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remain available until September 30, 2029,
$45,000,000,000, for the Edward Byrne Memo-
rial Justice Assistance Grant Program.”’.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. BANKS. Mr. President, I have
two requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, March 17, 2026, at

10 a.m., to conduct a subcommittee
hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL

RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, March 17, 2026, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. LUM-
MIS). The Democratic leader.

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 4124, S. 4125, S. 4126, S. 4127

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
understand that there are four bills at
the desk, and I ask for their first read-
ing en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4124) to prohibit funds made
available to the Department of Justice from
being used to make a personal payment to
the President in connection with a claim
that is subject to the Federal Tort Claims
Act, whether in the form of a settlement or
any other payment from the Judgment Fund
for the personal benefit of the President.

A bill (S. 4125) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to impose a tax on damages
received by certain officers of the United
States on account of any civil action filed
against the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

A Dbill (S. 4126) to address the ineligibility
of Ashli Babbitt for military funeral honors.

A Dbill (S. 4127) making continuing appro-
priations for essential Transportation Secu-
rity Administration pay and operations dur-
ing the lapse in appropriations beginning on
February 14, 2026, and for other purposes.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
now ask for a second reading, and I ob-
ject to my own request, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will
receive their second reading on the
next legislative day.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

————
APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Chairman of the
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Senate Committee on Armed Services,
pursuant to the provisions of Public
Law 117-81, appoints the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the
Commission on the National Defense
Strategy: General John M ‘“Jack”
Keane, US Army, Retired of Virginia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
18, 2026

Mr. MORENO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 12 noon on
Wednesday, March 18; that following
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume the House message with respect
to S. 1383.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senators SCHIFF,
LEE, CANTWELL, and myself.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from California.

———
SAVE AMERICA ACT

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam President, the
author George Orwell wrote about a
dystopian future in which the party in
power spoke in doublespeak, a lan-
guage in which up meant down and
down meant up, good meant bad, and
nothing was as it seemed.

In the language of Orwellian
doublespeak, to save something meant
to destroy it, which brings me to the
so-called SAVE America Act.

This legislation will not save any-
thing about America, but it will de-
stroy something precious about this
country. It is not meant to empower
people to determine the direction of
the Nation but to deprive them of that
power; not to encourage citizen partici-
pation in government but to discourage
it; not to heal a nation that is badly di-
vided but to cause further division, dis-
union, and democratic decay—because
this is perhaps one of the most cra-
venly political efforts undertaken by
Congress in a generation.

The President knows that his policies
are deeply unpopular. He knows that
his war of choice with Iran is deeply
unpopular. He understands that he has
betrayed the promises he made to the
American people to bring down costs
and improve the quality of their lives.
He knows that the voters are prepared
to hold him accountable in the mid-
terms and vote his party out of power.
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But rather than address his many
policy failures, he wishes, instead, to
prevent people from voting. It is as
cynical a device as it is destructive of
the foundation of our democracy—the
right to vote.

Our Nation is facing a series of chal-
lenges that are touching every facet of
people’s lives. They are paying more at
the pump. They are paying more on
groceries. They are paying more to
heat their home, and this summer,
they will pay more to cool it. This is
all from a President that has gone from
promising to break inflation on day
one to now saying, ‘‘If prices rise, they
rise.” Imagine that. If prices rise, they
rise.

But that is not all. If the cost of oil
goes up, he declares, that is good be-
cause it means we make more money.

Well, maybe he does. Maybe, the oil
industry friends do. But the American
people who are paying through the
nose at gas stations all across the
country are not making more money.
They are spending it on gas at the
pump, and they cannot afford it.

This war of choice is costing America
billions. More importantly, 13 brave
servicemembers have lost their lives in
a new foreign war we were promised
would never be started.

Now, we have heard a whole host of
rationalizations for this war, expla-
nations for this war. None of them add
up. At one point, the President said
that we had to go to war with Iran be-
cause Iran was 2 weeks away from hav-
ing a nuclear bomb.

Well, beside the fact that there is no
intelligence suggesting even remotely
that that is true, the President himself
said, only 9 months ago, that we had
obliterated Iran’s nuclear capability.

Well, it can’t be both. The President
was either telling the truth 9 months
ago or he wasn’t; or he is telling the
truth now or he isn’t. But it can’t be
both. And, of course, everything we
know about Iran’s nuclear program in-
dicates they are not 2 weeks away from
having a nuclear bomb.

So it was also said by the Secretary
of State: We are at war with Iran be-
cause Israel was going to go to war
with Iran, and we knew that Iran would
retaliate against us; and, therefore, we
had to go to war with Iran.

But the President disputes that ra-
tionale for the war. The President says,
basically, that his Secretary of State is
wrong, that he forced Israel’s hand.

OK, so what is the President’s ration-
ale then for this war? Well, we all see
that the President and the Secretary
say it was necessary to destroy Iran’s
missile capability because those mis-
siles could soon hit the United States
of America, except that isn’t remotely
true either. The Defense Intelligence
Agency concluded that it would not be
9 years before Iran would have that
kind of capability. It would take 9
years for that country to develop mis-
siles capable of hitting the United
States.

So there was no imminent missile
threat to the United States. There was
no immediate nuclear threat.
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That leaves regime change. The
President has said that he wants Ira-
nians to rise up and challenge the re-
gime. At the same time, it is being
publicly reported that he was warned
that that would be extremely unlikely;
that is, that the Iranian people would
have the power to overturn this en-
trenched, murderous, terrorist-spon-
soring regime; that this would not be
Venezuela; that you couldn’t simply
take out the No. 1 mullah and expect
to replace him with the No. 2 mullah
that would do the United States’ bid-
ding; that that was not foreseeable, not
likely, not probable.

Instead, the President was warned
this could lead to an even more hard-
line regime. And now, we don’t have
the Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. We have
Mojtaba Khamenei, who is supposed to
be potentially even worse.

So this is not about regime change.
It is not about the missile program. It
is not about the nuclear program. It is
not because of Israel.

So what is it that led us into war?
What is it that justifies the risk to the
lives of our servicemembers? What is it
that justifies the tragic reality that 200
of our servicemembers have already
been injured in this conflict?

We are left to wonder. We haven’t
had a single public hearing about this.
We have not had the opportunity to put
any of these administration figures
under oath to explain why we are at
war; why the President betrayed his
promise to keep us out of foreign war,
to keep us out of regime-change wars,
to keep us out of another Middle East
war; why our servicemembers are bear-
ing the brunt of this; why American
consumers are bearing the brunt of
this.

There are public reports that General
Caine warned the President that Iran
might attack our allies in the region,
but the President expressed a surprise
that this has happened. There is public
reporting that the general also warned
the President that Iran might seek to
close the Strait of Hormuz. And Iran
has effectively closed the Strait of
Hormuz, and, as a result, we are all
paying for that in skyrocketing prices
at the pump.

All of this was all too eminently fore-
seeable. But here we are. Global oil
markets and global shipping are seeing
the seismic waves of Trump’s war in
Iran—a war without strategy, a war
with different aims depending on the
day, a war that some can’t even bring
themselves to call war because the mo-
ment they do—as the President calls it
war, as the Secretary of War calls it
war—but the moment that we in this
Chamber call it war, we are acknowl-
edging our own failure to live up to our
institutional responsibility that this is
the body with the power to declare
war, not the President.

The Founders did something remark-
able, at the time, when they entrusted
that power to Congress—not the Presi-
dent, not the executive branch—be-
cause they feared a President who
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would grow too fond of war. And this is
exactly what has happened.

Our allies are not standing with us, a
predictable outcome since we have not
stood with them. The President says
that China and Japan and all these
other countries are going to join us in
ushering ships into the Strait of
Hormuz, but none of those countries
are volunteering to do that.

We are seeing the time-tested propo-
sition of regime-change wars: You
break it, and you own it.

If you travel across California, as I
have, you will hear not just about the
sticker shock at the grocery store or
the gas pump—and grocery prices are
going to go up because fertilizer also
transits through the Strait of Hormuz.
The tariff policies are Killing farmers,
and the result is we are paying more at
the grocery store.

But it is not just the grocery store. It
is not just the gas station. You will
hear about how there are no homes
that average families can afford to buy,
no apartments that teachers can afford
or first responders. You will hear about
the fire or the storm or the flood that
turned the community upside down,
like the fires we had in Los Angeles,
when, a year later, they are still wait-
ing for the Federal help that was prom-
ised them to rebuild.

You will hear about the community
that is losing its only hospital or hav-
ing trouble keeping its OB/GYN or re-
cruiting an OB/GYN, its labor and de-
livery open because of drastic cuts to
healthcare. And instead of investing in
those critical parts of our community,
we are spending $1 billion a day with
this war in Iran.

If you listen closer, you hear a moth-
er ready to enter the golden years of
her retirement, worried that her 401(k)
won’t be enough to get her through, if
she is even lucky enough to have a
401(k); or a father in the prime of his
working years but worried that Social
Security may not be there when he is
finally ready to retire; a parent raising
a toddler, unable to return to work be-
cause the cost of childcare would erase
whatever income they would make; a
business owner unable to keep up with
tariffs that have changed their input
costs a dozen times the last 2 months;
a farmer finally ready to give in and
sell the farm to a big conglomerate
after generations of tilling the land be-
cause trade wars and immigration
raids have made farming impossible; a
college student about to earn their de-
gree seeing their world turned upside
down by technological revolution and
AI, wondering if their years of hard
work and exams will amount to any-
thing resembling a career; a high
school student seeing a world on fire
and wondering if their lives will be
anything like what their parents en-
joyed, if they can ever afford a home or
to retire or have access to healthcare
or raise a family or have a job that will
sustain them, whether they can still
live in a democracy even, or something
less, something more sinister, some-
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thing where Big Brother is watching
and listening, where what they say can
cost them their job or their future. I
have heard a great many examples of
these fears. My constituents have
shared their deep concerns with me.
Linda from Moreno Valley wrote:

Dear Senator Schiff, I'm a retired teacher
and having to make ends meet by picking up
work here and there. 69 years old and for the
first time in my life my family did not cele-
brate Thanksgiving or Christmas holidays
2025! Why?

I am hurting and don’t have the money!
Groceries, food prices are not down!

Gas prices are not down!

I could not pay the high drug price for pre-
scription mid-month, so I went without. I fix
a broken-down car every other month be-
cause I can’t afford a new or used one right
now.

Trump’s tariffs have hurt me, and I don’t
foresee them as doing any good to us in the
next three years. Somehow I just don’t feel
Great! Just sad.

From Leah in Modesto:

While billions are being spent on foreign
conflict, many Americans here at home are
struggling. I live in California and paid $7.95/
gal for gas today.

Economic inequality is another urgent
issue. Current tax policies continue to ben-
efit the ultra-wealthy while everyday Ameri-
cans are left behind.

Working families need relief, opportunity
and a system that feels fair and offers 20-
somethings hope for a reasonable future, not
one that widens the gap between the top and
everyone else.

My 29-year-old daughter is in college, while
still working 40 hours/week to survive and is
actually thinking about not having children
for fear of the inability to provide. That is
not the future she wants.

From Sarah in Los Angeles, I heard:

I am writing as a constituent who is strug-
gling under the burden of federal student
loan payments that are no longer affordable.

Despite working full time in a helping pro-
fession, my monthly loan payment has in-
creased to a level that threatens my ability
to meet basic living expenses such as hous-
ing, healthcare, and utilities.

This is not a matter of poor planning or
lack of responsibility, it is the result of a
system that has become financially
unsustainable for many working adults.

I urge you to use your position to push for
policies that recognize the real cost of living
and the long term impact of student debt on
mental health, economic participation, and
community stability.

Well, Sarah, if we weren’t spending a
billion dollars a day in Iran, that is a
billion dollars a day we could be spend-
ing to buy down your student debt, to
help other kids go to college and be
able to afford it or go through training
programs to train themselves for this
brave new world of technology and AI
that we are entering.

From Valerie in Redwood City, she
writes:

I am writing because my [Gas] bill has dou-
bled.

[My gas company] indicates that it has
gone down that is not the case at all.

I am not able to retire because my bill has
increased. I'm over 70 and a preschool teach-
er. I live in a condo and cannot afford solar
panels. I don’t turn on the heaters often I use
heating pads on the floor. Thank you kindly
for your help in this matter.
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From Kiersten in Sausalito, I heard:

My husband is a first responder and law en-
forcement officer with the National Park
Service and has served for 18 years.

He currently works in the Bay area, where
income is adjusted for cost of living, but the
childcare subsidy is not.

Our household gross income is $185,000,
with my husband earning $105,000 of that.

Reliable childcare in Marin County costs
well over $3,000 per month, and that figure
does not include the basic expenses required
to live here, such as housing, food, and other
necessities. The average cost of a house in
our area is over $1 million.

If I were to leave my job and stay home
full time, we would not be able to afford
comprehensive family healthcare through
his government plan while also covering our
basic living expenses. As it stands now, I am
essentially working to cover health care for
myself and our child, with the remainder of
my income going toward childcare.

I would like to see efforts made to mod-
ernize and regionalize childcare subsidies so
that families serving the federal government
can realistically afford to live and work in
the communities they serve.

From Sasha in Sacramento, Sasha
writes:

Rent takes more than 43% of my net pay
and my biggest fear is that my pets will be-
come sick or injured when I can’t afford
their medical bills.

My grocery bill went up 33% from 2024 to
2025 and that was with me making changes
to cut out expensive foods like fish and red
meat.

As a registered voter, I am asking you to
focus your attention to fix the economic
freefall we are in.

These are the sentiments, these are
the anxieties I hear every day at town-
halls, in constituent meetings, in col-
lege dining halls, and dining room ta-
bles, in email after email, letter after
letter, and call after call. Our mail-
boxes are full. People are scared. They
are worried. They feel the kinds of anx-
iety that leaves them awake at night,
turning over the numbers in their head
and wondering if they will ever truly
make ends meet.

We could confront these challenges.
We could turn to any one of our legisla-
tive committees and take up these
issues. We could bring up any number
of bills that would lower costs, make
our communities safer, bring home our
troops from a war that the American
people never asked for, but instead, the
majority has seen fit to say in the face
of all of these challenges that instead
of solving them, they will simply take
away people’s right to vote because the
American people are paying attention.

They have noticed that prices have
not gone down on day one as the Presi-
dent promised. They have noticed gas
prices climbing higher and higher.
They have noticed Republicans saying
that this is a sacrifice they should be
comfortable making.

They have seen their groceries, their
gas, their utility bills, their appliances,
all rocked by mercurial trade policies
and on-again, off-again tariffs. They
know this Republican Congress’ signa-
ture accomplishment—the largest
healthcare funding cut in history and
billions of dollars in food aid slashed to
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fund a tax cut for wealthy people and
large corporations—has only made
matters worse.

And you know what? I know you
have noticed it too. You have noticed
these broken promises, and you have
noticed that the American people are
pissed. And they are ready to exercise
that frustration at the ballot box to
send a clear message.

But the response of the majority is to
try to make it harder to vote. Now that
it is their jobs on the line, they are fi-
nally trying to make it harder to get
fired by doing away with your right to
vote.

That is the SAVE America Act for
you. It should be called the ‘“‘Save Our
Political Hides Act’’ because that is ex-
actly what it is, a bill to supercharge
the purging of voter rolls; a bill to give
the Department of Homeland Security
the power to decide who stays reg-
istered to vote and who gets kicked off;
a bill to kill online voter registration;
a bill to kill voter registration drives,
to take away your ability to register to
vote at the DMV or by mail; a bill that
will reject every common form of iden-
tification, even your driver’s license, if
you want to register to vote: a service-
member showing their military ID?
Nope. That is not good enough if it
isn’t showing proof of citizenship.

If you are one of the millions of peo-
ple who changed their names, their last
names when they got married, sorry, it
is going to be twice as hard for you to
get your ballot. Online registration,
registration by mail, registering at the
DMV, voter registration drives, all
these methods of signing up to vote
would be illegal under this bill.

Four years ago, less than 6 percent of
Americans registered to vote in per-
son—Iless than 6 percent. Imagine liv-
ing in rural California, now forced to
drive hours away for even the chance
to make your voice heard in November.
A family vacation will now be used to
get to the county clerk’s office just to
get a ballot, not to mention if you
can’t afford to take the time off work
or if you are not able to get behind the
wheel.

But let’s say you make it to the
county clerk’s office, the Republican
majority has sworn up and down that
all they want for you is to show a driv-
er’s license to register to vote, but
guess what. A driver’s license won’t be
enough anymore.

If the SAVE America Act passes, nei-
ther driver’s license or a military ID or
a Tribal ID, none of that will be enough
to register to vote. And what about
that REAL ID, the upgraded license
that the Federal Government has been
urging Americans to get for the past
several years? Nope. That is not good
enough either. If that doesn’t show
proof of citizenship, that is not good
enough either.

One in every two Americans don’t
have the passport needed to register to
vote, and millions more won’t have an-
other one of the required methods ei-
ther. Americans born here, voting here

March 17, 2026

all their lives, denied their ability to
exercise their constitutional right by
this bill.

Let’s say you are just like Melania
Knauss. You are a naturalized citizen
and wanting to vote this November.
You may even want to vote for the Re-
publicans on your ballot. Well, now you
discover you are like 69 million other
women who have changed their name
when they got married, which means
that Melania Trump will now have to
not only bring her proof of citizenship
but also her marriage license to prove
she is eligible to vote.

And so in this Republican SAVE
America Act world, to even try to reg-
ister for your constitutional right to
vote, you might have to pay $165 to get
a passport, take the hours it will re-
quire of you to get to the clerk’s office,
the wages you will miss by getting
there, the gas you will have to buy at
a much higher rate now, and, inevi-
tably, the bureaucracy will make you
come back once or twice.

But let’s assume you get all the way
through the process of registering to
vote in Trump’s new federalized elec-
tion system. Now, you face the pros-
pect of actually casting your ballot.
You go to the White House website
right now, it will tell you they plan to
use this bill as a basis to ban mail-in
voting. That is not hyperbole;
whitehouse.gov/saveAmerica, read it:
‘““No mail-in ballots.”

That means 47 million voters from
the last election would have to find a
new way to vote. And it is not just vot-
ers in California, which has gone out of
its way to ensure your constitutional
right is not an impossible one to exer-
cise, nearly 3 million Floridians voted
by mail. And that is not just Demo-
crats. About one in five Republicans
cast their ballot by mail in 2024—no
longer, if the President gets his way.

Why make it so hard for Americans
to exercise a constitutional right? Be-
cause Donald Trump has admitted the
true aims of this bill. If the SAVE
America Act becomes law, he says the
Republican Party will ‘‘never lose a
race in 50 years.”

This is what this bill is designed to
do. It is designed to lock in a Repub-
lican majority for half a century by
locking you out of the polling place.
Former—or soon-to-be-former  Sec-
retary Kristi Noem said that we need
to make sure the ‘‘right people’ are
voting.

Well, who are the right people? The
right people, I guess, are people they
expect to vote for the President’s
party.

It used to be in this country both
parties sought to increase voter turn-
out, that we both recognized it as an
unmitigated good that more Americans
were participating in elections. Not
anymore.

This is nothing less than a deliberate
campaign to undermine confidence in
our elections.

The Speaker says we have a major
voter fraud problem. He cites as his
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evidence three Republican House can-
didates in California who he says were
ahead on election day, but as absentee
ballots came in, they fell further and
further behind. He can’t prove it, but
to him, it stands to reason there must
be fraud.

He knows better than that. That is
just a pure falsehood. This is a delib-
erate campaign to undermine con-
fidence in our elections. The seizing of
ballot boxes in Georgia are meant to
undermine confidence in our elections.
The subpoenaing of records in Mari-
copa County are meant to undermine
our confidence in elections. All the
false talk about massive voter fraud is
a complete fiction even according to
the conservative Heritage Founda-
tion—a complete fiction—and they
would use this fiction to take away the
legitimate franchise of millions of
Americans.

Look, we have serious challenges in
this country. We have a war that the
American people don’t want and don’t
support. We have the cost of basic ne-
cessities increasing all the time. We
have a challenge we didn’t face in the
great recession or even the Great De-
pression. The problem today is not that
people are out of work, although unem-
ployment is rising. The problem today
is that people are working, and they
still can barely afford to get by.

That is the central challenge facing
our country, and I think, until we grap-
ple with that challenge, our democracy
will be on fragile ground. When people
see the quality of life their parents en-
joyed as something better than what
they have and when they look at their
futures and they find it in doubt for
their kids, all too many will entertain
any demagogue who comes along and
promises they alone can fix it.

But the answer cannot be to simply
take away people’s right to vote. We
need to address that challenge to make
the economy work for Americans
again. Anyone working hard in this
country should be able to provide for
themselves and their families. That is
what we should be focused on. That is
what the President promised to do.
Taking away their right to vote and
turning us into some kind of—if not an
autocracy, something less than a de-
mocracy, that is not the answer.

So I urge my colleagues to vote
against this ‘‘Save our Political
Heinies Act” and vote in favor of our
democracy, to vote to expand the fran-
chise to more and more Americans, not
take it away because of the failure of
the President’s policies.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

——
SAVE AMERICA ACT

Mr. MORENO. Madam President, I
thought I would give my colleague
from California some fantastic news.
There are so many times in politics we
hear bad news, but I am going to give
him good news. When he takes a mo-
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ment to read the actual bill, you don’t
have to read much. You just go right to
page 1.

It says:

Ensuring Only Citizens Are Registered to
Vote in Elections.

It says right here, at the bottom,
that you can provide any of the fol-
lowing. I am not a lawyer, but I assume
“any’ is a pretty comprehensive word
that means ‘‘any.”

It says:

A form of identification issued consistent—

Let me read this slowly—
consistent with the requirements of the Real
ID Act of 2005.

He just stated that the Real ID does
not count. On page 2, lines 1 through 4,
a Real ID absolutely does count as
voter ID.

The idea that asking somebody to
prove they are a U.S. citizen one time
when they register to vote and to show
who they are every time they vote is
basic common sense. Now, it is not
common in California because, in Cali-
fornia, they don’t require that.

My Democrat colleague is walking
out of the Chamber as I say this, but I
also would have liked him to have
heard even better news—even better
news—which is that you can go to Ohio
and get gas for a $1.75 less than in Cali-
fornia. Why? Because of California’s ri-
diculous policies. That is what is driv-
ing the price of fuel up for his constitu-
ents.

Where is the price of gas right now
that he was railing about? Twenty-one
cents a gallon less than it was at the
end of the Biden administration.

I know we get into a lot of arguments
here, and I know I am going to have
my amazing colleague from Utah go
further into this bill, but I just wanted
to very briefly debunk two very simple
things: California’s problems are Cali-
fornia’s causing. The reason your gas
prices are high is because you have ba-
sically banned all fossil fuels in your
State while begging—by the way, do
you want to know how California gets
gas today? It leaves the port in Jack-
sonville on a ship. It goes to the Baha-
mas. It gets unloaded from that ship
onto another ship. It then traverses
from the Bahamas, by the way, off the
coast of Florida. It goes all the way
around the Panama Canal and dis-
embarks in California. Why? Because
they refuse to have a pipeline go
through their State. That is why the
price of oil is high in California. It has
nothing to do with what is going on in
the Middle East, but yet we digress.

We are here to talk about two simple
things: Should you have to prove you
are a citizen when you register to vote
and should you have to prove that you
are who you are when you actually cast
a ballot?

With that, I yield the floor to my col-
league from Utah, who will go into the
28 pages of common sense that is in a
very well-written bill.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

S1149

SAVE AMERICA ACT

Mr. LEE. Madam President, we often
consider difficult, complicated issues
in this Chamber. It happens all the
time. In fact, if it is not complicated,
we sometimes wonder why we are de-
voting time to any particular matter.
Very often, these are issues that don’t
enjoy consensus among the American
people. We might have a degree of con-
sensus over the existence of a problem
but a thousand different ways of tack-
ling that problem. In other instances,
there might not even be consensus on
whether a problem exists or what that
problem might be. This is not one of
those moments.

This issue could not be simpler.
American elections are for American
citizens. This is an assertion that is so
elementary that its controversy is
itself the only remarkable feature.
There are 83 percent of Americans who
support voter ID—83 percent. Out of 100
people, 83 of them believe that we need
that. That is 95 percent of Republicans
and 71 percent of Democrats. That is
still 71 out of every 100 Democrats who
agree with us.

Now think about that for a minute.
How many issues in this country unite
83 percent of all Americans? This is one
of them.

For months now, I have been working
with colleagues, working with Presi-
dent Trump, and with citizens across
this great country—citizens who have
rallied behind this effort in numbers
and with a degree of intensity that I
have not seen in my entire time in the
Senate, and I am now in my 16th year
here. All of them are begging us to pass
the SAVE America Act, not in a non-
chalant, haphazard fashion but instead
in a way that indicates they really feel
it—that they feel it strongly, in fact.
They understand the need for this.

I have heard one thing over and over
and over again: Why would anyone op-
pose this? Who would oppose the notion
that only American citizens can vote
in American elections?

In this room, I can’t imagine any of
us would think that we, in not being
citizens of the United Kingdom or of
Yemen or of Japan or of the Phil-
ippines, could vote in elections in any
of those countries. Why? Well, because
we are not citizens of those countries.

If we happened to visit those coun-
tries, would that change anything? No,
not a thing. What if we lived there for
a few years but didn’t become citizens?
Still not. It still makes no difference.
If we are not citizens, we wouldn’t
dream of being able to vote in their
elections. Why should American elec-
tions be any different? Why should
someone who is not a citizen of the
United States of America be able to
vote in a U.S. election? Well, of course,
they shouldn’t.

Look, the SAVE America Act takes
those dynamics into account, and it
says something very simple. It says
that only American citizens should be
able to vote in U.S. elections. And it
does something very important. It
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