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surrounded by his family. He is now re-
united with ZZ Top’s base player, 
Dusty Hill. 

As a teenager, Frank picked up the 
drums, and he never looked back. From 
1966 to 1968, Frank played alongside 
Dusty Hill in the band American Blues 
before the two of them joined up with 
Billy Gibbons and formed the iconic 
band ZZ Top and made history. 

In 1970, that classic trio, Billy, 
Dusty, and Frank, played their first 
show at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
in Beaumont, Texas. From that night 
on, the trio stayed together for over 
half a century, putting out hit after hit 
and entertaining millions of fans all 
over the world. 

Frank’s steady Texas backbeat was 
the foundation of that sound. He kept 
ZZ Top’s rhythm locked in for more 
than 50 years. 

Billy Gibbons said it best: ‘‘The 
world lost one of the most naturally in-
novative drummers and a great and 
true son of Texas.’’ 

I know Frank is deeply missed by his 
wife, Debbie, his three children, the 
whole ZZ Top family, and fans all over 
the world. 

Frank Beard will always be a staple 
of Texas and rock and roll history. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I will miss 
seeing my friend, Frank, on the golf 
course and riding around in his sports 
car in Pecan Grove. Rest in peace. May 
God bless him. 

f 

OPERATION MIDWAY BLITZ 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in recognition of 1 year 
since the Federal Government under 
the Trump administration invaded Chi-
cago, an American city, through Oper-
ation Midway Blitz. 

President Trump was elected prom-
ising to go after ‘‘the worst of the 
worst,’’ but what we saw in Chicago 
was a spree of violence committed by 
masked goons against nonviolent citi-
zens who overwhelmingly had no crimi-
nal records. 

These Federal agents racially 
profiled people, pepper-sprayed neigh-
borhoods, ripped families apart, and 
conducted military-style raids all to 
please much of the racist MAGA base. 
They did it all solely based on the color 
of a person’s skin or the work they did: 
construction workers, landscapers, and 
street vendors like the beloved woman 
outside my district office who simply 
sold tamales. 

Then they held these people in ap-
palling conditions at the Broadview 
ICE Processing Center and beat those 
who protested outside. 

ICE agents killed Silverio Villegas 
Gonzalez after he dropped his children 
off at school and then blatantly lied 
about it. Border Patrol Agent Charles 
Exum shot Marimar Martinez, a Mon-
tessori teacher, five times and bragged 

about it. All of this violence was 
brought on by their own government. 
It is shameful. 

Donald Trump and his top officials, 
including white supremacist Stephen 
Miller, tried to take our dignity and di-
vide our community, but they failed. 

The people of Chicago organized. We 
armed ourselves with whistles, phones, 
and our U.S. Constitution. We looked 
after each other. Rapid response orga-
nizers kept the community informed. 
Volunteers organized walking groups 
and carpools to get our children safely 
to school. Churches and nonprofits de-
livered groceries for those who were 
afraid to leave their homes. 

In the face of this massive opposi-
tion, the Federal Government largely 
backed down. One year later, people in 
Chicago are stronger, but many remain 
fearful and traumatized. Many of these 
agents continue to operate with impu-
nity and no respect for due process. 

However, efforts to hold these agents 
accountable are moving forward. These 
criminals cannot continue free and im-
mune after the heinous acts they com-
mitted while working under DHS. Op-
eration Midway Blitz serves as a tragic 
example of why DHS cannot be re-
formed. It is a rogue, lawless agency 
built to harm us. It must be disman-
tled, and in its place, we must rebuild 
an immigration system that keeps us 
safe and honors humanity. 

When Democrats take over Congress 
and ultimately the White House, we 
must act. It has been over 40 years 
since immigration reform, and we are 
seeing what that is doing and has done 
to communities under this administra-
tion. 

Communities like mine can no longer 
wait. 

HONORING RAUL MUNOZ 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life of Raul 
Munoz, a beloved community member, 
entrepreneur, and cultural steward 
whose work contributed to my commu-
nity’s gastronomic richness. 

Raul helped make Little Village the 
vibrant center of Mexican culture and 
community that we know today. He 
first became connected to Taquerias 
Atotonilco while delivering ingredients 
in the early 1970s, eventually pur-
chasing the restaurant and ensuring its 
authentic flavors remain a part of 26th 
Street, cementing it as one of Little 
Village’s most enduring institutions. 

Raul’s legacy is more than his res-
taurant. It is about family, hard work, 
and the enduring connection between 
heritage and community. Raul showed 
that even when people leave their 
homeland, we never leave our culture 
behind. We carry it with us and root it 
in our communities just like Raul did. 

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts are with 
Raul’s family and loved ones. May he 
rest in peace, and may his legacy live 
on in the community he helped build. 

b 1030 

CATHERINE WATTS CELEBRATES 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. CLINE of Virginia was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Catherine Watts of Buchanan, 
Virginia, who celebrated her 100th 
birthday on August 17, 2026. 

For 100 years, Catherine’s life has 
been rooted in Buchanan. She has built 
a life defined by faith, family, hard 
work, and service to her community. 

For more than 75 years, she has been 
a devoted member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church, serving on commit-
tees, singing in the choir, and con-
tinuing to give back to her church and 
her community. 

Catherine spent 45 years with Lee’s 
Carpets and Burlington Industries, 
raised a family, and served organiza-
tions throughout the region. 

She and her late husband, Joseph, 
shared 53 years of marriage and raised 
a family grounded in faith and strong 
values. Catherine says: ‘‘God has been 
good to me.’’ Her life is a testament to 
those blessings. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Catherine Watts on 100 re-
markable years and wishing her con-
tinued health and happiness. 

RECOGNIZING PHOENIX WOOD 16U FASTPITCH 
SOFTBALL TEAM 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Virginia Phoenix 
Wood 16U Fastpitch softball team of 
Vinton, Virginia, for capturing the 2026 
USA Softball One True National Cham-
pionship. These talented young women 
completed an undefeated tournament 
run, averaging 10 runs per game, while 
outscoring their opponents 67–9, and 
finishing with an outstanding .490 team 
batting average. 

This outstanding team includes Alex-
is McFarland, Lilly Gillispie, Addie 
Lowry, Tinley Humphries, Averi 
Fuller, Heidi Dixon, Jocelyn Weddle, 
Morgan Smith, Elissa Caricofe, 
Madelynn Ray, Katelyn Mills, Olivia 
Pierce, Kenley Cundiff, Gianna Pitzer, 
Zoe Sartin, Emma Sartin, Madison 
McDaniel, Ava DeJesus, Matilyn 
Gouldthorpe, and Ashleigh Johnson. 

I also commend Head Coach Allen 
Wood and Assistant Coaches Kassie 
Brammer and Ashley McCallum for 
their exceptional leadership and dedi-
cation to these young women. 

I congratulate the Virginia Phoenix 
on this remarkable achievement. Their 
hard work, sportsmanship, and perse-
verance have brought great pride to 
Vinton, to the Roanoke Valley, and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. I wish 
them continued success. 

RECOGNIZING THE STRASBURG HIGH FOOTBALL 
TEAM 

Mr. CLINE. I rise today, Mr. Speaker, 
to recognize an extraordinary achieve-
ment by a high school football program 
from the Shenandoah Valley of Vir-
ginia. The Strasburg High School Rams 
captured the first State football cham-
pionship in their school history, defeat-
ing Glenvar High School 49–27 in the 
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Class 2 State final on December 13, 
2025. 

Strasburg’s come-from-behind vic-
tory under the leadership of second 
year Head Coach Tripp Lamb showed 
resilience and composure. Senior Brady 
Knight, playing both running back and 
linebacker, helped lead the comeback 
and finished as one of three Rams to 
rush for over 100 yards. Juniors Quincy 
Williams and Linkyn Bosworth also 
surpassed the century mark on the 
ground, while Williams delivered game- 
changing defensive play. Quarterback 
Brayden Hough added a late rushing 
score to seal the victory. 

Mr. Speaker, this win belongs to not 
only this year’s team, but to decades of 
Strasburg athletes and coaches, includ-
ing Jeff Smoot, Glenn Proctor, and 
Mark Roller, who laid the foundation 
for success. 

This championship is a testament to 
perseverance, teamwork, and a commu-
nity that never stopped believing. I 
proudly commend the Strasburg High 
School Rams on making history. 

NATIONAL NEWS ON IMMIGRATION 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to speak about the recent arrests of 
1,328 illegal immigrants across Vir-
ginia. Among those arrested were indi-
viduals wanted for serious crimes, in-
cluding murder, rape, sexual assault, 
kidnapping, DUI, and attempted mur-
der. 

During the Biden administration, our 
immigration laws went unenforced. 
When individuals who entered our 
country illegally are allowed to remain 
in our communities, the rule of law is 
undermined and public safety is put at 
risk. Govern Spanberger and prosecu-
tors like Fairfax Commonwealth Attor-
ney Steve Descano are making it hard-
er to enforce our immigration laws, 
weaken cooperation with ICE, and re-
move dangerous criminals from our 
communities. 

The Trump administration and House 
Republicans are taking action to re-
store accountability and protect our 
communities. These efforts not only 
make Virginia safer but also strength-
en public safety across our entire Na-
tion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DELAWARE 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCDOWELL). The Chair recognizes the 
Member from Delaware, Representa-
tive MCBRIDE, for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MCBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, last 
month, the Delaware Community 
Foundation celebrated 40 years of con-
tributing to the social and financial 
health of the First State. 

Initially pioneered by my predecessor 
in this Chamber and our former Gov-
ernor, Pete DuPont, the Delaware 
Community Foundation is one of the 
top 100 community foundations in the 
country and has spent the last four 
decades infusing financial support into 
critical initiatives, community part-
ners, nonprofits, and education for 
Delawareans across our State. 

Today, DCF is led by my friend and 
neighbor, Stuart Comstock-Gay, a 
community leader who is dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for all 
Delawareans. 

Over the last 40 years, DCF has en-
gaged in philanthropy, community col-
laboration, and thoughtful investments 
in medical research, scholarships for 
students, nonprofit support, and im-
proving health equity. 

DCF, like community foundations 
across the country is a critical driver 
of investment that can and have made 
a difference in the lives of every Dela-
warean. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate DCF on 
this tremendous milestone, and I thank 
them for their decades of enduring sup-
port and community impact that have 
shaped the lives of countless Dela-
wareans. 

REMEMBER 9/11 
Ms. MCBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to remember the lives lost 25 
years ago on September 11, 2001. What 
started as a beautiful Tuesday in Sep-
tember turned into a day of horror, as 
nearly 3,000 lives were lost in the dead-
liest terrorist attack against our Na-
tion in history. Two and a half decades 
later, our hearts go out to all those for 
whom that day brought a fateful call, 
for some from a loved one in a plane or 
trapped in a burning building and for 
others, in the hours or days after, to 
learn that their missing parent, child, 
or sibling had perished. 

Across our country, Americans will 
gather for this somber commemoration 
to pay tribute to the lives lost in 
Lower Manhattan, Northern Virginia, 
and western Pennsylvania, and to re-
commit to the charge echoed so often 
in the aftermath of the attacks to 
never forget. 

Let us never forget the tragedy and 
loss of that day nor the heroism that 
illuminated a nation in one of its dark-
est hours. As planes were hijacked, 
fires raged, and fear struck in the 
hearts of Americans everywhere, he-
roes literally ran into the fire and 
charged a cabin, sacrificing themselves 
to save others; first responders flocked 
to the Twin Towers and into the Pen-
tagon to save lives; and firefighters, 
police officers, medical providers, and 
ordinary citizens confronted death and 
destruction to save as many lives as 
they could. 

As the long effort to find those miss-
ing began after the towers fell, many 
left their own families to focus full 
time on digging through smoldering 
rubble to find as many survivors as 
possible. Many who dedicated months 
of their lives to that rescue mission 
saw their own lives cut tragically short 
from the toxins they inhaled at Ground 
Zero. 

The sacrifice of those on the ground 
was matched by those in the air above 
Pennsylvania that morning, as the 
bravery of passengers on Flight 93 
saved countless lives in our Nation’s 
Capital. Once they realized the fate be-
fore them—targeting either the White 

House or the very building we stand in 
today—they decided to act. These pas-
sengers, who were strangers just 2 
hours before, joined together to inter-
vene in a cruel plot to attack the very 
symbols of freedom and democracy. 

That was the power of the heroism on 
and after September 11. There were no 
strangers to those who risked every-
thing to save anyone. 

As I stand in this Chamber 25 years 
later, I remain as inspired by their 
service and sacrifice as I was as an 11- 
year-old watching on TV. 

When I think about how scared all of 
us were on that day, I am reminded of 
one of my favorite quotes from Mr. 
Rogers, who shared that when he was 
young and used to see something scary 
on the news, his mother would tell him 
to look for the helpers. 

On that day and in the days and 
weeks that followed, helpers were ev-
erywhere. Heroes were everywhere. Mr. 
Speaker, 25 years later, let us not only 
remember, but let us also recommit 
ourselves to summoning just a fraction 
of the courage of the helpers in the 
wake of that tragedy. 

May God bless the memories of those 
lost, and may we remember the endur-
ing legacy of courage that saved lives 
two and a half decades ago. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SHANNON BINGHAM 
(Mr. BACON of Nebraska was recog-

nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Shannon Bingham 
of Omaha, Nebraska. 

Shannon is an entrepreneur, keynote 
speaker, author, and advocate whose 
life and service have been profoundly 
shaped by the power of adoption. Re-
cently named a two-time Nebraska 
Merit Mother of the Year, Shannon has 
dedicated her life to strengthening 
families, supporting children, and rais-
ing awareness about adoption. 

Her advocacy began in her own home 
when Shannon adopted her son Seth. 
She quickly realized that adoption is 
not simply about welcoming a child 
into a family. It is a lifelong commit-
ment to unconditional love, under-
standing, and growth. Like many adop-
tive families, their story has been 
filled with both joy and significant 
challenges. Through it all, Shannon de-
veloped an understanding of the unique 
needs of adoptees and the importance 
of ensuring families have the resources 
they need to thrive. 

What began as a personal family 
journey has grown into a powerful mis-
sion to help others. In 2023, Shannon, 
Seth, and their family stood alongside 
Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen as he 
proclaimed National Adoption Aware-
ness Month in the State of Nebraska. 
Since then, this inspiring mother-and- 
son duo have continued to use their 
voices to support families navigating 
their own adoption paths. 

Today, Shannon continues as an 
adoptive family mentor with the Ne-
braska Children’s Home Society. In 
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