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Stronger and diversified American invest-
ments.

National security benefits of AGOA include:

Peace and stability in a region that our ad-
versaries, such as China, are trying to exploit.

An American presence in a region rich in
critical minerals.

American values are being promoted
abroad, resulting in governance improvements
that align sub-Saharan African nations with
American foreign policy.

AGOA greatly benefits our national security
and economy. For those reasons, | urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 6500.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6500, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

HAITI ECONOMIC LIFT PROGRAM
EXTENSION ACT

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 65604) to extend
duty-free treatment provided with re-
spect to imports from Haiti under the
Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery
Act, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6504

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Haiti Economic
Lift Program Extension Act’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL RULES FOR HAITI
UNDER CARIBBEAN BASIN ECO-
NOMIC RECOVERY ACT.

Section 213A of the Caribbean Basin Economic
Recovery Act (19 U.S.C. 2703a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by amending subparagraph (B)(v)(I) to
read as follows:

““(I) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—The term ‘ap-
plicable percentage’ means 60 percent or more on
and after December 20, 2017.”’; and

(ii) by amending subparagraph (C) to read as
follows:

“(C) QUANTITATIVE LIMITATIONS.—The pref-
erential treatment described in subparagraph
(A) shall be extended, during each period after
the initial applicable 1-year period, to not more
than 1.25 percent of the aggregate square meter
equivalents of all apparel articles imported into
the United States in the most recent 12-month
period for which data are available.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘in each of
the 16 succeeding 1-year periods’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘“‘in any of the succeeding
I-year periods’’; and

(2) by amending subsection (h) to read as fol-
lows:
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““(h) TERMINATION.—The duty-free treatment
provided under this section shall remain in ef-
fect until December 31, 2028.”".

SEC. 3. RESTORATION OF ELIGIBILITY OF CER-
TAIN ARTICLES FOR PREFERENTIAL
TREATMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall pro-
claim such modifications to the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States as may be
necessary to restore the eligibility of articles de-
scribed in subsection (b) for preferential treat-
ment under section 213A of the Caribbean Basin
Economic Recovery Act (19 U.S.C. 2703a).

(b) ARTICLES DESCRIBED.—An article de-
scribed in this subsection is an article that—

(1) was eligible for preferential treatment
under section 213A of the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Act (19 U.S.C. 2703a) on Decem-
ber 20, 2006; and

(2) became ineligible for such treatment after
that date and before the date of the enactment
of this Act as a result of revisions to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE OF PROCLAMATION.—A
proclamation under subsection (a) shall take ef-
fect not earlier than 2 business days after the
President submits to the Committee on Finance
of the Senate and the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives a report
on the proclamation and the reasons for the
modifications to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule
under the proclamation.

SEC. 4. RETROACTIVE APPLICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 514
of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514) or any
other provision of law, and subject to paragraph
(2), any entry of a covered article to which
duty-free treatment or other preferential treat-
ment under the Caribbean Basin Economic Re-
covery Act (19 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) would have
applied if the entry had been made before Sep-
tember 30, 2025, that was made—

(1) on or after September 30, 2025, and

(2) before the date of the enactment of this
Act,
shall be liquidated or reliquidated as though
such entry occurred on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(b) REQUESTS.—A liquidation or reliquidation
may be made under paragraph (1) with respect
to an entry only if a request therefor is filed
with the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act that con-
tains sufficient information to enable such Com-
missioner—

(1) to locate the entry; or

(2) to reconstruct the entry if it cannot be lo-
cated.

(¢c) PAYMENT OF AMOUNTS OWED.—Any
amounts owed by the United States pursuant to
the liquidation or reliquidation of an entry of a
covered article under paragraph (1) shall be
paid, without interest of any kind, not later
than 90 days after the date of the liquidation or
reliquidation (as the case may be).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED ARTICLE.—The term ‘‘covered ar-
ticle’’ means an article from Haiti.

(2) ENTRY.—The term ‘“‘entry’’ includes a
withdrawal from warehouse for consumption.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. SMITH) and the gentle-
woman from Puerto Rico (Ms.
PLASKETT) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and submit extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 6504, the Haiti Economic
Lift Program Extension Act, intro-
duced by my colleague, Representative
MURPHY.

This legislation extends the HOPE
and HELP trade preference programs
which provide trade preferences for
certain apparel and textile imports
from Haiti.

Haiti has endured years of profound
hardship, political instability, eco-
nomic collapse, and repeated natural
disasters. As our bill author, Dr. MUR-
PHY, shares from his time serving as a
medical missionary in Haiti, these
trade programs represent an economic
lifeline that supports tens of thousands
of jobs and sustain one of the last re-
maining formal industries in the coun-
try.

Failing to extend these programs
would further destabilize an already
fragile situation, worsening humani-
tarian conditions. Strengthening eco-
nomic opportunity in Haiti promotes
regional stability, pushes back on ma-
lign actors trying to gain influence
with our neighbors, and advances U.S.
interests. Prosperity in our hemisphere
enhances security right here at home.

Renewing HOPE and HELP supports
nearshoring and more resilient supply
chains, benefiting American workers
and businesses, while reducing reliance
on distant and unreliable sources.

I commend Dr. MURPHY for his lead-
ership on this issue. Through his nu-
merous trips to Haiti, he has seen first-
hand the human consequences of eco-
nomic collapse. He also understands
the value these programs provide to
American businesses, including those
in North Carolina that have built reli-
able partnerships in Haiti.

Last month, the Ways and Means
Committee passed this bill unani-
mously, 41-0, a strong bipartisan signal
that these programs work.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 6504,
the Haiti Economic Lift Program Ex-
tension Act.

For over 15 years, Haiti HOPE/HELP
programs have supported both U.S. and
Haitian textile industries by granting
Haiti duty-free access for apparel and
textile products.

Building strong business ties between
two neighboring nations, this bill, the
Haiti Economic Lift Program Exten-
sion Act, reauthorizes the HOPE/HELP
trade preference program for an addi-
tional 3 years, through December 2028.
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The bill also restores eligibility for
certain textiles that were initially eli-
gible for duty-free treatment but be-
came ineligible due to changes in the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule.

I thank Ranking Member NEAL,
Chairman SMITH, and Dr. MURPHY, and
I especially thank my longtime friend
and fellow Georgetown University
alumnus, Haiti’s Ambassador to the
United States, Lionel Delatour, for
their leadership in keeping the light of
Haiti HOPE/HELP alive here in the
House of Representatives.

Many American manufacturers, as
well as Haitian civil society, have
pushed for the extension of trade rela-
tions with Haiti.

Of course, we thank the committee’s
Trade staff, led by Alexandra Whit-
taker, Mr. Rueda, Mr. O’Donovan, as
well as former U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Ambassador Katherine Tai, who
have supported our work to reauthorize
the program for many years.

We all know that Haiti faces overlap-
ping humanitarian, political, and eco-
nomic crises and needs both economic
and political stability. The cir-
cumstances require immediate action.
More than 60 percent of the people of
Haiti are living below poverty lines,
and over 25 percent of the population
live in extreme poverty. The 37 percent
youth unemployment rate, combined
with declining female literacy and
lower school enrollment rates, as well
as the crime and gang violence we all
know about, makes finding skilled
work very difficult.

I include in the RECORD links to two
articles. One is ‘‘Locked in Transition:
Politics and Violence in Haiti,”” by the
International Crisis Group. The link
can be found here: https:/
wWwWw.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-
caribbean/ caribbean/haiti/107-locked-
transition-politics-and-violence-haiti

The second is the ‘“World Report 2025:
Rights Trends in Haiti.”” The link can
be found here: https:/www.hrw.org/
world-report/2025/country-chapters/
haiti

Madam Speaker, the security crisis
and political instability have been
compounded by a dire humanitarian
situation.

According to the World Bank, over 64
percent of Haiti’s population of 11.7
million lived on less than $3.65 per day
in 2024. The World Food Programme
has identified Haiti as having one of
the highest proportions of acute food
insecure people in any crisis worldwide.
In a report covering August 2024 to
February 2025, about 5.5 million people
require humanitarian assistance, and
4.5 million are facing acute food inse-
curity.

The apparel sector has incredible im-
portance to Haiti’s economy and is the
foundation for the country’s economic
development. When we talk about the
economic development of Haiti, let’s
not forget its history and the cir-
cumstances that have led to the crisis
and compounded the situation that
they are in.
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Many of us here in this Chamber may
be aware of Haiti’s history, but I re-
mind my colleagues of a critical fact:
In 1825, for their freedom, France de-
manded that Haiti pay. The initial debt
was 150 million in gold, later reduced
to 90 million in gold, which equals ap-
proximately $560 million in today’s
currency. It took Haiti 122 years to pay
off this ransom. Imagine the United
States had been forced to compensate
Britain for our independence.

It is estimated that between $21 bil-
lion and $115 billion in economic losses
have occurred because Haiti had to pay
this fee, a fee for freedom. That has in-
stead, of course, led to Haiti’s eco-
nomic dire straits that we see today.

It is our support of Haiti, as well as
the economic benefits to the United
States that we receive through its ap-
parel, which will help lift them. Given
the cascading job losses and extreme
security crisis, Haiti cannot afford to
wait any longer for reauthorization of
this vital program.

Haiti is our strategic ally. It is one of
the few countries in the hemisphere
that still recognizes Taiwan. U.S. sup-
port for Haiti’s apparel sector is mutu-
ally beneficial. Haitian apparel utilizes
a great deal of American-grown cotton,
and when it is in place, it plays an es-
sential role in shifting supply chains
out of China and into the Western
Hemisphere.

I thank my colleagues for supporting
Haiti and its people, and I thank them
for supporting the Caribbean hemi-
sphere.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 6504,
the Haiti Economic Lift Program Ex-
tension Act.

The Haiti HELP/HOPE program pro-
vides significant benefit to both the
U.S. and Haiti. These preferences can
deliver tangible results in Haiti while
also supporting our goals for diver-
sification.

Providing duty-free access for tex-
tiles and apparel from Haiti leads to
more affordable products for U.S. con-
sumers while creating in-country op-
portunities for Haiti’s workforce.

The apparel and textiles industry is
important for the Haitian people, pro-
viding economic stability throughout
times of uncertainty and unrest.

As President Dwight D. Eisenhower
once said: “World trade helps to lay
the groundwork for peace by making
all free nations of the world stronger
and more self-reliant.” While times
have changed somewhat since these
words were spoken, the message still
rings true.

As a key pillar of our economic en-
gagement with Haiti, the HELP/HOPE
program has supported industry growth
while encouraging a more stable busi-
ness environment. However, as with
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AGOA and other expired preference
programs, Haiti HELP/HOPE should
not be the extent of our engagement.
Congress and the Trump administra-
tion must develop additional strategies
to work with Haiti to create a more
sustainable and self-reliant economy.

A more stable Haitian economy sup-
ports American companies that seek to
do business there, creating a supply
chain for those products as we diversify
away from China.

Onshoring and nearshoring of critical
industries cannot leave opportunities
within our own hemisphere on the
table. We have the opportunity today
to reassert congressional commitment
to fostering security and prosperity in
Haiti, supporting businesses that are
already operating in Haiti or looking
to establish new supply chains.

Reauthorizing Haiti HOPE/HELP is
the right thing to do. It is in our inter-
est to support stability in Haiti, and I
encourage my colleagues to join me in
supporting this bill.

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL).

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from the Vir-
gin Islands for yielding me time.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 6504,
a 3-year extension of the Haiti HOPE/
HELP trade preference program, one of
the most important tools for pro-
moting economic stability, job cre-
ation, and long-term development in
Haiti.

The Haitian people have faced enor-
mous hardships in recent years, after
suffering successive political and envi-
ronmental tragedies. Now is the time
for Congress to demonstrate our sup-
port for the Haitian people and to pro-
mote trade policies that promote sta-
bility and spur economic development
in Haiti.

In 2020, I led the bipartisan effort to
reauthorize the U.S.-Caribbean Basin
Trade Partnership Act, which works
together with the Haiti HOPE/HELP
program to ensure that the manufac-
turing sector stays invested in Haiti.

For more than a decade, HELP/HOPE
has been a lifeline for Haiti’s fragile
economy. The program allows Haitian
manufacturers to export certain goods
to the United States duty-free, pro-
viding critical market access that has
helped to sustain 50,000 jobs, many held
by women, and anchor one of the few
reliable industries in that country.
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However, Haiti HOPE/HELP is not
just a development initiative. It is a
mutually beneficial partnership. Amer-
ican companies rely on Haiti as a near-
shore sourcing location that is close to
U.S. markets, supports resilient supply
chains, and provides competitively
priced apparel that helps keep costs af-
fordable for American consumers. This
partnership strengthens both of our
economies and creates opportunity
abroad while boosting economic activ-
ity right here at home.
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Today, however, Haiti faces extraor-
dinary political unrest, economic
strain, and humanitarian need. Just as
families are struggling to afford basic
goods, this vital program is set to ex-
pire. Without this critical trade pref-
erence, Haitian exporters will face sud-
den and steep tariff increases. For
many factories, these added costs are
unsustainable. This result would be
devastating: widespread job loss, fac-
tory closings, and further destabiliza-
tion of a country already in crisis.

We should be clear about what is at
stake. Allowing Haiti HOPE/HELP to
lapse would not only undercut one of
the few functioning economic pillars in
Haiti, but it would also push families
deeper into hardship, increasing migra-
tion pressures, and eliminating a key
source of stability in our hemisphere.

Congress must act now. Businesses
rely on this critical program both in
Haiti and the United States. Workers
need the reassurance that these jobs
will not wvanish overnight. Our close
neighbor, just 700 miles from our shore,
needs the continued support of this
very important program.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, I
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentlewoman from Alabama.

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from the Vir-
gin Islands for her leadership. I thank
the chair, Chair JASON SMITH, as well
as Ranking Member NEAL for ensuring
that this bill continues to have bipar-
tisan priority in our committee.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this extension and
to protect the partnership that delivers
real and measurable benefits for both
Haiti and the United States.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. LAWLER).

Mr. LAWLER. Madam Speaker, 1
thank Chairman SMITH for his leader-
ship and bringing this bill forward. I
thank Dr. MURPHY for his leadership
along with our subcommittee chair-
man, ADRIAN SMITH, as well.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the Haiti Economic Lift Pro-
gram Extension Act.

In my Hudson Valley district just
north of New York City, we have a vi-
brant Haitian community. It is actu-
ally one of the largest Haitian diaspora
communities in the country, and it has
been an honor representing these great
people and working with them over
these many years.

One of the things that they have
taught me is that the American people
and the people of Haiti are inter-
connected. We have such historic ties
that go beyond the current political
crisis, so it is imperative that we step
up and help uplift Haiti out of the
present circumstances.

Since their President was assas-
sinated just a few years ago, the Hai-
tian people have endured hardship.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

They have endured political unrest,
and they have endured gangs engaging
in kidnapping. The Haitian people need
hope, and they need support from the
American people.

The HOPE/HELP preferential trade
program helps do just that. It lowers
costs for Haitian businesses to export
goods to the U.S., bolstering both eco-
nomic development and stability for
critical Haitian industries. It helps
move the country forward in a moment
when they need it most.

Forty percent of the Haitian popu-
lation lives in the United States of
America. Our ties are longstanding,
and it is in our interests to have sta-
bility in a critical part of our hemi-
sphere. As we see this administration
prioritize our hemisphere and focus on
the challenges throughout, in Ven-
ezuela, in Cuba, and in Colombia, it is
imperative to have a strong partner-
ship with Haiti.

This legislation comes at a critical
moment. I was proud to cosponsor this,
and I was proud to support Dr. MURPHY
and Chairman SMITH’s efforts to get
this across the finish line in a bipar-
tisan way.

I thank my colleagues across the
aisle, folks like GREG MEEKS, our rank-
ing member on the Foreign Affairs
Committee, who has worked on numer-
ous issues pertaining to Haiti with me
on that committee, and we will con-
tinue to do so because it is imperative
that we have a vibrant partner in the
Caribbean.

Madam Speaker, I encourage all of
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE).

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam
Speaker, let me just thank the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the reauthorization of the
Haiti-specific U.S. trade preference
programs. Haiti, of course, is suffering
from grave instability and security
risks.

As we know, the ransom that Haiti
paid to colonial France for its freedom
continues to be at the cornerstone of
its instability. I am telling you,
Madam Speaker, that the least and the
minimum that the United States can
do to help stabilize the incredibly pre-
carious situation in a land a stone’s
throw away from our shores, is to reau-
thorize these programs.

President Trump has lifted up the
need to fortify economic and security
interests in our hemisphere, and I can
think of no better way to buoy these
interests than support the bipartisan
HOPE/HEALTH programs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAWLER). The time of the gentlewoman
has expired.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. These pro-
grams are not without need of reform.
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However, reauthorization is crucial to
the economic growth and stability and
to protect our economic security and
interests in our hemisphere.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this
legislation.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I have no additional speakers, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to how much time I have re-
maining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands has 9
minutes remaining.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS), from Queens, who is
the ranking member of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 6504, the Haiti
Economic Lift Program Extension Act.

First, as all have done, I thank the
distinguished gentleman from North
Carolina, Dr. MURPHY, for his leader-
ship in bringing this bill to the floor
and for his partnership because we
worked closely together to try to make
sure that Haiti is given an opportunity
to alleviate the suffering of the people
of Haiti.

I also, again, can’t help but celebrate
the legacy of the former chairman of
the Committee on Ways and Means,
Charlie Rangel, who championed meet-
ing our moral responsibility to support
stability and dignity for Haitians.

That is precisely what this bill does
today. The Haiti Economic Lift Pro-
gram Extension Act provides an eco-
nomic lifeline to tens of thousands of
Haitian families facing a gang-fueled
humanitarian crisis that gets worse by
the day.

The dire conditions on the ground in
Haiti, driven by brutal, armed gangs,
cannot be understated, and 1.4 million
Haitians, over 10 percent of the coun-
try’s population, are internally dis-
placed. One-half of the country’s popu-
lation experiences life-threatening lev-
els of hunger. Diseases such as cholera
have spread as an increasing number of
Haitians lack adequate access to drink-
ing water, food, and healthcare.
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Every family that is employed
through the HOPE/HELP trade pref-
erence before us today for extension is
a family less vulnerable to gang coer-
cion, extortion, or recruitment.

There is no path to stability in Haiti
without creating a foundation for eco-
nomic opportunity. The HOPE/HELP
program does exactly that. We simply
cannot afford to abandon the thou-
sands of Haitian families who depend
on this program, nor the economic lift
to our region that it will provide.

As the gentlewoman from the Virgin
Islands (Ms. PLASKETT), knows best, be-
cause of her commitment to the Carib-
bean, this is a very important bill.

Lastly, let me say to Chairman
SMITH, who goes to the gym in the
morning and for months said to me
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time and time again he will continue
to work tirelessly until he gets this bill
done: I thank him for doing this and
doing it in a bipartisan way with Rank-
ing Member NEAL and others.

This is the way we can do good in the
United States House of Representatives
and good for people who are in need.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, we have had some tre-
mendously wonderful discussions dur-
ing this debate period over this legisla-
tion.

Without reauthorization, companies
will increasingly shift their production
away from Haiti unless it is clear that
HOPE/HELP will continue. We can’t
have that. I am so grateful that we
have bipartisan support of Members
who are interested in that. From all
over our country—North Carolina, New
York, Wisconsin—Members routinely
understand our relationship with Haiti,
one of our near neighbors.

There was discussion about Charlie
Rangel, who was the former chair of
Ways and Means, and was indeed in
some ways the author of this legisla-
tion conceiving of it, representing Har-
lem, the Lion of Lenox Avenue.

He was also a veteran of the Korean
war, and he would remind us that Hai-
tian soldiers—we are in our anniver-
sary now in this year of 2025 of our
independence, our Declaration of Inde-
pendence—fought with us under the
Siege of Savannah in 1779, willing to
fight for our freedom, willing to sup-
port us in our battle to become the
great Nation that we became. It is now
our imperative to help them, as well.

It is my hope that this short-term, 3-
year extension will preserve production
and jobs in Haiti while providing a run-
way for Congress to further strengthen
this program.

As you can see, in 2024, more than $92
billion in exports were done to the Car-
ibbean and $500 million in Latin Amer-
ica. Indeed, this is a region that the
United States must be engaged in. It is
mutually beneficial for us to have eco-
nomic ties not only in Latin America
but with our Caribbean neighbors, for
them to be strengthened both politi-
cally and fiscally.

I thank my colleagues, again, for
supporting Haiti and its people. I
thank them for supporting the hemi-
sphere. I particularly want to thank
Chairman SMITH for moving this legis-
lation through regular order, com-
mittee markup, and now here on the
House floor. I thank him for working
with Ranking Member NEAL as well as
not just the Ways and Means members
but members from other committees
who also have jurisdiction over this
matter.

Mr. Speaker, I thank everyone and
urge support of this legislation, urge
its passage as we move it through the
Senate, and into reenactment. I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the remainder of my
time to close.
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This bill represents a practical, bi-
partisan step toward stability, secu-
rity, and shared prosperity right here
in our hemisphere.

By renewing the HOPE and HELP
programs, we reinforce an effective
trade partnership that supports jobs in
Haiti, strengthens American supply
chains, and advances our nearshoring
goals. At a time when Haiti faces ex-
traordinary challenges, Congress
should not end a program that has
proven to be a force for economic op-
portunity and regional stability in our
hemisphere.

This legislation passed the Ways and
Means Committee unanimously be-
cause members on both sides recognize
the humanitarian and strategic value
these programs provide. A stable econ-
omy in Haiti contributes to a more se-
cure United States.

I commend Dr. MURPHY for his lead-
ership, and I urge adoption of the Haiti
Economic Lift Program Extension Act.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6504, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. NEWHOUSE) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 2683;

H.R. 6500; and

H.R. 6504.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
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tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

REMOTE ACCESS SECURITY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2683) to provide for control of
remote access of items under the Ex-
port Control Reform Act of 2018, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
LAWLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 369, nays 22,
not voting 39, as follows:

[Roll No. 13]

YEAS—369

Adams Crenshaw Gottheimer
Aderholt Crockett Green, Al (TX)
Aguilar Crow Grijalva
Alford Cuellar Grothman
Allen Davids (KS) Guest
Amo Davidson Guthrie
Amodei (NV) Davis (IL) Hageman
Ansari Davis (NC) Hamadeh (AZ)
Auchincloss De La Cruz Harder (CA)
Babin Dean (PA) Haridopolos
Bacon DeGette Harrigan
Balderson DeLauro Harris (MD)
Balint DelBene Hayes
Barr Deluzio Hern (OK)
Barragan DeSaulnier Hill (AR)
Barrett DesJarlais Himes
Baumgartner Dexter Horsford
Beatty Diaz-Balart Houchin
Begich Dingell Houlahan
Bell Doggett Hoyer
Bentz Downing Hoyle (OR)
Bera Edwards Hudson
Bergman Elfreth Huffman
Beyer Emmer Huizenga
Bice Escobar Hurd (CO)
Bishop Espaillat Issa
Bonamici Estes Ivey
Bost Evans (CO) Jack
Boyle (PA) Evans (PA) Jackson (IL)
Bresnahan Ezell Jacobs
Brown Fedorchak Jayapal
Brownley Feenstra Jeffries
Budzinski Fields Johnson (GA)
Bynum Figures Johnson (SD)
Calvert Fine Johnson (TX)
Cammack Finstad Jordan
Carbajal Fischbach Joyce (OH)
Carey Fitzgerald Joyce (PA)
Carson Fitzpatrick Kamlager-Dove
Carter (GA) Fleischmann Kaptur
Carter (LA) Fletcher Kean
Carter (TX) Flood Keating
Case Fong Kelly (IL)
Casten Foster Kelly (MS)
Castor (FL) Foushee Kelly (PA)
Castro (TX) Foxx Kennedy (NY)
Cherfilus- Frankel, Lois Kennedy (UT)

McCormick Franklin, Scott Khanna
Chu Friedman Kiggans (VA)
Ciscomani Frost Kiley (CA)
Cisneros Fry Kim
Clark (MA) Fulcher Knott
Clarke (NY) Garamendi Krishnamoorthi
Cleaver Garbarino Kustoff
Cline Garcia (CA) LaHood
Cohen Garcia (IL) LaLota
Cole Garcia (TX) Landsman
Collins Gill (TX) Langworthy
Comer Gillen Larsen (WA)
Conaway Gimenez Larson (CT)
Correa Golden (ME) Latimer
Costa Gomez Latta
Courtney Gonzales, Tony Lawler
Craig Gonzalez, V. Lee (FL)
Crank Gooden Lee (NV)
Crawford Goodlander Lee (PA)
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