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for a new deal for America, and to in-
vest in the infrastructure, the tech-
nology, and global leadership that we 
need; but, yes, most importantly, to in-
vest in our communities. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I am here 
on the House floor today to speak up, 
to speak out, and to demand climate 
action for our communities now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
AMODEI of Nevada). Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in 
personalities toward the President. 

f 

HONORING PASTOR TIM HESTER 

(Mr. BAIRD of Indiana was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor pastor Tim Hester of Grace 
Church in DeMotte, Indiana. Since 
launching Grace Church in 1992, he has 
helped lead the church from its humble 
beginnings into a thriving congrega-
tion committed to sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Tim emphasized practical 
Biblical teaching, discipleship, and 
service beyond the walls of the church. 

Under his leadership, Grace Church 
developed ministries for families, re-
covery, and local and global missions. 
A defining accomplishment has been 
The Park on 8th, a community center 
serving families and children through-
out the DeMotte area. 

As Pastor Tim completes his 34 years 
of ministry, his legacy is not just the 
church he helped build but the people 
he loved, baptized, discipled, and 
equipped to follow Jesus. His ministry 
has shaped Grace Church into a con-
gregation committed to connecting 
people to God and equipping one an-
other for a Christlike life. 

CONGRATULATING JHETT STILLWELL 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a local Indiana student-ath-
lete. Jhett Stillwell, from the town of 
Colfax, Indiana, was named a Reserve 
Champion Student-Athlete of the Year 
at the National High School Rodeo 
Finals. 

The recognition highlights student- 
athletes who excel both in the rodeo 
arena and in their scholastic and per-
sonal achievements. 

Stillwell received a scholarship from 
Professional’s Choice as part of the 
award. His reserve finish gives Indiana 
representation among the student-ath-
letes recognized at the national level 
during the Cinch National High School 
Rodeo Finals. 

Stillwell has become quite an accom-
plished rodeo cowboy. In both 2025 and 
2026, Stillwell placed in the senior rib-
bon roping at the National Little 
Britches Finals Rodeo. He also serves 
as an event director for the Indiana 
High School Rodeo Association. 

I congratulate Jhett and hope he 
keeps up the good work. 

HONORING LAURA CROSBY AND CAMERON 
FRAZIER 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor two Fourth District Hoosiers 

named National FFA Teacher Ambas-
sadors for the 2026–27 school year. 

Laura Crosby from Danville Commu-
nity Schools and Cameron Frazier from 
South Putnam Community Schools 
were chosen to represent Indiana by 
the National FFA Organization. They 
will provide training, mentorship, and 
professional development resources to 
teachers nationwide while bolstering 
ag education across the country. 

Crosby has served three consecutive 
years and Frazier four as national 
teacher ambassadors. This distinctly 
shows the Fourth District’s impact on 
agriculture in Indiana and the Nation. 

I congratulate Laura Crosby and 
Cameron Frazier on serving our State 
and our country once again. Giving our 
youth opportunities to learn about 
leadership, hands-on agricultural 
science, and career skills in this ever- 
modernizing world is an immense task. 
I cannot, however, think of a more 
worthy use of time than preparing the 
next generation to lead our country. 

f 

HONORING LIFE AND LEGACY OF 
GEORGE DEAN 

(Mr. STANTON of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of 
George Dean, a pillar of our Arizona 
community, who passed away last 
week at the age of 88. 

George led the Greater Phoenix 
Urban League for more than three dec-
ades, serving as its president and CEO. 
He worked tirelessly to make a real 
difference in the lives of Arizonans, 
creating pathways to jobs, to edu-
cation, and to homeownership. He did 
it all while remaining a steadfast voice 
for civil rights and economic oppor-
tunity. 

Now, I had the proud honor of work-
ing with George, seeing his great work 
firsthand for many years. When I 
served as mayor of Phoenix, I worked 
with George to help low-income fami-
lies get assistance with their energy 
bills. George was passionate to make 
sure that Arizonans got our fair share 
of LIHEAP resources. 

I saw his passion for affordable hous-
ing so people in need can live with dig-
nity. No one worked harder to create 
summer job opportunities for local 
teenagers. I saw how deeply he cared 
about lifting up every member of our 
community. To his last day, George 
worked to support the people of our 
community. 

George Dean’s impact will be felt 
across Arizona for generations to come, 
and he is owed a tremendous debt of 
gratitude for his decades of selfless sac-
rifice and service. 

My thoughts are with his family, his 
friends, and the entire Greater Phoenix 
Urban League community. 

REMEMBERING BALBIR SINGH SODHI 
Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to mark 25 years since the tragic 
attacks of September 11 and to remem-

ber a life tragically taken in their 
aftermath in my own district. 

Twenty-five years ago today, Balbir 
Singh Sodhi was murdered at his Mesa 
gas station while planting flowers out-
side. He was the very first victim of a 
hate crime after 9/11. He was murdered 
because of the color of his skin and the 
turban he wore in keeping with his 
Sikh faith. 

It was a senseless act of hatred, but 
in the years since, Arizona’s Sikh com-
munity has transformed that tragedy 
into something greater: a call for 
peace, for understanding, for unity, and 
for forgiveness, a call for this country 
to live up to its founding values. 

Every year, we gather at the place 
where Balbir’s life was taken to honor 
his memory and to remind our commu-
nity that hate has no place here. His 
brother, Rana, and his extended family 
have carried that message with re-
markable grace. 

To honor Balbir, we must keep build-
ing a community and a country that 
welcomes everyone, that reaffirms that 
diversity, unity, and acceptance are at 
the heart of our founding values. 

My heart remains with his family 
and with Arizona’s Sikh community, 
who have shown us that love can and 
must prevail. 

f 

HONORING TITUSVILLE POLICE 
OFFICER JASON VAN ZILE 

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS of Florida was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Titusville Po-
lice Officer Jason Van Zile for an ex-
traordinary act of courage and selfless 
service. 

During a sudden and dangerous storm 
on the Indian River Lagoon, a family 
paddleboarding near Parrish Park was 
thrown into the water after a violent 
storm. Officer Van Zile was the first of-
ficer to arrive. Seeing that there was 
no time to wait, he removed his gear 
and entered the water. 

Despite dangerous conditions and a 
safety rope that became caught in sub-
merged rocks, the officer continued to 
rescue all three members of the family, 
including two children. 

He is a former lifeguard, a United 
States Marines veteran, and his cour-
age that day reflects a lifetime of serv-
ice to others. 

I congratulate Officer Van Zile on 
being named the city of Titusville’s 
Employee of the Month and thank him 
for his incredible service. 

CELEBRATING BRIGHTLINE’S COCOA STATION 
Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to celebrate a major step 
forward in transportation and eco-
nomic opportunity on Florida’s Space 
Coast. 

Last month, the Federal Railroad 
Administration awarded more than $57 
million to help build the new 
Brightline station in Cocoa. 

For years, residents of Brevard Coun-
ty watched Brightline trains travel 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:04 Sep 17, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15SE7.010 H15SEPT1D
M

w
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5631 September 15, 2026 
through the community without hav-
ing a station of their own. The new sta-
tion will now connect the Space Coast 
to the rest of Florida, providing new 
opportunities for tourism, business, 
and continued economic growth. 

I was proud to work alongside local 
and State leaders to provide the nec-
essary funds to make the Brightline a 
reality, and I look forward to the day 
that Brightline welcomes its first pas-
senger aboard in Cocoa. 

RECOGNIZING EUGENE VOGT 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Eugene Vogt, a 
distinguished veteran from Florida’s 
Eighth Congressional District. 

Mr. Vogt served our Nation in both 
the United States Air Force and United 
States Coast Guard for more than two 
decades. Throughout his career, he 
served with the 12th Reconnaissance 
Squadron aboard the Coast Guard cut-
ters Point Swift and Gallatin conducting 
patrols between Venezuela and Canada. 

Mr. Vogt has said that his experi-
ences around the world taught him 
that our freedoms are only guaranteed 
when future generations are willing to 
participate in and protect them. 

It is my honor to recognize Eugene 
Vogt as Veteran of the Month and 
thank him for his decades of service to 
our country. 

RECOGNIZING COLONEL JOSEPH MATTHEWS 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Colonel Joseph 
Matthews, a distinguished Army vet-
eran from Florida’s Eighth Congres-
sional District. 

Colonel Matthews dedicated 27 years 
of his life to serving our Nation in the 
United States Army, specializing in 
military intelligence. His remarkable 
career took him to places such as Iraq, 
Afghanistan, South Korea, Germany, 
and Saudi Arabia. His service also re-
flects a deep appreciation for the free-
doms he spent his career defending 
with pride. 

It is my honor to recognize Colonel 
Joseph Matthews as Veteran of the 
Month and thank him for his extraor-
dinary service, sacrifice, and commit-
ment to the United States of America. 

CELEBRATING LAUNCHING OF NANCY GRACE 
ROMAN SPACE TELESCOPE 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate another historic 
achievement for America’s space pro-
gram and Florida’s Space Coast. 

On August 30, I had the honor to 
watch firsthand the launching of the 
Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope 
from Kennedy Space Center. Named in 
honor of NASA’s first chief astron-
omer, Roman will travel nearly 1 mil-
lion miles from Earth and give sci-
entists an unprecedented view of our 
universe. 

The telescope will help us better un-
derstand how the universe has evolved, 
study distant galaxies and black holes, 
and search for planets in our solar sys-
tem. 

As chairman of the Space and Aero-
nautics Subcommittee, I am proud to 

represent the men and women of our 
Space Coast who make missions like 
this possible and ensure America con-
tinues to lead in space exploration be-
cause, after all, you can’t be number 
one on Earth if you are number two in 
space. 

f 

HONORING LIFE AND LEGACY OF 
MICHAEL GLAVEY 

(Mr. KENNEDY of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and legacy of Michael Glavey, who 
tragically passed away on May 16, 2026, 
at the age of 55. September 16 would 
have been Mike’s 56th birthday. 

Mike was born and raised in south 
Buffalo by Kathy and the late Jack 
Glavey and grew up alongside his twin 
sister, Maureen, and their siblings, 
Karen, Kathleen, and John. Their 
childhood was filled with endless days 
playing outside with friends, family, 
camping trips, and plenty of shenani-
gans. 

Mike’s early years instilled in him 
the values that he carried forward 
throughout his life: a deep appreciation 
for friendship, family, and hard work. 
Much of what Mike learned came from 
watching his father, Jack, working as 
his apprentice and seeing firsthand the 
pride that comes from a job well done. 

The boy who built forts and rebuilt 
bikes on Britt Avenue grew up to be an 
expert craftsman who made carpentry 
his career, joining the Carpenters 
Union Local 276. For more than 25 
years, Mike served as the carpenter 
foreman at the University at Buffalo, 
where he oversaw construction sites 
big and small, taking enormous pride 
in his work. Like any good carpenter, 
Mike lived by the creed: Measure 
twice, cut once. 

b 1100 

Mike ran point on just about every 
construction project in the Glavey 
family. His legacy lives on in the 
spaces he built for those he loved, leav-
ing his mark in a very literal manner. 

He helped turn every vision his sis-
ters, Karen, Kathleen, and Maureen, 
had into brick-and-mortar home-im-
provement projects. He argued with his 
brother, John, on how to properly hang 
drywall as they worked long hours to-
gether turning an old grocery store 
into a neighborhood restaurant. Most 
importantly, he was his mother’s first 
phone call when something around his 
childhood home needed his trusted ex-
pertise. 

Wherever and whenever someone 
needed him, Mike was there. That same 
instinct to show up for others shaped 
the family he built with his wife Jen-
nifer. They married in 1998 and to-
gether raised their children, Mikey and 
Allie. Mikey and Allie were his pride 
and joy. 

Mikey was his sidekick. Mike took 
him everywhere. He taught him, guided 

him, and found tremendous joy in 
every adventure they shared in Jack 
Glavey’s classic blue convertible. 

Mike adored Allie. He was immensely 
proud of her accomplishments as a 
young architect, her world travels, and 
her willingness to take on new chal-
lenges. Mike was her biggest supporter 
and relished their debates over archi-
tecture versus carpentry. 

He was also the loving uncle to sev-
eral nieces and nephews, each of whom 
will forever remember the infectious 
laugh and warm embrace of their be-
loved Uncle Mike. 

Mike Glavey embodied the very best 
of who we aspire to be. He was a man 
of character, a dependable friend, and 
an extraordinarily devoted father. 

To Mikey, Allie, Jennifer, Kathy, and 
the entire Glavey family, our commu-
nity and our Nation mourn with you. 
May Michael Glavey rest in peace. 

CELEBRATING 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF WESTERN 
NEW YORK AREA LABOR FEDERATION 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the Western New 
York Area Labor Federation. 

For 25 years, the WNYALF has 
fought to ensure working people in our 
community have a strong voice to se-
cure higher wages, safer workplaces, 
better benefits, and greater economic 
stability for themselves and their fami-
lies. 

The Buffalo-Niagara region was built 
by labor unions. They built our fac-
tories, our roads, our schools, our 
neighborhoods, and the communities 
that we call home. 

I want to recognize my dear friend, 
the president of the WNYALF, Denise 
Abbott, and the countless union mem-
bers, organizers, stewards, and leaders 
who have carried this movement for-
ward. Under Denise’s leadership, the 
WNYALF continues the essential work 
of bringing fairness and dignity to the 
workplace and putting more money 
into the pockets of working families. 

The future of western New York will 
be built by working people, and we will 
always fight to ensure that organized 
labor is the defining force in building 
that future. 

I congratulate the Western New York 
Area Labor Federation on one-quarter 
century of solidarity, service, and 
strength. Here is to the next 25 years 
and many, many more to come. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF SPOKANE 
COUNTY CLERK TIM FITZGERALD 
(Mr. BAUMGARTNER of Washington 

was recognized to address the House for 
5 minutes.) 

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Spokane County 
Clerk Tim Fitzgerald on his upcoming 
retirement after a lifetime defined by 
service. 

Oftentimes, county clerks and other 
local and government officials get 
overlooked, but they shouldn’t be. Hav-
ing a good county clerk matters, and 
Tim Fitzgerald was a great county 
clerk. 
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