
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H665 January 13, 2026 
Mayor Black helped to guide the city 
into the thriving economic hub that it 
is today. This month, he announced 
that he will not seek reelection, which 
will conclude 171⁄2 years as mayor and 
nearly 5 additional years of serving the 
city in other roles. 

Mayor Black leaves behind a strong 
foundation built on partnership with 
an exceptional professional staff and 
the business community. 

Decades of engagement and commu-
nity outreach have produced clear re-
sults, attracting firms like Google and 
Facebook to expand to Papillion. 
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He will be deeply missed by the peo-

ple of Papillion, and I am hopeful he 
will continue public service down the 
road. Mayor Black has more than 
earned the opportunity to spend addi-
tional time with his family once his 
final term in office concludes. 

Papillion, Mr. Speaker, is a special 
place, with Mayor Black’s legacy being 
built yet another example of that 
truth. I thank Mayor Black for his out-
standing public service. 

BEN SASSE NEVER STOPS FIGHTING 
Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize former U.S. Senator 
Ben Sasse. 

Ben is a Nebraskan, a native, and a 
Fremonter. He lives in the First Con-
gressional District. Early in his career, 
he served as chief of staff for a previous 
member of the same district. 

Last month, Ben announced that he 
had been diagnosed with stage IV pan-
creatic cancer. This news stunned me, 
and, quite frankly, it stunned the 
world. 

Ever since Ben has stepped back from 
public life following his time in the 
Senate and at the University of Flor-
ida, his intellect and voice have contin-
ued to influence conversation across 
the country. 

From education to healthcare and be-
yond, he has shaped debates in higher 
ed, politics, journalism, and more 
through the years. Ben did this all at a 
young age. Even though he has a very 
public profile, he and his wife, Melissa, 
have built a vibrant family. All of this 
made the cancer diagnosis seem almost 
unthinkable. 

While this is hard news for all of us 
to hear, we know this isn’t the end of 
the story. Ben has a lot of fight left in 
him, and as he has joked himself: ‘‘He 
is not dead yet.’’ 

From the people of the First District 
and across Nebraska, Mr. Speaker, may 
Ben know that we are praying for him. 
We are with him, with Melissa, and his 
kids. I know he won’t back down from 
this fight. 

f 

GREENLAND 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank 

you. The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from New York, Mr. LATIMER, 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, in the 
Holy Bible’s Book of Exodus, a book 
which is sacred to both Christians and 
Jews, it is written that Almighty God 
hands down, through Moses, Ten Com-

mandments that represent the bedrock 
of ethical behavior and rules that gov-
ern human conduct. 

My colleagues in Texas and Lou-
isiana have State laws that post them 
inside public facilities. In one form or 
another, secular laws are written with 
these commandments in mind to pro-
vide civil sanctions against those who 
would commit murder or lie in a court 
proceeding under oath. Such laws gov-
ern against stealing what others legiti-
mately own, their property and posses-
sions. 

We now face one of the most impor-
tant tests of our democracy in over 150 
years: Whether the Federal Govern-
ment will blatantly steal the assets of 
an independent sovereign nation, who 
is our ally, for no legitimate reason 
other than lust for land. 

In the rhetoric of coveting thy neigh-
bor’s goods, the President of the United 
States is fixed on coveting the sov-
ereign land of the kingdom of Den-
mark, the island of Greenland. The 
President has spoken about it in his 
frequent public ruminations, and we 
have learned he has tasked our mili-
tary to plan how he might take Green-
land by force without the consent of 
Denmark. 

This would open a shameful chapter, 
as we celebrate the 250th year of our 
own independence, that we would turn 
our backs on the principles established 
by the Founding Fathers and act as if 
we are one of the thug nations of the 
world ourselves. 

Saddam Hussein’s Iraq seized Kuwait. 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia launched war 
to take over Ukraine. Adolf Hitler 
grabbed Poland and Czechoslovakia 
and, for a while, all of continental Eu-
rope. Mussolini took Ethiopia, and 
Chairman Xi has long coveted Taiwan. 
Each presented their flimsy reasons for 
their actions, justifications that fooled 
no one. 

Is this who America wants to emu-
late? Putin, Hitler, Hussein? 

The flimsy reason offered by the 
President and his minions, notably 
Stephen Miller, references our ability 
to protect America from an Arctic re-
gion threat. 

With that very thought in mind, in 
1951, we signed an agreement with Den-
mark that allows us to place military 
assets in Greenland that we feel we 
need with the support and agreement 
of Denmark. They have not reneged on 
that deal or thrown up roadblocks to 
American defense needs. We are trying 
to burst into a room by force when the 
door is set wide open and the welcome 
mat is displayed. 

Denmark, a NATO ally, owns Green-
land legally. If it doesn’t choose to sell 
it, it remains legally theirs. Thy neigh-
bor’s ox and house, not ours. 

Any U.S. military action against 
Greenland breaks the NATO rule and 
puts us at odds with our allies, allies 
that in the post-World War II era have 
helped us restrain Russian aggression 
for nearly a century. Denmark, as an 
ally, responded to our action in Af-
ghanistan. They lost 43 men there sim-
ply because they honored their NATO 

commitment and stood by their friend, 
the United States of America. 

Perhaps this President hates NATO 
so much that he has rallied against ele-
ments of it before, and in that he sup-
ports the wishes of Vladimir Putin that 
sees NATO as an impediment to his 
empire building, the desire for retaking 
Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, and 
Ukraine. 

We have, as of late, decided that it is 
okay to insult European leaders at the 
U.N., threaten the countries of Latin 
America, disrespect our closest friend, 
Canada, and generally act with an ar-
rogant swagger. We have the world’s 
greatest military, but it is not a toy to 
be used to glorify any one man’s lust 
for an expanded control of land. It is 
not the Department of War. It is the 
Department of Defense. That is how 
Americans view our role in the world, 
to defend ourselves and to defend free-
dom in a world with dictators and 
thugs who would subjugate us all if 
they could. 

God stop us if we become the thug, if 
we become the dictatorship that uses 
our economic and military strength to 
bully this world. 

The power of any President is not 
about what one man thinks is moral. It 
is guided by constitutional limitations, 
including three branches of govern-
ment, not a dominant dictator and a 
subservient politburo and judiciary. 

Harry Truman understood this. 
Dwight Eisenhower understood this. 
John F. Kennedy understood this, and 
so did Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, 
Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald 
Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clin-
ton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama, 
and Joe Biden. These men, whether you 
deem their Presidencies good or bad, 
understood what it is to have allies 
across the globe and how to keep 
America as the shining light to guide 
this planet. 

Attacking Greenland for no strategic 
benefit that they don’t already have 
puts us in a league with Russia and 
China. We will regret such a decision 
every day that we live thereafter. 

Let this Congress make a strong, un-
ambiguous statement that America 
does not take land for some trumped 
up reason. 

We stand for the rule of law and for 
freedom and respect for others. That is 
what sets our Nation apart. If we 
snatch Greenland as a show of power, 
we give no reason for the people of the 
world to side with us when some other 
nation confronts us in a future year. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from—the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas, Mr. LUTTRELL, 
for 5 minutes. 
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Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month and to speak about 
the serious threat human trafficking 
represents here and globally. 

Human trafficking is the second larg-
est criminal enterprise in the world, 
second to only that of drug trafficking. 
Human trafficking generates an esti-
mated $150 billion a year and enslaves 
nearly 50 million people. The most vul-
nerable are our children and young 
adults. They are being targeted and ex-
ploited through their phones, through 
their computer systems, through gam-
ing systems, and through social media. 
Every 30 seconds a child is sold into 
slavery. Every 30 seconds another child 
is sold into slavery. 

Human trafficking is not just a dis-
tant overseas problem. The issue is 
here. It is in our communities. It is in 
our small towns. It is in our big cities. 

I am from Texas and Texas being a 
border State, we are a hot spot for 
human trafficking. We lead the coun-
try in that issue. I asked our elected 
officials and I asked our law enforce-
ment officials: How do we combat this? 
How do we defeat this mechanism? 
These cartels and these gangs move 
these people every day. 

It starts with community awareness. 
You have to be willing to recognize the 
problem. You have to be willing to 
watch. We have the FIFA World Cup 
and we have the Super Bowl coming up. 
This will swarm our country even more 
so than now with this issue. 

I have talked to school board mem-
bers. I have talked to parents. I have 
spoken to young men and women who 
have been trafficked, and it is hard to 
speak about. A lot of the young ladies 
like to keep that to themselves, but we 
have to look past that. 

We in Congress have to legislate 
forcefully. We have to go after these 
bastards who are taking advantage of 
our babies every single day. If we don’t, 
this problem will continue to exist. I 
asked law enforcement: What do you 
need? They need technology. They need 
us to listen. They need funding. They 
need our help. 

This is an American problem. It will 
not go away. With the advancements of 
technology that we are seeing today, 
they will reach out and touch every 
single person they possibly can because 
it makes them money. 

This is like cancer, unfortunately. If 
cancer does not touch you or your fam-
ily, you don’t want to recognize it. You 
will not address it until it lands on the 
house. Mr. Speaker, this issue is here. 
These babies cannot protect them-
selves. It is our responsibility to watch 
over them. We have to do that. Enough 
is enough. 

In 2021, the estimated report again 
was 50 million people are sold into slav-
ery, 50 million people. This is a prob-
lem the United States and the globe 
should not have. This is not a red or 
blue issue. This is a red, white, and 
blue issue. 

I talk to my colleagues in Texas on a 
daily basis. They are just as engaged as 
we are, but I talk to the American peo-
ple and I say to you: We need your 
help. We have to Facebook this thing. 

It has to spread like a wave. Do not be 
shy about this issue, Mr. Speaker. Our 
babies depend on us to watch over 
them. 

I have two beautiful sons, and I give 
them the latitude they need, but I 
watch over them every single day be-
cause I am one county away from the 
worst county in the country when it 
comes to human trafficking. Honestly, 
Mr. Speaker, I am embarrassed to have 
to say that, but we have to fix that 
here. We have to fix that in every sin-
gle State in the country, and we can do 
that if we just activate and show the 
bad actors that we will tolerate this no 
more. 

f 

IMPEACH SECRETARY NOEM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank 
you. The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois, Ms. KELLY, for 
5 minutes. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
before my colleague from Texas walks 
out, I will do whatever I can do to help 
him because the Chicagoland area is 
number three. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to an-
nounce I will be impeaching Homeland 
Security Secretary Kristi Noem. Sec-
retary Noem has violated the Constitu-
tion, and she needs to be held account-
able for terrorizing our communities. 

Operation Midway Blitz has torn 
apart the Chicagoland area. President 
Trump declared war on Chicago, and 
then he brought violence and destruc-
tion to our city and our suburbs in the 
form of immigration enforcement. 

In my district, Federal agents 
rapelled down from Black Hawk heli-
copters and burst into an apartment 
building in the South Shore area. They 
dragged U.S. citizens and noncitizens 
alike out of their beds in the middle of 
the night. They claimed the apartment 
was infiltrated by members of a Ven-
ezuelan gang. I don’t understand this 
President’s obsession with Venezuela, 
but they did not arrest a single mem-
ber from that gang. 

I visited that apartment building and 
saw firsthand the destruction those 
agents left. Doors to people’s homes or 
apartments were kicked down. Belong-
ings, including little kids’ toys, were 
strewn about in the hallway. That raid 
and so many others shook our commu-
nity, not just immigrants, but every-
one. 

Now, Secretary Noem has brought 
her reign of terror to Minneapolis after 
she left Charlotte and Raleigh. We have 
all seen what happened. An ICE officer 
shot and killed Renee Nicole Good in 
cold blood. 

Without knowing any of the facts or 
an investigation, Secretary Noem lied 
about what happened. She called a be-
loved 37-year-old mom a domestic ter-
rorist. 

Secretary Noem and her rogue agents 
are the ones terrorizing our commu-
nities, and she is breaking the law to 
do so. I will hold her accountable, and 
I am filing three Articles of Impeach-
ment against Secretary Noem. 

Number one, obstruction of Congress. 
Secretary Noem has denied me and 

other Members of Congress oversight of 
ICE detention facilities. It is our con-
stitutional duty to find out what is 
happening in these centers where peo-
ple are reportedly being treated like 
less than animals. 

Two, violation of public trust. Sec-
retary Noem directed ICE agents to ar-
rest people without warrants, used tear 
gas against citizens, and ignored due 
process. She claims she is taking mur-
derers and rapists off our streets, but 
none of the 614 people arrested during 
Operation Midway Blitz has been 
charged or convicted of murder or rape. 

Three, self-dealing. Secretary Noem 
has abused her power for personal ben-
efit. She steered a Federal contract to 
a new firm run by a friend, her friend. 
Her propaganda campaign to recruit 
ICE agents cost taxpayers $200 million. 
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She made a video that turned the 
South Shore raid into something that 
looked more like a movie trailer. Make 
no mistake, this is not a movie. This is 
real life, and real people are being hurt 
and killed. 

I really have to wonder who the peo-
ple are behind the mask. These DHS 
agents have no identifying factor. 
From all their botched raids and offi-
cer-involved shootings, I have to ask: 
What is their training like? What is the 
vetting? Is Secretary Noem recruiting 
January 6 insurrectionists? 

I was one of the last Members of Con-
gress to escape the House gallery on 
January 6. I remember hiding on my 
hands and knees and running through 
the hallways to a safe room. Insurrec-
tionists are not fit to serve as law en-
forcement. 

I realize that the impeachment of 
Secretary Noem does not bring Renee 
back. True justice would be Renee 
alive today, at home with her family. 
Impeachment doesn’t bring back the 
four other people killed by immigra-
tion officers this year, including a man 
in Chicago. We cannot bring them back 
to their loved ones. What we can do, 
though, is impeach Secretary Noem, 
hold her accountable, and let her know 
the public is watching. 

In this country, we do not kill people 
in cold blood without consequences. 
These are not policy disagreements. 
These are violations of her oath of of-
fice, and she must answer for her im-
peachable actions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAMES ‘‘JIM’’ P. 
CITRANO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair now recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida, Mr. RUTHERFORD, for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the memory of 
James ‘‘Jim’’ P. Citrano, who passed 
away this last August at the age of 83. 

Jim was born on January 2, 1942, in 
Newark, New Jersey. After graduating 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore.  Thank you.  The Chair now recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Illinois, Ms. Kelly, for 5 minutes.  
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