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for younger generations and expands
workforce development for businesses
across our Commonwealth.

This institute doesn’t just impact
Penn State. It reaches people across
the State, the country, and the mili-
tary personnel who rely on these tech-
nologies.

The university’s continued leadership
serves our Commonwealth now and for
generations to come.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the leading en-
gineers, scientists, Federal officials,
and businessowners who are dedicated
to improving our country’s national
defense.

I congratulate Penn State on this
historic achievement.

———

RECOGNIZING WILL PLUNKETT

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize one of my constitu-
ents, Will Plunkett, who was recently
selected by the Baltimore Orioles in
the 2026 Major League Baseball draft.

Will graduated from Mamaroneck
High School this spring, where he led
the baseball team to the Section 1
championship as the starting short-
stop.

During his senior season, Will had
nearly a .500 batting average, hitting 6
home runs, knocking in 28 RBIs, and
stealing 23 bases.

Mamaroneck High School baseball
coach Mike Chiapparelli describes
Plunkett as a heck of a baseball player,
being able to stay calm in a high-pres-
sure situation, kind of like politics.

Mr. Speaker, from the floor of the
House of Representatives, I congratu-
late the Plunkett family and Will per-
sonally on this momentous accomplish-
ment. I look forward to seeing Will on
a professional baseball field very soon
and on my television set thereafter.

———

SOUTH CAROLINA THRIVING WITH
TRUMP

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, under the progrowth agenda
of President Donald Trump—and
backed by Republicans, Governor
Henry McMaster, Speaker Murrell
Smith, and Senate President Thomas
Alexander—South Carolina is one of
the fastest growing States in America,
driven by the creation of jobs and af-
fordability.

South Carolinians are achieving big-
ger paychecks, opportunity, business
growth, and creating jobs.

The Working Families Tax Cuts Act
keeps money in the pockets of families
and seniors. Workers no longer pay
taxes on overtime. Seniors benefit
from the deduction on Social Security.
Taxpayers saw average tax refunds
reach over $3,000.
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South Carolina’s gross domestic
product is $393 billion, increasing by
$26 billion since the current Trump ad-
ministration. Promises made. Promises
kept.

In conclusion, God bless our troops.
Trump is reinstituting peace through
strength, revealing that war criminal
Putin lies, insulting Trump and mock-
ing Trump. Yesterday, Putin an-
nounced: ‘‘Necessary assistance’ to
Iran as Putin provided Iran targeting
assistance to kill Americans and our
Gulf allies with new missile strikes
today.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF BARBARA MATTESON

(Mrs. GRIJALVA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Barbara Matteson of Tucson, Arizona.

I can’t think of a major education
event, rally, or protest in Tucson
where I didn’t see Barbara front and
center.

A lifelong educator, the first in her
family to go to college, Barbara spent
over 38 years as a classroom teacher in
the Tucson Unified School Direct. As
mentioned in her obituary, her ability
to make learning fun and meaningful
left a lasting impact. Being out and
about in Tucson with Barbara inevi-
tably meant being stopped by a former
student who would share their stories
of how she influenced their lives.

As a union organizer and fierce advo-
cate for public education, Barbara
dedicated herself to fighting for our
students, our teachers, and our schools.
She showed up, She spoke up, and she
never stopped standing up for what she
believed was right.

Barbara was not only a champion for
education, she was a friend and some-
one who made our community stronger
through her service and her commit-
ment.

To Barbara, I thank her for always
fighting for our students, teachers, and
schools. To Barbara’s family, I thank
them for sharing her with us.

Mr. Speaker, may my friend rest in
peace. I will always remember her.

————

RECOGNIZING JEFFREY A. KATZ

(Mr. McGUIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, we
wouldn’t have a country without our
brave men and women in law enforce-
ment who risk their lives to keep us
safe.

Today, I have the privilege of recog-
nizing a friend, a constituent, and a
former law enforcement officer, Jeffrey
A. Katz, from Virginia’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, whose dedication to
honoring law enforcement officers has
made a profound impact across central
Virginia.
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Jeffrey A. Katz established the Lieu-
tenant Jan McTernan Blue Friday
Honor, a recognition that has been be-
stowed to many Federal, State, county,
and city officers for their service and
sacrifice.

Mr. Katz’ unwavering support to the
law enforcement community extends
far beyond the establishment of this
honor. He is also a board certified men-
tal health coach specializing in serv-
ices for first responders and holds the
certified advanced peer support pro-
vider designation from the Virginia
Peer Support Association.

Mr. Katz is an exemplary member of
the Commonwealth, and I thank him
for his commitment to the law enforce-
ment community.

———

HONORING MAYOR REGGIE JONES

(Mr. BELL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, this isn’t
about politics. This is about a friend, a
good man, a husband, a father, a
superhero, whose not-so-secret power
was that he just happened to be one
hell of a public servant, not to mention
his sport coat game which was un-
matched.

I don’t have to talk about my per-
sonal experience with him as a mentor,
as a leader, and partner on countless
initiatives that always were about
making things better for the people of
Dellwood and of St. Louis County.

When unrest ensued in 2014, Mayor
Reggie Jones refused to let Dellwood be
forgotten in the shadow of its nation-
ally known neighbor. If that wasn’t
enough, he had another super, also not-
so-secret, power, his service to our
kids.

Reggie poured countless hours into
our young people long before he held
public office. For more than 30 years,
Reggie served as the Herbert Hoover
Club director for the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater St. Louis.

The entire community mourns with
his lovely wife, Rukiya; his children;
family; and loved ones and is here for
them.

I will continue to honor Reggie by
doing exactly what he would be doing if
he were with us now, through work, the
work for Dellwood, for St. Louis Coun-
ty, for our youth and anyone who needs
a helping hand.

Cool Reggie Jones, may his memory
be a blessing and may his example be
our charge. My friend will be missed.

——

O 1220
HONORING KENNY COX

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to my friend Kenny Cox,
who passed away in July following a
battle against Parkinson’s disease.
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Kenny led a life defined by service,
courage, and unwavering commitment
to the men and women of our Nation’s
firefighters and emergency medical re-
sponse teams.

A firefighter right out of high school,
Kenny was forced into early retirement
because of a midcareer injury, but
Kenny couldn’t walk away from the
cause he loved. For 37 years, he served
in elected leadership roles in the Inter-
national Association of Fire Fighters,
including as its president.

Kenny was the longest-serving elect-
ed official in the union’s history, re-
cipient of the District of Columbia’s
Silver Medal for Valor, and the IAFF’s
unofficial press secretary.

He valued service to others and love
of community and country, and both of
these informed his work as a firefighter
and as an organizer.

As I noted at the dedication cere-
mony naming the IAFF Local 36 build-
ing in his honor, his hallmark was a
profound care for his local members,
their families, and the quality of train-
ing needed to keep our communities
and firefighters safe.

On behalf of the Congressional Fire
Services Caucus leadership, I extend
my condolences to his son, Ken Jr.; his
sister, Karen Hallman; and his entire
family.

Kenny’s wife sadly passed away after
61 years of marriage last year, and
their beloved daughter, Michelle, who
sang so beautifully at the annual Fall-
en Firefighters Memorial Service that
so many Members have attended, lost
her battle to cancer in 2020.

May Kenny’s memory be a blessing
and comfort to all who serve on the fire

line and the emergency response
teams.
————
END HUNGER NOW
(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCcGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, over
the August recess, I had the pleasure of
visiting the incredible work being done
by Verde Vida at their La Casita site
and popup market at an elementary
school in the Washington Heights
neighborhood of New York City.

Across multiple school-based sites in
the city, Verde Vida and their partners
work to rescue and repurpose perfectly
good but unused fresh produce to dis-
tribute to families in need.

Along with my colleague Congress-
man ADRIANO HESPAILLAT, we got to
visit with students participating in
summer programming at the Magnet
School of Inquiry and Expression.

Students had the opportunity to pick
out healthy snacks at La Casita’s com-
munity fridge and then fill a bag of
fresh fruits and veggies to bring home
to their families. Seeing the kids’ ex-
citement over choosing fun and
healthy snacks brought a huge smile to
my face.

Mr. Speaker, we ought to be uplifting
more innovative models like Verde
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Vida that address food waste, promote
nutrition and learning, and are rooted
in trusted community spaces.

We can and should end hunger now.

RECOGNIZING 10TH ANNIVERSARY
OF CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF THE
ARTS—SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

(Mr. CISNEROS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the California School of the Arts in
the San Gabriel Valley.

Over the past decade, this special in-
stitution has inspired so many talented
young students in California’s 31st Dis-
trict to embrace their creativity and
pursue their dreams as artists.

I visited the campus earlier this year
and saw firsthand the talent on dis-
play. Students here are equally dedi-
cated to academic excellence and mas-
tering the artistic process. It is truly
an inspiration to witness.

To the staff and educators, I con-
gratulate them on their 10-year anni-
versary of setting our California-31 stu-
dents up with the foundation for suc-
cess.

Best of luck on the new school year,
and I wish them all success in their fu-
ture academic and creative endeavors.

————————

RECOGNIZING DYCKMAN
BASKETBALL

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this afternoon in recognition and honor
of the positive impact of Dyckman
Basketball and what it has had on the
communities of Inwood, Washington
Heights, and across Upper Manhattan.

All summer, players and fans from
the community descend on the famed
court on 204th Street. I may say that
the entire city goes there because of its
caliber. In the 1980s, Kenny Stevens,
Omar Booth, and Michael Jenkins es-
tablished the Dyckman Tournament,
seeing that basketball was a positive
outlet for neighborhoods that were in
the throes of the crack epidemic.

Sharon Bond and Kenneth Stevens
continue to be the leaders of this pro-
gram. Since then, it has grown tremen-
dously and now is viewed as the pre-
mier—not one of the premiers, but the
premier—street ball contest program
in the country, which draws crowds,
sponsors, and talent from across the
Nation.

The courts are equally packed and
lively during pickup games and exhi-
bition games, which include top talent
such as Kyrie Irving, J.R. Smith, and
Kevin Durant.

Basketball is integral to the identity
and passion of New York’s 13th Dis-
trict. We have the Dyckman Tour-
nament and staff to thank for it.
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Don’t forget: Go Knicks.

HONORING KENT LEE SACK

(Mr. DESAULNIER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a friend and a
local hero in the San Francisco Bay
Area, Dr. Kent Lee Sack, who sadly
passed away in June.

Dr. Sack, after completing a family
medicine residency at the Contra Costa
Regional Medical Center, was drafted
into the Navy after his residency,
where he served as a Marine Corps sur-
geon in combat in Vietnam.

Returning to the bay area after his
military service, Kent became an early
provider of HIV care during the AIDS
epidemic and established social serv-
ices for patients, deeply connected to
his patients.

Kent’s commitment to social justice
led him to leadership roles in the Bay
Area Physicians for Human Rights and
the Rainbow Community Center in
Concord, California.

Kent will be remembered for his com-
passion and his commitment to equal-
ity.

Please join me in honoring this great
American and a dear friend, Dr. Sack,
for his life of service to our community
and our country.

———
SPEAKING OUT FOR FREEDOM

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to what is hap-
pening in Hong Kong, especially to
Joshua Wong. As a teenager, he led
millions of people to the streets of
Hong Kong to speak out for democracy
and for freedom in Hong Kong and for
the Chinese Government to honor its
commitment to the Basic Law, which
was the foundation of the transition in
1997 from Great Britain to the Chinese
Government having control over Hong
Kong.

Speaking out for freedom should not
be against the law. Since the Basic
Law, the Chinese have passed a secu-
rity law, which is anything but secu-
rity. It is a repression law. Under this
law, Joshua Wong has pleaded guilty to
speaking out for freedom. He said: Yes,
I have done that.

He can be sentenced to life for speak-
ing out for freedom.

This House, this Congress, has always
been bipartisan in joining together for
freedom, whether it is in Hong Kong,
whether in Tibet, or wherever in China,
and for human rights in China. Let us
not forget Joshua Wong at this time
and not forget Jimmy Lai at the other
end of life. Joshua Wong is a young
teenager who is doing this now, or in
his early twenties. Jimmy Lai is to-
ward the end of his life in prison.
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