a combina-
tion of such sources and contributions; and

(5) shall count not more than 100 percent of
the State’s current spending on prekinder-
garten programs, calculated as the average
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amount of such spending by the State for fis-
cal years 2024, 2025, and 2026, toward the
State’s non-Federal share.

SEC. 308. MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—If a State reduces its
combined fiscal effort per child for the State
preschool program (whether a publicly fund-
ed preschool program or a program under
this title) or through State supplemental as-
sistance funds for Head Start programs as-
sisted under the Head Start Act, or through
any State spending on early childhood pro-
grams or preschool services for any fiscal
year that a State receives payments under
section 303(b) (referred to in this paragraph
as the ‘‘reduction fiscal year’) relative to
the previous fiscal year, the Secretary, in
collaboration with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, shall reduce support for such State
under such subsection by the same amount
as the total reduction in that State fiscal ef-
fort for such reduction fiscal year.

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary, in collabora-
tion with the Secretary of Education, may
waive the requirements of subsection (a) if—

(1) the Secretaries determine that a waiver
would be appropriate due to a precipitous de-
cline in the financial resources of a State as
a result of unforeseen economic hardship, or
a natural disaster, that has necessitated
across-the-board reductions in State services
during the 5-year period preceding the date
of the determination, including for early
childhood education programs; or

(2) due to the circumstance of a State re-
quiring reductions in specific programs, in-
cluding early childhood education programs,
the State presents to the Secretaries a jus-
tification and demonstration why other pro-
grams could not be reduced and how early
childhood education programs in the State
will not be disproportionately harmed by
such State reductions.

SEC. 309. SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.

Funds received under this title shall be
used to supplement and not supplant other
Federal, State, and local public funds ex-
pended on prekindergarten programs in the
State on the date of enactment of this Act,
calculated as the average amount of such
Federal, State, and local public funds ex-
pended for fiscal years 2024, 2025, and 2026.
SEC. 310. NONDISCRIMINATION PROVISIONS.

The following provisions of law shall apply
to any program or activity that receives
funds provided under this title:

(1) Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.).

(2) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.).

(3) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 (29 U.S.C. 794).

(4) The Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).

SEC. 311. MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT.

(a) REVIEW OF COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIRE-
MENTS AND STATE PLAN.—The Secretary
shall review and monitor compliance of
States, territories, Tribal entities, and local
entities with this title and State compliance
with the State plan described in section
303(e), including a process for progress up-
dates on the requirements described in sec-
tion 303(e)(1).

(b) ISSUANCE OF RULE.—The Secretary shall
establish by rule procedures for—

(1) receiving, processing, and determining
the validity of complaints or findings con-
cerning any failure of a State to comply with
the State plan or any other requirement of
this title;

(2) notifying a State when the Secretary
has determined there has been a failure by
the State to comply with a requirement of
this title; and

(3) imposing sanctions under this section
for such a failure.
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SEC. 312. REPORTING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State that receives
a payment under section 303 shall prepare an
annual report, in such manner and con-
taining such information as the Secretary of
Health and Human Services may reasonably
require.

(b) CONTENTS.—A report prepared under
subparagraph (a) shall contain, at a min-
imum—

(1) a description of the manner in which
the State has used the funds made available
through the payment and a report of the ex-
penditures made with the funds;

(2) a summary of the State’s progress to-
ward providing access to high-quality pre-
school programs for eligible children;

(3) the number and percentage of children
in the State participating in eligible pre-
school programs, disaggregated by race, eth-
nicity, family income, child age, disability,
and whether the children are homeless chil-
dren, children in foster care, or dual lan-
guage learners;

(4) data on the number and percentage of
children in the State participating in public
kindergarten programs, disaggregated by
race, family income, child age, disability,
and whether the children are homeless chil-
dren, children in foster care, or dual lan-
guage learners, with information on whether
such programs are offered—

(A) for a full day; and

(B) at no cost to families;

(5) data on the kindergarten readiness of
children across the State;

(6) data on recruitment and retention of
early childhood staff disaggregated by pro-
vider type, and age of children served; and

(7) data regarding coordination efforts with
other child care and early childhood edu-
cation programs, including those funded
under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et
seq.).

TITLE IV—HEAD START EXTENDED
DURATION

SEC. 401. EXTENDED DURATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9801 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 657C (42 U.S.C.
9852¢) as section 657D; and

(2) by inserting after section 657B (42
U.S.C. 9852b) the following:

“SEC. 657C. EXTENDED DURATION.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
make grants to Head Start agencies (includ-
ing Early Head Start agencies) funded under
this subchapter to enable such agencies—

‘(1) to provide access to a full school year
and a full school day of services;

‘“(2) in the case of a migrant and seasonal
Head Start agency, to provide access to addi-
tional service hours to ensure continuous
Head Start services as determined by the
Secretary; or

““(3) in the case of a Head Start agency (in-
cluding an Early Head Start agency) that al-
ready meets the full-day, full-year services
needs within its community, to enhance the
quality of Head Start services (including
Early Head Start services) provided to chil-
dren served by such agency.

“(b) APPLICATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this section, a Head Start
agency shall submit an application at such
time and in such manner as the Secretary
may require. Such application shall in-
clude—

‘“(A) evidence of—

‘(i) the number and percentage of slots—

‘(I) in the agency’s Head Start center-
based programs (that are not Early Head
Start programs)—

‘“(aa) that are currently funded (as of the
date of submission of the application); and
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““(bb) in which services are provided for at
least the equivalent of 1,020 hours per year;
and

“(IT) in the agency’s Early Head Start cen-
ter-based programs—

‘‘(aa) that are currently funded (as of that
date); and

‘“(bb) in which services are provided for at
least the equivalent of 1,380 hours per year;
and

‘“(ii) the number and percentage of slots, in
the agency’s Head Start family child care
programs—

‘(I that are currently funded (as of that
date); and

“(IT) in which services are provided for at
least the equivalent of 1380 hours per year;

‘“(B) a description of an approach, using
the current community-wide strategic plan-
ning and needs assessment described in sec-
tion 640(g)(1)(C) and current program sched-
ule (current as of the date of submission of
the application), that transitions all of the
agency’s Head Start programs to a full
school day, full school year program sched-
ule; and

“(C) a budget justification that estimates
the supplemental funding necessary to pro-
vide for incremental ongoing operating costs
for the extended hours of service under such
a program schedule for the current enroll-
ment in the agency’s Head Start programs.

*“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—

““(A) MIGRANT AND SEASONAL HEAD START.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A migrant and seasonal
Head Start agency may apply for a grant de-
scribed in subsection (a) without meeting the
requirements specified in paragraph (1) to
ensure continuous Head Start services are
provided to children enrolled in a migrant
and seasonal Head Start program. To be eli-
gible to receive the grant, the agency shall
submit an application at such time and in
such manner as the Secretary may require.

‘“(ii) PRIORITY.—In making grants to appli-
cants described in clause (i), the Secretary
shall give priority to a migrant and seasonal
Head Start agency operating for fewer than
8 months per year.

“(B) FULL-DAY, FULL-YEAR HEAD START
AGENCIES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A Head Start agency (in-
cluding an Early Head Start agency) that
certifies to the Secretary that it is meeting
the full-day, full-year need within its com-
munity may apply for a grant to enhance the
quality of services provided to children en-
rolled in its Head Start program (including
its Early Head Start program) in accordance
with subsection (¢)(2).

‘“(ii) APPLICATION.—A Head Start agency
(including Early Head Start agency) that
meets the requirements of clause (i) shall
submit an application, which shall include—

‘(D) the proposed uses of funds in accord-
ance with subsection (¢)(2); and

‘“(IT) how such uses of funds relate to the
community-wide strategic planning and
needs assessment described under section
640(2)(1)(C).

““(c) USE OF FUNDS.—

‘(1) EXTENDED DURATION.—A Head Start
agency that meets the requirements of para-
graph (1) or (2) of subsection (a) receiving a
grant under this section shall use the grant
funds to cover the costs associated with ex-
tending those hours of service for the cur-
rent enrollment, such as additional costs
for—

‘“(A) the purchase, rental, renovation, and
maintenance of additional facilities;

‘(B) ongoing purchases of classroom sup-
plies;

“(C) staff providing services during the ex-
tended hours; and

‘(D) professional development to staff
transitioning to providing services during
the extended hours.
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‘‘(2) ENHANCING PROGRAM QUALITY.—A Head
Start agency (including an Early Head Start
agency) that meets the requirements of sub-
section (a)(3) shall use funds for the activi-
ties authorized under section 640(a)(5)(B).

‘“(3) EXCEPTION.—The Head Start agency
shall not use the grant funds to expand the
number of children served in the Head Start
program (including the Early Head Start
program) of the agency.

*“(d) RESERVATIONS.—

‘(1) ACTIVITIES.—From the total amount
appropriated to carry out this section, the
Secretary shall—

““(A) for making grants for the activities
described in subsection (c¢)(1)(A), reserve
$4,000,000,000 of the funds appropriated for
fiscal year 2027; and

“(B) for making grants for the activities
described in any of subparagraphs (B)
through (D) of subsection (¢)(1), reserve—

‘(i) $833,000,000 of the funds appropriated
for fiscal year 2027;

‘‘(ii) $852,000,000 of the funds appropriated
for fiscal year 2028; and

‘‘(iii) $872,000,000 of the funds appropriated
for fiscal year 2029.

“2) PRIORITY.—The Secretary  shall
prioritize Head Start agencies (including
Early Head Start agencies) that are applying
to use funds to carry out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1).

‘(3) MIGRANT OR SEASONAL HEAD START
PROGRAMS.—From the amount appropriated
to carry out this section for a fiscal year and
reserved under paragraph (1)(B), the Sec-
retary shall reserve 4.5 percent for migrant
or seasonal Head Start programs.

‘“(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section—

‘(1) $4,833,000,000 for fiscal year 2027;

““(2) $852,000,000 for fiscal year 2028; and

“(3) $872,000,000 for fiscal year 2029.

‘“(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) FULL SCHOOL DAY; FULL SCHOOL YEAR.—
The terms ‘full school day’ and ‘full school
year’ mean such a day and year, respec-
tively, within the meaning of the Head Start
Program Performance standards issued
under section 641A(a).

“(2) MIGRANT AND SEASONAL HEAD START
AGENCY.—The term ‘migrant and seasonal
Head Start agency’ means an agency that is
funded under this subchapter to provide a
migrant and seasonal Head Start program.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 640
of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9835) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(6), by striking ‘‘appro-
priated under this subchapter’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘appropriated under
section 639”’; and

(2) in subsection (g)(3)(A)—

(A) by striking ‘‘amount appropriated’”
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘amount
appropriated under section 639’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘services provided under
this subchapter’ and inserting ‘‘services pro-
vided under this subchapter (other than sec-
tion 657C)”’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘agency under this sub-
chapter” and inserting ‘‘agency under this
subchapter (other than section 657C)”’.

SEC. 402. APPROPRIATION FOR WAGES.

(a) APPROPRIATION.—There is authorized to
be appropriated, and there is appropriated,
out of any funds in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, $2,700,000,000 for fiscal
year 2027 and each subsequent fiscal year, to
carry out subsection (b).

(b) USE orF FunNDS.—Using funds made
available under subsection (a), the Secretary
of Health and Human Services shall assist
Head Start agencies (including Early Head
Start agencies) funded under the Head Start
Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.), to the extent
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needed to ensure that their teachers and
staff—

(1) receive wages that are comparable to
wages for elementary educators with similar
credentials and experience in the State; or

(2) at a minimum, receive a living wage.

(c) APPLICATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall apply the
Head Start Act, except to the extent that
subsection (b) is inconsistent with that Act.

SA 4640. Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER
(for herself and Mr. MURPHY) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 1383, to establish
the Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PAY OUR COAST GUARD.

(a) CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS FOR MEM-
BERS AND CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES OF THE COAST
GUARD.—There are hereby appropriated for
fiscal year 2026, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for any
period during which interim or full-year ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 are not in ef-
fect—

(1) such sums as are necessary to provide
pay and allowances to members of the Coast
Guard, including members of the Coast
Guard Reserve who perform active service or
inactive-duty training (as such terms are de-
fined in section 101(d) of title 10, United
States Code) during such period; and

(2) such sums as are necessary to provide
pay and allowances to civilian employees of
the Coast Guard.

(b) TERMINATION.—Appropriations and
funds made available and authority granted
pursuant to this section shall be available
until whichever of the following first occurs:

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation (including a continuing appropria-
tion) for any purpose for which amounts are
made available in subsection (a).

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble regular or continuing appropriations res-
olution or other Act without any appropria-
tion for such purpose.

(3) September 30, 2026.

(¢) RETROACTIVE EFFECTIVE DATE.—This
section shall take effect as if enacted on
February 13, 2026.

SA 4641. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. TRANSFER OF FUNDS.

Of the amount appropriated to U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement for deten-
tion facilities under section 90003 of Public
Law 119-21, $500,000,000 shall be transferred to
the Nonprofit Security Grant Program es-
tablished under section 2009 of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 609a).

SA 4642. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. JUDICIAL WARRANT REQUIREMENT.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Section 287 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1357) is
amended—
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(1) by striking ‘‘Service’” each place such
term appears and inserting ‘‘Department of
Homeland Security’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘Attorney General” each
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security’’; and

(3) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘without
warrant’” and inserting ¢, subject to the
terms of a warrant issued by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction with respect to actions
authorized under paragraphs (1), (3), and (4)
or with lawfully-obtained consent’’.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
section 287(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as amended by subsection
(a)(3), may be used to obviate the application
of protections guaranteed by the Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States to any immigration enforce-
ment activity conducted pursuant to such
section before the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SA 4643. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . CONSIDERATION OF IMPACT OF MILI-
TARY OPERATIONS ON GASOLINE
PRICES.

On an after the date of the enactment of
this Act, before initiating any operation by
the United States Armed Forces in a major
oil-producing region, the President shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on the anticipated
impact of the operation on gasoline prices in
the United States.

SA 4644. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE RECOGNIZING
THAT JOSEPH R. BIDEN WON THE
2020 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.

It is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) Joseph R. Biden won the 2020 presi-
dential election; and

(2) the 2020 presidential election was safe
and secure.

SA 4645. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPORT BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
ON DECEPTIVE VOTER SUPPRES-
SION.

The Attorney General shall annually—

(1) prepare a report on the incidents of de-
ceptive voter suppression practices that oc-
curred in the previous year and enforcement
actions taken by the Department of Justice
regarding such incidents; and

(2) submit such report to the Committee on
the Judiciary of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SA 4646. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
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proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON DECEPTIVE COMMU-
NICATIONS REGARDING FEDERAL
ELECTIONS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Subsection (b) of section
2004 of the Revised Statutes (52 U.S.C.
10101(b)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“No person’ and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No person’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘‘(2) PROHIBITION ON DECEPTIVE COMMUNICA-
TIONS REGARDING FEDERAL ELECTIONS.—

‘““(A) FALSE STATEMENTS.—NoO Dperson,
whether acting under color of law or other-
wise, shall, within 60 days before an election
described in paragraph (4), by any means, in-
cluding by means of written, electronic, or
telephonic communications, communicate or
cause to be communicated information de-
scribed in subparagraph (C), or produce infor-
mation described in subparagraph (C) with
the intent that such information be commu-
nicated, if such person—

‘(i) knows such information to be materi-
ally false; and

‘‘(ii) has the intent to impede or prevent
another person from exercising the right to
vote in an election described in paragraph
(4).

‘“(B) USE OF GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE.—No person, whether acting under
color of law or otherwise, shall use an artifi-
cial intelligence system, including a genera-
tive artificial intelligence system, to
produce information described in subpara-
graph (C) within 60 days before an election
described in paragraph (4) if such person—

‘(i) has the intent to use the system to
produce false information; and

‘(ii) has the intent to use the system to
impede or prevent another person from exer-
cising the right to vote in an election de-
scribed in paragraph (4).

¢“(C) INFORMATION DESCRIBED.—Information
is described in this subparagraph if such in-
formation is regarding—

‘(i) the time, place, or manner of holding
any election described in paragraph (4); or

‘“(ii) the qualifications for or restrictions
on voter eligibility for any such election, in-
cluding—

‘(I) any criminal, civil, or other legal pen-
alties associated with voting in any such
election; or

“(IT) information regarding a voter’s reg-
istration status or eligibility.

‘‘(3) HINDERING, INTERFERING WITH, OR PRE-
VENTING VOTING OR REGISTERING TO VOTE.—NoO
person, whether acting under color of law or
otherwise, shall intentionally hinder, inter-
fere with, or prevent another person from
voting, registering to vote, or aiding another
person to vote or register to vote in an elec-
tion described in paragraph (4), including by
operating a polling place or ballot box that
falsely purports to be an official location es-
tablished for such an election by a unit of
government.

‘“(4) ELECTION DESCRIBED.—An election de-
scribed in this paragraph is any general, pri-
mary, runoff, or special election held solely
or in part for the purpose of nominating or
electing a candidate for the office of Presi-
dent, Vice President, Presidential elector,
Member of the Senate, Member of the House
of Representatives, or Delegate or Commis-
sioner from a Territory or possession.

*“(5) DEFINITIONS.—
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““(A) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term
‘artificial intelligence’ has the meaning
given the term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401).

“(B) GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE.—The term ‘generative artificial in-
telligence’ means the class of artificial intel-
ligence models that emulate the structure
and characteristics of input data in order to
generate derived synthetic content. This can
include images, videos, audio, text, and other
digital content.”.

(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section
2004 of the Revised Statutes (52 U.S.C.
10101(c)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“Whenever any person’’ and
inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Whenever any person’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) CIVIL ACTION.—Any person aggrieved
by a violation of this section may institute
a civil action for preventive relief, including
an application in a United States district
court for a permanent or temporary injunc-
tion, restraining order, or other order. In any
such action, the court, in its discretion, may
allow the prevailing party a reasonable at-
torney’s fee as part of the costs.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 2004
of the Revised Statutes (62 U.S.C. 10101) is
amended—

(A) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (c¢)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection
(©)(1)”; and

(B) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (¢)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(e)(1)”.

(c) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—

(1) DECEPTIVE ACTS.—Section 594 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“Whoever intimidates’ and
inserting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Whoever intimi-
dates’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘at any election’ and in-
serting ‘‘at any general, primary, runoff, or
special election’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

““(b) DECEPTIVE ACTS.—

‘(1) FALSE STATEMENTS REGARDING FED-
ERAL ELECTIONS.—

‘‘(A) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful for
any person, whether acting under color of
law or otherwise, within 60 days before an
election described in subsection (d), by any
means, including by means of written, elec-
tronic, or telephonic communications, to
communicate or cause to be communicated
information described in subparagraph (B),
or produce information described in subpara-
graph (B) with the intent that such informa-
tion be communicated, if such person—

‘(i) knows such information to be materi-
ally false; and

‘(i) has the intent to impede or prevent
another person from exercising the right to
vote in an election described in subsection
().

‘“(B) INFORMATION DESCRIBED.—Information
is described in this subparagraph if such in-
formation is regarding—

‘(i) the time or place of holding any elec-
tion described in subsection (d); or

‘(i) the qualifications for or restrictions
on voter eligibility for any such election, in-
cluding—

‘() any criminal, civil, or other legal pen-
alties associated with voting in any such
election; or

‘“(IT1) information regarding a voter’s reg-
istration status or eligibility.

‘“(2) PENALTY.—Any person who violates
paragraph (1) shall be fined under this title,
imprisoned for not more than 1 year, or both.
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‘‘(c) HINDERING, INTERFERING WITH, OR PRE-
VENTING VOTING OR REGISTERING TO VOTE.—

‘(1) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful for
any person, whether acting under color of
law or otherwise, to corruptly hinder, inter-
fere with, or prevent another person from
voting, registering to vote, or aiding another
person to vote or register to vote in an elec-
tion described in subsection (d).

‘(2) PENALTY.—Any person who violates
paragraph (1) shall be fined under this title,
imprisoned for not more than 1 year, or both.

‘‘(d) ELECTION DESCRIBED.—An election de-
scribed in this subsection is any general, pri-
mary, runoff, or special election held solely
or in part for the purpose of nominating or
electing a candidate for the office of Presi-
dent, Vice President, Presidential elector,
Senator, Member of the House of Representa-
tives, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner
to the Congress.” .

(2) SENTENCING GUIDELINES.—

(A) REVIEW AND AMENDMENT.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the United States Sentencing Com-
mission, pursuant to its authority under sec-
tion 994 of title 28, United States Code, and
in accordance with this section, shall review
and, if appropriate, amend the Federal sen-
tencing guidelines and policy statements ap-
plicable to persons convicted of any offense
under section 594 of title 18, United States
Code, as amended by this section.

(B) AUTHORIZATION.—The United States
Sentencing Commission may amend the Fed-
eral Sentencing Guidelines in accordance
with the procedures set forth in section 21(a)
of the Sentencing Act of 1987 (28 U.S.C. 994
note) as though the authority under that
section had not expired.

(3) PAYMENTS FOR REFRAINING FROM VOT-
ING.—Subsection (c) of section 11 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10307) is
amended by striking ‘‘either for registration
to vote or for voting”’ and inserting ‘‘for reg-
istration to vote, for voting, or for not vot-
ing”.

(d) CORRECTIVE ACTION.—

(1) CORRECTIVE ACTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Attorney General
receives a credible report that materially
false information has been or is being com-
municated in violation of section 2004(b)(2) of
the Revised Statutes (52 U.S.C. 10101(b)(2)),
as added by subsection (a), and if the Attor-
ney General determines that State and local
election officials have not taken adequate
steps to promptly communicate accurate in-
formation to correct the materially false in-
formation, the Attorney General shall, pur-
suant to the written procedures and stand-
ards under paragraph (2), communicate to
the public, by any means, including by
means of written, electronic, or telephonic
communications, accurate information de-
signed to correct the materially false infor-
madtion.

(B) COMMUNICATION OF CORRECTIVE INFOR-
MATION.—Any information communicated by
the Attorney General under subparagraph
(A)—

(i) shall—

(I) be accurate and objective;

(IT) consist of only the information nec-
essary to correct the materially false infor-
mation that has been or is being commu-
nicated; and

(IIT) to the extent practicable, be by a
means that the Attorney General determines
will reach the persons to whom the materi-
ally false information has been or is being
communicated; and

(ii) shall not be designed to favor or dis-
favor any particular candidate, organization,
or political party.

(2) WRITTEN PROCEDURES AND STANDARDS
FOR TAKING CORRECTIVE ACTION.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General shall publish written pro-
cedures and standards for determining when
and how corrective action will be taken
under this subsection.

(B) INCLUSION OF APPROPRIATE DEADLINES.—
The procedures and standards under subpara-
graph (A) shall include appropriate dead-
lines, based in part on the number of days re-
maining before the upcoming election.

(C) CONSULTATION.—In developing the pro-
cedures and standards under subparagraph
(A), the Attorney General shall consult with
the Election Assistance Commission, State
and local election officials, civil rights orga-
nizations, voting rights groups, voter protec-
tion groups, and other interested community
organizations.

(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Attorney General such sums as may be
necessary to carry out this subsection.

SA 4647. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 4420 pro-
posed by Mr. THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT)
to the bill S. 1383, to establish the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee on Equal
Access, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

On page 27, between lines 19 and 20, insert
the following:

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting ‘‘(including through the dis-
semination of false or misleading informa-
tion regarding voter registration or voting)”’
after ‘‘defrauds’’;

SA 4648. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING VAC-
CINES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that, on
March 16, 2025, a District Court—

(1) held, with respect to actions under-
taken by Secretary of Health and Human
Services Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., that the
“reconstitution of the Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and the
January 2026 changes to the childhood im-
munization schedule violate the Administra-
tive Procedure Act’’;

(2) stayed guidance issued by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services revising
the childhood immunization schedule of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
pursuant to section 705 of title 5 United
States Code;

(3) stayed the appointments of the 13 mem-
bers of the Advisory Committee on Immuni-
zation Practices appointed on June 11, 2025,
September 11, 2025, and January 13, 2026; and

(4) stayed all votes taken by the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices while
such committee included the members so ap-
pointed.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) vaccines are safe, effective, and save
lives; and

(2) as the District Court found in American
Academy of Pediatrics v. Robert F. Kennedy,
Jr., the Department of Health and Human
Services disregarded procedural require-
ments ‘“‘and thereby undermined the integ-
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rity of its actions’ in upending the child-
hood vaccine schedule.

SA 4649. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REDIRECTING FUNDING FOR U.S. IM-
MIGRATION AND CUSTOMS EN-
FORCEMENT TO THE MEDICARE
PART A TRUST FUND.

(a) RECISION OF U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUS-
TOMS ENFORCEMENT APPROPRIATIONS.—Sec-
tions 90003 and 100052 of Public Law 119-21
(139 Stat. 358, 387) (commonly known as the
‘““One Big Beautiful Bill Act’’) are repealed
and the unobligated balances of amounts
made available under those sections (as in
effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of this Act) are rescinded.

(b) APPROPRIATIONS TO MEDICARE TRUST
FUND.—In addition to amounts otherwise
made available, there is appropriated to the
Federal Hospital Insurance Trust Fund
under section 1817 of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395i) for fiscal year 2026, out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, $75,000,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended.

SEC. . REPEAL OF RECONCILIATION

HEALTH PROVISIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), subtitle B of title VII of An
Act to provide for reconciliation pursuant to
title II of H. Con. Res. 14 (Public Law 119-21)
is repealed and any law or regulation re-
ferred to in such subtitle shall be applied as
if such subtitle and the amendments made
by such subtitle had not been enacted.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—subsection (a) shall not
apply to the provisions of and amendments
made by sections 71202, 71306, and 71401 of
such Act.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS UNDER THE
RURAL HEALTH TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM.—
Section 2105(h) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1397ee(h)), as added by Public Law 119-
21, is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B)—

(i) in the subparagraph heading by striking
“UNEXPENDED OR UNOBLIGATED” and insert-
ing ‘““AVAILABILITY OF’’;

(ii) by striking clauses (i) through (iii) and
inserting the following:

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii),
funds allocated to a State from amounts ap-
propriated under subparagraph (A) shall re-
main available until expended.”’; and

(iii) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause
(ii); and

(B) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1)(B)(iv)”’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph
DB

SA 4650. Ms. ALSOBROOKS sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the provisions of and amendments
made by this Act shall not apply before the
date on which there has been enacted a law
which extends the provisions of subsections
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(b)(3)(A)(iii) and (c)(1)(E) of section 36B of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 have been
extended to taxable years beginning after
December 31, 2025.

SA 4651. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. PROHIBITION AGAINST QUOTAS FOR IM-

MIGRATION ENFORCEMENT AR-
RESTS OR DEPORTATIONS.

No component of the Department of Home-
land Security may require or encourage indi-
vidual immigration enforcement officers or
agents or teams, units, or detachments of
such officers or agents to achieve a min-
imum number of arrests or deportations dur-
ing a specific period.

SA 4652. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 9, line 20, insert ‘‘(or, in the case
of an individual who resides 50 miles or more
away from the office of such official, pro-
vides a copy of such documentary proof to
such office via mail or online)’ after ‘‘offi-
cial”.

SA 4653. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4420 proposed by Mr.
THUNE (for Mr. SCHMITT) to the bill S.
1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 3, line 13, strike ‘‘card,” and all
that follows through line 17 and insert
“card.”.

SA 4654. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 4. PROHIBITION AGAINST POSTING ICE OF-

FICERS AND AGENTS AT POLLING
PLACES.

Consistent with the prohibition described
in section 592 of title 18, United States Code,
no Federal funds may be used to post any
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
officer or agent at or near any polling place
in any State while a general or special elec-
tion is being held.

SA 4655. Mr. COONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the
Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . FIREARMS TRANSFERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 922 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:
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‘“‘(aa)(1)(A) It shall be unlawful for any per-
son who is not a licensed importer, licensed
manufacturer, or licensed dealer to transfer
a firearm to any other person who is not so
licensed, unless a licensed importer, licensed
manufacturer, or licensed dealer has first
taken possession of the firearm for the pur-
pose of complying with subsection (t).

‘“(B) Upon taking possession of a firearm
under subparagraph (A), a licensee shall
comply with all requirements of this chapter
as if the licensee were transferring the fire-
arm from the inventory of the licensee to the
unlicensed transferee.

“(C) If a transfer of a firearm described in
subparagraph (A) will not be completed for
any reason after a licensee takes possession
of the firearm (including because the trans-
fer of the firearm to, or receipt of the fire-
arm by, the transferee would violate this
chapter), the return of the firearm to the
transferor by the licensee shall not con-
stitute the transfer of a firearm for purposes
of this chapter.

‘“(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to—

‘“(A) a law enforcement agency or any law
enforcement officer, armed private security
professional, or member of the Armed
Forces, to the extent the officer, profes-
sional, or member is acting within the
course and scope of employment and official
duties;

“(B) a transfer that is a loan or bona fide
gift between spouses, between domestic part-
ners, between parents and their children, in-
cluding step-parents and their step-children,
between siblings, between aunts or uncles
and their nieces or nephews, or between
grandparents and their grandchildren;

‘“(C) a transfer to an executor, adminis-
trator, trustee, or personal representative of
an estate or a trust that occurs by operation
of law upon the death of another person;

‘(D) a temporary transfer that is nec-
essary to prevent imminent death or great
bodily harm, including harm to self, family,
household members, or others, if the posses-
sion by the transferee lasts only as long as
immediately necessary to prevent the immi-
nent death or great bodily harm, including
the harm of domestic violence, dating part-
ner violence, sexual assault, stalking, and
domestic abuse;

‘““(E) a transfer that is approved by the At-
torney General under section 5812 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986; or

“(F) a temporary transfer if the transferor
has no reason to believe that the transferee
will use or intends to use the firearm in a
crime or is prohibited from possessing fire-
arms under State or Federal law, and the
transfer takes place and the transferee’s pos-
session of the firearm is exclusively—

‘(i) at a shooting range or in a shooting
gallery or other area designated for the pur-
pose of target shooting;

‘(ii) while reasonably necessary for the
purposes of hunting, trapping, or fishing, if
the transferor—

‘(D) has no reason to believe that the
transferee intends to use the firearm in a
place where it is illegal; and

‘“(IT) has reason to believe that the trans-
feree will comply with all licensing and per-
mit requirements for such hunting, trapping,
or fishing; or

‘‘(iii) while in the presence of the trans-
feror.

“(3) It shall be unlawful for a licensed im-
porter, licensed manufacturer, or licensed
dealer to transfer possession of, or title to, a
firearm to another person who is not so li-
censed unless the importer, manufacturer, or
dealer has provided such other person with a
notice of the prohibition under paragraph (1),
and such other person has certified that such
other person has been provided with this no-
tice on a form prescribed by the Attorney
General.”.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(b) AMENDMENT TO SECTION 924(a).—Section
924(a)(5) of title 18, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘(s) or (t)”’ and insert-
ing ““(s), (t), or (aa)”.

(¢c) RULES OF INTERPRETATION.—Nothing in
this section, or any amendment made by this
section, shall be construed to—

(1) authorize the establishment, directly or
indirectly, of a national firearms registry; or

(2) interfere with the authority of a State,
under section 927 of title 18, United States
Code, to enact a law on the same subject
matter as this section.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act.

SA 4656. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 1383, to
establish the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Equal Access, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ELIGIBILITY OF DISABILITY RETIREES
WITH COMBAT-RELATED DISABIL-
ITIES FOR CONCURRENT RECEIPT
OF VETERANS’ DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND RETIRED PAY.

(a) CONCURRENT RECEIPT IN CONNECTION
WITH CRSC.—Section 1413a(b) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by striking
paragraph (3).

(b) CONCURRENT RECEIPT GENERALLY.—Sec-
tion 1414(b) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by striking paragraph (2) and in-
serting the following new paragraphs:

¢(2) COMBAT-RELATED RETIREES.—An eligi-
ble combat-related disabled uniformed serv-
ices retiree (as defined in section 1413a(c) of
this title) who is retired under chapter 61 of
this title, is entitled to retired pay under
chapter 61 of this title for any month, and is
also entitled for that month to veterans’ dis-
ability compensation under title 38, is enti-
tled to be paid both such retired pay and
such veterans’ disability compensation for
that month without regard to sections 5304
and 5305 of title 38.

¢(3) EXCLUSION OF OTHER RETIREES.—Sub-
section (a) does not apply to a member re-
tired under chapter 61 of this title if the
member is not covered by paragraph (1) or
(2).”.

(¢c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) AMENDMENTS REFLECTING END OF CON-
CURRENT RECEIPT PHASE-IN PERIOD.—Section
1414 of title 10, United States Code, is further
amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(1)—

(i) by striking the second sentence; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B);

(B) by striking subsection (c¢) and redesig-
nating subsections (d) and (e) as subsections
(c) and (d), respectively; and

(C) in subsection (d), as redesignated, by
striking paragraphs (3) and (4).

(2) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of such
section 1414 is amended to read as follows:
“§1414. Members eligible for retired pay who

are also eligible for veterans’ disability

compensation: concurrent receipt”.

(3) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 71 of such
title is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 1414 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item:
¢1414. Members eligible for retired pay who

are also eligible for veterans’
disability compensation: con-
current receipt.”.

4) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1413a(f) of such title is amended by striking
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“Subsection (d)”’ and inserting ‘‘Subsection
(©)”’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the
first day of the first month beginning after
the date of the enactment of this Act and
shall apply to payments for months begin-
ning on or after that date.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
have seven requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 18, 2026,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 18, 2026, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
briefing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, March 18,
2026, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on a nomination.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 18, 2026, at 4 p.m., to conduct a
business meeting.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 18, 2026, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct an open hearing, and at 12 p.m., to
conduct a closed hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WATER, AND

WILDLIFE

The Subcommittee on Fisheries,
Water, and Wildlife of the Committee
on Environment and Public Works is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 18,
2026, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

——
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
19, 2026
Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
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