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electricity demand, driven in large 
part by data centers and other energy- 
intensive facilities. 

That growing demand is already hav-
ing a direct impact on communities 
like those that I represent in the Le-
high Valley and the Poconos, where, 
after 4 years of severe inflation under 
President Biden, residents are being 
put in a position where they could end 
up footing the energy bill for new data 
centers. The rapid growth of these fa-
cilities requires unprecedented new in-
vestments in our electric grid. 

While the grid capacity will catch up 
eventually, the short-term costs of 
those investments must not be passed 
on to families, seniors, and small busi-
nesses, many of whom don’t want data 
centers in their communities in the 
first place. 
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That is why I am proud to cosponsor 
the bipartisan Ratepayer Protection 
Act, because large energy consumers 
who create the demand for new energy 
infrastructure should pay their fair 
share of the cost. 

We can maintain local control of de-
velopment activities while also pro-
tecting existing ratepayers, and that is 
exactly what this legislation does. 

I thank Representative EVANS for his 
partnership on this legislation, and I 
urge all of my colleagues to support 
H.R. 9340. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. I do believe that this legislation 
is a first step, and therefore, I support 
it and would ask my colleagues to vote 
for it. I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. I agree, this is important. We 
have to beat China. We have to win the 
war on AI. If we don’t, they are going 
to set the standards for technology 
around the world. It needs to be with 
our values, not theirs. 

To do that, we have to have the data 
centers. It needs to be locally decided 
where they go, and ratepayers need to 
be protected from it. That is what I 
heard all of August. I think most of us 
home working heard about it. 

This is an example where people are 
going home, both sides of the aisle, lis-
tening, and coming back here and 
doing something about the concerns for 
the people they represent. 

I encourage support of this bill. I en-
courage for its passage, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Illinois). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 9340, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

APPLICATION OF LEAVE PROVI-
SIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES TO MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2846) to amend title II of the 
Public Health Service Act to include as 
an additional right or privilege of com-
missioned officers of the Public Health 
Service (and their beneficiaries) cer-
tain leave provided under title 10, 
United States Code to commissioned 
officers of the Army (or their bene-
ficiaries). 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2846 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. APPLICATION OF LEAVE PROVISIONS 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES TO MEMBERS OF THE PUB-
LIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 221(a) of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 213a(a)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(22) Chapter 40, Leave.’’. 
(b) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 219 of 

the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 210– 
1) is repealed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 2846. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 2846 led by the 
gentlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 
HOULAHAN). 

The U.S. Public Health Service Com-
missioned Corps is one of eight uni-
formed services in the U.S. It is first in 
line to defend our Nation’s public 
health against any threat. This bill 
closes the gap in benefits between Pub-
lic Health Service officers and other ci-
vilian uniformed public servants by 
aligning their leave policies with those 
of other uniformed services. 

The dedicated men and women of the 
Public Health Service Corps have my 
respect and gratitude, and they deserve 
the same benefits and protections af-
forded to their fellow uniformed serv-
icemembers. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 2846, legisla-
tion that would extend expanded leave 
benefits to members of the U.S. Public 
Health Service Corps. 

The U.S. Public Health Service Corps 
is one of eight uniformed services in 
the United States. There are more than 
6,000 officers who serve as physicians, 
nurses, and scientists across agencies 
to advance public health. Right now, 
these officers are not guaranteed the 
same 12-week leave benefit as members 
of the military are entitled to under 
Federal law nor are they eligible for 
the 12 weeks of leave that all Federal 
Government employees are entitled to 
under the Federal Employee Paid 
Leave Act. This bill fixes this by ex-
tending leave benefits to Public Health 
Service officers, and this leave includes 
expanded parental leave, emergency 
leave of absence, and leave for rest and 
recuperation. 

I thank Representative HOULAHAN for 
her leadership on this legislation and 
my colleagues on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee for working with us 
to bring this bill to the floor. I encour-
age all my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Before I reserve the balance of my 
time, I do want to take an opportunity 
to thank Una Lee, who is right here, 
for her more than 11 years here at the 
Energy and Commerce Committee, 
most of those years serving as chief 
counsel for the Health Subcommittee. 

Una has played a critical role in 
every major healthcare bill that has 
been signed into law during that time. 
Una has been a trusted adviser, and she 
will be missed. I don’t want her to 
leave, but what can I do. 

I wish her nothing but the best in her 
future endeavors and congratulate her 
for her tremendous work, truly tre-
mendous work of making healthcare 
more affordable and accessible for 
every American. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I just want to speak briefly. I have no 
further speakers, so I will be prepared 
to close. The gentleman recognized 
Una Lee, but I didn’t get to speak ear-
lier in the subcommittee today. We get 
to work with fantastic people here, and 
I know Una is one of them. We get to 
see, on the opposite sides of the table 
sometimes, but I know we are always 
working to try to improve our country. 

I thank her for her service. We will 
miss seeing her around the Energy and 
Commerce room. I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. HOULAHAN), the sponsor of the leg-
islation. 
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Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today in support of my bipartisan 
and bicameral U.S. Public Health Serv-
ice parity act, H.R. 2846. 

This bill is about keeping a promise 
Congress already has made to the peo-
ple who serve our country. You should 
not have to choose between your serv-
ice and your family. I know something 
about that choice because, when I 
served in the Air Force, there was a 6- 
month waiting list for on-base 
childcare, but I only had 6 weeks of 
personal leave after the birth of my 
child. It was, in many ways, a choice 
that I needed to make between my 
family and my service. 

If we value service and we value fam-
ilies, which we do, no one who raises 
their hand to serve this country should 
have to make that choice. 

My own experience is just one reason 
why I was so proud to help secure 12 
weeks of paid parental leave in the past 
for our military servicemembers in the 
fiscal year 2021 NDAA. That was good 
for military families. It was really 
good for retention and, it is very, very 
good for readiness. 

However, we unintentionally left one 
of our uniformed services behind, the 
commissioned officers of the United 
States Public Health Service. Today, 
with this bill, we can fix that. 

More than 6,000 Public Health Serv-
ice officers serve our country. They are 
ready to deploy wherever and whenever 
they are needed. They have responded 
to hurricanes and oil spills. They 
helped lead our Nation’s response to 
COVID. They have deployed to con-
front infectious disease outbreaks 
around the world, natural disasters, 
and public health emergencies. 

They wear the uniform of our Nation. 
They leave their families when duty 
calls, and they serve alongside other 
uniformed services when our country 
needs them. However, when they be-
come parents, right now, we don’t give 
them the same parental leave benefits 
that we provide their counterparts in 
the armed services. There is not a very 
good reason—indeed, there is no reason 
for that distinction. 

If we value their service when a hur-
ricane strikes, when a disease spreads, 
or when another emergency threatens 
the American people, then we should 
value their families, too. That is the 
simple principle behind this bill: same 
commitment to service, same sacrifice, 
same support for their families. 

I am really grateful that this has 
been a bipartisan and bicameral effort 
from the very beginning. I thank 
Chairman GUTHRIE and Ranking Mem-
ber PALLONE for bringing this legisla-
tion to the floor. I thank my Repub-
lican co-lead, Representative BACON, 
and our Senate partners, Senators 
DUCKWORTH and MURKOWSKI, for work-
ing on this to get this here. 

The Senate has, indeed, already 
acted. Today, the House has the oppor-
tunity to finish the job and to ensure 
that every uniformed service receives 
the same benefits and the same basic 

support when its servicemembers wel-
come a child into their families. 
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We ask a great deal of the men and 
women who serve this country, and 
they should never have to wonder 
whether serving their Nation means 
shortchanging their family. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the U.S. Public 
Health Service parity act, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, in 
closing, I, once again, want to say that 
this is an important piece of legisla-
tion, and I thank the gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania (Ms. HOULAHAN) for 
sponsoring it. 

Madam Speaker, I urge both sides of 
the aisle to support the bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my friend from Pennsylvania for 
bringing this forward. I thank her for 
her service in the U.S. Air Force and 
her service here. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I encour-
age a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2846. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HIGH-CAPACITY GRID ACT 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6633) to establish a best-avail-
able transmission conductor standard 
for certain transmission projects under 
the Federal Power Act and to provide 
for presumptions regarding cost recov-
ery for such conductors, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6633 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘High-Capacity 
Grid Act’’. 
SEC. 2. BEST-AVAILABLE TRANSMISSION CON-

DUCTOR CLASS. 
The Federal Power Act is amended by insert-

ing after section 223 (16 U.S.C. 824w) the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 224. USE OF BEST-AVAILABLE TRANS-

MISSION CONDUCTORS. 
‘‘(a) USE OF BEST-AVAILABLE TRANSMISSION 

CONDUCTORS.—In exercising its authority under 
sections 205 and 206, the Commission shall re-
quire that public utilities use transmission con-
ductors that are designated as part of the best- 
available transmission conductor class when 
carrying out covered projects. 

‘‘(b) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this section, the Com-
mission shall issue regulations to carry out this 
section. 

‘‘(2) INCLUSIONS.—In issuing regulations 
under paragraph (1), the Commission shall— 

‘‘(A) establish, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Energy, a methodology to designate, as 
part of the best-available transmission conduc-
tors class, transmission conductors that— 

‘‘(i) provide the greatest feasible and commer-
cially available energy-carrying capacity at a 
given voltage level; 

‘‘(ii) provide the highest feasible and commer-
cially available electrical efficiency at that volt-
age level; and 

‘‘(iii) provide the greatest feasible and com-
mercially available level of mechanical perform-
ance, taking into account relevant factors, in-
cluding reliability, safety, and affordability; 

‘‘(B) using such methodology, designate trans-
mission conductors as part of the best-available 
transmission conductor class; 

‘‘(C) establish filing requirements for public 
utilities to demonstrate compliance with the reg-
ulations, including (as applicable) such infor-
mation and data the Commission determines 
necessary to demonstrate project-specific im-
pacts described in subparagraph (D); and 

‘‘(D) provide that the requirement to use 
transmission conductors that are designated as 
part of the best-available transmission con-
ductor class not apply— 

‘‘(i) to carrying out any covered project for 
which a public utility, prior to the date of en-
actment of this section, has— 

‘‘(I) filed for any State or Federal permit re-
quired to carry out the covered project; or 

‘‘(II) procured any transmission conductors; 
‘‘(ii) to the emergency replacement or repair of 

transmission facilities necessary to restore serv-
ice following a natural disaster, act of terrorism, 
or other event designated as an emergency by a 
relevant Federal or State authority; 

‘‘(iii) if such use would negatively impact 
safety or violate a reliability standard; or 

‘‘(iv) if the public utility carrying out the cov-
ered project demonstrates such use would sig-
nificantly increase the cost per kilowatt-hour of 
electricity without providing a material and 
commensurate increase to capacity, efficiency, 
or mechanical performance. 

‘‘(c) PERIODIC REVIEW AND UPDATES.—The 
Commission may, to reflect improvements in 
technology, periodically review and update— 

‘‘(1) the methodology for designating trans-
mission conductors as part of the best-available 
transmission conductor class; and 

‘‘(2) the designation of transmission conduc-
tors as part of the best-available transmission 
conductor class. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BEST-AVAILABLE TRANSMISSION CON-

DUCTOR CLASS.—The term ‘best-available trans-
mission conductor class’ means a class of trans-
mission conductors that are designated as part 
of the class pursuant to this section. 

‘‘(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’ 
means the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion. 

‘‘(3) COVERED PROJECT.—The term ‘covered 
project’ means— 

‘‘(A) the construction of a new transmission 
facility subject to the jurisdiction of the Com-
mission under section 201(b) that includes a 
transmission conductor; or 

‘‘(B) any major (as determined by the Commis-
sion) modification, upgrade, replacement, or 
reconductoring of an existing transmission con-
ductor subject to such jurisdiction. 

‘‘(4) RELIABILITY STANDARD.—The term ‘reli-
ability standard’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 215.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Mrs. FLETCHER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
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