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pepper-spraying children to deploying
armed masked agents in the neighbor-
hood raids with zero oversight, ICE has
become a rogue agency operating above
the law.

This did not happen by accident. This
administration made a deliberate
choice. Now, because of it, a U.S. cit-
izen is dead, and she is not the only
one. Rather than investing in our com-
munities, they are turning them into
war zones. This is about failed leader-
ship at the very top.

Kristi Noem took an oath to defend
and support the Constitution of the
United States, an oath she has violated
time and time again. She has ob-
structed Congress, defied Federal court
orders, violated due process by detain-
ing and deporting American citizens,
and directed unconstitutional ICE op-
erations using militarized agents in
American cities, conduct that cul-
minated in the killing of Renee Nicole
Good.

Renee should be alive today. Her
children should still have their mother.
Her wife should still have her spouse.
The American people deserve to know
exactly what happened, why it hap-
pened, and how we ensure it never hap-
pens again.

This administration, whose own poli-
cies and actions help create these con-
ditions, cannot be trusted to inves-
tigate itself impartially. That is why
there must be a full, independent, and
transparent process that results in jus-
tice for Renee and accountability for
those in power who allowed this to hap-
pen. Anyone who presides over the kill-
ing of American citizens and turns a
department meant to protect us into a
force of terror does not deserve to re-
main in office.

Secretary Kristi Noem must resign
immediately, or she must be im-
peached. Justice is not optional. Ac-
countability is not negotiable, and si-
lence is complicity.

———

PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW
RECAP

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight
the Pennsylvania Farm Show which
kicked off this past weekend.

For 110 years, farmers have met each
January at the Farm Show in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. The event is the
largest indoor agricultural exposition
in the country, featuring nearly 5,000
animals, more than 250 commercial ex-
hibits, and welcomes more than 500,000
visitors each year.

The Farm Show is a great event for
all ages and features many educational
booths, helping children learn about
the ag industry. One of the most pop-
ular attractions at the Pennsylvania
Farm Show is the food court. Here,
visitors can enjoy various food that
features commodities grown in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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This year’s Farm Show theme,
“Growing a Nation,” is particularly
fitting as we celebrate 250 years since
our Founding Fathers signed the Dec-
laration of Independence.

For generations, American farmers
have not only fed this country, they
have helped to feed the world, and they
have done so by continuously adapting
and embracing new tools, technologies,
and practices.

The success of U.S. agriculture has
been built through the ingenuity, hard
work, and the strategic application of
science and technology.

I was proud to help open the 110th
Farm Show on Saturday. It is always
an honor to meet farmers from across
the Commonwealth and learn about
how they continue to ensure agri-
culture remains Pennsylvania’s num-
ber one industry. It was particularly
encouraging to see many young and as-
piring farmers, making it clear that
the next generation is ready to take
charge and lead the industry.

I hosted my annual listening session,
where I was able to take questions di-
rectly from producers and consumers.
The crowd also included county com-
missioners, Farm Bureau leaders, State
senators, representatives from Penn
State, Delaware Valley, as well as lots
of 4-H’ers, dairy princesses, and FFA
members.

As the House Committee on Agri-
culture prepares to craft the farm bill
2.0, it is crucial to hear directly from
the men and women who feed their
communities and this Nation.

I was glad to be joined by my fellow
Pennsylvania Congressmen, RON
BRESNAHAN and DAN MEUSER. I was
also proud to have Russell Redding,
Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Agri-
culture, and Dr. Troy Ott, dean of Penn
State’s College of Agricultural Science,
on the panel.

This year, we celebrated passage of
my bill, the Whole Milk for Healthy
Kids Act, which will be soon signed
into law and brings back the option of
whole milk and 2 percent milk, includ-
ing flavored, to our schools’ meal pro-
grams. Dairy farmers from across the
Commonwealth championed the Whole
Milk for Healthy Kids Act, and I thank
them for their support for this com-
monsense bill.

Mr. Speaker, the Pennsylvania Farm
Show has grown exponentially since it
began over 100 years ago, a direct re-
flection of how our country’s ag indus-
try has grown. It was an honor to at-
tend the Farm Show this year, and I
thank all of those who worked tire-
lessly to make this incredible event
possible.

————

CELEBRATING JAY SEARS

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
celebrate the 20th anniversary of
MyRye.com under the editorship of Jay
Sears, for its service as an online
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chronicler of the life and the times of
the Rye community.

In addition to an active business ca-
reer and family obligations, Jay Sears
somehow finds the time and energy to
attend and report on community com-
ings and goings of the people and the
organizations in Rye. The high school
sports scene, boys’ and girls’ sports,
are well documented with photos and
stories of the athletes, as well as scores
of games.

MyRye has regular features, such as
Rye GPT People of Note—the celeb-
rities who live here or have a connec-
tion to Rye; a platform to feature the
nonprofits of Rye, the Rye YMCA, The
Rye Arts Center, the Rye Nature Cen-
ter, the Historical Society, and the Rye
Free Reading Room, amongst so many
others. He also highlights the inevi-
tably sad news when a longtime Rye
neighbor passes away for a final salute.

Mr. Speaker, from the floor of the
House of Representatives, I thank Jay
Sears and MyRye.com.

ARDSLEY ENVIRONMENTALISTS

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, permit
me a shout-out to the many volunteer
environmental activists in the village
of Ardsley who work tirelessly to ad-
vance good environmental policy.

Two groups meet monthly to plan
and implement efforts to make Ardsley
greener and cleaner in air, water, and
land resources: The Ardsley Green
Task Force and the Ardsley Pollinator
Pathway Committee.

In attending Zoom meetings, I have
seen the energy and dedication of these
volunteers. With the strong voice of
Dr. Carol Sommerfield, they are mak-
ing a difference in their community of
4,500 residents.

Mr. Speaker, from the floor of the
House of Representatives, I thank
them for backing up their commitment
to the environment with hard work.

SALUTING TOBA LACROWN

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I want
to salute the work of Dr. Olo-run-toba
Ah-du-yem’-ee LaCrown, who is presi-
dent of the African American Associa-
tion of Co-Op City, and the members of
that organization as they prepare to
celebrate The Dream of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., this coming Monday,
January 19, at the Church of New Vi-
sion, Einstein Loop North of Co-op City
in the Bronx.

We all know him as ‘“Toba,” and he
and his organization have sponsored
important cultural events that unite
the African-American population in
shared moments of pride.

Aside from honoring the legacy of Dr.
King this weekend, the organization
held a recent December celebration of
Kwanzaa that drew a crowd to the
Bartow meeting hall.

Toba’s leadership has been on display
in many forms: as a United States Air
Force veteran who served in Afghani-
stan and, later, headed The American
Legion Post in Co-op City; as a former
NYPD police officer and, later, as lead-
er of the 47th Precinct Community
Council; active in Bronx Community
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Board 12 and the Wakefield Taxpayers
Alliance.

The legacy of Dr. King is carried
down to this day by Toba and all those
who gather this weekend who, in the
words of Dr. King, are judged and ap-
preciated not merely by the color of
their skin, but by the content of their
character.

Mr. Speaker, from the floor of the
House of Representatives, I salute Toba
LaCrown and the African American As-
sociation of Co-op City.

————

HONORING COLONEL CHARLES
“CHUCK” DeBELLEVUE

(Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Speaker, I stand be-
fore you, along with my colleague,
Representative KEITH SELF of the
Texas Third Congressional District, to
honor Colonel Chuck DeBellevue,
United States Air Force retired, an
American patriot whose extraordinary
courage, leadership, and lifetime of
service reflect the highest ideals of our
Nation and the United States Air
Force.

On September 9, 1972, then-Captain
DeBellevue and his F-4 Phantom II
crewmate, Captain John Madden, shot
down two north Vietnamese MiG-19s.
These victories marked DeBellevue’s
fifth and sixth aerial kills, making him
the highest scoring American ace of
the Vietnam war.

Over the course of his career, Colonel
DeBellevue flew 220 combat missions,
including 96 over North Vietnam. He is
credited with the destruction of six
North Vietnamese jet fighters in aerial
combat, making him America’s leading
ace of that conflict and the last Amer-
ican ace to serve on Active Duty. His
actions in combat remain among the
most distinguished examples of aerial
valor in the United States military his-
tory.

His decorations include the Air Force
Cross, the Service’s second highest
award for valor, along with three Sil-
ver Stars, three Legions of Merit, six
Distinguished Flying Crosses, and
eighteen Air Medals.

Colonel DeBellevue earned a bachelor
of science degree in physics from the
University of Southwestern Louisiana
and was commissioned as a second lieu-
tenant in the United States Air Force.

Following undergraduate navigator
training and an initial assignment fly-
ing the F-4 Phantom II at Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, North Caro-
lina, he was deployed to Southeast
Asia, joining the 555th Tactical Fighter
Squadron at Udorn Royal Thai Air
Force Base, Thailand.

Following his combat tour, Colonel
DeBellevue attended undergraduate
pilot training and became a full-fledged
F-4 pilot. He subsequently served with
distinction in multiple fighter squad-
rons, including the 335th Tactical
Fighter Squadron at Seymour Johnson
Air Force Base, the 8th Tactical Fight-
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er Squadron at Holloman Air Force
Base, New Mexico, and the 43rd Tac-
tical Fighter Squadron at Elmendorf
Air Force Base, Alaska. His staff as-
signments included service at the Pen-
tagon, Alaskan Air Command, and the
Fifth Air Force.

After his promotion to colonel in
1985, he attended the Army War College
and held senior leadership positions
across the Air Force.

In his final Active-Duty assignment,
he was commander of Air Force ROTC
Detachment 440 at the University of
Missouri, Columbia, where he contin-
ued to shape and mentor future offi-
cers.

Colonel DeBellevue is a command
pilot with more than 3,000 flying hours,
including over 550 hours in combat. In
1972, he and the other Vietnam war
aces were awarded the MacKay Trophy
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Armed Forces Award. He retired from
Active Duty February 1 of 1998, after 30
years of honorable service.

Following his retirement from the
Air Force, Colonel DeBellevue contin-
ued his commitment to service through
work in the aerospace industry, higher
education, and veteran advocacy. I am
proud to say he currently resides in
Oklahoma’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict, which I represent. He serves on
the boards of the Dale K. Graham Vet-
erans Foundation and the Air Warrior
Courage Foundation and is president of
the American Fighter Aces Associa-
tion. In 2023, he was honored as River
Rat of the Year and named the Air
Warrior Courage Foundation Humani-
tarian of the Year.

Colonel DeBellevue’s lifetime of serv-
ice has been recognized with numerous
honors, including selection as Out-
standing Alumnus of the University of
Louisiana in 2008, introduction to the
Louisiana Aviation Hall of Fame in
2011, and the Oklahoma Military Hall
of Fame in 2012. In 2014, he was the re-
cipient of the Congressional Gold
Medal as a member of the American
Fighter Aces.

Colonel DeBellevue and his wife,
Sally, have raised a family grounded in
service, integrity, and love of country.

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Charles
“Chuck” DeBellevue represents the
very best of the United States Air
Force and of those Americans who have
answered our Nation’s call with un-
common valor and lifelong dedication.
It is fitting that his service and legacy
be entered into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD so that future generations may
know and be inspired by his example.

————
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RISING HOUSING COSTS

(Mrs. SYKES of Ohio was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I often
say that while my name may be on the
ballot, we are all going to Congress to-
gether. Families in Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District and all across the
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country are telling us that housing
costs are rising faster than wages,
making it hard to keep a roof over
their heads.

Today, I rise to bring an issue that
plagues my community and the entire
country, which is the rising cost of
housing.

In my district alone, over one hun-
dred thousand households rent their
homes. The median renter household
income is just above $40,000 a year, yet
the median rent is more than $1,000 per
month. That means housing costs are
often the largest part of a monthly
budget, and this is even before gro-
ceries, childcare, or healthcare.

It is not just renters who are feeling
the squeeze. Homeowners are feeling
the squeeze, too. The median home
value in Ohio’s 13th District is about
$228,000. That may sound modest com-
pared to national prices, especially for
those of you on the coasts, but prop-
erty taxes, insurance, utilities, and re-
pairs add up fast. With aging homes
and data centers driving up the cost of
utilities, people are feeling the crunch.

For families with a mortgage,
monthly housing costs average nearly
$1,500, and even those who have paid off
their mortgage face rising property
taxes and repair costs that strain
household budgets.

For families trying to buy their first
home, the challenge is steeper, because
mortgage rates may have dipped below
6 percent, but high prices and limited
inventory keep homeownership out of
reach for many in my district. We can-
not ignore the inequities baked into
the system.

In Ohio’s 13th District, the homeown-
ership rate overall is nearly 69 percent,
but for Black families, it drops to just
37 percent, dropping by nearly half.
That gap reflects generations of bar-
riers we still have a responsibility to
address, like redlining and restrictive
covenants.

For some families, rising costs lead
to housing instability or homelessness.
That is why, last November, I pressed
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development to protect Federal fund-
ing and homelessness prevention pro-
grams in Summit and Stark Counties.
These continuum of care dollars sup-
port nearly 2,700 beds in my district for
families, veterans, and young people
who need a safe place to sleep. Any cut
could disrupt services that people de-
pend on and, most importantly, keep
them without a roof over their head.

We also have to confront the root
causes of this crisis. Large corporate
investors are buying up single-family
homes, driving up prices and rents, and
locking families out of homeownership.

That is why, last summer, I intro-
duced the HOMES Act, which cracks
down on investors buying 50 or more
single-family homes, shines a light on
corporate ownership and rental prac-
tices, and makes sure local families,
not profit-seeking investors, get first
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