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PROTECTING DOMESTIC MINING 
ACT OF 2025 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 1499, I call 
up the bill (H.R. 1501) to amend the 
FAST Act to include certain mineral 
production activities as a covered 
project, and for other purposes, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 1499, the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources printed in 
the bill is adopted, and the bill, as 
amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 1501 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting Do-
mestic Mining Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF COVERED PROJECT. 

Section 41001(6)(A) of the FAST Act (42 U.S.C. 
4370m(6)(A)) is amended by inserting ‘‘mining, 
mineral processing,’’ before ‘‘or any other sec-
tor’’. 
SEC. 3. PROHIBITION AGAINST FINALIZING, IM-

PLEMENTING, OR ENFORCING PRO-
POSED RULE RELATED TO SCOPE OF 
MINING UNDER FAST ACT. 

The Federal Permitting Improvement Steering 
Council may not finalize, implement, administer, 
or enforce the proposed rule titled ‘‘Revising 
Scope of the Mining Sector of Projects That Are 
Eligible for Coverage Under Title 41 of the Fix-
ing America’s Surface Transportation Act’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 65350; September 22, 2023). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill, 
as amended, shall be debatable for 1 
hour, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and the ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Natural 
Resources or their respective des-
ignees. 

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1501. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
1501, the Protecting Domestic Mining 
Act of 2025, which extends FAST–41 eli-
gibility to mining and mineral proc-
essing projects. 

I thank my colleague Representative 
JEFFERSON SHREVE for introducing this 
important piece of legislation, which 

will bring much-needed efficiency and 
transparency to our domestic mining 
permitting process. 

On average, it takes 19 years to bring 
a new mine into operation in the 
United States. Permitting delays drive 
up costs, halt economic growth, stifle 
innovation, and increase our reliance 
on foreign adversaries. 

Since taking office, President Trump 
has moved swiftly to set America on a 
path to mineral dominance. President 
Trump’s March 2025 Executive Order 
14241 entitled: ‘‘Immediate Measures to 
Increase American Mineral Produc-
tion’’ identified mining as a priority 
for national security and directed the 
Permitting Council to publish addi-
tional mining projects to its FAST–41 
dashboard. 

Under this administration, the Per-
mitting Council has published 60 addi-
tional mining projects on the FAST–41 
dashboard. Mr. Speaker, 22 mining 
projects and counting have completed 
the Federal permitting process under 
the dashboard. I will say, yesterday 
that was 21. They just completed an-
other project this morning. 

This impressive record stands in 
stark contrast to the Biden adminis-
tration, which over 4 years, did not 
complete a single Federal permitting 
process for a mining project through 
FAST–41. 

Permitting efficiency is crucial to 
building critical infrastructure 
projects. Extending FAST–41 eligibility 
to mining projects would help meet our 
Nation’s increased demand for energy 
and mineral resources, and it would 
provide greater certainty for the do-
mestic mining industry. 

It is not enough to just mine here at 
home. Our country also needs mineral 
processing capabilities to secure our 
domestic mineral supply chain. Cru-
cially, this bill extends FAST–41 eligi-
bility to both mining and mineral proc-
essing projects. We must have a com-
prehensive mineral strategy that en-
gages and bolsters the entire supply 
chain. Developing domestic processing 
capabilities encourages the onshoring 
of industrial sectors and strengthens 
domestic supply chains from mining to 
manufacturing. 

H.R. 1501 would also prohibit any fu-
ture administration from finalizing or 
implementing the Biden-era proposed 
rule to narrow FAST–41 coverage to 
only critical mineral mining projects. 
Narrowing FAST–41 eligibility in this 
manner would further increase our 
country’s dependence on foreign na-
tions and adversaries for mineral pro-
duction. 

The U.S. Geological Survey annually 
publishes the ‘‘Mineral Commodity 
Summaries’’ that provide astonishing 
data on our net import reliance of cer-
tain minerals. The report, which is il-
lustrated behind me, highlights our Na-
tion’s overwhelming reliance on for-
eign sources of minerals, including 
from adversarial nations. If you look at 
this list, and I know the print is small, 
the major supplier for most of these 
critical minerals is China. 

Mr. Speaker, we need these minerals 
to build a better future. We have the 
safest, most sophisticated, efficient, 
and environmentally friendly mining 
technology in the world, and we also 
have the workforce to match it. The 
United States should be leading the 
world’s mineral supply chain. 

Representative SHREVE’s legislation 
is an important step in strengthening 
domestic production, securing supply 
chains, and ensuring that America 
leads the way. 

I thank Representative SHREVE again 
for his work on this legislation. I urge 
all my colleagues to support the bill, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

It is our third day back from a 5- 
week recess. We have 15 days left here 
in Washington before the election. It 
should be a time that we are trying to 
get some real work done, but instead of 
doing that, instead of doing a single 
thing to help our constituents who are 
struggling under skyrocketing costs of 
groceries, gas, and electricity bills, Re-
publicans are scraping the bottom of 
the barrel to come up with any bill 
that their chaotic Conference can find 
a way to pass, and one of the surest 
ways, it seems, is to find a way to do 
another favor for the President’s 
friends and for foreign-owned mining 
conglomerates. 

We could actually use some respon-
sible, balanced mineral policy in this 
country to meet our needs, but, of 
course, that is not what we are here to 
do today. 

We could all agree that we have been 
overreliant on adversaries for critical 
minerals for too long. As demand for 
these minerals grows, we should also 
want to strengthen our domestic and 
allied supply chains strategically with 
American security, sustainability, and 
human rights at the center of those ef-
forts. 

Unfortunately, this administration 
seems to have a different approach. 
They are throwing billions of tax-
payers’ dollars at the projects that 
only seem to benefit themselves. There 
is a lot of money flying right now in 
the name of strengthening the mineral 
supply chain, but when you look be-
neath the surface, it is going to 
projects that will not actually help the 
American people. 

We have seen this administration 
make major investments and back-
room deals with mining projects with 
no transparency about who benefits, 
about what the national security ra-
tionale is, or how these decisions actu-
ally reduce our dependence on foreign 
adversaries. 

Who is actually benefiting? The 
President’s sons, Secretary Lutnick’s 
sons, and campaign donors are all prof-
iting off their personal investments 
and business ventures. 

Democrats are asking questions. Un-
fortunately, we are not getting any 
help from our friends across the aisle. 
We are getting stonewalled. 
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Handing out favors to industry and 

boosting your children’s stock port-
folios is not a mineral strategy that 
helps the American people. 

Now this brings us to H.R. 1501. This 
bill would codify mining and mineral 
processing as covered sectors under 
FAST–41. FAST–41, of course, creates 
an alternative permitting pathway for 
covered infrastructure projects. It cov-
ers 18 specific sectors, including energy 
production, surface transportation, 
semiconductors, and more. 

The FAST–41 permitting process in-
cludes some positive transparency pro-
visions like a centralized public plat-
form that tracks Federal permitting 
timelines and milestones. Covered 
projects can also receive additional co-
ordination and resources to help agen-
cies move them through the process 
more efficiently. 

It also places some limits on public 
input, including for Tribes. It also lim-
its judicial review, and it includes lim-
its on court-ordered protections. 

Here is the thing, Mr. Speaker: We 
have just heard the main rationale for 
this bill, that we have to make sure 
critical minerals mining projects and 
the processing projects for those crit-
ical minerals are eligible for FAST–41. 
They made it sound as if today’s bill 
would finally make that possible. 

Well, I have a news flash for every-
one. Mining is already a covered sector 
under a regulation adopted during the 
first Trump administration. Mineral 
processing projects are also allowed on 
FAST–41 as manufacturing, so we have 
an advertised solution here to a prob-
lem that does not exist. 

b 1350 
What is this bill all about? That is 

the other half of the bill, the part that 
would potentially tie the hands of this 
and future administrations from using 
FAST–41 in a smart and targeted way 
that would focus on actual critical 
minerals projects that were in our na-
tional interest, that were all about our 
national competitiveness. 

I will explain. The Permitting Coun-
cil, which implements FAST–41, has 
limited resources. Its job is to provide 
additional coordination and attention 
to projects that meet the statutory re-
quirements of FAST–41 coverage. 
Under this bill, every single mining 
project could be eligible for that treat-
ment, regardless of whether it ad-
vances our national interests, our stra-
tegic mineral needs, et cetera. FAST–41 
Permitting Council is required to put 
all eligible projects forward even 
though they have limited resources. 

The Biden administration began con-
sidering a regulatory change to limit 
coverage to just critical minerals. That 
is what this bill is all about. H.R. 1501 
would block that change from ever tak-
ing effect. That regulation was not fi-
nalized. It is not being implemented, 
but this bill would preemptively block 
anything like that from ever taking ef-
fect. 

Under this bill, a gold mine with no 
connection to our national security 

could receive FAST–41 treatment. The 
same would apply to a mine controlled 
by a foreign adversary or a mine that 
plans to ship its minerals straight to 
China for processing, with no benefit to 
the American supply chain. 

Under this bill, the Permitting Coun-
cil would be required to devote pre-
cious time and resources to expedite 
these projects, to the detriment of real 
critical minerals projects, and it may 
prevent a future administration from 
ever narrowing the scope. How does 
that make America more secure? The 
answer is it doesn’t. 

Democrats have offered straight-
forward solutions. We have proposed 
targeted FAST–41 coverage for projects 
involving critical minerals, projects 
that actually strengthen key supply 
chains essential to our national secu-
rity and our economic resilience. 

We also proposed preventing compa-
nies owned or controlled by our foreign 
adversaries from receiving this fast- 
track status. These amendments were 
rejected by Republicans in committee 
and blocked from consideration on the 
floor here today. 

This should not be a partisan issue. 
We have the opportunity to build a 
mineral supply chain that is secure, re-
silient, and independent of our foreign 
adversaries. To achieve that, we should 
be making strategic investments, not 
handing out blanket favors. 

Mr. Speaker, I oppose this bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I would say that my colleague just 
made the case for why we need this 
bill. As I have testified, the Trump ad-
ministration has 60 projects on the 
dashboard. They have completed 22 
projects. The previous administration 
completed zero projects under FAST– 
41. Both administrations had access to 
use the FAST–41 process, but some ad-
ministrations choose not to use the 
process. 

These mining projects now take an 
average of 19 years to permit. That is 
down from 29 to 30 years just a few 
years ago because we have seen 
projects permitted more quickly under 
this administration. 

Our need for critical minerals and 
mining spans administrations. We need 
certainty in the process so that we can 
access the supplies of ore that we have 
here in the United States to meet our 
own demands. If we start playing polit-
ical permitting ping-pong from one ad-
ministration to the next, that gives no 
certainty to investors in America to 
use our own materials. That is exactly 
why we need to codify this, so that it 
gives everybody a fair shot to use the 
process. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. SHREVE), 
the lead sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. SHREVE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the House’s consideration of my 
bill, the Protecting Domestic Mining 
Act. 

The purpose is straightforward: 
Qualified American mining and min-
eral processing projects should have ac-
cess to a coordinated, transparent, and 
timely Federal permitting process. 

That is what FAST–41 provides. It 
brings Federal agencies together. It es-
tablishes a public timetable, and it 
holds the government accountable for 
reaching decisions. 

No environmental law is waived. No 
project is rubber-stamped. FAST–41 
simply ensures that our Federal Gov-
ernment conducts its reviews effi-
ciently and reaches a decision. 

Mining was added as an eligible 
FAST–41 sector back in 2021. It was the 
right decision. In my home State of In-
diana, we build things. We build cars, 
engines, aerospace systems, defense 
equipment, and the infrastructure that 
powers communities. 

All of these depend upon reliable ac-
cess to minerals and processed mate-
rials. Copper carries electricity. Iron 
ore and other inputs become the steel 
used in our vehicles, bridges, and build-
ings. Critical minerals support our 
military and advanced-manufacturing 
base, in Indiana and across our coun-
try. 

Yet in 2023, the Biden administration 
proposed narrowing the mining 
projects eligible for FAST–41. Under 
that proposed rule, a company could 
invest millions of dollars developing an 
American project, only to learn that a 
shifting Federal definition had made it 
ineligible for that coordinated review. 
It creates uncertainty, discourages in-
vestment, and pushes mining and min-
eral processing abroad, often to supply 
chains dominated by China. 

We should not make the United 
States more dependent upon a stra-
tegic competitor for minerals essential 
to our economy and our national secu-
rity. 

My bill does two things. First, it 
writes mining and mineral processing 
directly into the FAST–41 statute. Sec-
ond, it prevents implementation of the 
2023 proposed rule that would narrow 
the sector’s eligibility. 

America can maintain high environ-
mental standards and still build. We 
can conduct thorough reviews without 
accepting needless delays, and we can 
produce more of the materials we need 
here at home, under American laws, 
with American workers, and in support 
of American national security. 

I thank Chairman WESTERMAN for his 
leadership and Congressman BLAKE 
MOORE for partnering with me on this 
legislation. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
Protecting Domestic Mining Act. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

The chairman has touted the number 
of projects added to FAST–41 under the 
Trump administration. Therein lies the 
problem. Many of those projects are 
not critical minerals. 

The Permitting Council only has so 
much budget, only so many resources 
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in order to administer this FAST–41 
process. When you throw the door wide 
open to any old sand, gravel, gold min-
ing project, when you invite in projects 
that might just have investments from 
the President’s sons or Secretary 
Lutnick’s family or your Mar-a-Lago 
oligarch pals, when the door is widened 
in that way and there is no new re-
sources for the Permitting Council, 
then actual critical minerals projects 
and projects that are actually impor-
tant to our competitiveness and our 
national security suffer. They go more 
slowly. They get less attention. 

The Chair is actually making our 
point. We need to allow prioritization 
and focus so that this FAST–41 process 
can actually work as it was intended to 
work. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs. GRI-
JALVA). 

Mrs. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition of H.R. 1501, the 
Protecting Domestic Mining Act. 

At a time when we should be 
strengthening environmental protec-
tions, respecting Tribal sovereignty, 
and ensuring communities have a 
meaningful voice in decisions that af-
fect their land and water, this bill 
moves us in the wrong direction. 

I offered an amendment that would 
have required robust, meaningful, and 
enforceable consultation with poten-
tially impacted Tribal nations before a 
mining project may be eligible for ex-
pedited permitting under FAST–41. 

Unfortunately, the Rules Committee 
refused to make my amendment in 
order, denying this body the oppor-
tunity to even debate or vote on a very 
basic principle: Tribal nations deserve 
a meaningful seat at the table when 
mining projects threaten their lands, 
resources, and communities. 

b 1400 

My amendment would have ensured 
that Federal agencies uphold the 
United States’ trust and treaty obliga-
tions by engaging in intentional and 
substantive consultation with Tribal 
Governments. It would have made clear 
that consultation is not a procedural 
checkbox but a meaningful govern-
ment-to-government dialogue. It would 
have also ensured that no mining 
project could receive expedited permit-
ting treatment unless the affected 
Tribal nations had been engaged from 
the earliest possible stages of the 
project’s development. 

This issue has become increasingly 
relevant in my district with the 
Hermosa Project in the Patagonia 
Mountains, southeast of Tucson, Ari-
zona. Its designation as the first crit-
ical minerals project under FAST–41 
highlights the growing use of expedited 
permitting frameworks. While FAST–41 
is intended to improve efficiency, min-
ing is among the most environmentally 
consequential sectors it covers. Expe-
dited timelines must not come at the 
expense of meaningful public participa-
tion or environmental assessment. 

We have already seen the con-
sequences of insufficient engagement 
and analysis. The town of Patagonia 
formally requested a comprehensive 
groundwater study of the Patagonia 
mountains from the Coronado National 
Forest in both 2020 and 2021, specifi-
cally citing concerns related to the 
proposed Hermosa project. Despite 
these repeated requests, and the sup-
port of my dad, Congressman RAÚL M. 
GRIJALVA, the study was never com-
pleted. For that exact reason, I sent a 
letter to the U.S. Forest Service in 
April to follow up on this same request. 
This gap leaves significant uncertainty 
about potential impacts to ground-
water and undermines public con-
fidence in the adequacy of the review 
process. 

I also think it is noteworthy that I 
kept hearing: American project, Amer-
ican project. 

This specific project is run by an 
Australian mining company. 

When I met with local leaders and 
community members in Patagonia, 
they raised serious concerns about 
their drinking water, their health, and 
the long-term sustainability of their 
aquifers. Those concerns are not ab-
stract. They reflect lived experience 
and legitimate questions that deserve 
answers before, not after, decisions are 
made. 

What these experiences make clear is 
that the communities closest to these 
projects cannot be left to react once 
decisions are already in motion. They 
must be engaged from the very begin-
ning, with their voices meaningfully 
incorporated into decisionmaking. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Arizona. 

Mrs. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, my 
amendment does not slow progress. It 
strengthens it. By ensuring Tribal na-
tions and impacted communities have 
a real seat at the table, we produce 
more informed and more mindful pol-
icy outcomes. Respecting Tribal sov-
ereignty and listening to affected com-
munities is not optional. It is a funda-
mental obligation. 

For those reasons, Mr. Speaker, I op-
pose H.R. 1501, and urge my colleagues 
to do the same. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I will, again, point out 
no Tribal consultation and no environ-
mental laws are waived. This is just a 
process to fast-track permitting. 

Also, I point out that when the rank-
ing member talked about any old sand 
or gravel mine, that sand and gravel— 
gravel and then sand are the two main 
ingredients in concrete with Portland 
cement being the third, which is an-
other product that we rely on about 20 
percent of imports. 

Concrete is the main ingredient in 
housing and in public infrastructure. 
The cost of concrete affects the cost of 

housing and public infrastructure 
projects. It affects Americans. If we 
want to address high costs, we should 
be opening more of these sand and 
gravel mines and producing more Port-
land cement here so that we can have 
more supply and lower the costs here 
at home. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
STAUBER), who is the chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral 
Resources. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 1501, the Pro-
tecting Domestic Mining Act, which 
will ensure domestic mining projects 
are able to enjoy the benefits of title 41 
of the bipartisan and wildly successful 
FAST Act. 

I thank my colleague Representative 
SHREVE for his leadership in bringing 
this legislation forward. 

The FAST Act has been used to per-
mit and build countless projects that 
are necessary for our country’s na-
tional and economic security, and 
under the Trump administration, min-
ing projects have been eligible and 
have advanced. 

By codifying mining and mineral 
processing projects, we will ensure that 
these important projects are able to 
enjoy this benefit, no matter if we have 
a pro-mining President like President 
Trump in office or an anti-mining 
President like President Biden in of-
fice. 

My district in northern Minnesota is 
home to proposed projects like the 
NewRange Copper Nickel project, 
which is enjoying the benefits of 
FAST–41 as a transparency list project 
as they pursue their section 404 permit 
under the Clean Water Act, a permit 
that was pulled by the previous admin-
istration for purely political reasons. 

Thanks to FAST–41, I am confident 
NewRange won’t fall through the 
cracks and will be granted their permit 
when they meet and exceed all our 
strict environmental standards. 

This is a great benefit more for not 
only northern Minnesota but a benefit 
for our entire Nation and our strategic 
mineral national security. 

By codifying mining and mineral 
processing projects’ eligibility into 
law, NewRange and other important 
projects won’t have to worry about the 
rug being pulled out from them again 
the next time we see a change in ad-
ministrations. 

It will further give a strong signal to 
the private sector that the Federal 
Government is committed to securing 
our mineral security and mineral inde-
pendence, no matter who is in the 
White House. 

Representative SHREVE’s legislation 
will send a strong signal: We are ready 
to mine here in the United States once 
again. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, a little blinding flash of 
the obvious: When it comes to sand and 
gravel, we are not dependent on China 
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or any other foreign adversary or any 
other foreign country. We have a lot of 
sand and gravel in this country. This is 
not about critical minerals. This is not 
about our competitiveness. 

It is about sand and gravel which we 
can mine, as we always have. It is not 
what FAST–41 was intended to do or in-
tended to benefit. But you just heard it 
right here on the floor in this debate, 
Mr. Speaker, that my colleagues on the 
one hand are selling this bill as urgent 
to meet our competitive situation with 
China. On the other hand, they are 
opening FAST–41 wide open to any-
thing that can be pulled from the 
ground including sand and gravel. It 
just makes no sense whatsoever. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE). 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in opposition to this bill. 

This administration’s corruption 
playbook is impacting industries 
across the board and raising costs for 
working families like the ones I rep-
resent. Their next target is the mining 
industry. 

Representative GRIJALVA offered an 
amendment that would require the 
Secretary to ensure there is meaning-
ful and robust Tribal consultation for 
any mining project to be eligible to be 
covered under FAST–41. This amend-
ment was not accepted. 

I represent four of Oregon’s nine 
Tribal nations and one-third of the 
members of two others. Tribal con-
sultation is critical to my district and 
to our State. 

We tried to make this bill better and 
protect Tribal consultation, but Repub-
licans voted against it. Too often, es-
sential Tribal consultation and com-
munity engagement are treated as a 
box-checking exercise. Consultation is 
a process, not an event, and it is our 
trust responsibility to ensure this hap-
pens. 

Tribes deserve a real say in mining 
projects that could forever alter and 
destroy the lands they have stewarded 
since time immemorial. 

This legislation does not make our 
supply chains more secure or even en-
sure that more of the domestic critical 
minerals that we need will get mined 
for American workers. 

This issue affects mine and Rep-
resentative HUFFMAN’s district in that 
there is a foreign company that is 
looking to mine low-value minerals 
that will destroy drinking water, fish 
habitat, and recreational opportunities 
on the Smith River. 

We do not need to be a cheap date for 
foreign entities so the President and 
his family and his donors can get rich 
off the companies that they are person-
ally invested in. That is not in the best 
interests of Americans or American 
workers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose this bill and work on something 
better for the American people and the 
resources that we depend on. 

b 1410 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 1501, 
the Protecting Domestic Mining Act, 
to strengthen America’s security, 
unlock economic investment, and sup-
port thousands of hardworking men 
and women. 

As chairman of the Education and 
Workforce Committee, I held a field 
hearing in Indiana earlier this year fo-
cused on the mining industry. I heard 
and saw firsthand how innovation and 
emerging technologies have trans-
formed mining operations. 

These conversations reaffirmed what 
we all know: America has abundant 
natural resources, and when producers 
have a fair and efficient permitting 
process, they can safely and competi-
tively access those resources to keep 
prices down, supply chains stable, and 
people employed. 

Unfortunately, the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration sought to implement ex-
cessive permitting burdens that slow 
domestic production, increase costs on 
both producers and consumers, and 
deepen our dependence on foreign ad-
versaries like China for essential min-
erals. 

These misguided efforts threaten 
both our national security and our 
competitive edge by narrowing the 
scope of projects eligible for expedited 
permitting. 

The Protecting Domestic Mining Act 
reverses that course. By expanding eli-
gibility for fast-tracked mining per-
mits, this bill cuts permitting delays 
and gives American producers the cer-
tainty they need to invest, innovate, 
and build here at home, creating more 
jobs for American workers. 

If we want to build on our manufac-
turing momentum, Congress must en-
sure we have reliable access to the crit-
ical minerals that support a surge in 
modern manufacturing. 

The Protecting Domestic Mining Act 
strengthens American manufacturing, 
encourages job creation and economic 
growth, and ensures we can fast-track 
projects, reducing costs for producers 
and consumers alike. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1501 and uphold American 
competitiveness. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I in-
clude in the RECORD the following let-
ters of support from the American Ex-
ploration & Mining Association, Essen-
tial Minerals Association, National As-
sociation of Manufacturers, and Na-
tional Mining Association. 

AMERICAN EXPLORATION & 
MINING ASSOCIATION, 

Spokane Valley, WA, August 31, 2026. 
Re Support for the Protecting Domestic Min-

ing Act (H.R. 1501). 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND LEADER 
JEFFRIES: The American Exploration & Min-
ing Association (AEMA) very much appre-
ciated the opportunity to testify on Feb-
ruary 24, 2026, before the House Sub-
committee on Energy and Mineral Resources 
in support of H.R. 1501, the Protecting Do-
mestic Mining Act, which codifies mining as 
a covered sector under Title 41 of the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) 
Act. We reiterate our strong support for the 
legislation and encourage House passage of 
H.R. 1501. 

AEMA is a 131-year-old, 1,800-member na-
tional trade association representing the 
minerals industry with members residing in 
46 U.S. states. AEMA is the recognized na-
tional voice for exploration, the junior min-
ing sector, and maintaining access to public 
lands, and represents the entire mining life 
cycle, from exploration to reclamation and 
closure. More than 80 percent of our mem-
bers are small businesses or individuals who 
work for small businesses. 

AEMA members experience the challenges 
associated with the federal permitting proc-
ess every day, and they are significantly im-
pacted by permitting decisions from an array 
of federal agencies. They also live and play 
in the communities where they work. Mining 
in America is the most environmentally re-
sponsible mining industry in the world. 
Miner safety and workers’ rights are the top 
priority, and our members take great pride 
in responsibly producing the minerals and 
metals America needs. 

A mantra that is often repeated for many 
sectors of our economy, including mining, is 
the need for certainty. It is the uncertainty 
created by policies and debates over the past 
several decades that has caused mining in-
vestment to flee this country. To attract 
that investment, companies need to know 
what the rules are, that they can have the 
security of tenure needed to explore for and 
develop mining deposits, and that they can 
get through the permitting process in a rea-
sonable timeframe. 

As a Nation, we have acknowledged the ur-
gency of increasing domestic mineral pro-
duction, strengthening our supply chains, 
and reducing our reliance on foreign min-
erals. Because it often takes two or three 
decades to get from exploration to produc-
tion, minimizing the land access and permit-
ting obstacles that impede domestic explo-
ration and mining is imperative. 

Congress and the administration have been 
very clear that they want to see all types of 
mineral projects move more efficiently 
through the Federal permitting process so 
that they can be developed to meet our es-
sential economic, energy, and national secu-
rity needs. The predictability, transparency 
and certainty of the FAST–41 process en-
courages more mines to move through the 
process. 

According to the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Mineral Commodity Summaries 2026, our 
country’s import dependence for key mineral 
commodities has skyrocketed over the past 
three decades, with the United States now 
100 percent import reliant for 16 mineral 
commodities and greater than 50 percent im-
port reliant for another 38 commodities. 
That import reliance exists even though we 
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have significant mineral deposits of many of 
these commodities within our borders. 

This mineral dependency comes with seri-
ous consequences. Most recently, the 
COVID–19 pandemic, the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, and Chinese dominance of minerals 
markets have laid bare the vulnerabilities 
that exist in critical U.S. supply chains, in-
cluding our reliance on imported minerals. 

While the United States was pursuing poli-
cies over the past several decades that dis-
couraged mineral exploration and mine de-
velopment, China was methodically making 
strategic global investments in mining, min-
eral processing, manufacturing products like 
battery components and batteries made from 
minerals, and educating mining profes-
sionals. Today, China dominates the world’s 
mineral supplies and products, and the 
human resources required to mine and proc-
ess minerals. Consequently, the United 
States now faces a minerals emergency that 
poses serious economic and national security 
threats. 

FAST–41 was enacted to improve the time-
liness, predictability, transparency, and ac-
countability of the Federal environmental 
review and authorization processes for cov-
ered infrastructure projects. The Federal 
Permitting Improvement Steering Council 
(FPISC) voted to include mining as a covered 
sector in January 2020 and finalized a rule-
making confirming that decision in January 
2021. 

It is important to note that the stream-
lining of the mine-permitting process does 
not equate to reducing environmental pro-
tections. In fact, FAST–41 coverage does not 
predetermine or affect the outcome of any 
Federal decision-making process with re-
spect to a covered project, nor modify any 
required environmental review or public or 
tribal consultation process. 

Beyond mining, current FAST–41 sectors 
include renewable and conventional energy 
production, electricity transmission, surface 
transportation, aviation, ports and water-
ways, water resource projects, broadband, 
pipelines, and manufacturing. It is impor-
tant to remember that mining stands at the 
front of the supply chain for these and near-
ly every sector of our economy. 

In fact, in its July 2024 critical minerals 
report, the Government Accountability Of-
fice (GAO) illustrated that critical minerals 
are essential to five key sectors: aerospace, 
defense, energy, telecommunications and 
electronics, and transportation. 

The Permitting Council’s 2020 vote to in-
clude mining as a covered sector clearly rec-
ognized that mining projects almost always 
involve the complex permitting processes 
that FAST–41 was designed to facilitate. It is 
great that the Permitting Council voted to 
include mining in FAST–41 and followed that 
vote with a rule. However, that decision can 
easily be rescinded by a subsequent rule, as 
we saw with a proposal from the prior ad-
ministration to limit mining’s eligibility for 
FAST–41. 

Enacting H.R. 1501 and codifying mining as 
a covered sector under FAST–41 will send a 
positive signal to the investment community 
that the United States is serious about in-
creasing domestic mineral production. 
FAST–41 provides a pathway to reduce per-
mitting inefficiencies while retaining our 
world-class environmental protections, and 
it must be available to the entire mineral 
mining sector. 

We look forward to working constructively 
with Congress to ensure that Made in Amer-
ica includes ‘‘mined in America,’’ and 
sourcing minerals from U.S. mines that use 
state-of-the-art environmental protection 
measures, put a premium on worker health 

and safety, and are committed to the com-
munities in which they operate. 

Sincerely, 
MARK COMPTON, 

Executive Director. 

ESSENTIAL MINERALS 
ASSOCIATION, 

Arlington, VA, September 1, 2026. 
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN, 
Chairman, House Committee on Natural Re-

sources, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. JARED HUFFMAN, 
Ranking Member, House Committee on Natural 

Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN WESTERMAN AND RANKING 
MEMBER HUFFMAN: The Essential Minerals 
Association (EMA) writes to express our 
strong support for H.R. 1501, the Protecting 
Domestic Mining Act of 2025. 

EMA is the representative voice of ap-
proximately 100 companies that extract, 
process, and support a vital and beneficial 
group of metal/nonmetal minerals that are 
crucial to the nation’s economy and defense. 
Our members’ minerals are essential build-
ing blocks for the agriculture, defense, en-
ergy, infrastructure, manufacturing, and 
technology sectors, to name just a few. 

Securing and strengthening our domestic 
mineral supply chains is vital to securing 
our national defense and economy, both now 
and into the future. Recent years have shown 
us the danger of relying on hostile foreign 
nations, such as China, for essential mineral 
resources that can be cut off at any time due 
to geopolitical or economic tensions. Maxi-
mizing domestic production and processing 
of mineral resources is the optimal strategy 
for addressing this dynamic and will also 
create many well-paying jobs for American 
workers. 

To that end, Congress must act decisively 
to ensure that domestic mineral mining in 
the United States can thrive, and enacting 
H.R 1501 is a key step toward securing our 
domestic mineral supply chains. The bill 
would add mining and mineral processing to 
the categories of projects eligible for stream-
lined permitting and federal coordination 
under Title 41 of the Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act (FAST–41). This 
would enable such projects to be included in 
the Federal Permitting Improvement Steer-
ing Council (FPISC)’s permitting dashboard. 
As a result, mining and mineral processing 
operations would receive faster and more ef-
ficient permitting processes. This will enable 
American mineral operations to come online 
much faster, creating good-paying jobs and 
reducing U.S. dependence on adversarial na-
tions for essential mineral resources. 

H.R. 1501 would also prohibit the FPISC 
from implementing the proposed rule issued 
under the Biden Administration that would 
have limited FAST–41 eligibility for mineral 
projects to only those producing Critical 
Minerals as defined by the Energy Act of 
2020. That rule was excessively narrow and 
would have denied expedited permitting to 
minerals that are essential for our national 
defense, economy, and daily life. Congress 
and the administration should seek to bol-
ster all domestic mineral projects, not only 
those that meet the definition of Critical 
Minerals. The FPISC’s draft rule was unnec-
essary and constrictive, and H.R. 1501 would 
prevent a future administration from issuing 
any similar rule. 

Securing and fortifying our domestic min-
eral supply chains must remain a top pri-
ority for Congress and the administration to 
protect U.S. national and economic security. 
H.R. 1501 will further this goal and enable 
the United States to reduce our dependence 
on hostile foreign nations for essential min-

eral resources while creating jobs across the 
country for American workers. EMA urges 
Congress to pass the Protecting Domestic 
Mining Act and send it to President Trump 
for signature as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 
MATTHEW DERMODY, 

Associate Vice President, Government Affairs. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF MANUFACTURERS, 

Washington, DC, September 2, 2026. 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the 
National Association of Manufacturers—the 
largest manufacturing trade association in 
the U.S., representing companies of all sizes, 
in every industrial sector, and in all 50 
states—I write to express the NAM’s support 
for H.R. 1501, the Protecting Domestic Min-
ing Act, sponsored by Representative Jeffer-
son Shreve (R–IN) and cosponsored by Rep-
resentatives Blake Moore (R–UT) and Mor-
gan Griffith (R–VA), and recommend that 
the members of the House of Representatives 
vote YES to pass this critical legislation. 

This bill would modify the Fixing Amer-
ica’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act to 
explicitly include mining activities and min-
eral processing as covered projects under the 
Federal Permitting Improvement Steering 
Council’s (FPISC) existing frameworks. 

Access to raw and processed critical min-
erals is fundamental to support a thriving 
manufacturing base in the U.S. Manufactur-
ers use minerals and their derivatives to 
make the most technologically advanced in-
dustrial and consumer products in the world. 
Unfortunately, due to decades of under-
investment in our domestic mining and proc-
essing sectors, the U.S. is 100 percent import 
reliant for 13 mineral commodities included 
on the 2025 U.S. Geological Survey List of 
Critical Minerals—and more than 50 percent 
import reliant for an additional 20. 

H.R. 1501 takes an important step to ad-
dress this issue by providing mining and 
mineral processing access to FPISC’s permit 
streamlining and transparency services, to 
which other critical energy and infrastruc-
ture sectors already have access. The re-
forms this bill makes will make it easier and 
more cost-efficient for companies to get 
shovels in the ground on job-creating 
projects—and, as a result, this bill will 
strengthen manufacturing in America. 

The NAM therefore respectfully urges a 
YES vote for today’s vote on H.R. 1501, the 
Protecting Domestic Mining Act. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER PHALEN, 

Vice President, Domestic Policy. 

NATIONAL MINING ASSOCIATION, 
Washington, DC, August 31, 2026. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND MINORITY 
LEADER JEFFERIES: On behalf of the National 
Mining Association, I write in support of the 
Protecting Domestic Mining Act of 2025 
(H.R. 1501) being considered on the House 
floor this week. This important legislation 
strengthens the bipartisan goal of promoting 
domestic energy and mineral development to 
meet our country’s energy, economic and na-
tional security needs. 

At a time when energy and mineral de-
mand is soaring, we need reliable supply 
chains that deliver for our nation’s economy 
now and into the future, To support these 
supply chains, we need the clarity and regu-
latory certainty the mining industry de-
pends on to make generational investments. 
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In support of these efforts, H.R, 1501 would 
codify mining as a covered project under the 
Federal Permitting Improvement Steering 
Council (FPISC) and ensure that the mining 
industry is eligible to receive all the permit-
ting benefits given to other industry projects 
already covered under FPISC. 

FPISC has a strong record of supporting a 
diverse cross-section of important infra-
structure projects across our country while 
maintaining our nation’s worldleading safety 
and environmental standards. By working 
with other federal agencies to ensure ac-
countability and transparency in the federal 
permitting process, FPISC has helped deliver 
projects that provide for our nation’s eco-
nomic competitiveness long into the future. 
Ensuring that the mining industry has the 
same access to permitting certainty as other 
industries enjoy will only strengthen domes-
tic development opportunities. 

By working to address our nation’s exist-
ing supply chain vulnerabilities, H.R. 1501 
will enhance America’s economic and stra-
tegic competitiveness. I urge your support 
for this important legislation as you work to 
improve domestic energy and mineral supply 
chain policies. 

Sincerely, 
RICH NOLAN, 
President & CEO. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH). 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 1501, the Protecting Do-
mestic Mining Act. 

This bill extends the streamlined, co-
ordinated permitting process under 
FAST–41 to all mining and mineral 
processing projects and blocks a Biden- 
era proposal that would have narrowed 
eligibility and deepened our depend-
ence on foreign adversaries for the 
minerals America needs. 

Mr. Speaker, no State has more 
riding on this than Alaska. We are the 
fourth-largest mineral producer in the 
Nation, sitting on world-class deposits 
of rare earths, antimony, zinc, cobalt, 
and more. Yet, with over 60 percent of 
our State under Federal management, 
permitting timelines often extend for 
decades. 

That kind of paralysis does not help 
Alaskans, and it doesn’t help the rest 
of America. It only helps our adver-
saries. While Washington dithers and 
delays valuable projects, China floods 
markets, corners processing capability, 
and wields mineral exports as leverage 
against American industry and mili-
tary readiness. 

Alaska has the resources to help end 
our dependence on China for critical 
mineral production and processing. 

H.R. 1501 doesn’t ask agencies to skip 
environmental review. It asks them to 
run it once on a predictable timeline 
rather than dragging responsible 
projects through duplicative reviews 
and years of shifting requirements. 

Alaska has shown time and again 
that resource development and envi-
ronmental stewardship go hand in 
hand. Our Nation has the capability. 
What we have lacked is a Federal proc-
ess that lets projects get built. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a commonsense 
bill. It strengthens our mineral supply 
chains, supports good-paying jobs in 

Alaska and across the country, and ad-
vances American resource independ-
ence. I urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. KENNEDY). 

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank Chairman WESTERMAN, Rep-
resentative SHREVE, and colleagues on 
the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee for their work on this impor-
tant piece of legislation. 

Every modern economy, every ad-
vanced technology, and every military 
capability depends on these kinds of 
minerals. Copper, iron, lithium, rare 
earths, and other minerals are essen-
tial to our power grid, our manufac-
turing base, our defense systems, and 
the technologies that will define our 
future. 

Yet, we continue to rely heavily on 
foreign nations, including our geo-
political adversaries, for the minerals 
we need to manufacture these prod-
ucts. That is a national security vul-
nerability. 

The problem is not that America 
lacks these resources. We certainly 
have them. The problem is that it has 
become easier to permit a mine almost 
anywhere else on Earth than here at 
home, so the mine is developed some-
where else; jobs go somewhere else; and 
the supply chain we depend on ends up 
running through countries that do not 
wish us well. 

Endless permitting uncertainty does 
not protect anything. It simply hands 
our competitors the advantage over the 
industries that power our economy and 
national defense. 

I represent Utah, and I have seen 
what responsible mineral development 
looks like. Utah has a proud history of 
it. Today, mining supports in our State 
more than 43,000 jobs and contributes 
billions of dollars to our economy. 

The Protecting Domestic Mining Act 
takes an important step toward fixing 
that problem. It ensures that mining 
and mineral processing projects can 
benefit from a predictable and coordi-
nated permitting process. 

Republicans are cutting through 
Washington’s red tape to give Amer-
ican producers the certainty that they 
need. Without it, nothing gets built. No 
one invests billions in a mine that 
takes a decade to complete if the rules 
might be rewritten in 4 years. 

Mr. Speaker, this is about whether 
America can still build what it needs. I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we agree with the gen-
tleman from Utah that we need to be 
taking seriously our dependence on for-
eign adversaries when it comes to crit-
ical minerals and processing. That is 
why time and again my Democratic 
colleagues and I have offered amend-
ments to make sure that when it comes 
to opening up our public lands—and, in 

this case, when it comes to opening up 
the benefits of this fast-tracked FAST– 
41 process—we are not handing it over 
to our foreign adversaries. 

We have proposed amendments time 
and again, and those amendments have 
been opposed by our Republican col-
leagues. We have yet to hear a good 
reason why they keep opposing this, 
nor is there one. The language we have 
proposed time and again comes from 
one of their own Republican colleagues, 
the Select Committee on the Strategic 
Competition Between the United 
States and the Chinese Communist 
Party chairman, Mr. MOOLENAAR. We 
have proposed his exact language time 
and again as a commonsense guardrail 
to make sure that our public resources 
and the benefits of this fast-tracking 
are not simply used to hand a gift to 
the very foreign adversary we say we 
are so terribly concerned about. 

It keeps getting rejected time and 
time again, which makes you wonder 
what this bill is really about. It is defi-
nitely not the competitive rivalry with 
China. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I would note that Con-
gress has already addressed this issue 
of foreign ownership through previous 
legislation, and it has passed well-con-
sidered restrictions on Chinese owner-
ship. 

The amendment that was offered 
would create an ambiguous standard 
that could inadvertently prevent non- 
Chinese publicly traded companies 
from mining domestically. 

The Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States, or CFIUS, 
already reviews foreign investments in 
American businesses to assess any na-
tional security risks. 

Mr. Speaker, if you support our do-
mestic supply of critical minerals, this 
bill provides the regulatory certainty 
necessary to strengthen domestic min-
eral supply chains. If you support 
weakening China’s global control over 
minerals, then I would say join us in 
voting for the Protecting Domestic 
Mining Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE). 

b 1420 
Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today in favor of the Protecting 
Domestic Mining Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I also rise to give the 
ranking member, the gentleman from 
northern California, another oppor-
tunity to agree with a Utahn today. 

I am very proud to co-lead this legis-
lation, including this bill, with Rep-
resentative SHREVE and sincerely 
thank Chairman WESTERMAN for his 
leadership on this issue. 

This committee is about getting 
things done. This committee is about 
being productive, and it is an honor to 
have been on this committee and to 
continue to be associated with it. 
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I am glad to see this very important 

bill progress through our Chamber. It 
is no question that the American do-
mestic mining industry is critical to 
our national security and our energy 
dominance. 

In Utah alone, mining supports over 
43,000 jobs and contributes over $5 bil-
lion to our State GDP annually. Across 
the country, those numbers jump to 
nearly 600,000 jobs and over $375 billion 
to our GDP. 

Growth in this sector has historically 
been difficult. It takes an average of 19 
years for a new mine to go through the 
permitting process. These delays un-
necessarily burden our growing supply 
chain demands and create further reli-
ance on Chinese mineral production. 

The FAST–41 Program was a move in 
the right direction to ensure more effi-
cient and predictable timelines when 
working with the Federal Government 
to open new mines. The increased co-
ordination and cross-agency engage-
ment are exactly the kind of improve-
ments that our government needs. 

Unfortunately, the Biden administra-
tion decided that only certain types of 
mines should be eligible for FAST–41. 
This bill corrects that decision and 
protects the eligibility of all hardrock 
mines. 

We often speak about the importance 
of supporting domestic production and 
the risks associated with overreliance 
on countries that want to see us fail. 
We have a real opportunity to change 
our programs, to support domestic in-
dustry, promote American energy and 
national security, and fulfill our re-
sponsibility to make government work 
better for the people. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of this bill. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this argument that we 
need this legislation to address our 
dangerous dependency on foreign ad-
versaries for critical minerals con-
tinues to ring very hollow. One of the 
ways that we can avoid being too de-
pendent on foreign adversaries is to de-
velop trading relationships with our al-
lies, none closer to us than Canada. 

Canada, for example, is one of our 
largest mineral trading partners. They 
exported about $76 billion in minerals 
to the United States in 2025. If making 
sure that we are not dependent on ad-
versaries like China was really impor-
tant to us, I should certainly hear a lot 
of alarm from my friends across the 
aisle about the fact that President 
Trump is starting a trade war with 
Canada, our neighbor, one of our clos-
est allies and a critical minerals trad-
ing partner that makes us less depend-
ent on foreign adversaries. Instead we 
hear crickets. 

He is even trying to rename Lake On-
tario to further antagonize this trading 
partner, and we hear nothing from the 
other side. 

This bill is about many things, but it 
is certainly not about reducing our de-
pendence on minerals from foreign ad-
versaries. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. OWENS). 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 1501, the Protecting Do-
mestic Mining Act. 

The United States of America is one 
of the most richly blessed nations on 
Earth. We have an abundance of re-
sources and expertise and are good 
stewards of both. 

For far too long, we have let nations 
that despise us control our access to 
critical minerals that power our econ-
omy and our military. Right now, 
China refines over 90 percent of the 
world’s critical minerals. They grad-
uate 3,000 mining engineers a year, 
while the United States graduates be-
tween 160 and 300. That cannot con-
tinue to happen. 

This bill does something that is very 
simple and overdue: It makes mining 
and mineral processing permanently 
eligible for streamlined Federal per-
mitting. Endless red tape does not pro-
tect a single acre of ground. It only 
protects China’s monopoly and smoth-
ers American innovation before it can 
break ground. 

This bill does not gut environmental 
review. It clears out the paperwork 
maze so we can build responsibly and 
build fast. 

Let’s be honest about who does this 
work best. No workforce on Earth is 
treated better than the American 
miner. No nation mines and processes 
minerals cleaner than we do. We should 
be proud to do it and do more, not be 
ashamed and fall further behind our ad-
versaries. 

A real mining strategy cannot 
change every 4 years. H.R. 1501 puts 
that certainty into law so American 
workers and American companies can 
excavate, invest, and build with our 
workers knowing there is always going 
to be steady, well-paying jobs that will 
support their families. 

We have the minerals. We are re-
building our workforce. All we need 
now is a government that gets out of 
the way. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this administration has 
demonstrated that it is all too willing 
to abuse the tools at its disposal to 
promote projects that simply line the 
pockets of members of this administra-
tion, their family, and their oligarch 
pals. 

I will give you a few examples. Not 
too long ago, the Trump administra-
tion announced that it would invest 
over a billion dollars and take an eq-
uity stake in USA Rare Earth, a min-
ing and manufacturing company. Re-
porting uncovered that USA Rare 
Earth hired Cantor Fitzgerald, a firm 
chaired by Brandon Lutnick, the son of 
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick. 
How about that coincidence? 

Last October, the Trump administra-
tion announced equity investments in 
the mining company Trilogy Metals 
while simultaneously directing agen-
cies to fast-track permitting for 
Ambler Road, the controversial project 
needed to access Trilogy Metals’ pro-
posed mine site. 

Trilogy Metals’ third-largest share-
holder is John Alfred Paulson, a Trump 
MAGA donor and economic adviser. His 
Trilogy shares increased by $70 million 
in value after that announcement. 

The administration is making a pat-
tern out of picking winners and losers 
in the mining industry and a suspicious 
number of those winners have close 
ties to Donald Trump. 

These deals tie taxpayer dollars to 
corporate balance sheets and 
incentivize administration officials to 
prioritize individual corporate inter-
ests over the broader public good. To 
date, there has been no public disclo-
sure of safeguards or procedures to en-
sure that these ownership stakes do 
not influence permitting, regulatory 
enforcement, contracting, and other 
agency decisions relating to these min-
ing and minerals projects. 

Before we give this administration 
yet additional power to enrich them-
selves at the expense of everyday 
Americans, let’s get some answers to 
some of these questions we have been 
asking about all this corruption and 
self-dealing. 

We have been talking about whether 
the administration should prioritize 
when it comes to doling out the limited 
capacity of the FAST–41 Permitting 
Council. If everything is a priority, 
nothing is. 

H.R. 1501 ties this and any future ad-
ministration’s hands from doing any 
prioritization to make sure that 
FAST–41 permitting is limited to crit-
ical minerals projects. 

This does nothing to help lower 
prices for Americans. It just gives gold 
mines or even mines owned by our for-
eign adversaries the same access to 
FAST–41 streamlining as minerals 
projects needed for our national or eco-
nomic security interests. 

This ties up limited staff and re-
sources meant to get nationally impor-
tant projects built faster. It gives this 
corrupt administration another tool to 
abuse, to help their buddies get ahead. 
Let’s be clear, even though the Permit-
ting Council is supposed to work with 
any eligible project that is put forward 
by a sponsor, we know that that won’t 
stop this administration from pushing 
to prioritize their favorite projects, 
which seems to be determined more 
and more by the President’s profits 
than by the public interest. 

This is an administration that has 
repeatedly put pressure on agencies to 
do favors for their buddies, whether 
that is pushing the National Park 
Service to give part of Yosemite to a 
private developer or making a call to 
the Department of Defense to speed up 
a funding deal for a mining company 
with ties to the President’s son. 
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Why would this permitting be any 

different? 
To rein in possible abuses, we did 

offer commonsense amendments to 
limit fast-track eligibility to critical 
minerals projects, projects that are by 
definition actually critical to our na-
tional and economic security, but Re-
publicans voted it down in committee 
and then blocked it from even being 
considered here on the House floor. 

Let’s be clear: This legislation is not 
about what is best for our country. It is 
about giving one more of the Presi-
dent’s favorite industries carte blanche 
for special treatment. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge opposition to this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

b 1430 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself the balance of my time. 
Mr. Speaker, in closing, this adminis-

tration has sent a clear message that 
we must support our domestic miners 
and processors. 

This legislation isn’t about our cur-
rent administration. There is a bit of 
illogic in the minority’s argument. On 
one hand, they say: Why do we need 
this legislation, because the adminis-
tration already has the authority to do 
projects under FAST–41. They are ex-
actly right, just as the Biden adminis-
tration had authority to do projects 
under FAST–41. 

Anything this administration has 
been doing to permit mining projects, 
they can still do, whether we pass this 
bill today or not. This is about the fu-
ture of mining in our country. This is 
about giving people certainty that if 
they go through the process to build a 
project, they will be able to invest and 
get a return on that project to supply 
those critical minerals and other 
mined products that are important to 
our country. 

It has also been said that the Permit-
ting Council doesn’t have the band-
width to do more projects. The Permit-
ting Council has testified that they 
are: ‘‘well situated to bring in addi-
tional projects and continue to show 
that FAST–41 works for projects of all 
shapes and sizes.’’ 

The bottom line is that supporting 
our mining industry is foundational to 
our economic and our national secu-
rity. For the United States to reestab-
lish American leadership in the mining 
sector, it is crucial that we pass this 
legislation to secure our mineral sup-
ply chains. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
1501, the Protecting Domestic Mining 
Act, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 1499, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 32 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LOUDERMILK) at 4 p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

The motion to suspend the rules and 
pass H.J. Res. 1; and 

Passage of H.R. 1501. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES TO REQUIRE 
THAT THE SUPREME COURT OF 
THE UNITED STATES BE COM-
POSED OF NINE JUSTICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 1) proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States to require that the 
Supreme Court of the United States be 
composed of nine justices, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
BIGGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 212, nays 
206, not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 293] 

YEAS—212 

Aderholt 
Alford 

Allen 
Amodei (NV) 

Arrington 
Babin 

Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Barr 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Begich 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Bresnahan 
Buchanan 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Davidson 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Downing 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Fuller 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Gill (TX) 
Gimenez 

Goldman (TX) 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Graves 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Haridopolos 
Harrigan 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Jack 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Langworthy 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McGuire 
Messmer 
Meuser 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 

Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Ogles 
Onder 
Owens 
Palmer 
Patronis 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Shreve 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Stutzman 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner (OH) 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Epps 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Wied 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—206 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amo 
Ansari 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bell 
Bera 
Bishop 
Blair 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bynum 
Carbajal 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cisneros 

Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dexter 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Elfreth 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Evans (PA) 

Fields 
Figures 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Friedman 
Frost 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gillen 
Golden (ME) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, V. 
Goodlander 
Gottheimer 
Gray 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
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