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Dominic Bagnoli for their heroic ac-
tions and for stepping in to help a
neighbor in need. They are just one
more reason as to why Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District is the Birthplace of
Champions.

————

CONGRATULATING 2006 IOLA FIL-
LIES ON DON BAIN HALL OF
FAME INDUCTION

(Mr. SCHMIDT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, 20 years
ago this spring, there was a Cinderella
moment in southeast Kansas. The Iola
High School girls’ basketball team,
known as the Fillies, won the 2006 Kan-
sas State High School Activities Asso-
ciation Class 4A State basketball
championship. This came on top of a
remarkable 24-2 season.

As a Kansas State senator at the
time, I had the privilege of sponsoring
a resolution in our State legislature to
commend the team’s win and to host
the team at the Kansas State House to
see the resolution’s unanimous adop-
tion.

A week ago, on the 20th anniversary,
the community in Iola came together
and inducted that 2006 team into the
Iola High School’s Don Bain Hall of
Fame. Believe me, Mr. Speaker, the
community has not forgotten what
they accomplished.

The auditorium was packed. Former
classmates and teachers came home to
join in the celebration. Back in 2006,
the student members of this out-
standing basketball team received
statewide recognition for their fine
sportsmanship and athletic accom-
plishments. At the Hall of Fame induc-
tion last week, the team was also rec-
ognized for the ongoing camaraderie
and success of its members in the years
since.

As I said in the Kansas State House
back in 2006, the team did an out-
standing job of representing Allen
County and southeast Kansas in the
State tournament. I am very proud of
their achievements, and I am honored
to say in the United States Capitol
today, 20 years later, I continue to be
very proud of this team, the young
women who composed it, and the com-
munity who supported it.

Congratulations, Fillies.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF BETTY
REID SOSKIN

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Betty Reid
Soskin, who used all 104 years of her
life to the fullest.

Betty lived in the East Bay since
1927, when her family moved from New
Orleans. As a young woman during
World War II, Betty worked as a ship-
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yvard clerk for the all-Black auxiliary
lodge of the segregated Boilermakers
Union.

In 1945, she and her husband founded
one of the first Black-owned music
stores, which remained open until 2019.

Over the years, she has worked with
many elected officials, State senators,
and assembly members.

In the early 2000s, she became in-
volved in the plans for opening the
Rosie the Riveter WWII/Home Front
National Historical Park. This led to
her later career as a park ranger,
which she began in 2007 at the age of 85.

Betty led talks explaining the impor-
tance of the park in memorializing the
contributions of women and African
Americans working in the war indus-
tries supporting the U.S. effort at the
home front.

Betty used her experiences and obser-
vations as a Black woman to bring
light to the untold stories of African
Americans during World War II and un-
derscored the racism experienced by
her and countless other women of
color.

Through Betty’s hard work and sto-
rytelling, she has touched the lives of
thousands of park visitors and millions
of Americans. It was just 2 months ago
that she and I were together at one of
the premier facilities, the Mare Island
Dry Docks, where she was able to, once
again, call upon all of us.

Mr. Speaker, our thoughts and pray-
ers are with Betty’s family. From all of
us, I thank Betty for her tireless serv-
ice and dedication to the community.
We will deeply miss her.

———

CELEBRATING AKA FOUNDERS’
DAY

(Ms. SEWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with great pride and profound
gratitude to celebrate Founders’ Day
2026 for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated, the first Greek letter or-
ganization established for African-
American college-educated women.

For 118 years, Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority has been a beacon of scholarship,
sisterhood, and service, lighting the
way for generations of women who
dared to lead and uplift their commu-
nities.

As proud members of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, we stand on the shoul-
ders of visionary founders, who be-
lieved that excellence and service were
not just aspirations but obligations.
From advancing educational equity to
promoting economic empowerment and
civic engagement, the women of AKA
continue to answer the call to serve
with grace, compassion, and unwaver-
ing commitment.

Today, we honor our legacy, a 118-
yvear legacy that has shaped leaders in
every field and strengthened commu-
nities across this Nation. May we con-
tinue to carry forward our mission
with purpose and pride.
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Happy Founders’ Day 2026 to my be-
loved Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, In-
corporated. Let us continue to be of
service to all mankind.

—————

UNITED STATES NATURALIZES
850,000 PEOPLE EVERY YEAR

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, immi-
gration is in the news again, and I
don’t feel the Republicans have done a
good enough job of explaining what is
going on here.

During the Biden administration—
people are going to argue—somewhere
between 8 million and 10 million people
were allowed in this country who were
not coming here legally.

Obviously, if we are going to have
immigration laws, in the future, we
have to make it clear that people who
broke the laws in the past are not al-
lowed in the country.

What is going on is that we have
riots in Minnesota, and important
Democratic officials who are saying
something is wrong here.

Let us not forget: Every year in this
country, 850,000 people are naturalized.
They are sworn in as new citizens. We
are at an all-time record of the number
of foreign-born people in this country.
The TUnited States has nothing to
apologize for about the number of peo-
ple being allowed in this country, as we
try to remove people.

Right now, in Minnesota, the Gov-
ernor and mayor aren’t even in favor of
ICE removing criminals, and we should
be removing other people who came
here.

In any event, remember in America,
we naturalize 850,000 people every year.

———
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CONSTITUENT OF THE WEEK
ALEXANDRA VAKOS

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Alexandra Vakos
on being named the 2025 Distinguished
Assistant of the Year in a medium-
sized office by the Virginia Association
of Commonwealth’s Attorneys.

Each year, this award honors just
three prosecutors across the Common-
wealth. Alexandra was selected from
approximately 1,000 prosecutors who
were qualified. She stood out because
of her outstanding trial accomplish-
ments and contributions to the Vir-
ginia Association of Commonwealth’s
Attorneys.

She played a pivotal role in estab-
lishing a regional behavioral health
docket in the Fredericksburg area.
This initiative helps connect individ-
uals with serious mental health illness
and substance abuse disorders to treat-
ment and support through evidence-
based practices and judicial oversight.
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As her Representative in Congress, 1
am grateful for her commitment to
justice and strengthening our commu-
nity. That is why I am proud to name
her Constituent of the Week.

———
CELEBRATING SCOUTING AMERICA

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, there is
a dynamic energy going on in my West-
chester backyard in the world of scout-
ing in the village of Port Chester. It de-
serves our attention and appreciation.
Boy Scout Troop 400 and Troop 420 are
growing in membership and service.

Under the tremendous leadership of
Modesto ‘‘Moe’ Acevedo, the young
men and women of this community
have flocked to involvement like never
before.

Based at the Port Chester Carver
Center, home to many other worth-
while efforts, Troop 400 serves boys and
Troop 420 serves girls. This is a recent
change in Scouting America policies.
They are reaching Kkids growing up in
an urban village, who are now learning
the joys of outdoor life such as camp-
ing and hiking, expanding their sense
of citizenship with merit badges in a
host of disciplines that make for better
adults and better citizens.

The troops draw from the heavily
Hispanic youth of Port Chester and
have developed incredible numbers of
qualified Eagle Scouts who have taken
their oath to Eagle and completed
worthwhile Eagle Scout projects that
benefit the community.

I have attended five separate Eagle
Scout Courts of Honor to see five out-
standing young people in the last year
alone make their first mark on respon-
sible leadership. Moe assures me there
are more on the way.

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, we salute Moe Acevedo,
his team of Scoutmasters, supportive
parents, and community leaders in
Port Chester that have shown Troop
400 and Troop 420 to be a sign that
scouting is thriving in the 21st cen-
tury.

DENOUNCING IMMUNIZATION
STANCE OF ROBERT F. KEN-
NEDY, JR.

(Ms. DEXTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEXTER. Mr. Speaker, last week
RFK, Jr., upended the childhood immu-
nization schedule, reducing the number
of universally recommended vaccines
without substantive input from rel-
evant medical experts. One of the vac-
cines RFK, Jr., downgraded was the flu
vaccine.

The science is clear. This decision
will hurt our children, our elderly, and
our families. Science doesn’t care
about our feelings. Science doesn’t care
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about our politics. Science is built on
data, evidence, and facts.

RFK, Jr., seems to think if he ig-
nores the science, it will simply go
away. It won’t. His decision will mean
fewer kids get vaccinated against pre-
ventable diseases. More children will
get sick, and more children will have
morbidity and mortality as a result.

It is shameful. RFK, Jr., is abso-
lutely unfit and should resign. Let’s
give our Kkids the healthy future they
deserve.

—————

DENOUNCING CANCELLATION OF
LONG BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY
SEED PROGRAM

(Ms. BARRAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, the
Trump administration continues to
take away access to STEM education
from students across the country, in-
cluding hundreds of middle school stu-
dents in my district.

For years, the Long Beach Public Li-
brary’s Youth SEED program delivered
hundreds of workshops in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math to stu-
dents in Long Beach, California.

Educators, mentors, and community
partners in these programs spark stu-
dents’ curiosity and help them build
real-world skills. It is a place where
students dream of developing the next
cure or the latest cutting-edge tech-
nology.

These funding cuts mean less invest-
ments in American innovation, less op-
portunities for kids to pursue STEM
careers, and less investment in the
next generation.

Don’t cut programs like SEED. Ex-
pand them so every child has a fair
chance to thrive and excel.

———
GREENLAND IS NOT FOR SALE

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, you
know you have lost in 2026 when Re-
publicans in the United States House of
Representatives are openly talking
about impeaching the President of the
United States if he invades Greenland,
as one was quoted today in the press.

Let us be clear. Mr. President, Green-
land is not for sale. Greenland is not
for war. Greenland is not to be invaded.
Greenland is for the Greenlandic people
and our NATO allies, and we in the
House of Representatives stand with
our allies.

You have been duly warned, Mr.
President. The American people want
the Epstein files, not Greenland. If you
violate the law and one of our longest
standing allyships on the planet, there
will be consequences. It is long over-
due.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
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gaging in personalities toward the
President and address their comments
to the Chair.

———

HONORING LIFE OF MATEO
CAMARILLO

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Mateo
Camarillo, a great trailblazer and lead-
er in San Diego, who passed away re-
cently.

Mateo was born in 1941 in Tijuana
and immigrated to the United States
as a child. As a fierce advocate for so-
cial justice and civil rights, Mateo put
community at the heart of everything
he did.

He was the force behind many incred-
ible organizations and efforts that
changed San Diego for the better.
Mateo began organizing and helped cre-
ate Casa Familiar and the San Ysidro
Health Center. He fought to expand bi-
lingual access in public institutions.
He also served as the executive director
of The Chicano Federation.

In addition to his public service, he
was a very successful entrepreneur and
educator. Despite his many accom-
plishments, his family—his family—
was his pride and joy.

Mateo was once asked what his big-
gest motivation was for his work. He
said it was helping immigrant commu-
nities reach for the American Dream of
equal opportunity for all. He did more
than that. He did great things. May
Mateo rest in peace. A job well done.

———

HONORING MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.

(Ms. SIMON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, in 1968, 75
percent of Americans disapproved of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Today is his birthday.

The FBI called him the most dan-
gerous Negro in America. They wire-
tapped his home and his office. They
sent him a letter, suggesting that he
should take his own life. King kept
walking.

One year before Memphis, at River-
side Church, he said what cost him re-
sources and allies. He said: ‘“The great-
est purveyor of violence in the world
today is my own government.”” He said:
““A nation that continues year after
year to spend more money on military
defense than on programs of social up-
lift is approaching spiritual death.”

Then he built the Poor People’s Cam-
paign. Black, White, and Brown came
together, demanding that Congress ad-
dress poverty in the richest Nation on
this Earth.

This is the King that we must re-
member, not the safe icon but the dan-
gerous peacemaker. He wrote: ‘I refuse
to accept despair as the final response
to the ambiguities of history.”



		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-01-28T01:38:57-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




