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floor—is that I also want to thank the 
Republican leader Senator THUNE be-
cause he has agreed that we will be 
able to display this until the final loca-
tion is in place, and I appreciate his 
help in doing that. 

Mr. MERKLEY. I am so glad my col-
league mentioned that because, for us 
to take action here, we have to have bi-
partisan work, including the leadership 
on both sides of the aisle. 

So while neither my colleague from 
North Carolina nor I are in the leader-
ship of our—at least I am not, but we 
worked with our leadership to make 
this happen. So this is an example of 
bipartisan cooperation on a very im-
portant point. 

So with that, unless my colleague 
from North Carolina has more to share, 
I am going to yield to my colleague 
from California and thank him and his 
leadership on the Rules Committee as 
we worked to get to this point, with a 
bipartisan partnership, to get this 
plaque honoring the police officers 
from many groups—most, of course, 
the Capitol Police, but several other 
groups—that came to defend the Cap-
itol and make sure they know how 
much we appreciate what their sac-
rifice was to defend democracy on that 
day 5 years and 2 days ago. 

I yield to my colleague from Cali-
fornia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BUDD). The Senator from California. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I want 
to thank Senators MERKLEY and TILLIS 
for their bipartisan cooperation in hon-
oring the law enforcement officers who 
responded on January 6, 5 years ago. I 
also want to thank them both for their 
comments on Tuesday, 2 days ago, rec-
ognizing the fifth anniversary of the 
attack on the Capitol. 

As Senator MERKLEY mentioned, I 
am the ranking member on the Rules 
Committee, which has jurisdiction on 
this issue, and I can attest, having 
been here for the votes on the original 
action, that there was bipartisan and 
bicameral agreement on this plaque 
and bipartisan, bicameral agreement 
on its intended location following the 
enactment of the law. 

Now, for the last several years, many 
people have been confused by the delay 
in mounting it as planned and directed 
by Congress. Many even believe that 
the Speaker of the House never in-
tended to follow the law and honor 
these law enforcement officers who 
bravely defended the Capitol and our 
democracy that day. 

I know that sounds a little cynical, 
but as Senator MERKLEY mentioned, 
you have to understand that part of the 
context here is the White House’s new 
website that says that the Capitol Po-
lice were the ones who deliberately es-
calated the situation on January 6, in 
their attempt to rewrite the history of 
that day. That dishonors the officers— 
not just the members of the Capitol 
Police but all the law enforcement 
agencies—that responded on that 
eventful day. 

So I am more than just personally 
pleased to see this resolution move for-
ward and that the Senate’s bipartisan 
commitment to real history is strong. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

BANKS). The Senator from Alaska. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

OPERATION MIDWAY BLITZ 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on De-
cember 23, the Supreme Court issued 
an order in Trump v. Illinois that 
checks this President and his authori-
tarian tendencies. 

The Court rejected the Trump admin-
istration’s request to stay a temporary 
restraining order issued by U.S. Dis-
trict Judge April Perry, which had 
blocked Trump’s unnecessary deploy-
ment of the National Guard in Chicago. 

In that unsigned order, the majority 
of the Supreme Court wrote, ‘‘The Gov-
ernment has failed to identify a source 
of authority that would allow the mili-
tary to execute the laws in Illinois.’’ 

This is good news, and we should rec-
ognize the significance of this moment: 
Even the Supreme Court’s conservative 
supermajority refused to greenlight the 
President of the United States’ bla-
tantly unlawful overreach. 

Our government is supposed to help 
Americans—not go to war with them. 
The administration’s deployment of 
the National Guard was dangerous po-
litical theater intended to sow fear and 
escalate the President’s mass deporta-
tion campaign, not to reduce crime. 

The President’s false rhetoric about 
Chicago being ‘‘overrun’’ with chaos 
was clearly a pretext to intimidate our 
city and normalize the deployment of 
soldiers on our streets. 

To protect civil liberties and civilian 
rule—pillars of democracy—our coun-
try has long upheld the norm that the 
military does not police our cities. 

The Supreme Court recognized that, 
in this country, the circumstances 
where the military may be used to exe-
cute the laws are exceptional and 
thankfully acted as a check on this 
President, at least at this preliminary 
stage. 

The cost of this National Guard oper-
ation has already been enormous. The 
operations, maintenance, and per-
sonnel costs for federalizing the 500 Na-
tional Guard soldiers for deployment in 
Illinois reached an estimated $20 mil-
lion in a 2-month span. 

That comes out to more than $300,000 
per day. 

That bears repeating: $20 million and 
500 Guard personnel away for weeks on 
end from their families, their jobs, 
their communities . . . not performing 
any missions, but simply used by the 
President to threaten a reign of terror 
in the city of Chicago. It is unconscion-
able. 

As of today, these troops are finally, 
slowly demobilizing and getting ready 
to head home. But unfortunately, the 
presence of militarized immigration 
operations is likely to continue in Chi-
cago and around the country, along 
with the egregious use of excessive 
force by these Federal immigration 
agents. 

Just yesterday, an ICE agent shot 
and killed a woman in Minneapolis. 
The video of the shooting is horrific 
and contradicts the self-defense nar-
rative that DHS has attempted to spin. 
Minnesota officials have rightfully 
promised a full, fair, and expeditious 
investigation. DHS Secretary Kristi 
Noem has dodged testifying under oath 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee 
for months. What happened in Min-
neapolis yesterday was an unaccept-
able tragedy. She must testify before 
the Judiciary Committee, imme-
diately. 

Meanwhile, across the country, cam-
ouflaged and masked Federal immigra-
tion agents continue to deploy Black 
Hawk helicopters, armored vehicles, 
and a variety of chemical agents, in-
cluding near schools, playgrounds, 
apartment buildings, and churches. 

And the Department of Homeland Se-
curity refuses to provide information 
about the costs of these dangerous op-
erations in Illinois. The Chicago Trib-
une estimated that these militarized 
immigration operations cost at least 
$40 million over a 10-week period. 

In the wake of these operations, fam-
ilies are afraid to leave their homes, 
parents are scared to walk their chil-
dren to school, and workers and ven-
dors fear being pulled from the streets 
and detained simply for the way they 
look or the language they speak. 

The Trump administration has re-
peatedly justified these militarized 
raids as necessary to target the ‘‘worst 
of the worst.’’ But the facts tell a dif-
ferent story, one that I have laid out 
repeatedly on this floor. 

In one instance, on a list of 614 de-
tainees submitted to a Federal court, 
the administration identified criminal 
histories for just 16 of the detainees. 
That shakes out to less than 3 percent 
of arrestees. 

And people with no prior criminal 
backgrounds, including legal residents 
and U.S. citizens, were swept up. 

As the President flirts with future 
military deployments and continues 
his militarized immigration raids, we 
know his campaign of terror will not 
stop at Chicago. 

And while he failed in his attempt to 
use Chicago as ‘‘training grounds’’ for 
military forces, the scale and tactics of 
Operation Midway Blitz have given him 
a blueprint for similar operations 
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across the country, including in Min-
neapolis this week. 

So I ask my Republican colleagues, 
Will you denounce this President’s use 
of troops in our communities before a 
city you represent becomes the admin-
istration’s next ‘‘training grounds’’? 

I will continue to speak out and con-
duct oversight of this President, and I 
hope my Republican colleagues will 
join me in that effort. 

f 

REMEMBERING WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
HARRIS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, politi-
cians live in a world of advocates. The 
rich and powerful engage effective peo-
ple to represent them. Those less fortu-
nate strive to keep up in the world of 
politics. It was 1982 as I, first-time con-
gressional candidate, received a ques-
tionnaire from the Children’s Defense 
Fund. My first thought was: Is this for 
real? Helping kids is the right thing to 
do, but who would make the most vul-
nerable people in America their 
‘‘cause’’? Enter Bill Harris. 

Bill was born on March 11, 1940, in 
Saint Paul, MN, to Irving and Rosetta 
Harris. While they moved around fre-
quently in his youth, his family even-
tually settled in the Chicago suburb of 
Highland Park. Bill’s father Irving was 
one of the most amazing people I have 
ever met, and anyone who knew him 
would understand how Bill developed a 
passion for advancing the interests of 
children. Across the United States, Ir-
ving invested in charities and institu-
tions that supported childhood develop-
ment. He helped create the Yale Child 
Study Center at Yale University, the 
University of Chicago’s Graduate 
School of Public Policy Studies, which 
bears his name, and the Erikson Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies in Child De-
velopment. He worked tirelessly for the 
rights of all children and was so proud 
that Bill ended up working for children 
as well. 

After graduating from Highland Park 
High School, Bill left the North Shore 
to attend Wesleyan University in Con-
necticut, where he graduated in 1961. 
He went on to work at Janus Films in 
New York, where his interest in child-
hood development programs blossomed. 
In his position he had the opportunity 
to work with Fordham University to 
create novel media programs for under-
served youth. In this position, he 
founded a newsgathering team, a radio 
station, and a newspaper all made for 
and run by children. In bringing new 
media to impoverished areas, Bill gave 
children more than just a job, he gave 
them a chance to advocate for them-
selves and their interests. Bill would 
end up writing his doctoral thesis at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology on his work, and it would con-
tinue to leave a deep impression on his 
life. 

And in his work, Bill received his 
life’s greatest blessing. While orga-
nizing a film festival at the Lincoln 
Center, Bill met his wife Robie. She 

had submitted an entry to the festival 
titled ‘‘Child’s Eye View,’’ which docu-
mented her work teaching underserved 
children. The two felt an instant bond 
over their passion for childhood devel-
opment, and they soon married in 1969. 
Their relationship flourished for 55 
years, with both advocating for vulner-
able children throughout their union. 

After Bill completed his doctorate, 
he reflected on his work with children 
and how he could make more of an im-
pact. At the time, nearly every large 
corporation and labor union in Amer-
ica had an organization devoted to 
fundraising and advancing its priorities 
in government, except for children. Bill 
set out to change this. He felt that 
children were a public good, whose 
needs were far greater than what pri-
vate companies or philanthropy alone 
could protect. Only the government 
possessed the power and responsibility 
to adequately address the best inter-
ests of children. 

In 1981, Bill formed Kidspac to raise 
money to back politicians who sup-
ported evidence-based policies for chil-
dren and families. Since its inception, 
Bill and Kidspac remained at the fore-
front of the major childhood welfare 
reforms of the past 40 years. Bill’s ef-
forts led to the creation of Early Head 
Start under the Clinton administra-
tion; he pushed Congress to change the 
Child Tax Credit to be fully refundable 
so the poorest families would be able 
receive its benefits; and he helped es-
tablish the National Child Traumatic 
Stress Initiative to treat the mental 
health impacts of childhood trauma. In 
the years since, I have been honored to 
help carry that torch and double the 
funding for this critical program to im-
prove our knowledge and expand serv-
ices for children who are exposed to 
trauma. Bill was relentless in pursuit 
of his mission to push politicians to ad-
vance the best, most evidence-based 
practices that would support children. 

In his work, Bill was not content 
with only assisting children at home. 
He advocated for international HIV and 
AIDS relief funding long before the es-
tablishment of the President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief under the 
Bush administration. I had the great 
fortune of traveling with Bill to Sub- 
Saharan Africa to examine the effects 
of international investment in the re-
gion, and one memory of our trip 
stands out to me. Shortly after we ar-
rived in Africa, I learned that the air-
line had lost my luggage. When I told 
Bill, he did not hesitate to offer me ac-
cess to his wardrobe. He was ready to 
give me the shirt off his back. That 
was the kind of person Bill was. 

Bill never stopped advocating for 
children, and he did so without an 
ounce of vanity or desire for personal 
recognition. His passion was born out 
of a true sense of altruism that could 
not be tainted or subdued. Although 
Bill is no longer with us, his legacy 
lives on through his children David and 
Ben. David worked together with Bill 
to support the expansion of the Child 

Tax Credit, and he serves as executive 
director at the Children’s Research and 
Education Institute, a nonprofit orga-
nization that Bill founded to educate 
policymakers and the public about the 
policies that best serve children. Ben 
worked for many years as a clinical 
professor at the Psychological Center 
at the City College of New York, where 
he provided therapeutic services in the 
same neighborhoods that his father 
made children’s news programs five 
decades prior. Today, he continues to 
work in clinical psychology. Loretta 
and I send our deepest condolences to 
David and Ben; their wives Emily and 
Hilary; Bill’s sister Virginia Polsky; 
and Bill’s grandchildren Ella, Rosie, 
Sam, and Daisy. 

Bill was an optimist. He believed 
that there was no limit to what a child 
could achieve if they received the right 
support from their families and their 
country. With no ego or agenda, Bill 
gave his life to providing children with 
that support. His work has left a per-
manent mark on America’s children, 
families, and politics. He will be dearly 
missed. Bill Harris was truly one of the 
good guys. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CAROLINE NILSSON 
TROY 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Caroline Nilsson 
Troy on her well-deserved retirement 
after more than 31 years of dedicated 
service to the Gem State and the stu-
dents, staff, faculty, and alumni at the 
University of Idaho. 

Caroline’s deep Idaho roots have 
shaped her public service. A fifth-gen-
eration Idahoan, Caroline grew up in 
Genesse, a community built on values 
that define the Gem State: hard work, 
tending the land, and Vandal pride. 
After graduating from the University 
of Idaho, she applied the lessons 
learned on her family’s farm and ranch 
to the U of I’s College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences. There, Caroline 
helped develop and raise funding for 
educational programs that set students 
on the path to success. 

In 2014, Caroline was elected to the 
Idaho House of Representatives. Over 
the course of four terms, she sponsored 
more than 100 bills and resolutions 
aimed at strengthening small busi-
nesses, timber, and agriculture and was 
a key voice in the responsible use of 
taxpayer dollars. Caroline remained a 
tireless advocate for education and her 
alma mater, opening doors to intern-
ships and jobs for Vandals interested in 
public service. 

Following her time in elected office, 
Caroline returned home to the Univer-
sity of Idaho as the special assistant to 
the president for State and govern-
mental relations. In this role, Caroline 
made a positive impact on countless 
lives, especially for students and fami-
lies across north Idaho. I am confident 
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