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It will pinpoint opportunities to ad-

dress legal and technological barriers 
to recovering critical minerals from 
discarded materials. EPA will also 
identify potential sources of critical 
minerals in discarded materials and 
evaluate the role of these recovered 
materials in strengthening domestic 
supply chains. 

The committee advanced this legisla-
tion with across-the-board bipartisan 
support, and I encourage my colleagues 
in the full House to support its pas-
sage. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, the 
bipartisan CHARM Act is an important 
and commonsense bill. I urge my col-
leagues to support it, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the hard bipartisan work and 
can’t overstate how important this is 
and how important the lead of the gen-
tleman from Alabama has been on this 
issue. I strongly encourage a ‘‘yes’’ 
vote on this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9617. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BATTERY RECYCLING FOR AMER-
ICA’S COMPETITIVE ECONOMY 
ACT 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 9615) to support the recycling and 
recovery of lithium-ion batteries, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 9615 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Battery Recy-
cling for America’s Competitive Economy Act’’ 
or the ‘‘BRACE Act’’. 
SEC. 2. END OF LIFE LITHIUM-ION BATTERY MAN-

AGEMENT. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

(2) BATTERY.—The term ‘‘battery’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 273.9 of title 
40, Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulations). 

(3) DESTINATION FACILITY.—The term ‘‘des-
tination facility’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 273.9 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or any successor regulations). 

(4) LARGE QUANTITY HANDLER OF UNIVERSAL 
WASTE.—The term ‘‘large quantity handler of 
universal waste’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 273.9 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or any successor regulations). 

(5) LITHIUM-ION BATTERY.—The term ‘‘lith-
ium-ion battery’’ means a battery that uses the 
movement of lithium ions between two electrodes 
to store and release energy. 

(b) INTERIM REQUIREMENTS FOR LITHIUM-ION 
BATTERIES.—Until the date on which the Ad-
ministrator issues the rule pursuant to sub-
section (c), in lieu of the requirements described 
in section 273.60(a) of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or any successor regulations), a 
destination facility that stores lithium-ion bat-
teries prior to recycling such lithium-ion bat-
teries shall comply with— 

(1) the requirements described in sections 
273.33(a)(1), 273.35, 273.36, and 273.37 of title 40, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any successor 
regulations), which shall apply as if the des-
tination facility were a large quantity handler 
of universal waste; and 

(2) the requirements described in section 
273.60(b) of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations 
(or any successor regulations), which shall 
apply as if the destination facility did not store 
the lithium-ion batteries prior to recycling such 
lithium-ion batteries. 

(c) UNIVERSAL WASTE RULEMAKING FOR LITH-
IUM-ION BATTERIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall issue a rule regarding the man-
agement of lithium-ion batteries as universal 
waste. 

(2) CONTENTS.—In issuing the rule pursuant 
to paragraph (1), the Administrator shall con-
sider including in such rule, in addition to any 
other issue that arises as part of the notice and 
comment period for such rule, the following: 

(A) Universal waste requirements specially 
tailored for lithium-ion batteries. 

(B) Elements of the interim requirements for 
lithium-ion batteries specified in subsection (b), 
as appropriate. 

(C) Any additional regulatory changes to sup-
port the recycling of lithium-ion batteries and 
recovery of critical minerals, while maintaining 
protections for health and the environment. 

(D) Additional safety requirements needed to 
address gaps in existing protections. 

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection shall be construed to limit any future 
rulemaking of the Environmental Protection 
Agency regarding lithium-ion batteries. 
SEC. 3. TECHNICAL UPDATES TO THE MERCURY- 

CONTAINING AND RECHARGEABLE 
BATTERY MANAGEMENT ACT. 

Section 104(a) of the Mercury-Containing and 
Rechargeable Battery Management Act (42 
U.S.C. 14323(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘the 
regulations promulgated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency at 60 Fed. Reg. 25492 (May 
11, 1995), as effective on May 11, 1995’’ and in-
serting ‘‘part 273 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or any successor regulations)’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Mrs. FLETCHER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks on the legis-
lation and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 9615. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, end-of-life batteries are 

a strategic source of nickel, cobalt, and 
copper, and the volume of batteries 
available for recycling is expected to 
triple over the next 10 years. 

The Battery Recycling for America’s 
Competitive Economy Act, or the 
BRACE Act, introduced by my col-
league Representative MILLER-MEEKS, 
would address an unnecessary limita-
tion in the EPA’s current regulations 
by allowing destination facilities that 
recycle lithium-ion batteries to store 
the batteries prior to recycling. 

The legislation would also require 
EPA to conduct a rulemaking to estab-
lish lithium-ion batteries as a separate 
category of universal waste within 18 
months, providing greater regulatory 
clarity and certainty to support the 
growth of the domestic battery recy-
cling industry. 

Mr. Speaker, the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee advanced this 
bill by a unanimous vote, 46–0. I urge 
my colleagues in the House to support 
this bipartisan legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 9615, the BRACE 
Act, will help us increase the domestic 
recycling of batteries while keeping 
critical minerals found in those bat-
teries in the United States for future 
use. 

This bill is a compromise and a win- 
win for the environment and our eco-
nomic supply chain. First and fore-
most, this bill will require the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to develop, 
finally, a regulatory framework spe-
cifically for lithium-ion battery recy-
cling that addresses safety concerns 
while protecting public health and the 
environment. 

EPA has promised battery recyclers 
a lithium-ion battery rule for years, 
and the BRACE Act will finally get it 
done. 

The new rule will consider new safety 
measures for battery recycling, which 
is critically important as many land-
fills and recyclers have been forced to 
address the fire hazards associated 
with lithium-ion batteries without any 
guidance from EPA on how to manage 
these risks. 

The rule also requires EPA to take 
into consideration any impacts on 
health and the environment. This is be-
cause we know that many of the sub-
stances found within these batteries 
are hazardous and should be managed 
properly. 

The bill creates parity between fa-
cilities that temporarily store lithium- 
ion batteries before recycling and fa-
cilities that store battery waste onsite. 
It also maintains and, in some cases, 
establishes stronger regulatory guide-
lines for safety at these facilities. 

The BRACE Act offers a meaningful 
path forward on lithium-ion battery re-
cycling. It ensures we keep critical 
mineral components in our domestic 
supply chain, all while protecting 
health and safety. 

To be clear, the BRACE Act is a bi-
partisan compromise. While the text 
does not include everything either side 
might have wanted, there was signifi-
cant bipartisan work done to reach this 
agreement. 
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I commend my colleagues for their 
efforts, as this bill unanimously ad-
vanced out of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee. I believe the BRACE 
Act is a reasonable and meaningful 
step forward on battery recycling, and 
I urge my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Iowa 
(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS), the champion 
and sponsor of this issue and a member 
of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the chairman for yielding me 
time. 

I rise today in support of my legisla-
tion, H.R. 9615, Battery Recycling for 
America’s Competitive Economy Act, 
the BRACE Act. 

This is a bipartisan bill to strengthen 
America’s domestic battery recycling 
industry and recover critical minerals 
already in our country. This is on top 
of bills I have introduced with the 
same thing, recovering from hard 
drives. 

I would also like to thank my col-
leagues across the aisle, Representa-
tives MENENDEZ and RUIZ, for joining 
me on this legislation. 

Demand for lithium-ion batteries has 
grown exponentially, driven by electric 
vehicles, energy storage, communica-
tion, and consumer products. As these 
batteries reach the end of their lives, 
recycling can help recover valuable 
critical minerals, including lithium, 
cobalt, nickel, and copper. Yet, much 
of this material is sent overseas, often 
to China, for processing. In our land-
fills, it creates a fire hazard. 

Our current RCRA regulations, which 
predate the widespread use of lithium- 
ion batteries, create unnecessary costs 
and uncertainty for recyclers. The 
BRACE Act would allow destination fa-
cilities to store lithium-ion batteries 
at the same location where they are re-
cycled, eliminating unnecessary costs 
or the need for complex permits. 

This commonsense update will help 
grow domestic battery recycling and 
strengthen our critical mineral supply 
chains. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote for the BRACE Act. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, the 
BRACE Act is a reasonable and mean-
ingful step forward on battery recy-
cling. I urge my colleagues to support 
it and vote in favor of it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the hard work of Mrs. MILLER- 
MEEKS on this issue and her leadership. 
I encourage a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9615, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DIESEL EMISSIONS REDUCTION 
ACT OF 2025 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2140) to amend the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 to reauthorize the diesel 
emissions reduction program. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2140 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Diesel Emis-
sions Reduction Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF DIESEL EMIS-

SIONS REDUCTION ACT. 
Section 797(a) of the Energy Policy Act of 

2005 (42 U.S.C. 16137(a)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2029’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Mrs. FLETCHER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and insert 
extraneous material on H.R. 2140. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the Diesel Emissions 

Reduction Act, DERA, of 2025, led by 
two members of our committee, Rep-
resentative MATSUI of California and 
Representative LANGWORTHY of New 
York, reauthorizes a longstanding and 
successful bipartisan program. 

This EPA program provides funding 
assistance to accelerate replacements 
and upgrades for older diesel engines. 
It has supported U.S. manufacturing 
jobs through the development and de-
ployment of a wide range of tech-
nologies, leading to improved air qual-
ity and economic growth across the 
country. 

It is estimated that for every Federal 
dollar received, the DERA program has 
leveraged about $2.30 in outside fund-
ing, resulting in over 570 million gal-
lons of fuel saved. The program has 
also upgraded 76,900 vehicle engines. I 
urge support of this bipartisan legisla-
tion with a track record of proven re-
sults. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2140, the Diesel 
Emissions Reduction Act, reauthorizes 
a longstanding bipartisan program to 
cut pollution from diesel engines. 

Through the program, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency administers 
grants and loans to States and projects 
that help replace and retrofit diesel en-
gines across the country that emit dan-
gerous air pollutants, like nitrogen ox-
ides and particulate matter, to improve 
air quality and public health. 

The program is one of the most cost- 
effective tools to improve air quality 
and public health in local commu-
nities, delivering at least $30 in public 
health benefits for every Federal dollar 
spent. 

EPA estimates that the DERA 
projects helped generate over $8 billion 
in health benefits during the first dec-
ade of the program. 

It is a prime example of a program 
that works, creating jobs, improving 
the health of our communities, saving 
Americans money, and protecting the 
environment. That is why the Energy 
and Commerce Committee unani-
mously reported H.R. 2140 earlier this 
year. 

I thank Representative MATSUI for 
her leadership on this legislation, and I 
urge my colleagues to support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she 
may consume to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. MATSUI). 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak in support of H.R. 2140, 
and I am proud to lead the Diesel Emis-
sions Reductions Act. I am thankful to 
Representatives Calvert, Langworthy, 
and Pingree for working with my office 
to advance this bill and to secure con-
sistent annual funding for the Diesel 
Emission Reductions Act program, 
known as DERA. 

For more than two decades, DERA 
has been a model of effective bipartisan 
policymaking. First authorized in 2005, 
the DERA program has helped replace 
or retrofit thousands of old diesel 
trucks, buses, and other diesel engines. 

Diesel pollution is linked to lung 
damage, cancer, and heart disease. Re-
placing older diesel vehicles and en-
gines has meaningfully reduced pollu-
tion in communities across the country 
and delivered billions of dollars in pub-
lic health benefits. 

I am proud to work with my bipar-
tisan co-leads, especially in this 
hyperpartisan moment, to continue 
supporting DERA and to continue driv-
ing down diesel pollution. 

Under the DERA program, California 
has replaced thousands of polluting 
trucks, tractors, and school buses. 
Fifty-eight percent of DERA projects 
go toward replacing old diesel school 
buses. Thanks to DERA, children 
across California and the country are 
breathing cleaner and healthier air as 
they ride to school. 

Now, as diesel prices reach at least $6 
per gallon—more in California—DERA 
is more important than ever. DERA 
doesn’t just save lives. It saves fuel, 
too, and that saves everyone money. 
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