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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
celebrate what matters in America:
good character in the personhood of a
remarkable woman, Heidi Hess, whose
quiet strength has shaped the very
heart of emergency care in north-
western Ohio. I thank Heidi for 36
years.

Heidi stood at the front of the class-
room at Owens Community College,
and she prepared over 1,000 men and
women to answer the most urgent calls
and tackle those lifesaving moments
when every second counts. You know
how hard that is?

Her students become paramedics,
EMTs, and lifesavers. They learned to
carry with them her calm, steady voice
and deep compassion for humanity.

Heidi’s gift has never been just in
teaching technique. It has been in
teaching purpose. She instilled in each
student that service is sacred and that
courage and empathy partners in every
response. Her gifts saved thousands of
lives and comforted families.

Through wisdom and devotion, Heidi
built a living legacy of protection and
care across our region. From all of us
in northwestern Ohio and every life
touched by those she trained, thank
you to Heidi Hess. What a great Amer-
ican she is.

I thank her for giving her heart and
skills to others for decades. I wish her
joy, good health, and satisfaction in
her well-earned retirement. I and our
citizenry are so proud and thankful for
you.

——
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SOLEMNLY RECOGNIZING THE 5TH
ANNIVERSARY OF JANUARY 6

(Mr. DESAULNIER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today on the fifth anniversary of
an awful day in American history and
this Chamber.

I was one of the last Members of Con-
gress evacuated by the Capitol Police
into a room just to my left off the
floor. On that day, the damage caused
is hard to quantify. Mr. Speaker, 174
Capitol Police officers were injured
while protecting this sacred place, and
5 officers lost their lives. The Capitol
itself sustained $30 million in damages.
In total, that day cost American tax-
payers $2.7 billion, Mr. Speaker. Think
of that.

While the insurrectionists did not
succeed that day, they did cause even
bigger damage than the dollar damage.
The person most responsible for this
continues to behave the way he did
then.

George Santayana famously said that
those who forget history are con-
demned to repeat it. I pray that that is
not the case. We must remember hon-
estly, all of us, what happened that
day.
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A SOMBER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

(Ms. BALINT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, it is a
somber day of remembrance in our Na-
tion’s Capital. It was on this day 5
years ago when this Chamber, the peo-
ple’s House of the United States of
America, was viciously attacked by a
violent mob.

No tweet, no post, no spin, no dis-
gusting lie-filled website is going to
change the facts of the history of what
happened on that day.

I rise today to honor the men and
women who with great courage and
sacrifice defended this Capitol Build-
ing. Our Capitol Police are still being
treated with disrespect and now deni-
gration from the President who today
has accused them of somehow being re-
sponsible for their own beatings. They
have already given so much.

Mr. Speaker, the leader of this Cham-
ber is bound by law to hang the plaque
in remembrance of what these brave
men and women did on January 6, and
there is no excuse, no excuse, for his
moral failure.

———

JANUARY 6 ATTACK

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. CLYBURN of
South Carolina was recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of this
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor that I rise today to
co-anchor the CBC Special Order along
with my distinguished colleague, Rep-
resentative STENY HOYER of Maryland.

For the next 60 minutes, members of
the CBC have an opportunity to speak
directly to the American people on the
January 6 insurrection attack, an issue
of great importance to the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the constituents
we represent, and all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay homage to
the men and women who 5 years ago
risked their lives protecting the lives
of those elected officials who met in
this Hall in fulfillment of their con-
stitutional duties to peacefully trans-
fer Presidential power after the No-
vember 2020 elections.

Mr. Speaker, January 6, 2021, will be
forever remembered for the vicious un-
precedented insurrection that took
place on that date.

On December 31, 2025, the House Judi-
ciary Committee released the tran-
script of its December 17 private 8-hour
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interview with Special Counsel Jack
Smith, whose investigation into the
events of that day led him to describe
January 6 as an event that ‘‘does not
happen’” without President Trump.

Smith testified that Donald Trump is

the ‘‘‘most culpable and most respon-
sible person’ in the criminal conspiracy
to overturn the results of the 2020 elec-
tion.”” He continued: ‘‘These crimes
were committed for his benefit.
The other co-conspirators were doing
this for his benefit.” Smith concluded
that Trump caused the violence, ex-
ploited it, and refused to stop it.

Mr. Speaker, I was in this Hall on
January 6, 2021, and was among those
whisked away to an undisclosed loca-
tion. My staff huddled behind barri-
caded doors that were badly damaged
by the mob that was described by some
of my Republican colleagues as ‘‘patri-
ots” on a tour of the Capitol.

Our valiant United States Capitol
Police and first responders did every-
thing they could to keep us out of
harm’s way. Some were beaten, stran-
gled, and tased. This building, the peo-
ple’s House, was trashed, damaged, and
subjected to despicable acts.

Members of Congress and their staffs
feared for their lives. Some of the in-
surrectionists waived Confederate bat-
tle flags and exhibited Nazi symbols,
and some brave American citizens died.
A Republican Senator, RON JOHNSON,
said that by and large it was a peaceful
protest.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this was not a
peaceful protest. It was unadulterated
violence.

The President of the United States
and all Members of Congress take an
oath to defend the Constitution from
all enemies, foreign and domestic. That
oath is a recognition of the fact that
there will be times throughout history
when we must deal with the enemy
from within.

On the second day of his Presidency,
President Trump granted blanket par-
dons and commutations to nearly 1,600
of the rioters who stormed this Capitol
on January 6, 2021. The President de-
cided that these perpetrators should be
pardoned and not pay for their crimes.

By pardoning these individuals, this
President has made a mockery of the
pardon process and smeared the oath
he took to uphold the Constitution.
These actions demonstrate a blatant
disregard for our democratic principles
and the sanctity of the vote.

The great John Lewis once shared his
great fear that ‘‘one day we may wake
up and our democracy is gone.” John
and I often spoke of the delicacy of our
democracy and that its future was far
from guaranteed.

On January 6, 2021, we came face-to-
face with the reality of this fragility,
but our democracy also prevailed. We
were not deterred from doing our con-
stitutional duty and certifying the le-
gitimate results of the 2020 Presi-
dential election.

Even during this unrelenting cam-
paign to weaken our laws and impede
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justice, Members of this body have
stood up for our Constitution. The ex-
ceptional work of the bipartisan Janu-
ary 6th Committee, ably chaired by
Representative BENNIE THOMPSON of
Mississippi, illuminated for the Amer-
ican people the severity of the conspir-
acies behind the January 6 attack.
Congress has also passed critical re-
forms to safeguard the legal process for
future Presidential elections to help
ensure this never happens again.

Earlier today, the leader of our cau-
cus, HAKEEM JEFFRIES, held a special
hearing to shed further light on the on-
going threats to free and fair elections
and the threats to public safety posed
by some of the violent criminals Presi-
dent Trump has let out of prison.

The threat to our democracy that we
witnessed 5 years ago has not lessened,
and our obligations to be vigilant in its
defense and steadfast in our pursuit of
a more perfect Union is as important
as ever.

The Constitution that binds this
country together is a sacred document
that has guided our pursuit of perfec-
tion for nearly 250 years. We came
close to derailing that pursuit on Janu-
ary 6, 2021.

If we refuse to acknowledge the facts
and give due deference to the violence
that took place 5 years ago, we run the
risk of abdicating our responsibility to
the American people to safeguard our
Nation’s core principles of life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

The insurrection of January 6 could
very well be the worst domestic attack
on our government since the Civil War,
which ended in 1865.

That insurrection incented much of
my recently released third book titled:
“The First Eight,” which chronicles
the trials and tribulations of the eight
African Americans who served in Con-
gress from my home State of South
Carolina before me.

The book also highlights the social
and political events that occurred in
the aftermath of the Civil War and
calls attention to the violence and law-
lessness that occurred during their
service and took our great Nation into
a dark place that lasted for nearly a
century.

There are 95 years between number
eight in their group and yours truly,
number nine. The book is a cautionary
tale that reminds us of the warning of
the Spanish philosopher George Santa-
yana that ‘“Those who cannot remem-
ber the past are condemned to repeat
it.”

I fear that the danger John Lewis
fretted about is facing us today. The
aftermath of January 6, 2021, continues
to test our ability to protect our free-
dom and willingness to continue our
trek toward a more perfect Union.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend for yielding. He and I have
known each other for some 60 years.
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We have served in this body for a very
long time.

I can remember two events. One was
on September 11, 2001, and we were, as
the gentleman observed, attacked by
an enemy from without. That was hor-
rific. America lost thousands of lives
that day. We stood on the steps of the
United States Senate that evening and
sang ‘‘God Bless America.”

On January 6, I was sitting where the
gentleman from South Carolina now
stands. I saw an officer, a detail officer
from the Capitol Police, come in and
take Speaker PELOSI from the rostrum.
Then, the Capitol Policeman assigned
to my detail, as we call it, came up to
me, took me by the arm, and said: We
have to get out of here.

I got to that door. We went through
that door, and I said to him: What has
happened?

The stunning words of his reply were:
The Capitol has been breached.

Mr. Speaker, I observed, and I don’t
know whether the cameras are panning
this House, but the other side of the
aisle is empty, failing to recognize one
of the most grievous, criminal, trea-
sonous events that has happened dur-
ing the 44-plus years that I have been
in this House.

It is as if it were not a historic event,
where every Member of this House, 435
of us, ought to be rising today and say-
ing that, America, we will not survive
that kind of conduct; that is not Amer-
ica; and urging every one of our con-
stituents, as I am going to quote
George Washington in just a minute, to
honor democracy in victory and in de-
feat.

Al Gore lost a Presidential election
5-4. When the Supreme Court said that
the election was over, by a vote of 54,
Al Gore did what real patriots do. He
said that the Court has declared the
election ended, and because of his love
of America and democracy, and be-
cause that is how our system works, as
a nation of laws, not of men and
women.

Mr. Speaker, my favorite painting in
the Capitol hangs in the rotunda. It
was painted by John Trumbull. It de-
picts George Washington in the Mary-
land State Senate Chamber as he re-
signs his commission as Commander in
Chief of the Continental Army at the
end of the Revolutionary War.

That painting, Mr. Speaker, is a tes-
tament to a man who so eagerly relin-
quished his power and who only reluc-
tantly reclaimed it when the American
people called him to serve as their first
President.

It is a symbol of the peaceful transi-
tion of power upon which our democ-
racy depends.

Mr. Speaker, 5 years ago today, that
painting towered over the swarm of in-
surrectionists Donald Trump sent to
this Capitol. That is why he was
deemed to be, as the whip said, the
most culpable of the figures involved in
this insurrection.

What did he say? He told the mob to
“‘stop the steal”’” and to ‘‘fight like
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hell.” Then, he deployed them to the
Capitol of the United States of Amer-
ica, the beacon of democracy, freedom,
and liberty for all the world, and the
Capitol was breached.

There, of course, was no steal, and
the courts said so in court after court
after court after court. However, un-
like Al Gore, President Trump did not
honor the courts. Rather, he deployed
an army to come to the Capitol, breach
it, and stop democratic proceedings.

The army he deployed maimed some
140 of our brave U.S. Capitol Police of-
ficers, several of whom lost their lives.
They paraded Confederate and Nazi
symbols through these Halls, as the
whip observed as well. They erected
gallows. They erected gallows on the
Capitol lawn to hang the Republican
Vice President of the United States,
and so stated.

Unlike the past few months, the Na-
tional Guard was nowhere to be found.
Donald Trump had every opportunity
to restore order. The Republican leader
of this House, Mr. MCCARTHY, called
the White House and said: Mr. Presi-
dent, you need to stop this violence.

Nothing happened. Instead, the Presi-
dent played the figurative fiddle as the
Capitol was sieged and our Constitu-
tion was challenged.

The same man responsible for the vi-
olence that day is now trying to distort
it and erase it. Perhaps, Mr. Speaker,
that is why there is no other Repub-
lican on the floor, to try to forget what
happened, erase it from the minds of
Americans, and erase it from the his-
tory books. It was just a group of tour-
ists taking an amble through the Cap-
itol.

Mr. Speaker, the President of the
United States inexplicably has de-
scribed January 6 as ‘‘a day of love.”
Mr. Speaker, I call it what it was: a
day of violence, sedition, and treason.

Trump has called those who stormed
the Capitol ‘‘unbelievable patriots.”
Mr. Speaker, 435 of us ought to be on
this floor saying: No, sir. It was unbe-
lievable violence and sedition.

I call those unbelievable patriots
what they are: criminals convicted of
such, insurrectionists, cop killers, cop
beaters, and democracy destroyers.

In one of the first actions in his sec-
ond term—the whip has mentioned
this, and others will mention it. I use
the word ‘‘inexplicable.” In his first
days in office, some 1,600 insurrection-
ists who stormed this Capitol, who
breached this Capitol, and who tried to
stop democracy from working were
pardoned by the President of the
United States, Mr. Donald J. Trump.

David Dempsey was sentenced to 20
years. He viciously assaulted and in-
jured police officers defending the
lower west terrace, at the lower west
terrace tunnel, using weapons made
from broken furniture, pepper spray,
and flagpoles.

Daniel Joseph Rodriguez was sen-
tenced to 12%2 years after being found
guilty. He was filmed deploying fire ex-
tinguishers and dragging Metropolitan
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Police Officer Michael Fanone and re-
peatedly shocked Fanone in the neck
with a taser. He was pardoned.

The chief of the Capitol Police, when
asked about those pardons, said that it
was deeply troubling to the Capitol Po-
lice, as well it should be.

Patrick McCaughey, sentenced to 7%
years, used a stolen riot shield to pin
Metropolitan Police Officer Daniel
Hodges to a metal door frame while an-
other assailant beat Hodges in the face
with a stolen baton. U.S. District
Judge Trevor McFadden described
McCaughey as the poster child of all
that was dangerous and appalling
about January 6.

Peter Francis Stager, sentenced to 4
years and 4 months, wielded a flagpole
and repeatedly struck a defenseless of-
ficer who was lying face down.

I would ask any member of the Presi-
dent’s party or our party to come to
this floor and defend pardoning some-
body who perpetrated a crime on a po-
lice officer.

Stewart Rhodes, sentenced to 18
years, said this: ‘“Patriots,”” using Don-
ald Trump’s word for them, ‘it was a
long day but a day when patriots began
to stand. Stand now or kneel forever.
Honor your oaths. Remember your leg-
acy.” That is what he said.

It is pride in assaulting the officers,
pride in assaulting democracy, pride in
driving the Congress, thankfully for
just hours, out of this Capitol so they
could not proceed in doing their con-
stitutional duty.
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That pardon list included 600 who
were charged with assaulting or ob-
structing law enforcement. Mr. Speak-
er, so much for supporting the thin
blue line, so much for supporting the
brave men and women of law enforce-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to for-
get January 6. We cannot afford to be
absent, Mr. Speaker, to take a walk, to
turn our backs on what happened on
January 6. To do so is to risk its re-
peated actions.

It did not end when a bipartisan ma-
jority in this House impeached Trump
the following week, and it still has not
ended.

Mr. Speaker, I ask this House now, as
I did on January 6, standing where the
gentleman from South Carolina is
standing now: Do we have the courage
to stand up to a President who violates
our Constitution, our laws, and our
norms?

Will enough of my colleagues across
the aisle find that courage? Liz Cheney
found that courage. Liz Cheney—the
third-ranking Republican in the House
of Representatives, Liz Cheney, the
daughter of Vice President Cheney—
found that courage to recognize that
day for the tragedy it was. I pray oth-
ers will do the same.

General Washington, whom I men-
tioned earlier, would do the same. He
would tell them what he told his own
officers when he learned they were con-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

spiring to overthrow the Continental
Congress just a few months before he
resigned his commission.

He said this: Express your utmost
horror and detestation of the man who
wishes, under any specious pretenses,
to overturn the liberties of our country
and who wickedly attempts to open the
floodgates of civil discord and deluge
our rising Nation in blood.

That is what happened on January 6.
On January 6, we saw the floodgates of
insurrection open. If we forget that, if
we gloss over that fact of history, if we
ignore it, if we diminish its venality or
glorify the actions of the mob as
Trump does, we risk letting that dream
of liberty for which our Founders
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor be swept away.

Let us remember January 6, lest it be
repeated.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Maryland for his
comments and for his friendship for
these 36-plus years, 30 years as my col-
league.

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms.
CLARKE), chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, good evening. I am Congress-
woman YVETTE D. CLARKE, chair of the
Congressional Black Caucus for the
119th session of Congress, and proud
Representative of New York’s Ninth
Congressional District, located in cen-
tral and southwest Brooklyn.

I thank my colleagues, Congressman
JAMES CLYBURN of South Carolina and
Congressman STENY HOYER of Mary-
land, for co-anchoring this Congres-
sional Black Caucus Special Order
hour.

I rise tonight with my colleagues of
the Congressional Black Caucus and
the House Democratic Caucus to re-
flect on the solemn anniversary of the
January 6 attack on the United States
Capitol.

The deadly insurrection of January 6,
2021, was not merely an attack on a
building, but a direct and violent as-
sault on Members of Congress, law en-
forcement, staff, and the very founda-
tions of our democracy.

Today, this evening, we honor the ex-
traordinary bravery of the United
States Capitol Police and other law en-
forcement officers who protected our
democracy and ensured that the at-
tempt to overturn the 2020 election re-
sults failed.

Five years later, it is not lost on
members of our Caucus that efforts to
overturn the results of the 2020 elec-
tion, through false claims of illegit-
imate voting, occurred during a year
when we saw historic participation of
Black voters. That participation re-
sulted in Democratic victories up and
down the ballot, as well as the election
of the first Black woman Vice Presi-
dent.

Today, we cannot ignore the reality
that efforts to disenfranchise Black
communities are still ongoing. Soon, in
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the Louisiana v. Callais case, the Su-
preme Court will decide whether sec-
tion 2 of the Voting Rights Act, which
outlaws racial discrimination in our
electoral system, still allows Black and
minority voters to challenge racially
discriminatory voting maps in court,
making clear that the fight to protect
our democracy is far from over.

We will never forget the horrors of
January 6, nor will we turn a blind eye
to the efforts that continue to threaten
the promise of equal participation in
our democracy and undermine the very
foundations on which this Nation and
its governance has been built.

The January 6, 2021, attack on the
U.S. Capitol and the occupants of the
Capitol complex is a day that will live
in infamy.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for her comments. I
now yield to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. MFUME).

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from South Carolina for
yielding and the gentleman from Mary-
land for his co-participation.

Mr. Speaker, 5 years ago at this time,
those of us who were in this Chamber
could hear the sound of glass being
swept up outside of this door.

There were persons in here sweeping
the room to see if there were any ex-
plosive devices that had been planted
after the break-in. Up and down these
halls, you could hear murmurs and
questions.

For those of us who were here, this is
not a joke. This is not Donald Trump’s
history, and it is not his story. It is
what actually happened to our Nation’s
Capitol. Some of you who were here
will remember that day. I had to run
out this door from the second floor,
find my way down to the tunnels un-
derneath the Capitol to walk for a
quarter of a mile to get to an office
building where I could be safe, but
there were so many others who were
not fortunate to be able to do that.
They got swept up, as the gentleman
from South Carolina said, taken away,
whisked away, and stayed in seclusion
for hours, sometimes in the same clos-
ets almost, breathing the same air.

The fact that that happened, and the
fact that there is no one on the other
side of the aisle, concerns me because
it is almost an acclimation that it is
okay. And it is not okay. Five police
officers were murdered that day, 150 or
so were taken to the hospital, 18 of
which had to stay there.

These walls, these doors, these hal-
lowed venues that we have walked in
and people have come to and thought
of as being a symbol of democracy were
shattered unnecessarily.

It is important to find a way to com-
memorate this day. It is important to
remind the rest of the country that
what Donald Trump said were visitors
visiting the Capitol to go sight-seeing
was a lie and that his pardon of over a
thousand individuals later is a shame-
ful, shameful act.

I pray to God that nothing like this
ever happens again. If it does, I pray to
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God that every Member of this body
will stand up and speak out.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his remarks.

I yield to the gentlewoman from New
Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN).

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I first thank both of our
Members of Congress who are co-lead-
ing this very important Special Order
hour.

Five years ago, a violent mob at-
tacked the United States Capitol to
prevent the peaceful transfer of power.
Yet, on the first day of Donald Trump’s
second term, he pardoned more than
1,600 criminals involved in that insur-
rection carried out in his name.

This is just one action amid a com-
prehensive campaign to erase the mem-
ory of what happened on that day. It is
a slap in the face to law enforcement
who selflessly put their lives at risk to
defend all of us.

Some of them lost their lives, like
Officer Brian Sicknick, a New Jersey
native, who tragically died following
injuries he sustained that day. Many
more are still dealing with trauma. In
Brian’s honor, I introduced a resolu-
tion condemning those blanket par-
dons.

We must never forget their sacrifice.
We cannot let Donald Trump and his
allies rewrite the history of one of the
darkest moments in the 250-year his-
tory of this Nation.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for her remarks.

Now I yield to the gentlewoman from
Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH).

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
both of our leaders this evening, Rep-
resentative HOYER and Representative
CLYBURN, for making sure that we
never forget.

Mr. Speaker, today we pause on the
5-year anniversary of one of the dark-
est days of our democracy. On January
6, rioters stormed the heart of Amer-
ican Government and sought to over-
throw the will of the people with bats
and clubs. Now, the individual respon-
sible for promoting such baseless alle-
gations once again occupies the highest
office in the land.

I extend profound gratitude for the
Capitol Police who stood on the front
lines on that terrible day. I thank my
colleagues, our appointed officials, and
every congressional staff member who
worked to ensure that the true will of
the American people was done.

I urge every citizen that is watching
today to remember that the eyes of the
world have not looked away in the 5
years since. We must work to ensure
that the American ideals of freedom,
justice and liberty endure for genera-
tions to come. Never, ever forget.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for her remarks. I
will now yield to the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Mrs. FOUSHEE).

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
our distinguished leaders for this op-
portunity.

Mr. Speaker, 5 years ago, our Nation
witnessed an unthinkable assault on
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American democracy when a violent
crowd breached the U.S. Capitol with
one purpose: to overturn a lawful elec-
tion and hold onto power by force.

Law enforcement officers stood be-
tween that mob and the Constitution.
More than 140 brave officers were in-
jured, and several lost their lives de-
fending this institution. Their courage
deserves not just remembrance but
that we remain vigilant in upholding
the rule of law.

The attack on January 6 was the re-
sult of a President who chose division
over truth, grievance over governance,
and chaos over accountability. That
choice continues to threaten our de-
mocracy today, as Donald Trump prac-
tices deliberate deception and esca-
lating extremism.

Democracy is fragile, and it demands
our constant defense. It can only sur-
vive when we act to protect it each and
every day.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for her remarks. I
now yield to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. IVEY).

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
distinguished colleague from South
Carolina and certainly my distin-
guished colleague from Maryland for
giving us the opportunity to speak on
this issue tonight, the fifth anniver-
sary of that tragic day of the attack on
this Capitol.

I want to focus on two men who were
here that day. One was Nathan Tate.
He was a police officer who had grown
up in Prince George’s County. He had
mixed feelings about what the police
do because he had had some bad experi-
ences in his childhood and in his neigh-
borhood, but he decided he could make
a difference.

He felt called to public service as a
police officer. When he went to work,
he joined the Metropolitan Police De-
partment in Washington, D.C., and was
sent to some of the toughest neighbor-
hoods in Washington, where I had actu-
ally been a prosecutor many years be-
fore.
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On that tragic day, he was one of the
140 officers who were attacked and in-
jured. Fortunately, he was not one of
the four who died that day. Another
one died the next day. Four officers
committed suicide in the wake of the
trauma that they had experienced that
day.

Mr. Tate was attacked and tempo-
rarily blinded by bear spray. He hit his
head on the scaffold as he was knocked
to the ground and lost consciousness
temporarily. He was afraid he wouldn’t
make it home that night to see his six
children. He didn’t know if he was
going to make it.

His attacker was a man named An-
drew Taake. Mr. Taake later pled
guilty to attacking officers, including
Mr. Tate, with bear spray and a metal
whip.

You heard a moment ago that our
President and some of our Republican
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colleagues said that this was a tourist
event, but I know not many tourists
bring bear spray and whips to the Cap-
itol. The man who attacked him was
also a fugitive from justice at the time
he came here. He had been released on
bond from Texas. He was a 32-year-old
man, and he was charged with online
solicitation of a minor.

Fortunately, it was an undercover of-
ficer posing as a 15-year-old girl, but
there was an arrest warrant out for his
arrest at the time he came here and
launched that attack.

He ended up pleading guilty and ac-
cepting responsibility in front of the
judge, or so he said, because when you
plead guilty, the prosecutor reads a
statement of what you have done and
you have to swear under oath that that
statement is true.

He did that, but at the same time, he
had been bragging about attacking
these officers. Later, he came out and
denied responsibility for what he had
done. In fact, he said Officer Tate had
attacked him.

The judge in that case was appointed
by Donald J. Trump. He heard all the
evidence, he heard the guilty plea and
the evidence that both sides presented,
and he sentenced Mr. Taake to 6 years
in jail. Donald Trump’s pardon wiped
that away with the stroke of a pen.

Mr. Tate, formerly Officer Tate, felt
so betrayed by what had happened—not
just that day, not just by the way some
Members of Congress have responded to
what happened that day, and not just
by the pardon—that he actually left
the police department. He didn’t feel
he could be a police officer again. How-
ever, he was still committed to public
service that now he is a middle school
teacher in Charles County, Maryland,
continuing to do outstanding work.

Actually, The Washington Post arti-
cle that profiled him today showed
that he talked about this issue today
or this week with the children in his
class. He is trying to continue to serve.
He is trying to continue to make a dif-
ference. He is trying to make a dif-
ference for the next generation. He had
life-altering scars that he suffered that
day. Many of our colleagues had life-al-
tering scars that they suffered that
day. Our Nation suffered life-altering
scars that day. We need to commit
today that it will never happen again.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR).

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman CLYBURN for his leader-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, as one of the Members
of the House that was trapped up in
that gallery for hours and hours
against my will on January 6, 2021, I
rise this evening to say that the rioters
who created the chaos that day here at
the Capitol were un-American. They
were violent. They were unlawful.

I rise to pay tribute to the seven offi-
cers who died, the 150 that were in-
jured, many of whom were hospitalized
and some deal with PTSD until today.
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On March 2022, a year following that,
this Congress passed a law directing
the Architect of the Capitol to place a
permanent memorial to honor every
one of those officers who had violence
perpetrated against them. Mr. Speaker,
5 years after that tragic day, the
plaque is here in the Capitol but the
Speaker has not allowed it to be
placed.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge Speaker
JOHNSON to not allow his worship of
one man to rewrite the history of that
horrible day. Congress must show re-
spect for those who defended democ-
racy, liberty, and Article I of the Con-
stitution of the United States right
here in the House of Representatives,
defending the vote that occurred in 50
States across this union. We owe them
that memorial.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for her remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. MAGAZINER).

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, do
not let anyone rewrite the history of
what happened on January 6, 2021. A
mob tried to overturn a free and fair
election and deny the American people
of our God-given right to choose our
own leaders. They attacked police offi-
cers with pipes, rocks, and other weap-
ons. It was domestic terrorism. Let’s
call it what it is.

They did it because President Trump
lied to them and repeatedly said that
he did not lose the election when he, in
fact, did. Democracy only survives
when leaders put the will of the people
ahead of their own selfish ambition and
when the rule of law is enforced. We
thank the hundreds of brave police offi-
cers who put their lives in harm’s way
to defend the Capitol and our democ-
racy.

They know what it means to be pa-
triotic Americans and their courage
stands in sharp contrast to many of the
Republican Members of this Congress
who are too cowardly to tell the truth
about what really happened on Janu-
ary 6.

We deserve leaders who stand for the
Constitution, stand for our democracy,
not only when it is convenient for
them but always. We must defend
American democracy.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. SUBRAMANYAM).

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
we will never forget that 5 years ago on
this day at this President’s urging, vio-
lent insurrectionists stormed the Cap-
itol and attempted to overturn a peace-
ful transition of power.

I know that the families of the 140
police officers who were criminally as-
saulted will never forget either, espe-
cially those lives who were taken that
day and in the days that followed.

Virginians will never forget that day
either, including the Virginians who
were in the Capitol complex that day
and the family of Howie Liebengood, a
Capitol Police Officer from Virginia,
who took his own life in the aftermath.
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Most importantly, the American peo-
ple will never forget that day or the
1,600 people who were charged with
crimes for what they did, but then re-
ceived a pardon from President Trump
in one of his first actions of 2025.

At least 33 of them have been re-
arrested, charged, or sentenced for
other crimes, including plotting the
murder of an FBI agent or child sexual
assaults. We will not forget, and those
who try to gloss over that day or re-
write history will just be on the wrong
side of history.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. KENNEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, first, I will recognize the CBC
and Chairwoman CLARKE and Rep-
resentatives CLYBURN and HOYER for
hosting this Special Order hour.

Mr. Speaker, five years ago, our Na-
tion watched in horror as the President
of the United States incited a violent
attack on this Capitol to overturn an
election that he lost.

At least 140 officers were viciously
assaulted and injured, beaten with flag-
poles and fire extinguishers, sprayed
with chemicals and tased, all in defense
of our democracy.

In the days and weeks following the
attack, we lost five of those police offi-
cers, those brave heroes. We mourn
their loss.

The Department of Justice convicted
more than 1,000 rioters and had hun-
dreds of cases pending. With a stroke of
a pen on his first day in office, Presi-
dent Trump pardoned every single one,
putting violent offenders back on our
streets.

Since their release, what have some
of those pardoned rioters done? They
have been charged with assaulting po-
lice officers, making terrorist threats,
and preying on children. That is who
this President set free: violent individ-
uals and child predators.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle ought to recognize the dark-
ness this day represents for our coun-
try. The Republican majority must re-
store checks and balances and finally
hold this President accountable before
it is too late.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to the
time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

MACKENZIE). The gentleman from
South Carolina has 8 minutes remain-
ing.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I won’t
take 3 minutes. This Chamber should
be full. I said that earlier because this
was not an attack on Democrats. It is
not an attack on Republicans. It was
an attack on our country, on our de-
mocracy, and on our Constitution.
That is why every Member of this
House ought to be on this floor, urging
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Americans to do what democracy de-
mands, solving our differences peace-
fully through elections, through de-
bate, through votes on this floor.

We have as a centralized premise
that might does not make right. The
people who stormed up Constitution
Avenue coming straight from in front
of the White House and a speech by the
President of the United States have
said they were doing what they
thought the President wanted them to
do. We ask God to bless America. If we
do not speak, we ask God to save
America.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his co-anchorship of
these few minutes that we have spent
together here on the floor.

Mr. Speaker, you have heard from
many of our distinguished colleagues
about the events of January 6, the in-
surrection that has been misnamed by
many of my colleagues. These issues
are of great importance to the mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus. In fact, they are of great impor-
tance to our constituents and to all
Americans.

When I think about this day, as many
of us will be traveling all over the
country—in fact, I am going to be in
the hometown of Representative KEN-
NEDY to celebrate Martin Luther King
Jr. Day I think on the 18 of this
month—I am thinking tonight about
King’s letter from the Birmingham
City Jail, which many of us remember
was written in response to a letter that
he had received from eight White cler-
gymen who said to King that they
wanted him to leave Birmingham.

They told King that they thought he
was a disruptive force, and they
thought that if he were to leave the
community, things would be better.
They told King in their letter to him
that they did not want him to get them
wrong because they believed in his
cause, but they just thought that his
timing was wrong.

O 2015

Mr. Speaker, King, in his answer to
them, said that time itself is neutral.
The time is never right. Time is never
wrong. Time is always what we make
it.

He had a concluding thought there
that I have been thinking about all
day. King said that he was coming to
the conclusion that the people of ill
will in our society are making a much
better use of time than the people of
good will.

Mr. Speaker, I want us to think
about that. Those people who came to
this building on January 6, 2021, did not
have good will in their hearts nor on
their minds. They were people of ill
will, and they made pretty good use of
their time. I will close with this.

King said: ‘“We are going to be made
to repent in this generation not just
for the vitriolic words and deeds of bad
people but for the appalling silence of
good people.”

Mr. Speaker, I say to my friends on
the other side of the aisle who have
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been silent all day that they may live
to regret that silence.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 16 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, January 7, 2026, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2562. A letter from the Legislative Af-
fairs, Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, transmitting the Bureau’s Fall 2024
Semi-Annual Fair Lending Report, pursuant
to 12 U.S.C. 5493(c)(2)(D); Public Law 111-203,
Sec. 1013(c)(2)(D); (124 Stat. 1966) and 15
U.S.C. 1691f; Public Law 90-321, Sec. 707 (as
added by Public Law 94-239, Sec. 7); (90 Stat.
2565); to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

EC-2563. A letter from the Administrator,
Regulatory Management Branch, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting the
Agency’s final rule — National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants; Del-
egation of Authority to Oklahoma [EPA-R06-
0OAR-2020-0086; FRL-12761-02-R6] received De-
cember 30, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-2564. A letter from the Administrator,
Regulatory Management Branch, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting the
Agency’s Direct final rule — Air Plan Ap-
proval; CO; Revisions to Colorado Procedural
Rules and Common Provisions Regulation
[EPA-R08-OAR-2024-0550; FRL-13050-02-R8] re-
ceived December 30, 2025, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-2565. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to the Western Bal-
kans that was declared in Executive Order
13219 of June 26, 2001, pursuant to 50 U.S.C.
1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90
Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law
95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-2566. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting noti-
fication of an introduction of United States
Armed Forces, pursuant to 50 U.S.C.
1543(a)(3); Public Law 93-148, Sec. 4(a); (87
Stat. 5565) (H. Doc. No. 119—124); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

EC-2567. A letter from the Administrator,
General Services Administration, transmit-
ting the Semiannual Report of the Office of
the Inspector General, for the period April 1,
2025, through September 30, 2025, pursuant to
the Inspector General Act of 1978; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.
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EC-2568. A letter from the Clerk of the U.S.
House of Representatives, transmitting a list
of reports created by the Clerk which it is
the duty of any officer or Department to
make to Congress (H. Doc. No. 119—115); to
the Committee on House Administration and
ordered to be printed.

EC-2569. A letter from the Management
Analyst, Office of the Executive Secretariat
and Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Land Man-
agement, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s Public Land Order
— No. 7917 for Withdrawal of Federal Lands;
Cook, Lake and Saint Louis Counties, MN
received January 6, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-2570. A letter from the Acting Deputy
Division Chief, Regulatory Coordination Di-
vision, Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices, Homeland Security, Executive Office
for Immigration Review, Department of Jus-
tice, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Security Bars and Processing; Con-
firmation of Effective Date; Partial With-
drawal [CIS No.: 2844-26; Docket No.: USCIS
2020-0013] (RIN: 1615-AC57) [Dir. Order No.: 03-
2025] (RIN: 1125-AB08) received December 30,
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-2571. A letter from the Secretary, Judi-
cial Conference of the United States, trans-
mitting the Report of the Proceedings of the
Judicial Conference of the United States for
the September 2025 session; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-2572. A letter from the Acting Deputy
Division Chief, Regulatory Coordination Di-
vision, USCIS, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, transmitting the Department’s Major
final rule — Weighted Selection Process for
Registrants and Petitioners Seeking to File
Cap-Subject H-1B Petitions [CIS No.: 2847-26;
DHS Docket No.: USCIS-2025-0040] (RIN: 1615-
ADO01) received December 29, 2025, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

EC-2573. A letter from the Administrator,
Regulatory Management Branch, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting the
Agency’s Major final rule — Effluent Limita-
tions Guidelines and Standards for the
Steam Electric Power Generating Point
Source Category--Deadline Extensions [EPA-
HQ-OW-2009-0819; FRL-8794.3-04-OW] (RIN:
2040-AGb54) received December 30, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. COLE:

H.R. 6938. A bill making consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Appropriations, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on the Budget, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BEGICH:

H.R. 6939. A bill to address data and re-
search gaps to improve marine environ-
mental data collection, particularly in the
Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands, and Gulf of
Alaska, prioritize technology that supports
research, bycatch reduction, and marine
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benthic habitat in Alaska fisheries, advance
and streamline electronic monitoring and
electronic reporting in United States fish-
eries, and establish a fund to provide finan-
cial assistance for fishermen purchasing gear
and technology aimed at reducing bycatch
and marine benthic habitat contact from
trawl fishing gear; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.
By Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina:

H.R. 6940. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to assess how
Executive departments address mental
health crisis prevention and awareness, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. CRANE:

H.R. 6941. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Energy to conduct a study to identify the ef-
fects of covered geoengineering projects on
the health of humans and the environment,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CRANE:

H.R. 6942. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Nick Shirley, in recognition
of exemplary investigative journalism that
uncovered waste, fraud, and abuse per-
petrated against American taxpayers; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. EVANS of Colorado:

H.R. 6943. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to standardize the payment of
burial and funeral expenses and plot allow-
ances for deceased veterans under the laws
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself, Mr.
RILEY of New York, Mr. FINSTAD, and
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina):

H.R. 6944. A bill to require the Secretary of
Agriculture to make cost-share grants for
retrofitting agricultural tractors with roll-
over protection structures, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mrs. FISCHBACH (for herself, Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey, and Ms.
TENNEY):

H.R. 6945. A bill to amend part A of title IV
of the Social Security Act to clarify the au-
thority of States to use funds for pregnancy
centers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HUNT:

H.R. 6946. A bill to amend section 244 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act to termi-
nate Temporary Protected Status designa-
tions for certain countries; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois:

H.R. 6947. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to require each new motor vehi-
cle to be equipped with a manual door re-
lease allowing timely exit regardless of fail-
ure of any electrical system, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. LATIMER (for himself and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 6948. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to require each new electric and
hybrid vehicle to be equipped with tech-
nology that allows the timely extinguish-
ment of an electric vehicle battery fire, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. MOORE of Utah:

H.R. 6949. A Dbill to establish a pilot pro-
gram in which States may use consolidated
funds, through Upward Mobility Grants, for
antipoverty programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means,
and in addition to the Committees on Finan-
cial Services, Agriculture, Education and
Workforce, and Energy and Commerce, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
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