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supervisors might be called upon to en-
force. The AI technology that they ac-
quire should be applicable to enforcing 
those laws as well as the others. 

Since this bill was proposed last Con-
gress, many of the challenges we are 
facing with AI are now much more ap-
parent. It seems as though every day 
the news and warnings about AI be-
comes more dire. 

This bill will help Congress to better 
ensure that our Federal banking agen-
cies are able to keep up with the chal-
lenges they face. But let us remember, 
this bill is based on last decade’s big 
issue—how AI could be used by human 
beings in a way that is harmful and 
how AI could be used by human beings 
in a way that promotes the enforce-
ment of our law, but in any case, how 
AI is a tool in the hands of humans 
beings. 

Now, what has exploded into our con-
sciousness is a second issue this bill 
doesn’t and wasn’t intended to deal 
with, and that should not be ignored by 
Congress. That is what happens if AI 
isn’t being used by human beings to 
achieve a human purpose but instead 
develops its own self-awareness, its 
own goals? 

It pains me that this Congress is 
leaving town at the end of this week, 
leaving town on Thursday, when we 
should be spending at least the next 2 
weeks focused on what our national re-
sponse is to being told that AI may not 
just be a tool in the hands of good and 
bad people, used well and perhaps not 
so well, but maybe something we 
haven’t confronted before; and that is, 
in effect, a new and powerful self-di-
rected intelligence. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing on those issues. For now, we ought 
to pass this bill. I urge my colleagues 
to support it, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I am 
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 8278 is an impor-
tant step to allowing Congress to bet-
ter understand the technological vul-
nerabilities of our banking system and 
what is faced by our bank regulators. 
Requiring Federal banking agencies to 
assess and report to Congress on gaps 
and vulnerabilities in their supervisory 
tools and their procurement process 
would further efforts by our regulators 
to meet emerging risks. 

Additionally, this bill will allow Fed-
eral banking regulators to evaluate 
and report on the impact of the Trump 
administration’s executive orders, 
which, unfortunately, ignore well-docu-
mented harms from algorithmic bias in 
housing and financial services. 

Ultimately, Congress would use the 
reporting from this bill to ensure that 
our banking agencies are able to keep 
up with the challenges that they face, 
including rapidly developing AI capac-

ities and the need to make sure that 
our bank regulators are appropriately 
using AI to enforce all of our banking 
laws, including those that prevent dis-
crimination. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, for the reasons I ex-
plained earlier, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. DE LA CRUZ) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 8278, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2025 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4646) to clarify that whistle-
blower protections described in section 
4712 of title 41, United States Code, 
apply to any contract funded from 
amounts appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4646 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Whistleblower 
Protection Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS FOR DE-

PARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT CONTRACTS. 

Section 4712 of title 41, United States Code, 
shall apply with respect to any contract, sub-
contract, grant, subgrant, or personal services 
contract funded using amounts appropriated to 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, regardless of when the contract, sub-
contract, grant, subgrant, or personal services 
contract was executed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. DE LA CRUZ) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bill, H.R. 4646, the Whistleblower 
Protection Act, which passed with bi-
partisan support out of the Financial 
Services Committee. 

Texas families are stretching every 
dollar right now while scammers are 
cashing in on taxpayer-funded pro-
grams. While Texas families play by 
the rules, scammers and corrupt lead-
ers shouldn’t get rewarded. 

That is why I am working to stop the 
abuse and bring accountability back to 
Washington, and this bill brings us 
closer to that goal by strengthening 
whistleblower protections for those 
wanting to rightfully blow the whistle 
on waste, fraud, and abuse in our gov-
ernment. 

Whistleblower protections are one of 
the most effective tools that we have 
to combat waste, fraud, and abuse 
throughout our government. This bi-
partisan legislation is simple. It clari-
fies that whistleblower protections 
apply to every HUD contractor, a vital 
step that is necessary due to the bu-
reaucratic implementation of congres-
sionally enacted enhanced whistle-
blower protections originally passed in 
2013. 

When Congress initially passed these 
enhanced whistleblower protections in 
2013, known as section 4712, it intended 
them to apply to both contracts award-
ed before these protections became law 
and to contracts that predated section 
4712 becoming law but have since been 
modified. 

Unfortunately, many HUD programs 
have contracts that are often decades 
long, meaning that there are still ac-
tive HUD contracts that predate 2013 
and do not include key protections 
from section 4712, leaving thousands of 
HUD contractors with uncertainty. 

This legislation fixes that by pro-
viding much-needed clarity to HUD and 
ensuring that whistleblower protec-
tions apply to every HUD contractor, 
regardless of when a contract was 
signed. This is something HUD has 
even asked for, most recently in their 
fiscal year 2027 budget request to Con-
gress. 

We must never allow retaliation 
against people who are simply trying 
to act in the taxpayers’ best interests, 
and I will never stop rooting out cor-
ruption and cutting government waste, 
fraud, and abuse of taxpayer dollars. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in supporting my bill, the bi-
partisan Whistleblower Protection Act, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, preventing waste, fraud, 
and abuse is one thing we agree on. We 
have to do everything possible to pre-
vent waste, fraud, and abuse in govern-
ment. 

The two best tools for dealing with 
waste, fraud, and abuse are inspectors 
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general, full-time independent inves-
tigators there to stop waste, fraud, and 
abuse, and whistleblowers, ordinary 
government workers who come forward 
to tell us what is going on. 

This bill strengthens the whistle-
blower part of that equation, but we 
have to reflect on the fact that this 
President has gutted the first part, the 
inspectors general. 

The whistleblower part of oversight 
only works when people can speak up 
without fear of retaliation, and that is 
why whistleblower protections are so 
important. 

At HUD, the administration rolled 
back fair housing enforcement, 
stonewalled Congress from receiving 
critical information, and gutted tenant 
protections. 

Whistleblowers are now the last line 
of defense against these harmful deci-
sions made behind closed doors, and 
Congress needs to send a clear message: 
If you expose wrongdoing, you will be 
protected. You will not be punished. 

Whistleblowers are how we catch 
waste, fraud, and abuse before they spi-
ral. They are how we make sure that 
Federal housing programs actually do 
what Congress intended. 

For that reason, I support H.R. 4646. 
It strengthens whistleblower protec-
tions and makes them consistent 
across HUD contractors without gaps 
and without guesswork. 

Mr. Speaker, we perhaps need this 
bill more than ever because Repub-
licans in the White House have fired in-
spectors general across Federal agen-
cies, especially at HUD. 

b 2010 

Mr. Trump has fired the HUD inspec-
tor general and the FHFA inspector 
general, including right after they said 
that they planned to investigate how 
Trump’s administration was engaging 
in lawlessness. That is not oversight. 
That is obstruction of justice. 

You cannot claim to protect the ef-
fort to deal with waste, fraud, and 
abuse if you support gutting and firing 
inspectors general. Of course, when you 
fire inspectors general and either don’t 
have them or install people carefully 
selected to turn a blind eye, you in-
crease the likelihood of waste, fraud, 
and abuse. 

This bill, at least, deals with that 
second part of the effort. We need in-
spectors general. We also need whistle-
blower protection. This bill will pro-
vide additional protection for whistle-
blowers. 

This bill is an important step, per-
haps made more necessary by the 
President’s outrageous firing of inspec-
tors general. For that reason, I urge 
my colleagues to support H.R. 4646. 

Protecting whistleblowers is not a 
partisan issue. Doing all we can to pre-
vent waste, fraud, and abuse is not a 
partisan issue. When employees can 
safely report waste, fraud, and abuse, 
government programs work better for 
everyone. H.R. 4646 strengthens those 
protections consistently across HUD 

and its contractors, and it deserves our 
support. 

We also need to turn our attention to 
the need for truly independent inspec-
tors general. HUD may not have con-
firmed leadership in place, but that 
progress means little while this admin-
istration continues to sideline account-
ability elsewhere, leaving key agencies 
understaffed and underresourced. 

Let us pass this bill today, and let us 
then focus our efforts on the need for 
truly independent inspectors general, 
particularly at HUD and FHFA. I urge 
my colleagues to support this bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time for 
closing. 

Mr. Speaker, for the reasons I ex-
plained earlier, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. DE 
LA CRUZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4646, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 10076 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove the gen-
tlewoman from New Hampshire (Ms. 
GOODLANDER) as a cosponsor of H.R. 
10076. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME 
CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. RES 
93, DIRECTING THE PRESIDENT, 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 5(c) OF 
THE WAR POWERS RESOLUTION, 
TO REMOVE UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES FROM HOS-
TILITIES WITH IRAN 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it be in order at any 
time to consider H. Con. Res. 93 in the 
House if called up by the chair of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs or his 
designee, that the concurrent resolu-
tion be considered as read, and that the 
previous question be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution to 
adoption without intervening motion 
except for 1 hour of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by Representative 
MAST of Florida and Representative 
MOULTON of Massachusetts or their re-
spective designees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DIRECTING THE PRESIDENT, PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 5(c) OF THE 
WAR POWERS RESOLUTION, TO 
REMOVE UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES FROM HOSTILITIES 
WITH IRAN 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
the order of the House of September 14, 
2026, I call up the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 93), directing the Presi-
dent, pursuant to section 5(c) of the 
War Powers Resolution, to remove 
United States Armed Forces from hos-
tilities with Iran, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today, 
the concurrent resolution is considered 
read. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 93 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), That, pursuant to section 
5(c) of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 
1544(c)), Congress directs the President to re-
move United States Armed Forces from hos-
tilities against the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
other than those elements of the Armed 
Forces that may be necessary to defend the 
United States or an ally or partner of the 
United States from imminent attack pro-
vided that the President complies fully with 
the requirements of section 5(b) the War 
Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544(b)) with re-
spect to any such use of the Armed Forces, 
unless explicitly authorized by a declaration 
of war or a specific congressional authoriza-
tion for use of military force against Iran. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The con-
current resolution shall be debatable 
for 1 hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative MAST of 
Florida and Representative MOULTON of 
Massachusetts or their respective des-
ignees. 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
MAST) and the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MOULTON) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, we are here today to 

discuss the resolution again asking for 
the President to ‘‘remove United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities 
against the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
other than those elements of the 
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