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Armed Services and the Committee on 
Appropriations, providing oversight of 
naval shipbuilding and procurement. 

Most recently, Jason served as Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for ship pro-
grams and Acting Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy for research, development, 
and acquisition, where he drove our 
fleet’s modernization. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House join me 
in congratulating Mr. Potter as he re-
tires from Federal service. His pro-
found patriotism, excellent leadership, 
and tireless work ethic leave an endur-
ing legacy that has strengthened our 
national defense. 

f 

b 1830 

FAILING ECONOMIC POLICIES 

(Ms. MORRISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of Minnesotans who 
continue to be forced to pay for the 
President’s failing economic policies. 

President Trump’s tariffs have cost 
Minnesotans alone $4.8 billion, and for 
what? For a debunked policy that is 
raising costs, damaging our economy, 
and alienating our allies? For taking 
the American people’s money during a 
cost-of-living crisis to bankroll his cor-
rupt, inexplicable war? Now he is esca-
lating with Canada, of all places, one of 
our Nation’s strongest allies and Min-
nesota’s number one trade partner. 

Why would we ever pick a fight with 
Canada? This will be a disaster for our 
small businesses, farmers, and every 
Minnesotan who is going to have to 
pay higher prices because of tariffs on 
everything from steel to kitchen appli-
ances to hockey sticks. 

We are not powerless, and it begs the 
question yet again: When will the Re-
publican majority stand up to this 
President and represent the American 
people? If Trump won’t end this trade 
war, Congress has to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOE COOPER 

(Mr. BURLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Joe Cooper of 
Springfield, better known to a lot of 
folks as ‘‘Joe the Barber.’’ 

Joe has been cutting hair in Spring-
field since 1970 and has owned Cooper’s 
Clippers since 1983. For five decades, 
Joe has cut hair. He has cut my hair. 
He has cut my father’s hair. He has cut 
the hair of nearly everyone I know. 

Joe has told jokes. He has told sto-
ries. They solve the problems of the 
world right there in the barber shop, 
and he has gotten to know generations 
of Springfield families. 

He is also a huge Cardinals fan. Joe 
has accurately called the Dodgers the 
best team that money could buy. So if 
you are a Dodgers fan sitting in his 
chair, you may want to keep that to 
yourself until the haircut is finished. 

Ask Joe what he will miss most, and 
his answer is simple: The people. 

I congratulate Joe on 56 years behind 
the chair, and I thank him for being 
such a memorable part of the Spring-
field community. I wish him a joyous 
retirement, and go Cardinals. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JOHN AVILA 
(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate a young constituent, 
John Avila. 

I first met John when he was working 
toward his bachelor’s degree in the 
prelaw track of New York University. I 
met him outside of Our Lady of Angels 
Roman Catholic Church in my district, 
in the Bronx part of the district. 

As a son of Luis and Ivonne Avila, 
two Ecuadorian immigrants who set-
tled in the Bronx in the 1990s, he said 
that he noticed disparities around him 
and believed that a just legal system 
could help bridge the opportunity gap. 

After graduating from NYU, he be-
came a paralegal during COVID and en-
rolled in New York Law School. 
Through his hard work, he was able to 
graduate with his law degree in 2022. 
He now works at a personal injury 
firm. 

He says that he looks forward to 
mentoring other aspiring lawyers, es-
pecially children of immigrants. 

I congratulate John on all of his ac-
complishments. I know that his family 
is very proud of him. 

f 

REVERSE THE TIRE BAN IN 
CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. KILEY of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, today I am calling on Governor 
Newsom and the California Legislature 
to reverse the tire ban. 

Yes, that is right. In case you didn’t 
hear, California has banned tires, or at 
least 70 percent of them that don’t 
meet performance standards, under a 
new mandate, the likes of which exists 
nowhere else in the country. 

So what does this mean? Californians 
will now be forced to pay hundreds of 
dollars more by some estimates. Also, 
these tires are likely to wear out 
quicker, which means they are going to 
have to buy more expensive tires, and 
they are going to have to buy them 
more often. By the way, there is going 
to be more waste with the tires that 
get used, so it is probably bad for the 
environment, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, Californians simply 
cannot afford this when the cost of liv-

ing in our State is already higher than 
anywhere else in the country. 

When the State tried to ban gas cars 
without any sort of vote of an elected 
representative or the voters, we got 
that reversed through bipartisan legis-
lation here. I am hoping that we can 
find a way to reverse this, as well. 

California needs to stop doing things 
to make life unaffordable and needs to 
stop banning things without the vote 
of any elected representative. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AVERILL PARK 
GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

(Mr. RILEY of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RILEY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, when the stakes are highest, that is 
when upstate New Yorkers’ grit and 
toughness shows the most. Just look at 
our Averill Park Golden Knights, who 
brought home both the baseball and 
softball State championships this year. 

The baseball team went into the 
championship game as underdogs fac-
ing an undefeated opponent on a 28- 
game winning streak, but Coach 
George Brooks told his team to keep it 
simple, stay focused, stay disciplined, 
and that is what they did. 

Fred Bornn locked in and threw a 
complete game shutout, and Jeg 
Sansone drove in two runs to bring 
home the title. 

Speaking of great coaching, Maria 
Roberts led the Averill Park softball 
team to the championship in her very 
first year on the job. The Golden 
Knights built an early lead off of Emily 
Aiossa’s three-run homer, but the game 
was on the line at the top of the sixth 
with the bases loaded and nobody out 
and the opponent’s top of the order 
coming up to bat. 

Pitcher Abigail Colwill and the Gold-
en Knights defense did what upstate 
New Yorkers do under pressure: they 
dug in and got to work. They retired 
three straight, the last of which was an 
amazing catch by center fielder Mady 
Charron. 

I congratulate the Averill Park Gold-
en Knights. We are so proud of them, 
and I am honored to enter their roster 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COMMUNITY HOUS-
ING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

(Mr. GALLAGHER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Community 
Housing Improvement Program, or 
CHIP for short, a nonprofit that is 
helping working families achieve the 
American Dream of homeownership 
across the north State. 

I recently visited the community of 
Orland Park Estates housing project in 
Glenn County, where eight families re-
ceived keys to homes they helped build 
with their own hands. 
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These families put in the work. Sac-

ramento should try doing the same. In-
stead, Governor Gavin Newsom and 
Democratic politicians have passed 
costly mandates and excessive fees 
that keep driving up the price of build-
ing a home. It is now a median price of 
$900,000. California has an affordability 
crisis because Sacramento keeps mak-
ing everything less affordable. 

As a member of the Congressional 
Real Estate Caucus and a member of 
the majority, I have been able to sup-
port the More Homes on the Market 
Act, the 21st Century ROAD to Housing 
Act, and the Uplifting First-Time 
Homebuyers Act. 

Together, these bills tackle the hous-
ing crisis and make homeownership 
more affordable for working families, 
just like those eight families in Orland 
who now have keys to a new home. 

CHIP proves that the American 
Dream is still alive in the north State. 
These families worked hard for their 
homes. They earned their keys. The 
least Sacramento can do is stop mak-
ing those dreams more expensive. 

f 

HONORING HUMBERTO ORIEL 
CARDENAS 

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, Humberto 
Oriel Cardenas was a southwest Detroit 
icon, and it is with a heavy heart that 
we say good-bye. 

Beto, as we lovingly called him, dedi-
cated his life to our community in 
southwest Detroit. He loved our neigh-
borhood and created a lasting legacy. 

Beto started a long-running tradition 
of showing up to the Cinco de Mayo pa-
rade, which I remember attending as a 
young girl growing up in southwest De-
troit. 

To this day, the parade that he 
helped found celebrates Mexican com-
munity and heritage. Beto showed us 
the beauty in our diversity through his 
love for culture and community. 

He helped found La Vida magazine 
that amplified stories about Detroit’s 
Hispanic community. He also founded 
the Mexican-American Association of 
Detroit, which brought together sev-
eral Mexican musical and dance 
groups. 

He was a proud Army veteran, in-
volved in our church, and loved by his 
family and our community. We will 
continue to honor his legacy by re-
membering that our strength is in our 
diversity. 

f 

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mrs. TORRES of 
California was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader.) 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

all speakers have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous materials on the 
subject of this Special Order hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise tonight to shine the 
light on a growing problem in Federal 
detention facilities, federally owned 
and privately supervised. Every single 
day, we stand in this Chamber, look at 
that flag, and pledge ‘‘with liberty and 
justice for all.’’ 

b 1840 
Right now, those words are a hollow 

lie. Today, we learned that Edwin 
Jovanny Lopez-Cornejo, a 41-year-old 
Salvadoran man, died after a medical 
emergency at Delaney Hall in New Jer-
sey. His family says he had complained 
about not receiving his medications. 
The day before he died, he told his 
mother he had lost feeling in his face 
and arm. Now, his family is left de-
manding answers. 

Edwin is not alone. Under this ad-
ministration, immigration enforce-
ment isn’t just broken. It is lethal. We 
are witnessing a systematic deadly 
abuse of power by DHS, ICE, and Bor-
der Patrol. It is happening with com-
plete arrogant impunity. The American 
public sees exactly what is happening, 
and they have rejected it so strongly 
that some have even lost their lives 
standing up against it: Renee Good and 
Alex Pretti, to name just two. 

This chaos is not accidental. It is a 
direct result of a policy that prioritizes 
arbitrary numbers over public safety. 
Under an aggressive quota demanding 
2,000 arrests a day, raids have surged by 
600 percent. In a single month, Federal 
agents swept up 800 people every single 
day who have had zero criminal 
records, relying on broad profiling, 
street roundups, and community 
checkpoints. 

To hold this wave of arrests, deten-
tion populations have surged by 140 
percent, cramming over 60,000 human 
beings into overcrowded facilities, 
where basic standards of health, safety, 
and human dignity have broken down. 

In my home State of California, at 
the Adelanto facility, Carlitos Ricardo 
Parias, a man from Los Angeles held 
for months, filmed the filthy water de-
tainees were forced to drink. It was 
crawling with live wormlike parasites 
in their potable water, just weeks after 
a Federal judge ordered the facility to 
fix those conditions. That isn’t neg-
ligence. That is cruelty by design. 

When you treat human beings in an 
intentionally dangerous manner and 
deprive them of food that is not rotten 
and potable water, they die. Mr. Speak-
er, 76 lives have ended in ICE custody 
or immediately after release since Jan-
uary 2025. That is the highest death 
toll of any administration in its first 2 
years in more than two decades. The 
mortality rate in ICE detention has ex-
ploded fourfold. 

What is the administration’s re-
sponse? To limit their own oversight 
visits, cutting them in half, from twice 
a year to once a year, and in some 
cases to once every 2 years. 

They have purchased privately con-
tracted facilities to prevent State and 
local oversight. They think that chang-
ing the paperwork will wipe the blood 
off their hands. We all know that it 
will not. 

I am the mother of a law enforce-
ment officer. I know what it means to 
wear a badge. I know the sacrifice re-
quired to protect a community. Let me 
be crystal clear: Protect the badge. Do 
not protect the bad behavior. 

When you excuse abuse, when you 
shield rogue agents, when you fail to 
hold Federal officers to the same basic 
standards as a basic peace officer in 
any city across the country, you de-
stroy public trust and disgrace every 
honest officer trying to do his or her 
best to protect their community. 

I know the terror of this abuse per-
sonally. When we tried to conduct 
oversight, ICE responded by shooting 
CS gas and then lied about it. A vehicle 
matching an ICE van once tried to run 
me off the freeway, right in my dis-
trict. So when I ask what an innocent 
family is supposed to do when an un-
marked vehicle chases them down a 
highway; I am not asking simply to 
ask a question. I am exposing a dan-
gerous, lawless reality. 

We cannot look away. Congress can-
not remain silent while the executive 
branch operates a deadly machine of 
abuse, intimidation, military grade 
weapons, and imprisonment. 

When Members of Congress or Sen-
ators try to reduce deaths in custody 
and conduct oversight, they should 
never be met with lethal force. Liberty 
and justice for all does not end at the 
gates of a detention center. It does not 
disappear on a dark highway. 

These 76 people mean something. 
They are our neighbors. They are our 
friends. They are our relatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT), chair-
man of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus. 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Thank you, Con-
gresswoman TORRES, for your leader-
ship on this issue and convening us 
here tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to force-
fully speak against the Trump adminis-
tration’s horrific ICE abuses and to de-
mand accountability for the deaths of 
76 individuals that have died at the 
hands of DHS since the start of 2025. 
Whether in ICE detention or due to vio-
lence in our street, DHS is responsible 
for the deaths of 35 individuals—and 
one more today—this year. 

The American public is outraged at 
the brutality of ICE, and they demand 
accountability. We demand account-
ability. For that reason, Members of 
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
went to court in order to access those 
detention centers so that we could ex-
ercise our oversight duties and make 
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