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Mr. Speaker, in his retirement, he
did more philanthropic work around
the world at his own expense than peo-
ple will ever know. The unsung hero of
Vietnam, our county supervisor, a man
of simple means and no ambition, did
so much for those who needed him. He
will be honored and missed.

——
WATER IS LIFE

(Mr. VASQUEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, in New
Mexico, water is life, and it is our econ-
omy.

In 1902, the Federal Government rec-
ognized this harsh reality, passing the
Reclamation Act to make arid Western
lands agriculturally productive.

In that negotiation, they gave States
like New Mexico the right to allocate
and adjudicate its own water resources.
Today, those rights are being violated.
Don’t ask me. Ask Luna County farm-
ers and ranchers who are currently see-
ing droves of unauthorized wells being
drilled by the Federal Government
right by their pastures, stealing their
water. It has to stop.

For generations, ranching families in
this border community have relied on
water from the Mimbres and Hachita
Basin to sustain their herds and their
way of life. When the feds needed
water, they bought it or they trucked
in. Recently they said: Why buy it
when we can steal it?

Our ranchers follow the State’s water
laws. DHS doesn’t, and it appears they
don’t care either. DHS contractors
today are drilling deep new wells in
Luna County for border wall construc-
tion, depleting this vital water source
with no regard for permitting, State
law, or the impact to border ranchers.

Mr. Speaker, we all support border
security, but we don’t support unau-
thorized well drilling that’s draining
precious resources. I stand with our
ranchers.

——
HONORING THE LONG FAMILY

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a beloved Utah family
whose lives were lost this past week in
a flash flood in Wayne County.

Provo Fire Captain Spencer Long; his
wife, Katrina; and their three sons,
Reid, Thayne, and Gage, were camping
when they were caught in floodwaters.

They are survived by their daughter
and sister, Lydia, who now faces this
unimaginable loss.

Mr. Speaker, the Longs are among
the very best Utah has to offer. Utahns
mourn together. No words will ade-
quately express the profound loss that
Lydia is now experiencing.

On behalf of Utah, we offer our deep-
est condolences to her, Provo Fire &
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Rescue, the city of Mona, and all those
who loved the Longs. To many, the
thought of continuing without them is
unimaginable. Yet, we hold fast in the
Heavenly Father’s promise that the
Lord is near unto them that are of a
broken heart.

Mr. Speaker, today we pray that His
presence be especially near Lydia and
all of those who mourn. Mr. Speaker, I
ask you to join me in a moment of si-
lence.

For Lydia and those who mourn the
Longs’ passing, may God bless and
comfort you.

———
MOURNING LOSS OF LONG FAMILY

(Mr. KENNEDY of Utah asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today alongside my fellow
Utahns to mourn and celebrate the life
and sudden passing of Captain Spencer
Long of Provo Fire & Rescue; his wife,
Katrina; and three sons, Reid, Thayne
and Gage.

They were lost on Friday, July 17,
2026, near Sunglow Campground in
Wayne County, Utah, about 165 miles
south of Salt Lake City. We are all
struggling to deal with the passing of
the Long family in such an unexpected
and tragic manner.

We are granted each day with no
guarantee of the next. Thus, I have
come to believe that the highest meas-
ure of a life is not found in how long it
was lived but in the depth of love, serv-
ice, and devotion given to others along
the way.

By this measurement, the Long fam-
ily was extraordinarily successful. Cap-
tain Spencer Long spent his life an-
swering the call when others were in
peril. As a leader with Provo Fire &
Rescue, his courage, calm demeanor,
and steadfast brotherhood protected
countless families across Utah. When
disaster struck, Captain Long was al-
ways among the first to run toward the
danger.

Alongside him stood Katrina, a dedi-
cated mother, a community leader,
former Mona city councilmember, and
an entrepreneur whose kindness and vi-
brant spirit enriched every life she
touched.

Together, Spencer and Katrina built
a home grounded in warmth, service,
and adventure. Reid, Thayne, and Gage
inherited that same joy for life.

To Lydia, their surviving daughter,
please know that you do not carry this
unimaginable loss alone. The fire de-
partment, your neighbors, and a griev-
ing State surround you with our love,
our prayers, and an enduring promise
to stand by your side in the days and
the years ahead. I am heartened to see
the generosity of so many who donated
to the fund for your needs going for-
ward. This is just a small token of our
long-term commitment to watch over
you and provide for your care. I know
these many donations are deeply appre-
ciated.
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Though this wonderful family was
taken from us far too soon, their leg-
acy of selfless service, love, and devo-
tion remains an example to us all. May
we honor them by serving one another
with the same dedication they showed
every day, and may peace rest upon
their memories.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Matthew
Hanley, one of his secretaries.

——
0 1120

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE SARA JACOBS, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KENNEDY of Utah) laid before the House
the following communication from the
Honorable SARA JACOBS, Member of
Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 21, 2026.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I, Rep-
resentative Sara Jacobs, have been served
with a subpoena for documents issued by the
San Diego Superior Court.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is not consistent
with the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
SARA JACOBS,
Member of Congress.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1438 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 8800.

Will the gentleman from Colorado
(Mr. HURD) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
8800) to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2027 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes, with Mr. HURD in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday,
July 21, 2026, amendment No. 26 printed
in part A of House Report 119-755 of-
fered by the gentleman from North
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Carolina (Mr. MCDOWELL) had been dis-
posed of.
AMENDMENT NO. 28 OFFERED BY MR. SELF

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 28 printed
in part A of House Report 119-755.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of title V, add the following new
subtitle:

Subtitle  —Military Chaplains
Modernization Act of 2026
SEC. 5 . SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“Military
Chaplains Modernization Act of 2026°.

SEC.5 . FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Religion and religious liberty have al-
ways served an essential role in society, cul-
ture, and military service, making them nec-
essary for good democratic governance and a
strong military.

(2) George Washington, as a young colonel,
recognized the importance of religious prac-
tice for his soldiers, repeatedly requesting
chaplains for his troops and periodically per-
forming religious duties himself.

(3) When the Second Continental Congress
established the Continental Army in June
1775, it recommended ‘‘all officers and sol-
diers diligently to attend Divine Service’’.

(4) In 1775, at the behest of George Wash-
ington, then General of the Continental
Army, the Second Continental Congress es-
tablished the Federal chaplaincy that is in
existence to this day, making it one of the
oldest military services provided for Amer-
ican troops.

(5) From their earliest days, military chap-
lains have existed to provide pastoral care,
meeting the religious needs of members of
the Armed Forces and their families.

(6) In 1775, the Continental Congress, un-
derstanding the significance of chaplaincy,
similarly instructed its fledgling navy that,
“The commanders of the ships of the Thir-
teen United Colonies are to take care that
divine services be performed twice a day on
board, and a sermon preached on Sundays,
unless bad weather or other extraordinary
accidents prevent it.”.

(7) John Adams instructed his Secretary of
the Navy on the influence of a Navy chap-
laincy, stating, “I know not whether the
commanders of our ships have given much
attention to this subject [chaplains], but in
my humble opinion, we shall be very unskill-
ful politicians as well as bad Christians and
unwise men if we neglect this important of-
fice in our infant Navy.”.

(8) In 1942, Franklin D. Roosevelt also ac-
knowledged the importance of the chap-
laincy by vowing to ‘‘never fail to provide for
the spiritual needs of our officers and men
under the Chaplains of our armed forces”,
and during World War II, President Roo-
sevelt had Bibles printed and provided to
troops in the field.

(9) Understanding the importance of reli-
gion not only to the members of the United
States military, but also to the United
States as a whole, the Founders ratified the
First Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution in 1791.

(10) Under the First Amendment, which ap-
plies to the Armed Forces, the Federal Gov-
ernment has a constitutional duty to provide
for the religious exercise of members of the
Armed Forces, an obligation to which the
chaplain corps is essential.

(11) The Supreme Court stated, in Kennedy
v. Bremerton School District, 597 U.S. 507 (2022),
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that the court is ‘‘aware of no historically
sound understanding of the Establishment
Clause that begins to ‘mak[e] it necessary
for government to be hostile to reli-
gion’. . ..

(12) In Kennedy v. Bremerton School District,
the Supreme Court further explained that
“‘the Establishment Clause does not include
anything like a ‘modified heckler’s veto, in
which religious activity can be pro-
scribed’ based on ‘perceptions’ or ‘discom-
fort’”’ and that the Clause does not ‘‘ ‘compel
the government to purge from the public
sphere’ anything an objective observer could
reasonably infer endorses or ‘partakes of the
religious’”.

(13) The Supreme Court made clear in
Parker v. Levy, 417 U.S. 733 (1974) that chap-
lains in the Armed Forces do not forfeit
their First Amendment rights by virtue of
their military service.

(14) Section 6 of the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb-3)
specifies that that Act (42 U.S.C. 2000bb et
seq.) ‘‘applies to all Federal law, and the im-
plementation of that law, whether statutory
or otherwise, and whether adopted before or
after [November 16, 1993]°.

SEC. 5. DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, REQUIRE-
MENTS, AND PROTECTIONS FOR
ARMY CHAPLAINS.

(a) CHAPLAINS.—Section 7073 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (b) and (6), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(2) the Deputy Chief of Chaplains;

‘“(3) the Deputy Chief of Chaplains for the
Army Reserve;

‘“(4) the Deputy Chief of Chaplains for the
Army National Guard;’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (f);

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsections:

‘“(b) The Chief of Chaplains shall serve as a
principal advisor to the Secretary of the
Army and the Chief of Staff of the Army.

‘“(c) The Deputy Chief of Chaplains shall
serve under the authority, direction, and
control of the Chief of Chaplains.

‘(d) Under the authority, direction, and
control of the Chief of Chaplains, the Deputy
Chief of Chaplains for the Army Reserve
shall serve as a principal advisor to the Chief
of the Army Reserve.

‘“(e) Under the authority, direction, and
control of the Chief of Chaplains, the Deputy
Chief of Chaplains for the Army National
Guard shall serve as a principal advisor to
the Chief of the National Guard Bureau.’’;
and

(4) adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(g) The Deputy Chiefs of Chaplains, while
so serving, hold the grade of brigadier gen-
eral.”.

(b) CHIEFS OF BRANCHES: APPOINTMENT; DU-
TIES.—Section 7036 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsection (g):

‘‘(g) The Chief of Chaplains serves as the
principal advisor to the Secretary of the
Army and the Chief of Staff of the Army on
chaplaincy matters and the provision of reli-
gious support in the Army, including stra-
tegic planning and the development of poli-
cies that affect religious support or have a
nexus with the chaplaincy.”.

(c) CHAPLAINS.—Section 7217 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:
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“§7217. Duties, responsibilities, requirements,
and protections for Army chaplains

‘“(a) DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND RE-
QUIREMENTS.—(1) The Army Chaplaincy shall
perform such duties as may be prescribed by
the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of
Chaplains of the Army.

‘“(2) The Army Chaplaincy shall be over-
seen by the Chief of Chaplains and shall—

‘“(A) serve as principal advisers to com-
manders on all issues concerning religious
practices, spiritual readiness, spiritual care,
religious provisions, and religion’s influence
on military operations, which shall include,
but not be limited to—

‘(i) advising and assisting commanders in
discharging their responsibilities to provide
for the free exercise of religion in military
service, pursuant to the First Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, sec-
tion 3 of the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb-1), and related
statutes and policies;

‘“(ii) assisting commanders in managing re-
ligious affairs, including the accommodation
of religious practices and the development of
policies and procedures related to the free
exercise of religion;

‘‘(iii) assisting commanders by serving as
advisers with respect to all religious accom-
modation requests and by providing advice
on spiritual readiness and matters con-
cerning religion, morals, ethics, well-being,
and morale; and

‘“‘(iv) overseeing education and training
programs concerning the accommodation of
religious practices for members of the armed
forces;

‘“(B) meet the religious requirements and
care for the spiritual needs of members of
the armed forces, other authorized persons,
and dependents of members, potentially in
isolated or combat environments;

“(C) have a primary role in providing for
the free exercise of religion and other reli-
gious requirements associated with the free
exercise of religion;

‘(D) facilitate meeting the religious needs
and requirements for members of the armed
forces to whom an assigned chaplain cannot
directly minister; and

‘“(E) maintain confidential, sacramental,
and privileged communications, including
those recognized under applicable laws and
policies.

‘(83) The tasks of chaplains in the Army
shall include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing:

“(A) Performing religious rites, rituals,
services, ordinances, ceremonies, and observ-
ances (such as memorials, weddings, retire-
ments, sermons, worship, and burials).

‘“(B) Counseling, meeting, advising,
praying with individuals or groups.

“(C) Providing crisis prevention and re-
sponse.

‘(D) Providing pastoral and spiritual care,
guidance, support, and activities.

‘““(E) Advising on religious accommodation
requests.

“(F) Providing religious training and edu-
cation.

““(b) PROTECTIONS.—(1) A chaplain’s duties,
responsibilities, and requirements, as set
forth in subsection (a), shall be conducted in
a manner consistent with the chaplain’s sin-
cerely held religious beliefs and the manner,
form, and tenets of the chaplain’s religious-
endorsing organization.

‘“(2) A chaplain shall have the right to con-
duct public worship, provide counseling,
teach, deliver sermons, advise, minister, and
offer prayer in accordance with the chap-
lain’s sincerely held religious beliefs and the
manner, form, and tenets of the chaplain’s
religious-endorsing organization. Those ac-
tivities shall be free from censorship, undue
restriction, or fear of retribution.

and
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‘“(3) A chaplain shall uphold the chaplain’s
duty to protect confidential, sacramental,
and privileged communications, including
communications recognized under applicable
laws and policies.

‘(49 No member of the Armed Forces
may—

““(A) require or assign a chaplain to per-
form any rite, ritual, ceremony, sermon, or
speech contrary to the sincerely held reli-
gious beliefs of the chaplain or contrary to
the manner, form, or tenets of the chaplain’s
religious-endorsing organization;

‘“(B) require or assign a chaplain to per-
form any task or action contrary to the sin-
cerely held religious beliefs of the chaplain
or contrary to the manner, form, or tenets of
the religious-endorsing organization of the
chaplain, consistent with section 3 of the Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (42
U.S.C. 2000bb-1);

‘“(C) retaliate or discriminate against a
chaplain based on the chaplain’s refusal to
comply with a requirement prohibited under
this subsection, or take, with respect to such
a chaplain, any adverse personnel action in-
cluding—

‘(i) denial of promotion, schooling, train-
ing, assignment, or financial recoupment;

‘‘(ii) issuance of letters of reprimand; or

‘‘(iii) any other adverse action or entry in
the chaplain’s record; or

(D) preclude a chaplain from conducting
an activity described in paragraph (2).

‘“(6) A member of the Armed Forces who
violates paragraph (4) shall be subject to
prosecution under the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice.

‘“(c) ASSISTANCE BY COMMANDING OFFI-
CERS.—Each officer shall furnish facilities,
including necessary transportation, to any
chaplain assigned to the command of the of-
ficer, to assist the chaplain in performing
the duties, responsibilities, and requirements
of the chaplain under subsection (a).

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATIVE ENDORSER.—The term
‘administrative endorser’ means an organiza-
tion that was approved to endorse chaplains
for service in the armed forces under the re-
quirements of the Department of Defense
and the armed force in which those chaplains
will serve, as in effect at the time the orga-
nization initially began endorsing chaplains,
not on its own behalf, but on behalf of one or
more external religious organizations that—

“(A) are religious-endorsing organizations;

‘(B) at the time the organization initially
began endorsing chaplains, did not possess
the organizational capacity to endorse chap-
lains directly; and

‘(C) were not members of, nor otherwise
affiliated with, a fellowship or other organi-
zational structure meeting the requirements
set forth in paragraph (5)(A)(iii) that pos-
sessed authority to endorse chaplains.

‘(2) ADVERSE PERSONNEL ACTION.—The
term ‘adverse personnel action’ means any
action taken against a member of the Armed
Forces that affects or has the potential to
adversely affect the member’s current posi-
tion or career, including—

‘“(A) a disciplinary action, transfer, nega-
tive performance evaluation, removal, sepa-
ration, discharge, or mental health evalua-
tion; and

‘(B) a decision not to give the member a
promotion, an increase in pay or benefits, an
award, training, or relief.

‘“(3) CENSORSHIP.—The term ‘censorship’
means any governmental action taken to
suppress or restrict information, ideas, or ex-
pression.

‘“(4) CONFIDENTIAL, SACRAMENTAL, AND
PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS.—The term ‘con-
fidential, sacramental, and privileged com-
munications’ means any private communica-
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tion made to a chaplain acting in the chap-
lain’s capacity as a spiritual advisor.

“(5) RELIGIOUS-ENDORSING ORGANIZATION.—
(A) The term ‘religious-endorsing organiza-
tion’ means an entity that—

“(1)(I) is organized and functions primarily
to perform religious ministries to mnon-
military lay members and meets the require-
ments of the Department of Defense and the
armed force in which chaplains endorsed by
the entity will serve; and

““(IT) possesses ecclesiastical authority to
endorse and withdraw endorsements for
chaplains serving under the authority of the
entity to conduct religious observances or
ceremonies in a military context; or

‘“(ii)(I) meets the requirements of the De-
partment of Defense and the armed force in
which chaplains endorsed by the entity will
serve;

“(II) is organized and functions primarily
to support member religious organizations
and religious ministry professionals that
function primarily to perform religious min-
istries to nonmilitary lay members; and

‘“(IIT) performs the function described in
clause (i)(II) on behalf of its member reli-
gious organizations and religious ministry
professionals.

‘(B) An administrative endorser that en-
dorses chaplains before the date of the enact-
ment of this section may continue to endorse
chaplains on and after such date of enact-
ment if administrative endorser meets the
requirements of the Department of Defense
and the armed force in which chaplains en-
dorsed by the administrative endorser will
serve to provide documentation verifying
that the religious organizations the adminis-
trative endorser represents meet the require-
ments of subclause (I) and (II) of subpara-
graph (A)@{d).”.

SEC. 5 . DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, REQUIRE-
MENTS, AND PROTECTIONS FOR
NAVY CHAPLAINS.

(a) CHAPLAIN CORPS AND CHIEF OF CHAP-
LAINS.—Section 8082 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

“(f) The Chief of Chaplains shall serve as a
principal adviser to the Secretary of the
Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations.”.

(b) DEPUTY CHIEFS OF CHAPLAINS.—Section
8082a of title 10, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“§8082a. Deputy Chiefs of Chaplains

‘‘(a) The Secretary of the Navy shall detail
as Deputy Chiefs of Chaplains officers of the
Chaplain Corps in the grade of commander or
above who are on active duty and who have
served on active duty in the Chaplain Corps
for at least eight years.

“(b) Under the authority, direction, and
control of the Chief of Chaplains, the Deputy
Chief of Chaplains shall also serve as the
Chaplain of the Marine Corps and shall serve
as a principal advisor to the Commandant of
the Marine Corps.

‘“(c) Under the authority, direction, and
control of the Chief of Chaplains, the Deputy
Chief of Chaplains for Reserve Matters shall
also serve as a principal advisor to the Chief
of Navy Reserve.

“(d) The Deputy Chiefs of Chaplains, while
so serving, hold the grade of rear admiral
(lower half).”.

(c) CHAPLAINS.—Section 8221 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§ 8221. Duties, responsibilities, requirements,
and protections for Navy chaplains

‘“(a) DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND RE-
QUIREMENTS.—(1) The Navy Chaplaincy shall
perform such duties as may be prescribed by
the Secretary of the Navy and the Chief of
Chaplains of the Navy.

“(2) The Navy Chaplaincy shall be overseen
by the Chief of Chaplains and shall—
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‘““(A) serve as principal advisers to com-
manders on all issues concerning religious
practices, spiritual readiness, spiritual care,
religious provisions, and religion’s influence
on military operations, which shall include,
but not be limited to—

‘(i) advising and assisting commanders in
discharging their responsibilities to provide
for the free exercise of religion in military
service, pursuant to the First Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, sec-
tion 3 of the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb-1), and related
statutes and policies;

‘“(ii) assisting commanders in managing re-
ligious affairs, including the accommodation
of religious practices and the development of
policies and procedures related to the free
exercise of religion;

‘“(iii) assisting commanders by serving as
an adviser with respect to all religious ac-
commodation requests and by providing ad-
vice on spiritual readiness and matters con-
cerning religion, morals, ethics, well-being,
and morale; and

‘“(iv) overseeing education and training
programs concerning the accommodation of
religious practices for members of the armed
forces;

“(B) meet the religious requirements and
care for the spiritual needs of members of
the armed forces, other authorized persons,
and dependents, potentially in isolated or
combat environments;

‘(C) have a primary role in providing for
the free exercise of religion and other reli-
gious requirements associated with the free
exercise of religion;

‘(D) facilitate meeting the religious needs
and requirements for members of the armed
forces to whom an assigned chaplain cannot
directly minister; and

“(BE) maintain confidential, sacramental,
and privileged communications, including
communications recognized under applicable
laws and policies.

‘“(3) The tasks of chaplains in the Navy
shall include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing:

‘““(A) Performing religious rites, rituals,
services, ordinances, ceremonies, and observ-
ances (such as memorials, weddings, retire-
ments, sermons, worship, and burials).

‘(B) Counseling, meeting, advising,
praying with individuals or groups.

‘(C) Providing crisis prevention and re-
sponse.

‘(D) Providing pastoral and spiritual care,
guidance, support, and activities.

‘“(E) Advising on religious accommodation
requests.

‘“(F) Providing religious training and edu-
cation.

“(b) PROTECTIONS.—(1) A chaplain’s duties,
responsibilities, and requirements, as set
forth in subsection (a), shall be conducted in
a manner consistent with the chaplain’s sin-
cerely held religious beliefs and the manner,
form, and tenets of the chaplain’s religious-
endorsing organization.

‘“(2) A chaplain shall have the right to con-
duct public worship, provide counseling,
teach, deliver sermons, advise, minister, and
offer prayer in accordance with the chap-
lain’s sincerely held religious beliefs and the
manner, form, and tenets of the chaplain’s
religious-endorsing organization. Those ac-
tivities shall be free from censorship, undue
restriction, or fear of retribution.

““(3) A chaplain shall uphold the chaplain’s
duty to protect confidential, sacramental,
and privileged communications, including
communications recognized under applicable
laws and policies.

‘“(4) No member of the Armed Forces
may—

““(A) require or assign a chaplain to per-
form any rite, ritual, ceremony, sermon, or

and
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speech, contrary to the sincerely held reli-
gious beliefs of the chaplain or contrary to
the manner, form, or tenets of the chaplain’s
religious-endorsing organization;

‘(B) require or assign a chaplain to per-
form any task or action contrary to the sin-
cerely held religious beliefs of the chaplain
or contrary to the manner, form, or tenets of
the chaplain’s religious-endorsing organiza-
tion, consistent with section 3 of the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (42
U.S.C. 2000bb-1);

“(C) retaliate or discriminate against a
chaplain based on the chaplain’s refusal to
comply with a requirement prohibited under
this subsection, or take, with respect to such
a chaplain, any adverse personnel action in-
cluding—

‘(i) denial of promotion, schooling, train-
ing, assignment, or financial recoupment;

‘‘(ii) issuance of letters of reprimand; or

‘‘(iii) any other adverse action or entry in
the chaplain’s record; or

‘(D) preclude a chaplain from conducting
an activity described in paragraph (2).

““(6) A member of the Armed Forces who
violates paragraph (4) shall be subject to
prosecution under the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice.

‘“(c) ASSISTANCE BY COMMANDING OFFI-
CERS.—Each officer shall furnish facilities,
including necessary transportation, to any
chaplain assigned to the command of the of-
ficer, to assist the chaplain in performing
the duties, responsibilities, and requirements
of the chaplain under subsection (a).

‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATIVE ENDORSER.—The term
‘administrative endorser’ means an organiza-
tion that was approved to endorse chaplains
for service in the armed forces under the re-
quirements of the Department of Defense
and the armed force in which those chaplains
will serve, as in effect at the time the orga-
nization initially began endorsing chaplains,
not on its own behalf, but on behalf of one or
more external religious organizations that—

“(A) are religious-endorsing organizations;

‘(B) at the time the organization initially
began endorsing chaplains, did not possess
the organizational capacity to endorse chap-
lains directly; and

‘(C) were not members of, nor otherwise
affiliated with, a fellowship or other organi-
zational structure meeting the requirements
set forth in paragraph (5)(A)(iii) that pos-
sessed authority to endorse chaplains.

‘“(2) ADVERSE PERSONNEL ACTION.—The
term ‘adverse personnel action’ means any
action taken against a member of the Armed
Forces that affects or has the potential to
adversely affect the member’s current posi-
tion or career, including—

‘“(A) a disciplinary action, transfer, nega-
tive performance evaluation, removal, sepa-
ration, discharge, or mental health evalua-
tion; and

‘“(B) a decision not to give the member a
promotion, an increase in pay or benefits, an
award, training, or relief.

‘“(3) CENSORSHIP.—The term ‘censorship’
means any governmental action taken to
suppress or restrict information, ideas, or ex-
pression.

‘“(4) CONFIDENTIAL, SACRAMENTAL, AND
PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS.—The term ‘con-
fidential, sacramental, and privileged com-
munications’ means any private communica-
tion made to a chaplain acting in the chap-
lain’s capacity as a spiritual advisor.

‘(5) RELIGIOUS-ENDORSING ORGANIZATION.—
(A) The term ‘religious-endorsing organiza-
tion’ means an entity that—

“(1)(@) is organized and functions primarily
to perform religious ministries to non-
military lay members and meets the require-
ments of the Department of Defense and the
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armed force in which chaplains endorsed by
the entity will serve; and

“(IT) possesses ecclesiastical authority to
endorse and withdraw endorsements for
chaplains serving under the authority of the
entity to conduct religious observances or
ceremonies in a military context; or

‘“(ii)(I) meets the requirements of the De-
partment of Defense and the armed force in
which chaplains endorsed by the entity will
serve;

“(II) is organized and functions primarily
to support member religious organizations
and religious ministry professionals that
function primarily to perform religious min-
istries to nonmilitary lay members; and

‘“(ITIT) performs the function described in
clause (i)(II) on behalf of its member reli-
gious organizations and religious ministry
professionals.

‘(B) An administrative endorser that en-
dorses chaplains before the date of the enact-
ment of this section may continue to endorse
chaplains on and after such date of enact-
ment if administrative endorser meets the
requirements of the Department of Defense
and the armed force in which chaplains en-
dorsed by the administrative endorser will
serve to provide documentation verifying
that the religious organizations the adminis-
trative endorser represents meet the require-
ments of subclause (I) and (II) of subpara-
graph (A)@{d).”.

SEC. 5. DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, REQUIRE-
MENTS, AND PROTECTIONS FOR AIR
FORCE CHAPLAINS.

(a) CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS.—Section 9039 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘“(d) The Chief of Chaplains shall serve as
the principal adviser to the Secretary of the
Air Force and the Chief of Staff of the Air
Force on chaplaincy and religious support,
including strategic planning and policy de-
velopment related to those areas.

‘‘(e) The Air Force Chaplaincy, which also
services the Space Force, shall—

‘(1) be overseen by the Office of the Chief
of Chaplains; and

‘“(2) advise and assist commanders in en-
suring the right of members of the armed
forces to religious freedom, in accordance
with the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, section 3 of the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993
(42 U.S.C. 2000bb-1), and applicable laws and
policies.”.

(b) DEPUTY CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS.—Chapter
905 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by inserting after section 9039 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§9039a. Deputy Chief of Chaplains: appoint-
ment; duties

‘‘(a) The Secretary of the Air Force shall
detail as a Deputy Chief of Chaplains one or
more officers of the Chaplain Corps in the
grade of colonel or above who are on active
duty and who have served on active duty in
the Chaplain Corps for at least eight years.

‘“(b) Under the authority, direction, and
control of the Chief of Chaplains, a Deputy
Chief of Chaplains shall also serve as the
Chaplain of the Space Force and shall serve
as a principal advisor to the Chief of Space
Operations.

‘“(c) A Deputy Chief of Chaplains, while so
serving, holds the grade of brigadier gen-
eral.”.

(c) THE AIR STAFF: FUNCTION; COMPOSI-
TION.—Section 9031 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (7), (8), and
(9) as paragraphs (8), (9), and (10), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (7):

“(7)y The Chief of Chaplains for the Air
Force and the Space Force.”.
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(d) CHAPLAINS.—Section 9217 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§9217. Duties, responsibilities, requirements,
and protections for Air Force chaplains

‘“(a) DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND RE-
QUIREMENTS.—(1) The Air Force Chaplaincy
shall perform such duties as may be pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Air Force and
the Chief of Chaplains of the Air Force.

‘“(2) The Air Force Chaplaincy shall be
overseen by the Chief of Chaplains and
shall—

‘“(A) serve as principal advisers to com-
manders on all issues concerning religious
practices, spiritual readiness, spiritual care,
religious provisions, and religion’s influence
on military operations, which shall include,
but not be limited to—

‘(i) advising and assisting commanders in
discharging their responsibilities to provide
for the free exercise of religion in military
service, pursuant to the First Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, sec-
tion 3 of the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb-1), and related
statutes and policies;

‘‘(ii) assisting commanders in managing re-
ligious affairs, including the accommodation
of religious practices and the development of
policies and procedures related to the free
exercise of religion;

‘“(iii) assisting commanders by serving as
an adviser with respect to all religious ac-
commodation requests and by providing ad-
vice on spiritual readiness and matters con-
cerning religion, morals, ethics, well-being,
and morale; and

‘(iv) overseeing education and training
programs concerning the accommodation of
religious practices for members of the armed
forces;

“(B) meet the religious requirements and
care for the spiritual needs of members of
the armed forces, other authorized persons,
and dependents, potentially in isolated or
combat environments;

‘“(C) have a primary role in providing for
the free exercise of religion and other reli-
gious requirements associated with the free
exercise of religion;

‘(D) facilitate meeting the religious needs
and requirements for members of the armed
forces to whom an assigned chaplain cannot
directly minister; and

‘“(E) maintain confidential, sacramental,
and privileged communications, including
communications recognized under applicable
laws and policies.

‘“(3) The tasks of chaplains in the Air
Force shall include, but not be limited to,
the following:

‘““(A) Performing religious rites, rituals,
services, ordinances, ceremonies, and observ-
ances (such as memorials, weddings, retire-
ments, sermons, worship, and burials).

‘““(B) Counseling, meeting, advising,
praying with individuals or groups.

“(C) Providing crisis prevention and re-
sponse.

‘(D) Providing pastoral and spiritual care,
guidance, support, and activities.

‘“(BE) Advising on religious accommodation
requests.

“(F) Providing religious training and edu-
cation.

“‘(b) PROTECTIONS.—(1) A chaplain’s duties,
responsibilities, and requirements, as set
forth in subsection (a), shall be conducted in
a manner consistent with the chaplain’s sin-
cerely held religious beliefs and the manner,
form, and tenets of the chaplain’s religious-
endorsing organization.

‘(2) A chaplain shall have the right to con-
duct public worship, provide counseling,
teach, deliver sermons, advise, minister, and
offer prayer in accordance with the chap-
lain’s sincerely held religious beliefs and the

and
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manner, form, and tenets of the chaplain’s
religious-endorsing organization. Those ac-
tivities shall be free from censorship, undue
restriction, or fear of retribution.

‘(3) A chaplain shall uphold the chaplain’s
duty to protect confidential, sacramental,
and privileged communications, including
communications recognized under applicable
laws and policies.

‘“(4) No member of the
may—

““(A) require or assign a chaplain to per-
form any rite, ritual, ceremony, sermon, or
speech contrary to the sincerely held reli-
gious beliefs of the chaplain or contrary to
the manner, form, or tenets of the chaplain’s
religious-endorsing organization;

‘“(B) require or assign a chaplain to per-
form any task or action contrary to the sin-
cerely held religious beliefs of the chaplain
or contrary to the manner, form, or tenets of
the chaplain’s religious-endorsing organiza-
tion, consistent with section 3 of the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (42
U.S.C. 2000bb-1);

‘“(C) retaliate or discriminate against a
chaplain based on the chaplain’s refusal to
comply with a requirement prohibited under
this subsection, or take, with respect to such
a chaplain, any adverse personnel action in-
cluding—

‘(i) denial of promotion, schooling, train-
ing, assignment, or financial recoupment;

‘‘(ii) issuance of letters of reprimand; or

‘‘(iii) any other adverse action or entry in
the chaplain’s record; or

‘(D) preclude chaplains from exercising
the activities described in paragraph (2).

“(5) A member of the Armed Forces who
violates paragraph (4) shall be subject to
prosecution under the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice.

“(c) ASSISTANCE BY COMMANDING OFFI-
CERS.—Each officer shall furnish facilities,
including necessary transportation, to any
chaplain assigned to the command of the of-
ficer, to assist the chaplain in performing
the duties, responsibilities, and requirements
of the chaplain under subsection (a).

‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATIVE ENDORSER.—The term
‘administrative endorser’ means an organiza-
tion that was approved to endorse chaplains
for service in the armed forces under the re-
quirements of the Department of Defense
and the armed force in which those chaplains
will serve, as in effect at the time the orga-
nization initially began endorsing chaplains,
not on its own behalf, but on behalf of one or
more external religious organizations that—

‘“(A) are religious-endorsing organizations;

‘(B) at the time the organization initially
began endorsing chaplains, did not possess
the organizational capacity to endorse chap-
lains directly; and

“(C) were not members of, nor otherwise
affiliated with, a fellowship or other organi-
zational structure meeting the requirements
set forth in paragraph (5)(A)(iii) that pos-
sessed authority to endorse chaplains.

‘(2) ADVERSE PERSONNEL ACTION.—The
term ‘adverse personnel action’ means any
action taken against a member of the Armed
Forces that affects or has the potential to
adversely affect the member’s current posi-
tion or career, including—

““(A) a disciplinary action, transfer, nega-
tive performance evaluation, removal, sepa-
ration, discharge, or mental health evalua-
tion; and

‘“(B) a decision not to give the member a
promotion, an increase in pay or benefits, an
award, training, or relief.

‘“(3) CENSORSHIP.—The term ‘censorship’
means any governmental action taken to
suppress or restrict information, ideas, or ex-
pression.

‘“(4) CONFIDENTIAL, SACRAMENTAL, AND
PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS.—The term ‘con-
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fidential, sacramental, and privileged com-
munications’ means any private communica-
tion made to a chaplain acting in the chap-
lain’s capacity as a spiritual advisor.

““(5) RELIGIOUS-ENDORSING ORGANIZATION.—
(A) The term ‘religious-endorsing organiza-
tion’ means an entity that—

‘“(i)(T) is organized and functions primarily
to perform religious ministries to non-
military lay members and meets the require-
ments of the Department of Defense and the
armed force in which chaplains endorsed by
the entity will serve; and

‘“(IT) possesses ecclesiastical authority to
endorse and withdraw endorsements for
chaplains serving under the authority of the
entity to conduct religious observances or
ceremonies in a military context; or

‘“(ii)(I) meets the requirements of the De-
partment of Defense and the armed force in
which chaplains endorsed by the entity will
serve;

‘“(IT) is organized and functions primarily
to support member religious organizations
and religious ministry professionals that
function primarily to perform religious min-
istries to nonmilitary lay members; and

‘“(IIT) performs the function described in
clause (i)(II) on behalf of its member reli-
gious organizations and religious ministry
professionals.

‘(B) An administrative endorser that en-
dorses chaplains before the date of the enact-
ment of this section may continue to endorse
chaplains on and after such date of enact-
ment if administrative endorser meets the
requirements of the Department of Defense
and the armed force in which chaplains en-
dorsed by the administrative endorser will
serve to provide documentation verifying
that the religious organizations the adminis-
trative endorser represents meet the require-
ments of subclause (I) and (II) of subpara-
graph (A)({).”.

SEC. 5 . DEFINITION OF CHAPLAIN FOR TITLE
10, UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 101(b) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(17) The term ‘chaplain’ means a fully
qualified religious ministry professional
from a religious tradition who—

‘““(A) satisfies the professional qualifica-
tions of the chaplain’s religious-endorsing
organization (as defined in sections 7217,
8221, and 9217 of this title) and the edu-
cational requirements of the Department of
Defense and the Armed Force in which the
chaplain serves or will serve; and

‘(B) is appointed as both an officer in the
Chaplain Corps of the Armed Forces and a
representative of the chaplain’s religious-en-
dorsing organization, to which the chaplain
shall remain accountable to for providing re-
ligious ministry to the armed forces.”’.

SEC. 5 . EFFECT OF VIOLATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Armed
Forces who violates section 7217(b)(4),
8221(b)(4), or 9217(b)(4) of title 10, United
States Code, as added by section 3, shall be
subject to prosecution under section 934 of
such title (article 134 of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice).

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall—

(1) prescribe regulations establishing that
a violation of section 7217(b)(4), 8221(b)(4), or
9217(b)(4) of title 10, United States Code, as
added by section 3, constitutes an offense
punishable under section 934 of such title (ar-
ticle 134 of the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice); and

(2) revise the Manual for Courts-Martial to
include such offenses.
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SEC.5 . REGULATIONS.

The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe
such regulations as are necessary to carry
out the amendments made by this subtitle.
SEC.5 . CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

(a) EXISTING PROTECTIONS FOR CHAP-
LAINS.—Section 533 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (Pub-
lic Law 112-239; 10 U.S.C. 1030 note prec.) is
amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘AND
CHAPLAINS OF SUCH MEMBERS’;

(2) by striking subsection (b); and

(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (b).

(b) PROFESSIONAL FUNCTIONS OF THE AIR
FORCE.—Section 9063(h) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by adding ‘‘in ac-
cordance with section 9217(a)” after ‘‘Sec-
retary’’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SELF) and a Member
opposed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of
my amendment, which would attach
the Military Chaplains Modernization
Act of 2026 to the NDAA. It is sup-
ported by the Armed Forces Chaplains
Board.

This is not simply a chaplain protec-
tion bill. This is a military readiness,
religious liberty, and command support
bill. This bill builds upon the truth
that has been affirmed by the Supreme
Court that the First Amendment rights
of our military chaplains are not sus-
pended at the doors of the Pentagon.

Our chaplains serve on the front
lines, providing for the moral and spir-
itual well-being of our troops. The De-
partment of War needs statutory clar-
ity.

Despite existing protections in the
First Amendment, the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act, RFRA, and sec-
tion 533 of the FY 2013 NDAA, chap-
lains continue to face obstacles for
simply ministering according to their
faith.

These sections in title 10 were last
updated in 1956 when polls showed that
90 percent of America identified as
Christian. The United States is far
more religiously diverse now. This is
why the Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act unanimously passed to protect
religious freedom, and mainly religious
minorities, in 1993.

It is high time that title 10 was re-
vised to reflect the diverse faith needs
of our servicemembers, while also pro-
viding protections for the diverse chap-
lains that serve them.

The chaplain’s ability to freely exer-
cise their religious duties is not only
constitutionally protected but is essen-
tial to forming the conscience of the
warfighter. It is what helps restrain
the soldier from committing atrocities
while also providing a sense of purpose
when facing down death’s door.

Faith plays an essential role in form-
ing and feeding the spirit of
warfighters with unwavering integrity.
This legislation does not create new



H5034

rights. It simply codifies existing prac-
tices and protections across all service
branches, which will ensure consist-
ency for military chaplains of all
faiths.

It also recognizes the breadth of
chaplains’ roles. They are not just reli-
gious officiants. They are the com-
manders’ adviser on ethics, spiritual
readiness, morale, and even suicide
prevention.

This does not mean they replace
other entities which provide advice or
function. Rather, it ensures that chap-
lains, as spiritual advisers, are given a
seat at the table.

Let me be clear: This amendment
does not empower chaplains to impose
a particular belief. Instead, it protects
them from violations of conscience and
ensures they can facilitate spiritual
care for all faiths. In fact, the amend-
ment also protects servicemembers’
ability to access the spiritual care spe-
cific to their needs and faith tradition.

Chaplains will continue to connect
servicemembers of differing faiths to
chaplains representing their respective
faiths and equip them with tools to
meet their specific needs.

This bill respects and maintains the
pluralistic approach of the military
chaplaincy program. It also introduces
real accountability under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice for retaliation
or censorship of a chaplain for acting
according to their beliefs. This stand-
ard is essential to restoring trust.

In 1942, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt acknowledged the importance of
the chaplaincy by vowing to never fail
to provide for the spiritual needs of our
officers and men.

Mr. Chair, in order for military chap-
lains to serve our troops effectively, we
must give them the legal protection to
do so without fear or compromise.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support the inclusion of the Military
Chaplains Modernization Act in the
NDAA, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, I claim
the time in opposition to the amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, military
readiness is not just physical. It is, in-
deed, mental. It is emotional. It is fi-
nancial, and it is spiritual. That is why
every branch of our Armed Forces
maintains a Chaplain Corps.

Our chaplains are indispensable.
They are counselors, advisers, and
trusted members of the units and the
families they serve. They strengthen
the resilience of our force every single
day, but chaplains are also service-
members themselves.

They have assigned duties and re-
sponsibilities. Among those respon-
sibilities are two sacred obligations.
One is to faithfully practice their own
religion and to faithfully protect every
servicemembers’ right to practice
theirs.
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A chaplain’s faith belongs to their re-
ligion, but their duty belongs to every
servicemember. That is how the Chap-
lain Corps serves the entire force with-
out ever asking a chaplain to violate
the tenets of their own faith.

A Catholic priest, a Presbyterian
minister, or a Jewish rabbi is not ex-
pected to lead a Muslim prayer, but
they are expected to ensure their Mus-
lim servicemembers have a place to
worship and help them identify a lay
leader if one is, in fact, needed.

That principle has guided our mili-
tary for generations because it protects
every servicemember and because it re-
spects every faith and even those who
have none.

This amendment abandons that prin-
ciple. It doesn’t strengthen the reli-
gious liberty. It, indeed, narrows it. It
transforms a chaplain’s duty to care
for every single servicemember into
permission to turn some of them away.

Under this amendment, a com-
manding officer who expects a chaplain
to carry out that longstanding respon-
sibility could face punishment under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
That is, in fact, a profound departure
from how our military has always un-
derstood religious liberty.

The military asks Americans of
every faith and those of no faith to
serve shoulder to shoulder with one an-
other. Our Chaplain Corps exists to en-
sure that every one of those service-
members can freely exercise their be-
liefs.

This amendment weakens that mis-
sion. It weakens the trust that holds
military units together and ultimately
it, therefore, weakens the force itself.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I am not sure,
other than the statements against this
amendment, what the opposition my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
have from what I said. I failed to hear
exactly what their opposition is, other
than their statements of opposition to
the amendment itself.

Again, I say, chaplains will continue
to connect servicemembers of differing
faiths to chaplains representing their
respective faiths and equip them with
tools to meet their specific needs.
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There are now 31 faiths recognized by
the Department of War, to include
Muslims, Jews, Bahai, Sikh, agnostics,
and I could go on.

Again, I fail to understand the dif-
ference between what my colleague
said in specifics with what I said.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SELF).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, I demand
a recorded vote.
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The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned.

AMENDMENT NO. 30 OFFERED BY MR. ISSA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 30 printed
in part A of House Report 119-755.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2. NATIONAL SECURITY INVESTOR PER-
SONNEL CLEARANCE PILOT PRO-
GRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense, acting through the Defense Counter-
intelligence and Security Agency, shall es-
tablish a pilot program under which eligible
investors may sponsor and maintain security
clearances for certain personnel for the pur-
pose of supporting investments in small- and
medium-sized businesses developing tech-
nologies relevant to the national security in-
terests of the United States.

(b) AUTHORITY TO SPONSOR SECURITY
CLEARANCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible investor may
sponsor security clearances for cleared in-
vestment professionals, subject to approval
by the Secretary of Defense.

(2) RELATIONSHIP TO SPECIFIC CONTRACTS.—
A security clearance granted under this sec-
tion may be maintained independent of any
specific Federal Government contract, pro-
vided the sponsoring investor remains eligi-
ble under this section.

(3) ACCESS LEVEL.—Cleared investment pro-
fessionals may access classified information
only pursuant to a lawful determination of
need-to-know and in accordance with appli-
cable laws, regulations, and security proce-
dures.

(c) AUTHORIZED PURPOSES.—A security
clearance granted under this section may be
used solely for purposes of—

(1) conducting diligence on covered compa-
nies;

(2) supporting the development, scaling,
and commercialization of technologies rel-
evant to national security;

(3) facilitating engagement between cov-
ered companies and the Department of De-
fense, intelligence community, or any other
Federal agencies;

(4) providing strategic, operational, tech-
nical, governance, or management support to
covered companies; and

(5) assisting covered companies in obtain-
ing contracts, grants, cooperative agree-
ments, facility clearances, personnel clear-
ances, or other authorizations necessary to
support national security missions.

(d) SECURITY REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) FACILITY CLEARANCE.—Each eligible in-
vestor participating in the pilot program
shall maintain a facility clearance or such
alternative security arrangement as the Sec-
retary of Defense determines appropriate.

(2) COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Each eligible investor participating
in the pilot program shall comply with all
applicable industrial security requirements,
insider threat requirements, and reporting
obligations.

(3) SUSPENSION.—The Secretary of Defense
may suspend or revoke an individual’s or en-
tity’s eligibility to participate in the pilot
program for any violation of security re-
quirements or for any foreign ownership,
control, or influence concern.
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(e) LIMITATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—No participant in the pilot
program may use access to classified infor-
mation for personal financial gain, securities
trading, market manipulation, or any pur-
pose unrelated to supporting covered compa-
nies and national security objectives.

(2) FOREIGN PERSONS.—No foreign person
may serve as a cleared investment profes-
sional under this section.

(3) NO PREFERENCE IN FEDERAL AWARDS.—
Participation in the pilot program shall not
confer any preference in the award of Fed-
eral contracts, grants, or other Federal as-
sistance.

(f) PARTICIPATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ap-
prove any eligible investor and any cleared
investment professional that satisfies the re-
quirements of this section and any regula-
tions promulgated pursuant to this section.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to impose a nu-
merical limitation on the number of partici-
pating investors, cleared investment profes-
sionals, or covered companies that may par-
ticipate in the program.

(g) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report describing—

(1) the number of eligible investors partici-
pating in the pilot program under this sec-
tion;

(2) the number and type of clearances spon-
sored under the program;

(3) the number of covered companies sup-
ported through the program;

(4) measurable impacts of the program on
defense innovation, manufacturing capacity,
technology transition, and the defense indus-
trial base;

(5) any security incidents or counterintel-
ligence concerns identified during implemen-
tation of the program; and

(6) recommendations for improving the ef-
fectiveness of the program.

(h) SUNSET.—The authority provided by
this section shall terminate on the date that
is five years after the date of the enactment
of this Act unless subsequently reauthorized
by law.

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘cleared investment profes-
sional” means an employee, partner, mem-
ber, advisor, director, officer, operating part-
ner, consultant, or other representative of an
eligible investor who has been granted a se-
curity clearance under this section.

(2) The term ‘‘covered company’ means a
United States small business concern, as de-
fined in section 3 of the Small Business Act
(156 U.S.C. 632), or a medium-sized business
designated by the Secretary, that is engaged
in the development, production, or commer-
cialization of technology, products, or serv-
ices relevant to national security.

(3) The term ‘‘eligible investor’” means a
United States person or entity that—

(A) provides equity, debt, strategic, oper-
ational, or other investment support to
United States businesses;

(B) is not owned, controlled, or influenced
by a foreign person;

(C) demonstrates a history of investing in,
supporting, or developing technologies, prod-
ucts, or services with defense, intelligence,
homeland security, or other national secu-
rity applications; and

(D) meets such additional requirements as
the Secretary of Defense may prescribe.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from California (Mr. IssSA) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Chair, I rise in support
of this amendment.

We are in changing times. The ongo-
ing Dbattles, both in Iran and in
Ukraine, have taught us an important
lesson. That is that large, long-term
vendors for production of innovative
tools don’t work together. The lead
time is too long. The requirement for
us to innovate at the Department of
War simply isn’t working. We need to
have small, innovative companies to be
able to come forward and be given
small allotments in order to develop.
However, those allotments are seldom
sufficient to operate a company for 1, 2,
or 3 years to develop and get a contract
going.

For that reason, like other startups
of all sorts, particularly in the tech-
nology field in America, they would
normally go to private funding, go to
venture firms. But there is a problem.
If what you are producing for the De-
partment of War or any other part of
our government is classified, you have
to say: I have a new product. I can’t
tell you about it. Trust me and invest.

That simply doesn’t work.

More importantly, the requirements
from within the government often are
not available to the investor. There-
fore, it is difficult to get.

My amendment deals with this seri-
ous problem in a predictable and con-
trolled way. Our b5-year pilot program
simply says that with the permission
of the Department of War, individuals
within qualified investment firms may
receive or update their clearances so
that they can be part of the investment
decision.

It does not preclude their being ex-
cluded for any reason, including—and I
particularly want to note this—compa-
nies which have a foreign investment
profile would have to disclose and may
very well be excluded.

However, the American investment
community with American funds is
more than sufficient to find, seek out,
and invest in innovative companies
that can give us a low-cost antidrone
product or a low-cost drone, or any
other number of critically needed and
affordable products.

For that reason, we are asking that
the Department of War under this pilot
program be empowered to allow for
these nonoriginal participants to have,
on a limited basis, with controls com-
pletely in the hands of the Secretary of
War and while he retains full authority
to revoke participation for any secu-
rity violation, foreign ownership, con-
trol, influence, or any other concern.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Chair, I rise in op-
position to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Illinois is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to this amendment.

This amendment would give the Sec-
retary of Defense sweeping discretion
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to grant the highest level of security
clearances to an unlimited number of
investment professionals without any
contract, mission, or defined purpose.

Now, the theory, as we just heard, is
that these investors would then con-
duct due diligence and steer Federal re-
sources toward companies that can
support our national defense.

In practice, this would turn our na-
tional secrets into another way for the
Trump White House to monetize their
jobs, putting their friends’ wealth over
the national interest.

Now, lest anybody accuse me of mak-
ing a partisan point, let’s review some
recent history, tying specifically to the
individuals in the Trump administra-
tion who would be making decisions
about how to share our national se-
crets.

In the weeks leading up to President
Trump’s military strikes on Iran, re-
ports found that Secretary Hegseth’s
broker inquired about a multimillion
dollar investment in major defense
companies.

BEarlier this year, President Trump’s
own leadership PAC sent fundraising
emails that offered his donors access to

national security debriefings on
threats, border security, and foreign
adversaries.

Don Trump, Jr.’s venture capital
firm has invested in more than a dozen
defense tech companies. Subsequent to
his investment, those companies se-
cured $3.2 billion in direct government
business and $3.1 billion in additional
future contract options.

In one case, the White House directly
pressured the Department of Defense to
provide $620 million in financing to one
of young Donald’s portfolio companies.

Speaking of the children, the Trump
administration recently approved $1.6
billion in Federal financing for a small
U.S. company to lead a major mining
project in Kazakhstan. That company
is not only partially owned by Donald
Trump’s children, but the deal was ne-
gotiated by Secretary of Commerce
Lutnick’s children.

Hell, even Donald Trump’s tele-
prompter operator is in on the action,
having just made $100,000 by betting on
Trump’s speeches that only he had seen
on prediction markets.

Of course, just this past week, Trump
Media announced plans to sell early ac-
cess to the President’s market-moving
Truth Social posts so that Trump can
make money while you front-run the
stock market.

To be sure, Mr. ISSA’s amendment
does specifically say that no investor
may use classified information for per-
sonal financial gain. But I would ask
you: Who in the Trump White House is
going to enforce that provision?
Trump? Lutnick? His personal lawyer,
Todd Blanche? I think we know better.

What we have here is an amendment
to provide investment professionals
with both the means and the motive to
engage in insider trading, to help the
rich get richer, and to compromise the
integrity of U.S. financial markets.
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The question that we have right now
in this amendment is a really simple
one: What do you stand for? If you
stand for corruption, vote ‘‘yes”. But if
you stand for national security, for in-
tegrity, and for capitalism, vote ‘‘no’.

That may be a character test for
some in this Chamber, but it is not a
remotely close call.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Chairman, I am pre-
pared to close if the other side has con-
cluded.

Mr. CASTEN. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Chairman, in closing, I
will be brief.

I am not going to address the items
that were said by the opposition be-
cause they don’t go to the safeguards
in this piece of legislation.

Without this amendment, there is
nothing to stop the administration
from providing, without specific re-
quirements to disclose, classifications
to any and all individuals, particularly
individuals that are, quite frankly,
within companies either doing or want-
ing to do business with the Federal
Government.

It doesn’t stop the large companies
from having unlimited access to pro-
grams that may not be widely under-
stood. As a result, they get an advan-
tage of bidding on something no one
knows about.

Instead, what it requires is annual
reporting, including to this body, to
Congress, to ensure that we can mon-
itor this program. It sunsets. It is not
for this administration, but for a 5-
year period.

Most importantly, it is extremely
limited to private equity investing, by
definition in private companies. No
part of public companies are affected
here, just the opposite.
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This is an opportunity for private
companies to find investors who can
only invest if they have a reasonable
knowledge of what the product is asked
to be and nothing more, and every one
of them must still pass the same rig-
orous application and retention policy
for whatever level of clearance is re-
quired.

Mr. Chairman, I would hope that
these words would help the other side
understand that, in fact, Congress
gains more control over many of the
things being complained about by pass-
ing this amendment than by not.

Mr. Chair, I urge support for my
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.
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The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from California will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 3¢ OFFERED BY MRS. HINSON

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 34 printed
in part A of House Report 119-755.

Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Chair, as the des-
ignee of Mr. AUSTIN ScOTT of Georgia,
I have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of subtitle B of title XXXI, add
the following new section:

SEC. 31 . PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR NATIONAL LABORA-
TORIES THAT ADMIT CERTAIN FOR-
EIGN NATIONAL VISITORS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—No funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2027 for the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended for any National Laboratory that au-
thorizes the admission of a covered visitor to
any area of the National Laboratory not ac-
cessible to the general public.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered visitor’”, with re-
spect to a National Laboratory—

(A) means a foreign national from a coun-
try of concern (as such term is defined in
section 8512 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (50 U.S.C.
4581 note; Public Law 119-60)) that—

(i) is not an employee of the Department of
Energy or a management and operations
contractor operating the National Labora-
tory on behalf of the Department of Energy;
and

(ii) has requested access to the premises,
information, or technology of the National
Laboratory; and

(B) does not include any lawful permanent
resident of the United States.

(2) The term ‘‘National Laboratory’ has
the meaning given such term in section 2 of
the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
15801).

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentle-
woman from Iowa (Mrs. HINSON) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Iowa.

Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Chair, this amend-
ment would prohibit foreign nationals
from designated countries of concern
from accessing nonpublic areas of any
national laboratory.

This straightforward measure would
protect the integrity of America’s na-
tional labs and the sensitive research
that underpins our national security.

For years, we know that the Chinese
Communist Party has executed sweep-
ing, coordinated campaigns to acquire
American tech and innovation by any
means necessary.

Last month, Mr. David Shedd, the
former Acting Director of Defense In-
telligence Agency, said: Efforts blend-
ing cyber espionage, human intel-
ligence, academic collaboration, and
commercial investments have fueled
China’s rapid military and economic
rise.

July 22, 2026

This should concern all of us.

Congress passed a law 2 years ago
which prohibited foreign nationals
from China, Russia, Iran, and North
Korea from accessing our weapons labs.
This was an important first step, but
now we must address the same vulnera-
bilities in our science labs. These are
labs where sensitive but unclassified
work on artificial intelligence, quan-
tum technologies, and advanced com-
puting are performed.

These are the very labs that the
President has tasked with executing
the Genesis Mission, a modern-day
Manhattan Project, to ensure that the
United States wins the race for AI
dominance. Yet, at the same time, we
are allowing thousands of nontradi-
tional intelligence collectors from our
competitors and greatest adversaries
to operate inside of these facilities.

We know China’s playbook. The CCP
will weaponize any expertise it gains
militarily, commercially, or economi-
cally. Our adversaries are running so-
phisticated espionage campaigns while
we are rolling out the red carpet for
thousands of these foreign nationals
from proven countries of concern. This
is a direct threat to our national secu-
rity.

Mr. Chair, this amendment simply
closes a known vulnerability. It pro-
hibits foreign nationals from countries
of concern from accessing any non-
public area of a national laboratory
that receives Defense funding.

Building on those actions taken 2
years ago, this amendment protects
the Genesis project and mission and en-
sures that America, not our adver-
saries, will reap the benefits of sci-
entific breakthroughs that our sci-
entists achieve.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Illinois is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chair, this amend-
ment is unnecessary, and I urge every-
one to oppose it.

The Department of Energy Labora-
tories are on to this problem, and they
have been on to it for decades.

Prior to serving in Congress, I spent
over 20 years at Fermi National Accel-
erator Laboratory, where we had Rus-
sian collaborators during the heart of
the Cold War. Some of the very first
experiments that were done at Fermi
National Lab had Russian participants,
and we had incredibly competent sci-
entists coming and visiting.

It was actually kind of amusing.
When you had a group of Russian col-
laborators, there would be five brilliant
scientists and then one guy who was
not a very good physicist. He was the
KGB guy, and everyone laughed about
it.

We had this under control. It was
also a huge benefit to the United
States not only because of the brilliant
assistance we had to grow our science
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program, but also, frankly, as a source
of intelligence assets because these
brilliant scientists would go back to
Russia, and we would maintain inter-
esting communications with them.

That is especially important today
because China has basically installed
the surveillance state. It is very dif-
ficult for us to maintain human assets
in China, but this is one of the only op-
portunities that we have to actually
develop high-level scientific assets.
From that point of view alone, this is
a wrong amendment.

It is not just me who feels this way.
Donald Trump’s Department of Energy
opposes this, and I will just read ver-
batim their comment on it:

“This amendment effectively im-
poses an outright prohibition on access
to DOE national laboratories for all
foreign nationals from countries of
concern, regardless of their mode of ac-
cess. While intended to address secu-
rity concerns, this sweeping restriction
will severely disrupt the national lab-
oratory research and development eco-
system and Kkey administration re-
search priorities,” from the Trump ad-
ministration.

“The Office of Science and other DOE
lab-stewarded programs have a signifi-
cant number of international scientists
and engineers who serve as employees,
users of SC scientific user facilities, or
collaborative visitors. These individ-
uals already undergo indices checks
and extensive, multi-layered risk miti-
gation measures prior to receiving Lab-
oratory access. By bypassing these tai-
lored, risk-based protocols in favor of a
blanket ban, this amendment will dis-
rupt essential scientific human re-
sources who greatly contribute to do-
mestic scientific competitiveness.”

Mr. Chair, it is not often that I agree
with the Trump administration, but
they pretty much nailed that one. This
amendment is unnecessary and coun-
terproductive.

Mrs. HINSON’s amendment has identi-
fied a concern about the impact of for-
eign nationals from countries like Rus-
sia, China, and Iran, but principally
China. However, this amendment is
just unnecessarily restrictive on our
national laboratories.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
join me in opposing this amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Chair, while I
think we can all agree that collabora-
tion is an essential part of research, es-
pecially much of the research hap-
pening in our national laboratories, we
are at a critical point for our country
when it comes to national security and
making sure that the investments that
American taxpayers are putting into
these institutions are protected from
our adversaries.

Mr. Chair, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on this
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Iowa (Mrs. HINSON).
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The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 44 OFFERED BY MR. HARRIGAN

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 44 printed
in part A of House Report 119-755.

Mr. HARRIGAN. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XXVIII,
add the following new section:

SEC. 28 . PROHIBITION ON USE OF AUTO-
MATED SPEED ENFORCEMENT CAM-
ERAS ON MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.

Section 2661 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by inserting at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘“(e) PROHIBITION ON USE OF AUTOMATED
SPEED ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS.—(1) Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, no Fed-
eral funds may be used by the Secretary of
Defense to purchase, install, operate, main-
tain, or contract for the operation of an
automated speed enforcement camera sys-
tem on a military installation.

‘“(2) By not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this subsection, the
Secretary shall ensure that any automated
speed enforcement camera system in oper-
ation on a military installation as of the
date of the enactment of this section is de-
commissioned and removed.

‘(3) Nothing in this subsection may be con-
strued to—

‘“(A) limit the authority of an installation
commander to enforce posted speed limits on
the military installation under the jurisdic-
tion of the commander through means other
than automated speed enforcement cameras;
or

‘“(B) affect the use of any camera or photo-
graphic device for purposes of security, ac-
cess control, force protection, or criminal in-
vestigation, so long as such camera or photo-
graphic device is not primarily used for
speed enforcement.

‘“(4) In this subsection:

‘“(A) The term ‘automated speed enforce-
ment camera system’ means any system that
uses a photographic, video, or other elec-
tronic device to—

‘(i) automatically detect and record the
speed of a motor vehicle; and

‘(ii) generate a record of any vehicle trav-
eling in excess of a posted speed limit.

‘(B) The term ‘military installation’ has
the meaning given such term in section 2801
of this title.”.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. HARRIGAN)
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.
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Mr. HARRIGAN. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in strong support of my amend-
ment. This amendment does one thing:
It bars the Department of War from
buying, installing, or operating auto-
mated speed cameras on military in-
stallations and requires any that are
already in place to be decommissioned
within 180 days.

These systems are not about safety.
They are about revenue. They hand out
fines without context, without discre-
tion, and without due process for our
servicemembers. We just spent the last
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few years working hard through the
NDAA to increase lower enlisted pay,
only to seemingly try to take it away
from them.

Make no mistake, this is not just a
financial risk. It is a security risk. We
have seen what happens when camera
networks tied to critical infrastructure
get compromised. Reporting this year
revealed that foreign intelligence serv-
ices spent years secretly accessing
Tehran’s traffic camera network to
track the movements of Iran’s top
leadership ahead of a strike that killed
its Supreme Leader. These network
systems are an open door for our adver-
saries to exploit.

To be clear about what this amend-
ment does not do, installation com-
manders still keep the full authority to
enforce speed limits through military
police, exactly as they do today. Force
protection, access control, and crimi-
nal investigation cameras at our facil-
ity gates will remain untouched. This
amendment targets one narrow thing:
automated speed enforcement, and
nothing else.

Our troops should not be a captive
customer base for a ticketing vendor or
a soft target for our adversaries. This
amendment closes that door while pre-
serving every legitimate tool that a
commander needs to keep a base safe.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to this amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from California is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself 172 minutes.

Mr. Chair, I am going to say, I am
pretty baffled by this amendment from
my friend and colleague, and I rise in
opposition to this amendment.

It moves base safety in the wrong di-
rection. Even the Department of De-
fense opposes this amendment. This
amendment would prohibit automated
speed enforcement cameras on military
installations.

To be clear, these cameras aren’t
about punishing our troops or their
families. They exist to keep bases and
military families safe. These cameras
keep reckless drivers accountable and
have a proven and effective record for
reducing traffic accidents and main-
taining safe and orderly driving.

According to the Federal Highway
Administration, speed enforcement
cameras have been found to reduce
roadway fatalities and injuries by up to
37 percent.

I want to remind my colleagues that
our military bases aren’t just for
troops to work and train. They are
home to schools, youth centers, child
development centers, playgrounds, and
family housing.

Junior personnel can’t usually afford
vehicles and are usually having to walk
around bases. It is imperative that we
maintain traffic safety. The service-
members and families who live and
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work on these bases deserve every pro-
tection we can give them, and that
must be part of this conversation.

I have not heard one shred of data
and not one credible argument that
this amendment makes our installa-
tions safer.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HARRIGAN. Mr. Chair, I appre-
ciate my colleague from California’s
concern about overall base safety. I
think if we step back and actually look
at the big picture here, what we are
talking about is simply a tax on our
lower enlisted personnel.

We have military police to enforce
safety standards that are already
issued by the base commanders across
every installation that we have. At the
end of the day, we cannot deny that
NIPRNet has been compromised by
over 90 percent of our most serious and
significant adversaries—the exact same
net that these speed cameras would
live on.

I think that is a significant concern
for the safety and security of our in-
stallation personnel and the operations
that are ongoing on our installations.
For that reason, I encourage my col-

leagues to strongly support this
amendment.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Chair, I appre-
ciate my colleague’s argument there,
but if the Department of Defense can’t
maintain the cybersecurity cameras on
our own installations, then we have a
lot bigger problems.

The truth is that vehicle accidents
are one of the leading causes of death
for our servicemembers.

Why are we even debating this? We
should be debating amendments that
rein in this administration’s reckless
conduct on this Iran war or its reckless
spending in the Middle East. Instead,
my colleagues would rather discuss
speed cameras.

The fact is, this amendment restrains
the Secretary’s ability to allocate se-
curity and law enforcement resources
to address traffic safety. Prohibiting
the use of speed cameras also under-
mines an installation commander’s
ability to deploy the appropriate re-
sources to effectively meet the traffic
and public safety needs of the installa-
tion.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this reckless amendment, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. HAR-
RIGAN).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Chair, I demand
a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
will be postponed.
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AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR.
ROGERS OF ALABAMA

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
pursuant to House Resolution 1438, I
offer amendments en bloc.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 2 consisting
of amendment Nos. 105, 106, 107, 108, 109,
110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118,
119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127,
128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136,
137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145,
146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154,
155, 156, 157, and 1568, printed in part A
of House Report 119-755, offered by Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama.

AMENDMENT NO. 105 OFFERED BY MR. CLINE OF
VIRGINIA

Add at the end of subtitle E of title VIII,
the following new section:

SEC. 8 . ELIMINATION OF USE OF CERTAIN
PAYMENT PROCESSING EQUIPMENT,
SYSTEMS, OR SERVICES.

(a) REVIEW.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this section, the
Secretary of Defense shall complete a review
of all retailers to determine if such retailers
use covered equipment, systems, or services
as a substantial or essential component of
the performance of a contract to provide
payment processing equipment, systems, or
services for the Department of Defense.

(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 90 days after
completing the review required by sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Defense shall
issue guidance prohibiting the use of covered
equipment, systems, or services by a retailer
in a contract with the Department of De-
fense. Such policy and guidance shall direct
the modification or termination of such a
contract unless the retailer for such contract
ceases use of covered equipment, systems, or
services in a timely manner.

(c) PrROHIBITION.—Effective January 1, 2027,
the Secretary of Defense may not enter into
a contract for payment processing equip-
ment, systems, or services with a retailer
that uses covered equipment, systems, or
services as a substantial or essential compo-
nent of the performance of such contract.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this section, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a written
report on the implementation on the require-
ments of this section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘country of concern” means—

(A) China;

(B) Russia;

(C) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

(D) North Korea; and

(E) any other country designated by the
Secretary of Defense, as posing a significant
risk to the national security of the United
States.

(2) The term ‘‘covered equipment, system,
or service’—

(A) means a payment processing equip-
ment, system, or service for which the appli-
cation processor, source code, secure proc-
essor, or secure firmware is directly or indi-
rectly developed, manufactured, provided,
owned, controlled, or operated by—

(i) an entity organized under the laws of a
country of concern;

(ii) an entity owned or controlled by the
government of a country of concern;

(iii) an entity subject to the direction, ju-
risdiction, or control of the government,
military, or intelligence services of a coun-
try of concern;

(iv) any subsidiary, affiliate, or successor
entity of an entity described in clauses (i)
through (iii); or
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(v) an entity that the Secretary of Defense
reasonably believes to be an entity owned or
controlled by, or otherwise connected entity
owned or controlled by a country of concern;
and

(B) includes payment processing equip-
ment, systems, or services substantially
comprised of components, software, or tech-
nology supplied by an entity described in
any of clauses (i) through (v) of subpara-
graph (A).

(3) The term ‘‘electronic fund transfer’”—

(A) means any transfer of funds, other than
a transaction originated by check, draft, or
similar paper instrument, which is initiated
through an electronic terminal (as defined in
section 903 of the Electronic Fund Transfer
Act (15 U.S.C. 1693a)), telephone, or computer
or magnetic tape so as to order, instruct, or
authorize a financial institution to debit or
credit an account; and

(B) includes point-of-sale transfers, auto-
mated teller machine transactions, and di-
rect deposits or withdrawals of funds from an
account.

(4) The term ‘‘payment processing equip-
ment, system, or service”” means—

(A) a card, code, or other means of access
to a consumer’s account, or any combination
thereof, that may be used by the consumer
to initiate electronic fund transfers; or

(B) an electronic device, other than a tele-
phone operated by a consumer, through
which a consumer may initiate an electronic
fund transfer.

(6) The term ‘‘retailer’” has the meaning
given in section 4664 of title 10, United
States Code.

AMENDMENT NO. 106 OFFERED BY MR. CLOUD OF
TEXAS

Page 1341, line 22, strike ‘‘(b)” and insert
“(0)”.

(b) RECOVERY OF OUTLAYS.—Write-offs
under subsection (a) shall be done in a man-
ner than ensures any previous cash outlay
from a revolving fund is recovered.

AMENDMENT NO. 107 OFFERED BY MR. COURTNEY
OF CONNECTICUT

Add at the end of subtitle E of title XII the
following:
SEC. 12 . MODIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION
OF SALE TO AUSTRALIA OF IN-SERV-
ICE VIRGINIA CLASS SUBMARINES
TO PROVIDE FOR SALE OF ADDI-
TIONAL IN-SERVICE SUBMARINE IN
LIEU OF NEW CONSTRUCTION SUB-
MARINE.

(a) MODIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION.—Sub-
section (a) of section 1352 of the AUKUS Sub-
marine Transfer Authorization Act (22 U.S.C.
10431 note) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘two”
‘“‘three’’; and

(2) by striking ¢, and transfer not more
than one additional Virginia Class sub-
marine to the Government of Australia on a
sale basis”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—Such section
is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Effective beginning on”
and all that follows through ‘‘the President”’
and inserting ‘“The President’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘20-year period beginning
on the date of the enactment of this Act”
and inserting ‘‘20-year period beginning on
December 22, 2023’;

(2) in subsection (d)(4), by striking ‘‘the
date of the enactment of this Act” and in-
serting ‘‘December 22, 2023°’; and

(3) in subsection (i)(1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“‘Not later than’” and all
that follows through ‘15 years’ and insert-
ing ‘““Not later than July 1 of each year
through 2039°’; and

and inserting
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(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘over
the” and all that follows through ‘‘this Act”
and inserting ‘‘through December 22, 2038,

AMENDMENT NO. 108 OFFERED BY MS. CRAIG OF
MINNESOTA

At the end of subtitle A of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7 . COVERAGE OF CRANIAL ORTHOTIC
DEVICES FOR DEFORMATIONAL
PLAGIOCEPHALY UNDER TRICARE
PROGRAM.

Section 1079(a) of title 10, United States
Code, as amended by section 703, is further
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

¢‘(22) Cranial orthotic devices (molding hel-
mets) for deformational plagiocephaly may
be provided as part of a reconstructive med-
ical treatment.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 109 OFFERED BY MR. CRANE OF

ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle B of title XVII, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 17 . ASSESSMENT OF COUNTER-SUB-
TERRANEAN TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for each of the sub-
sequent five years, the Director of the Com-
bating Terrorism Technical Support Office of
the Department of Defense, in coordination
with the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering, shall convene an en-
gagement with appropriate officials of the
Department of Homeland Security, including
the United States Border Patrol Subterra-
nean Program Management Office, to—

(1) identify Department of Defense-devel-
oped or Department of Defense-sponsored
technologies, capabilities, and research ef-
forts relevant to the detection, mapping,

monitoring, or mitigation of subterranean
threats;
(2) assess opportunities to transition,

adapt, test, or evaluate such technologies for
operational use in detecting, monitoring,
and countering illicit cross-border tunnel ac-
tivity along the international borders of the
United States;

(3) identify opportunities for collaboration
relating to research, development, testing,
evaluation, and technology transition activi-
ties concerning counter-subterranean capa-
bilities; and

(4) identify barriers to interagency co-
operation, technology transfer, testing, eval-
uation, or deployment of such capabilities.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT AND BRIEFING.—Not
later than 90 days after each engagement re-
quired under subsection (a), the Director of
the Combating Terrorism Technical Support
Office shall submit a report and provide a
briefing to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Armed Services and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate that includes a
description of—

(1) the technologies, capabilities, and re-
search efforts discussed during the engage-
ment;

(2) opportunities identified for further re-
search, development, testing, evaluation,
transition, or operational assessment activi-
ties;

(3) recommendations for improving coordi-
nation between the Department of Defense
and Federal partners regarding counter-sub-
terranean technologies; and

(4) any legislative, regulatory, or adminis-
trative barriers affecting the development,
transition, or deployment of counter-sub-
terranean capabilities.

AMENDMENT NO. 110 OFFERED BY MR. CRANE OF
ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle B of title V, add the

following new section:
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SEC. 5. REPORT ON EDUCATIONAL PARTNER-
SHIPS TO SUPPORT MILITARY RE-
CRUITMENT, READINESS, AND END
STRENGTH REQUIREMENTS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Education, shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees, the Committee on Education and Work-
force of the House of Representatives, and
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of the Senate a report on op-
portunities to strengthen military recruit-
ment and support the readiness and end
strength requirements of the Armed Forces
through partnerships with secondary
schools, institutions of higher education, and
career and technical education programs.

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include the
following:

(1) An assessment of current and projected
recruiting challenges affecting the Armed
Forces and the ability of the military de-
partments to meet authorized end strength

requirements.
(2) An assessment of the extent to which
academic preparedness, physical fitness,

workforce readiness, and awareness of mili-
tary service opportunities impact the pool of
qualified applicants available to the Armed
Forces.

(3) An evaluation of existing Department
of Defense engagement with secondary
schools, institutions of higher education, and
career and technical education programs and
the effectiveness of such engagement in sup-
porting recruiting objectives and military
readiness.

(4) An assessment of the Junior Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps program and the Sen-
ior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps pro-
gram, including—

(A) participation levels and recent enroll-
ment trends;

(B) geographic distribution and accessi-
bility of those programs;

(C) barriers to program expansion, includ-
ing in areas experiencing recruiting short-
falls; and

(D) opportunities to increase participation,
improve awareness of military service path-
ways, and strengthen leadership develop-
ment among participants.

(5) An assessment of opportunities to ex-
pand partnerships between the Department
of Defense and educational institutions to
support recruitment into mission-critical
military career fields, including science,
technology, engineering, mathematics, cy-
bersecurity, aviation, logistics, healthcare,
artificial intelligence, and other fields iden-
tified by the Secretary of Defense.

(6) Recommendations for improving coordi-
nation between the Department of Defense
and the Department of Education to increase
awareness of military service opportunities,
scholarships, service academies, Senior Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps scholarships,
military career pathways, and other pro-
grams that support military recruiting and
readiness.

(7) An assessment of opportunities to align
existing educational, workforce develop-
ment, and career readiness programs with
current and projected Armed Forces per-
sonnel requirements.

(8) Recommendations for legislative or ad-
ministrative actions to strengthen the pipe-
line of qualified applicants for military serv-
ice and support long-term military readiness
and end strength requirements.

(99 Recommendations to increase the
attractiveness of military service as a career
path and form of public service, including
recommendations to improve awareness of
military career opportunities, expand path-
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ways to service through the Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps and Senior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps programs, strength-
en educational and workforce development
partnerships, and increase the pool of quali-
fied applicants available to meet military
readiness and end strength requirements.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
submitting the report required under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Defense shall
provide a briefing to the congressional de-
fense committees on the findings and rec-
ommendations contained in the report.

(d) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 111 OFFERED BY MR. CRANE OF
ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . MOBILE DEVICE FORCE PROTECTION
AGAINST COMMERCIAL SURVEIL-
LANCE THREATS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall establish a pilot
program to evaluate mobile device force pro-
tection technologies intended to reduce the
operational exposure of covered personnel
arising from application-generated signals.

(2) PARTICIPATION.—The Secretary shall
make participation in the pilot program
available to the military departments, the
combatant commands, and other covered or-
ganizations seeking to participate.

(3) ACQUISITION AUTHORITIES.—The Sec-
retary shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, use existing rapid acquisition au-
thorities and other transaction authorities
to minimize administrative barriers to par-
ticipation in the pilot program.

(4) MEASURES OF EFFECTIVENESS.—The Sec-
retary shall establish objective, outcome-
based measures of effectiveness before the
initiation of the pilot program..

(b) MINIMUM  OPERATIONAL  REQUIRE-
MENTS.—A technology evaluated under the
pilot program shall demonstrate the ability
to—

(1) identify applications generating signals
relevant to force protection;

(2) determine the destinations receiving
such signals;

(3) characterize the categories of informa-
tion transmitted in sufficient detail to assess
operational exposure;

(4) distinguish legitimate application
functionality from analytics, diagnostics,
advertising, profiling, and related exploi-
tation activities;

(5) maintain auditable records and gen-
erate commander-level reporting sufficient
to support force protection decisions;

(6) actively control application-generated
transmissions, including the ability to block,
throttle, or otherwise govern which signals
leave the device and the destinations to
which they may be sent, and not merely to
observe, characterize, or report them;

(7) enable the Department of Defense, and
not solely a vendor, to independently verify
the matters described in paragraphs (1)
through (6) and to confirm measured reduc-
tions in operational exposure; and

(8) adapt as commercial surveillance tech-
niques evolve.

(c) TRANSITION AND OPERATIONAL ADOP-
TION.—

(1) DETERMINATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the evaluation of a technology is com-
pleted under the pilot program, the Sec-
retary shall determine whether the evalu-
ated technology demonstrated measurable
reductions in operational exposure associ-
ated with commercial mobile surveillance.
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(2) ADOPTION.—If the Secretary determines
that the effectiveness of a technology evalu-
ated under the pilot program has been ade-
quately demonstrated, the Secretary may
authorize operational deployment of the
technology without initiating a duplicative
requirements process.

(3) TRANSITION PATHWAYS.—The Secretary
shall identify potential transition pathways
for a technology before evaluating the tech-
nology under the pilot program.

(d) CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT.—

(1) FRAMEWORK.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a continuous assessment framework
applicable to deployed mobile device force
protection technologies, under which each
such technology is reviewed not less fre-
quently than annually to evaluate whether
it continues to reduce operational exposure
arising from commercial mobile surveil-
lance.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less frequently
than annually, the Secretary shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a re-
port that summarizes the findings of the as-
sessments conducted under paragraph (1),
identifies emerging commercial surveillance
techniques, documents the effectiveness of
deployed technologies, and recommends
modifications to standards and procurement
approaches.

(e) DEGRADATION AND REASSESSMENT.—If
the Secretary determines that a deployed
mobile device force protection technology no
longer provides meaningful protection
against identified threats, the Secretary
shall initiate a review of alternative capa-
bilities using the authorities established
under this section.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to require the use
of a particular technical architecture, imple-
mentation methodology, or commercial ven-
dor. The requirements established under this
section are intended to define the oper-
ational outcomes necessary to support force
protection and not to prescribe the means by
which those outcomes are achieved.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘application-generated sig-
nal” means any data transmitted from a mo-
bile device by, or on behalf of, a software ap-
plication, including data derived from device
sensors, network and environmental observa-
tions, diagnostic and behavioral telemetry,
and embedded software development Kits,
whether or not the data includes a persistent
identifier.

(2) The term ‘‘covered personnel’”’ means—

(A) members of the Armed Forces;

(B) civilian employees of the Department
of Defense;

(C) contractors supporting the Department
of Defense;

(D) employees of entities engaged in the
development or manufacture of weapons sys-
tems or other defense articles; and

(E) any other category of personnel des-
ignated by the Secretary of Defense whose
duties involve heightened operational secu-
rity considerations.

(3) The term ‘‘mobile device force protec-
tion technology’ means a technology or ca-
pability intended to identify, observe, char-
acterize, audit, report upon, restrict, sup-
press, or otherwise manage application-gen-
erated signals that may contribute to oper-
ational surveillance or pattern-of-life recon-
struction affecting covered personnel.

(4) The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Sec-
retary of Defense.

AMENDMENT NO. 112 OFFERED BY MR. CRAWFORD
OF ARKANSAS

In title XVI, subtitle B, add at the end the

following new section:

SEC. 1619. OFFICE FOR BOMBING PREVENTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title II of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
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121 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:
“SEC. 211. OFFICE FOR BOMBING PREVENTION.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Office of Intelligence and Anal-
ysis of the Department an Office for Bomb-
ing Prevention (in this section referred to as
the ‘Office’), which shall be headed by an in-
dividual in the Senior Executive Service
with subject matter expertise in deterring,
detecting, preventing, protecting against,
mitigating, and responding to terrorist ex-
plosive threats and attacks.

“(b) PRINCIPAL RESPONSIBILITIES.—The
head of the Office shall—

‘(1) act as the primary coordinator for the
Department of Homeland Security with all
elements of the Department of Defense that
have responsibilities for the disposal of ex-
plosive ordnance;

‘“(2) ensure the effectiveness of intelligence
and other information sharing between such
elements of the Department of Defense and
the Department of Homeland Security, in-
cluding the Federal, State, local, and tribal
partners of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity; and

‘“(3) advise the Secretary on matters re-
lated to terrorist explosive threats and at-
tacks in the United States.

‘“(c) FUNCTIONS.—The Office shall have the
primary responsibility within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for enhancing
the ability of, and coordinating the efforts
of, the United States to deter, detect, pre-
vent, protect against, mitigate, and respond
to terrorist explosive threats and attacks in
the United States, including by the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) Coordinating the efforts of the Depart-
ment to counter terrorist explosive threats
and attacks in the United States, including
by—

‘““(A) developing, in consultation with the
Under Secretary for Strategy, Policy, and
Plans, the strategy of the Department
against terrorist explosive threats and at-
tacks, including efforts to support the secu-
rity and preparedness of critical infrastruc-
ture and the public sector and private sector;

“(B) leading the prioritization of the ef-
forts of the Department against terrorist ex-
plosive threats and attacks, including pre-
paredness and operational requirements;

‘(C) ensuring, in consultation with the
Under Secretary for Science and Technology
and the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, the identifica-
tion, evaluation, and availability of effective
technology applications through field pilot
testing and acquisition of such technology
applications by the public sector to deter,
detect, prevent, protect against, mitigate,
and respond to terrorist explosive threats
and attacks in the United States;

‘(D) providing advice and recommenda-
tions to the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency regarding
the effective use of grants authorized under
section 2002; and

‘“(E) aligning, in consultation with the As-
sistant Secretary for the Countering Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction Office, the efforts of
the Department related to terrorist explo-
sive threats and attacks in the United States
and weapons of mass destruction.

“(2) Engaging other Federal departments
and agencies, including Sector Risk Manage-
ment Agencies and relevant elements of the
Department of Defense, regarding terrorist
explosive threats and attacks in the United
States.

“(3) Facilitating information sharing and
decision support of the public and private
sectors involved in deterrence, detection,
prevention, protection against, mitigation
of, and response to terrorist explosive
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threats and attacks in the United States, in-
cluding, when appropriate, delivering infor-
mation to the public and private sectors
using open-source materials or downgrading
the classification level of information.

‘“(4) Providing training, guidance, plan-
ning, assessments, and technical assistance
to the public and private sectors, as appro-
priate, to help counter the risk of terrorist
explosive threats and attacks in the United
States. The training and technical assistance
provided under this paragraph shall in-
clude—

“‘(A) support efforts to prepare for and re-
spond to bomb threats or other acts con-
cerning explosive threats and attacks in the
United States; and

“(B) support of public and private sector
preparedness for security of critical infra-
structure, facilities, and special events, as

appropriate.

“(b) Promoting security awareness,
through educational outreach or secure in-
formation sharing, where appropriate,

among the public sector, the private sector,
and the general public regarding the risks
posed by the misuse of explosive precursor
chemicals and other bomb-making mate-
rials.

‘“(6) Conducting analysis and planning for
the capabilities and requirements necessary
for the public and private sectors, as appro-
priate, to deter, detect, prevent, protect
against, mitigate, and respond to terrorist
explosive threats and attacks in the United
States, including by—

‘““(A) maintaining a database on capabili-
ties and requirements, including capabilities
and requirements of public safety bomb
squads, explosive detection canine teams,
special tactics teams, and public safety dive
teams; and

‘“(B) applying the analysis derived from the
database described in subparagraph (A) with
respect to—

‘(i) evaluating progress toward closing
identified gaps relating to national strategic
goals and standards related to deterring, de-
tecting, preventing, protecting against, miti-
gating, and responding to terrorist explosive
threats and attacks in the United States;
and

‘‘(ii) informing decisions relating to home-
land security policy, assistance, training, re-
search, development efforts, testing and
evaluation, and related requirements regard-
ing deterring, detecting, preventing, pro-
tecting against, mitigating, and responding
to terrorist explosive threats and attacks in
the United States.

‘(7T Facilitating secure information shar-
ing of sensitive material and promoting se-
curity awareness, including by—

‘“(A) operating and maintaining a secure
information sharing system that allows
sharing among and between the public and
private sectors of critical information relat-
ing to explosive attack tactics, techniques,
and procedures;

‘(B) working with international partners,
in consultation with the Office of Inter-
national Affairs of the Department, to de-
velop and share effective practices to deter,
detect, prevent, protect against, mitigate,
and respond to terrorist explosive threats
and attacks in the United States;

‘“(C) executing national public awareness
and vigilance campaigns relating to—

‘“(i) terrorist explosive threats and attacks
in the United States;

‘‘(ii) preventing explosive attacks; and

‘“(iii) activities and measures underway to
safeguard the United States; and

‘(D) working with relevant stakeholder or-
ganizations.

‘(8) Providing any other assistance the
Secretary determines necessary.”’.
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents at the beginning of such Act is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 210G the following new item:

‘“Sec. 211. Office for Bombing Prevention.”.

(c) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SYNCHRONI-
ZATION.—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that—

(1) planning and operations of the Depart-
ment of Defense are updated to reflect the
changes made by this section in a timely
manner; and

(2) access to appropriate defense and mili-
tary intelligence information sharing is
maintained during the transition from any
existing office with the Department of
Homeland Security to the Office of Bombing
Prevention as established by this section in
a way that would not impede a response in
an emergency or on-going operations.
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AMENDMENT NO. 113 OFFERED BY MR. CRAWFORD
OF ARKANSAS

At the end of subtitle A of title VI, add the
following new section:

SEC. 6 . IMPROVEMENTS TO INCENTIVE PAY
FOR EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DIS-
POSAL DUTY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subchapter I of Chap-
ter 5 of title 37, United States Code, is
amended by inserting, after section 30le, the
following new section:

“§ 301f. Incentive pay: explosive ordnance dis-
posal duty

‘“(a) ELIGIBILITY.—(1) Subject to regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary of Defense,
a regular member of a covered armed force is
entitled to continuous monthly explosive
ordnance disposal duty incentive pay in the
amount specified in subsection (b)(1) if the
member—

““(A) is entitled to basic pay:;
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‘“(B) holds (or is in training leading to) an
explosive ordnance disposal duty designator;
and

“(C) is in and remains in explosive ord-
nance disposal duty on a career basis.

‘“(2) Subject to regulations prescribed by
the Secretary of Defense, a member of a cov-
ered armed force who is entitled to basic pay
but is not entitled to continuous monthly
explosive ordnance disposal duty incentive
pay under paragraph (1) is entitled to explo-
sive ordnance disposal duty incentive pay in
the amount prescribed pursuant to sub-
section (b)(2) for any period during which
such member performs explosive ordnance
disposal duty under orders.

‘““(b) RATES.—(1) Continuous monthly ex-
plosive ordnance disposal duty incentive pay
under subsection (a)(1) shall be in the fol-
lowing amounts:

“Years of explosive ordnance disposal
duty (including training):

Monthly Rate

QOver 22
Over 24
QOver 25

$125
$156
$188
$206
$650
$800
$1,000
$840
$585
$385
$250

‘“(2) Explosive ordnance disposal duty in-
centive pay under subsection (a)(2)—

‘“(A) shall be in amounts prescribed by the
Secretary of Defense;

“(B) may not, for any month, exceed the
maximum amount specified in paragraph (1);
and

“(C) may not be less per day than the
amount under subsection (d).

‘‘(c) COMPUTATION OF YEARS.—Years of ex-
plosive ordnance disposal duty by a member
shall be computed beginning with the effec-
tive date of the initial order to such member
to perform explosive ordnance disposal duty.

¢(d) APPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN DUTY IN THE
RESERVE COMPONENTS.—Under regulations
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense and
to the extent provided for by appropriations,
for each day that a member of a reserve com-
ponent of a covered armed force who is enti-
tled to compensation under section 206 of
this title, performs, under orders, explosive
ordnance disposal duty, such member is eli-
gible for an increase in compensation equal
to one-thirtieth of the continuous monthly
incentive pay under subsection (b)(1) for a
member of corresponding years of service en-
titled to basic pay.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘covered armed force’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

‘“(2) The term ‘explosive ordnance disposal’
has the meaning given such term in section
2284 of title 10.

‘“(3) The term ‘explosive ordnance disposal
duty’ means duty performed by a member of
a covered armed force, under regulations
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, in ex-
plosive ordnance disposal.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 301f of title
37, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), shall take effect on the date that
is 180 days after the date of the enactment of

this Act and apply to explosive ordnance dis-
posal duty performed on or after such date.

AMENDMENT NO. 114 OFFERED BY MR. CRAWFORD
OF ARKANSAS

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . PILOT PROGRAM ON THE ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD AS THE HOMELAND
DEFENSE INTEGRATOR FOR DE-
FEATING EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Army may conduct a pilot program to assess
the feasibility and advisability of the devel-
opment of a capability in support of Depart-
ment of the Army missions within the Na-
tional Guard through which the National
Guard of a State remotely provides to the
National Guard of other States (whether or
not in the same Armed Force as the pro-
viding National Guard) explosive ordnance
disposal capability through technical assist-
ance in the planning, preparation, training,
and response to accidents and incidents in-
volving foreign and domestic explosive ord-
nance, as such term is defined in section
283(d) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) ASSESSMENT PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT.—
For the purposes of the pilot program de-
scribed in subsection (a), the Director of the
Army National Guard shall, prior to com-
mencing the pilot program, determine—

(A) which of the service component com-
mands of the Army best supports the respon-
sible combatant commands that defend the
homeland including the United States Stra-
tegic Command, the United States Space
Command, and the United States Northern
Command;

(B) the command and support relationships
of Army National Guard explosive ordnance
disposal formations, and other military ex-
plosive ordnance disposal units, to the Army

service component command identified pur-
suant to subparagraph (A);

(C) the required increase in the number of
members of the National Guard performing
full-time National Guard duty in the Active
Guard and Reserve Program that may sup-
port or execute such homeland defense ac-
tivities performed by the National Guard
under section 904 of title 32, United States
Code; and

(D) the crosswalk of designated Army Na-
tional Guard explosive ordnance disposal
units to that of the Department of Defense
prioritized critical infrastructure listing
with an emphasis on United States left of
launch capability including missile produc-
tion and storage facilities, missile launching
equipment and positions, and command and
control equipment generally recognized as
lawful military objectives that may be tar-
geted.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The pilot program de-
scribed in subsection (a) may include the fol-
lowing:

(1) A secure net-worked capability, includ-
ing joint worldwide intelligence communica-
tion system and secure internet protocol
router networks, that enables the National
Guard explosive ordnance disposal unit of a
State to remotely provide command and con-
trol, intelligence, technical operations over-
sight, and explosives safety compliance with-
out the need to deploy outside its home
State.

(2) The development of policies, processes,
procedures, program element and manage-
ment decision packages, and authorities for
use of such a capability, including with re-
spect to the following:

(A) The roles and responsibilities of both
requesting and deploying National Guards
with respect to such explosive ordnance dis-
posal capabilities as defined in section
2284(d)(2) of title 10, United States Code.
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(B) Program management and governance
structures for deployment and maintenance
of such a capability.

(3) The conduct of at least three annual ex-
ercises known as ‘‘Ravens Challenge exer-
cises’” with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives and the Army
which shall include the following:

(A) The participation of not fewer than the
National Guards of two States.

(B) Circumstances designed to test and
validate the policies, processes, procedures,
program elements, and management decision
packages and authorities pursuant to para-
graph (2).

(c) CONSTRUCTION WITH CERTAIN CURRENT
AUTHORITIES.—

(1) COMMAND AUTHORITIES.—Nothing in this
section may be construed as affecting or al-
tering the command authorities otherwise
applicable to any unit of the National Guard
participating in the pilot program.

(2) EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE
COMPACT.—Nothing in the section may be
construed as affecting or altering any cur-
rent agreement under the Emergency Man-
agement Assistance Compact, or any other
State agreements, or as determinant of the
future content of any such agreement.

(d) EVALUATION METRICS.—The Director of
the Army National Guard shall establish
metrics to evaluate the effectiveness of the
pilot program.

(e) TERM.—The pilot program under sub-
section (a) shall not terminate not later than
five years (a future years defense program
cycle) after the date of the commencement
of the pilot program.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the commencement of
the pilot program, the Secretary of the
Army shall submit to the defense and intel-
ligence committees of Congress an initial re-
port setting forth a description of the pilot
program and such other matters in connec-
tion with the pilot program as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after the termination of the pilot program,
the Secretary of the Army shall submit to
the defense and intelligence committees of
Congress a final report. The report shall in-
clude the following:

(A) A description of the pilot program in-
cluding any partnerships entered into under
the pilot program.

(B) A summary of the assessment per-
formed prior to the commencement of the
pilot program in accordance with subsection
(a)(2).

(C) A summary of the evaluation metrics
established in accordance with subsection
(d).

(D) An assessment of the effectiveness of
the pilot program, and capability elements
described in subsection (b).

(E) A description of the costs associated
with implementation and conduct of the
pilot program.

(F) A recommendation as to authorizing a
permanent program modeled on the pilot
program.

(G) An estimate of the costs on making the
pilot program permanent and expanding it
nationwide in accordance with the rec-
ommendation in subparagraph (F).

(H) Such recommendations for legislative
or administrative action as the Secretary of
the Army considers appropriate in light of
the pilot program.

(g) STATE DEFINED.—In this section,
term ‘‘State’” means—

(1) the several States;

(2) the District of Columbia;

(3) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;

(4) American Samoa;

(5) Guam;

the
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(6) the United States Virgin Islands; and

(7) the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands.

AMENDMENT NO. 115 OFFERED BY MR. CRAWFORD
OF ARKANSAS

At the end of subtitle G of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . PILOT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE BENE-
FITS AND SERVICES TO ARMY EX-
PLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL
MEMBERS WHO ARE SEPARATING.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Army and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall jointly es-
tablish a pilot program to provide members
of the Army who are separating under honor-
able conditions who are qualified for explo-
sive ordnance disposal to attend the Crimi-
nal Investigator Training Program of the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the
pilot program required by subsection (a), the
Secretary of the Army shall—

(1) require participants in the pilot pro-
gram to be separated from the Armed Forces
or on terminal leave, as determined by the
Secretary;

(2) shall reimburse the Director of the Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Training Centers not
more than $50,000 per participant in the pilot
program for not more than 24 participants
per fiscal year; and

(3) shall not reimburse any other agency
for any additional training provided to par-
ticipants.

(¢) REPORTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the establishment of the pilot pro-
gram required by subsection (a), and annu-
ally thereafter until the termination of the
pilot program, the Secretary of the Army, in
consultation with the Secretary of Homeland
Security, shall submit to the Committee on
Armed Services and the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Armed
Services and the Committee on Homeland
Security and Government Affairs of the Sen-
ate a report on the pilot program, includ-
ing—

(A) the number of participants in the pilot
program who successfully complete the
Criminal Investigator Training Program;

(B) the recommendation of the Secretary
as to whether the number of participants au-
thorized to participate in the pilot program
should be increased or decreased; and

(C) an assessment of the viability of ex-
panding the pilot program to members of
other Armed Forces with expertise in explo-
sive ordnance disposal.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
after the termination of the pilot program
required by subsection (a), the Secretary of
the Army, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, shall submit to
the committees described in paragraph (1) a
report that includes—

(A) the elements described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (C) of paragraph (1); and

(B) the recommendation of the Secretary
as to whether to make the pilot program per-
manent.

(d) TERMINATION.—The pilot program re-
quired by subsection (a) shall terminate on
the date that is five years after the date on
which such pilot program is established.
AMENDMENT NO. 116 OFFERED BY MR. DAVIDSON

OF OHIO

At the end of subtitle G of title XII of divi-
sion A, add the following:

SEC. 12 . STUDY AND REPORT ON ADVANCING
UNITED STATES INTERESTS IN THE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that there
are unconventional transnational threat net-
works that—
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(1) are centered on, but not exclusive to,
drug trafficking organizations; and

(2) the President’s National Security
Strategy has identified as challenges to the
core national interests of the United States.

(b) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall
carry out a study of the major threat net-
works operating in the Western Hemisphere,
with the purpose of revealing their principal
leaders, capabilities, activities, methods, in-
frastructure, financial assets, and weapons,
as well as how they overlap with drug traf-
ficking organizations. In carrying out the
study, the Secretary should prioritize such
major threats that—

(1) threaten the homeland;

(2) abet international terrorism;

(3) smuggle illegal drugs or supply weap-
ons;

(4) are heavily reliant on entities not lo-
cated in the Western Hemisphere; or

(5) traffic human beings or facilitate mass
migration.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the Committee on
Armed Services and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report containing—

(1) all findings and determinations made in
carrying out the study required under sub-
section (b);

(2) a comparison of the threats identified
in such study to the global threat priorities
of the Department of Defense; and

(3) an explanation of how the Department
of Defense plans to coordinate with the
heads of other appropriate departments and
agencies of the United States to use the re-
sources of the Department, in coordination
with criminal prosecutions, diplomacy, and
other tools, to dismantle the major threat
networks studied under subsection (b).
AMENDMENT NO. 117 OFFERED BY MR. DAVIDSON

OF OHIO

Page 305, after line 7, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 5 . PROHIBITED DIETARY SUPPLEMENT
INGREDIENTS AND PERFORMANCE-
ENHANCING SUBSTANCES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Chapter 49 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 978 the following new section:
“§978a. Prohibited dietary supplement ingre-

dients and performance-enhancing sub-

stances

‘(a) PROHIBITED INGREDIENT AND SUB-
STANCE LISTS.—The Secretary shall publish
and, not less frequently than once every 90
days, shall update a list of—

‘(1) dietary supplement ingredients pro-
hibited for use by members of the armed
forces; and

‘“(2) performance-enhancing substances
prohibited for use by members of the armed
forces.

“(b) REQUIRED FORMATS.—The Secretary
shall publish the list under subsection (a)—

‘(1) on an internet website where such list
may be viewed in full without use of a search
function;

‘(2) in a searchable database; and

“3) in a digital file that may be
downloaded from such internet website in a
common format.

‘‘(c) COMMANDING OFFICER MAY ELECT NOT
TO DISCIPLINE.—The commanding officer of a
member of the armed forces who possesses or
uses a dietary supplement containing an in-
gredient (other than a substance included in
the schedule under section 202 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812)) ap-
pearing on the list under subsection (a)(1)—

‘(1) may elect not to subject such member
to discipline if—
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“‘(A) such possession or use is the first dis-
ciplinary offense committed by such mem-
ber;

‘“(B) such commanding officer determines
that such member satisfies the good faith
standard under subsection (e); and

‘(C) such member agrees to participate in
education, counseling, or drug testing in lieu
of discipline; and

‘(2) may elect not to subject such member
to administrative separation.

*‘(d) POSSESSION OF PROHIBITED INGREDIENT
NoT DRUG ABUSE.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, possession of a die-
tary supplement containing an ingredient
(other than a substance included in the
schedule under section 202 of the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812)) appearing on
the list under subsection (a)(1) shall not con-
stitute drug abuse for purposes of this title.

‘‘(e) GOOD FAITH STANDARD.—A member of
the armed forces satisfies the good faith
standard under this subsection if such mem-
ber—

‘(1) possesses or uses a dietary supplement
containing an ingredient (other than a sub-
stance included in the schedule under section
202 of the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. 812)) appearing on the list under sub-
section (a)(1) without actual knowledge that
such dietary supplement contains such in-
gredient;

‘(2) purchases such supplement from a re-
tail facility affiliated with the Department
of Defense;

‘(3) reasonably relies, prior to purchasing
or using such supplement, on a search of the
list under subsection (a)(1) that fails to iden-
tify such ingredient as prohibited under sub-
section (a)(1), including due to a misspelling
or variation in the name of such ingredient
on such list; or

‘“(4) otherwise demonstrates a reasonable
belief that such supplement does not contain
such ingredient.”.

(b) SECRETARY TO UPDATE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE INSTRUCTION.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
section, the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Under Secretary for Personnel
and Readiness, shall revise Department of
Defense Instruction 6130.06 pursuant to sec-
tion 978a of title 10, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a).

(c) SECRETARY TO UPDATE OPERATION SUP-
PLEMENT SAFETY INTERNET WEBSITE.—Not
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this section, the Secretary
shall—

(1) update the Operation Supplement Safe-
ty internet website to enhance functionality
for—

(A) vendors of dietary supplements; and

(B) members of the Armed Forces; and

(2) review possible improvements to such
internet website, including with respect to—

(A) search tools that employ—

(i) autofill functionality; and

(ii) autocorrect functionality;

(B) artificial intelligence tools that can—

(i) scan product labels; and

(ii) search such internet website for infor-
mation on the ingredients found on such la-
bels; and

(C) capacity to allow a user to register to
receive a notification when a dietary supple-
ment ingredient is added to the list under
section 978a(a)(1) of title 10, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a).

(d) SECRETARY TO REVIEW DIETARY SUPPLE-
MENT SAFETY EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES.—
Not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this section, the Secretary
shall review opportunities for incorporating
into existing training programs for members
of the Armed Forces education concerning—

(1) dietary supplement safety; and
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(2) the list under section 978a(a) of title 10,
United States Code, as added by subsection
(a).

(e) REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not
later than 120 days after the date of the en-
actment of this section, the Secretary shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report describing efforts made to en-
sure that retail facilities affiliated with the
Department of Defense do not sell any prod-
ucts containing an ingredient appearing on
the list under section 978a(a) of title 10,
United States Code, as added by subsection
(a).

(2) FINAL IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not
later than two years after the date of the en-
actment of this section, the Secretary shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report describing steps taken to imple-
ment section 978a of title 10, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a).

(3) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
yvear after the date of the enactment of this
section, and annually thereafter for a period
of five years, the Secretary shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a re-
port—

(A) listing, for the one-year period ending
on the date on which such report is sub-
mitted—

(i) the total number of administrative sep-
aration actions initiated for possession or
use of a dietary supplement containing an
ingredient appearing on the list under sec-
tion 978a(a)(1) of title 10, United States Code,
as added by subsection (a), disaggregated
by—

(I) armed force;

(IT) pay grade;

(III) characterization of discharge sought;

(IV) whether the member subject to the ad-
ministrative separation action contested
such action; and

(V) outcome; and

(ii) the number of commanding officers
who elected not to subject a member of the
Armed Forces to discipline under section
978a(c) of such title; and

(B) assessing the effectiveness of efforts to
provide education relating to dietary supple-
ment safety to members of the Armed
Forces.

AMENDMENT NO. 118 OFFERED BY MR. DAVIS OF
NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . BRIEFING ON LOW COST, PLATFORM
AGNOSTIC AUTONOMY MODULES
FOR SUAS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) there is a growing operational need for
rapidly deployable, low cost, and attritable
small unmanned aerial systems (in this sec-
tion referred to as ‘‘sUAS’’) capable of exe-
cuting autonomous strike and reconnais-
sance missions.

(2) commercial sector advances now allow
advanced artificial intelligence-enabled au-
tonomy to run on inexpensive, widely fielded
hardware, such as ruggedized Net Warrior
Android based devices, mounted onto off the
shelf drones;

(3) these capabilities can convert low cost
platforms into autonomous delivery or one
way attack systems without requiring com-
plex or costly payload integration;

(4) it is encouraging that emerging plat-
form agnostic autonomy Kkits that leverage
onboard sensors and processors from com-
mercially available devices to enable naviga-
tion, target recognition, and terminal en-
gagement for sUAS operating in contested
environments; and

(5) these capabilities offer the Department
a rapid, scalable means of fielding attritable
systems at a fraction of traditional cost.
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(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than December 1,
2026, the Secretary of Defense shall provide
to the congressional defense committees a
briefing on opportunities to accelerate devel-
opment and acquisition of low cost, platform
agnostic autonomy modules for sUAS. The
briefing shall include each of the following:

(1) A survey of commercially derived au-
tonomy solutions that can be integrated
onto inexpensive, non proprietary hardware.

(2) An assessment of Department of De-
fense integration pathways for enabling au-
tonomous weapons delivery or ISR missions
on off the shelf drones.

(3) Recommendations for rapid fielding,
demonstrations, or procurement approaches
that would allow the Services to acquire and
deploy such capabilities at scale.

AMENDMENT NO. 119 OFFERED BY MR. DAVIS OF
NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of subtitle E of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . ARMY REPORT ON RESILIENT TAC-
TICAL POWER AND BATTERY SAFE-
TY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Army units operating at the tactical
edge increasingly rely on resilient power
generation, storage, distribution, and charg-
ing to support communications systems, sen-
sor networks, unmanned systems, directed-
energy counter-UAS capabilities, command-
and-control nodes, tactical vehicles, and
other mission equipment.

(2) Current fielded power solutions may not
be optimized as integrated systems, limiting
interoperability and increasing fuel, mainte-
nance, and logistics burdens.

(3) Batteries are a critical part of this ar-
chitecture, because lithium battery perform-
ance and safety depend heavily on subcompo-
nents, including separator materials.

(4) Separator failure or degradation under
high-rate cycling, cold-start pulse demand,
elevated temperatures, extended storage, or
mechanical and electrical abuse can con-
tribute to internal short circuits, thermal
events, and fault propagation in confined,
manned, vehicle-integrated, or unmanned
applications.

(5) Separator technologies and other sub-
components should be assessed by the Army
alongside power generation, charging, dis-
tribution, and sustainment needs.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Army shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a report
on the efforts of the Army to demonstrate,
assess, and transition resilient tactical
power architectures and safe lithium battery
technologies for mission systems. The report
shall include each of the following:

(1) A description of priority operational
use cases for integrated tactical power and
battery-dependent mission systems, includ-
ing how hybrid tactical microgrids, control
nodes, batteries, power electronics, charging,
distribution, and energy storage would sup-
port unmanned systems, sensors, command-
and-control nodes, directed-energy counter-
unmanned aircraft systems, tactical vehi-
cles, and other systems at the tactical edge.

(2) A roadmap for laboratory, field, and
operational demonstrations, including—

(A) integration with Army generators, tac-
tical vehicles, batteries, power electronics,
and representative combat formations;

(B) use of modular open systems architec-
tures;

(C) cyber and electromagnetic resilience
requirements; and

(D) metrics for fuel efficiency, logistics
burden, reliability, survivability, and
lifecycle costs.
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(3) An assessment of lithium battery de-
signs, separator technologies, and related
subcomponents that could improve high-rate
cycling, cold-start performance, persistent
low-draw operation, elevated-temperature
endurance, long-duration storage, intrinsic
fault containment, and propagation resist-
ance, including relevant cooperative agree-
ments, test standards, and representative
Army mission profiles.

(4) A description of performance, safety,
and sustainment testing for fielded batteries,
including overcharge, crush, puncture, inter-
nal short-circuit, thermal exposure, thermal
runaway, charging in extreme or austere en-
vironments, and procedures to keep batteries
for unmanned systems and other mission
equipment functional and charged in storage
and regular use.

(5) A transition and sourcing plan for suc-
cessful prototypes, validated battery designs,
separator materials, and related subcompo-
nents, including current and planned pro-
grams of record, existing platforms, can-
didate units and echelons for initial fielding,
opportunities to leverage commercially
proven domestic or allied battery and power
electronics technologies, barriers to transi-
tion, and steps to secure domestic or allied
production of separators, electrodes, electro-
lytes, cells, packs, and associated manufac-
turing capabilities.

AMENDMENT NO. 120 OFFERED BY MR. DUNN OF

FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle E of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC. 1 . MODIFICATION TO MULTIYEAR PRO-
CUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR DOMES-
TICALLY PROCESSED CRITICAL MIN-
ERALS.

Section 152 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31; 50 U.S.C. 98e-2) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘‘(e) CONSIDERATION OF RECYCLED AND RE-
USED MATERIALS.—In exercising the author-
ity under this section, the Secretary of De-
fense shall give special consideration the
procurement of critical minerals derived
from recycled and reused minerals and met-
als, to the maximum extent practicable.”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 121 OFFERED BY MR. DUNN OF
FLORIDA

Add at the end of subtitle B of title XVIII,
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . REPORT ON DEPENDENCY ON CHINA
FOR PROCESSING MATERIALS FOR
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SUPPLY
CHAINS.

(a) METHODOLOGY.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall develop and implement a method-
ology to identify and assess dependencies of
the Department of Defense on the People’s
Republic of China for the processing, refin-
ing, separation, alloying, magnet manufac-
turing, or other midstream production
stages of materials critical to the defense in-
dustrial base.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this section, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report identifying pri-
ority defense supply chains with significant
midstream processing exposure to China and
recommendations for mitigation of such ex-
posure.

AMENDMENT NO. 122 OFFERED BY MR. DUNN OF
FLORIDA

Add at the end of subtitle C of title VII,
the following new section:

SEC. 7 . MEDICAL SUPPLY CHAIN RISK IDENTI-
FICATION AND TRANSPARENCY EN-
HANCEMENT.

The Secretary of Defense shall—
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(1) conduct a Department-wide risk assess-
ment of the medical supply chain of the De-
partment;

(2) develop a classified, prioritized list of
high-risk critical medical products for which
the United States is dependent on the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for precursor ele-
ments; and

(3) submit to Congress a report on the find-
ings of the assessment and mitigation strate-
gies, including recommendations for pro-
curement, sourcing, and domestic manufac-
turing actions relating to such medical prod-
ucts to reduce reliance on adversarial supply
chains for such products.

AMENDMENT NO. 123 OFFERED BY MR. DUNN OF
FLORIDA

Add at the end of subtitle F of title XVIII,
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . CRITICAL MINERALS RECOVERY
FROM UNCONVENTIONAL FEED-
STOCKS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Secretary of Energy
and the Secretary of the Interior, shall sup-
port demonstration and early commercial
deployment of technologies capable of recov-
ering covered materials relevant to the de-
fense industrial base from unconventional
feedstocks, including tailings from mining
operations, low-grade ores, industrial waste
streams, and recycled materials.

(b) ELIGIBLE TECHNOLOGIES.—Technologies
described in subsection (a) may include
hydrometallurgical, solvent extraction, elec-
trochemical, pyrometallurgical, separation
and purification, biological, bioleaching, and
other advanced recovery, processing, and re-
fining technologies capable of recovering,
upgrading, refining, or converting covered
materials.

(c) ForM OF SUPPORT.—The Secretary of
Defense may provide support under this sec-
tion through—

(1) the authorities of title III of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 (560 U.S.C. 4531 et
seq.);

(2) grants, cooperative agreements,
other transactions;

(3) pilot projects, demonstration projects,
and prototype projects;

(4) procurement contracts, purchase com-
mitments, and offtake agreements;

(5) activities carried out under the Stra-
tegic Environmental Research and Develop-
ment Program, the Environmental Security
Technology Certification Program, Indus-
trial Base Analysis and Sustainment activi-
ties, and other Department of Defense pro-
grams; and

(6) any other authority available to the
Secretary.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED MATERIAL.—The term ‘‘covered
material”’ means any mineral, element, sub-
stance, or material on the list of critical
minerals published under section 7002(c) of
the Energy Act of 2020 (30 U.S.C. 1606(c)), any
critical material determined by the Sec-
retary of Energy under section 7002(a)(2) of
that Act, or any strategic and critical mate-
rial under the Strategic and Critical Mate-
rials Stock Piling Act (50 U.S.C. 98 et seq.),
including ores, oxides, intermediates, by-
products, and refined forms thereof.

(2) UNCONVENTIONAL FEEDSTOCK.—The term
‘‘unconventional feedstock’” means any do-
mestic source of covered materials other
than newly mined, on-specification primary
ore concentrate processed by conventional
means, including:

(A) tailings, waste rock, and residues from
current or legacy mining operations;

(B) low-grade, off-grade, or off-specifica-
tion ores and concentrates;

(C) slags, drosses, anode slimes, leach resi-
dues, process liquors, and other byproducts,

and
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intermediate streams, or wastes from min-
eral processing, smelting, refining, or manu-
facturing operations;

(D) industrial waste streams, including en-
ergy, chemical, metallurgical, and defense-
related industrial processes; and

(E) recycled, scrap, end-of-life, and urban-
mined materials.

AMENDMENT NO. 124 OFFERED BY MS. ELFRETH
OF MARYLAND

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5. . STUDY ON WEEKEND DRILL CHILD
CARE PROGRAMS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
each military department that carries out a
child care program for members of reserve
components during inactive duty training on
weekends shall conduct a study on the effec-
tiveness of such program and any challenges
in executing such program.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, each
Secretary of a military department de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
containing the results of the study required
under subsection (a).

AMENDMENT NO. 125 OFFERED BY MS. ELFRETH
OF MARYLAND

Page 1378, line 8, strike ‘“‘REPORT’’ and in-
sert ‘‘BRIEFING’.

Page 1378, line 10, strike ‘“‘through 2030, the
Secretary shall submit” and insert ‘‘through
2035, the Secretary shall provide’.

Page 1378, line 11, strike ‘“‘report’ and in-
sert “‘briefing”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 126 OFFERED BY MS. ESCOBAR
OF TEXAS

Add at the end of subtitle G of title
XXVIII, the following new section:

SEC. 28 . ASSESSMENT OF THE USE OF INTER-
GOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT AGREE-
MENTS FOR UNSPECIFIED MINOR
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
PROJECTS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
section, each covered Assistant Secretary
shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report assessing the potential
use of intergovernmental support agree-
ments (as defined in section 2679 title 10,
United States Code) to carry out unspecified
minor military construction projects under
section 2805 of title 10, United States Code.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the feasibility of ap-
plying revised maximum dollar thresholds
for unspecified minor military construction
projects carried out under intergovern-
mental support agreements as follows:

(A) $15,000,000 for laboratory revitalization
projects

(B) $12,000,000 for projects carried out using
amounts from the Operation and Mainte-
nance account.

(2) A list of not more than 10 projects in-
cluded in a facilities investment plan or fa-
cility support program of a military depart-
ment that could be carried out under inter-
governmental support agreements.

(c) COVERED ASSISTANT SECRETARY DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘covered
Assistant Secretary’ means—

(1) the Assistant Secretary of the Army for
Installations, Energy, and Environment;

(2) the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for
Energy, Installations, and Environment; and

(3) the Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force for Installations, Environment, and
Energy.

AMENDMENT NO. 127 OFFERED BY MS. ESCOBAR
OF TEXAS

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the

following new section:
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. REPORT ON STRENGTHENING THE
MILITARY CHILD CARE WORKFORCE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days

after the date of enactment of this section,

the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
assessing workforce, readiness, and policy
challenges associated with military child
care and military child development centers.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An analysis of the current workforce of
military child development centers, includ-
ing—

(A) the percentage of employees who are
military spouses; and

(B) the percentage of employees who are
spouses of retired or separated members of
the Armed Forces.

(2) A feasibility assessment of increasing
the transferability of licenses or certifi-
cations for military spouses employed at
military child development centers when ac-
companying a service member on a perma-
nent change of station.

(3) An assessment of vacancy rates across
military child development centers and the
reasons for such vacancies.

(4) An assessment of the number of addi-
tional children who could be served by mili-
tary child development centers if such cen-
ters were fully staffed.

(5) A feasibility assessment of permitting
military spouses residing in on-post housing
to provide childcare within their homes
under a supervisory program coordinated by
a military child development center.

(6) Recommendations for incentives to at-
tract and retain military spouses in the mili-
tary child care workforce, including—

(A) professional development opportuni-
ties;

(B) stipend or subsidy programs; and

(C) flexible scheduling options.

AMENDMENT NO. 128 OFFERED BY MS. ESCOBAR
OF TEXAS

At the end of subtitle C of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . UPDATE OF GUIDANCE AND EVALUA-
TION OF JUNIOR RESERVE OFFI-
CERS’ TRAINING CORPS INSTRUC-
TOR PAY SCALE.

(a) UPDATE OF GUIDANCE.—Not later than
270 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense, in coordi-
nation with the Secretaries concerned (as
that term is defined in section 101(a)(9) of
title 10, United States Code), shall update
Department of Defense guidance governing
the Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(JROTC) program to include—

(1) an evaluation plan to assess the effects
of the JROTC Standardized Instructor Pay
Scale (JSIPS), or any successor pay system,
on recruitment and retention of JROTC in-
structors; and

(2) standardized metrics for measuring
JROTC instructor recruiting outcomes and
retention rates across the military services.

(b) REQUIRED METRICS.—The evaluation
plan required under subsection (a) shall in-
clude, at a minimum, metrics relating to—

(1) instructor vacancy rates and time-to-
hire;

(2) retention rates and length of service;

(3) geographic variation in recruiting and
retention outcomes, including high-cost-of-
living areas, rural, urban, and geographically
isolated locations;

(4) comparisons between outcomes under
the legacy pay system and the JSIPS;

(5) the identification of recruiting efforts
used to attract instructor applicants, includ-
ing data on how applicants learned about
available instructor positions;

(6) the number of applicants who begin,
complete, or withdraw from the instructor
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hiring process, including the interview and
background investigation stages;

(7) the number of applicants who accept or
decline instructor position offers, including
to the extent practicable, information on the
reasons offers were declined; and

(8) any other matters the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the issuance of the updated
guidance under subsection (a), and annually
thereafter for two years, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives a report that includes—

(1) a description of the updated guidance
and implementation status;

(2) baseline data and metrics collected
using the metrics developed under sub-
section (a);

(3) an assessment of the effects of the pay
scale on recruitment and retention; and

(4) any recommendations for legislative or
administrative action.

AMENDMENT NO. 129 OFFERED BY MR. EVANS OF
COLORADO

At the end of subtitle A of title VI add the
following new section:

SEC. 6 . MODIFICATION OF IMPLEMENTATION
DETERMINATION FOR SPECIAL AND
INCENTIVE PAY AUTHORITIES FOR
MEMBERS OF RESERVE COMPO-
NENTS.

Section 602(d) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public
Law 117-81; 37 U.S.C. 357 note) is amended—

(1) by striking “IMPLEMENTATION DATE”
and all that follows through ‘‘The Secretary
shall not” and inserting ‘“‘IMPLEMENTATION
DATE.—The Secretary shall not’’;

(2) by striking paragraph (2); and

(3) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively,
and conforming the margins accordingly.

AMENDMENT NO. 130 OFFERED BY MR. EZELL OF
MISSISSIPPI

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . FUNDING FOR ULTRA-LIGHT GROUP 1
SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS FOR SPECIAL OPERATIONS
FORCES.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Defense-wide, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for intelligence systems de-
velopment (PE 1160405BB), line 303, is hereby
increased by $10,000,000 (with the amount of
such increase to be made available for ultra-
light Group 1 small unmanned aircraft sys-
tems for the United States Special Oper-
ations Command).

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 201 for research, development, test,
and evaluation, Defense-wide, as specified in
the corresponding funding table in section
4201, for Office of the Secretary of Defense,
OUSD(C) IT development initiatives (PE
0605027D8%Z), line 153, is hereby reduced by
$10,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 131 OFFERED BY MR. FIGURES

OF ALABAMA

At the end of subtitle G of title XXVIII,
add the following new section:
SEC. 28 . SENSE OF CONGRESS WITH RESPECT
TO WARGAMING CENTER AT MAX-
WELL AIR FORCE BASE, MONT-
GOMERY, ALABAMA.
It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary of the Air Force should authorize and
prioritize the design and development of a
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state-of-the-art Combined All-Domain
Wargaming Center at Maxwell Air Force
Base, Montgomery, Alabama to enhance the
strategic training, education, and simulation
capabilities of the Department of Defense.

AMENDMENT NO. 132 OFFERED BY MR. FINE OF
FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . DISCLOSURE OF FOREIGN GIFTS
MADE TO MILITARY COLLEGES.

Chapter 101 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§2018. Military colleges: disclosures of for-
eign gifts

‘(a) DISCLOSURE REPORT REQUIRED.—(1)
Whenever any military college receives a
gift from a foreign source or enters into a
covered contract, the value of which is
$50,000 or more, considered alone or in com-
bination with all other gifts from or con-
tracts with that foreign source in a calendar
year, the military college shall submit a re-
port to the Secretary of Defense.

‘“(2)(A) Each report to the Secretary re-
quired by this subsection shall include the
following:

‘(i) With respect to gifts received from, or
contracts entered into with, a foreign source
other than a foreign government, the aggre-
gate dollar amount of such gifts and con-
tracts attributable to a particular country.

‘“(ii) With respect to gifts received from, or
contracts entered into with, a foreign gov-
ernment, the aggregate amount of such gifts
and contracts received from such foreign
government.

‘“(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the
country to which a gift is attributable is—

‘(i) with respect to a foreign source who is
a natural person, the country of citizenship
of the foreign source or, if the country of
citizenship is unknown, the country in which
the principal residence of the foreign source
is located; and

‘“(ii) with respect to a foreign source that
is a legal entity, the country of incorpora-
tion of the foreign source or, if the country
of incorporation is unknown, the country in
which the principal place of business of the
foreign source is located.

‘“(3) Each report required under paragraph
(1) shall be submitted to the Secretary not
later than the earlier of the January 31 or
July 31 immediately following the receipt of
the gift or the entering into of the covered
contract that causes a report to be required
to be submitted under paragraph (1).

‘“(b) ADDITIONAL DISCLOSURES FOR RE-
STRICTED AND CONDITIONAL GIFTS.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which a mili-
tary college receives a restricted or condi-
tional gift or contract from a foreign source,
the military college shall submit a report to
the Secretary containing the following:

‘(1) For a restricted or conditional gift or
contract involving a foreign source other
than a foreign government—

‘“(A) the amount of the gift or contract,
the date on which the gift was received or
the contract was entered into, and a descrip-
tion of the conditions or restrictions on the
gift or contract;

‘“(B) with respect to a foreign source that
is a natural person, the country of citizen-
ship of the foreign source or, if the country
of citizenship is unknown, the country in
which the principal residence of the foreign
source is located; and

‘(C) with respect to a foreign source that
is a legal entity, the country of incorpora-
tion of the foreign source or, if the country
of incorporation is unknown, the country in
which the principal place of business of the
foreign source is located.
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‘“(2) For a restricted or conditional gift or
contract involving a foreign source that is a
foreign government—

““(A) the amount of the gift or contract,
the date on which the gift was received or
the contract was entered into, a description
of the conditions or restrictions on the gift
or contract; and

‘(B) the name of the foreign government.

‘‘(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary
shall make publicly available on an Internet
website of the Department of Defense each
report required to be submitted under this
section.

‘‘(d) ENFORCEMENT.—(1) Whenever it ap-
pears that a military college has failed to
comply with the requirements of this sec-
tion, including any rule or regulation pro-
mulgated under this section, a civil action
may be brought by the Attorney General, at
the request of the Secretary, in an appro-
priate district court of the United States, or
the appropriate United States court of any
territory or other place subject to the juris-
diction of the United States, to request such
court to compel compliance with the re-
quirements of this section.

“(2) For knowing or willful failure to com-
ply with the requirements of this section, in-
cluding any rule or regulation promulgated
thereunder, a military college shall pay to
the Treasury of the United States the full
costs to the United States of obtaining com-
pliance, including all associated costs of in-
vestigation and enforcement.

‘“(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than
March 1 of each year, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a report on foreign gifts to military
colleges during the preceding year. Each re-
port shall include, for the year covered by
the report, an identification of each foreign
gift for which disclosure was required under
subsection (a) or subsection (b) and for each
such gift—

‘(1) the foreign government or foreign
source that provided the gift;

‘(2) the military college that received the
gift;

‘“(3) the dollar value of the gift; and

‘‘(4) the purpose of the gift.

‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1 The term ‘covered contract’ means
any agreement for the acquisition by pur-
chase, lease, or barter of property or services
by a foreign source for the direct benefit or
use of any of the parties to the agreement.

‘(2) The term ‘foreign source’ means—

““(A) a foreign government, including an
agency of a foreign government;

‘(B) a legal entity, governmental or other-
wise, created solely under the laws of a for-
eign state or multiple foreign states;

‘(C) an individual who is not a citizen or a
national of the United States; and

‘(D) an agent, including a subsidiary or af-
filiate of a foreign legal entity, acting on be-
half of an individual or entity described in
subparagraph (A), (B), or (C).

““(3) The term ‘gift’—

“(A) means any gift of money, property,
travel, or lodging expenses; and

‘(B) with respect to a military college, in-
cludes gifts given to faculty, staff, and trust-
ees of the military college.

‘“(4) The term ‘military college’ means—

““(A) a senior military college described in
section 2111a(f) of this title; or

‘“(B) a military junior college as defined
for purposes of section 2107a of this title.

‘“(6) The term ‘restricted or conditional
gift or contract’ means an endowment, gift,
grant, contract, award, or property of any
kind that includes provisions regarding—

‘““(A) the employment, assignment, or ter-
mination of faculty;
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‘(B) the establishment of a department,
center, research or lecture program, or new
faculty position;

“(C) the selection or admission of a stu-
dent; or

‘(D) the award of a grant, loan, scholar-
ship, fellowship, or other form of financial
aid restricted to students of a specified coun-
try, religion, sex, ethnic origin, or political
opinion.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 133 OFFERED BY MRS.
FISCHBACH OF MINNESOTA

In title XVIII, subtitle A, add at the end
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . ASSESSMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE SUPPLY CHAIN
VULNERABILITIES RELATED TO DIS-
PLAYS USED IN DEFENSE SYSTEMS.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall con-
duct an assessment of supply chain
vulnerabilities related to displays used in
weapon systems and platforms of the Depart-
ment of Defense and shall submit that as-
sessment to the congressional defense com-
mittees.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment shall in-
clude—

(1) identification of weapon systems and
platforms dependent on displays sourced
from the People’s Republic of China or Tai-
wan;

(2) assessment of risks of supply disruption
and potential impacts of such disruption on
operations;

(3) evaluation of the capabilities of the
United States and allied nations for manu-
facturing advanced display technologies;

(4) analysis of emerging display tech-
nologies, including MicroLED displays; and

(5) recommendations for reducing any de-
pendence of the Department on foreign
sources for displays in critical weapon sys-
tems and platforms.

(c) FOrRM.—The assessment shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form, but may include
a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 134 OFFERED BY MR.
FITZGERALD OF WISCONSIN

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7. RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS ON OPTI-
MAL PROTECTION STRATEGIES FOR
PREVENTING TRAUMATIC BRAIN IN-
JURY IN MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall seek to enter
into an agreement with a multi-university
research center focused on physics-based
neutralization of threats to human tissues
and organs to conduct research on under-
standing and preventing traumatic brain in-
juries in members of the Armed Forces.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The research conducted
under subsection (a) shall seek to achieve
the following:

(1) Determine critical cell-based injury
thresholds in the brain due to blunt, blast, or
directed energy exposures.

(2) Identify critical molecular injury path-
ways for developing a holistic understanding
of brain injury and its neurodegenerative
sequelae.

(3) Define force and energy transmission
from outside the head to the brain.

(4) Define factors that influence subject-
specific relative risk of injury.

(5) Develop exposure monitors to predict
onset of brain injury.

(6) Develop countermeasure systems to op-
timally protect members of the Armed
Forces from brain injury stemming from
multimodal threats and operations in com-
plex environments.
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AMENDMENT NO. 135 OFFERED BY MR. FONG OF
CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle B of title XVII, in-
sert the following new section:

SEC. 17 . STUDY RELATING TO DEVELOPMENT
OF SUPERSONIC AIRSPACE COR-
RIDOR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct a study relating to estab-
lishing a supersonic airspace corridor be-
tween the airspace of the R-25608 Complex and
the broad ocean area.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the
study under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall consider the following:

(1) The feasible geographical parameters of
the corridor.

(2) The effect of military and commercial
aircraft systems in the corridor, including
both manned and unmanned systems, reach-
ing speeds up to Mach 4.9.

(3) The requirements to carry out launch
and operations at all elevations, including
bidirectional operations.

(4) The requirements needed to—

(A) activate the corridor with not more
than 10 days of notice; and

(B) keep the corridor active for up to 4
hours at a time.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the
study under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall consult with—

(1) authorities at the military installations
in the R-2508 Complex, any relevant tenants,
and the local space port to determine the de-
mand for and requirements needed to the es-
tablish the corridor; and

(2) the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and any other Federal,
State, or local authority the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.

(d) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than March 1, 2027, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the congressional defense committees
the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (a).

AMENDMENT NO. 136 OFFERED BY MR. FONG OF

CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10___. BRIEFING ON TEST MISSION ACCI-
DENT AT EDWARDS AIR FORCE
BASE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the United States is indebted to the
service and dedication of Col. Gregory Wat-
son, Lt. Col. Gabriel Estrella, Retired Lt.
Col. Miles Middleton, Maj. Alexander Davis,
Maj. Robert Dee, Maj. Brad Hovey, Jeromy
Smith, and Christopher Rischar, who lost
their lives in the B-52 Stratofortress crash
on June 15, 2026; and

(2) the people of the United States should
honor their memories and remember the sac-
rifice they and their families have made.

(b) BRIEFING.—Following the completion of
the investigation into the B-52
Stratofortress crash on June 15, 2026, the
Secretary of Defense, in consultation with
the Secretary of the Air Force, shall provide
to the congressional defense committees a
briefing on the crash.

AMENDMENT NO. 137 OFFERED BY MR. FONG OF

CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. 7 . BRIEFING ON MEDICAL AND SAFETY
RESOURCES AT EDWARDS AIR
FORCE BASE.

Not later than February 1, 2027, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Air Force, shall provide to
the congressional defense committees a
briefing on the status and availability of
medical and safety resources at Edwards Air
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Force Base for members of the Armed
Forces, civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense, and contractor personnel.
The briefing shall include the following:

(1) The status of sufficient medical and
safety resources.

(2) Whether sufficient emergency response
assets exist to support lifesaving treatment.

(3) Any actions that need to be taken to
improve the health and safety of such mem-
bers, employees, and contractors.
AMENDMENT NO. 138 OFFERED BY MR. FOSTER OF

ILLINOIS

At the end of subtitle B of title XXXI, add
the following new section:

SEC. 31___ . DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL NU-
CLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
AS TECHNICAL NUCLEAR
FORENSICS LEAD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3211(b) of the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration Act
(60 U.S.C. 2401(b)) is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

“(T) To lead the technical nuclear forensics
efforts of the United States.”.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The amend-
ment made by this section may not be con-
strued to alter the functions vested in any
department or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment by statute other than the National Nu-
clear Security Administration pursuant to
such amendment.

AMENDMENT NO. 139 OFFERED BY MR. FRY OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

In title XVIII, subtitle A, add at the end
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . REPORT ON NATIONAL SECURITY IM-
PLICATIONS OF RESTRICTIONS ON
THE CROSS-BORDER MOVEMENT OF
RARE EARTH ELEMENTS CON-
TAINING SCRAP EQUIPMENT AND
COMPONENTS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than a
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment shall provide
to the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Armed Services of the Senate a report on
the national security implications of impos-
ing restrictions on the cross-border move-
ment, export, or transfer of rare-earth-ele-
ment-containing scrap equipment, devices,
components, assemblies, and related mate-
rials generated in the United States. The
Under Secretary may prepare the report in
coordination with the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of Energy, and the Secretary of Homeland
Security, other appropriate agencies, and
may consult with domestic recyclers and
processors, manufacturers, State and tribal
governments, and other stakeholders.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report shall include—

(1) an overview of the defense systems and
supply chains that rely on rare earth perma-
nent magnets and the estimated volume of
rare-earth-element-containing scrap origi-
nating from the defense industrial base;

(2) the estimated quantity of rare-earth-
element that could feasibly be recovered an-
nually from domestically generated scrap;

(3) the extent to which rare-earth-element-
containing scrap generated domestically is
exported to foreign countries for recycling
and processing;

(4) the extent to which scrap exports sup-
port rare-earth-element refining or magnet
production in foreign countries of concern,
such as the People’s Republic of China;

(5) an assessment of current and projected
capacity of domestic facilities to collect,
process, and refine rare-earth-element-con-
taining scrap materials;

(6) an evaluation of the potential impacts
of imposing export restrictions on rare-
earth-element-containing scrap on the de-
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fense industrial base, domestic recycling and
processing capacity, and supply chain resil-
ience for defense systems;

(7) identification of gaps in federal data
collection regarding the export of rare-earth-
element-containing scrap and recommenda-
tions to address said gaps; and

(8) recommendations for legislative or ad-
ministrative actions to strengthen domestic
recovery and processing of rare earths from
scrap materials, including potential mecha-
nisms for restricting export of rare-earth-
element-containing scrap to support defense
supply chain resilience.

AMENDMENT NO. 140 OFFERED BY MR. VICENTE

GONZALEZ OF TEXAS

Add at the end of subtitle G of title
XXVIII, the following new section:

SEC. 28 . REPORT ON POWERTRAIN FACILITY
AND FACILITY MODERNIZATION AT
CORPUS CHRISTI ARMY DEPOT, COR-
PUS CHRISTI, TEXAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Defense shall provide
to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the status of Powertrain Engines
Assembly Facility completion and facility
modernization at Corpus Christi Army
Depot, Corpus Christi, Texas.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An accounting of the $60,000,000 pro-
vided for the Corpus Christi Army Depot in
section 4601 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law
119-60; 139 Stat. 1535) for the project titled
“COST TO COMPLETE—POWERTRAIN FA-
CILITY (ENGINE ASSEMBLY".

(2) An accounting of the $174,000,000 pro-
vided under section 20010 of Public Law 119-
21 (139 Stat. 124) for facility modernization
and workload at Corpus Christi Army Depot.
AMENDMENT NO. 141 OFFERED BY MR. GOODEN OF

TEXAS

In title XV, amend section 1541 to read as
follows:

SEC. 1541. ROADMAP FOR MODERNIZATION OF
TOP SECRET AND SPECIAL ACCESS
PROGRAM NETWORK ARCHITEC-
TURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Defense shall develop
and submit to the congressional defense
committees, and begin implementation of, a
roadmap for the modernization of Depart-
ment of Defense networks that process,
store, or transmit information that is classi-
fied at the level of top secret or is designated
as being within a special access program.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The roadmap required
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing elements:

(1) An assessment of the current architec-
ture, capacity, security posture, and tech-
nical limitations of such networks, including
identification of major capability gaps, cy-
bersecurity risks, infrastructure limitations,
and technical debt.

(2) Target or reference architectures for
modernized environments for such networks,
including enterprise-level and component-
level networks, as appropriate, with a pref-
erence for modern cloud-based platforms.

(3) Milestones and timelines for transition
from current environments to the target or
reference architectures.

(4) Plans to improve resilience, surviv-
ability, and operations of such networks in
contested, degraded, or disconnected envi-
ronments.

(5) Plans to improve interoperability and
data sharing across such networks and rel-
evant mission partner environments, as ap-
propriate, with priority on real time cross
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domain, multi-level data sharing both up and
down classifications.

(6) An assessment of high-performance
computing and distributed computing re-
quirements, whether locally or in cloud envi-
ronments, necessary to support real-time
sensor data fusion, advanced analytics, and
artificial intelligence capabilities.

(7) An assessment of the extent to which
such networks support the operational re-
quirements of combatant commands, includ-
ing the ability to enable integration with
joint and mission partner environments.

(8) Identification of governance, roles, and
responsibilities for modernization of such
networks across the Department.

(9) Estimated resource requirements nec-
essary to implement the roadmap.

(10) Identify and establish baseline domain-
specific requirements and capabilities across
elements of the Department, platform-as-a-
service providers, and cloud service pro-
viders.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
section, and annually there after for each of
the next five years, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the congressional defense committees
a report on progress in implementing the
roadmap required under subsection (a).

(d) REPORT ELEMENTS.—Each report sub-
mitted under subsection (c) shall include the
following:

(1) Progress made toward roadmap mile-
stones and modernization goals.

(2) Updates to the roadmap, as appropriate.

(3) Major risks, delays, or challenges af-
fecting implementation.

(4) Budgetary resources requested and obli-
gated for modernization of such networks.

(6) Any recommendations that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate for legislative
or funding actions to implement the road-
map.

(e) FORM OF ROADMAP AND REPORTS.—The
roadmap required by subsection (a) and the
reports required by subsection (c) shall be
submitted in classified form, but may in-
clude an unclassified summary.

AMENDMENT NO. 142 OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR OF
ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle B of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
NAMING A WARSHIP THE USS PHOE-
NIX.

It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary of the Navy should name one of the
new warships the “USS Phoenix’’ as a memo-
rial to the 1,177 members of the Armed
Forces serving on the USS Arizona who were
lost on December 7, 1941, in the attack on
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

AMENDMENT NO. 143 OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR OF
ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle E of title VIII, insert
the following new section:

SEC. 8 . REPORT ON SUPPLY OF RARE EARTH
MATERIALS AND ELEMENTS.

Not later than one year after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretary of
the Interior, shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the supply of rare earth materials
and elements extracted, processed, and re-
fined from secure sources of supply to de-
velop and produce advanced technologies of
the Department of Defense.

AMENDMENT NO. 144 OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR OF
ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle F of title XVIII, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 18 . REPORT ON USE OF COPPER BY
ARMED FORCES.

Not later than 180 days after the date of

the enactment of this section, the Secretary
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of Defense, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Interior, shall submit to Con-
gress a report that includes—

(1) an assessment of the annual copper re-
quirements of the Armed Forces;

(2) an evaluation of the extent of the reli-
ance of the Armed Forces on foreign sources
of copper; and

(3) an identification of the effect that in-
creased domestic mining and refining of cop-
per may have on military readiness of the
Armed Forces.

AMENDMENT NO. 145 OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR OF
ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle F of title XVIII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . PREFERENCE FOR DOMESTICALLY
SOURCED URANIUM AND OTHER
CRITICAL MINERALS BY DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE AND NATIONAL
NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION.

(a) PREFERENCE.—In carrying out programs
of the Department of Defense and the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration au-
thorized under this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense and the Administrator for Nuclear Se-
curity shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, give preference to the sourcing of
uranium and other critical minerals that are
mined and processed in the United States.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary and the Administrator shall joint-
ly submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report containing an assessment
of—

(1) the domestic supply of uranium and
other critical minerals for purposes of this
section; and

(2) the dependence of the Department of
Defense and the National Nuclear Security
Administration on foreign countries of con-
cern for such materials.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘critical mineral’”’ means any
mineral on the list of critical minerals of the
United States Geological Survey titled
“Final 2025 List of Critical Minerals’ (90
Fed. Reg. 50494), dated November 7, 2025, as
in effect on the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(2) The term ‘‘foreign country of concern’
means a foreign country designated as such
by the Secretary of Defense or the Adminis-
trator for Nuclear Security for purposes of
this section.

AMENDMENT NO. 146 OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR OF
ARIZONA

Amend section 2831 to read as follows:

SEC. 2831. WITHDRAWAL AND RESERVATION OF
LANDS LOCATED ON THE YUMA
PROVING GROUND, ARIZONA, TO
SUPPORT MILITARY READINESS AND
SECURITY.

The Military Land Withdrawals Act of 2013
(title XXIX of Public Law 113-66; 127 Stat.
1025) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subtitle:

“Subtitle H—Yuma Proving Ground, Arizona
“SEC. 2999B. WITHDRAWAL AND RESERVATION OF
PUBLIC LAND.

‘‘(a) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid exist-
ing rights and except as otherwise provided
in this subtitle, the public land (including in-
terests in the land) described in subsection
(b), and all other areas within the boundary
of the land depicted on the map described in
that subsection that may become subject to
the operation of the public land laws, is
withdrawn from—

‘(1) all forms of entry, appropriation, and
disposal under the public land laws;

‘(2) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

‘“(3) disposition under all laws relating to
mineral and geothermal leasing.
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‘“(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The public
land (including interests in the land) re-
ferred to in subsection (a) consists of—

‘(1) the approximately 21,782.981 acres of
Federal land—

““(A) generally depicted as ‘Highway 95 -
Requested Withdrawal Area’ on of the map
titled ‘U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground
Withdrawal Highway 95 Withdrawal Area’,
sheet 2 of 3, dated March 12, 2025; and

‘“(B) excluding the approximately 800 acres
of subsurface estate owned by the State of
Arizona within the area generally depicted
as ‘Surface Only Withdrawal/Subsurface
Owned by Non-Federal Entity’ on the map
described in subparagraph (A); and

‘(2) the approximately 249.29 acres of Fed-
eral land generally depicted as ‘Howard Can-
tonment - Requested Withdrawal Area’ on
the map titled ‘U.S. Army Yuma Proving
Ground Withdrawal Howard Cantonment
Withdrawal Area’, sheet 3 of 3, dated March
12, 2025.

“(c) RESERVATION; PURPOSE.—The land de-
scribed in subsection (b) is reserved for use
by the Secretary of the Army for the pur-
poses specified in Public Land Order No. 848
of July 1, 1952, and as authorized under sec-
tion 2914.

“SEC. 2999C. MANAGEMENT OF WITHDRAWN AND
RESERVED LAND.

‘‘(a) APPLICABLE LAWS.—Except for de-
fense-related purposes managed by the Sec-
retary of the Army in accordance with sec-
tion 2999B(c), the Secretary of the Interior
shall manage the land withdrawn and re-
served by section 2999B in accordance with—

‘(1) subtitle A and this subtitle;

‘“(2) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); and

‘“(3) any other applicable law.

“(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—To the ex-
tent consistent with applicable law and Ex-
ecutive orders, the land withdrawn and re-
served by section 2999B may be managed in a
manner that permits the following activi-
ties:

‘(1) Conservation of wildlife and wildlife
habitat.

‘“(2) Preservation of cultural properties.

‘“(3) Management of wild horses and burros.

‘“(4) Control of predatory and other ani-
mals.

‘“(5) Recreation, public access, and hunt-
ing.

‘“(6) Prevention and appropriate suppres-
sion of brush and range fires resulting from
non-military activities.

‘‘(c) NONDEFENSE USEs.—Subject to sub-
section (d), all nondefense-related uses of the
land withdrawn and reserved by section
2999B, shall be subject to any conditions and
restrictions that the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and the Secretary of the Army jointly
determine to be necessary to permit the de-
fense-related use of the land for the purposes
described in this section.

¢“(d) ISSUANCE OF LEASES AND OTHER LAND
USE AUTHORIZATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall be responsible for the issuance of
any lease, easement, right-of-way, permit, li-
cense, or other instrument authorized by law
with respect to any activity that traverses
both—

‘“(A) the public land withdrawn and re-
served by section 2999B; and

‘(B) any other land in the vicinity of the
land withdrawn and reserved by section
2999B that is not under the administrative
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Army.

‘“(2) CONSENT REQUIRED.—Except as speci-
fied in section 2999E, any lease, easement,
right-of-way, permit, license, or other in-
strument issued under paragraph (1) shall—

““(A) only be issued with the consent of the
Secretary of the Army; and

‘““(B) be subject to such conditions as the
Secretary of the Army may require with re-
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spect to the land withdrawn and reserved by

section 2999B.

“SEC. 2999D. ASSIGNMENT OF MANAGEMENT RE-
SPONSIBILITY TO SECRETARY OF
THE ARMY.

‘(a) AUTHORITY TO ASSIGN MANAGEMENT
RESPONSIBILITY.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior may assign the management responsibil-
ities for the land withdrawn and reserved by
section 2999B to the Secretary of the Army.

““(b) APPLICABLE LAW.—On assignment of
the management responsibility under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of the Army shall
manage the land in accordance with—

‘(1) subtitle A and this subtitle;

¢(2) title I of the Sikes Act (16 U.S.C. 670a
et seq.);

‘(3) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.);

‘“(4) cooperative management arrange-
ments entered into by the Secretary of the
Interior and the Secretary of the Army; and

‘“(5) any other applicable law.

“SEC. 2999E. UTILITY CORRIDOR.

‘‘(a) ISSUANCE OF UTILITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—
Notwithstanding subsections (¢) and (d) of
section 2999C, the Secretary of the Interior
may issue rights-of-way within the Bureau of
Land Management designated Parker-
Blaisdell Utility Corridor under the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) for any critical regional-
grid level utility infrastructure to include
above-ground transmission lines, consistent
with the Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween the United States Department of the
Interior Bureau of Land Management Yuma
Field Office and United States Army Garri-
son Yuma Regarding the Yuma Proving
Ground Highway 95 Withdrawal, dated Feb-
ruary 28, 2025.

“(b) LIMITATION ON DELEGATION.—The au-
thority to issue a right-of-way under sub-
section (a) may not be delegated below the
level of the Bureau of Land Management
State Director.

‘“(c) ARMY CONSENT NOT REQUIRED.—The
decision to issue a right-of-way under sub-
section (a) is not subject to consent by the
Secretary of the Army; however, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, in consultation with
the Secretary of the Army, shall incorporate
conditions in any right-of-way issued under
subsection (a) as much as practicable to min-
imize impacts to the mission of the Army.

‘(d) LIMITATION.—The authority to issue
rights-of-way under subsection (a) may not
be assigned to the Secretary of the Army.
“SEC. 2999F. DURATION OF WITHDRAWAL AND

RESERVATION.

‘“The withdrawal and reservation of public
land made by section 2999B shall be in effect
for—

‘(1) an indefinite period; or

“(2) until the Secretary of the Army deter-
mines that there is no longer a military need
for the withdrawal and reservation.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 147 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 12 . STUDY AND REPORT ON INTER-
NATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES ON
THE BORDER BETWEEN GAZA AND
EGYPT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Secretary of State,
shall conduct a study on steps that Israel,
Egypt, and the United States can take to en-
hance international security measures on
the border between Gaza and Egypt to ensure
Hamas and other actors do not use tunnels
or methods via the Mediterranean Sea to
smuggle weapons and illicit goods.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report that contains the results of
the study.
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(2) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
required by this subsection shall include a
description and map indicating existing tun-
nels on the border between Gaza and Egypt.

(3) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees”” means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate.

AMENDMENT NO. 148 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

At the end of subtitle J of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5. ASSESSMENT OF ANTISEMITISM IN
THE SERVICE ACADEMIES.

(a) INCLUSION.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that
the Defense Organizational Climate Survey
(hereinafter, “DEOCS’’) includes specific
questions to assess the prevalence, nature,
and impact of antisemitism in the Service
Academies (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 347 of title 10, United States Code). The
questions included shall be designed to gath-
er detailed information on the following:

(1) Instances of antisemitic behavior, lan-
guage, and symbols.

(2) Perceptions of antisemitism among
members, cadets, and midshipmen.

(3) The impact of antisemitism on unit co-
hesion, morale, and readiness.

(4) The effectiveness of current policies and
training programs in addressing anti-
semitism.

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall submit a report to the congres-
sional defense committees not later than 180
days after the enactment of this Act, and an-
nually thereafter, detailing the following:

(A) The findings from the antisemitism as-
sessment.

(B) Steps taken to address identified issues
related to antisemitism.

(C) Recommendations for additional ac-
tions to mitigate antisemitism in the Armed
Forces.

(2) INCLUSION IN EXISTING REPORT.—The re-
sults of the antisemitism assessment shall be
included in the annual report on the results
of the DEOCS.

AMENDMENT NO. 149 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the

following new section:

SEC. 2 . FUNDING FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE
EDUCATION PROGRAM.
(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the

amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Defense-wide, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for basic research, National
Defense Education Program, line 6, is hereby
increased by $5,000,000 (with the amount of
such increase to be used to strengthen and
expand STEM education opportunities and
workforce initiatives targeted at military
students).

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 4301 for Operation and Maintenance,
Defense-wide, for Washington Headquarters
Services, line 510, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, is
hereby reduced by $5,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 150 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

At the end of subtitle G of title V, add the

following new section:
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SEC. 5 ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR
SKILLBRIDGE.
(a) FUNDING.—Notwithstanding the

amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 4301 for administration
and service-wide activities for the Office of
the Secretary of Defense, line 480, as speci-
fied in the corresponding funding table in
section 4301, is hereby increased by $5,000,000
for the Skillbridge program.

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 4301 for administration and service-
wide activities for Washington Headquarters
Services, line 510, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, is
hereby reduced by $5,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 151 OFFERED BY MR. GRAVES OF
MISSOURI

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7. IMPROVEMENTS TO PILOT PROGRAM
ON WASTEWATER SURVEILLANCE
SYSTEM OF THE DEPARTMENT.

Section 733 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public
Law 119-60; 10 U.S.C. 1071 note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘or cov-
ered drugs’ after ‘‘infectious diseases’;

(2) in subsection (c), by striking
year’ and inserting ‘‘five-year’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘‘(d) COvERED DRUGS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘covered drugs’ means any
drug the Secretary determines appropriate
to identify under the pilot program, such as
synthetic opioids or harmful stimulants in-
cluded in counterfeit pills.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 152 OFFERED BY MR. GRAVES OF
MISSOURI

At the end of title XXXV, insert the fol-
lowing:

“two-

Subtitle D—Coast Guard
SEC. 35 . VICE ADMIRALS.

Section 305(a)(1)(A) of title 14, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘five’’ and inserting ‘6’ in
each place it appears; and

(2) in clause (ii) by striking ‘‘one position
shall oversee personnel management, work-
force, and dependent support, training, and
related matters; and” and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘“‘two of such positions shall in-
clude—

‘(I) one that oversees personnel manage-
ment, workforce and dependent support,
training, and related matters; and

‘“(IT) one that oversees design, planning,
engineering, construction, rebuilding, and
improvement of and program management
for cutters, small boats, aircraft and shore-
side infrastructure; and”’.

SEC. 35 . CHIEF PREVENTION OFFICER.

Section 312 of title 14 is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (a), (b),
(), (d), (e), (f) and (g) as subsections (f), (g),
(h), (1), (j), (kK), and (1), respectively; and

(2) by inserting the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be in the
Coast Guard a Chief Prevention Officer se-
lected by the Commandant who shall serve
in the grade of a Rear Admiral (Upper Half)
or higher. At a minimum, the Chief Preven-
tion Officer shall serve at the Assistant Com-
mandant level.

‘“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Chief Preven-
tion Officer shall be responsible for carrying
out the duties set forth in section 504(c).

‘“(c) AUTHORITIES.—In addition to the du-
ties described in subsection (b), the Chief
Prevention Officer shall—

‘“(1) be the sole office for the Coast Guard
to promulgate regulations and agency policy
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regarding all Coast Guard duties in marine

safety, security, and stewardship, subject

only to the Commandant’s directives;

‘(2) make recommendations to the Com-
mandant for the adoption of new methodolo-
gies or technologies that should be leveraged
for marine safety, security, and stewardship;
and

‘“(38) coordinate with Coast Guard research
and development and have the authority to
enter into memorandums of agreement or
similar with public or private entities for the
purpose of testing and assessing new tech-
nology.

‘“(d) STAFF.—Under the direction of the
Chief Prevention Officer, a civilian from the
Senior Executive Service (career reserved)
shall serve as the Deputy Chief Prevention
Officer.

‘‘(e) LIMITATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating is prohibited from removing or redesig-
nating the Chief Prevention Officer position,
to include the Deputy Chief Preservation Of-
ficer, unless otherwise permitted by an ex-
press Act of Congress.

‘“(2) FINAL AGENCY ACTION.—The Chief Pre-
vention Officer, or his or her designee, has
the sole authority to make agency decisions
regarding marine safety, security, and stew-
ardship in accordance with his or her duties.
These decisions shall be considered final
agency action, and may only be appealed up
to the Commandant of the Coast Guard.”.
SEC. 35 . CYBER COORDINATION AND SUP-

PORT IN FOREIGN TERRITORIES.

Chapter 7 of title 14, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“§723. Cyber coordination in foreign terri-

tories

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Commandant, may coordinate
with and provide support to a foreign entity
for cyber operations prevention and response
including cyber assessments, audits, inspec-
tions, and operations related to a marine
transportation system and assets located
outside the United States that have a nexus
to the United States Marine Transportation
System, or illegal, unreported, and unregu-
lated fishing.

““(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary may
provide support under subsection (a) after
coordination with the Secretary of State.

‘‘(c) REIMBURSEMENT AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may require reimbursement from a
foreign entity for costs incurred by the Coast
Guard for assistance provided under sub-
section (a).

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1 FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term ‘foreign
entity’ includes foreign governments and
intergovernmental organizations the Sec-
retary considers appropriate with consent
from the Secretary of State.

¢“(2) MARINE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.—The
term ‘marine transportation system’ means
a navigable water transportation system, in-
cluding the vessels, ports (and intermodal
connections thereto), and shipyards and
other vessel repair facilities that are compo-
nents of that system.

“(3) UNITED STATES MARINE TRANSPOR-
TATION SYSTEM.—The term ‘United States
Marine Transportation System’ has the
meaning given the term ‘marine transpor-
tation system’ in section 3516 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2010 (49 U.S.C. 109 note).”.

SEC. 35 . AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO TRANS-
ACTIONS OTHER THAN CONTRACTS,
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS, AND
GRANTS.

Section 1158 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
‘“‘contracts and grants” and inserting ‘‘con-
tracts, cooperative agreements, and grants’’;
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(2) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections
(b) and (c), the Commandant may enter into
transactions (other than contracts, coopera-
tive agreements, and grants) to operate, test,
and acquire cost-effective technology for the
purpose of meeting the mission needs of the
Coast Guard, including—

‘(1) transactions for prototype projects;
and

‘“(2) follow-on production contracts or
transactions awarded under subsection (f) for
the purpose of transitioning technology that
has been successfully operated, tested, and
evaluated using transactions (other than
contracts, cooperative agreements, and
grants) involving the Coast Guard, the De-
partment of Homeland Security, a consor-
tium of United States industry and academic
institutions, or the Department of Defense
(including any military department or com-
ponent of the Department of Defense).”’;

(3) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and

(4) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

¢“(f) FOLLOW-ON PRODUCTION CONTRACTS AND
TRANSACTIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A transaction entered
into under subsection (a) may provide for the
award of a follow-on production contract or
transaction to the participants in the trans-
action.

‘“(2) COMPETITIVE PROCEDURES.—Notwith-
standing the requirements of chapter 221 of
title 10 and even if explicit notification was
not listed within the request for proposal for
the transaction, a follow-on production con-
tract or transaction provided for in a trans-
action under subsection (a) may be awarded
to the participants in the transaction with-
out the use of competitive procedures if—

“‘(A) competitive procedures were used for
the selection of parties for participation in
the transaction; and

‘““(B) the participants in the transaction
successfully completed the prototype project
provided for in the transaction.

‘“(3) DETERMINATION.—A follow-on produc-
tion contract or transaction may be award-
ed, pursuant to this subsection, when the
Commandant determines that an individual
prototype or prototype subproject as part of
a consortium is successfully completed by
the participants.”.

SEC. 35 . COAST GUARD ACADEMY ADJUNCT
PROFESSORS.

Chapter 19 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“§1949. Adjunct professors

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1 DETERMINATION.—If the Commandant
determines that there is a need for adjunct
professors and the need is not of permanent
duration, the Commandant may enter into
contracts under paragraph (2).

‘(2) CONTRACTS.—Subject to a determina-
tion under paragraph (1), the Commandant
may enter into personal service contracts
with individuals to provide services as ad-
junct professors at the Academy.

‘“(b) LIMITATION.—At no time shall the
number of individuals with whom the Com-
mandant has entered into personal service
contracts under subsection (a), exceed 5 per-
cent of the entirety of the instructional
staff, part-time and full-time, at the Acad-
emy.

‘“(c) CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—Each con-
tract entered into pursuant to subsection
(a)—

‘(1) shall be approved by the Commandant;

‘“(2) shall be for delivery of not more than
12 credits per semester, for not more than 3
years; and
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‘“(8) shall be subject to the availability of
appropriations.

“(d) EXTENSIONS AND RENEWALS.—Each in-
dividual covered by a contract under sub-
section (a)(2) shall be limited to 2 con-
tracts.”.
SEC. 35 . DESIGNATION OF OFFICERS WITH
PARTICULAR EXPERTISE IN HIGHLY
SKILLED PROFESSIONAL FIELDS.

Section 2132 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
“military justice or healthcare’’ and inserting
“military justice, healthcare, or other highly
skilled professional fields’’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or” at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end, the following new

paragraph:
‘“(3) other highly skilled professional
fields.”’;

(3) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘section
2126’ and inserting ‘‘regulations prescribed
by the Secretary’’; and

(4) by adding at the end, the following new
subsection:

‘“(c) DEFINITION OF OTHER HIGHLY SKILLED
PROFESSIONAL FIELDS.—For purposes of this
section, the term ‘other highly skilled pro-
fessional fields’ means professional occupa-
tional specialties that require advanced
technical expertise, or highly specialized
training as determined appropriate by the
Secretary, or a professional certification.”.
SEC. 85 . THE EFFECT OF FAILURE OF SELEC-

TION FOR PROMOTION.

(a) REGULAR LIEUTENANTS; SEPARATION FOR
FAILURE OF SELECTION FOR PROMOTION; CON-
TINUATION.—Section 2143 of title 14, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c)
as subsection (c¢) and (d) respectively;

(2) in subsection (d), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘subsection (b)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (c)’; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b) COMPLETION OF ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE
OBLIGATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an officer is subject to
discharge under paragraphs (1) or (2) of sub-
section (a) and, as of the date on which the
officer is to be discharged under such sub-
section, the officer has not completed the of-
ficer’s active duty service obligation, the of-
ficer shall be retained on active duty until
completion of such active duty service obli-
gation, and then be discharged under sub-
section (a)(1), unless sooner retired or dis-
charged under another provision of law.

‘“(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive
the applicability of paragraph (1) to any offi-
cer if the Secretary determines that comple-
tion of the active duty service obligation of
that officer is not in the best interest of the
service.”’.

(b) REGULAR LIEUTENANT COMMANDERS AND
COMMANDERS; RETIREMENT FOR FAILURE OF
SELECTION FOR PROMOTION.—Section 2145 of
title 14, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c)
as subsections (c¢) and (d), respectively;

(2) in subsection (d)(2), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘‘subsection (b)” and inserting
‘‘subsection (¢)’’; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b) COMPLETION OF ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE
OBLIGATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an officer is subject to
discharge under paragraph (1) or (2) of sub-
section (a) and, as of the date on which the
officer is to be discharged under such sub-
section, the officer has not completed the of-
ficer’s active duty service obligation, the of-
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ficer shall be retained on active duty until
completion of such active duty service obli-
gation, and then be discharged under para-
graph (1) or (2) of subsection (a), unless soon-
er retired or discharged under another provi-
sion of law.

‘“(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive
the applicability of paragraph (1) to any offi-
cer if the Secretary determines that comple-
tion of the active duty service obligation of
that officer is not in the best interest of the
service.”.
SEC. 35 . SERVICE CREDIT FOR NATIONAL
OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC AD-
MINISTRATION OR THE PUBLIC
HEALTH SERVICE.

Section 2152 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““Any regular’ and insert-
ing—

“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—AnNy regular’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(b) SERVICE CREDIT.—For purposes of sub-
section (a), active commissioned service in
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration or the Public Health Service
shall be credited as active commissioned
service in the armed forces for purposes of
determining the retirement eligibility and
computing the retired pay of a member of
the armed forces.””.

SEC. 35 . REMOTE APPEARANCE BEFORE A
BOARD OF INQUIRY.

Section 2162 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3) by striking ‘“‘allowed”
and inserting ‘‘subject to subsection (b), al-
lowed”’;

(2) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)
by striking ‘“Each Officer’ and inserting the
following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each Officer’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection (b):

‘“‘(b) REMOTE APPEARANCE.—The Secretary
may determine that, in exceptional cir-
cumstances, the appearance of an officer be-
fore the proceedings of a board of inquiry
under section 2159 of this title may be via a
means other than in person.”.

SEC. 35 . CAPTAIN OF THE PORT AUTHORITIES
OVER UNMANNED MARITIME SYS-
TEMS.

Subchapter I of chapter 700 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§70008. Captain of the port authorities over
unmanned maritime systems

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of sec-
tions 70002, 70022, 70051, and 70116, and any
regulations or orders issued thereunder, an
unmanned maritime system shall be treated
as a vessel.

‘“(b) ENFORCEMENT.—ANYy violations involv-
ing an unmanned maritime system shall be
subject to enforcement and penalties under
sections 70036, 70052, 70019, and 70120, as ap-
propriate.

‘(c) SPECIAL AUTHORITY BEYOND TERRI-
TORIAL SEA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant of the
Coast Guard is authorized to order an un-
manned maritime system, consistent with
customary international law, to operate or
anchor in a manner the Commandant directs
if the Commandant considers such order nec-
essary—

‘“(A) for the promotion of safety of life and
property on the artificial islands, installa-
tions, or other devices referred to in section
4(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act (43 U.S.C. 1333(a)), and the waters adja-
cent thereto;

‘(B) protection of the marine environment;
or

“(C) protection of sovereign rights with re-
spect to marine scientific research in the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone and on the outer Con-
tinental Shelf.
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‘(2) VIOLATION.—A violation of an order
issued under this subsection shall be treated
as a violation under this chapter and section
70036 shall apply.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) UNMANNED MARITIME SYSTEM.—The
term ‘unmanned maritime system’ means a
self-propelled watercraft that navigates on
the surface or subsurface of the water and is
designed to operate without human opera-
tors onboard or a tether to a vessel.

‘“(2) MARINE ENVIRONMENT.—The term ‘ma-
rine environment’ has the meaning given the
term in section 70031 of title 46, United
States Code.

*“(3) EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—The term
‘Exclusive Economic Zone’ has the meaning
given the term ‘Exclusive Economic Zone of
the United States’ in Presidential Proclama-
tion 5030.

‘“(4) OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF.—The term
‘outer Continental Shelf’ has the meaning
given the term in section 2(a) of the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C.
1331(a)).”.

SEC. 35 . TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO SUR-
VEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS.

Section 4901 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘‘pas-
sengers’’ and inserting ‘‘passengers for hire’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(3) by striking ‘(43
U.S.C. 1331(a)).” and inserting ‘(43 U.S.C.
1331(a))).”’; and

(3) by redesignating the second subsection
(g) as subsection (i).

SEC. 35 . RECEPTION FACILITIES.

Section 6(a)(3) of the Act to Prevent Pollu-
tion from Ships (33 U.S.C. 1905(a)(3)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘(3) The Secretary, after consultation with
the Administrator and appropriate Federal
agencies, shall prescribe regulations setting
criteria for determining the adequacy of re-
ception facilities for receiving ozone deplet-
ing substances, equipment containing such
substances, and exhaust gas cleaning resi-
dues at a port or terminal, and stating any
additional measures and requirements as are
appropriate to ensure such adequacy. Per-
sons in charge of ports and terminals shall
provide reception facilities, or ensure that
reception facilities are available, in accord-
ance with those regulations. The Secretary,
after consultation with the Administrator,
may prescribe regulations to certify, and
may issue certificates to the effect, that a
port’s or terminal’s facilities for receiving
ozone depleting substances, equipment con-
taining such substances, and exhaust gas
cleaning residues from ships are adequate.”.
SEC. 35 . SUPPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 19 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after subchapter III the following:

“SUBCHAPTER IV—SUPPORT"".

(b) SUPPORT FOR COAST GUARD ACADEMY.—
Section 953 of title 14, United States Code,
is—

(1) redesignated as section 1951 of such
title;

(2) transferred to appear after subchapter
IV of such title; and

(3) amended by striking—

(A) subsection (h); and

(B) ‘“‘the athletic programs of’’ each place
it appears, except in subsection (d)(3).

(¢) MIXED-FUNDED PROGRAMS.—Section 954
of title 14, United States Code, is—

(1) redesignated as section 1952 of such
title;

(2) transferred to appear after section 1951
of such title (as redesignated by this Act);
and

(3) amended by—

(A) striking the section heading and insert-
ing ‘‘MIXED-FUNDED PROGRAMS OF THE COAST
GUARD ACADEMY’’;
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(B) in subsection (a) by striking ‘‘athletic
or recreational extracurricular’; and

(C) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘athletic or recreational ex-
tracurricular’ each place it appears; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘an’’ and inserting ‘‘a’’.

(d) AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF COAST
GUARD ACADEMY FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT
BY QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS.—Section 1908
of title 14, United States Code, is—

(1) redesignated as section 1953 of such
title;

(2) transferred to appear after section 1952
of such title (as redesignated by this Act);
and

(3) amended—

(A) by striking the section title and insert-
ing ‘‘AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF COAST GUARD
ACADEMY FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT BY QUALI-
FIED ORGANIZATIONS’’; and

(B) by striking subsection (f); and

(C) by striking ‘‘covered foundation” and
inserting ‘‘qualified organization’ each place
it appears.

(e) PARTICIPATION IN FEDERAL, STATE, OR
OTHER EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH GRANTS.—
Section 1906 of title 14, United States Code—

(1) is redesignated as section 1954 of such
title;

(2) transferred to appear after section 1953
of such title (as redesignated by this Act);
and

(3) amended by striking paragraph (5).

(f) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION.—Subchapter
IV of chapter 19 of title 14, United States
Code, as added by this Act, is further amend-
ed by inserting after section 1954 the fol-
lowing:

“§1955. Qualified organization

‘‘(a) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION DEFINED.—In
this subchapter, the term ‘qualified organi-
zation’ means an organization—

‘(1) that is a charitable, scientific, or edu-
cational organization that operates under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 and exempt from taxation under sub-
section (a) of such section;

¢(2) for which authorization under sections
1033(a) and 1589(a) of title 10 may be pro-
vided; and

‘“(3) that the Secretary determines oper-
ates exclusively to support—

‘“(A) recruiting activities with respect to
the Coast Guard Academy;

‘“(B) parent or alumni development in sup-
port of the Coast Guard Academy;

“(C) academic, leadership, or character de-
velopment of Coast Guard Academy cadets;

‘(D) institutional development of the
Coast Guard Academy;

‘‘(E) athletics in support of the Coast
Guard Academy; or

‘“(F) academic research, including applying
for and administering Federal, State, or
other educational research grants on behalf
of the Coast Guard Academy.”.

SEC. 35 . REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS
ON INTEGRATION OF AUTONOMOUS
AND REMOTELY OPERATED VES-
SELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commandant of the Coast Guard shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a
report on the safe integration of autonomous
and remotely operated vessels into the ma-
rine transportation system of the United
States.

(b) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the report
under subsection (a), the Commandant shall
consult with—

(1) the National Merchant Marine Per-
sonnel Advisory Committee established
under section 15103 of title 46, United States
Code;
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(2) the National Merchant Mariner Medical
Advisory Committee established under sec-
tion 156104 of title 46, United States Code; and

(3) vessel operators, builders, classification
societies, licensed maritime labor organiza-
tions, unlicensed maritime labor organiza-
tions, and longshore labor organizations.

(c) CONTENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) an assessment of the provisions of title
46, United States Code, and the laws codified
in title 33, United States Code, and the regu-
lations issued thereunder, that condition the
operation, manning, or navigation of a vessel
on the performance of a function by an indi-
vidual onboard and that may impact the safe
operation of autonomous or remotely oper-
ated vessels, including—

(A) the manning and complement require-
ments under sections 8101 and 8301 of title 46,
United States Code;

(B) the look-out requirement under the
International Navigational Rules Act of 1977
(33 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) and the Inland Naviga-
tional Rules under title 33, Code of Federal
Regulations, as in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act;

(C) the vessel design, construction, inspec-
tion, operation, and management require-
ments under chapters 32 and 33 of title 46,
United States Code; and

(D) the vessel and facility security require-
ments under chapter 701 of title 46, United
States Code;

(2) for each provision identified under para-
graph (1), a determination of whether the
provision may be addressed by the Secretary
under existing authority, including through
equivalency or alternative compliance deter-
minations, or requires additional statutory
authority;

(3) recommendations for any statutory or
regulatory amendments the Commandant
determines necessary or advisable to permit
the safe operation of autonomous or re-
motely operated vessels on a basis providing
a level of safety and security equivalent to
or greater than that provided by a conven-
tionally crewed vessel, including proposed
legislative changes for any recommended
statutory amendment;

(4) an analysis of the evolving role of mer-
chant mariners in operating and supporting
such vessels, both onboard and from remote
locations, including effects on mariner train-
ing, credentialing, and the maritime work-
force; and

(5) a description of how the recommenda-
tions relate to the safety and equivalency
framework of the International Maritime Or-
ganization International Code of Safety for
Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships, to sup-
port interoperability for vessels of the
United States operating on international
voyages.

(d) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than 6
months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall brief the Com-
mittees described in subsection (a) on the
progress of the report.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section authorizes the operation of any
vessel or modifies any requirement of title
46, United States Code, or the laws codified
in title 33, United States Code.

SEC. 35 . REMOTELY CREWED OFFSHORE SUP-
PLY VESSEL PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commandant of the Coast Guard shall estab-
lish a pilot program to allow operation of re-
motely crewed offshore supply vessels de-
scribed in subsection (b) in the Gulf of Amer-
ica.

(b) ELIGIBLE VESSELS.—Eligible vessels
that may participate in the pilot program
shall be limited to coastwise qualified ves-
sels documented and endorsed under section
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12112 of title 46, United States Code, which
are remotely operated offshore supply ves-
sels that have been built or repaired in
United States shipyards within 5 years of the
date of enactment of this Act, do not exceed
6,000 deadweight tons, and are not longer
than 350 feet in overall length.

(c) WAIVER OF CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS.—
The Commandant shall modify or waive ap-
plicable vessel design and construction regu-
lations regarding crew accommodations and
related requirements, as necessary, to allow
the vessels operating in the pilot program
described in subsection (a) to operate in the
Gulf of America while ensuring navigation
safety and the reliable, safe and secure oper-
ation of such vessels.

(d) GEOGRAPHIC LIMITATIONS.—The vessels
operating under the pilot program estab-
lished under subsection (a) shall only be al-
lowed to operate remotely within the Gulf of
America beyond 12 nautical miles from
shore.

(e) OPERATING REQUIREMENTS.—AIll oper-
ating functions of vessels operating under
the pilot program established under sub-
section (a), including navigation, engineer-
ing, and vessel monitoring, shall be per-
formed by credentialed United States citi-
zens under standards established by the
Coast Guard. The crew complement for each
vessel shall be identical in size and certifi-
cation to the currently required crew com-
plement for vessels of this type, size and
power.

(f) REPORT REQUIRED.—During the course
of the pilot program established under sub-
section (a), the Commandant shall provide
semiannual reports on the pilot program to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate, which
shall include—

(1) a description on the number of vessels
participating in the pilot program;

(2) the number of voyages conducted by
such vessels; and

(3) any information deemed relevant by the
Commandant on the operation of such ves-
sels in the pilot program.

(g) LENGTH OF PILOT PROGRAM.—The pilot
program described in subsection (a) is au-
thorized for a period of 5 years commencing
on the date on which the Coast Guard estab-
lishes such pilot program.

SEC. 35 . CHANGE OF HOMEPORTS OR AIR STA-
TIONS.

Section 910 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended to read as follows:

“§910. Change of homeports or air stations

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating
when not operating as a service in the Navy
may not permanently—

‘(1) close any Coast Guard station or unit;
or

‘(2) change the homeport of any cutters or
the air station to which any aircraft is as-
signed.

“(b) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
before taking any permanent action under
subsection (a)(1), or 90 days before taking
any permanent action under subsection
(a)(2), the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating when not
operating as a service in the Navy shall no-
tify the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate,
in writing, of such a closure or change.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—The Secretary shall in-
clude in any notification under paragraph (1)
an evaluation of the impacts of such a clo-
sure or change on—
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““(A) spending from the Coast Guard;

‘“(B) the Operations and Support Account;

‘“(C) the Procurement, Construction, and
Improvement Account;

‘D) the Environmental Restoration Ac-
count;

‘‘(E) Coast Guard operations; and

‘“(F) the ability of the infrastructure of re-
ceiving communities, if any, to support
forces, missions, and personnel as a result of
such closure or change.

‘“(c) LIMITATION.—This section shall not
apply to the closure of a Coast Guard station
or unit or a realignment with respect to a
Coast Guard station or unit, if the President
certifies to the Congress in writing that such
closure or change is implemented for reasons
of national security.

“(d) PuBLIC COMMENT.—Before taking any
closure or change action under this section,
temporary or otherwise, the Commandant
shall provide an opportunity for public com-
ment and for public meetings in the area of
the Coast Guard station or unit with regard
to the decision to close such station or
subunit.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COAST GUARD STATION OR UNIT.—The
term ‘Coast Guard station or unit’ means a
base, station, yard, center, homeport facility
for any ship or cutter, or other facility under
the jurisdiction of the of Coast Guard, in-
cluding any leased facility, which is located
within any of the several States, the District
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, or Guam.

‘“(2) CLOSURE; CHANGE.—The terms ‘closure’
or ‘change’ includes any action which both
reduces and relocates functions and civilian
personnel positions, but does not include a
reduction in force resulting from workload
adjustments, reduced personnel or funding
levels, or skill imbalances for a period of
more than 30 days in a calendar year.”.

SEC. 35 . ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING
SERVICES AND CONSTRUCTION DE-
SIGN; DESIGN-BUILD SELECTION
PROCEDURES.

Subchapter I of chapter 11 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§1112. Architectural and engineering serv-
ices and construction design

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ob-
tain architectural and engineering services
and may carry out construction design in
connection with the construction of facili-
ties authorized under section 4902(2)(A).

“(b) NOTIFICATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of architec-
tural and engineering services and construc-
tion design to be undertaken under sub-
section (a) for which the estimated cost ex-
ceeds $5,000,000, the Secretary shall notify
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate of the
scope of the proposed project and the esti-
mated cost of such services before the initial
obligation of funds for such services.

‘“(2) TIMING OF OBLIGATION.—The Secretary
may obligate funds for services described in
paragraph (1) only after the end of the 14-day
period beginning on the date on which the
notification is provided to the Committees
under paragraph (1).

“§1113. Design-build selection procedures

‘“Unless the traditional acquisition ap-
proach of design-bid-build established under
chapter 11 of title 40 is used, or another ac-
quisition procedure authorized by law is
used, when entering into a contract for the
design and construction of facilities author-
ized under section 4902(2)(A), the Secretary
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shall use the two-phase selection procedures
authorized in subsections (a) through (e) of
section 3241 of title 10, if such project is de-
termined appropriate for the use of such a
two-phase project when the criteria use in-
cluded in section 3241(b) are applied to the
project.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 153 OFFERED BY MR. HARRIGAN

OF NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO JOINT ARTIFICIAL IN-
TELLIGENCE RESEARCH, DEVELOP-
MENT, AND TRANSITION ACTIVITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 238 of the John S.
McCain National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10
U.S.C. 4061 note prec.) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall maintain within the Department of De-
fense a set of activities, led by the Chief Dig-
ital and Artificial Intelligence Officer (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘CDAQO’), to
coordinate the efforts of the Department to
develop, mature, and transition artificial in-
telligence technologies into operational use,
and to prepare the Department for the na-
tional security implications of artificial gen-
eral intelligence and other forms of highly
advanced artificial intelligence.”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(3) ARTIFICIAL GENERAL INTELLIGENCE PRE-
PAREDNESS.—The set of activities established
under paragraph (1) shall include a dedicated
initiative (referred to in this section as the
‘AGI Preparedness Initiative’) to—

““(A) study and prepare for the national se-
curity implications of artificial general in-
telligence;

‘“(B) analyze strategic competition with
the People’s Republic of China and other ad-
versaries with respect to artificial general
intelligence and highly advanced artificial
intelligence; and

‘(C) develop countermeasures against ad-
versary artificial intelligence-enabled mili-
tary capabilities.’’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (J), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(ii) in subparagraph (K), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(iii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘(L) review relevant industry, scientific,
and classified documents describing artifi-
cial general intelligence and other forms of
highly advanced artificial intelligence, in-
cluding the preparedness frameworks, scal-
ing policies, and risk management frame-
works of advanced artificial intelligence de-
velopers;

‘(M) develop and maintain an internal set
of definitions for the Department that char-
acterizes tiers of artificial general intel-
ligence to inform intelligence collection re-
quirements, program and procurement re-
quirements, and national strategy around
advanced artificial intelligence competition,
with emphasis on describing the capabilities
of artificial intelligence systems with the
most significant impacts for national secu-
rity and strategic competition, including
chemical, biological, radiological, and nu-
clear capabilities, advanced cyber capabili-
ties, model autonomy, strategic deception,
advanced research and development capabili-
ties in military domains, and advanced re-
search and development capabilities for pro-
ducing increasingly powerful artificial intel-
ligence;
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‘“(N) develop and conduct unclassified and
classified scenario exercises, wargames, ta-
bletop exercises, and other similar efforts to
understand how artificial general intel-
ligence and advanced artificial intelligence
capabilities could present acute national se-
curity risks or crises, pose risks to existing

Department operational plans, or create
strategic opportunities for the United
States;

‘“(0) develop preparedness plans detailing
governmental response strategies to sce-
narios described in subparagraph (N), includ-
ing detailed information describing how the
Department would coordinate with relevant
United States entities, including advanced
artificial intelligence developers, compute
cluster providers, and relevant government
officials, in the event of an acute national
security risk or crisis;

‘(P) identify potential gaps in the Depart-
ment’s authorities, relationships, personnel,
or other factors that could affect the Depart-
ment’s ability to address scenarios described
in subparagraph (N) or execute plans de-
scribed in subparagraph (O);

‘“(Q) develop a detailed approach to limit
the proliferation of artificial general intel-
ligence and other highly advanced artificial
intelligence systems by defining artificial in-
telligence systems with critical capabilities
that would pose a grave national security
threat if acquired or stolen by adversaries,
reviewing and potentially drawing from ap-
proaches derived from Department of Energy
practices for handling Restricted Data and
Formerly Restricted Data, as well as ap-
proaches for handling other national secu-
rity information;

‘“(R) assess the value of creating a central-
ized, highly secure, Department-led project
to develop artificial general intelligence or
other highly advanced artificial intelligence
in a secure environment, including examina-
tion of the chain-of-command, size and loca-
tion of such project, resources and personnel
required, cyber and physical security proto-
cols, counterintelligence and anti-espionage
measures against the People’s Republic of
China and other foreign adversaries, contin-
gency and emergency response plans, and
geopolitical considerations; and

‘“(8) prepare strategies to protect the
weights of advanced artificial intelligence
systems, core insights required to develop or
deploy advanced artificial intelligence sys-
tems, and other sensitive technical informa-
tion from highly resourced adversaries, in-
cluding nation-states.”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘“(4) ADVERSARY ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
ANALYSIS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The CDAO shall estab-
lish a dedicated analytical cell to continu-
ously monitor, assess, and report on the
progress of the People’s Republic of China
and other adversaries designated by the Sec-
retary in developing artificial general intel-
ligence and advanced artificial intelligence
capabilities for military and intelligence ap-
plications.

“(B) DUTIES.—Such analytical cell shall—

‘(i) coordinate with the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, the National Security Agen-
cy, the Central Intelligence Agency, and
other elements of the intelligence commu-
nity to ensure timely access to classified re-
porting on adversary artificial intelligence
development programs;

‘‘(ii) produce, not less frequently than an-
nually, classified assessments of adversary
artificial intelligence military capabilities,
including identified applications in autono-
mous weapons systems, command and con-
trol, intelligence analysis, cyber operations,
electronic warfare, and information oper-
ations;
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‘‘(iii) develop and maintain a classified
database of identified People’s Republic of
China artificial intelligence military pro-
grams, key personnel, institutional relation-
ships, supply chain dependencies, and as-
sessed capability timelines;

‘“(iv) assess the effectiveness of existing
United States technology control and denial
measures in constraining adversary artificial
intelligence capabilities and recommend
modifications as needed, in coordination
with other relevant interagency bodies;

‘“(v) develop specific countermeasure rec-
ommendations and identify wvulnerabilities
in adversary artificial intelligence systems
that could be exploited to maintain United
States military advantage; and

“(vi) 1identify strategies for improving
strategic competition relating to advanced
artificial intelligence, including strategies
to ensure United States leadership in global
artificial intelligence competition and strat-
egies to avoid or mitigate national security
threats from such competition.

‘“(C) PERSONNEL.—The analytical cell re-
quired by this paragraph shall include per-
sonnel with demonstrated expertise in Peo-
ple’s Republic of China military moderniza-
tion, technical artificial intelligence com-
petence, and intelligence analysis.

¢“(5) COUNTERMEASURE DEVELOPMENT.—The
CDAO shall, in coordination with the Under
Secretary of Defense for Research and Engi-
neering and the Director of the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency, develop
and maintain a classified program of re-
search and development focused on counter-
measures against adversary artificial intel-
ligence-enabled military capabilities, includ-
ing autonomous weapons systems, artificial
intelligence-directed cyber operations, artifi-
cial intelligence-enhanced intelligence col-
lection, and artificial intelligence-enabled
command and control systems.

¢‘(6) WORKFORCE REQUIREMENTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this para-
graph, the CDAO shall develop and submit to
the congressional defense committees min-
imum qualification standards for personnel
assigned to artificial general intelligence
preparedness functions under this section,
including requirements for technical exper-
tise in machine learning, neural network ar-
chitectures, computational infrastructure,
and artificial intelligence safety and align-
ment research.

“(B) HIRING AUTHORITY.—The CDAO shall
establish a competitive hiring authority,
consistent with section 1599f of title 10,
United States Code, to recruit and retain in-
dividuals with demonstrated expertise in ad-
vanced artificial intelligence research and
development from private industry, aca-
demia, and national laboratories.

‘(C) TECHNICAL STAFF.—Not less than 50
percent of the technical staff assigned to ar-
tificial general intelligence preparedness
functions under this section shall possess
graduate-level education or equivalent pro-
fessional experience in artificial intel-
ligence, machine learning, computer science,
or a directly related field.

‘(D) EXCHANGE PROGRAM.—The Secretary
of Defense shall establish an exchange pro-
gram with leading artificial intelligence re-
search laboratories and companies to provide
personnel assigned to functions under this
section with rotational assignments of not
less than 90 days to maintain current tech-
nical expertise.

‘‘(E) REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
paragraph, and annually thereafter, the
CDAO shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report on the status of
workforce recruitment and retention for
functions under this section, including the
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number of billets authorized and filled, attri-
tion rates, average tenure, and an assess-
ment of the competitiveness of Department
compensation relative to the private sector
for comparable artificial intelligence posi-
tions.

“(Ty SENIOR LEADER ARTIFICIAL
LIGENCE EDUCATION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The CDAO, in coordina-
tion with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, shall develop and implement an artifi-
cial intelligence education program for all
general and flag officers, members of the
Senior Executive Service within the Depart-
ment, and combatant command staff prin-
cipals.

‘(B) ELEMENTS.—Such program shall in-
clude—

‘(i) technical foundations of current artifi-
cial intelligence capabilities and limitations;

‘‘(ii) the current state and projected trajec-
tory of artificial general intelligence devel-
opment;

‘“(iii) adversary artificial intelligence mili-
tary capabilities and doctrine, with emphasis
on People’s Republic of China programs;

‘“‘(iv) artificial intelligence-enabled oper-
ational concepts and their implications for
force design and employment; and

‘(v) artificial intelligence safety, align-
ment, and control challenges relevant to
military applications.

‘‘(8) OPERATIONAL INTEGRATION.—The CDAO
shall, in coordination with the Joint Staff
and the combatant commands, develop a
plan to integrate artificial general intel-
ligence preparedness findings into joint oper-
ational planning processes, including up-
dates to contingency plans, campaign plans,
and global force management allocation
plans, not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this paragraph.

‘“(9) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION ON EXPORT
CONTROLS AND TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION.—The
CDAO shall coordinate with the Bureau of
Industry and Security of the Department of
Commerce, the Committee on Foreign In-
vestment in the United States, the Depart-
ment of Energy, and other relevant inter-
agency bodies to—

‘“(A) assess the effectiveness of technology
control measures in constraining adversary
access to artificial intelligence capabilities;

‘“(B) recommend modifications to export
control lists, end-use restrictions, and in-
vestment screening criteria as needed to ad-
dress emerging artificial intelligence-related
threats; and

‘“(C) ensure that classification guidance de-
veloped under subsection (d)(2)(G) is updated
to address artificial general intelligence and
advanced artificial intelligence systems.”’;

(3) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsections (g) and (h), respectively;

(4) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(f) REPORTS, BRIEFINGS, AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY.—

‘(1) INITIAL REPORT AND BRIEFING.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this subsection, the Secretary of
Defense shall—

““(A) submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report detailing—

‘(i) the organizational structure, staffing
requirements, and initial objectives of the
AGI Preparedness Initiative described in sub-
section (a)(3);

‘(i) a comprehensive assessment of the
performance of the CDAO in executing the
duties established under this section since
the date of the original enactment of this
section, including an identification of spe-
cific deficiencies in organizational structure,
personnel qualifications, interagency coordi-
nation, and operational impact; and

INTEL-
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‘‘(iii) the initial objectives and milestones
for the duties added by the amendments to
this section made by title II of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2027; and

‘(B) provide to such Committees a briefing
on the matters set forth in the report.

“(2) PERIODIC REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS.—Not
later than 180 days after the submission of
the initial report under paragraph (1), and
annually thereafter, the Secretary of De-
fense shall—

“‘(A) submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the activities car-
ried out under this section since the date of
the last report under this paragraph, includ-
ing—

‘(i) any findings, assessments, and rec-
ommendations with respect to the national
security implications of artificial general in-
telligence and advanced artificial intel-
ligence;

‘‘(ii) the progress of the CDAO against each
benchmark established under paragraph (3);
and

‘‘(iii) a classified annex containing specific
assessments of People’s Republic of China ar-
tificial intelligence military capabilities, the
effectiveness of current export control meas-
ures with respect to adversary artificial in-
telligence development, and identified coun-
termeasure priorities; and

‘(B) provide to such Committees a briefing
on the matters set forth in the report.

¢(3) PERFORMANCE METRICS AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this para-
graph, the CDAO shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a set of meas-
urable performance benchmarks and mile-
stones for each duty described in subsection
(d).

‘“(B) ELEMENTS.—Each report required
under paragraph (2) shall include a detailed
assessment of progress against each bench-
mark established under subparagraph (A), in-
cluding specific explanations for any bench-
marks not met and corrective actions
planned.

‘“(4) POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS.—The CDAO
shall provide policy recommendations to the
Secretary of Defense, the President, and
Congress relating to the national security
implications of artificial general intelligence
and advanced artificial intelligence, includ-
ing recommendations for legislative ac-
tion.”’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(1) ADDITIONAL DEFINITIONS.—In this sec-
tion:

‘(1) The term ‘artificial general intel-
ligence’ means artificial intelligence sys-
tems that match or exceed human expert
performance across a wide variety of do-
mains, including chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear applications, cyber of-
fense, model autonomy, persuasion, research
and development, and self-improvement.

‘(2) The term ‘CDAO’ means the Chief Dig-
ital and Artificial Intelligence Officer of the
Department of Defense, or such successor of-
ficial as the Secretary of Defense may des-
ignate.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading
of section 238 of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 4061 note
prec.) is amended by striking ‘‘JOINT ARTIFI-
CIAL INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
AND TRANSITION ACTIVITIES”’ and inserting
‘DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AND ARTIFICIAL GENERAL INTELLIGENCE
ACTIVITIES .

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section or the amendments made by this
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section shall be construed to limit or other-

wise affect any authority of the Secretary of

Defense or the Chief Digital and Artificial

Intelligence Officer under section 238 of the

John S. McCain National Defense Authoriza-

tion Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law

115-232; 10 U.S.C. note prec. 4061), as in effect

on the day before the date of the enactment

of this Act.

AMENDMENT NO. 154 OFFERED BY MR. HARRIS OF

MARYLAND

At the end of subtitle A of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7 . TRICARE COVERAGE FOR ANESTHESIA
FOR IN-OFFICE DENTAL PROCE-
DURES FOR PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
FOR CHILDREN AGE 5 AND UNDER.

Section 1079(a)(1)(B) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘or for
pediatric patients age 5 or under, only insti-
tutional and anesthesia services may be pro-
vided” and inserting ‘‘or for pediatric pa-
tients age 5 or under, only institutional serv-
ices and anesthesia services (including at a
dental clinic with respect to such pediatric
patients) may be provided’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 155 OFFERED BY MR. HERN OF

OKLAHOMA

At the end of subtitle B of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . REPORT ON TRANSITION TO LIGHT-
EMITTING DIODE LIGHTING ON
NAVAL VESSELS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report on the plans of the Department of the
Navy to transition to light-emitting diode
(LED) lighting onboard naval vessels.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the benefits LED light
fixtures provide for the survivability of
naval vessels relative to traditional
incandescents.

(2) An evaluation of existing shipboard
light fixtures for which qualified LED ret-
rofit kits are available, and an identification
of fixtures for which LED retrofit kits re-
quire development.

(3) A plan to transition the procurement of
incandescent light bulbs by the Department
to the procurement of LED retrofit kits.

(4) An analysis of the production capacity
of the supplier base to provide LED retrofit
kits at an increased rate of supply.

(5) A plan to discontinue the procurement
of LED light fixtures that do not meet appli-
cable military specifications.

AMENDMENT NO. 156 OFFERED BY MR. HILL OF

ARKANSAS

In title XV, subtitle C, add at the end the
following new section:

SEC. 15 . COMPTROLLER GENERAL ASSESS-
MENT ON SHARING OF CYBER IN-
TELLIGENCE WITH STATE, LOCAL,
TRIBAL, TERRITORIAL, AND PRI-
VATE SECTOR PARTNERS.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct an assess-
ment of sharing of cyber-related intelligence
by the Department of Defense with State,
local, Tribal, territorial, and private sector
partners.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 60 days
after the date on which the Comptroller Gen-
eral completes the assessment under sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General shall
submit to the Committee on Armed Services
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate
a report on the results of the assessment.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:
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(A) With respect to each element of the De-
partment of Defense, a summary of the capa-
bilities and practices of the element for shar-
ing cyber-related intelligence with State,
local, Tribal, territorial, and private sector
partners.

(B) An assessment of the effects of such
sharing, including the timeliness, level of de-
tail, and the degree to which intelligence is
provided in a format that allows for tech-
nical correlation and network defense ac-
tions versus general situational awareness.

(C) An assessment of the deconfliction and
coordination processes between elements re-
garding such sharing.

(D) A description of the role and effective-
ness of the Department of Defense in such
deconfliction and coordination process.

(E) An assessment of how the security
clearances of such partners affect such shar-
ing.

(F) An assessment of the legal, policy, and
infrastructure barriers that prevent cleared
private sector partners from
operationalizing classified threat intel-
ligence, including—

(i) the lack of accredited, state-run facili-
ties where partners can securely correlate
classified government-provided indicators
against their own proprietary network data;
and

(ii) the lack of statutory liability protec-
tions (such as State-level tort claims exten-
sions) for private sector entities acting on
classified intelligence provided by the gov-
ernment.

(G) Recommendations for improvements
for such sharing.

AMENDMENT NO. 157 OFFERED BY MR. HILL OF
ARKANSAS

In subtitle B of title XVII, add at the end
the following:

SEC. 17 . EXTENSION OF THE DEFENSE PRO-
DUCTION ACT OF 1950.

Section T17(a) of the Defense Production
Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4564(a)) is amended by
striking ‘2026’ and inserting ‘‘2031”’.

Page 1281, beginning on line 3, strike
‘“‘chapter 83 of title 41, United States Code,
and the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4501 et seq.)” and insert ‘‘and chapter
83 of title 41, United States Code’’.

Page 1375, beginning on line 9, strike
“under title III of the Defense Production
Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4531 et seq.) and’’.

Page 1378, beginning on line 25, strike
“under title III of the Defense Production
Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4531 et seq.) or’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 158 OFFERED BY MR. HILL OF
ARKANSAS

At the end of subtitle D of title XXVIII,
add the following new section:

SEC. 28 . LAND EXCHANGE, CAMP PIKE AND
CAMP JOSEPH T. ROBINSON, ARKAN-
SAS.

(a) EXCHANGE AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
of the Army (referred to in this section as
the ‘‘Secretary’’) may convey to the State of
Arkansas all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to a parcel of real prop-
erty, including any improvements thereon,
consisting of approximately 16.02 acres at
Camp Pike, North Little Rock, Arkansas,
containing the facility commonly known as
the 90th Readiness Division Headquarters
and other real property north of Arkansas
Avenue road as is determined by the survey
under subsection (d)(1).

(b) CONSIDERATION.—

(1) As consideration for the conveyance
under subsection (a), the State of Arkansas
may convey to the United States all right,
title, and interest of the State of Arkansas
in and to a parcel of real property, including
any improvements thereon, consisting all or
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part of approximately 68.16 acres at Camp
Joseph T. Robinson, North Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, containing the facility commonly
known as the Chappell Armory and such ad-
ditional adjoining lands as is determined by
the survey under subsection (d)(1).

(2) The exchange of real property under
this section shall be for parcels of approxi-
mately equal value, as determined by the
Secretary through an appraisal acceptable to
the Secretary. Pursuant to section 18240 of
title 10, United States Code, no monetary
consideration may be provided or accepted
by either party to equalize the value of the
properties exchanged.

(c) EXTINGUISHMENT OF REVERSIONARY IN-
TEREST.—In connection with the exchange
authorized by this section, the Secretary
shall extinguish the reversionary interest of
the United States, created by the Act of
June 30, 1950 (64 Stat. 311, chapter 429), appli-
cable to the property to be conveyed by the
State of Arkansas under subsection (b)(1).

(d) SURVEYS AND PROPERTY DESCRIP-
TIONS.—

(1) DETERMINATION.—The exact acreage and
legal descriptions of the real property to be
exchanged under this section shall be deter-
mined by surveys satisfactory to the Sec-
retary.

(2) CosTs.—The State of Arkansas shall be
responsible for all costs associated with the
exchange authorized by this section, includ-
ing the costs of surveys, appraisals, and any
other administrative or environmental docu-
mentation required to complete the ex-
change.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions in connection with the
conveyances under this section as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to protect the
interests of the United States.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to affect or limit
the application of, or any requirement for,
environmental remediation under the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) or any other law.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) and the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
SMITH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FONG).

Mr. FONG. Mr. Chair, I rise today in
support of my amendments to the fis-
cal year 2027 National Defense Author-
ization Act.

Nowhere is this legislation more crit-
ical than in California’s 20th Congres-
sional District, home to Edwards Air
Force Base, the Naval Air Weapons
Station China Lake, Naval Air Station
Lemoore, and the Mojave Air and
Space Port.

I am honored to offer three amend-
ments that support our installations
today.

First, amendment No. 136 honors the
eight heroes lost in the tragic B-52
crash at Edwards Air Force Base last
month. It directs the Department of
War to brief Congress on the cause of
the accident.

These brave individuals sacrificed
their lives so that we can live in peace
and freedom. Their commitment and
dedication will never be forgotten.
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Second, amendment No. 137 directs a
comprehensive study of medical and
safety resources at Edwards Air Force
Base. Edwards is located in a remote
area of our State that is critical for the
test work that is performed. I want to
ensure that the military members, ci-
vilians, and contractors serving at the
base have access to the health and safe-
ty resources needed to advance their
mission.

Third, amendment No. 135 directs a
study of supersonic airspace
connectivity between the R-2508 Air-
space Complex, which includes China
Lake, Edwards Air Force Base, and
Fort Irwin, and connects to the Point
Mugu Sea Range.

These ranges encompass over 56,000
square miles of world-class testing ca-
pacity. Combined with the civilian ca-
pabilities of Mojave Air and Space Port
and NASA Armstrong, my amendment
will help better integrate supersonic
airspace connectivity and would ex-
pand test capabilities for both military
and commercial aerospace, Kkeeping
America at the cutting edge of defense
innovation.

These amendments help ensure our
defense installations have the re-
sources, the safety, and the airspace
they need to continue leading the way.
I urge my colleagues to support them.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I reserve the balance of my
time.
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
McCAUL), my friend and colleague.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Chair, I thank our
chairman for his great work on this
National Defense Authorization Act.
As always, he has delivered.

Mr. Chair, every day our Nation loses
17 veterans to suicide. These are men
and women who survived combat but
then lost to a quiet and longer war
against the invisible wounds that they
carried with them.

Since the disastrous withdrawal from
Afghanistan, many of them are asking:
Was it worth it? Well, we are providing
a solution to that problem here today.

I thank my colleague, Mr. LUTTRELL,
for his service as a Navy SEAL and
also for introducing this amendment to
increase veterans’ access to ibogaine. I
know personally how much this means
to our Nation’s heroes because I have
talked to them, the Special Operations
Association, to people, veterans across
this Nation who are clamoring for a so-
lution to their problem, and we have
one.

They should not have to travel to
Mexico to receive this treatment.
Countless vets have told me that they
were going to give this one shot before
they committed suicide. They went
down. They experienced ibogaine, and
they came back cured.

Stanford University did a study on 30
veterans with TBI and PTSD, verified
through MRI brain scans, where it was
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demonstrated that ibogaine actually
regenerated brain tissue and helped
them get over their addiction to
opioids and resolve their PTSD and
TBI.

This needs to be available in the
United States of America now in clin-
ical trials to our veterans. My home
State of Texas passed legislation to
provide clinical trials to veterans for
ibogaine.

I thank my former Governor, Rick
Perry, and Mr. Bryan Hubbard, Ameri-
cans for Ibogaine, for leading this ef-
fort. I thank MORGAN LUTTRELL and
Marcus, his brother, who we all know
from the ‘‘Lone Survivor” story.
Ibogaine saved their lives, and we have
heard the testimony from them about
the effectiveness of this medicine.

It is time, Mr. Chair, to make this
medicine available to our veterans here
in the United States at our VA clinics
across the Nation.

This amendment—and I thank the
chairman for supporting it—will take
us to that point where we can now save
their lives, where they don’t have to
worry about suicide and they don’t
have to be on 30 medications, for God
sakes, to treat their addiction, to treat
their PTSD when we know we have a
medicine that works.

The evidence, the data, and the Stan-
ford study are all there to save their
lives. I urge my colleagues to vote for
this measure.

Again, I thank all my colleagues, in-
cluding the chairman and MORGAN
LUTTRELL for their support. I thank
the Energy and Commerce Committee
for their work to bring all of this to
the floor, not only today but in future
legislation. I also thank the heroes,
those who have served this country in
harm’s way, those who have put their
lives at risk who are suffering from
these diseases today for their service.
We owe it to them to pass this legisla-
tion.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BRESNAHAN).

Mr. BRESNAHAN. Mr. Chairman, I
rise in strong support of this en bloc,
which includes an amendment that
calls on the President to award the
Medal of Honor to Colonel Bob Graham
of Nuangola, Pennsylvania.

On May 1, 1966, at the height of Oper-
ation Birmingham in the Vietnam war,
then-Captain Graham flew his battle-
damaged F-100 Super Sabre through
monsoon weather to reach American
troops surrounded by 4,000 enemy sol-
diers.

He made more than 15 low-level at-
tack passes under heavy artillery fire,
knowing full well he may not survive.
He not only survived, but destroyed
eight enemy gun positions, neutralized
over 1,500 enemy troops, and broke the
back of that assault, saving hundreds
of American lives.
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Colonel Graham flew over 500 combat
missions across four tours in Vietnam
and served this country faithfully for
26 years.

He already earned the Silver Star for
his heroic actions that day. However, it
is past time that we recognize his ac-
tions went above and beyond the call of
duty.

I urge my colleagues to support this
and finally give Colonel Graham the
recognition he has long since earned.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I have no speakers on this
en bloc. I continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. VAN
EPPS).

Mr. VAN EPPS. Mr. Chairman, I am
honored to rise today to offer three
critical amendments.

Military readiness depends on more
than the weapons our warfighters
carry. It depends on the infrastructure
that supports them, our ability to get
new technology into their hands, and
an industrial base capable of sustaining
them in conflict.

At Fort Campbell, much of the water
and wastewater infrastructure is more
than 60 years old. A major failure could
disrupt military operations and affect
the health of military families.

This challenge extends far beyond
Fort Campbell. That is why my amend-
ment directs the Department of War to
assess critical aging utility systems
across military installations and
prioritize future investments before
failures degrade readiness.

However, readiness also means ensur-
ing our warfighters have the best tech-
nology available. My second amend-
ment will accelerate the delivery of ad-
vanced technologies to the battlefield,
cutting through barriers that too often
slow innovation. When conflict comes,
we must have the capacity to sustain
the fight.

My third amendment requires major
defense contractors to plan now for
how they would rapidly increase pro-
duction during a national emergency
or major conflict.

We must ensure our military has the
infrastructure, technology, and indus-
trial capacity to fight and win. I urge
my colleagues to support these amend-
ments.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I urge all Members to support the
en bloc package, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I, too, urge all Members to support this
en bloc package, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Chair, | rise in
support of Amendment No. 158.

Amendment No. 158 is extremely important
to the Arkansas National Guard. That is why
| am grateful to have the support of my Arkan-
sas colleagues, Rep. STEVE WOMACK and
Rep. RICK CRAWFORD.

This amendment supports the Arkansas Na-
tional Guard by seeking to codify the proposed
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land exchange between the Arkansas National
Guard and the U.S. Army Reserve on Camp
Robinson in North Little Rock.

Currently, there is a strategic mismatch in
facility use for the Arkansas National Guard
and the USAR on Camp Robinson.

The land exchange will include a two-star
division headquarters at Camp Pike, currently
occupied by a drilling unit with minimal full-
time staff, a unit whose needs would be far
better served by an armory.

The second is the Chappell Armory in Ar-
kansas, which was built for traditional drilling
units but currently operates as a full-time
headquarters.

Amendment No. 158 seeks a no-cost land
exchange between the Arkansas National
Guard and USAR. This would result in a mutu-
ally beneficial outcome and ensure better
stewardship of taxpayer dollars.

The Arkansas National Guard and the U.S.
Army Reserve support the conveyance.

| am pleased that there has been a signed
a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between
Brigadier General Bridges of the Arkansas
Guard and Brigadier General Cook of the
Army Reserves.

Amendment No. 158 directly relates to the
signed MOA, and it ensures the necessary
continuity and stability for the proposed land
exchange.

| urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Chair, | rise to
speak in support of Amendment No. 156.

My amendment directs the Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO) to conduct a review
of the quality and effectiveness of the Depart-
ment of Defense’s cyber intelligence sharing
with state, local, Tribal, territorial, and private-
sector partners.

| drafted this amendment with the Arkansas
National Guard to ensure we analyze cyber in-
formation sharing to learn how to stop and
mitigate cyber threats for homeland defense.

As you may know, the National Guard is
uniquely positioned by its capabilities, geog-
raphy, and manpower to add resilience to inte-
grated critical infrastructure dependencies.

That is why it is critical for the GAO to con-
duct this review, as it can inform and better
unify efforts among federal partners, state-
level defenders, and other critical stakeholders
to ensure faster warning, mitigation, incident
response, and better defense of our critical in-
frastructure.

This amendment is extremely important to
central Arkansas and the Arkansas National
Guard. It is also extremely important to our
national security and cyber health.

| urge my colleagues to support Amendment
No. 156.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania). The question is on the
amendments en bloc offered by the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS).

The en bloc amendments were agreed
to.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR.

ROGERS OF ALABAMA

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
pursuant to House Resolution 1438, I
offer amendments en bloc.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 3 consisting
of amendment Nos. 159, 160, 161, 162, 163,
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169, 170, 171, 172,
178, 179, 180, 181,
187, 188, 189, 190,
191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199,
200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208,
209, 210, 211, and 212 printed in part A of
House Report 119-755, offered by Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama:

AMENDMENT NO. 159 OFFERED BY MRS. HOUCHIN

OF INDIANA

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . PILOT PROGRAM ON USE OF SUB-
SCRIPTION-BASED FUNDING MODEL
AT MAJOR RANGE AND TEST FACIL-
ITY BASE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions for such purpose, the Under Secretary
of Defense for Research and Engineering
shall, acting through the Director of the
Test Resource Management Center, com-
mence carrying out a pilot program to deter-
mine the feasibility, effectiveness, and oper-
ational impacts of implementing a subscrip-
tion-based funding model for test and evalua-
tion facilities.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The pilot program re-
quired by subsection (a) shall—

(1) be conducted during the two-year period
beginning on the date of the commencement
of the pilot program;

(2) include not fewer than two cyber-phys-
ical test and training ranges designated by
the Director of the Test Resource Manage-
ment Center;

(3) include at least one cyber-physical test
and training range operated by, or under the
authority of, the National Guard of a State;

(4) provide for participation by military
departments, defense agencies, combat sup-
port agencies, federally funded research and
development centers, and such other Depart-
ment of Defense entities as the Director con-
siders appropriate; and

(5) evaluate the applicability of subscrip-
tion-based funding to cyber, cyber-physical,
electronic warfare, modeling and simulation,
and integrated test environments associated
with the participating ranges.

(c) SUBSCRIPTION-BASED FUNDING MODEL.—
For purposes of the pilot program required
by subsection (a), the Under Secretary shall
establish a funding structure under which
participating organizations pay recurring
subscription fees in exchange for access to
specified range capabilities, infrastructure,
services, test environments, cybersecurity
resources, data management capabilities,
and related support functions, in lieu of or in
combination with traditional reimbursable
or direct-user funding mechanisms. The
Under Secretary shall ensure that any sub-
scription fees are commensurate with the
services provided.

(d) ELEMENTS.—In carrying out the pilot
program required by subsection (a), the
Under Secretary shall—

(1) establish subscription tiers or other re-
curring funding arrangements designed to
support baseline operational, sustainment,
modernization, and cybersecurity costs of
participating ranges;

(2) assess the extent to which a subscrip-
tion-based model improves funding predict-
ability, resource utilization, infrastructure
availability, and mission readiness;

(3) evaluate impacts on range scheduling,
access, interoperability, and support for de-
velopmental testing, operational testing,
training, experimentation, and rapid proto-
typing activities;

(4) identify authority constraints or other
challenges associated with broader imple-
mentation of such a model;

164, 165,
173, 174,
182, 183, 184,

166,
175,

167,
176,
185,

168,
177,
186,
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(5) measure effects on cost recovery, user
demand, and long-term sustainment of
cyber-physical range capabilities; and

(6) develop recommendations regarding
whether and how a subscription-based fund-
ing model could be expanded to additional
test and evaluation facilities.

(e) SELECTION OF PARTICIPATING RANGES.—
In selecting ranges for participation in the
pilot program required by subsection (a), the
Under Secretary shall prioritize cyber-phys-
ical ranges that—

(1) support joint testing, training, or ex-
perimentation activities;

(2) integrate operational technology,
cyber, communications, electronic warfare,
or weapon-system testing capabilities; and

(3) can provide representative data regard-
ing the scalability of subscription-based
funding approaches across test and evalua-
tion facilities.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a report describing
the following:

(1) The actions taken under subsection (a).

(2) The status of implementation of inte-
gration required by such subsection.

(3) Any exceptions to full integration
under subsection (b)(2).

(4) The reasons for the exceptions described
in paragraph (3).

(g) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the Under Secretary sub-
mits the report required by subsection (f),
the Under Secretary shall provide the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a briefing on the
matters covered by the report.

AMENDMENT NO. 160 OFFERED BY MRS. HOUCHIN
OF INDIANA

Add at the end of subtitle D of title XXVIII
the following new section:

SEC. 28 . REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS ON USE
OF CERTAIN LAND CONVEYED TO
THE STATE OF INDIANA.

Section 2858 of the Military Construction
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996 (divi-
sion B of Public Law 104-106; 110 Stat. 571), as
amended by section 2838 of the Military Con-
struction Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1998 (division B of Public Law 105-85; 111
Stat. 2006) and section 2843(i) of the Military
Construction Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 1999 (division B of Public Law 105-261;
112 Stat. 2217), is further amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘“The con-
veyances’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided
in subsection (d), the conveyances’’; and

(2) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(d) CONDITION ON RELEASE OF Cov-
ENANTS.—On the condition that the State
convey approximately 80 acres of prior park
property to the Indiana Army Ammunition
Plan Reuse Authority, the Reuse Authority
convey approximately 100 acres of prior in-
dustrial use property to the State, and the
use of that 100 acres will be restricted by
covenant to recreational purposes, the Sec-
retary may release the covenant that re-
quires the 80 acres of prior park property to
be used for recreational purposes.”’.
AMENDMENT NO. 161 OFFERED BY MRS. HOUCHIN

OF INDIANA

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following:

SEC. 2 . SECURE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
DATA CENTER DEMONSTRATION
PROGRAM.

(a) DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall, acting through the
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Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering and in consultation with the Di-
rector of the National Security Agency and
the head of the Center for Artificial Intel-
ligence Standards and Innovation at the De-
partment of Commerce, carry out a program
to construct, prototype, and perform testing
and evaluation on highly secure data cen-
ters, and to assess security requirements for
such facilities, focused on—

(1) resisting attacks by nation-state adver-
saries;

(2) securing the confidentiality, integrity,
and availability of artificial intelligence
models and inference pipelines; and

(3) assessing whether existing security
frameworks are sufficient to protect artifi-
cial intelligence capabilities supporting clas-
sified workloads.

(b) Focus.—The program required by sub-
section (a) shall be focused on—

(1) prototyping technologies and security
controls needed to protect artificial intel-
ligence data centers from attacks by nation-
state adversaries;

(2) protecting model weights and other sen-
sitive assets from theft, sabotage, or unau-
thorized access;

(3) assessing physical security, cybersecu-
rity, supply chain, insider threat, and inci-
dent response requirements for such facili-
ties;

(4) prototyping secure inference-only clus-
ters or devices designed to prevent unauthor-
ized model weight extraction or modifica-
tion, including mechanisms to securely or
cryptographically verify that only author-
ized workloads are executed; and

(b) developing plans, budgets, and cost esti-
mates and recommended courses of action
for constructing or retrofitting such facili-
ties.

(c) BRIEFING AND REPORT.—

(1) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall provide to the congressional
defense committees a briefing on progress
made under the program required by sub-
section (a), including key findings from pro-
totype activities, threats, vulnerabilities,
capability gaps, and resourcing require-
ments.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report on the results of
the program required by subsection (a), in-
cluding—

(A) prototype results, technologies, or
operational measures needed to improve the
security of artificial intelligence data cen-
ters; and

(B) recommendations for further invest-
ments to address threats from nation-state
adversaries.

AMENDMENT NO. 162 OFFERED BY MRS. HOUCHIN
OF INDIANA

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following new section:

SEC. 3 . REPORT ON PFAS DESTRUCTION AND
WATER RECLAMATION.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than June 1, 2027,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
on available technology that leverages re-
cent developments in single-pass high PFAS-
destruction technology in water.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report described in
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) A list and a description of available
technology that allows—

(A) an air-water interface to serve as the
primary heat transfer surface; and

(B) for the core operating temperature to
enable single-pass high PFAS-destruction
technology to ensure rapid destruction of
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances in water.
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(2) A proposal to establish a pilot program
under which single-pass high PFAS destruc-
tion technology shall be tested for Depart-
ment of Defense uses.

(3) A list of potential locations that could
host such a pilot program.

(4) Any other matters the Secretary deter-
mines relevant.

(c) SINGLE-PASS HIGH PFAS-DESTRUCTION
TECHNOLOGY DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘single-pass high PFAS-destruction
technology’” means a technology that—

(1) destroys per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances;

(2) is portable and able to operate in re-
mote areas; and

(3) can process up to 20,000 gallons of water
per day.

AMENDMENT NO. 163 OFFERED BY MRS.
HOULAHAN OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle B of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7. PILOT PROGRAM TO TEST STAND-
ALONE TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE
EFFICIENCIES IN SUPPLY-CHAIN
MANAGEMENT, MEDICAL READI-
NESS, AND MEDICAL PROCESSES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Act,
the Secretary of Defense, acting through the
Director of the Defense Health Agency, shall
carry out a pilot program to test and evalu-
ate existing standalone technologies to as-
sess whether such technologies accomplish
the following:

(1) Improving efficiencies in medical sup-
ply-chain management and in military med-
ical readiness.

(2) Streamlining medical processes.

(3) Improving recordation accuracy.

(4) Reducing rates of needlestick injury.

(5) Enhancing retention rates of military
health care providers.

(b) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program for a five-year period.
AMENDMENT NO. 164 OFFERED BY MS. HOYLE OF

OREGON

At the end of subtitle I of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . STUDY ON TIMELY PROCESS OF
AWARD AND DECORATION REC-
OMMENDATIONS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall conduct a study on the process
for reviewing recommendations for the
award of medals, decorations, or other hon-
ors to members of the Armed Forces.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to Con-
gress a report containing the results of the
study, including any recommendations of the
Secretary to ensure the process for reviewing
recommendations for the award of medals,
decorations, or other honors to members of
the Armed Forces is timely, consistent, and
transparent.

AMENDMENT NO. 165 OFFERED BY MR. HUDSON OF

NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of subtitle E of title VIII, insert
the following:

SEC. 8 . REPORT ON CONTRACTORS SEEKING
COMPENSATORY RELIEF FROM IN-
FLATION.

(a) FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.—

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(A) During the COVID-19 pandemic, De-
partment of Defense contractors faced his-
toric inflation for goods and services they
provided to the Department of Defense after
signing initial firm-fixed price contracts.

(B) In the amendments made to Public Law
85-804 (50 U.S.C. 1431) by section 822 of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
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117-263) and in section 826 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024
(Public Law 118-31; 10 U.S.C. note prec. 4601),
Congress provided increased flexibility to
the Department of Defense to modify con-
tracts to provide extraordinary relief due to
the effects of inflation.

(C) Despite such authority, numerous con-
tractors still incurred increased costs for
multi-year projects and seek economic price
adjustments to stay solvent.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Department of Defense
should reimburse low- to mid-tier suppliers
for increased production costs caused from
inflation to avoid disincentivizing their par-
ticipation in Government contracting

(b) REPORT.—Not later than June 1, 2027,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
on the plan of the Department to rectify
legal claims from contractors that seek com-
pensatory relief from inflation.

AMENDMENT NO. 166 OFFERED BY MR. HUIZENGA
OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle B of title XVII, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 17 . LIMITATION REGARDING CERTAIN
EXPORT CONTROLS.

Section 38(1)(4)(B) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2778(1)(4)(B)) is amended
by inserting before the semicolon *‘, exclud-
ing subclauses (I), (IT), and (II1)”.”".

AMENDMENT NO. 167 OFFERED BY MR. JACK OF

GEORGIA

Page 532, line 10, strike ‘‘An agreement en-
tered into under this section’ and insert ‘A
fixed indemnity supplemental benefit plan
provided under the pilot program’.

AMENDMENT NO. 168 OFFERED BY MR. JACKSON
OF TEXAS

In title VIII, subtitle A, add at the end the
following new section:

SEC. 8 . INSIDER THREAT RISK ASSESSMENT
AND VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE FOR
CERTAIN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
CONTRACTORS.

(a) ASSESSMENT AND ISSUANCE OF VOL-
UNTARY GUIDANCE ON INSIDER THREAT RISK
REDUCTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall issue vol-
untary guidance for covered artificial intel-
ligence contractors to reduce insider threat,
espionage, and other personnel-related secu-
rity risks to sensitive artificial intelligence
systems and associated development infra-
structure.

(2) ASSESSMENT AND UPDATED GUIDANCE.—
Not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

(A) complete an assessment of the risks de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and

(B) update the guidance issued under such
paragraph based on the findings of that as-
sessment.

(3) CONTENTS.—The guidance required
under paragraph (1), including any updated
guidance issued under paragraph (2)(B),
shall, at a minimum—

(A) identify categories of roles, functions,
models, training infrastructure, and systems
that warrant enhanced security measures;

(B) recommend a risk-based framework
based on the sensitivity of access and associ-
ated national security risks; and

(C) address personnel vetting, access con-
trols, auditing, monitoring, anomaly detec-
tion, and protection against insider threats
and espionage.

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to require a
covered artificial intelligence contractor to
adopt any measure, practice, personnel pol-
icy, access restriction, or other safeguard de-
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scribed in the guidance issued under para-

graph (1).

(5) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this
subsection, the Secretary may consult with
covered artificial intelligence contractors,
appropriate intelligence and counterintel-
ligence officials, appropriate elements of the
Department of Defense, and other relevant
experts.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than July 1,
2028, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the congressional defense committees an
unclassified report, which may include a
classified annex, on the implementation of
this section.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report shall include—

(A) a summary of the findings of the as-
sessment conducted under subsection
(@)(2)(A);

(B) an assessment of gaps and challenges in
mitigating the risks identified in such as-
sessment;

(C) a summary of the voluntary guidance
issued under subsection (a), including the
initial guidance and any updated guidance
issued under subsection (a)(2)(B); and

(D) any recommendation for additional au-
thorities, resources, or policy the Secretary
determines appropriate.

(c) DEFINITION.—The term ‘‘covered artifi-
cial intelligence contractor’” means a con-
tractor that develops, maintains, or operates
artificial intelligence systems for the De-
partment of Defense and has access to artifi-
cial intelligence systems, models, develop-
ment infrastructure, or related technical in-
formation.

AMENDMENT NO. 169 OFFERED BY MS. JACOBS OF

CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10___. QUARTERLY REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
CAPITAL FORUM.

Section 1092 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public
Law 118-159; 10 U.S.C. 149 note) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘“(f) REPORTS.—Not later than the end of
each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report describing activities of
the forum established under subsection (a)
during such fiscal quarter and the goals of
such forum in accordance with this section
for the subsequent fiscal quarter.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 170 OFFERED BY MR. JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA

At the end of subtitle E of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC.1 . ASSESSMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE DISPLAY SUPPLY CHAIN
VULNERABILITIES.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary
of Defense, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Commerce, shall conduct an assess-
ment of supply chain vulnerabilities related
to displays used in Department of Defense
weapon systems and platforms.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment shall in-
clude—

(1) identification of defense systems de-
pendent on displays sourced from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China or Taiwan;

(2) assessment of supply disruption risks
and potential operational impacts;

(3) evaluation of domestic or allied manu-
facturing capabilities for advanced display
technologies;

(4) analysis of emerging display tech-
nologies, including microLLED displays; and

(5) recommendations for reducing foreign
dependence in critical display applications.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
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Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
the results of the assessment conducted
under subsection (a).

(d) ForM.—The report under subsection (c)
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but
may include a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 171 OFFERED BY MR. JOYCE OF
OHIO

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, insert
the following new section:

SEC. 7 . PILOT PROGRAM ON PRE-PROGRAM-
MING OF SUICIDE PREVENTION RE-
SOURCES INTO SMART DEVICES
ISSUED TO MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall commence the
conduct of a pilot program under which the
Secretary—

(1) pre-downloads the Virtual Hope Box ap-
plication of the Defense Health Agency, or
such successor application, on the covered
devices of members of the Armed Forces;

(2) pre-programs the National Suicide Hot-
line number and Veterans Crisis Line num-
ber into the contacts for such covered de-
vices; and

(3) provides training, as part of the train-
ing on suicide awareness and prevention con-
ducted throughout the Department of De-
fense, on the preventative resources de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2).

(b) DURATION.—The Secretary of Defense
shall carry out the pilot program under this
section for a two-year period.

(c) SCOPE.—The Secretary of Defense shall
determine the appropriate scope of individ-
uals participating in the pilot program under
this section to best represent each Armed
Force and to ensure a relevant sample size.

(d) IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER RESOURCES.—
In carrying out the pilot program under this
section, the Secretary of Defense shall co-
ordinate with the Director of the Defense
Health Agency and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to identify other useful tech-
nology-related resources for use in the pilot
program.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the pilot program under
this section terminates, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report on the pilot
program, including recommendations by the
Secretary relating to expanding the scope of
future pilot programs to include members of
the Armed Forces who do not possess cov-
ered devices.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered device’’ means a
smart device (including a mobile phone) that
is issued to an individual by the Secretary of
Defense or the Secretary of an Armed Force.

(2) The term ‘‘Veterans Crisis Line’’ means
the toll-free hotline for veterans established
under section 1720F(h) of title 38, United
States Code.

AMENDMENT NO. 172 OFFERED BY MR. KEAN OF
NEW JERSEY

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . FUNDING FOR SOFTWARE-DEFINED
AND AI-POWERED COUNTER UN-

MANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS.
(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the

amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Army, as speci-
fied in the corresponding funding table in
section 4201, for Landmine Warfare/Barrier—
Eng Dev (PE 0604808A), line 122, is hereby in-
creased by $10,000,000 for software-defined
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and AlI-powered counter unmanned aerial

systems.

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 301 for operation and maintenance,
Defense-wide, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, for
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, line
480, is hereby reduced by $10,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 173 OFFERED BY MS. KING-

HINDS OF NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

At the end of subtitle B of title III, insert
the following:

SEC. 3 . GEOTHERMAL RESOURCE CONFIRMA-
TION FOR SAIPAN UNDER ENERGY
RESILIENCE AND CONSERVATION
INVESTMENT PROGRAM.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—As part of the
Energy Resilience and Conservation Invest-
ment Program, the Secretary of Defense
shall conduct an assessment of the viability
of geothermal resources through drilling and
other means on the island of Saipan in the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, for the purposes of improving the en-
ergy security of Department of Defense fa-
cilities and operations. Such assessment
shall include each of the following:

(1) The collection and analysis of geo-
physical, geochemical, and subsurface data
relevant to geothermal resource viability.

(2) Field investigations, including geo-
physical surveys and test well drilling, to
confirm the capacity of geothermal re-
sources.

(3) An evaluation of the potential of geo-
thermal resources to support resilient power
for Department of Defense activities on
Saipan, as well on Tinian via undersea cable.

(b) EXECUTION; COORDINATION.—In carrying
out the assessment under subsection (a), the
Secretary—

(1) may act through the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Energy, Installations
and Environment, the United States Army
Corps of Engineers, or such other component
of the Department of Defense as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate; and

(2) shall coordinate, as appropriate, with
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary
of Energy, the Commonwealth Utilities Cor-
poration, and the Government of the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(¢) REPORT.—Upon the completion of the
assessment required under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
as on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report on the
findings of the assessment, including a deter-
mination regarding the viability of geo-
thermal resources and recommended next
steps.

AMENDMENT NO. 174 OFFERED BY MS. KING-

HINDS OF NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Add at the end of subtitle A of title XVII
the following;

SEC. 17 . INTERNAL BASE HARDENING ASSESS-
MENTS AND LOGISTICS-NODE
THREAT MITIGATION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED INSTALLATION.—The term
‘“‘covered installation” means a military in-
stallation, as defined in section 2801 of title
10, United States Code, that the Secretary of
Defense designates as having significant lo-
gistics, port, intermodal, or contractor-oper-
ated interfaces with commercial transpor-
tation, warehousing, or supply chain infra-
structure.

(2) COVERED LOGISTICS NODE.—The term
‘“‘covered logistics node’”” means any of the
following that is located on, adjacent to, or
used in support of operations at a covered in-
stallation:

(A) A strategic seaport, as defined in sec-
tion 54301(a)(12)(E) of title 46, United States
Code.
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(B) A defense access road, as described in
section 210 of title 23, United States Code.

(C) A node of the Defense Transportation
System, as that term is defined in Depart-
ment of Defense Directive 4500.09E and Joint
Publication 4-01.

(D) Any other logistics facility that the
Secretary of Defense designates as a covered
logistics node for purposes of this section.

(b) INTERNAL BASE HARDENING ASSESS-
MENTS.—

(1) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, and annually thereafter for a period not
to exceed three years, the Secretary of De-
fense shall conduct a comprehensive internal
base hardening assessment of each covered
installation.

(2) ScoPE.—Each assessment under para-
graph (1) shall examine vulnerabilities aris-
ing from—

(A) commercial shipping, drayage, and
trucking activity on, adjacent to, or in sup-
port of the covered installation;

(B) covered logistics nodes;

(C) contractor and vendor access to the
covered installation, including subcon-
tractor and vendor supply chains;

(D) the pre-positioning of materiel by for-
eign adversaries of the United States, hostile
state services, transnational organized crime
groups, or terrorist organizations on or adja-
cent to the covered installation; and

(E) opportunities for reconnaissance, sabo-
tage, or rapid attack from within or adjacent
to the perimeter of the covered installation.

(3) MITIGATION PLANS.—For each vulner-
ability identified in an assessment under
paragraph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall
develop and implement a risk-based mitiga-
tion plan that includes defined milestones,
timelines, and performance measures.

(4) REPORT.—

(A) In General—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for four years, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report de-
scribing—

(i) the assessments completed under para-
graph (2);

(ii) the mitigation plans developed, includ-
ing timelines, milestones, and performance
measures, and the status of implementation
of each plan; and

(iii) any additional authorities or resources
required.

(B) ForM.—Each report required under this
section shall be submitted in unclassified
form and may contain a classified annex.

(6) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE RE-
VIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of submission of the first re-
port described in paragraph (4), the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit a report to the congressional defense
committees reviewing the assessments and
mitigation plans required in paragraphs (1)
and (3) of this subsection.

(B) FORM.—This report may be submitted
in classified form.

AMENDMENT NO. 175 OFFERED BY MR. LAHOOD OF
ILLINOIS

Add at the end of subtitle B of title XVIII,

the following new section:

SEC. 18 . PROHIBITION ON ACQUISITION OF
CERTAIN SILICON CARBIDE-BASED
SEMICONDUCTORS MANUFACTURED
IN CHINA.

(a) RESTRICTIONS ON SILICON CARBIDE

WAFER SOURCING.—The Secretary of Defense
shall revise section 252.225 of the Department
of Defense Supplement to the Federal Acqui-
sition Regulation to prohibit the procure-
ment of semiconductors, other than commer-
cially available off-the-shelf items (as de-
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fined in section 104 of title 41, United States
Code), that are manufactured on silicon car-
bide wafers that are manufactured in the
Peoples Republic of China. Such revision
may provide the authority for the Secretary
to issue a waiver on a case-by-case basis.

(b) BRIEFING ON FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this section, the Secretary of
Defense and the Deputy Secretary of Defense
shall conduct a review, and provide to the
congressional defense committees a briefing
on the results of such a review, of domestic
manufacturers of silicon carbide wafers that
are critical to the Department of Defense
and that are facing challenges due to Chinese
exports of such wafers.

(¢) BRIEFING ON ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMON
FOUNDRIES.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this section, the
Secretary of Defense provide to the congres-
sional defense committees a briefing that
evaluates the merits of encouraging major
prime contractors in the defense industrial
base to consolidate silicon carbide semicon-
ductor design and fabrication operations in
common commercial foundries to encourage
economies of scale and quality improve-
ments.

(d) CONSULTATION WITH THE CHIPS PROGRAM
OFFICE.—The Secretary shall provide infor-
mation to the Secretary of Commerce and
other appropriate Federal agency heads on
the use of Research and Development
amounts to develop silicon carbide-related
manufacturing technology for manufac-
turing high-purity single crystal silicon car-
bide boules, ingots, and wafers at 300mm
scale for purposes of—

(1) developing next-generation high-volt-
age technology; and

(2) advancing state-of-the-art packaging
power modules.

(e) PoOLICY ON INTERAGENCY DELIBERA-
TIONS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of the enactment of this section, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall issue a policy for rec-
ommendations for interagency consideration
in deliberations on—

(1) encouraging allied and partner coun-
tries to ensure the silicon carbide substrate
supply chains of such countries for national
security systems and critical infrastructure
do not include Chinese-manufactured silicon
carbide wafers; and

(2) developing an integrated strategic plan
to apply trade enforcement actions to pre-
vent China from dominating the silicon car-
bide semiconductor manufacturing industry,
resulting in the dependency of the United
States on Chinese sources for silicon carbide
substrates, chips, and power modules.

AMENDMENT NO. 176 OFFERED BY MR.
LANGWORTHY OF NEW YORK

At the end of subtitle A of title VII, insert
the following new section:

SEC.7 . EDUCATION ON NEWBORN SCREENING
OPTIONS FOR TRICARE BENE-
FICIARIES.

(a) EDUCATION REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall ensure that covered
beneficiaries receiving prenatal care through
the military health system are provided edu-
cational information regarding newborn
screening.

(b) CONTENTS.—The educational informa-
tion provided under subsection (a) shall in-
clude—

(1) a description of newborn screening and
the purpose of such screening in identifying
certain congenital and genetic conditions in
infants;

(2) information regarding conditions rec-
ommended by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services for newborn screening in in-
fants;
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(3) notice that newborn screening panels
may vary depending on the State or location
in which an infant is born; and

(4) information describing options for dis-
cussing and obtaining supplemental newborn
screening for conditions recommended by
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
for newborn screening in infants that may
not be included in the applicable State new-
born screening panel.

(c) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the educational in-
formation described in subsection (a) is made
available to covered beneficiaries receiving
prenatal care through—

(1) military medical treatment facilities;
and

(2) TRICARE network providers furnishing
prenatal care.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this section, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a report
on the feasibility of ensuring that newborns
of covered beneficiaries receive screening for
all conditions recommended by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services for
newborn screening in infants, including con-
ditions not included in the applicable State
newborn screening panel. Such report shall
include—

(1) an assessment of the feasibility of pro-
viding such screening through military med-
ical treatment facilities and private sector
care under TRICARE;

(2) an estimate of the costs associated with
providing such screening;

(3) an assessment of the administrative and
logistical requirements associated with iden-
tifying gaps in State newborn screening pan-
els and providing supplemental screening;
and

(4) options for implementing such screen-
ing, including through reimbursement, con-
tracting, or other mechanisms.

(e) COVERED BENEFICIARY DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered beneficiary’ has
the meaning given the term in section 1072 of
title 10, United States Code.

AMENDMENT NO. 177 OFFERED BY MS. LEE OF

NEVADA

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . SUPPORT FOR EXPANDING EARLY
CHILD CARE OPTIONS FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND
THEIR FAMILIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
may—

(1) direct the Secretaries of the military
departments—

(A) to identify gaps between existing early
child care needs and available eligible child
care providers;

(B) to use resources of the Department of
Defense to support eligible child care pro-
viders in recruitment and retention of em-
ployees, including through professional de-
velopment and financial incentives for such
employees; and

(C) to seek to enter into an interagency
partnership with a Federal agency with the
ability to place national service participants
and volunteers trained in education services,
including senior volunteer programs, at mili-
tary child development centers in accord-
ance with applicable national service laws
and with all the benefits accorded to such
participants and volunteers; and

(2) provide training and resource subsidies
to eligible child care providers and networks
of such providers.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE CHILD CARE PROVIDER.—The
term ‘‘eligible child care provider’ has the
meaning given that term in section 658P of
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the Child Care and Development Block Grant
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858n).

(2) MILITARY CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER.—
The term ‘“‘military child development cen-
ter’” has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 1800 of title 10, United States Code.

AMENDMENT NO. 178 OFFERED BY MR. LEVIN OF
CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle B of title XXVIII,
add the following:

SEC. 28 . NOTIFICATION TO TENANTS OF COM-
PLAINT DATABASE.

Section 2894a(a) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new sentence: ‘“‘Upon entering into
or renewing a lease for a housing unit, the
landlord responsible for such unit shall pro-
vide a notice to the tenant of such unit of
the database established by this section.”

AMENDMENT NO. 179 OFFERED BY MR. LEVIN OF
CALIFORNIA
Page 1449, line 8, insert ‘“The first such re-
port shall include data on the extent to
which each Secretary of a military depart-
ment has met such minimum requirements
for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2026°.

AMENDMENT NO. 180 OFFERED BY MR. LICCARDO
OF CALIFORNIA

Add at the end of subtitle A of title XVI
the following new section:

SEC. 16 . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DISTRIB-
UTED COMMERCIAL RADAR SAT-
ELLITE CONSTELLATIONS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary of Defense should continue to support
the development, integration, and oper-
ational use of distributed commercial radar
satellite constellations, including Maritime
Moving Target Indicator and Airborne Mov-
ing Target Indicator capabilities, while fos-
tering robust competition among small busi-
ness commercial providers to ensure innova-
tion, cost-effective capability delivery, in-
dustrial base diversity, and resilient support
to national security space systems and the
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance requirements of the combatant com-
mands.

AMENDMENT NO. 181 OFFERED BY MR. LUCAS OF
OKLAHOMA

At the end of subtitle E of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC.1 . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON FIELDING OF
COMBAT COLLABORATIVE  AIR-
CRAFT CAPABILITIES TO SUPPORT
WARFIGHTERS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary of Defense should take such steps as
may be necessary to prioritize funding for
the procurement of combat collaborative air-
craft to ensure there is a minimal viable
fielded and operational combat collaborative
aircraft capability by the end of fiscal year
2028 to meet operational requirements of
combatant commanders.

AMENDMENT NO. 182 OFFERED BY MRS. LUNA OF
FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . PLAN FOR DOMAIN AWARENESS AT
THE SOUTHERN LAND BORDER.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMMON OPERATING PICTURE.—The term
‘‘common operating picture’” means an inte-
grated, interoperable, near-real-time
geospatial and temporal display and reposi-
tory of multi-source sensor, analytic, and
operational data and intelligence designed to
improve situational awareness,
deconfliction, and coordinated response
among participating agencies.

(2) DOMAIN AWARENESS.—The term ‘‘domain
awareness’”’ means the aggregate under-
standing of activities, actors, and conditions
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across the air, land, maritime, cyber, and
space domains relevant to border security.

(3) SOUTHERN LAND BORDER.—The term
‘“‘southern land border’’ means the land bor-
der of the United States adjacent to Mexico.

(b) PLAN REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall develop and
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a plan for the Department of Defense to
contribute to a common operating picture to
improve domain awareness at the southern
land border.

(2) COMMUNICATION.—Not later than 60 days
after developing the plan required by para-
graph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall
transmit the plan to such interagency part-
ners as the Secretary considers appropriate.

(3) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of the proposed architec-
ture, data sources (including Department of
Defense and non-Department of Defense sen-
sors), technical standards for interoper-
ability, and cybersecurity and data protec-
tion measures for the common operating pic-
ture described in such paragraph.

(B) A description of the procedures and au-
thorities for data sharing.

(C) A concept of operations describing how
a common operating picture would support
operational coordination, deconfliction, and
information sharing among Federal, State,
Tribal, local, and authorized international

partners.
(D) A phased implementation schedule
with milestones and timelines for

operationalizing the common operating pic-
ture at the southern land border, including
benchmarks for capability deployment and
full operational capability.

(E) An identification of resource require-
ments, estimated costs, and funding sources,
and a plan for inclusion of requirements for
the common operating picture in the annual
budget justification materials of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(F) Plans for training, sustainment, and
technical support for users across partici-
pating agencies.

(G) Metrics and procedures for—

(i) assessing effectiveness; and

(ii) periodic review and continuous im-
provement.

(4) FOrRM.—The plan required by paragraph
(1) shall be submitted in unclassified form,
but may contain a classified annex as nec-
essary.

AMENDMENT NO. 183 OFFERED BY MR. LUTTRELL
OF TEXAS

Page 1185, strike line 8 through line 5 on
page 1187, and insert the following:

(C) in subsection (c)(1)(D), by inserting *,
including if such capability and process em-
ploys artificial intelligence’’ before the semi-
colon; and
AMENDMENT NO. 184 OFFERED BY MR. LUTTRELL

OF TEXAS

Add at the end of subtitle C of title VII the
following new section:

SEC. 7 . EXTENSION OF STUDY ON TREATMENT
OF CERTAIN CONDITIONS USING
CERTAIN PSYCHEDELIC SUB-
STANCES.

Section 723 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31; 10 U.S.C. 1074 note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘three
years’ and inserting ‘‘nine years’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘“(e) PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall seek to extend the performance
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of research conducted using funding awarded

under this section to September 30, 2033.”".

AMENDMENT NO. 185 OFFERED BY MR. LYNCH OF

MASSACHUSETTS

At the end of subtitle D of title XVIII, add
the following:

SEC. 18 . REPORT ON BARRIERS FOR SMALL
AND MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES
COMPETING FOR CLASSIFIED CON-
TRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
on barriers to entry for small and medium-
sized businesses seeking to compete for clas-
sified contracts with the Department of De-
fense.

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—Such report
shall include the following:

(1) An examination of any barriers that im-
pede the ability of such businesses to obtain
and maintain the security clearances and ac-
cess to networks necessary to compete for
classified contracts that require such clear-
ances.

(2) An examination of any other barriers
that impede the ability of such businesses
that are qualified and have subject-matter
expertise to compete for classified contracts
with the Department of Defense.

(3) Recommendations for how to lower
such barriers to entry and better allow such
businesses to compete for such contracts.

AMENDMENT NO. 186 OFFERED BY MR.
MAGAZINER OF RHODE ISLAND

At the end of subtitle B of title XVII, in-

sert the following:

SEC. 17 . SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States reaffirms its unwavering commitment
to the AUKUS partnership with Australia
and the United Kingdom as vital to main-
taining a safe and secure world. Congress
supports robust investment in the United
States submarine industrial base to promote
the AUKUS partnership, including through
expanded workforce training, shipyard mod-
ernization, and supply chain development.

AMENDMENT NO. 187 OFFERED BY MR. MANNION
OF NEW YORK

At the end of subtitle E of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . REPORT ON PLANNED INVESTMENT
IN ADVANCED SENSOR AND ELEC-
TRONIC WARFARE SYSTEMS SPE-
CIFIC TO COLLABORATIVE COMBAT
AIRCRAFT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Air Force shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the
planned investment in advanced sensor and
electronic warfare systems specific to col-
laborative combat aircraft. Such shall in-
clude Air Force Plans for development and
integration of foundational sensing, elec-
tronic warfare, and autonomy-enabling pay-
loads for the collaborative combat aircraft
with an emphasis on the following:

(1) Cost-Effective Scalability, with a focus
on commercial off-the-shelf, multi-function
technologies.

(2) Operational readiness and survivability.

(3) Strategic advantage and supply chain
security, specifically regarding domestic en-
gineering and production capabilities.

AMENDMENT NO. 188 OFFERED BY MR. MAST OF

FLORIDA

Page 430, strikes lines 12 through 15 and in-
sert the following:

(A) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘“and in
subsection (f)’’; and

(ii) by striking paragraph (6);

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(B) in subsection (d)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (g)” each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘subsections (b) and (f)”’;

(ii) in paragraph(2), by striking ‘sub-
section (b)(3), subsection (f), and the second
sentence of subsection (g)” and inserting
‘‘subsection (b)(3)"’;

(C) by striking subsection (f);

(D) by redesignating subsections (g) and (h)
as subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and

(E) in subsection (f) (as so redesignated),
by striking the second sentence.

AMENDMENT NO. 189 OFFERED BY MR. MAST OF

FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle F of title VI, add the
following new section:

SEC. 6 . INDEPENDENT STUDY ON MILITARY
PERSONNEL TEMPO, WORKLOAD,
AND COMPENSATION IN COMPARI-
SON TO CIVILIANS WITH SIMILAR
DUTIES.

(a) INDEPENDENT STUDY.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall seek to
enter into an agreement with a federally
funded research and development center with
expertise in matters relating to military and
civilian personnel responsibilities and com-
pensation to conduct a study on military
personnel tempo, workload demands, and
compensation in comparison to civilian
counterparts in comparable professions.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of average weekly and
annual work hours performed by members of
the Armed Forces, and civilians if available,
in all military career fields, including those
with operational, administrative, training,
and deployment-related duties.

(2) A comparative analysis of work hours,
personnel tempo, and workload demands, if
available, between military personnel and ci-
vilians in comparable professions, including
professions relating to aviation, explosive
ordnance disposal, medical, diving, cyber,
nuclear, law enforcement, special operations
forces communities, and technical special-
ties.

(3) An assessment of the effects of deploy-
ment cycles, training rotations, field exer-
cises, shipboard operations, alert require-
ments, shift work, and other operational de-
mands on total military workload.

(4) An assessment of the cumulative time
burden associated with military accession
training, professional military education,
qualification requirements, readiness train-
ing, and advanced specialty training pipe-
lines.

(5) An assessment of workload and per-
sonnel tempo within specialized military
communities, including aviation, explosive
ordnance disposal, medical, diving, cyber,
nuclear, law enforcement, special operations
forces communities, and technical special-
ties.

(6) An assessment of the impact of mili-
tary-specific obligations on members of the
Armed Forces and military families, includ-
ing permanent change of station require-
ments, family separation, deployment fre-
quency, irregular work schedules, and fitness
and training requirements.

(7)Y A comparative analysis of military
compensation relative to civilian compensa-
tion when accounting for cumulative work-
load demands and military-specific service
obligations.

(8) Identification of any limitations associ-
ated with direct comparisons between mili-
tary and civilian professions, including rec-
ommendations for appropriate methodolo-
gies, assumptions, and future data collection
efforts.

(9) Recommendations, if any, for improv-
ing the measurement and tracking of per-
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sonnel tempo, workload, and workforce use
by the Department of Defense.

(¢) REPORTS.—

(1) SUBMISSION TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—
The agreement entered into in accordance
with subsection (a) shall include a require-
ment that—

(A) not later than 2 years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the federally
funded research and development center that
is party to the agreement shall submit to the
Secretary of Defense a report containing the
results study conducted under subsection (a);
and

(B) not less than every 180 days until the
final report required by subparagraph (A) is
submitted, such federally funded research
and development center shall provide to the
Secretary of Defense and the congressional
defense committees an interim report on the
progress and results of such study.

(2) SUBMISSION OF FINAL REPORT TO CON-
GRESS.—Not later than 30 days after the date
on which the Secretary of Defense receives
the report required under paragraph (1)(A),
the Secretary shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a copy of the re-
port and any comments of the Secretary
with respect to the report.

(d) FORM.—The reports required under sub-
section (c) shall be submitted in unclassified
form.

(e) PERSONNEL TEMPO DEFINED.—In this
Act, the term ‘‘personnel tempo’’ means the
amount of time a member of the Armed
Forces is engaged in official duties at a loca-
tion or under circumstances that make it in-
feasible for such member to spend off-duty
time in the housing in which the member re-
sides.

AMENDMENT NO. 190 OFFERED BY MR. MCCAUL

OF TEXAS

In section 221(e)—

(1) in paragraph (2), strike ‘‘and” at the
end;

(2) in paragraph (3), strike the period at
the end and insert *‘; and’’; and

(3) add at the end the following:

(4) specific statutory changes necessary to
allow for rapid development, testing, and
operational evaluation of unmanned systems
and counter-unmanned system platforms
within the designated corridors, including
draft legislative text necessary to expedite
development for such systems.

AMENDMENT NO. 191 OFFERED BY MS. MCDONALD
RIVET OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle C of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . EXPANSION OF PERSONALIZED FINAN-
CIAL AND HOUSING COUNSELING
FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 992 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) and
(E) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respec-
tively; and

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following new subparagraph:

‘(D) practices relating to financial man-
agement, home buying and selling, renting
during changing permanent station, rental
planning, home loans available through the
programs of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and other financial services that are
routinely offered to private sector home
loans;”’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (d) through
(f) as subsections (e) through (g), respec-
tively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(d) INDIVIDUALIZED FINANCIAL AND HOUS-
ING COUNSELING.—(1) Not later than one year
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after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary of Defense shall estab-
lish a program in accordance with this sec-
tion and Department of Defense Instruction
1322.34, or any successor guidance, to provide
one-on-one counseling tailored to the needs
of each member of the armed forces on the
following topics:

““(A) Credit management.

‘(B) Budgeting.

‘(C) Anti-predatory lending practices.

‘(D) Changes of permanent station and
rental planning.

‘“‘(E) Home loans available through the pro-
grams of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

“(F) Protections under the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C.
3901 et seq.) and section 987 of this title.

‘(2) For the purposes of carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall seek to enter
an agreement with a counseling service orga-
nization that—

‘“‘(A) is a HUD-approved counseling agency
(as defined in section 106(h) of the House and
Urban Development Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C.
1701x(h)));

‘“(B) is organized as a tax-exempt entity
under section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, defined by the Internal
Revenue Service as a Veteran Service Orga-
nization serving the military-connected
community;

“(C) has expertise in financial literacy,
housing stability, and home loan benefits for
veterans; and

‘(D) 1is capable of developing, admin-
istering, maintaining, and providing special-
ized training and certification for HUD-Cer-
tified Housing Counselors serving members
of the armed forces, veterans, and their fami-
lies.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of De-
fense may prescribe such regulations as are
necessary to carry out the amendments
made by subsection (a).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date on which the services required
under subsection (d) of section section 992 of
title 10, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), are established, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report on the implemen-
tation of such services, including—

(1) the number of members of the Armed
Forces who received counseling for housing
stability, home loan benefits for veterans, or
rental planning;

(2) the rate of completion of the counseling
services offered under the pilot program; and

(3) indicators of financial stress and hous-
ing instability for members of the Armed
Forces participating in the pilot program
and any metrics for mitigating risks to the
members participating.

AMENDMENT NO. 192 OFFERED BY MR. MCDOWELL
OF NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of subtitle A of title XVII, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 17 . TAIWAN-FIVE EYES CYBER DEFENSE
COOPERATION INITIATIVE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Secretary of Defense, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of State and the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, should pur-
sue expanded cooperation between Taiwan
and the Five Eyes partners on cyber defense;
and

(2) such cooperation should include bilat-
eral and multilateral training exercises, law
enforcement training, and the negotiation of
memoranda of understanding to expand joint
cyber-defense exercises.

(b) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
with the Secretary of State and the Director
of National Intelligence, shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a
strategy to support the cyber defense of Tai-
wan through coordination with the Five
Eyes partners. The strategy shall include the
following:

(A) A framework for facilitating, where ap-
propriate and to the extent consistent with
United States law and policy, bilateral and
multilateral cyber-defense training exercises
involving Taiwan and one or more Five Eyes
partners, including through the use of the
authority provided in section 5503(b) of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (22 U.S,C,
3353(b)).

(B) A plan to support law enforcement
training programs for Taiwan focused on
cyber-enabled threats, including those tar-
geting critical infrastructure, financial sys-
tems, and electoral processes.

(C) Identification of opportunities to en-
courage the negotiation of memoranda of un-
derstanding among Taiwan and Five Eyes
partners to expand joint cyber-defense exer-
cises, threat-information sharing, and per-
sonnel exchanges.

(D) An assessment of lessons learned from
Indo-Pacific partners, and recommendations
on how applicable practices could be adapted
to support Taiwan.

(E) A description of resources, authorities,
and personnel required to implement the
strategy, including any additional authori-
ties the Secretary of Defense determines
necessary.

(2) ForRM.—The strategy described in para-
graph (1) shall be transmitted in an unclassi-
fied form and may contain a classified
annex.

(¢) PILOT EXERCISE PROGRAM.—Pursuant to
section 5503(b) of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (22 U.S.C. 3353(b)), the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Defense may
carry out a pilot program to conduct multi-
lateral cyber-defense exercises that include
the participation of Taiwan and one or more
Five Eyes partners.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for a period not to exceed 5
years, the Secretary of Defense shall provide
to the appropriate congressional committees
a briefing on—

(1) the implementation of the strategy re-
quired under subsection (b);

(2) the exercises carried out under the pilot
program under subsection (c); and

(3) any impediments to expanded cyber-de-
fense cooperation among Taiwan and the
Five Eyes partners.

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committees on Armed Services,
Foreign Relations, and Intelligence of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committees on Armed Services,
Foreign Affairs, and the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence of the House of
Representatives.

AMENDMENT NO. 193 OFFERED BY MR. MCDOWELL
OF NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of subtitle B of title XVII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 17 . ANNUAL REPORT ON MILITARY
POWER AND ILLICIT ACTIVITIES OF
CERTAIN DRUG CARTELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter until the date specified
in subsection (f), the Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Secretary of State,
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the Director of National Intelligence, and
the Attorney General, shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the military power and illicit activi-
ties of the cartels specified in subsection (b).
Each such report shall include each of the
following:

(1) A detailed assessment of the organiza-
tional structure, leadership hierarchy, and
key operational figures of each cartel, in-
cluding, with respect to any individuals af-
filiated with the cartel, the roles of such in-
dividuals in conducting military and para-
military activities.

(2) An evaluation of the military and para-
military capabilities of each cartel, includ-
ing the size, structure, and sophistication of
the armed forces or militias of the cartel, in-
cluding—

(A) a description of the types and quan-
tities of weapons, equipment, and technology
(including drones, encrypted communica-
tions, and advanced surveillance systems)
used by the cartel; and

(B) an assessment of the recruitment,
training, and operational tactics of the car-
tel, including an identification of any cross-
border operations and coordination with
other criminal or terrorist organizations.

(3) A description of the geographic areas,
both within the United States and inter-
nationally, where the cartels operate or
exert control of territory or influence, in-
cluding the control of such cartels over bor-
der regions and smuggling routes.

(4) An assessment of the direct and indirect
threats posed by the cartels to the national
security of the United States and its allies.

(5) An assessment of efforts to address the
threats posed by the military power of car-
tels by the governments of countries identi-
fied as major drug transit or major illicit
drug producing countries pursuant to section
706(1) of the Foreign Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228).

(6) A summary of current efforts by the
Armed Forces, law enforcement, and intel-
ligence community of the United States to
counter the activities of the cartels, includ-
ing interagency coordination and coopera-
tion with foreign governments.

(7) Recommendations for additional au-
thorities, resources, or strategies to enhance
the efforts of the United States to disrupt
and dismantle the military capabilities of
the cartels.

(b) SPECIFIED CARTELS.—A cartel specified
in this subsection is any organization or en-
tity that is engaged in the production or
trafficking of narcotics and that—

(1) the Secretary of State has designated as
a foreign terrorist organization pursuant to
section 219 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189);

(2) is subject to sanctions under Executive
Order 13224 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note, relating to
blocking property and prohibiting trans-
actions with persons who commit, threaten
to commit, or support terrorism);

(3) is subject to sanctions under Executive
Order 14059 (relating to imposing sanctions
on foreign persons involved in the global il-
licit drug trade); or

(4) is determined to be a transnational
criminal organization pursuant to the
Fentanyl Eradication and Narcotics Deter-
rence Act (division E of Public Law 118-50; 21
U.S.C. 2341 note).

(c) FOrRM OF REPORT.—The report required
under subsection (a) shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex.

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The unclassified
portion of the report required under sub-
section (a) shall be made publicly available
on a website of the Department of Defense.

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
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‘“‘appropriate
means—

(1) the congressional defense committees;

(2) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees;

(3) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and the Committee on the Judiciary
of the House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation, the Committee on For-
eign Relations, and the Committee on the
Judiciary of the Senate.

(f) DATE SPECIFIED.—The date specified in
this subsection is December 31, 2030.

AMENDMENT NO. 194 OFFERED BY MS. MEJIA OF
NEW JERSEY

At the end of subtitle C of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . REPORT ON GUN-LAUNCHED ELEC-
TROMAGNETIC OBSCURATION CAPA-
BILITIES FOR NAVAL SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2027, the Secretary of the Navy, in coordina-
tion with the Chief of Naval Research and
the Commander of the Naval Surface and Un-
dersea Warfare Centers, shall submit to the
Committee on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives a report on the feasibility
and operational utility of integrating elec-
tromagnetic obscurant payloads into exist-
ing 5-inch naval cargo rounds.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report under
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the feasibility of inte-
grating radiofrequency chaff or other elec-
tromagnetic obscurant payloads into exist-
ing b-inch naval cargo rounds and Mk 45
naval gun systems.

(2) An assessment of the operational util-
ity of gun-launched electromagnetic obscu-
ration capabilities for degrading adversary
radar tracking, targeting, and sensor fusion
in contested maritime environments.

(3) A description of ongoing or planned
prototyping, testing, or live-fire demonstra-
tion activities related to ship-launched elec-
tromagnetic countermeasure payload deliv-
ery.

(4) An assessment of integration consider-
ations, including shipboard storage, han-
dling, payload dispersion, range, and compat-
ibility with existing naval gun systems.

(5) An assessment of opportunities to lever-
age existing cargo munition technologies, in-
frastructure, or cross-service technical ex-
pertise relevant to electromagnetic payload
delivery.

(c) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 195 OFFERED BY MR. MEUSER

OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle I of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
AWARD OF MEDAL OF HONOR TO
ROBERT J. GRAHAM FOR ACTS OF
VALOR.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Secretary of Defense should review
the acts of valor of Robert J. Graham as a
Captain in the Air Force on May 1, 1966, to
determine whether to recommend to the
President to award Robert J. Graham the
Medal of Honor for such acts of valor; and

(2) subject to the enactment of legislation
to waive the time limitations in section 9274
of title 10, United States Code, the President
should award the Medal of Honor to Robert
J. Graham for such acts of valor if the Sec-
retary so recommends.

AMENDMENT NO. 196 OFFERED BY MRS. MILLER-
MEEKS OF IOWA

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following new section:

congressional committees”

sub-
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SEC. 1 . REPORT ON PRODUCTION OF 155MM

ARTILLERY AMMUNITION.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Army shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report that includes—

(1) an explanation of the status of efforts
to produce 156mm artillery ammunition for
the Department of Defense; and

(2) recommendations, if any, for accel-
erating the production of such ammunition
to support the Army’s minimum production
goal of 100,000 rounds per month for each
type of 156mm artillery round.

AMENDMENT NO. 197 OFFERED BY MRS. MILLER-
MEEKS OF IOWA

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC. 1 . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DOMESTIC
PRODUCTION OF ARTILLERY PRO-
JECTILES.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) maintaining robust domestic produc-
tion of M795 15656mm artillery projectiles is
critical to ensuring the operational effec-
tiveness of the Army; and

(2) the Secretary of Defense should take
such steps as may be necessary to ensure
that the United States has sufficient stock-
piles of such projectiles to protect the inter-
ests of the United States and its allies and
partners throughout the world.

AMENDMENT NO. 198 OFFERED BY MRS. MILLER-
MEEKS OF IOWA

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL CHILD CARE
DEVELOPMENT CENTER.

It is the sense of Congress that the Depart-
ment of Army should prioritize the Rock Is-
land Arsenal Defense Alliance request for the
Rock Island Arsenal Child Care Development
Center to support the readiness of the work-
force.

AMENDMENT NO. 199 OFFERED BY MRS. MILLER-
MEEKS OF IOWA

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following new section:

SEC. 3 . STUDY ON ENERGY FUEL SOURCE
CONVERSION AT THE IOWA ARMY
AMMUNITION PLANT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of the Army shall, using
funds otherwise made available to the Army,
conduct a study to assess the feasibility and
cost-effectiveness of converting the energy
fuel source at the Iowa Army Ammunition
Plant from propane to natural gas.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) A determination of the current annual
propane consumption at the Iowa Army Am-
munition Plant, including consumption by
use category and seasonal variation.

(2) An estimate of the equivalent annual
natural gas demand required to meet the en-
ergy needs of the plant.

(3) An analysis of the projected costs and
savings associated with converting from pro-
pane to natural gas, including any capital
costs for the conversion of plant infrastruc-
ture.

(4) An assessment of the energy reliability
and resilience implications of such a conver-
sion.

(5) An evaluation of the availability of nat-
ural gas supply to the plant, including any
infrastructure, such as pipeline access, that
would be required to deliver natural gas to
the facility.

(c) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 30 days
after the completion of the study under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of the Army shall
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submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report containing the findings
of such study.

AMENDMENT NO. 200 OFFERED BY MR. MIN OF

CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . STRATEGY AND REPORT ON STOR-
AGE, SUSTAINMENT, AND DEPLOY-
MENT OF COLLABORATIVE COMBAT
AIRCRAFT.

(a) STRATEGY AND REPORT REQUIRED.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air
Force, in consultation with the Commander
of United States Transportation Command,
shall—

(1) develop a comprehensive strategy for
the storage, sustainment, deployment, and
operational support of CCA; and

(2) submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the strategy devel-
oped under paragraph (1).

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a)(2) shall include the following:

(1) A plan for the storage and sustainment
of CCA that addresses requirements associ-
ated with Agile Combat Employment and
Agile Combat Deployment operational con-
cepts of the Department of the Air Force.

(2) An assessment of—

(A) the extent to which CCA are capable of
deployment alongside crewed fighter aircraft
traveling from within the continental United
States to forward theaters of operation
under contested logistics conditions; and

(B) the mobility feasibility of deploying
CCA in the manner described in subpara-
graph (A).

(3) A description of methods used to store
CCA as of the date of the submission of the
report, disaggregated by location type, in-
cluding—

(A) depots located within the continental
United States;

(B) forward operating hubs; and

(C) dispersed austere sites.

(4) For each location specified in paragraph
(3), a summary of—

(A) environmental requirements;

(B) security requirements; and

(C) shelf-life considerations
with storing CCA at such location.

(56) A description of the forward support
footprint required for each CCA detachment,
including—

(A) personnel;

(B) tools;

(C) test equipment; and

(D) communications support requirements.

(6) A model addressing expected—

(A) attrition of CCA; and

(B) repair requirements for CCA.

(7) A summary of plans of the Department
of the Air Force for lifecycle sustainment of
CCA, including—

(A) locations at which major maintenance,
overhaul, and repair operations will be con-
ducted;

(B) plans for spare component pools; and

(C) expected turnaround times required to
prepare CCA for redeployment.

(8) A summary identifying which compo-
nents of CCA—

(A) may be repaired in the event such com-
ponent becomes inoperable; and

(B) must be replaced.

(9) For each component identified under
paragraph (8)(B), an estimated timeline for
replacement.

(10) A cost estimate for the sustainment of
CCA, including identification of—

(A) the average cost-per-flight-hour for
CCA operations;

(B) the average cost-per-mission involving
CCA; and

associated
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(C) the primary drivers of sustainment
costs.

(11) A summary of operational assumptions
derived from relevant war games involving
CCA, including identified operational gaps,
sustainment shortfalls, or risks.

(12) An assessment of requirements associ-
ated with deploying CCA at scale in oper-
ational theaters, including requirements re-
lating to—

(A) sealift;

(B) airlift;

(C) prepositioning;

(D) fuel;

(E) spare components; and

(F') maintenance manpower.

(13) An assessment of whether deployment
of CCA—

(A) improves overall utilization or capac-
ity of applicable ships, containers, or trans-
portation platforms;

(B) decreases demand for space on such
ships, containers, or transportation plat-
forms; and

(C) creates new logistical or sustainment
burdens within operational theaters.

(14) An assessment of—

(A) the marginal costs associated with
moving, storing, and sustaining CCA at
scale; and

(B) the primary factors inhibiting deploy-
ment of CCA in the Indo-Pacific region.

(15) Resource requirements and an imple-
mentation timeline for the strategy devel-
oped under subsection (a)(1), including budg-
et estimates, force structure assumptions,
and major milestones.

(c) FEDERALLY FUNDED RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT CENTER SUPPORT.—In carrying
out the strategy and report requirements
under this section, the Secretary of the Air
Force may leverage the support of one or
more federally funded research and develop-
ment centers with expertise in logistics,
force design, contested sustainment, autono-
mous systems, or defense mobility planning.

(d) FORM.—The report submitted pursuant
to subsection (a)(2) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified
annex.

(e) CCA DEFINED.—In this section, the term
“CCA” means autonomous, uncrewed col-
laborative combat aircraft of the Depart-
ment of the Air Force.

AMENDMENT NO. 201 OFFERED BY MR.
MOOLENAAR OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle D of title III, insert
the following new section:

SEC.3 . REPORT ON ACCELERATING MILITARY
POSTURE WITHIN AREA OF RESPON-
SIBILITY OF UNITED STATES INDO-
PACIFIC COMMAND.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Commander of
United States Indo-Pacific Command shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report on options to accelerate the
posture of the Armed Forces within the area
of responsibility of such Command. Such re-
port shall include the following:

(1) A comprehensive list of each planned or
underway initiative to establish or enhance
access by the Armed Forces to locations
within such area of responsibility, including
access to headquarters, military installa-
tions, prepositioned stocks, and forward op-
erating locations within such area.

(2) For each initiative listed pursuant to
paragraph (1)—

(A) an expected timeline for the comple-
tion of the initiative, including an identi-
fication of major milestones during the peri-
ods ending in 2030, 2035, and 2040, respec-
tively;

(B) a description of any opportunities to
accelerate such expected timeline;
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(C) an analysis of any financial, diplo-
matic, logistical, or other impediment to
such accelerated timeline;

(D) recommendations to overcoming any
such impediment, including an identification
of resources required; and

(E) an evaluation of the operational and
strategic benefits of such acceleration.

(3) A prioritized list of candidate initia-
tives, and corresponding locations, suitable
for the acceleration described in paragraph
(2), including an identification of any re-
sources or actions required for such accelera-
tion.

AMENDMENT NO. 202 OFFERED BY MR.
MOOLENAAR OF MICHIGAN

Add at the end of subtitle B of title XVII
the following new section:

SEC. . AMENDMENTS TO REQUIREMENTS FOR
RAILROAD FREIGHT CARS PLACED
INTO SERVICE IN THE UNITED
STATES AND TRANSPORTING DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE CARGO.

Section 20171 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (b)
through (12), as paragraphs (6) through (13),
respectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(5) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CARGO.—The
term ‘Department of Defense cargo’ means
the movement of goods by a rail carrier ar-
ranged for, by, or on behalf of any of the
armed forces, as defined in section 101 of
title 10.”;

(2) in subsection (b)(1) by striking ‘A rail-
road” and inserting ‘‘Expect as required in
subsection (d), a railroad’’;

(3) in subsection (¢)(3)(B) by striking ‘‘As-
sociation of American Railroad’s Umler sys-
tem” and inserting ‘‘Association of Amer-
ican Railroads’ Umler system’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(d) REQUIREMENTS FOR RAILROAD FREIGHT
CARS TRANSPORTING DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE CARGO.—For railroad freight cars
transporting Department of Defense cargo,
the requirements of subsection (b) shall
apply as follows:

‘(1) For the 1-year period beginning on the
date of enactment of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2027, a
railroad freight car produced during the 2-
year period immediately prior to such date
of enactment.

‘“(2) For the 1-year period beginning 1 year
after such date of enactment, a railroad
freight car produced during the 5-year period
immediately prior to such date of enact-
ment.

‘“(3) For the 1-year period beginning 2 years
after such date of enactment, a railroad
freight car produced during the 10-year pe-
riod immediately prior to such date of enact-
ment.

‘“(4) For the 1-year period beginning 3 years
after such date of enactment, a railroad
freight car produced during the 15-year pe-
riod immediately prior to such date of enact-
ment.

‘“(5) On and after the date that is 4 years
after such date of enactment, a railroad
freight car.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 203 OFFERED BY MR. MOORE OF
ALABAMA

At the end of subtitle A of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY
REPORTING.

Any project carried out by the Department
of Defense using other transaction authority
under section 4021 of title 10, United States
Code, shall be reported in the same manner
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as other Department of Defense expenditures
for inclusion in the searchable public website
established by the Federal Funding Account-
ability and Transparency Act of 2006 (31
U.S.C. 6101 note; Public Law 109-282).

AMENDMENT NO. 204 OFFERED BY MR. MOORE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

In title XV, subtitle B, add at the end the
following new section:

SEC. 15___. ARMY QUANTUM READINESS AND AD-
VANCED COMPUTING INITIATIVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the
Army shall establish an Army Quantum
Readiness and Advanced Computing Initia-
tive to prepare the Department of the Army
for the integration of quantum computing,
quantum-enabled technologies, and advanced
computing capabilities into future oper-
ational, intelligence, logistics, and com-
mand-and-control missions.

(b) OBJECTIVES.—The Initiative shall—

(1) identify Army operational applications
of quantum computing, quantum sensing,
quantum networking, and quantum-enabled
artificial intelligence;

(2) assess infrastructure requirements nec-
essary to support future quantum and ad-
vanced computing capabilities, including
power, cooling, networking, cybersecurity,
and secure facilities;

(3) evaluate acquisition pathways capable
of accelerating the transition of quantum
technologies from research and development
into operational use;

(4) identify opportunities to leverage part-
nerships among Army laboratories, academic
institutions, federally funded research and
development centers, and private industry;

(5) develop a workforce strategy to support
future Army quantum and advanced com-
puting requirements; and

(6) establish pilot projects to evaluate ad-
vanced computing infrastructure supporting
future quantum-enabled capabilities.

() QUANTUM READINESS DEMONSTRATION
ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary may establish
demonstration activities to evaluate—

(1) advanced computing architectures sup-
porting quantum technologies;

(2) quantum-enabled artificial intelligence
applications;

(3) post-quantum cybersecurity capabili-
ties;

(4) resilient and secure networking archi-
tectures; and

(5) infrastructure necessary to support fu-
ture Army quantum capabilities.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Army shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
describing—

(1) Army quantum readiness requirements;

(2) recommended infrastructure invest-
ments;

(3) workforce and educational require-
ments;

(4) recommended pilot and demonstration
activities; and

(5) legislative or acquisition authorities
necessary to accelerate Army quantum read-
iness.

AMENDMENT NO. 205 OFFERED BY MR. MOORE OF
UTAH

Add at the end of title XI of division A the
following:

SEC. 11 . CODIFICATION OF DIRECT HIRE AU-
THORITY FOR DOMESTIC DEFENSE
INDUSTRIAL BASE FACILITIES,
MAJOR RANGE AND TEST FACILI-
TIES BASE, AND OFFICE OF THE DI-
RECTOR OF OPERATIONAL TEST

AND EVALUATION.
(a) CODIFICATION.—Chapter 81 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new section:
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“§1599k. Direct hire authority for domestic
defense industrial base facilities, Major
Range and Test Facilities Base, and Office
of the Director of Operational Test and
Evaluation

‘‘(a) DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE FACILITY
AND MRTFB.—The Secretary of Defense may
appoint, without regard to the provisions of
subchapter I of chapter 33 of title 5, other
than sections 3303 and 3328 of such title,
qualified candidates to positions in the com-
petitive service at any defense industrial
base facility or the Major Range and Test
Facilities Base, including to Navy Super-
visor of Shipbuilding, Conversion, and Repair
positions.

“(b) OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF OPER-
ATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may, acting through the
Director of Operational Test and Evaluation,
appoint qualified candidates possessing an
advanced degree to scientific and engineer-
ing positions within the Office of the Direc-
tor of Operational Test and Evaluation with-
out regard to the provisions of subchapter I
of chapter 33 of title 5, other than sections
3303 and 3328 of such title.

‘(c) DEFINITION OF DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL
BASE FAcCILITY.—In this section, the term
‘defense industrial base facility’ means any
Department of Defense depot, arsenal, or
shipyard located within the United States
and includes supporting units of a facility at
an installation or base.’’;

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by adding at the end the following
new item:

¢“1599k. Direct hire authority for domestic
defense industrial base facili-
ties, Major Range and Test Fa-
cilities Base, and Office of the
Director of Operational Test
and Evaluation.”.

(c) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 1125 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2017 (10 U.S.C. 1580 note prec.) is
repealed.

AMENDMENT NO. 206 OFFERED BY MR. MOORE OF
UTAH

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . DESIGNATION OF LEAD AGENCY
SERVICE DELIVERY OFFICIAL FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) DESIGNATION OF LEAD AGENCY SERVICE
DELIVERY OFFICIAL.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall designate a senior official of the
Department of Defense to serve as the Lead
Agency Service Delivery Official for the De-
partment, in accordance with section 323(b)
of title 5, United States Code.

(b) DESIGNATION OF MILITARY DEPARTMENT
OFFICIALS.—The Secretary of Defense shall
require each Secretary of a military depart-
ment to designate a senior official respon-
sible for coordinating service delivery im-
provement activities within such military
department.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
the implementation of service delivery im-
provement activities by the Department.
Such report shall include—

(1) an identification of each official des-
ignated pursuant to subsection (b) or (¢), in-
cluding a description of the respective au-
thorities, responsibilities, and reporting re-
lationships of such officials;

(2) an assessment of the programs, bene-
fits, services, and functions of the Depart-
ment that may be appropriate for designa-
tion as a high impact service provider, as
such term is defined in section 321 of title 5,
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United States Code, including any such serv-
ices that directly affect members of the
Armed Forces and their families;

(3) a description of efforts to collect and in-
corporate feedback from recipients of bene-
fits and services of the Department;

(4) a description of performance measures
used to assess the accessibility, efficiency,
timeliness, and quality of the delivery of
such benefits and services;

(5) a description of standards established
for the collection, management, and report-
ing of such delivery performance informa-
tion across the Department; and

(6) any recommendations for additional au-
thorities or resources needed to improve the
delivery of benefits and services across the
Department.

AMENDMENT NO. 207 OFFERED BY MR. MORAN OF
TEXAS

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . LIMITATION ON PROVISION OF FUNDS
TO ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS HOSTING CONFUCIUS IN-
STITUTES AND CLASSROOMS.

(a) LIMITATION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2027 for
the Department of Defense may be provided
to an elementary school or secondary school
that hosts a Confucius Institute or Class-
room, other than amounts provided directly
to students as educational assistance.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘Confucius Institute or Class-
room’ means a cultural institute or edu-
cational partnership directly or indirectly
funded by the Government of the People’s
Republic of China.

(2) The terms ‘‘elementary school” and
‘“‘secondary school’” have the meanings given
those terms in section 8101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).

AMENDMENT NO. 208 OFFERED BY MS. MORRISON
OF MINNESOTA

At the end of subtitle B of title XVII, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 17 . REPORT ON AVERAGE RESPONSE
TIMES TO REQUESTS FOR DD-214S.

Not later than 180 days after enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense, in con-
sultation with the Archivist of the United
States, shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report that includes each
of the following:

(1) The average response time, over the
three-year period preceding the date of the
submission of the report, to provide a re-
placement Certificate of Release or Dis-
charge from Active Duty (DD Form 214) to a
veteran, next of kin, or other authorized rep-
resentative upon receipt of required docu-
mentation to grant such request.

(2) The average response time, over such
three-year period, to notify a veteran, next
of kin, or other authorized representative
who requests a Certificate of Release or Dis-
charge from Active Duty (DD Form 214) that
the request cannot be granted due to a lack
of required documentation.

AMENDMENT NO. 209 OFFERED BY MR. MULLIN OF
CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle E of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 _. REPORT ON FUNDING BARRIERS FOR
SUAS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Congress recog-
nizes there is unprecedented demand within
the Department of Defense for acquisition
and fielding of small unmanned aircraft sys-
tems (in this section referred to as ¢ SUAS”),
particularly for units slated for overseas de-
ployments.
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(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 31, 2027,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committee on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate a report that
includes—

(1) the reason or reasons for prohibiting
use of operation and maintenance fund for
the purchase of SUAS participating in a pro-
gram of record;

(2) any broader challenges to the procure-
ment of SUAS, including lack of authority or
funding sources within the Department; and

(3) a description of any legislative action
required to address this issue.

AMENDMENT NO. 210 OFFERED BY MR. NEGUSE OF
COLORADO

Add at the end of subtitle C of title VII the
following new section:

SEC. 7____. INCLUSION ON A WEBSITE OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE OF CER-
TAIN INFORMATION WITH RESPECT
TO A PATIENT BOOKING AN AP-
POINTMENT AT A MILIARY MEDICAL
TREATMENT FACILITY.

Section 1073b(b)(1) of title 10, United States
Code, as amended by section 737, is further
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’ and insert-
ing ““(A) The Secretary’’; and

(2) by striking ‘““Such data” and all that
follows and inserting the following new sub-
paragraph:

‘“(B) The data made available under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include the following:

‘(i) The core performance metrics adopted
by the Secretary under section 728 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328; 130 Stat. 2234).

‘‘(ii) The average number of days between
the date an individual books an appointment
at a military medical treatment facility and
the date of such appointment.

‘“(iii) The percentage of referrals of an in-
dividual to another health care facility that
are made not later than one business day
after the date on which such individual con-
tacted the military medical treatment facil-
ity.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 211 OFFERED BY MR. NEGUSE OF
COLORADO

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . COMPREHENSIVE SHARED DATABASE
FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall, in collaboration with Federal
laboratories, establish a comprehensive
shared database of research and technology
developed to help improve public and private
cooperation in order to benefit national se-
curity. Such database shall meet necessary
security standards, as determined by the
Secretary.

(b) FEDERAL LABORATORIES.—In estab-
lishing the database under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall collaborate with Federal
laboratories that focus on a variety of tech-
nologies, sectors, and needs within the na-
tional security sector.

AMENDMENT NO. 212 OFFERED BY MR. NEGUSE OF
COLORADO

Add at the end of subtitle C of title VII the

following new section:

SEC. . REPORT AND STANDARDS ON TIMELI-
NESS OF ELECTRONIC HEALTH
RECORDS DURING TRANSITION
FROM THE ARMED FORCES.
(a) REPORT.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
on the timeliness of providing members of
the Armed Forces who are separating from
active duty with a copy of the electronic
health records of the members.
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(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following, with respect
to the one-year period preceding the date of
the report:

(A) The average number of days following
separation from active duty for a member to
receive the electronic health records of the
member.

(B) The most number of days a member has
waited to receive such records.

(C) An explanation for delays in providing
members such records.

(b) STANDARDS.—Not later than 270 days
after the date on which the Secretary sub-
mits the report under subsection (a)(1), the
Secretary shall establish standards to ensure
that a member of the Armed Forces who is
separating from active duty receives the
electronic health records of the member
within a reasonable period.

(c) REASONABLE PERIOD DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘reasonable period”, with
respect to the standards established under
subsection (b), means a period that the Sec-
retary of Defense determines appropriate
after taking into account—

(1) the findings of the report under sub-
section (a)(1); and

(2) the views of members of the Armed
Forces who are separating from active duty,
veterans, and other individuals the Sec-
retary determines appropriate.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) and the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
SMITH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON).

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in support of Chairman HILL’S
amendment to extend the Defense Pro-
duction Act for an additional 5 years.

For decades, the Defense Production
Act has served as an important na-
tional security tool. It has continually
provided the flexibility to strengthen
our industrial base, respond to emer-
gencies, and ensure the United States
has resources it needs to meet national
security threats at home and abroad.

The Defense Production Act helps
keep our supply chains secure,
strengthens manufacturing in the
United States, and ensures that our
servicemembers have the support they
need to defend our Nation.

At a time when our adversaries are
investing heavily in new technologies
and strengthening their own industrial
and defense capabilities, we cannot af-
ford to fall behind.

Earlier this Congress, the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee unani-
mously advanced bipartisan legislation
to reauthorize and modernize the De-
fense Production Act. I was proud to
sponsor that legislation. This reflects a
shared understanding that a strong de-
fense industrial base is essential to
America’s national security and to our
economic resilience.

Congress has a responsibility to pro-
vide our servicemembers with the re-
sources and support they need to ac-
complish their mission safely and ef-
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fectively, and we must ensure there is
no gap in essential provisions.

While I am disappointed that this
House is not considering the full bipar-
tisan reauthorization of our standalone
bill, I do believe it is essential that we
provide certainty to our own economy,
to our defense industrial base, and to
the manufacturers and processors to
help keep America secure. This is what
a clean, 5-year extension achieves.

Mr. Chair, I urge all of our colleagues
to support this amendment.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I have no further speakers. At
this time I urge support of the en bloc
package, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I urge adoption of the en bloc package,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendments en bloc offered by
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS).

The en bloc amendments were agreed
to.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR.

ROGERS OF ALABAMA

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
pursuant to House Resolution 1438, 1
offer amendments en bloc.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 4 consisting
of amendment Nos. 213, 214, 215, 216, 217,
218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226,
227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234, 235,
236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 241, 242, 243, 244,
245, 246, 247, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 253,
254, 255, 256, 257, 258, 259, 260, 261, 262,
263, 264, and 265 printed in part A of
House Report 119-755, offered by Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama:

AMENDMENT NO. 213 OFFERED BY MR. NEHLS OF
TEXAS

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2. FUNDING FOR BLAST OVERPRESSURE

MITIGATION DEVICES FOR SMALL
AND MEDIUM CALIBER WEAPONS.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 4201 for Research, Develop-
ment, Test, and Evaluation, Defense-wide, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for Warrior Systems, line 305,
is hereby increased by $5,000,000 (with the
amount of such increase to be used for blast
overpressure mitigation devices for small
and medium caliber weapons).

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 4201 for Research, Development,
Test, and Evaluation, Army, as specified in
the corresponding funding table in section
4201, line 128 for Artillery Systems—EMD is
hereby reduced by $5,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 214 OFFERED BY MR. NEHLS OF
TEXAS

In title XV, subtitle A, add at the end the
following:
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. INTERIM DATA PROTECTION MEAS-
URES FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) DATA PROTECTION REVIEW.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall ensure that, not later
than 45 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, each portfolio acquisition execu-
tive initiates a narrow, expeditious review of
each program of record assigned to such ex-
ecutive to determine whether it is feasible
and practicable to incorporate into the pro-
gram of record cryptographic protection de-
scribed in subsection (b) in a manner that
does not require replacement, modification,
or augmentation of existing chips, cryp-
tographic cards, radios, hardware security
modules, or other physical components.

(b) CRYPTOGRAPHIC PROTECTION.—The cryp-
tographic protection described in this sub-
section is utility-based, software-only data
packet level cryptographic protection that—

(1) advances data protection for the pro-
gram of record toward the migration to post
quantum cryptography on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2030, as directed in the memorandum
of the Chief Information Officer dated No-
vember 18, 2025 (relating to ‘‘Preparing for
Migration to Post Quantum Cryptography’’);

(2) is, or is compatible with, a lattice-
based, symmetric, asymmetric, or hybrid ci-
pher capable of providing security strength
of or exceeding Advanced Encryption Stand-
ard with a 256-bit key (AES-256), including
post-quantum security key encapsulation at
greater than 1024-bit and digital signature
mechanisms and other parameters defined by
the Chief Information Officer;

(3) is capable of directly combining cryp-
tographic key material with access controls
and authorization constraints or policies
controlled by the Department of Defense, a
multi-factor key for user identity manage-
ment and device authentication through the
encryption process at the data or key level,
and can guarantee provenance between the
sender and the receiver of data;

(4) provides capability for variable sym-
metric encryption strengths of at least 512-
bit with minimal degradation of encryption
decryption speed; and

(5) provides full key custody and control to
the data owner within the Department of De-
fense, consistent key sovereignty, including
no requirement for key escrow, replication,
derivation, or retention of cryptographic
keys by third-party vendors.

(¢c) APPROVAL.—Software providing the
cryptographic protection described in sub-
section (b) shall be approved by the Chief In-
formation Officer of the Department of De-
fense before it is deployed in any program of
record.

(d) FUTURE PROGRAMS OF RECORD.—The
Secretary of Defense shall ensure that each
program of record established after the date
of the enactment of this Act incorporates
cryptographic protection described in sub-
section (b) from inception, to the extent it is
feasible and practicable to do so.

(e) POOLED IMPLEMENTATION.—The Chief
Information Officer is authorized to direct
pooled acquisitions of licenses for cryp-
tographic protection described in subsection
(b) for use by programs of record across one
or more programs in one or more military
departments or other elements of the De-
partment.

(f) VENDOR LOCK.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall ensure, in acquiring any cryp-
tographic protection described in subsection
(b), that the Department retains the legal
and technical capability to decrypt, access,
and migrate its encrypted data upon termi-
nation of the contract, without cost and
without extending the contract.

(g) MULTI-YEAR TERM.—A contract for
cryptographic protection described in sub-
section (b) may have a multi-year term if the
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contract contains a clause for the Depart-
ment of Defense to opt out of the contract
every two years.

(h) RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING GUIDANCE.—
The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that
this section is implemented in a manner that
is consistent with, and seeks to advance, the
zero-trust initiatives and classified network
protection requirements of the Department
of Defense.

AMENDMENT NO. 215 OFFERED BY MR. NEWHOUSE
OF WASHINGTON

Add at the end of subtitle B of title VIII,
the following new section:

SEC. 8. PROCUREMENT AND USE OF DOMES-
TIC SILICON ANODE MATERIALS.

(a) PROGRAMS FOR BATTERY CELLS AND
BATTERY SYSTEMS.—With respect to a pro-
gram to procure, test, or approve a battery
cell or battery system, the Secretary of De-
fense shall prioritize, to the extent feasible,
the use of silicon anode materials manufac-
tured in the United States or provided by do-
mestic suppliers in such programs if such
materials meet or enhance performance,
safety, or cost requirements as set forth by
the Department.

(b) PROCUREMENT OF BATTERY CELLS AND
BATTERY SYSTEMS.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, procure battery cells and battery
systems incorporating silicon anode mate-
rials manufactured in the United States or
provided by domestic suppliers using intel-
lectual property developed in the United
States.

(c) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall coordinate with the Director of
the Defense Logistics Agency and each Sec-
retary of a military department to take such
action as may be necessary to align procure-
ment policies, qualification standards, and
supply chain strategies for domestic produc-
tion of silicon anode materials technologies
and to reduce reliance on foreign-sourced sil-
icon anode materials for battery cells and
battery systems.

AMENDMENT NO. 216 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

At the end of subtitle D of title III, add the
following new section:

SEC. 3 . REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE BRIEF-
ING ON INSECT REPELLENT UNI-
FORM TREATMENTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Army shall provide a brief-
ing to the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate
regarding validated insect repellent avail-
able to the Army on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The briefing under para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(1) Ongoing evaluations to validate fabric
treatments to improve insect repellency for
combat uniforms.

(2) An analysis of fabric treatment and gar-
ment treatment performance results.

(3) Established research and development
programs to improve uniform insect
repellency.

AMENDMENT NO. 217 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In subtitle B of title XVII, add at the end
the following:

SEC. 17 PROHIBITION ON USE OF CCP-
LINKED FINANCIAL SERVICES PRO-
VIDERS ON DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE DEVICES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘control’” means beneficially
owning, either directly or through one or
more companies, more than 25 percent of the
voting securities of an entity.
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(2) The term ‘“CCP-linked financial serv-
ices provider’” means—

(A) a broker or dealer that is a member of
a national securities association and reg-
istered with the Securities and Exchange
Commission that is organized under the laws
of the People’s Republic of China, is con-
trolled by an entity organized under the laws
of the People’s Republic of China, or is con-
trolled by a national of the People’s Republic
of China who resides in the People’s Republic
of China;

(B) an investment adviser registered with
the Securities and Exchange Commission
under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940
that is organized under the laws of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, is controlled by an
entity organized under the laws of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, or is controlled by a
national of the People’s Republic of China
who resides in the People’s Republic of
China; or

(C) any other entity providing financial,
investment, or payment services that is or-
ganized under the laws of the People’s Re-
public of China, is controlled by an entity or-
ganized under the laws of the People’s Re-
public of China, or is controlled by a na-
tional of the People’s Republic of China who
resides in the People’s Republic of China.

(3) The term ‘‘Department of Defense de-
vice’”” means any computing device, mobile
device, or communications equipment issued
by the Department of Defense or any compo-
nent thereof.

(b) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in
subsection (c), no officer or employee of the
Department of Defense, member of the
Armed Forces, or contractor personnel oper-
ating a Department of Defense device may
download, install, or use any application,
platform, or software interface operated by a
CCP-linked financial services provider on
any Department of Defense device.

(c) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (b) shall not
apply to any use in connection with a law
enforcement investigation, intelligence ac-
tivity, national security operation, cyberse-
curity research activity, or enforcement or
supervisory action conducted in an official
capacity and authorized by the Secretary of
Defense or the Secretary’s designee.

AMENDMENT NO. 218 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF

IOWA

In title XVIII, subtitle A, add at the end
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . PROHIBITIONS RELATING TO COV-
ERED DISTRIBUTED LEDGER TECH-
NOLOGY AND BLOCKCHAIN EQUIP-
MENT OR SERVICES.

(a) PROHIBITION ON ACQUISITION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may not acquire, or enter
into, extend, or renew a contract or other
agreement for, any equipment, system, or
service that uses covered distributed ledger
technology and blockchain equipment or
services as—

(1) a substantial or essential component of
such equipment, system, or service; or

(2) critical technology as part of such
equipment, system, or service.

(b) PROHIBITION ON LOAN AND GRANT
FUNDS.—

(1) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of Defense
may not obligate or expend loan or grant
funds to acquire, or to enter into, extend, or
renew a contract or other agreement for, any
equipment, system, or service described in
subsection (a).

(2) PRIORITIZATION.—In implementing the
prohibition under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of Defense, in administering a loan,
grant, or subsidy program, shall prioritize
available funding and technical support to
assist affected entities as is reasonably nec-
essary for those affected entities to cease use
of covered distributed ledger technology and
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blockchain equipment or services, to acquire
replacement equipment and services, and to
ensure that communications service to users
and customers is sustained.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subsection (a) or (b) shall be construed to—

(1) prohibit the Secretary of Defense from
acquiring from an entity, or entering into,
extending, or renewing a contract or other
agreement with an entity for, a service that
connects to the facilities of a third party,
such as blockchain protocols or interconnec-
tion arrangements; or

(2) apply to wireless telecommunications
equipment or third-party validators that
cannot route or redirect user data traffic or
permit visibility into any user data or pack-
ets that such equipment transmits or other-
wise handles.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The prohibitions
under subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect on the date that is two years after the
date of the enactment of this section.

(e) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), beginning on the effective
date under subsection (d), the Secretary of
Defense may, upon request of an entity,
issue a waiver of the requirements under
subsection (a) with respect to such entity for
a period of not more than two years.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of De-
fense may only provide a waiver under this
subsection if the entity seeking the waiver—

(A) provides a compelling justification for
the additional time to implement the re-
quirements of this section; and

(B) submits to the Secretary of Defense,
who shall not later than 30 days thereafter
submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives, a full and complete description
of the presence of covered distributed ledger
technology and blockchain equipment or
services in the entity’s supply chain and a
phase-out plan to eliminate such covered dis-
tributed ledger technology and blockchain
equipment or services.

(3) ELEMENTS OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY.—Beginning on the effective date under
subsection (d), a head of an element of the
intelligence community may waive the re-
quirements under subsection (a) if such head
determines the waiver is in the national se-
curity interests of the United States.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) The term ‘‘covered distributed ledger
technology and blockchain equipment or
services” means distributed ledger tech-
nology and blockchain equipment or services
of or originating from a foreign adversary,
including any of the following companies or
subsidiaries thereof:

(A) The Blockchain-based Services Net-
work.

(B) The Spartan Network.

(C) The Conflux Network.

(D) iFinex, Inc.

(E) Red Date Technology Co., Ltd.

(2) The term ‘‘executive agency’ has the
meaning given the term in section 133 of
title 41, United States Code.

(3) The term ‘‘foreign adversary’ has the
meaning given such term in section 7.2 of
title 15, Code of Federal Regulations.

(4) The term ‘‘intelligence community’’
has the meaning given the term in section 3
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3003).

AMENDMENT NO. 219 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF
IOWA

At the end of subtitle C of title II, add the
following new section:
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SEC. 2 . PLAN TO SUPPORT ADVANCED MANU-
FACTURING AND MATERIALS FOR
HYPERSONICS RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Under Secretary
of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment
shall develop a plan to develop a comprehen-
sive set of advanced manufacturing practices
and advanced materials for hypersonics re-
search and development.

(b) ELEMENTS.—At a minimum, the plan
under subsection (a) shall—

(1) address—

(A) intelligence-optimized robotic forming;

(B) additive and subtractive manufac-
turing methods;

(C) precision joining (laser, e-beam, fric-
tion stir) for dissimilar metals and metal/
CMC interfaces; and

(D) advanced materials and processing; and

(2) define qualification artifacts (process
allowable, non-destructive inspection proce-
dures, and digital-thread data standards) and
pilot lines executed by consortia of primes,
startups, and Federal labs, with TRL/MRL,
cost, and lead-time objectives.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Sustainment shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report on the
plan developed under subsection (a).

AMENDMENT NO. 220 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF
IOWA

Page 381, after line 10, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 5 . GAO STUDY AND REPORT ON MENTAL
HEALTH EFFECTIVENESS OF TRAN-
SITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND
SOLID START PROGRAM.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Comptroller
General of the United States shall conduct a
study on the effectiveness of TAP and the
Solid Start program in identifying, coun-
seling, and supporting members of the
Armed Forces and veterans regarding mental
health risks and transition-related stressors
during their separation from the Armed
Forces.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under
subsection (a) shall include an assessment of
the following:

(1) The extent to which counseling pro-
vided under TAP includes comprehensive in-
formation regarding post-traumatic stress
disorder, traumatic brain injury, anxiety dis-
orders, depression, chronic pain, sleep dis-
orders, suicidal ideation, and other mental
health conditions associated with service in
the Armed Forces.

(2) The effectiveness of TAP curriculum in
educating separating members on the risk
factors of suicide, including signs of severe
relationship strain, isolation, unemploy-
ment, or loss of community support systems.

(3) The baseline performance metrics and
outreach success rates of the Solid Start pro-
gram during the first year following separa-
tion from the Armed Forces, with a specific
focus on the program’s success in facilitating
veterans’ enrollment in the system of annual
patient enrollment under section 1705 of title
38, United States Code.

(4) The degree of interagency data-sharing
and coordination between the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to track warm handoffs for high-risk
members of the Armed Forces separating
from active duty.

(5) Gaps in current pre-separation coun-
seling and post-separation outreach related
to substance use disorder resources, includ-
ing alcohol and prescription opioid abuse
counseling.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Comptroller General shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port containing the findings and rec-
ommendations of the Comptroller General
based on the study conducted under sub-
section (a), including administrative or leg-
islative recommendations to reduce veteran
suicide during the first year following sepa-
ration from the Armed Forces.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committee” means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives;

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the House of Representatives; or

(D) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate.

(2) The term ‘‘Solid Start program’ means
the program under section 6320 of title 38,
United States Code.

(3) The term “TAP” means the Transition
Assistance Program under sections 1142 and
1144 of title 10, United States Code.

AMENDMENT NO. 221 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF
IOWA

Add at the end of subtitle G of title
XXVIII, the following new section:

SEC. 28 . REPORT ON UNDERUTILIZED AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD AIRFIELD INFRA-
STRUCTURE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of the Air Force shall, in
consultation with the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau and the Commander of United
States Strategic Command, submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
evaluating the feasibility, infrastructure
readiness, and cost-benefits of co-locating
permanent, manned flying missions at Air
National Guard installations that currently
possess active runways but lack manned ac-
tive aircraft.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An inventory of Air National Guard in-
stallations described in subsection (a) that
possess active runway infrastructure of 9,000
feet or greater, secure military enclaves, and
proximity to regional training corridors or
geographic commands.

(2) An assessment of the capacity of such
joint-use commercial airfield infrastructure,
including taxiways and secure ramp space, to
host permanent or distributed strategic as-
sets.

(3) An evaluation of the workforce readi-
ness and technical expertise, including
cyber, intelligence, and remotely piloted air-
craft operations, to support advanced
manned flying missions.

(4) An assessment of alternative or distrib-
uted basing options required to support stra-
tegic long-range strike systems in the event
that total procurement exceeds the initial
program of record.

AMENDMENT NO. 222 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF

IOWA

At the end of subtitle D of title XVIII, add
the following:

SEC. 18 . REPORT ON ALIGNING SMALL BUSI-
NESS INVESTMENT COMPANY PRO-
GRAM WITH DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL
BASE REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for 5 years, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration, shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report that—

(1) identifies priority capital-intensive de-
fense industrial base sectors, including—
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(A) munitions and energetics;

(B) forgings and castings;

(C) propulsion components;

(D) specialty chemicals; and

(E) other critical manufacturing sectors
identified by the Secretary of Defense;

(2) assesses the extent to which invest-
ments made through the SBIC program are
aligned with the sectors identified under
paragraph (1);

(3) maps, to the extent practicable, SBIC-
backed portfolio companies to defense-rel-
evant production and manufacturing activi-
ties, including those supporting—

(A) facility construction and expansion;

(B) tooling, industrial equipment, and ad-
vanced manufacturing capabilities;

(C) workforce development associated with
production scaling; and

(D) supply chain resilience and domestic
sourcing of critical inputs;

(4) assesses the extent to which the SBIC
program is contributing to—

(A) increased production capacity and
throughput;

(B) reduced production timelines and bot-
tlenecks;

(C) expanded surge capacity and mobiliza-
tion readiness; and

(D) mitigation of supply chain
vulnerabilities, including reliance on foreign
entities of concern;

(5) describes the types of capital deployed
through SBIC funds in defense-relevant sec-
tors, including equity investments, subordi-
nated debt, and other financing structures,
and evaluates whether such capital is suited
to capital-intensive manufacturing require-
ments;

(6) identifies barriers to greater SBIC par-
ticipation in defense industrial base sectors,
including—

(A) risk-return profiles associated with
capital-intensive manufacturing invest-
ments;

(B) statutory or regulatory limitations
within the SBIC program;

(C) information asymmetries between the
Department of Defense and private fund
managers; and

(D) challenges related to contracting
timelines, demand signals, or program sta-
bility; and

(7) provides recommendations to improve
alignment between the SBIC program and
defense industrial base requirements.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“SBIC” means a small busi-
ness investment company (as defined in sec-
tion 103 of the Small Business Investment
Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 662)).

(2) The term ‘‘SBIC program’ means the
small business investment company program
of the Small Business Administration.

AMENDMENT NO. 223 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF

IOWA

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 12 . ANNUAL REPORT ON TAIWAN CAPA-
BILITIES AND INTELLIGENCE SUP-
PORT.

Section 1248 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public
Law 117-81) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2027, the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence and the heads of other
relevant Federal departments and agencies,
shall jointly” and inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2031,
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
with the Secretary of State and the Director
of National Intelligence, shall’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ability of
Taiwan” and inserting ‘‘readiness of the Tai-
wan military’’;
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(C) by redesignating paragraph (16) as para-
graph (19); and

(D) by adding after paragraph (15) the fol-
lowing:

‘(16) An assessment regarding how Japan,
the Republic of Korea, the Philippines, Viet-
nam, and Australia would likely respond to
contingencies, including—

““(A) a military strike or invasion of Tai-
wan or an offshore island of Taiwan, includ-
ing Kinmen, Matsu, Wuciou, Taiping Island,
and Penghu;

“(B) a commercial blockade of Taiwan in
which international vessels are subjected to
search or seizure by the People’s Liberation
Army;

‘(C) a major cyberattack against the crit-
ical infrastructure of Taiwan; and

‘(D) a seizure of one or more of Taiwan’s
offshore islands or territorial claims.

“(17) Guidance for representatives from the
military of Taiwan to attend, as observers
and as appropriate, joint military exercises
led by the United States, such as the bien-
nial Rim of the Pacific exercise.

‘(18) An assessment of the feasibility of
using economic tools, including export con-
trols, sanctions, and tariffs, to deter China
from carrying out the actions described in
subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph
(16).”; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking
and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) an assessment of how the United
States Armed Forces could marshal re-
sources to respond to the actions described
in subparagraphs (A) through (E) of sub-
section (a)(16), based on the force posture
and stockpiles of the Armed Forces.”.

“: and”

AMENDMENT NO. 224 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF
IOWA

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP ON DE-

FENSE INDUSTRIAL PRIORITIES BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
TAIWAN.

The Secretary of Defense shall seek to es-
tablish a partnership between the Depart-
ment of Defense and appropriate counter-
parts of Taiwan in order to—

(1) enhance market opportunities for
United States-based and Taiwan-based de-
fense technology companies;

(2) bolster Taiwan’s defense
base;

(3) harmonize global security posture
through emerging technology;

(4) counter the Chinese Communist Party
and Chinese Communist Party-aligned ad-
versarial proxy group development of dual-
use defense technologies; and

(5) in coordination with appropriate coun-
terpart offices of the Taiwan Ministry of Na-
tional Defense—

(A) enable coordination on defense indus-
trial priorities;

(B) streamline emerging defense tech-
nology research and development;

(C) create more pathways to market for de-
fense technology startups; and

(D) collaborate on the coordinated develop-
ment of dual-use defense capabilities, such
as the following:

(i) Drones.

(ii) Microchips.

(iii) Directed energy weapons.

(iv) Artificial Intelligence.

(v) Missile technology.

(vi) Intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance technology.

industrial
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AMENDMENT NO. 225 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF
IOWA

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 12 . JOINT UNITED STATES-TAIWAN RE-
SEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND
EVALUATION PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Director of the Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency and in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, shall seek
to carry out with Taiwan a joint research,
development, test, and evaluation program
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Pro-
gram’’) to accelerate the development and
transition of unmanned aircraft systems and
counter-UAS systems.

(b) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out
the Program, the Secretary may, with re-
spect to unmanned aircraft systems and
counter-UAS systems—

(1) research, develop, test, and evaluate
such systems, and related enabling tech-
nologies, jointly with Taiwan, including by
prototyping;

(2) fund the development of critical compo-
nents of such systems, including sensors, au-
tonomy software, control systems, commu-
nications modules, and propulsion tech-
nologies;

(3) test, evaluate, and experiment with re-
spect to such systems in relevant oper-
ational environments jointly with Taiwan;

(4) integrate systems developed under the
Program into exercises, demonstrations, and
operational use; and

(5) transition systems and technologies de-
veloped under the Program to production
using available authorities.

(c) PRIORITIES.—In carrying out the Pro-
gram, the Secretary shall prioritize systems
and technologies that—

(1) address capability gaps identified by
the Commander of the United States Indo-
Pacific Command;

(2) demonstrate the capability to transi-
tion to production and operational use with-
in 24 to 36 months; and

(3) support interoperability and integra-
tion with respect to the United States
Armed Forces and the military forces of Tai-
wan.

(d) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that activities under the Program—

(1) are coordinated with the Commander of
the United States Indo-Pacific Command;

(2) leverage contributions from Taiwan, in-
cluding financial and in-kind support; and

(3) align with existing security cooperation
and technology development programs.

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees, the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives,
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate a report that—

(1) identifies activities funded under the
Program and the funding levels of such ac-
tivities;

(2) evaluates progress toward testing, pro-
duction, or operational use of systems devel-
oped under the Program;

(3) describes contributions to the Program
from Taiwan, including financial and in-kind
support;

(4) evaluates alignment of the Program
with operational requirements of the United
States Indo-Pacific Command; and

(5) identifies barriers to transitioning sys-
tems and technologies developed under the
Program and provides recommendations to
address such barriers.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COUNTER-UAS SYSTEM; UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEM.—The terms ‘‘counter-UAS
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system’ and ‘‘unmanned aircraft system”
have the meanings given such terms in sec-
tion 44801 of title 49, United States Code.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Under Secretary of Defense for
Research and Engineering.

AMENDMENT NO. 226 OFFERED BY MR.
OBERNOLTE OF CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle C of title III, add the
following new section:

SEC. 3. PILOT PROGRAM ON INTEGRATED
ROAD AND RAILROAD LOGISTICS CA-
PABILITIES FOR UNITED STATES
TRANSPORTATION COMMAND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Commander of the United States
Transportation Command, shall establish a
pilot program to assess the operational util-
ity of integrated road and railroad logistics
capabilities at the initial and final stages of
the transportation process, to improve the
resilience, throughput, and safety of surface
distribution in support of joint force oper-
ations, including in austere and contested
environments.

(b) AcTIVITIES.—The pilot program under
subsection (a) shall, to the maximum extent
practicable and consistent with applicable
safety and security requirements, include
the following activities:

(1) The demonstration and evaluation of
surface logistics platforms capable of—

(A) operating on public roads and on stand-
ard-gauge rail infrastructure, including
yards, spurs, sidings, and railheads; and

(B) transitioning between such modes
without requiring the construction of new
fixed terminal infrastructure.

(2) The demonstration and evaluation of
capabilities to transport standardized cargo
platforms, including loads compatible with
international intermodal containers (com-
monly referred to as “ISO containers’) and
other modular payloads, between public
roads and rail infrastructure in a manner
that reduces reliance on multiple specialized
assets for handling cargo and reduces cargo
dwell time at railheads and yards.

(3) The assessment of plans for the oper-
ational deployment of such platforms, capa-
bilities, and associated systems, for—

(A) distribution to military installations
and use with respect to depots;

(B) port and strategic mobility support ac-
tivities; and

(C) distributed logistics in austere and con-
tested environments where infrastructure is
damaged, constrained, or unavailable.

(4) The demonstration and evaluation of a
software-enabled capability to coordinate
transportation on public roads and rail infra-
structure at the initial and final stages of
the transportation process, including to co-
ordinate the scheduling of yard and terminal
availability, mission assignment, and excep-
tion management, and to generate auditable
performance data on such activities.

(56) The assessment of cybersecurity and
data integrity measures for any networked
command-and-control, dispatch, or audit
logging function relating to such pilot pro-
gram, including authentication, encryption
in transit, access controls, and tamper-evi-
dent recordkeeping, consistent with applica-
ble cybersecurity policies of the Department
of Defense.

(6) The evaluation of safety considerations
(including with respect to human involve-
ment in supervision activities, as appro-
priate) and compliance pathways for oper-
ations on or adjacent to rail infrastructure
and in controlled environments, including
geofenced areas.

(¢) LocATIONS.—The Commander of the
United States Transportation Command
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shall carry out the pilot program under sub-
section (a) at one or more locations selected
by the Commander. Such locations may in-
clude the following:

(1) A strategic distribution node, port, or
other surface distribution hub supporting
the Defense Transportation System.

(2) A railhead located at a military instal-
lation, a depot, a location at which logistics
readiness activities are conducted, or an-
other facility of the Department of Defense
with recurring surface distribution require-
ments.

(d) METRICS AND EVALUATION.—In carrying
out the pilot program under subsection (a),
the Commander of the United States Trans-
portation Command shall establish metrics
and, to the maximum extent practicable,
collect and assess performance data for the
activities conducted under such pilot pro-
gram. Such data may include the following:

(1) Cargo dwell time and throughput.

(2) Labor hour requirements and safety in-
cidents.

(3) Operational availability and mainte-
nance burden.

(4) Energy use and fuel consumption.

(5) Integration burden with existing logis-
tics information systems.

(6) Cybersecurity observations and data in-
tegrity outcomes.

(e) TERMINATION.—The pilot program under
subsection (a) shall terminate on the date
that is two years after the date on which the
pilot program is established.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the termination of the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (e), the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report containing a de-
scription of the results of such pilot pro-
gram, including the following:

(1) A summary of the activities conducted
under such pilot program and the locations
selected pursuant to subsection (c).

(2) An assessment of the performance of
such activities against the metrics estab-
lished pursuant to subsection (d).

(3) An identification of any safety or regu-
latory constraint encountered in carrying
out such activities, including as a result of
railroad operating rules.

(4) An assessment of cybersecurity and
data integrity considerations.

(6) A cost-informed assessment of the
scalability of such pilot program and related
sustainment considerations.

(6) Recommendations regarding future ex-
perimentation relating to the capabilities
demonstrated and evaluated under such pilot
program or similar capabilities, the develop-
ment of related requirements, and potential
transition pathways for such capabilities.

AMENDMENT NO. 227 OFFERED BY MR.
OBERNOLTE OF CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle F of title XVIII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . ASSESSMENT OF INDUSTRIAL BASE
FOR TURBOJET PYROTECHNIC DE-
VICES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) Turbojet pyrotechnic devices are crit-
ical for the operation of aerial targets and
unmanned systems used in military training
and testing, and weapon systems.

(2) Current supply chain lead times of 18 to
36 months exceed the Department of De-
fense’s 12-month requirement, creating a
production bottleneck that poses risks to
readiness and operational effectiveness.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than
March 1, 2027, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Army
and the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Industrial Base Policy, shall submit to the

finds the fol-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

congressional defense committees a report

that, with respect to turbojet pyrotechnic

devices—

(1) assesses—

(A) projected demand through fiscal year
2030, including with respect to initiators, ig-
niters, pyroflares, turbine start cartridges,
and other similar pyrotechnic devices;

(B) current United States production ca-
pacity, scalability, and lead times;

(C) supply chain vulnerabilities and im-
pacts on readiness; and

(D) potential commercial or dual-use appli-
cations; and

(2) provides recommendations to reduce
supply chain lead times, diversify suppliers,
and strengthen the industrial base.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may initiate pilot efforts
or partnerships that support implementation
of the recommendations in the report under
subsection (b).

AMENDMENT NO. 228 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES OF

TENNESSEE

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . PLAN REQUIRED FOR FULL PARTICI-
PATION BY TAIWAN IN THE RIM OF
THE PACIFIC EXERCISE.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall create a plan for the naval
forces of Taiwan to fully participate in the
Rim of the Pacific exercise conducted in
2028.

AMENDMENT NO. 229 OFFERED BY MR. OWENS OF

UTAH

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC. 1 . REPORT ON FIELDING OF LINK 16
TACTICAL DATA LINK NETWORKING
CAPABILITIES ON UH-60M AND CH-
47F AIRCRAFT.

Not later than December 1, 2026, the Sec-
retary of the Army shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
the efforts of the Army to field Link 16 tac-
tical data link networking capabilities on
UH-60M and CH-47F aircraft. The report
shall include—

(1) a description of how Link 16 tactical
data link networking capabilities on the AH-
64E, UH-60M, and CH-47F aircraft contribute
to the Next Generation Command and Con-
trol efforts of the Army; and

(2) such other information as the Secretary
determines appropriate.

AMENDMENT NO. 230 OFFERED BY MR. PAPPAS OF

NEW HAMPSHIRE

At the end of subtitle C of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2. STRATEGY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF FRICTION STIR ADDITIVE MANU-
FACTURING TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a com-
prehensive report outlining the strategy of
the Department of Defense for the research,
development, and deployment of friction stir
additive manufacturing technologies.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the strategic impor-
tance of developing and deploying friction
stir additive manufacturing technologies for
national defense, including their potential to
enhance supply chain resilience, manufac-
turing agility, and operational readiness.

(2) A detailed summary of current and
planned Department of Defense programs
and initiatives that are supporting the devel-
opment, testing, or implementation of fric-
tion stir additive manufacturing tech-
nologies.
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(3) An analysis of key areas of operational
impact of such technologies, including—
(A) expeditionary manufacturing

sustainment capabilities;

(B) deployable micro-factory systems for
forward operating bases or contested envi-
ronments; and

(C) development of ultra-large-scale fric-
tion stir additive manufacturing techniques
for critical defense infrastructure and plat-
forms.

AMENDMENT NO. 231 OFFERED BY MR. PATRONIS
OF FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle I of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . AUTHORIZATION FOR AWARD OF
MEDAL OF HONOR TO CERTAIN BAT-
TLE OF MIDWAY TORPEDO SQUAD-
RON COMMANDERS AND DIVE BOMB-
ER FLIGHT LEADS FOR ACTS OF
VALOR.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Notwithstanding the
time limitations specified in sections 8298(a)
and 8300 of title 10, United States Code, or
any other time limitation with respect to
the awarding of certain medals to persons
who served in the Armed Forces, the Presi-
dent is authorized to award the Medal of
Honor, under section 8291 of such title, to
Commander Clarence W. McClusky, Lieuten-
ant Commander Max F. Leslie, Lieutenant
Commander Eugene E. Lindsey, Lieutenant
Commander Lance E. Massey, Lieutenant
Commander John C. Waldron, and Lieuten-
ant Richard H. Best for the acts of valor de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(b) ACTS OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of
valor described in this subsection are the ac-
tions of the individuals described in sub-
section (a) on June 4, 1942, as members of the
Navy, during combat operations near Mid-
way Atoll that led to the sinking of four
enemy aircraft carriers.

AMENDMENT NO. 232 OFFERED BY MR.
PETTERSEN OF COLORADO

At the end of subtitle A of title XVI, add
the following new section:

SEC. 16 . REPORT ON OPTICAL COMMUNICA-
TIONS AND NETWORKING STAND-
ARDS FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
SPACE ARCHITECTURES.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Air Force, acting
through the Chief of Space Operations and in
coordination with the Assistant Secretary of
the Air Force for Space Aquistion and Inte-
gration, the Commander of Space Systems
Command, and the Director of the Space
Warfighting Analysis Center, shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a re-
port on the governance, maintenance, valida-
tion, implementation, and future develop-
ment of optical communications and net-
working standards for mnational security
space architectures.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of the governance struc-
ture for such standards, including the roles
and responsibilities of relevant Department
of Defense organizations and participating
industry and allied stakeholders.

(2) A description of the process by which
such standards are developed, reviewed, vali-
dated, approved, published, maintained, and
incorporated into acquisition programs and
requirements.

(3) An assessment of the extent to which
current and planned standards support cross-
vendor interoperability, backward compat-
ibility where practicable, and participation
by qualified commercial providers.

(4) A description of technical validation
processes, testing activities, and mecha-
nisms for incorporating operational lessons
learned and industry feedback into future
standards revisions.

and
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() An assessment of how such standards
are being incorporated into United States
Space Force architecture planning, acquisi-
tion activities, and allied and partner en-
gagements.

(6) An assessment of risks associated with
transitioning between versions of such
standards, including impacts on competi-
tion, acquisition timelines, interoperability,
and mission assurance.

(7) Identification of any legislative, policy,
authority, or resource gaps that limit the
Department’s ability to sustain and evolve
such standards.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
submitting the report required under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of the Air Force
shall provide a briefing to the congressional
defense committees on the findings and rec-
ommendations contained in the report.

(d) FOorRM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.
AMENDMENT NO. 233 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER

OF TEXAS

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . PILOT PROGRAM FOR INTEGRATED
WARFIGHTER COGNITIVE PERFORM-
ANCE AND READINESS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) long-term exposure to high-stress oper-
ational environments compromises cognitive
performance, sleep quality, and psycho-
logical resilience, creating conditions for re-
duced readiness, impaired decision-making,
increased behavioral health risk, and greater
potential for anxiety, depression, and other
stress-related conditions among members of
the Armed Forces;

(2) the Secretary of Defense’s May 6, 2026,
directive establishing Warfighter Perform-
ance Optimization as a core Department of
Defense priority directs a data-driven, out-
comes-focused approach to scaling proven
human performance capabilities across the
force and mandates development of min-
imum standards for human performance pro-
grams;

(3) commanders across multiple military
services have independently invested in cog-
nitive performance capabilities from local
budgets due to existing programs have not
consistently delivering measurable readiness
outcomes, demonstrating demand for scal-
able, evidence-based solutions that bridge
the gap between research and real-world
military performance; and

(4) commercially available, scientifically
researched capabilities with documented
real-world military performance, including
measurable improvements in cognitive per-
formance, sleep quality, stress resilience,
and clinical care utilization, are imme-
diately available for deployment and scaling
through existing Federal acquisition path-
ways, with minimal cost or requirements to
development of a new program, in direct sup-
port of the Department’s warfighter perform-
ance optimization priorities.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROGRAM.—
Not later than March 1, 2027, the Secretary
of Defense shall establish a pilot program to
modernize existing military resilience and
performance programs in support of the
warfighter performance optimization prior-
ities of the Department of Defense. The pro-
gram shall be designed to provide members
of the Armed Forces and their dependents
with an integrated cognitive performance
and readiness capability that combines live
performance training, cognitive training
tools and technologies, always-on digital
support, live coaching, care navigation, sleep
optimization, and on-installation cognitive
readiness infrastructure. In selecting capa-
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bilities for the pilot program, the Secretary
shall give priority to commercially or feder-
ally available capabilities with documented
success and prior performance in military or
high-stress operational environments.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The pilot program under
subsection (b) shall be designed to include
the following elements:

(1) The demonstration of a substantial
body of scientifically researched and evi-
dence-based published evidence of measur-
able improvements in cognitive performance
outcomes, including sustained attention, re-
action time under stress, and stress regula-
tion, in military or high-stress operational
populations, including evidence derived from
alpha-competitive and high-consequence
operational environments such as military
aviation, special operations, and elite per-
formance contexts, demonstrating real-world
military efficacy.

(2) The demonstration of military cultural
competence across all personnel delivering
services, including coaches, facilitators, and
support staff, through documented training
requirements specific to military popu-
lations, operational environments, and fami-
lies of members of the Armed Forces.

(3) Content and curriculum developed in
partnership with experts with documented
service in military operational leadership
roles, aligned to service-specific resilience
and readiness frameworks and the unique de-
mands of military life, deployment cycles,
and family support, and continuously up-
dated to reflect advances in cognitive per-
formance science.

(4) The delivery of cognitive performance
capabilities through—

(A) a holistic approach encompassing edu-
cation, training, leadership development,
and culture, providing tactical tools and
skill sets applicable across the full spectrum
of military service, any area of operations,
and all phases of a member’s career; and

(B) multiple complementary modalities in-
cluding in-person instruction by certified
facilitators, on-installation cognitive per-
formance environments, and always-on dig-
ital access, ensuring continuity of support
regardless of operational tempo, deployment
status, or geographic location.

(5) Interactive and contextualized live cog-
nitive performance training—

(A) provided by specialized training teams
with expert knowledge of cognitive perform-
ance and how to apply skills across the
phases of a military career, focused on devel-
opment of a high-performance mindset to in-
crease readiness, warfighter lethality, and
leadership under stress, with certified
facilitators embedded at installations to sus-
tain program culture and common language
within units between training events; and

(B) that is delivered in-person at installa-
tions when operationally feasible, with alter-
native delivery modalities available for de-
ployed or distributed environments.

(6) Cognitive training tools and resources,
including technologies and structured skill-
building environments, designed to improve
resilience, focus, decision making, and recov-
ery under pressure, with documented peer-re-
viewed evidence of measurable improve-
ments in cognitive performance outcomes in-
cluding attention, stress regulation, and re-
action time.

(7) A commercially available digital com-
ponent with demonstrated adoption by mil-
lions of users across civilian and enterprise
populations, providing continuous on-de-
mand access to cognitive performance sup-
port, sleep optimization, stress regulation,
mental health and wellness content, and
mental fitness resources, including content
developed in partnership with experts with
documented service in military operational
leadership roles, accessible to members of
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the Armed Forcese and their family mem-
bers between and independent of scheduled
training events, including in deployed envi-
ronments.

(8) Evidence-based sleep optimization re-
sources and interventions with documented
peer-reviewed evidence of measurable im-
provements in sleep onset, sleep quality, and
insomnia reduction, accessible to members
of the Armed Forces and their families on
demand.

(9) On-demand access, at any time during
the day or night, to live subclinical coaching
support with response times less than two
minutes on average as well as through sched-
uled video and text based sessions for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and their families,
with demonstrated rapid-access connection
capability, with military cultural com-
petence training required of all coaching per-
sonnel as a condition of employment.

(10) Validated assessments and structured
care navigation connecting members of the
Armed Forces to existing military and De-
partment support resources, including base-
level services, crisis pathways, and clinical
referral infrastructure aligned to co-created
protocols, optimizing the use of existing in-
vestments rather than duplicating such in-
vestments.

(11) Evidence-based cognitive readiness en-
vironments at participating installations
using sensory and cognitive stimulation
technologies with documented peer-reviewed
evidence of measurable improvements in
stress recovery and cognitive performance
outcomes following use.

(12) Outcome tracking and data collection
capabilities across its integrated compo-
nents, including biometric, assessment-
based, and clinical utilization measures of
cognitive readiness, designed to support De-
partment-wide warfighter performance re-
porting requirements.

(13) Commercially availability and
contractability under existing Federal acqui-
sition pathways, with a preference for capa-
bilities with documented prior performance
in military environments, to enable rapid de-
ployment following program authorization
without delay to execution.

(d) METRICS.—The Secretary shall evaluate
the pilot program using the following
metrics:

(1) Cognitive performance outcomes, in-
cluding sustained attention, reaction time
under stress, and validated measures of
stress and resilience.

(2) Sleep quality indicators, including
member survey data and sleep medication
usage rates.

(3) Behavioral health referral and coun-
seling center usage rates at participating in-
stallations.

(4) Related clinical care wait times and
limited duty assignment rates attributable
to stress and behavioral health conditions.

(5) Use and results of cognitive training
tools and technologies, including data on at-
tention, focus, relaxation, and workload reg-
ulation.

(6) The level of engagement of members of
the Armed Forces and their families, includ-
ing number of sessions and average hours of
substantive program use per active partici-
pant.

(7) Program cost efficiency indicators, in-
cluding estimated reductions in clinical care
use and behavioral health-related attrition.

(e) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the commencement of the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (b), the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report on the implementa-
tion and outcomes of the program. Such re-
port shall include—
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(A) the evaluation of the pilot program
using the metrics under subsection (d);

(B) an assessment of whether the program
reduced attrition and improved cognitive
performance and resilience among partici-
pating members of the Armed Forces; and

(C) a recommendation as to whether the
Department of Defense should expand the
program across additional installations or
populations.

(2) FOrRM.—The report required under this
subsection shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may contain a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 234 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER
OF TEXAS

Page 275, after line 2, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 5 . LIMITED CONSIDERATION OF SATIS-
FACTORY NON-REGULAR SERVICE
TOWARDS SERVICE-IN-GRADE RE-
QUIREMENT OF A RESERVE OFFI-
CER WHO RETIRES VOLUNTARILY.

Section 1370(b)(1) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘; and”’
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(C) in the case of a reserve officer, such
period may include satisfactory non-regular
service, but not for purposes of calculating—

‘‘(i) the retired pay or other benefits from
the United States to which such reserve offi-
cer would have been entitled based upon
military service; or

‘‘(ii) any benefit to which any other person
may become entitled based on such military
service.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 235 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER
OF TEXAS

At the end of subtitle A of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7 . IMPROVEMENT TO CONTINUATION OF
TRANSITIONAL HEALTH CARE.

Section 1145(a)(4) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘Except as’ and inserting
“(A) Except as’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(B) In carrying out this subsection, the
Secretary of Defense shall ensure that a
member may enroll in the transitional
health care under paragraph (1) by not later
than two business days after the date on
which the 180-day transition period begins.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 236 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER

OF TEXAS
Page 1295, line 25, strike ‘‘(f)”’ and insert
<@y,
Page 1297, line 1, strike ‘“(g)”’ and insert
“(h)”.
Page 1295, after line 25, insert the fol-
lowing:

() HARDWARE AND FIRMWARE ASSURANCE
PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary of Defense, acting through the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Industrial
Base Policy, shall carry out a pilot program
in partnership with relevant private entities
to conduct a third-party hardware evalua-
tion and an independent analysis of emerg-
ing technologies capable of independently
verifying the composition and integrity of
commercial electronic devices procured
through defense supply chains without reli-
ance on hardware bills of materials, software
bills of materials, or similar records.

(2) ELEMENTS.—In carrying out the pilot
program established under this section, the
Secretary shall—

(A) identify such technologies for inclusion
in the pilot program that perform non-de-
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structive chipset-level interrogation to iden-
tify counterfeit, substituted, or com-
promised components within commercially-
sourced equipment;

(B) identify military installations where
such technologies can assess equipment—

(i) in use; and

(ii) that has been acquired but not yet de-
ployed; and

(C) ensure, to the extent feasible, that a
variety of types of commercially-sourced
equipment are included in the pilot program.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the pilot program com-
mences, the Secretary shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
on the results of the pilot program, including
recommendations for broader implementa-
tion and an assessment of costs and benefits.

AMENDMENT NO. 237 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER
OF TEXAS

At the end of subtitle C of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . STRATEGY TO IMPROVE ACADEMIC
OUTCOMES AT THE UNITED STATES
AIR FORCE ACADEMY.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Super-
intendent of the United States Air Force
Academy shall submit to the congressional
defense committees and the Chairman of the
Board of Visitors of the Academy a report
containing a strategy to improve academic
outcomes at the Academy. Such report shall
include—

(1) an assessment of the Cadet Honor Code
and any recommendations of the Super-
intendent to update the Cadet Honor Code to
address artificial intelligence, large lan-
guage models, and other emerging tech-
nology;

(2) an assessment of the effects of banning
the use of mobile phones, smart watches, and
other internet-connected devices in aca-
demic settings, including a review of pub-
licly available data and outcomes from aca-
demic institutions other than military serv-
ice academies that have implemented such a
ban; and

(3) any other policies or modifications to
methods of instruction that the Super-
intendent considers appropriate to improve
academic outcomes in support of the Air
Force Core Values of ‘‘Integrity First. Serv-
ice Before Self. Excellence in All We Do”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 238 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER
OF TEXAS

At the end of subtitle D of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . REDESIGNATION OF DEAN OF THE
FACULTY OF UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE ACADEMY AS PROVOST AND
DEAN OF THE FACULTY.

Chapter 953 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in section 9431(b)(2), by striking ‘‘Dean
of the Faculty” and inserting ‘‘Provost and
Dean of the Faculty’’; and

(2) in section 9435—

(A) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘Provost
and’’ before ‘‘Dean’’;

(B) in subsection (a)—

(i) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘Dean
of the Faculty’” and inserting ‘‘Provost and
Dean of the Faculty’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘the Dean’ each place it
appears in the second and third sentences
and inserting ‘‘the Provost and Dean’’; and

(C) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘Dean of
the Faculty” and inserting ‘‘Provost and
Dean of the Faculty’’;

AMENDMENT NO. 239 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER
OF TEXAS

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following new section:
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SEC. 10 . REVOCATION OF SECURITY CLEAR-
ANCES FOR CERTAIN PERSONS.
(a) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding any

other provision of law, the Secretary of De-
fense shall suspend or revoke a security
clearance or eligibility for access to classi-
fied information for any retired or separated
member of the Armed Forces or civilian em-
ployee of the Department of Defense who en-
gages in an activity described in subsection
().
(b) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—The activities
described in this subsection are lobbying ac-
tivities or lobbying contacts for or on behalf
of any entity that is—

(1) identified by the Secretary of Defense
in the most recent report submitted under
section 1260H of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note) as a
Chinese military company; and

(2) included in the Non-SDN Chinese Mili-
tary-Industrial Complex Companies List
published by the Department of the Treas-
ury.

(¢) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense
may, for periods not to exceed 180 days,
waive the application of the prohibition in
subsection (a) for an individual if the Sec-
retary certifies to the congressional defense
committees that doing so is in the national
security interest of the United States.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘congressional defense com-
mittees’ has the meaning given the term in
section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘lobbying activities’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3 of the
Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1602).

(3) The term ‘lobbying contact’” has the
meaning given such term in section 3 of the
Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1602), except that clause (iv) of paragraph
(8)(B)(iv) of such section shall not apply.
AMENDMENT NO. 240 OFFERED BY MS. PLASKETT

OF VIRGIN ISLANDS

Add at the end of subtitle F of title XXVIIT
the following new section:

SEC. 28 . FORWARD OPERATING BASE READI-
NESS ASSESSMENT, ST. CROIX.

The Secretary of Defense to assess the fea-
sibility of using appropriate facilities on the
island of St. Croix as a forward operating
base for the Army, the Air Force, and the
Marine Corps.

AMENDMENT NO. 241 OFFERED BY MS. PLASKETT
OF VIRGIN ISLANDS

Add at the end of subtitle F of title XXVIIT
the following new section:

SEC. 28 . FORWARD OPERATING BASE READI-
NESS ASSESSMENT, ST. THOMAS.

The Secretary of Defense to assess the fea-
sibility of using appropriate facilities on the
island of St. Thomas as a forward operating
base for the Navy.

AMENDMENT NO. 242 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON

At the end of subtitle C of title XVI, add
the following new section:

SEC. 16 . EXTENSION OF ANNUAL ASSESSMENT
OF CYBER RESILIENCE OF NUCLEAR
COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEM.

Section 499(e) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2032’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2035”".
AMENDMENT NO. 243 OFFERED BY MR. RASKIN OF

MARYLAND

At the end of subtitle F of title VI, add the
following new section:

SEC. 6 . DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MILITARY
RETIREMENT FUND: PAYMENT OF
RETIRED PAY FOR ALL MEMBERS OF
THE UNIFORMED SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1463 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘retired
lists’” and all that follows through ‘‘Space
Force” and inserting ‘‘retired lists of the
uniformed services’’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘armed
forces” and inserting ‘‘uniformed services’’;
and

(3) in paragraph (4)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘Department of Defense
and the Department of Homeland Security’’
and inserting ‘‘Departments of Defense,
Homeland Security, Commerce, and Health
and Human Services’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘armed forces’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘uniformed services’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘and section’” and inserting
‘“‘section’’; and

(D) by inserting ‘¢, subtitle C of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3041 et seq.), and section 229 of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 429)” after
“Public Law 96-402".

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) FUND PURPOSE; DEFINITION.—Section
1461 of such title is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘the De-
partment of Defense and the Coast Guard”
and inserting ‘‘the uniformed services’’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (2)—

(I) by striking ‘‘armed forces’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘uniformed services’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(ii) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘“(4) a program under subtitle C of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3041 et seq.); and

‘(6) a program under section 211 or 221 of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 212,
213a).”.

(2) DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THE FUND.—Section 1465 of such title is
amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘“(3) Not later than January 1, 2027, the
Board of Actuaries, in consultation with the
Secretaries of the departments specified in
section 1463(a)(4) of this title, shall deter-
mine the amount that is the value on the
date of such determination of future benefits
payable from the Fund that are attributable
to service in the commissioned corps of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and of the Public Health Service per-
formed before such date. That amount is the
original National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and Public Health Service
unfunded liability of the Fund. The Board
shall determine the period of time over
which the original National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and Public Health
Service unfunded liability should be lig-
uidated and shall determine an amortization
schedule for the liquidation of such liability
over that period. Contributions to the Fund
for the liquidation of the original National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and Public Health Service unfunded liability
in accordance with such schedule shall be
made as provided in section 1466(b) of this
title.”;

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(I) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating”
and inserting ‘‘Secretaries of the depart-
ments specified in section 1463(a)(4) of this
title’’; and
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(bb) by striking ‘“Department of Defense
and Coast Guard” and inserting ‘‘uniformed
services’’;

(II) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking
‘““Armed Forces” and inserting ‘‘uniformed
services’’; and

(III) in subparagraph (B)@i), by striking
‘“‘armed forces” and inserting ‘‘uniformed
services’’;

(ii) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services Re-
tirement Pay account for Commissioned offi-
cers, and the Department of Commerce
NOAA Corps Retirement Pay account for
Commissioned officers” after ‘“Coast Guard
Retired Pay account’’; and

(iii) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘Depart-
ment of Defense and Coast Guard’’;

(C) in subsection (¢)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(ID) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating”’
and inserting ‘‘Secretaries of the depart-
ments specified in section 1463(a)(4) of this
title’’;

(IT) in subparagraph (A), by striking
‘““Armed Forces” and inserting ‘‘uniformed
services’’; and

(ITI) in subparagraph (B),
‘“‘armed forces” and inserting
services’’; and

(ii) in paragraphs (2) and (3), by striking
‘‘Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating’ both places it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘Secretaries of the de-
partments specified in section 1463(a)(4) of
this title’’; and

(D) in subsection (e), by striking ‘“The Sec-
retary of Defense and, with regard to the
Coast Guard, the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating
shall” and inserting ‘‘The Secretary of a de-
partment specified in section 1463(a)(4) of
this title shall, with regard to the respective
department’’.

(3) PAYMENTS INTO THE FUND.—Section 1466
of such title is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(I) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Defense and
the Secretary of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating, with respect to
the Coast Guard” and inserting ‘‘Secretaries
of the departments specified in section
1463(a)(4) of this title’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating’ and in-
serting ‘‘such Secretaries’;

(ii) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting ¢, the
commissioned corps of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, or the
Commissioned Corps of the Public Health
Service” after ‘‘Coast Guard’’; and

(iii) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking
‘“‘armed forces” and inserting ‘‘uniformed
services’’;

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘armed
forces under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
of a military department’” and inserting
‘“‘uniformed services’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Coast
Guard” and inserting ‘‘Coast Guard, commis-
sioned corps of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, or the Commis-
sioned Corps of the Public Health Service’’;
and

(C) in subsection (¢)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘““Secretary
of Defense’ and inserting ‘‘Secretaries of the
departments specified in section 1463(a)(4) of
this title of this title”’;

(ii) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘the
Department of Defense and the Coast Guard”
and inserting ‘‘each uniformed service”’; and

by striking
“uniformed
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(iii) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of the
Department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating” and inserting ‘‘Secretaries of the
departments specified in section 1463(a)(4) of
this title”.

(4) RETIRED SERVICEMAN’S FAMILY PROTEC-
TION PLAN.—Subchapter I of chapter 73 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(A) in section 1444(a), by striking ‘‘armed
forces, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, and the Public
Health Service” and inserting ‘‘uniformed
services’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘armed forces’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘uniformed serv-
ices’’;

(C) by striking ‘“‘an armed force’’ both
places it appears and inserting ‘‘a uniformed
service’’;

(D) by striking ‘‘armed force’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘uniformed service’’;
and

(E) in the headings to sections 1431 and 1432
by striking ‘‘armed forces’ both places it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘uniformed services’’.

() SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN.—Section
1449(a) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘armed force’” and in-
serting ‘‘uniformed service’’.

(6) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC AD-
MINISTRATION COMMISSIONED OFFICER CORPS
ACT OF 2002.—Section 261(a) of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002 (Pub-
lic Law 107-372; 33 U.S.C. 3071) is amended—

(A) Dby redesignating paragraphs (21)
through (27) as paragraphs (22) through (28),
respectively; and

(B) by inserting, after paragraph (20), the
following new paragraph (21):

‘“(21) Chapter T4, relating to the Depart-
ment of Defense Military Retirement
Fund.”.

(7) PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT.—Section
221(a) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 213a(a)) is amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (6)
through (21) as paragraphs (7) through (22),
respectively; and

(B) by inserting, after paragraph (5), the
following new paragraph (6):

‘“(6) Chapter 74, Department of Defense
Military Retirement Fund.”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 244 OFFERED BY MR. ROGERS OF
ALABAMA

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC. 1 . MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT
FOR STRYKER Al COMBAT VEHI-
CLES.

(a) MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—
During the period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act and ending on De-
cember 31, 2030, the Secretary of the Army
shall ensure that the Army maintains a min-
imum inventory of not fewer than 1,524
deployable Stryker DVH Al combat vehicles
in its Stryker Brigade Combat Teams.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The requirement under
subsection (a) shall not apply to individual
Stryker DVH Al combat vehicles that the
Secretary of the Army determines, on a case-
by-case basis, to be no longer mission capa-
ble and uneconomical to repair because of

accidents, mishaps, or excessive material
degradation.
AMENDMENT NO. 245 OFFERED BY MR. ROSE OF

TENNESSEE
At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following new section:
SEC. 10 . REPORT ON RED FLAGS MISSED IN

FRAUD SCHEME PERPETRATED BY
JANET YAMANAKA MELLO.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
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Act, the Secretary of War shall submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the fraud scheme perpetrated by
Janet Yamanaka Mello, a civilian employee
of the Department of the Army, who was in-
dicted and pleaded guilty to stealing over
$100,000,000 in 4-H Military Partnership Grant
program funds.

(b) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—The report re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include
each of the following:

(1) A description of the breakdown in the
supervision of Mello, including any failures
of management or oversight that contrib-
uted to the ability of Mello to carry out the
fraud scheme undetected.

(2) A description of the breakdown in ac-
countability with respect to the loss of the
stolen funds, including any failures to ensure
that such funds were actually being spent for
the purposes for which such funds were in-
tended.

(3) A description of the failure to ensure
that financial program managers, such as
Mello, are not able to funnel Government
funds to themselves or their own entities.

(4) An identification of any other red flags
or warning signs that were missed or ignored
by employees of the Department of War, in-
cluding any instances of whistleblower retal-
iation or suppression of concerns.

(5) An assessment of the policies and proce-
dures of the Department of War and Depart-
ment of the Army, as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act, designed to prevent em-
ployees from perpetrating similar fraud
schemes in the future.

(6) Recommendations for improvements to
the policies, procedures, and oversight of the
Department of War and Department of the
Army to prevent employees from perpe-
trating similar fraud schemes in the future.

(7) A description of any disciplinary or ad-
ministrative actions taken against any indi-
viduals or entities found to have contributed
to the ability of Mello to carry out the fraud
scheme.

(8) A description of any changes made, or
planned to be made, to the financial manage-
ment and oversight processes of the Depart-
ment of War and the Department of the
Army as a result of the fraud scheme per-
petrated by Mello.

(9) An assessment of the effects of the
fraud scheme perpetrated by Mello on the
programs and operations of the Department
of War and the Department of the Army.

(10) Any other information the Secretary
of War determines relevant to understanding
the fraud scheme perpetrated by Mello and
preventing employees from perpetrating
similar fraud schemes in the future.

(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary of
War shall make the report required under
subsection (a) publicly available on an ap-
propriate website of the Department of War.

AMENDMENT NO. 246 OFFERED BY MR. RUIZ OF

CALIFORNIA

At the end of subtitle E of title VIII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 8 . OVERSIGHT OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE COMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN
REQUIREMENTS FOR DOMESTIC
FOOD SUPPLY CHAINS.

(a) AUDITS.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and on
a quarterly basis thereafter, the Inspector
General of the Department of Defense shall
conduct an audit to determine the extent of
compliance with the requirements of section
4862 of title 10, United States Code, with re-
spect to the procurement of items described
in subsection (b)(1)(A) of such section.

(b) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
60 days after the conclusion of each audit
under subsection (a), the Inspector General

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

shall submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives and
the Senate a report containing the results of
such audit.
AMENDMENT NO. 247 OFFERED BY MS. SALAZAR
OF FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle B of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN RETIRED
NAVAL VESSELS TO STATE OF FLOR-
IDA FOR USE AS OFFSHORE REEFS.

(a) CONVEYANCE.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Navy shall convey to
the State of Florida all right, title, and in-
terest of the United States in and to—

(1) the U.S.S. Underwood (FFG-36), or an-
other similar vessel from the OLIVER HAZ-
ARD PERRY-class guided missile frigates
that the Secretary of the Navy has classified
as ‘‘stricken’’;

(2) a decommissioned TICONDEROGA-

class guided-missile cruiser that the Sec-
retary of the Navy has classified as ‘‘strick-
en’’;
(3) the U.S.S. Freedom (LCS-1), the U.S.S.
Independence (LCS-2), or another decommis-
sioned littoral combat ship that the Sec-
retary of the Navy has classified as ‘‘strick-
en’’; or

(4) the U.S.S. Fort McHenry (LLSD-43) or
another similar vessel from the WHIDBEY
ISLAND-class dock landing ship that the
Secretary of the Navy has classified as
“stricken”.

(b) CONDITION OF CONVEYANCE.—ANy con-
veyance of a vessel under subsection (a) shall
be subject to the condition that the State of
Florida sink such vessel for use as an off-
shore artificial reef.

(¢c) CONVEYANCE AT NoO CosT TO UNITED
STATES.—Any conveyance of a vessel under
subsection (a) shall be made at no cost to the
United States. The full cost of such convey-
ance shall be borne by the State of Florida.

(d) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions in connection with a
conveyance of a vessel under subsection (a)
as the Secretary considers appropriate to
protect the interests of the United States.

AMENDMENT NO. 248 OFFERED BY MS. SALINAS

OF OREGON

At the end of subtitle D of title III, add the
following new section:

SEC.3 . STUDY AND REPORT ON USE OF NEXT-
GENERATION GEOTHERMAL TECH-
NOLOGIES TO SUPPORT ENERGY CA-
PABILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall carry out a study to evaluate the po-
tential and feasibility of implementing next-
generation geothermal technologies to meet
the power needs of the Department of De-
fense and strengthen national security.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study under subsection
(a) shall evaluate—

(1) the potential for next-generation geo-
thermal technologies to be used to meet en-
ergy resilience requirements under section
2920 of title 10, United States Code;

(2) the long-term cost of increasing the use
of next-generation geothermal technologies
to meet Department of Defense power needs,
including cost estimates for—

(A) point-of-use power production;

(B) reduced transmission requirements;

(C) reduced reliance on fuel costs; and

(D) reduced reliance on fuel delivery; and

(3) how next-generation geothermal tech-
nologies may be used to—

(A) provide district heating and cooling for
military quarters, hospitals, or other rel-
evant facilities of the Department of De-
fense;

(B) reduce exposure of the military depart-
ments to cybersecurity threats;
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(C) reduce the reliance of the military de-
partments on vulnerable supply chains; and

(D) improve natural disaster resiliency on
military installations and in areas in geo-
graphic proximity to military installations.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
that includes the results of the study under
subsection (a).
AMENDMENT NO. 249 OFFERED BY MS. SCHOLTEN

OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add

the following new section:

SEC. 7 . ASSESSMENT OF NONINVASIVE FO-
CUSED ULTRASOUND TECH-
NOLOGIES.

The Secretary of Defense shall conduct an
assessment of applications of noninvasive fo-
cused ultrasound technologies, including
histotripsy, within the military health sys-
tem, including an examination of—

(1) opportunities to use such technologies
to improve outcomes and reduce recovery
times; and

(2) the effect of the use of such tech-
nologies on military readiness.

AMENDMENT NO. 250 OFFERED BY MS. SCHOLTEN

OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle B of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . STUDY TO EVALUATE ALTERNATIVE
MATERIALS AND EMERGING HULL
TECHNOLOGIES WITH RESPECT TO
NAVAL VESSELS.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall
conduct a study to evaluate the use of alter-
native materials and emerging hull tech-
nologies with respect to naval vessels, which
shall include a determination of whether any
such materials or technologies improve—

(1) durability;

(2) fuel efficiency;

(3) operational readiness; or

(4) resilience against extreme weather con-
ditions.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Armed Services
of the Senate a report detailing the results
of the study conducted under subsection (a).
AMENDMENT NO. 251 OFFERED BY MS. SCHOLTEN

OF MICHIGAN

Add at the end of title XTI of division A the
following:
SEC. 11 . REPORT ON WORKFORCE SHORT-
AGES AMONG AVIATION MAINTE-
NANCE TECHNICIANS SUPPORTING
MILITARY AIRCRAFT AND MAINTE-
NANCE.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall assess workforce shortages
among aviation maintenance technicians
supporting military aircraft and mainte-
nance and submit a report on such assess-
ment to the congressional defense commit-
tees.

AMENDMENT NO. 252 OFFERED BY MS. SCHOLTEN

OF MICHIGAN

Page 952, after line 25, insert the following
new section:

SEC.10  STUDY ON TOOL AND DIE CASTING IN-
DUSTRY.

The Secretary of Defense shall conduct a
study assessing the condition of the tool and
die casting industry in the United States
during fiscal year 2026, including—

(1) how many tool and die casting facilities
in the United States opened during such fis-
cal year;

(2) how many such facilities closed during
such fiscal year;

(3) the economic impact of the tool and die
casting industry in the United States;
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(4) any shortage in the tool and die casting
workforce in the United States;

(5) development opportunities for such
workforce; and

(6) other opportunities to increase tool and
die casting capabilities in the United States.
AMENDMENT NO. 253 OFFERED BY MS. SCHOLTEN

OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following:
SEC. 7 STUDY ON USE OF ROUTINE
NEUROIMAGING MODALITIES IN DI-
AGNOSIS, TREATMENT, AND PRE-
VENTION OF BRAIN INJURY DUE TO
BLAST PRESSURE EXPOSURE DUR-
ING COMBAT AND TRAINING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct a study on the feasibility and
effectiveness of the use of routine
neuroimaging modalities in the diagnosis,
treatment, and prevention of brain injury
among members of the Armed Forces due to
one or more blast pressure exposures during
combat and training.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives an interim re-
port on the methods and action plan for the
study under subsection (a).

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than two
years after the date on which the Secretary
begins the study under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report on the results of
such study.

AMENDMENT NO. 254 OFFERED BY MS. SCHOLTEN
OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle C of title XXVIII,
add the following new section:

SEC. 28 . STUDY ON CONSTRUCTION OF CHILD
DEVELOPMENT CENTERS.

The Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a rec-
ommendation for a strategy for military
construction projects for a sufficient number
of child development centers (as defined in
section 2871 of title 10, United States Code)
as necessary to eliminate wait lists for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces seeking childcare
at such child development centers.

AMENDMENT NO. 255 OFFERED BY MS.
SCHWEIKERT OF ARIZONA

At the end of subtitle A of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . USE OF TECHNOLOGY USING ARTIFI-
CIAL INTELLIGENCE TO FACILITATE
AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATE-
MENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026.

(a) USE OF AI TECHNOLOGY FOR AUDITS.—
The Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
the Army, the Secretary of the Navy, and
the Secretary of the Air Force shall encour-
age, to the greatest extent practicable, the
use of technology that uses artificial intel-
ligence or machine learning for the purpose
of facilitating audits of the financial state-
ments of the Department of Defense.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF Al TECHNOLOGY FOR
AUDITS.—The Director of the Chief Digital
and Artificial Intelligence Office of the De-
partment, in coordination with the Under
Secretary of Defense for Research and Engi-
neering and the Inspector General of the De-
partment, shall oversee the adoption of arti-
ficial intelligence and machine learning
technologies in support of financial manage-
ment and enterprise business operations.

AMENDMENT NO. 256 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

In title XVI, add at the end the following
new subtitle:
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Subtitle F—Matters Relating to Adversary
Supply Chains
SEC. 16 . STRATEGY FOR DISRUPTION OF AD-
VERSARY DEFENSE-INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLY CHAINS.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than
March 1, 2027, and annually after through
March 1, 2032, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees and the congressional intelligence com-
mittees a strategy for identifying and dis-
rupting foreign supply chains supporting the
defense-industrial production capacity of
peer adversaries.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) Identification of critical foreign depend-
encies supporting the production by such ad-
versaries of threat systems, including—

(A) artillery systems;

(B) ammunition;

(C) missile systems;

(D) armored vehicle systems;

(E) Command, Control, Communications,
Computers, Cyber, Intelligence, Surveil-
lance, Reconnaissance, and Targeting
(C5ISRT) systems;

(F) chemical and biological weapons of
mass destruction (CBWMD) systems;

(G) advanced kinetic and mnon-kinetic
weapon systems; and

(H) unmanned systems.

(2) An assessment of vulnerabilities associ-
ated with reliance by such adversaries on
goods and infrastructure, including—

(A) imported raw materials;

(B) specialized metallurgy;

(C) precision machine tools;

(D) artificial intelligence enablers;

(E) energy infrastructure;

(F) big data analytics;

(G) propellant precursors; and

(H) transportation infrastructure.

(3) An identification of opportunities for
coordination with allies and partners regard-
ing disruption of adversary supply chains, in-
cluding—

(A) export controls;

(B) supply-chain monitoring;

(C) sanctions enforcement; and

(D) industrial security cooperation.

(4) Recommendations for improving the
support provided by the Department of De-
fense to interagency efforts to monitor and
disrupt adversary defense-industrial supply
chains.
SEC. 16 . DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL

LIGENCE INTEGRATION CELL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director of the
Defense Intelligence Agency shall establish a
Defense Industrial Intelligence Integration
Cell (in this section referred to as the
“Cell”).

(b) DUTIES.—The duties performed by the
Cell shall include—

(1) mapping the defense-industrial supply
chains of adversaries;

(2) assessing vulnerabilities within the
military production networks of adversaries;

(3) supporting operational planning of the
combatant commands relating to industrial
disruption;

(4) supporting interagency analysis of ex-
port controls and sanctions; and

(b) assessing foreign dependency risks asso-
ciated with adversary weapons production.

(c) COORDINATION.—The Cell shall coordi-
nate with entities including—

(1) the Office of Foreign Assets Control of
the Department of the Treasury;

(2) the Bureau of Industry and Security of
the Department of Commerce;

(3) the Defense Technology Security Ad-
ministration;

(4) the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency;

(5) the Department of State;
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(6) the Department of Energy;

(7) the Federal Bureau of Investigation;
and

(8) appropriate allied and partner intel-
ligence organizations.

SEC. 16 . ASSESSMENT OF ADVERSARY ARTIL-
LERY AND MUNITIONS PRODUCTION
CAPACITY.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than
March 1, 2027, and annually thereafter
through March 1, 2032, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report assessing the pro-
duction capacity and capabilities of adver-
sary artillery, long-range strike systems, un-
manned aerial systems, and missile systems.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required
by subsection (a) shall include—

(1) estimated annual production capacity
for artillery systems, ammunition, and long
range strike systems;

(2) assessment of adversary barrel replace-
ment capacity;

(3) identification of foreign material de-
pendencies associated with artillery and
long-range strike system production;

(4) assessment of transportation and logis-
tics constraints affecting production and dis-
tribution; and

(6) implications for United States and al-
lied operational planning.

AMENDMENT NO. 257 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

Add at the end of subtitle B of title XVI
the following new section:

SEC. 16 . PROTECTION OF IDENTITIES OF CER-
TAIN MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES WHO ARE SPECIAL OPERA-
TORS OR PERFORM SENSITIVE AC-
TIVITIES.

(a) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Section 601 of the
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3121)
is amended as follows:

(1) In subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘a covert agent’” and in-
serting ‘‘a covert agent or protected defense
individual’;

(B) by striking ‘‘identifying such covert
agent’” and inserting ‘‘identifying such cov-
ert agent or such protected defense indi-
vidual’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘identifies such covert
agent’ and inserting ‘‘identifies such covert
agent or such protected defense individual’’;
and

(D) by inserting after ‘“United States,” the
following: ‘‘or that the United States is tak-
ing affirmative measures to conceal such in-
dividual’s service in a sensitive unit or par-
ticipation in a Department of Defense sen-
sitive activity,”.

(2) In subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘a covert agent and” and
inserting ‘‘a covert agent or protected de-
fense individual and’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘identifying such covert
agent’ and inserting ‘‘identifying such cov-
ert agent or such protected defense indi-
vidual’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘identifies such covert
agent’ and inserting ‘‘identifies such covert
agent or such protected defense individual’’;
and

(D) by inserting after ‘“United States,” the
following: ‘‘or that the United States is tak-
ing affirmative measures to conceal such
protected defense individual’s service in a
sensitive unit or participation in a Depart-
ment of Defense sensitive activity,”.

(3) In subsection (¢)—

(A) by striking ‘‘covert agents’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘covert agents or protected defense indi-
viduals’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘as a covert agent’ and in-
serting ‘‘as a covert agent or protected de-
fense individual’’; and

(C) by inserting after ‘‘to the United
States,” the following: ‘“‘or that the United
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States is taking affirmative measures to
conceal such individual’s service in a sen-
sitive unit or participation in a Department
of Defense sensitive activity,”.

(b) DEFENSES AND EXCEPTIONS.—Section 602
of such Act (50 U.S.C. 3122) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘It is a defense to a pros-
ecution under section 601’ and inserting ‘(1)
With respect to a prosecution under section
601 relating to the identity of a covert agent,
it is a defense’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) With respect to a prosecution under
section 601 relating to the identity of a pro-
tected defense individual, it is a defense be-
fore the commission of the offense with
which the defendant is charged, the United
States had publicly acknowledged or re-
vealed that the individual, in the course of
serving in the Armed Forces, served in a sen-
sitive unit or participated in a Department
of Defense sensitive activity.”’;

(2) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘or pro-
tected defense individuals’” after ‘‘covert
agents’’; and

(3) in subsection (d), by inserting after ‘“‘to
disclose information that solely identifies
himself as a covert agent’ the following: ‘‘or
as an individual who, in the course of serving
in the Armed Forces or being employed by
the Department of Defense, served in a sen-
sitive unit or participated in a Department
of Defense sensitive activity’’.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—Section 605 of such Act
(50 U.S.C. 3126) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraphs:

‘“(11) The term ‘protected defense indi-
vidual’ means the following:

“(A) A member of the special operations
forces of the Armed Forces serving in a sen-
sitive unit.

“(B) A member of the Armed Forces or ci-
vilian personnel of the Department of De-
fense who is serving in a sensitive unit or
who participates in a sensitive activity.

‘“(12) The term ‘sensitive activity’ has the
meaning given the term ‘Department of De-
fense sensitive activity’ in section 130g of
title 10, United States.

‘(13) The term ‘sensitive unit’ has the
meaning given that term in section 130b of
title 10, United States Code.”".

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 601 of
the National Security Act of 1947 (560 U.S.C.
3121) is amended in the heading by adding at
the end the following: ‘‘, AND CERTAIN OTHER
INDIVIDUALS” (and by conforming the table of
contents at the beginning of such Act ac-
cordingly).

AMENDMENT NO. 258 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

Add at the end of subtitle E of title XVIII,
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHEDULE V
FOR VETERAN EMPLOYMENT RE-
PORTING BY DEFENSE CONTRAC-
TORS.

Chapter 367 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§4755. Schedule V for veteran employment
reporting by defense contractors

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall develop and implement a stand-
ardized disclosure schedule, to be known as
‘Schedule V’, to be included in the terms of
award of any contract, subcontract, or
grant—

‘(1) where the estimated annual value of
such contract, subcontract, or grant is great-
er than or equal to $20,000,000; or

‘(2) if the awardee of such contract, sub-
contract, or grant has an average annual
revenue greater than or equal to
$1,000,000,000.
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“(b) DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS.—An
awardee of a contract, subcontract, or grant
described in subsection (a) shall, on an an-
nual basis, disclose on Schedule V veteran
employment and retention date, including—

‘(1) the number of veterans hired annually
for the previous three years;

‘“(2) the number of those veterans retained
12 and 24 months after initial hire date; and

‘“(3) a summary of the awardee’s veteran
retention initiatives, if any.

‘“(c) SUBCONTRACTING AND INDIRECT VEN-
DORS.—The Secretary shall ensure Schedule
V requirements apply, to the greatest extent
practicable, to an indirect supplier or sub-
contractor of an awardee, where such sup-
plier or subcontractor is performing a work
under the awardee’s contract, subcontract,
or grant with estimated annual value greater
than or equal to $20,000,000 or with an aver-
age annual revenue greater than or equal to
$1,000,000,000.

“(d) PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY.—The disclo-
sures required under subsection (c) shall be
submitted to the relevant contracting officer
or grant officer and made publicly available
through the Federal Procurement Data Sys-
tem or another centralized Government
database designated by the Secretary.

‘‘(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall
issue regulations to implement this section
not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this section. These regulations
may include exemptions for small business
concerns (as defined under section 3 of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632)) and flexi-
bilities for pilot implementation of the re-
quirements of this section.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 259 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle B of title IV, add the
following new section:

SEC. 4 . REMOVAL OF END STRENGTH LIMITA-
TION FOR NATIONAL GUARD SUP-
PORT FOR COUNTERDRUG ACTIVI-
TIES.

Section 112 of title 32, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (e); and

(2) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsections (g) and (h), respectively.

AMENDMENT NO. 260 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

Page 278, after line 11, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 5 . CONTINUATION IN OFFICE OF VICE
CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL GUARD
BUREAU WHEN NECESSARY TO EN-
SURE LEADERSHIP CONTINUITY.

(a) EXTENSION OF TERM WHEN POSITION OF
CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU IS
VACANT.—Section 10505(a)(3) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (B)”’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraphs
(B) and (C)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) If upon the date on which the term of
the Vice Chief of the National Guard Bureau
would otherwise expire the position of Chief
of the National Guard Bureau is vacant and
a replacement for the position of Vice Chief
of the National Guard Bureau has not been
confirmed by the Senate, the term of the
Vice Chief of the National Guard Bureau
shall be extended until the date on which the
Senate has confirmed a nominee for either
position.”.

(b) INCLUSION AS A MEMBER OF THE JOINT
REQUIREMENTS OVERSIGHT COUNCIL.—Section
181 of such title is amended—

(1) in subsection (c¢)(1), by adding at the
end the following new subparagraph:

‘(&) The Vice Chief of the National Guard
Bureau.”’; and

(2) in subsection (d), by striking paragraph
4.
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AMENDMENT NO. 261 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN
SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of title IX, add the following:

SEC. 9 . COAST GUARD INPUT TO THE JOINT
REQUIREMENTS OVERSIGHT COUN-
CIL.

Section 181(d) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘(6) INPUT FROM COMMANDANT OF COAST
GUARD.—The Council shall seek, and strongly
consider, the views of the Commandant of
the Coast Guard regarding Coast Guard capa-
bilities in support of national defense.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 262 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN
SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the
following new section:
SEC. 10 . AUTHORITY TO MAINTAIN DEPART-
MENT OF THE NAVY LIBRARY.
Chapter 803 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§8030. Department of the Navy: library

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the
Navy may maintain in the Department of
the Navy a library as a centralized institu-
tion dedicated to preserving, curating, and
providing access to historical records, tech-
nical documents, and educational resources
pertinent to the mission and heritage of the
Department of the Navy.

‘“(b) MISSION.—The mission of a library
maintained under this section shall include
the following:

‘(1) Collecting and preserving naval histor-
ical records, manuscripts, artifacts, and pub-
lications.

‘(2) Supporting research, education, and
training for historians, the general public,
and personnel of the Department of the
Navy.

‘“(3) Enhancing the institutional knowl-
edge and operational readiness of the Depart-
ment of the Navy through access to tech-
nical, strategic, operational, and doctrinal
resources.

‘“(4) Promoting public understanding of the
contributions of the Navy and Marine Corps
to national defense and maritime history.

‘() Supporting such other missions, func-
tions, activities, and requirements of the De-
partment of the Navy as the Secretary of the
Navy considers appropriate.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 263 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN
SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle B of title X, insert
the following new section:

SEC. 10 . SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
NAMING AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER
AFTER THE UNITED STATES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) The first USS United States was one of
the original six frigates authorized by the
Naval Act of 1794, launched in 1797. It saw ac-
tion in the Quasi-War with France and the
War of 1812.

(2) In addition to the frigate, there was a
proposed Civil War ironclad that never got
built, and the aircraft carrier USS United
States (CVA-58) was canceled in 1949.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of the Navy
should name an aircraft carrier USS United
States.

AMENDMENT NO. 264 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN
SCOTT OF GEORGIA
At the end of title IX, add the following:
SEC. 9 . ELIGIBILITY OF CHIEF OF THE NA-
TIONAL GUARD BUREAU FOR AP-
POINTMENT AS CHAIRMAN OF THE
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF.
Section 152(b)(1)(B) of title 10, United
States Code, as amended by section 902 of

fol-
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this title, is further amended by striking ‘‘or
the Commandant of the Coast Guard” and
inserting ‘‘the Commandant of the Coast
Guard, or the Chief of the National Guard
Bureau’.

AMENDMENT NO. 265 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle B of title VI, add the

following new section:

SEC. 6__ . PROHIBITION ON CHARGING MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES FOR
MEALS WHILE SERVING ON NAVAL
VESSELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 402 of title 37,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (i) as sub-
section (j); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(j) PROHIBITION ON CHARGING MEMBERS OF
THE ARMED FORCES FOR MEALS WHILE SERV-
ING ON NAVAL VESSELS.—A member of the
armed forces assigned to duty on a naval ves-
sel of the United States shall not be required
to pay any charge for meals provided to the
member while the vessel is underway or de-
ployed from the homeport of the vessel.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
October 1, 2026, and apply to meals provided
to a member of the Armed Forces on or after
that date.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) and the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
SMITH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I have no speakers on this en bloc
package.

Mr. Chairman, I urge support of the
package, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I, too, urge support of the en bloc, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendments en bloc offered by
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS).

The en bloc amendments were agreed
to.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR.

ROGERS OF ALABAMA

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
pursuant to House Resolution 1438, I
offer amendments en bloc.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 5 consisting
of amendment Nos. 266, 267, 268, 269, 270,
271, 272, 273, 274, 275, 276, 277, 278, 279,
280, 281, 282, 283, 284, 285, 286, 287, 288,
289, 290, 291, 292, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297,
298, 299, 300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306,
307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, 313, 314, 315,
317, 318, 319, and 320 printed in part A of
House Report 119-755, offered by Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama:

AMENDMENT NO. 266 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

Add at the end of subtitle G of title

XXVIII, the following new section:

SEC. 28 . REPORT ON BIOLOGICAL READINESS

OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS

UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than

March 31, 2027, the commanding officer of the

United States Army Installation Manage-
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ment Command shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the
readiness of military installations under the
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Army to
detect, respond to, mitigate, and sustain op-
erations during biological threat conditions.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report shall include—

(1) an assessment of current biological de-
tection, warning, mitigation, emergency re-
sponse, and continuity-of-operations capa-
bilities at military installations under the
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Army;

(2) an assessment of the extent to which bi-
ological resilience has been incorporated
into installation readiness, force protection,
emergency management, continuity-of-oper-
ations, and facility operations plans;

(3) an assessment of capability gaps, re-
source constraints, policy barriers, and ac-
quisition challenges affecting installation bi-
ological readiness;

(4) an assessment of opportunities to em-
ploy commercial and other mature tech-
nologies, including air monitoring, filtra-
tion, treatment, detection, and facility-level
warning systems, to improve biological secu-
rity and resilience; and

(5) a five-year implementation and budget
plan for improving biological readiness
across military installations under the juris-
diction of the Secretary of the Army, includ-
ing consideration of ASHRAE Standard 241
titled ‘““‘Control of Infectious Aerosols” and
related commercial best practices.

(¢c) FORM.—The report shall be submitted
in both classified and unclassified forms.

AMENDMENT NO. 267 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

In title XV, subtitle A, add at the end the
following new section:

SEC. 15 . REPORT ON INTEGRATION OF COM-
MERCIAL CYBER CAPABILITIES INTO
THE JOINT CYBER WARFIGHTING
ARCHITECTURE.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than
March 1, 2027, the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Cyber Policy, in coordination with
the Commander of the United States Cyber
Command, shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report on the integra-
tion of commercial cyber capabilities into
the Joint Cyber Warfighting Architecture.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of actions taken by
United States Cyber Command to incor-
porate commercial technologies and capa-
bilities into operational cyber activities.

(2) An assessment of the role of commer-
cially developed capabilities, including the
PATHFINDER initiative, in supporting tar-
geting, access, operational agility, and other
offensive cyber mission requirements.

(3) An assessment of how commercially de-
veloped capabilities may complement, en-
hance, or be integrated into the Joint Cyber
Warfighting Architecture.

(4) A description of any challenges, limita-
tions, or barriers to the integration of com-
mercial cyber capabilities into operational
cyber architectures and activities.

(5) A detailed accounting of planned fund-
ing for commercially developed cyber capa-
bilities, including capabilities associated
with the PATHFINDER initiative, across the
future-years defense program, identified by
appropriation account, budget activity, pro-
gram element, and, where applicable, project
line.

(6) Any recommendations for improving
the integration and operational employment
of commercially developed cyber capabilities
within the Department of Defense.

AMENDMENT NO. 268 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle D of title XVI, add

the following new section:
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. REPORT ON MODERNIZATION OF THE
AEGIS ASHORE MISSILE DEFENSE
SITE AT DEVESSELU, ROMANIA.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commander of the United States
European Command shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
options to modernize the missile defense ca-
pabilities of the Aegis Ashore site located in
Deveselu, Romania.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of requirements to im-
prove the capability of the site to defend
against advanced ballistic missile threats.

(2) An assessment of requirements to im-
prove the capability of the site to defend
against maneuvering and hypersonic missile
threats.

(3) An assessment of options for inte-
grating counter-unmanned aircraft systems
capabilities.

(4) An assessment of options for advanced
sensing, tracking, and command-and-control
capabilities.

(56) An assessment of force protection re-
quirements and enhancement options for the
site.

(6) An assessment of opportunities to im-
prove integration with regional air and mis-
sile defense architectures.

(7) An assessment of opportunities for
greater cooperation with Romania relating
to infrastructure, logistics, force protection,
training, sustainment, and other host-nation
support requirements associated with the
continued operation and modernization of
the site.

(8) An assessment of estimated costs, im-
plementation timelines, and operational ben-
efits associated with any modernization op-
tion identified in the report.

(9) Any other matter the Secretary of De-
fense determines appropriate to improve the
effectiveness, survivability, readiness, or
interoperability of the Aegis Ashore site.

AMENDMENT NO. 269 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle D of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 . JOINT SPECIAL OPERATIONS UNIVER-

SITY.

Chapter 108 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after section 2165
the following new section:

“§2166. Joint Special Operations University
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is a Joint

Special Operations University in the Depart-

ment of Defense.

‘“(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Joint Special Oper-
ations University shall—

‘(1) provide relevant joint special oper-
ation-peculiar education programs that
strengthen the impact of special operations
on the armed forces and the United States;

‘(2) provide joint special operation-pecu-
liar staff education and development pro-
grams tailored to the needs of joint special
operations forces headquarters and com-
manders;

‘(3) provide education and academic ena-
bling programs required for special oper-
ations mission and activities for which no
solution exists in an armed force to address
critical special operations knowledge gaps;

‘‘(4) provide accredited graduate-level pro-
grams, professional military education, and
specialized short courses for special oper-
ations forces of the armed forces and associ-
ated personnel;

‘(6) conduct and coordinate research and
analysis on the full range of special oper-
ations activities to inform Department of
Defense policy and strategy:;

‘(6) serve as a hub for collaboration with
academic institutions, allied countries, and

SEC. 16
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interagency partners to advance special op-

erations capabilities;

‘(T provide outreach and education to en-
hance understanding of special operations
roles within the Department of Defense and
the Federal Government; and

‘(8) provide input to service and joint pro-
fessional military education institutions to
ensure special operations capabilities and ac-
tivities are incorporated into curricula and
courses.

“(c) ADMINISTRATION.—(1) Subject to the
authority, direction, and control of the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Special Op-
erations and Low-Intensity Conflict, the
Commander of United States Special Oper-
ations Command shall oversee the Joint Spe-
cial Operations University.

‘(2) The Commander of United States Spe-
cial Operations Command shall appoint a
President of the Joint Special Operations
University, who shall be a senior officer of
the armed forces or a civilian with expertise
in special operations and education, to man-
age the operations and academic programs of
the Joint Special Operations University.” .

AMENDMENT NO. 270 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . NAVAL CONSTRUCTION FORCE READ-

INESS AND CONTESTED LOGISTICS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 807 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
at the end the following:

“§ 8064. Naval construction force
prepositioned equipment and readiness re-
quirements
‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—The Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff shall provide a Report

to Congress on Combatant Commander re-

quirements for Naval Construction Force to
support contested logistics and expedi-
tionary infrastructure requirements.

“(b) ELEMENTS.—The requirement under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

‘(1) Identification of mission requirements
by combatant command.

¢“(2) Current and future force structure and
capability mix.

““(3) Integration with joint logistics, the-
ater opening, and expeditionary basing oper-
ations.

‘“(4) Infrastructure and equipment require-
ments.

‘(b)) Identified capability gaps.

“§8065. Naval construction force equipment
and personnel readiness requirements
‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than March

1, 2027, the Secretary of the Navy shall pro-

vide a brief/report to Congress on Naval Con-

struction Force support to combatant com-
manders, to include:

‘(1) Theater-aligned, prepositioned expedi-
tionary construction equipment sets to en-
able the rapid employment of the Naval Con-
struction Force in support of combatant
command operational requirements.

‘(2) A comprehensive baseline and recapi-
talization plan for Civil Engineer Support
Equipment and other mission-essential
equipment of the Naval Construction Force.

“(3) An assessment of the mobilization
readiness of the reserve component of the
Naval Construction Force.

“(b) ELEMENTS.—The requirement under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

‘(1) Identification of priority geographic
locations for such equipment.

‘(2) Equipment configurations necessary
to support—

““(A) expeditionary airfield damage repair;

‘“(B) austere port and waterfront repair;

“(C) fuel, water, and power generation sys-
tems; and

“(D) expeditionary basing and logistics
node establishment.
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““(3) Defined readiness standards, including
equipment availability, serviceability, and
deployment timelines.

‘“(4) Integration with strategic mobility
and sealift requirements.

‘“(5) Identification of capability gaps and
associated resource requirements.
‘(6) Recapitalization and

Metrics—

““(A) inventory age, condition, and service
life data;

‘“(B) mission-capable rates and readiness
trends;

‘“(C) identification of high-risk equipment
categories affecting readiness;

‘(D) a prioritized recapitalization schedule
with cost estimates; and

‘“(E) identification of supply chain and
sustainment risks.

‘(7Y Reserve Component
Readiness elements—

‘“(A) time required to achieve mission-
ready status upon mobilization;

‘(B) availability of equipment upon activa-
tion;

‘“(C) training equivalency between active
and reserve units;

‘(D) reliance on cross-leveling of personnel
and equipment; and

‘“(E) barriers to rapid deployment.

“(8) A plan to reduce mobilization
timelines and improve readiness.

‘“(c) ANNUAL UPDATES.—The Secretary of
the Navy shall submit an annual update to
the congressional defense committees on—

‘(1) the requirements under subsection (a);

‘“(2) specific shortfalls and associated fund-
ing requirements; and

‘“(3) alignment with Combatant Com-
mander Naval Construction Force require-
ments.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for chapter 807 of such title is
amended by inserting at the end the fol-
lowing new items:
¢‘8064. Naval construction force prepositioned

equipment and readiness re-
quirements.

‘‘8065. Naval construction force equipment
and personnel readiness re-
quirements.”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 271 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle B of title X, add the

following new section:

Readiness

Mobilization

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON NAMING A FU-
TURE NAVAL VESSEL USS SHANGRI-

LA.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing:

(1) The April 18, 1942, Doolittle Raid
against the Japanese homeland was one of
the most daring and consequential oper-
ations of World War II, demonstrating Amer-
ican resolve during a critical period of the
war.

(2) Following the raid, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, when asked where the aircraft
had originated, famously replied that they
had come from ‘‘Shangri-La’’, a reference
that helped protect operational security and
became permanently associated with the
raid and its participants.

(3) The Secretary of the Navy subsequently
named the aircraft carrier USS Shangri-La
(CV-38), which served with distinction during
World War II, the Cold War, and the Vietnam
War.

(4) The legacy of the Doolittle Raiders,
USS Shangri-La (CV-38), and the generations
of sailors and aviators who served aboard
that vessel represents an enduring example
of courage, innovation, and determination in
the defense of the United States.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of the Navy
should give favorable consideration to nam-
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ing a future naval vessel USS Shangri-La in
honor of the Doolittle Raiders and the proud
service of USS Shangri-La (CV-38).

AMENDMENT NO. 272 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN
SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . UNITED STATES-POLAND SPECIAL
OPERATIONS COOPERATION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a United States-Poland
Special Operations Cooperation Program.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Program
shall be to enhance cooperation between the
special operations forces of the United
States and the Republic of Poland through
the development, integration, and exchange
of knowledge, doctrine, training, and oper-
ational lessons related to—

(1) special operations;

(2) irregular warfare;

(3) unconventional warfare;

(4) support to territorial defense forces;

(5) countering hybrid warfare activities;

(6) operations in contested environments;
and

(7) lessons learned from contemporary
armed conflicts relevant to such activities.

(c) ACTIVITIES.—The Program may include
the following activities:

(1) Development and dissemination of doc-
trine, concepts, tactics, techniques, and pro-
cedures.

(2) Collection, analysis, and publication of
operational lessons learned.

(3) Joint training, seminars, workshops,
and professional military education activi-
ties.

(4) Operational experimentation and as-
sessments of emerging technologies applica-
ble to special operations missions.

(56) Exchanges of military personnel,
structors, and subject matter experts.

(6) Such other activities as the Secretary
of Defense determines necessary to carry out
the purposes of the Program.

AMENDMENT NO. 273 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN
SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . REPORT ON MOLDOVA AIRSPACE DE-
FENSE REQUIREMENTS AND OP-
TIONS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than
March 1, 2027, the Commander of United
States European Command shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a re-
port on options to support the development
of the territorial airspace awareness and de-
fensive capabilities of the Republic of
Moldova using existing Department of De-
fense security cooperation authorities.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the current air sur-
veillance, counter-unmanned aircraft sys-
tem, and short-range air defense capabilities
of the Republic of Moldova, including identi-
fied capability gaps and operational short-
falls.

(2) An assessment of options to improve
Moldova’s airspace awareness through radar
coverage, sensor networks, communications
infrastructure, and command-and-control ca-
pabilities.

(3) An assessment of training, personnel,
sustainment, and institutional requirements
associated with potential security coopera-
tion activities to enhance Moldova’s airspace
awareness and defensive capabilities.

(4) A description of feasible support activi-
ties that could be conducted under existing
Department of Defense authorities, includ-
ing section 333 of title 10, United States
Code, military exercises, training activities,

in-
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the State Partnership Program, and other
applicable security cooperation programs.

(5) An assessment of opportunities for co-
ordination with allies and partners to sup-
port Moldova’s airspace awareness and defen-
sive capabilities.

(6) A description of any additional authori-
ties the Secretary of Defense determines
may be necessary to improve support for the
development of Moldova’s airspace aware-
ness and defensive capabilities.

(¢) ForM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 274 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 1 . MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-
ITY FOR ARMORED MULTI-PURPOSE
VEHICLES.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCURE-
MENT.—Subject to section 3501 of title 10,
United States Code, the Secretary of the
Army may enter into one or more multiyear
contracts, beginning with the fiscal year 2027
program year, for the procurement of ar-
mored multipurpose vehicles.

(b) CONDITION FOR OUT-YEAR CONTRACT
PAYMENTS.—A contract entered into under
subsection (a) shall provide that any obliga-
tion of the United States to make a payment
under the contract for a fiscal year after fis-
cal year 2027 is subject to the availability of
appropriations or funds for that purpose for
such later fiscal year.

(c) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCURE-
MENT.—The Secretary of the Army may
enter into one or more contracts, beginning
in fiscal year 2028, for advance procurement
associated with the vehicles for which au-
thorization to enter into a multiyear pro-
curement contract is provided under sub-
section (a), which may include procurement
of economic order quantities of material and
equipment for such vehicles when cost sav-
ings are achievable.

AMENDMENT NO. 275 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle C of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC. 1 . MINIMUM INVENTORY OF P-8A POSEI-
DON AIRCRAFT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Navy shall ensure that the total number of
P-8A Poseidon aircraft in the inventory of
the Navy is not less than 136 aircraft.

(b) AUTHORITY TO INCREASE PLANNED PRO-
CUREMENT.—Beginning on October 1, 2026, the
Secretary of the Navy may increase the total
planned procurement of P-8A Poseidon air-
craft to beyond 136 aircraft.

(c) LIMITATION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for the Department of
Defense may be obligated or expended to re-
tire, divest, transfer to a nonoperational sta-
tus, place in storage, prepare for retirement,
or otherwise reduce the total active inven-
tory of P-8A Poseidon aircraft below the
number specified in subsection (a).

(d) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
waive the limitation under subsection (c) if
the Secretary certifies to the congressional
defense committees that—

(1) the reduction is required due to the loss
of an aircraft through combat, accident, or
other unforeseen circumstance; and

(2) the reduction will not materially de-
grade the ability of the Navy to conduct
maritime patrol, antisubmarine warfare,
antisurface warfare, intelligence, surveil-
lance, reconnaissance, and fleet support mis-
sions.

AMENDMENT NO. 276 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle A of title XVII, add

the following new section:
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SEC. 17 . EXTENSION OF SPECIAL EMERGENCY
PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY TO SPE-

CIAL OPERATIONS PROCUREMENT.
(a) COVERAGE OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS

FORCES.—Section 1903 of title 41, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘(d) SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES PROCURE-
MENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The authorities provided
in subsections (b) and (c¢c) apply with respect
to a procurement of property or services that
are to be used for operations and activities of
special operations forces.

“(2) APPLICABILITY OF OVERSEAS THRESH-
oLDs.—For the purposes of this section—

‘“(A) a contract to be awarded with respect
to such a procurement shall be deemed to be
awarded and performed outside of the United
States; and

‘(B) a purchase to be made under such a
procurement shall be deemed to be made
outside of the United States.

‘“(3) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘special operations forces’ has the
meaning given such term in section 167(j) of
title 10.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection
(b) of such section is amended by inserting
“or (d)” after ‘‘subsection (a)”.

AMENDMENT NO. 277 OFFERED BY MR. AUSTIN

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

At the end of subtitle D of title I, add the
following new section:

SEC.1 . LIMITATION ON RETIREMENT OF E-11
BATTLEFIELD AIRBORNE COMMU-
NICATIONS NODE AIRCRAFT.

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made avail-
able for fiscal year 2027 for the Department
of the Air Force may be obligated or ex-
pended to retire, divest, place in storage,
transfer to nonoperational status, or prepare
for retirement any E-11 Battlefield Airborne
Communications Node aircraft.

AMENDMENT NO. 278 OFFERED BY MR. SELF OF

TEXAS

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 12 . ANNUAL REPORT ON SPACE CAPA-
BILITIES OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter through the date
that is three years after the date of submis-
sion of the first report under this subsection,
the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of Commerce shall jointly submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on covered space capabilities of the People’s
Republic of China.

(b) ForM.—Each report under subsection
(a) shall be submitted in unclassified form,
but may include a classified annex.

(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Not later than
the date on which the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of Commerce submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report under subsection (a), the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Commerce
shall jointly make the unclassified portion
of the report publicly available on websites
of the Department of Defense and the De-
partment of Commerce.

(d) CONTENTS.—Each report under sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An inventory of covered space capabili-
ties of the People’s Republic of China, in-
cluding a description, to the extent prac-
ticable, of capabilities of PRC-affiliated enti-
ties relating to the following:

(A) Launch systems, including space
launch vehicles, launch sites, and launch
support infrastructure.

(B) Satellites and spacecraft,
for—

including
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(i) intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance;

(ii) navigation and positioning; and

(iii) communications.

(C) Space stations and human spaceflight
capabilities.

(D) Ground systems, including command
and control, tracking, telemetry, and data
receiving and processing.

(2) An assessment of the readiness of the
covered space capabilities described in para-
graph (1), including an assessment of oper-
ational status, surge capacity, sustainment,
resiliency, and the ability to support mili-
tary and civil missions.

(3) An assessment of counterspace capabili-
ties of the People’s Republic of China, in-
cluding capabilities of PRC-affiliated enti-
ties relating to the following:

(A) Kinetic and nonkinetic antisatellite
capabilities.

(B) Electronic warfare, including jamming
and spoofing.

(C) Cyber capabilities affecting space sys-
tems, ground systems, and associated net-
works.

(D) Rendezvous and proximity operations
and other capabilities that could be used to
interfere with or degrade the operation of
spacecraft.

(4) An assessment of the space industrial
base and space-related supply chains of the
People’s Republic of China, including signifi-
cant dependencies, chokepoints, and con-
straints.

(56) An assessment of pathways by which
the People’s Republic of China and PRC-af-
filiated entities acquire space-related tech-
nology, expertise, components, and services,
including through licit and illicit means.

(6) A description of material changes dur-
ing the one-year period preceding the date of
the report in the covered space capabilities,
readiness, counterspace capabilities, indus-
trial base, and technology acquisition path-
ways described in paragraphs (1) through (5).

(7) If the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Commerce include a classified
annex under subsection (b), such annex shall
include additional information the Secre-
taries determine appropriate, including in-
formation necessary to describe capabilities,
readiness, or intent with greater specificity,
consistent with the protection of sources and
methods.

(e) CONSULTATION.—In preparing each re-
port under subsection (a), the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Commerce
shall consult with the Director of National
Intelligence and the heads of other Federal
departments and agencies the Secretaries de-
termine appropriate.

(f) SUBMISSION OF CLASSIFIED ANNEX.—The
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Commerce shall submit any classified annex
included with a report under subsection (b)
only to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, and shall submit such annex in ac-
cordance with applicable congressional and
executive branch procedures for the handling
of classified information.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means the following:

(A) The Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives.

(B) The Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate.

(C) The Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(D) The Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate.

(E) The Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives.

(F) The Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate.

(2) The term ‘‘control” means the power,
directly or indirectly, whether exercised or
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exercisable, to determine, direct, or decide
important matters affecting an entity.

(3) The term ‘‘covered space capabilities”
means space-related capabilities, systems,
infrastructure, or services, whether civil or
military, relating to launch, satellites and
spacecraft, space stations and human
spaceflight, intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance, navigation and positioning,
communications, or ground systems.

(4) The term ‘“‘People’s Republic of China’
includes the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China, the Chinese Communist
Party, and the People’s Liberation Army.

(6) The term ‘PRC-affiliated entity”
means any entity, wherever organized or op-
erating, that—

(A) is organized under the laws of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including the laws of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion or the Macao Special Administrative
Region;

(B) is owned or controlled by one or more
PRC persons, the Government of the People’s
Republic of China, the Chinese Communist
Party, or the People’s Liberation Army; or

(C) acts on behalf of, at the direction of, or
for the benefit of the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Chinese Com-
munist Party, or the People’s Liberation
Army.

(6) The term ‘‘PRC person’’ means—

(A) a citizen or national of the People’s Re-
public of China;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the People’s Republic of China, including the
laws of the Hong Kong Special Administra-
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tive Region or the Macao Special Adminis-
trative Region; or

(C) an entity owned or controlled by a per-
son described in subparagraph (A) or (B).

AMENDMENT NO. 279 OFFERED BY MR. SESSIONS
OF TEXAS

Page 806, after line 22, insert the following
new subsection:

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1005 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31; 137 Stat. 379; 10
U.S.C. 240a note) is amended by inserting
“‘and for three consecutive fiscal years there-
after’” after ‘2028".

Page 806, line 23, strike ‘‘(a)” and insert

“(by”.
Page 807, line 5, strike ‘(b)” and insert
“eey”
Page 807, line 6, strike ‘‘(a)” and insert
“(h)”.

Page 807, line 11, strike the closing period
and insert *‘, and for three consecutive fiscal
years thereafter.”.

. Pa}ge 808, line 5, strike ‘‘(c)”” and insert
“(lilgz’gf.e 808, line 6, strike ‘‘(a)”’ and insert
“(]li)’)a?’g.e 808, line 9, strike ‘‘(d)” and insert
“(]?’%z’g'e 808, line 10, strike ‘‘(a)”’ and insert
A;}I);N-DMENT NO. 280 OFFERED BY MS. SEWELL OF

ALABAMA
At the end of subtitle XXVI, add the fol-
lowing new section:

Air National Guard: Extension of 2022 Project Authorization
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. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF
AUTHORITY TO CARRY OUT FISCAL
YEAR 2022 PROJECT AT SUMPTER
SMITH AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE,
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA.

SEC. 26

(a) EXTENSION.—Notwithstanding section
2002 of the Military Construction Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (division B of
Public Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 2161) the author-
ization set forth in the table in subsection
(c), as provided in section 2604 of that Act
(135 Stat. 2179), shall remain in effect until
October 1, 2028, or the date of the enactment
of an Act authorizing funds for military con-
struction for fiscal year 2029, whichever is
later.

(b) MODIFICATION OF PROJECT AMOUNTS.—

(1) PROJECT AUTHORIZATION.—The author-
ization table in section 2604 of the Military
Construction Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2022 (division B of Public Law 117-81; 135
Stat. 2179) is amended in the item relating to
Sumpter Smith Air National Guard Base,
Alabama, by striking the dollar amount and
inserting ‘‘$15,000,000°".

(2) FUNDING AUTHORIZATION.—The funding
table in section 4601 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 is
amended in the item relating to Sumpter
Smith Air National Guard Base, Alabama—

(A) by striking the dollar amount and in-
serting ‘‘$15,000,000"’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘security and”.

(c) TABLE.—The table referred to in sub-
section (a) is as follows:

Original

State/Country Installation or Location Project Authorized
Amount

Alabama .......coeeeviiiiiiiiiiininnn Sumpter Smith Air National Guard Base ......... Services Training Facility ........c.cccceeeeei. $7,500,000

AMENDMENT NO. 281 OFFERED BY MR. SHREVE OF
INDIANA

Add at the end of subtitle A of title XVI
the following new section:

SEC. 16 . GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM MOD-
ERNIZATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) The Global Positioning System (in this
section referred to as “GPS’) is a critical
national asset that underpins military oper-
ations, civilian infrastructure, and economic
activities. While newer satellites are part of
the constellation, the GPS constellation still
depends on many aging satellites, 15 of which
are operating well beyond their design life
with limited signal technologies in the older
satellites.

(2) Modernizing the GPS Enterprise is an
essential national priority to ensure the con-
tinued reliability and security of the system
in the face of growing threats and aging and
delayed GPS infrastructure.

(3) Adversaries are interfering with, jam-
ming, or spoofing GPS signals, posing risks
to national defense and public safety. Com-
mercial satellite positioning, navigation,
and timing systems can augment and com-
plement GPS operations globally. Terres-
trial systems, which depend on ground-based
transmitters, can provide signals to receiv-
ers within a localized area during disruption
despite being more geographically limited.

(4) Rapidly transitioning to more resilient
systems like GPS IIIF, to include moni-
toring and declaring the L5 signal as
‘“‘healthy” can significantly reduce these
vulnerabilities and enhance operational ef-
fectiveness. A transition plan accounting for
both the satellites that transmit positioning,

finds the fol-

navigation, and timing signals and the
ground control and monitoring systems that
command and control the constellation and
update timing and other data is necessary to
avoid capability gaps and ensure continuity
of essential services as legacy elements are
phased out and new capabilities are fielded.

(5) Federal agency execution delays in up-
dating GPS constellation and infrastructure
has slowed progress toward modernization,
and successfully executing Space Policy Di-
rective-T7 is necessary to align efforts across
the government and accelerate the deploy-
ment of next-generation GPS capabilities.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that modernizing GPS is a national
priority to safeguard military readiness, pro-
tect critical infrastructure, and maintain
economic competitiveness and the as-yet
unimplemented system required by section
312 of title 49, United States Code, remains
no less crucial to the protection of United
States security and prosperity than when it
was mandated in 2018.

(c) MODERNIZED GPS ENTERPRISE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall accelerate the transition
to a modernized GPS Enterprise to enhance
the resilience and security of GPS.

(2) COMPONENTS.—The acceleration of the
transition to a modernized GPS Enterprise
required by paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a clear timeline for the development
and deployment of a full constellation of 24
GPS IIIF satellites and associated ground
control segment upgrades;

(B) a clear timeline for the upgrade of the
control segment to meet the needs of the
modernized constellation and to mitigate

threats, along with a plan to maintain serv-
ice while the upgrades progress;

(C) prioritization of the Lb signal for civil-
ian and military applications to augment
legacy frequencies and provide additional re-
silience;

(D) coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of Transportation, and
other heads of relevant departments and
agencies of the Federal Government to expe-
dite system upgrades;

(E) strategies developed in coordination
with the Secretary of Transportation to fur-
ther incentivize critical infrastructure as-
sets to mitigate risks associated with GPS
signal interference, jamming, and spoofing,
including considering the integration of
commercial satellite positioning, navigation,
and timing systems; and

(F) strategies to accelerate the deployment
of military GPS user equipment, Increments
1 and 2, and the integration of new receivers
into weapons systems.

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for a period not to
exceed three years, the Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Secretary of Trans-
portation for commercial uses and with re-
spect to any system required under section
312 of title 49, United States Code, and the
protection of critical infrastructure, shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees, the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of
the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
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of the House of Representatives a report that

includes—

(A) a detailed schedule and assessment of
progress made toward transitioning to the
modernized GPS and positioning, navigation,
and timing enterprise;

(B) an evaluation of interagency coordina-
tion efforts, including challenges in imple-
menting system upgrades necessary for such
modernization, except spectrum referenced
in section 312(d) of title 49, United States
Code, associated with LORAN infrastructure
necessary for use in any system required in
such section 312;

(C) a description of strategies to counter
GPS military and civil signal interference,
jamming, and spoofing, from state and
nonstate actors along with their effective-
ness;

(D) funding allocations, expenditures, and
any additional resource needs for the Depart-
ment of Defense and Department of Trans-
portation to meet modernization objectives;
and

(E) recommendations for legislative or ad-
ministrative actions to further encourage
critical infrastructure upgrades, modern
commercial satellite positioning, navigation,
and timing systems, and other efforts to en-
hance GPS security, reliability, and resil-
ience.

(2) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in an unclassi-
fied form, but may contain a classified
annex.

(e) APPLICABILITY.—Nothing in this section
with respect to the coordination of spectrum
allocation applies to any spectrum ref-
erenced in section 312(d) of title 49, United
States Code, associated with LORAN infra-
structure necessary for use in any system re-
quired in section 312.

AMENDMENT NO. 282 OFFERED BY MR. SHREVE OF

INDIANA

In title XVIII, subtitle A, add at the end
the following new section:

SEC. 18 . FEASIBILITY STUDY ON COMBATANT
COMMAND CRITICAL MINERALS
MANAGEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct a study assessing the feasi-
bility of enabling commanders of unified
combatant commands to independently iden-
tify, acquire, and dispose of critical minerals
to enhance operational resilience and decen-
tralized management of resources.

(b) CONTENTS.—The study required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: —

(1) An assessment of the feasibility and ef-
fectiveness of providing commanders of uni-
fied combatant commands authority to inde-
pendently identify, acquire, and dispose of
critical minerals through contracts, coopera-
tive agreements, or other mechanisms to ad-
dress vulnerabilities in the supply chains for
critical minerals.

(2) An assessment of how commanders of
unified combatant commands could use the
authority described in paragraph (1) to de-
velop and implement plans for the decentral-
ized management of resources for the areas
of responsibility of the unified combatant
command of the commander, including ad-
vantages, challenges, and scalability across
the Department of Defense of such decentral-
ized management of resources.

(3) An estimate of the costs associated
with providing the authority described in
paragraph (1) and potential sources of funds
to pay for such costs, including amounts au-
thorized for the Department of Defense or
the Combatant Commander Initiative Fund
under section 166a of title 10, United States
Code, and amounts from the disposal of crit-
ical minerals under such authority.

(4) An identification of the risks to the se-
curity of the supply chain of critical min-
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erals, operational readiness, and partner-
ships between the United States and other
countries resulting from providing com-
manders of unified combatant commands the
authority described in paragraph (1), and
strategies to mitigate such risks.

(5) Specific recommendations on whether
to provide the authority described in para-
graph (1) under a pilot program or a perma-
nent grant of authority and any necessary
changes to law or regulation required to pro-
vide such authority in the manner rec-
ommended.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees and the
Comptroller General of the United States a
report on the findings of the study required
by subsection (a).

(d) EVALUATION.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the Secretary of De-
fense submits the report required under sub-
section (c¢) to the Comptroller General of the
United States, the Comptroller General shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report assessing the findings and rec-
ommendations in the report submitted to
the Comptroller General under such sub-
section, including an evaluation of the bene-
fits, risks, and costs of providing com-
manders of unified combatant commands au-
thority to independently identify, acquire,
and dispose of critical minerals.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘critical mineral’’ means a
mineral designated by the Secretary of De-
fense as a critical mineral.

(2) The term ‘‘unified combatant com-
mand” has the meaning given such term in
section 161 of title 10, United States Code.
AMENDMENT NO. 283 OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF

NEW JERSEY

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . REVIEW AND REPORT ON UAS ACTIV-
ITY IN THE VICINITY OF CRITICAL
INSTALLATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of
the Department of Defense shall conduct a
review of potential foreign adversary con-
nected unmanned aircraft system (UAS) ac-
tivity over critical military installations,
vessels, aircraft, and the homeland, and
other matters.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the In-
spector General shall submit to the relevant
committees a report on—

(1) UAS activity over military installa-
tions in the United States and abroad;

(2) UAS activity in close proximity to sen-
sitive national security installations;

(3) instances of UAS activity in the vicin-
ity of United States military and law en-
forcement vessels and aircraft;

(4) the process for deploying counter-UAS
systems to assist State and local law en-
forcement;

(5) instances where the Department of De-
fense deployed counter-UAS systems to as-
sist State and local law enforcement;

(6) instances where the Department of De-
fense received requests for counter-UAS as-
sistance from Installation Commanders;

(7) whether the Department of Defense pos-
sess appropriate capabilities to supply all in-
stallations with counter-UAS technology;

(8) whether Installation Commanders pos-
sess the capability and authorities to address
UAS incursions to installations and in the
immediate vicinity of installations; and

(9) an analysis of near-peer actors who pos-
sess the capabilities to conduct such activi-
ties.

(c) DEFINITION OF RELEVANT COMMITTEE.—
In this section, the term ‘‘relevant commit-
tees”” means—
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(1) the Committees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernment Affairs of the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate;

(4) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on the Judiciary of the Senate;

(5) the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of
the Senate;

(6) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate; and

(7) the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability of the House of Representatives.

(d) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 284 OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF
WASHINGTON

Page 279, after line 4, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 5 . CHANGE IN EVALUATION CRITERIA
FOR OFFICERS: NOTIFICATION; CON-

SULTATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 180 days be-
fore the Secretary of Defense changes any
criterion used in the evaluation of an officer
of a covered Armed Force, the Secretary
shall—

(1) submit to the covered committees a
written explanation of such proposed change;
and

(2) consult, in conversation, with the cov-
ered committees regarding such proposed
change.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force”
means the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, or Space Force.

(2) The term ‘‘covered committees’ means
the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and House of Representatives.

AMENDMENT NO. 285 OFFERED BY MR. SOTO OF
FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle F of title XVII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 18 FUNDING FOR FAN-OUT WAFER
LEVEL PACKAGING PROGRAM OF IN-
DUSTRIAL BASE ANALYSIS AND

SUSTAINMENT PROGRAM.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Defense-wide,
line 233, as specified in the corresponding
funding table in section 4201, is hereby in-
creased by $10,000,000 for the fan-out wafer
level packaging program of the Industrial
Base Analysis and Sustainment Program of
the Department of Defense.

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 301 for operation and maintenance
Defense-wide, line 480, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, for
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, is
hereby reduced by $10,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 286 OFFERED BY MR. SOTO OF
FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:
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SEC. 2 FUNDING FOR HIGH-HYPERSONIC
DETONATION PROPULSION RE-
SEARCH AND FLIGHT DEMONSTRA-
TIONS.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Air Force, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for Aerospace Systems Tech-
nologies (PE 0602203F'), line 008, is hereby in-
creased by $5,000,000 for the acceleration of
high-hypersonic detonation propulsion re-
search and flight demonstrations.

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 301 for operation and maintenance,
Defense-wide, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, for
administration and service-wide activities,
Office of the Secretary of Defense, line 480, is
hereby reduced by $5,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 287 OFFERED BY MR. SOTO OF

FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the

following new section:

SEC. 2 . INCREASE IN FUNDING FOR SEN-
SITIVE COMPARTMENTED INFORMA-

TION FACILITIES.
(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the

amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Air Force, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for Future AF Capabilities
Applied Research (PE 0602020F), line 003, is
hereby increased by $1,200,000 for Secure Re-
search Facilities in fast-growing metropoli-
tan areas located in proximity to aerospace
industries and facilities.

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 301 for operation and maintenance,
Defense-wide, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, for
administration and service-wide activities,
Office of the Secretary of Defense, line 480, is
hereby reduced by $1,200,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 288 OFFERED BY MS. STEFANIK
OF NEW YORK

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . DEVELOPMENT, TEST, EVALUATION,
DEMONSTRATION, AND TRANSITION
TO PRODUCTION OF ALTERNATIVE
LOW-COST WEAPON SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Sustainment and in
coordination with Secretaries of the mili-
tary departments and the Director of the
Missile Defense Agency, shall develop, test,
evaluate, demonstrate, and transition to pro-
duction, as appropriate, a portfolio of alter-
native, affordable, low-cost weapon systems
in each of the following categories:

(1) Hypersonic strike systems.

(2) Cruise missiles.

(3) Shoulder-launched missiles.

(4) Extended range munitions.

(5) Mid-range integrated air and missile de-
fense interceptors.

(6) Exoatmospheric interceptors.

(7) Short-range integrated air and missile
defense interceptors.

(8) Medium-range air-to-air missiles.

(9) Autonomous systems, counter-un-
manned systems, and loitering munitions.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) employ innovative acquisition strate-
gies, including rapid prototyping, digital en-
gineering, modular open-system architec-
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tures, commercial-off-the-shelf components
where feasible, and other cost-reduction ini-
tiatives to achieve significantly lower unit
costs than current baseline systems while
maintaining operationally relevant perform-
ance;

(2) prioritize expendable designs optimized
for attritable, high-volume employment,
compatibility with existing launch plat-
forms, logistics infrastructure, and com-
mand-and-control networks, and the ability
to complement existing programs of record;

(3) ensure systems are designed to enable
production at scale in significantly greater
quantities than current program of record
systems through the prioritization of manu-
facturing ease and speed;

(4) include technology maturation, risk re-
duction, testing, and transition planning to
low-rate initial production not later than fis-
cal year 2030 for each category of weapon
system specified in subsection (a);

() establish specific cost and performance
targets through competitive analysis, mar-
ket research, prototyping, and experimen-
tation;

(6) maximize the use of commercial acqui-
sition procedures, commercial solutions
openings, other transaction authority, and
other rapid acquisition authorities to in-
crease participation by nontraditional de-
fense contractors, commercial suppliers, and
small businesses;

(7T) treat autonomous systems described in
subsection (a)(9) as consumable combat
equipment, including for purposes of acquisi-
tion, budgeting, sustainment, inventory,
training, fielding, expenditure, replenish-
ment, repair, upgrade, and replacement, un-
less the Secretary of Defense, or a covered
designee, determines in writing that such
treatment is inappropriate based on cost,
complexity, expected service life, safety re-
quirements, operational role, or replenish-
ment requirements; and

(8) ensure that autonomous systems de-
scribed in subsection (a)(9) are not subjected
to acquisition, sustainment, inventory,
training, or fielding requirements applicable
to aircraft, vessels, or enduring major plat-
forms solely on the basis that such systems
operate in the air, on the surface of the sea,
or undersea, unless the Secretary of Defense,
or a covered designee, determines in writing
that such requirements are necessary based
on safety, operational, or legal requirements.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘alternative low-cost’ sys-
tems means weapon systems in the cat-
egories listed in subsection (a) that are de-
signed to achieve unit procurement costs sig-
nificantly lower than existing program of
record systems while delivering the min-
imum requirements set forth by the Sec-
retary.

(2) The term ‘‘autonomous systems’’ means
unmanned, remotely operated, optionally
unmanned, autonomous, or semiautonomous
systems, including associated software, sen-
sors, payloads, communications equipment,
and mission autonomy capabilities, that op-
erate in the air, on land, on or below the sur-
face of the sea, or across multiple domains.

(3) The term ‘‘counter-unmanned systems’’
means systems designed to detect, track, and
defeat unmanned platforms through kinetic,
directed energy, electronic warfare, cyber, or
other means.

(4) The term ‘‘covered designee’ means the
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Sustainment, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering, the Sec-
retary of a military department, or a service
acquisition executive.

(5) The term ‘‘cruise missiles” means tur-
bojet-powered missiles designed for standoff
precision strikes against land or sea targets
at ranges generally exceeding 250 nautical
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miles, with simplified guidance, propulsion,
and airframe designs.

(6) The term ‘‘exoatmospheric intercep-
tors’” means kinetic hit-to-kill interceptors
designed for ballistic missile defense in the
exoatmosphere, with engagement ranges
generally exceeding 300 nautical miles (or
equivalent altitudes above 50 nautical miles)
and closing speeds of not less than Mach 8.

(7) The term ‘‘extended range munitions’
means ground-launched precision munitions
designed for extended standoff strikes at
ranges generally exceeding 50 nautical miles.

(8) The term ‘‘hypersonic strike systems’’
means systems capable of Mach 5 or greater
flight with maneuverability, designed for
long-range precision strikes against time-
sensitive, defended, or high-value targets at
ranges generally exceeding 400 nautical
miles.

(9) The term ‘‘loitering munitions’ means
expendable unmanned aerial systems de-
signed to loiter in a target area and deliver
kinetic effects against surface targets, capa-
ble of autonomous or semiautonomous ter-
minal guidance.

(10) The term ‘“‘medium-range air-to-air
missiles”” means guided missiles providing
beyond-visual-range air-to-air intercept ca-
pability with diverse target-set engagement
potential, performing intercepts at not less
than 60 nautical miles and with a maximum
speed of not less than Mach 3.

(11) The term ‘‘mid-range integrated air
and missile defense interceptors’” means
interceptors optimized for integrated air and
missile defense against cruise missiles, air-
craft, and short- to medium-range ballistic
missiles, with engagement ranges of not less
than 30 nautical miles and speeds of not less
than Mach 3.5.

(12) The term ‘‘short-range integrated air
and missile defense interceptors’” means
interceptors for terminal defense against air-
craft, cruise missiles, and unmanned aerial
systems, with engagement ranges of not less
than five nautical miles and maximum
speeds of not less than Mach 2.

(13) The term ‘‘shoulder-launched missiles’
means man-portable or vehicle-launched
missiles providing fire-and-forget or com-
mand-guided antiarmor capability at ranges
of not less than one nautical mile.
AMENDMENT NO. 289 OFFERED BY MR. STEUBE OF

FLORIDA

In title XVI, subtitle B, add at the end the
following new section:

SEC. 16 . OPEN-SOURCE INTELLIGENCE INTE-
GRATION INTO DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE COLLECTION MANAGEMENT.

(a) RECOGNITION AND INTEGRATION OF OPEN-
SOURCE INTELLIGENCE.—The Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence and Security
shall—

(1) ensure that the Department of Defense
recognizes open-source intelligence as a
source of intelligence collection;

(2) integrate open-source intelligence into
the processes of the Department for intel-
ligence collection management, including
processes for requirements development,
prioritization, and tasking;

(3) maintain procedures for identifying and
validating intelligence requirements that
may be satisfied through open-source intel-
ligence;

(4) maintain guidance for tasking, coordi-
nation, and deconfliction of open-source in-
telligence collection activities across the De-
partment;

(5) identify roles and responsibilities for
elements of the Department conducting
open-source intelligence collection, includ-
ing the Defense Intelligence Agency, the
military departments, and the combatant
commands; and

(6) maintain alignment of open-source in-
telligence collection activities with policies
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of the Department and of the intelligence
community for collection of publicly avail-
able information and commercially available
information.

(b) INTEGRATION WITH COLLECTION MANAGE-
MENT SYSTEMS.—The Under Secretary shall
ensure that open-source intelligence collec-
tion is incorporated into the Department’s
intelligence collection management systems,
including systems used to manage require-
ments, tasking, and coordination across in-
telligence disciplines.

(c) TRACKING AND ACCOUNTABILITY MECHA-
NIsSMS.—The Under Secretary shall ensure
that open-source intelligence collection ac-
tivities are incorporated into and trackable
within the processes of the Department for
collection management and shall establish
mechanisms to track requirements, tasking,
and performance of such activities.

(d) INSTRUCTION.—The Under Secretary
shall ensure that Department of Defense In-
struction 3325.08 (relating to intelligence col-
lection management), or any successor in-
struction, incorporates the requirements of
this section.

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—This section shall be
implemented not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

AMENDMENT NO. 290 OFFERED BY MR. STEUBE OF
FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . CEREMONIAL HORSES ADOPTION
PROGRAM OF THE ARMY.

Section 2583(c) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘A mili-
tary animal” and inserting, ‘‘Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (3), a military animal’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) If the Secretary of the Army deter-
mines that an adoption or transfer of a horse
used in any ceremonial horse program of the
Army is justified under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall follow the recommended pri-
ority order in paragraph (1) except that the
Secretary shall give first priority to making
the horse available for transfer to a State,
local, municipal, or Tribal law enforcement
agency capable of humanely caring for the
horse (including by demonstrating the capa-
bility to adequately care, house, and train
the horse).”.

AMENDMENT NO. 291 OFFERED BY MS. TENNEY OF
NEW YORK

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, insert
the following new section:

SEC. 8 . AMENDMENT TO REQUIREMENT FOR
DOMESTIC STAINLESS STEEL FLAT-
WARE AND DINNERWARE.

Section 842 of the Servicemember Quality
of Life Improvement and National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Pub-
lic Law 118-159; 10 U.S.C. 4862 note) is amend-
ed by striking subsection (c).

AMENDMENT NO. 292 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . FUNDING FOR ADVANCED NAVAL
CASTING FOR HARDWARE AND
OPERATIONAL REPAIRS.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Navy, as speci-
fied in the corresponding funding table in
section 4201, for Ship Concept Advanced De-
sign (PE 0603563N), line 044, is hereby in-
creased by $16,000,000 for Advanced Naval
Casting for Hardware and Operational Re-
pairs.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 301 for operation and maintenance,
Navy, as specified in the corresponding fund-
ing table in section 4301, for Administration,
line 410, is hereby reduced by $16,000,000.
AMENDMENT NO. 293 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2. FUNDING FOR ACCELERATING THE
ADOPTION OF NAVAL AVIATION AD-
VANCED MANUFACTURING PROC-
ESSES.
(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the

amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Navy, as speci-
fied in the corresponding funding table in
section 4201, for Navy Advanced Manufac-
turing (PE 0604286N), line 084, is hereby in-
creased by $15,000,000 for Accelerating the
Adoption of Naval Aviation Advanced Manu-
facturing Processes.

(b) OFFSETS.—

(1) Notwithstanding the amounts set forth
in the funding tables in division D, the
amount authorized to be appropriated in sec-
tion 201 for research, development, test, and
evaluation, Defense-wide, as specified in the
corresponding funding table in section 4201,
for Cyber Operations Technology Support,
line 293, is hereby reduced by $5,000,000.

(2) Notwithstanding the amounts set forth
in the funding tables in division D, the
amount authorized to be appropriated in sec-
tion 201 for research, development, test, and
evaluation, Navy, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4201, for
Marine Corps Ground Combat/Support Sys-
tem, line 057, is hereby reduced by $10,000,000.
AMENDMENT NO. 294 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . FUNDING FOR AIR FORCE MATERIALS
RESEARCH.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Air Force, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for applied research, mate-
rials (PE 0602102F), line 005, is hereby in-
creased by $6,400,000 to secure U.S. silicon
carbide for national security and critical
technologies.

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 301 for operation and maintenance,
Air Force, as specified in the corresponding
funding table in section 4301, for other
servicewide activities, line 410, is hereby re-
duced by $6,400,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 295 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . FUNDING FOR UNIVERSITY INNOVA-
TIVE MATERIALS PROCESSING MOD-
ERNIZATION RESEARCH.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Defense-wide, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for Defense-wide manufac-
turing science and technology program (PE
0603680D8Z), line 062, is hereby increased by
$5,000,000 for university innovative materials
processing modernization research.
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(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 301 for operation and maintenance,
Defense-wide, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, for
Washington Headquarters Services, line 510,
is hereby reduced by $5,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 296 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

In title XV, add at the end the following
new section:

SEC. 15 . REPORT ON THREAT OF CYBER AT-
TACKS ON UNIVERSITY-AFFILIATED
RESEARCH CENTERS.

The Secretary of Defense shall submit to
Congress a report on the threat of cyber at-
tacks, including cyber attacks carried out
with the assistance of artificial intelligence,
on university-affiliated research centers.
The report shall include a plan for the De-
partment of Defense to provide assistance to
such centers against the threat of such at-
tacks.

AMENDMENT NO. 297 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle B of title XVII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 17 PARTNERSHIP WITH SCOUTING
AMERICA.

The Secretary of Defense shall maintain a
partnership between the Department of De-
fense and Scouting America in the manner in
which such partnership has historically been
maintained.

AMENDMENT NO. 298 OFFERED BY MR. TURNER OF
OHIO

At the end of subtitle B of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC.7 _ .IMPROVEMENT TO THE TRICARE COM-
PETITIVE PLANS DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT.

Section 707 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31; 10 U.S.C. 1073a note) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (¢); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(b) EXTENSION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek
to extend contracts under the TRICARE
Competitive Plans Demonstration Project to
carry out the project until the date on which
the next generation of TRICARE managed

support contracts are fully awarded,
transitioned, and placed into operational
status.

‘‘(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In exercising the au-
thority under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall consider—

““(A) beneficiary health and quality of care;
and

‘“(B) any disruption associated with
changes in enrollment in the TRICARE pro-
gram.’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 299 OFFERED BY MR. TURNER OF
OHIO

At the end of subtitle A of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 1. FUNDING FOR AUTONOMOUS HIGH-ALTI-
TUDE LONG-ENDURANCE AIRCRAFT
AND PSEUDO-SATELLITES.

(a) INCREASE.—Notwithstanding the
amounts set forth in the funding tables in di-
vision D, the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in section 201 for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation, Defense-wide, as
specified in the corresponding funding table
in section 4201, for the Rapid Prototyping
Program (PE 604331D8Z), line 111, is hereby
increased by $5,000,000 for the development,
prototyping, and demonstration of autono-
mous High-Altitude Long-Endurance Air-
craft (HALE) and High-Altitude Pseudo-Sat-
ellites (HAPS) capable of providing resilient
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intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance,
communications, and sensing capabilities in
contested environments.

(b) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts
set forth in the funding tables in division D,
the amount authorized to be appropriated in
section 201 for research, development, test,
and evaluation, Defense-wide, as specified in
the corresponding funding table in section
4201, for JADC2 Development and Experimen-
tation Activities (PE 0604122D8Z), line 169, is
hereby reduced by $5,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 300 OFFERED BY MS. VAN
DUYNE OF TEXAS

Page 582, line 22, insert °,
care’’ before ‘‘pharmacies’.

Page 583, line 6, strike ‘‘and specialty phar-
macies’ and insert ‘‘specialty, and long-term
care pharmacies’’.

Page 583, beginning line 12, strike ‘‘and
specialty pharmacies’ and insert ‘‘specialty,
and long-term care pharmacies’.

AMENDMENT NO. 301 OFFERED BY MS. VAN
DUYNE OF TEXAS

Add at the end of title XTI of division A the
following:

SEC. 11 . EXTENSION OF POSTAGE STAMP FOR
BREAST CANCER RESEARCH.

Section 414(h) of title 39, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘2027’ and in-
serting ‘2037.

AMENDMENT NO. 302 OFFERED BY MR. VAN EPPS
OF TENNESSEE

At the end of subtitle C of title II, add the

following new section:

and long-term

SEC. . ANNUAL REPORT ON THE TRANSITION
OF SUCCESSFUL PROTOTYPE
PROJECTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the last
day of each of fiscal years 2027 through 2031,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on
the transition of successful prototype
projects into procurement, follow-on produc-
tion, or operational deployment.

(b) ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—
Each report required under subsection (a)
shall include the following information:

(1) The average time between the success-
ful completion of a prototype project and a
determination regarding procurement, fol-
low-on production, operational deployment,
additional testing, or program termination.

(2) The number and percentage of success-
ful prototype projects that transitioned into
procurement, follow-on production, or pro-
grams of record during the preceding year.

(3) The number and percentage of success-
ful prototype projects that failed to transi-
tion into procurement or production capa-
bilities during the preceding year.

(4) Explanations for delays exceeding 365
days between prototype completion and pro-
curement or production decisions.

(56) Data on prototype projects funded
through the Small Business Innovation Re-
search (SBIR) Program, Other Transaction
Authority (OTA) agreements, the Defense In-
novation Unit (DIU), and other defense inno-
vation and prototyping initiatives.

(6) Data broken down by military depart-
ment, defense agency, and technology cat-
egory, including artificial intelligence, au-
tonomy, cyber capabilities, microelec-
tronics, advanced manufacturing, and other
critical emerging technologies.

(c) ONE-TIME REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—
In addition to the information required
under subsection (b), the final report re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include the
following information:

(1) An identification of acquisition, con-
tracting, budgeting, testing, or require-
ments-related bottlenecks that delay the
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transition of innovative technologies into
operational capability.

(2) Recommendations to improve procure-
ment efficiency and accelerate transition
timelines for prototype projects.

(3) An assessment of barriers faced by
small businesses and nontraditional defense
contractors participating in defense innova-
tion programs, including challenges related
to financing, cybersecurity compliance, in-
tellectual property protection, and access to
follow-on procurement opportunities.

(d) SUCCESSFUL PROTOTYPE PROJECT DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘successful
prototype project’”” means a prototype
project that achieved the operational, tech-
nical, or mission requirements identified by
the sponsoring military department or de-
fense agency.

(e) FOorM OF REPORT.—Each report required
under subsection (a) shall be submitted in
unclassified form but may include a classi-
fied annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 303 OFFERED BY MR. VAN EPPS
OF TENNESSEE

Page 1337, after line 13,
lowing:

SEC. 18 . INCREASED MAXIMUM PRODUCTION
CAPACITY PLANS FOR KEY MUNI-
TIONS AND WEAPONS SYSTEMS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a re-
port on increased maximum production ca-
pacity for each covered system.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall include, for each covered
system, the following:

(1) The current maximum production level
and the maximum production level that
could be established in the following fiscal
year.

(2) A description of the specific steps re-
quired to increase maximum production ca-
pacity, including capital equipment acquisi-
tions, facility modifications, workforce ex-
pansion, and supply chain development.

(3) An identification of the leading chal-
lenges and bottlenecks that would constrain
production increases, including single-source
supplier dependencies, long-lead material
shortfalls, workforce certification require-
ments, facility or tooling limitations, and
critical subcontractor and supplier depend-
encies necessary to achieve surge production
capacity.

(4) The estimated timeline for achieving
production at each of the following capacity
levels relative to the current contract rate,
together with the assumptions underlying
each timeline estimate:

(A) 150 percent of the current production
rate.

(B) 200 percent of the current production
rate.

(C) 500 percent of the current production
rate.

(5) The estimated cost to the Government
of the actions necessary to achieve each ca-
pacity level identified under paragraph (4),
expressed as—

(A) the estimated additional contract cost
per covered system at each such level; and

(B) the estimated total capital and non-
recurring investment required.

(c) FORM.—The report under subsection (a)
may be submitted in classified form.

(d) COVERED SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered system’ means—

(1) each munition or weapon system for
which multiyear procurement authority is
provided under this Act, including each sys-
tem described in sections 1839 and 1840 of this
Act; and

(2) any other system, as determined by the
Secretary of Defense.

insert the fol-
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AMENDMENT NO. 304 OFFERED BY MR. VAN EPPS
OF TENNESSEE

At the end of subtitle D of title III, add the
following new section:

SEC. 3. REPORT ON CERTAIN WATER AND
WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
SYSTEMS AT MILITARY INSTALLA-
TIONS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report iden-
tifying any water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture system—

(1) that is located at a military installa-
tion;

(2) the age of which exceeds 60 years;

(3) that the Secretary determines requires
substantial deferred maintenance, or re-
placement, to maintain compliance with ap-
plicable environmental or public health re-
quirements; and

(4) the failure of which the Secretary de-
termines—

(A) presents a significant risk to installa-
tion readiness, force health protection, con-
tinuity of operations, or mission execution;
and

(B) would result in significant contingency
operating costs.

(b) MATTERS.—The report under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) For each system identified pursuant to
such report, the following information:

(A) The age and condition of the system.

(B) The estimated cost to maintain, re-
store, modernize, or replace the system.

(C) The estimated contingency operating
costs associated with the failure of the sys-
tem.

(D) An assessment of the effect such failure
would have with respect to installation read-
iness, force health protection, continuity of
operations, and mission execution.

(E) An assessment of the effect such failure
would have with respect to members of the
Armed Forces, military families, and quality
of life at the military installation, including
such effects on access to safe drinking water,
sanitation, housing, healthcare, and other
essential services.

(2) A prioritized ranking across the sys-
tems so identified, based on an assessment of
the lifecycle condition of such systems, the
operational risks, and effects on installation
readiness, that would result from the failure
of such systems, and the compliance require-
ments specified in subsection (a)(3) applica-
ble to such systems.

(3) Recommendations for addressing,
through maintenance, restoration, mod-
ernization, or replacement activities, the
systems ranked as the highest priority pur-
suant to paragraph (2).

AMENDMENT NO. 305 OFFERED BY MR. VAN
ORDEN OF WISCONSIN

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following new section:

SEC. 5 DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDU-
CATION ACTIVITY EMERGENCY RE-
SPONSE MAPPING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 108 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 2164d the following new section:
“SEC. 2164e. PROCUREMENT OF EMERGENCY RE-

SPONSE MAPS FOR SCHOOLS OPER-
ATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE EDUCATION ACTIVITY.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of De-
fense, acting through the Director of the De-
partment of Defense Education Activity,
shall prioritize the procurement of emer-
gency response maps for Defense Dependent
Schools to ensure, to the greatest extent
practicable, compatibility with public safety
systems in the event of an emergency.

““(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Maps procured under
subsection (a) shall—
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(1) be—

‘““(A) in a digital file format accessible
through a standard or open-source file reader
or image viewer on a laptop computer, tablet
computer, smartphone, or other mobile plat-
form;

‘(B) verified through on-site walkthrough
inspections by the entity producing the map-
ping data;

‘(C) developed in coordination with indus-
try partners possessing demonstrated exper-
tise in emergency response mapping for
schools;

‘(D) capable of being updated, printed, and
shared electronically;

“(E) accessible without a subscription fee
or other restriction; and
C(F) verified for
walkthrough inspection;

‘(2) integrate with software used by Fed-
eral, State, and local public safety agencies;

“(3) not be stored in a data center outside
of the United States;

‘“(4) display information oriented true
north and on a coordinate grid; and

‘(6) depict any floor of such site or such
portion through overlaid, aerial imagery.

‘(c) DEFENSE DEPENDENT SCHOOL DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘Defense
Dependent School’ means—

‘(1) a school operated under the Defense
Dependents’ Education System, as author-
ized under the Defense Dependents Edu-
cation Act of 1978 (20 U.S.C. 921 et seq.); or

‘(2) a Department of Defense domestic de-
pendent elementary and secondary school, as
authorized under section 2164 of this title.”.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall provide to the
congressional defense committees a briefing
on the plan of the Department of Defense
Education Activity for procuring emergency
response maps under section 2164e of title 10,
United States Code, as added by this section.

AMENDMENT NO. 306 OFFERED BY MR. VASQUEZ
OF NEW MEXICO

At the end of subtitle C of title XXVIII,
add the following new section:

SEC. 28 . EXPANSION OF PRIORITY LIST FOR
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ON MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS PROGRAM.

The Secretary of Defense shall revise the
notice titled ‘“‘Department of Defense Pro-
gram for Construction, Renovation, Repair
or Expansion of Public Schools Located on
Military Installations’ (76 Fed. Reg. 55883 et
seq.; published September 9, 2011) to ensure
that not fewer than 90 public schools in-
cluded on the 2018 Public Schools on Military
Installations (PSMI) Priority List (approved
April 15, 2019) are eligible to submit requests
for competitive grants awarded pursuant to
such program.

AMENDMENT NO. 307 OFFERED BY MR. VINDMAN

OF VIRGINIA

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7 . REPORT ON EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES CAPABILITIES AT MILI-
TARY INSTALLATIONS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on
emergency medical services capabilities at
military installation.

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under
subsection (a) shall include an assessment of
emergency medical services capabilities at
military installations, including—

(1) the number and distribution of emer-
gency medical services response units;

(2) ambulance capabilities and equipment
levels;
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(3) staffing levels and certification levels of
emergency medical personnel;

(4) availability of advanced life support
services;

(5) integration with military medical
treatment facilities and local civilian hos-
pitals; and

(6) an evaluation of systems used to track
naloxone distribution, including—

(A) the degree of integration of such track-
ing systems between emergency medical
services reporting systems and medical
record systems;

(B) procedures for documenting naloxone
administration during emergency responses;
and

(C) recommendations for establishing a
standardized Department-wide tracking
framework.

AMENDMENT NO. 308 OFFERED BY MRS. WAGNER
OF MISSOURI

In title XVI, subtitle B, add at the end the
following new section:

SEC. 16___. OPEN-SOURCE INTELLIGENCE DEFI-
NITIONS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) Publicly available information, includ-
ing commercially available information, has
become increasingly important to intel-
ligence analysis, strategic warning, eco-
nomic security, and understanding adver-
sarial activities.

(2) Consistent governance, oversight, and
safeguarding standards are necessary to sup-
port the lawful and effective use of publicly
available information and commercially
available information across the intelligence
community.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF DEFINITIONS.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Under Secretary of
Defense for Intelligence and Security shall,
in coordination with the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, establish definitions for
the terms listed in subsection (c).

(c) TERMS.—The terms referred to in sub-
section (b) are—

(1) open-source intelligence;

(2) commercially available
and

(3) publicly available information.

(d) APPLICABILITY.—In establishing the
definitions as required by subsection (b), the
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence
and Security, in coordination with the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, shall ensure
such definitions may be applicable across the
Department of Defense and the intelligence
community.

(e) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 30
days after the date of the establishment of
the definitions required by subsection (b),
the Under Secretary of Defense for Intel-
ligence and Security shall provide to the
congressional defense committees and the
congressional intelligence committees a
briefing on the rationale behind such defini-
tions.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
‘‘congressional intelligence committees’ and
‘“‘intelligence community’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 3 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

AMENDMENT NO. 309 OFFERED BY MR.
WALKINSHAW OF VIRGINIA

In title XV, subtitle A, add at the end the
following:

SEC. 15

finds the fol-

information;

. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CLOUD
SECURITY AUTHORIZATION RECI-
PROCITY PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Chief Information Officer of the De-
partment of Defense shall, in consultation
with the Director of the Defense Information
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Systems Agency, establish a pilot program
on cloud security authorization reciprocity
to assess the feasibility and advisability of
creating a reciprocal compliance baseline be-
tween the Federal Risk and Authorization
Management Program (‘‘FedRAMP”’) for ci-
vilian agency networks and the Cloud Com-
puting Security Requirements Guide (‘‘CC
SRG’’) of the Department of Defense for De-
partment of Defense networks and national
security systems.

(b) SELECTION OF SOLUTIONS.—Under the
pilot program required by subsection (a), the
Chief Information Officer shall select a min-
imum of five cybersecurity solutions author-
ized at the FedRAMP high impact level and
perform an accelerated assessment to vali-
date them for CC SRG impact level 5.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the establishment of the
pilot program required by subsection (a), the
Chief Information Officer shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report
on the findings of the Chief Information Offi-
cer with respect to the pilot program.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
paragraph (1) shall cover the following:

(A) The findings described in paragraph (1),
including a detailed analysis of benefits,
risks, and any specific security control gaps.

(B) A strategy and implementation plan to
establish a reciprocal compliance mechanism
for CC SRG and FedRAMP cybersecurity re-
quirements.

(C) An assessment of the feasibility and ad-
visability of expanding the number of au-
thorized cybersecurity solutions to partici-
pate in the pilot program.

(3) FOrRM.—The report submitted under
paragraph (1) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified
annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 310 OFFERED BY MR. WEBSTER
OF FLORIDA

At the end of subtitle F of title VI, add the
following new section:

SEC. 6 . REPORT ON MILITARY CAMPING AND
RECREATIONAL PARK PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2027, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report describing how each military depart-
ment administers military camping and rec-
reational parks to ensure such parks are
equally accessible to all persons authorized
to use such parks.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) A list of military camping and rec-
reational vehicle parks that includes the lo-
cation of each park and an identification of
the military department that administers
such park.

(2) An estimate of the average number of
members of the Armed Forces and veterans
who use each facility in a year,
disaggregated by members of an active com-
ponent, members of a reserve component,
and veterans.

(3) A list of such parks that allow users to
stay more than 30 days during any 90-day pe-
riod.

(4) A list of such parks that allow users to
live at a park full-time.

(5) An explanation of how the Department
of Defense policy on recreational vehicle
parks complies with industry safety stand-
ards.

(6) An explanation of the differences be-
tween the policies that apply to such parks
and the policies that apply to other morale,
welfare, and recreation facilities of the De-
partment of Defense that do not allow per-
sons to stay more than 30 days.
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(7) A description of any additional authori-
ties or resources the Secretary determines
are necessary to increase capacity and to en-
sure such parks are equally accessible to all
persons authorized to use such parks.

AMENDMENT NO. 311 OFFERED BY MR. WOMACK
OF ARKANSAS

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following new section:

SEC. 10 . REPORT ON COSTS ASSOCIATED
WITH BASING LOCATIONS FOR F-35
AIRCRAFT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct an analysis to evaluate the full
life-cycle costs associated with proposed or
potential basing locations for F-35 aircraft
expected to be delivered to the Department
of Defense during the period of fiscal years
2030 through 2035.

(b) CONTENTS.—The analysis under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) an evaluation of the costs of military
construction, infrastructure upgrades, and
simulator procurement and installation as-
sociated with proposed basing locations for
the F-35 aircraft described in subsection (a)
compared to those costs at existing Air
Force and Air National Guard installations
currently hosting fighter aircraft operations,
including installations supporting United
States formal training and foreign military
training missions;

(2) identification of any military construc-
tion, infrastructure, and simulator costs for
the F-35 aircraft described in subsection (a)
that are already programmed or funded in
the budget of the President (as submitted as
submitted to Congress pursuant to section
1105(a) of title 31, United States Code) or the
most recent future-years defense program
submitted to Congress under section 221 of
title 10, United States Code; and

(3) an estimate of any current or expected
reductions in funding to support F-35 basing
at military installations.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 210 days after
the date of the enactment of this section, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
the results of the analysis conducted under
subsection (a).

AMENDMENT NO. 312 OFFERED BY MR. ZINKE OF
MONTANA

At the end of subtitle B of title II, add the
following new section:

SEC. 2 . MODIFICATION TO USE OF PARTNER-
SHIP INTERMEDIARIES TO PRO-
MOTE DEFENSE RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION.

Section 4124(f) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘or Department of Defense
laboratory” after ‘“‘Center’’ each place it ap-
pears;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3);

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(2) A Department of Defense laboratory
may pay the Federal costs of a contract,
memorandum of understanding, or other
transaction entered into under this sub-
section out of funds available to the labora-
tory for the support of technology transfer
and transition functions, research and devel-
opment, or operation and maintenance.’’;
and

(4) in paragraph (3)(B), as so redesignated,
by adding ¢, or that can assist a Center or
Department of Defense laboratory with tech-
nology transition, either out of, or into, the
Center or laboratory’ before the semicolon.
AMENDMENT NO. 313 OFFERED BY MR. KELLY OF

MISSISSIPPI

Strike title XXXVI and insert the fol-

lowing:
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TITLE XXXVI—SHIPS FOR AMERICA
SEC. 3601. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Ship-
building and Harbor Infrastructure for Pros-
perity and Security for America Act of 2026’
or the ““SHIPS for America Act of 2026°.

SEC. 3602. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Strategic sealift, made up of Govern-
ment and commercial vessels and mariners,
is a critical capability for executing the
maritime defense strategy and the wartime
and peacetime economy of the United States.

(2) Ensuring a modern and ready capability
will require significant investment, policy
prioritization, and the innovation of the peo-
ple of the United States.

(3) The worldwide ocean economy is worth
between $3,000,000,000,000 and
$6,000,000,000,000, according to the United Na-
tions Conference on Trade and Development.
Yet, vessels of the United States carry less
than 2 percent of United States international
commercial cargoes by weight.

(4) The United States has fewer than 200
oceangoing vessels of the United States, of
which only approximately 80 vessels partici-
pate in international commerce, compared
with more than 5,500 Chinese documented
vessels.

(5) Bracketed by the Atlantic, Pacific, and
Arctic oceans, the prosperity and security of
the United States has always been tied to its
position as a maritime Nation. Throughout
human history, the strength of maritime na-
tions has been directly tied to the strength
of their maritime industry. The TUnited
States won two world wars on the back of a
strong maritime industry.

(6) Decades of apathy by the United States
Government has harmed our strategically
important maritime industry. Our weakened
shipbuilding capacity, undersized maritime
workforce, and shrinking fleet of shipping
vessels means the United States relies on
other nations to conduct international com-
merce and lacks the strategic sealift to sup-
port the United States military during war-
time.

(7) Today, there are just 20 shipbuilders in
the United States capable of building ocean-
going vessels—down from more than 80 at
the end of the Second World War.

(8) During World War II, the United States
Merchant Marine powered the Allies to vic-
tory with more than 10,000 oceangoing ves-
sels of the United States. Today there are
just 80 vessels of the United States engaged
in international trade.

(9) The People’s Republic of China has
made investments in the maritime industry
a strategic priority over the past 20 years.

(10) As of 2023, shipyards in the United
States had fewer than 5 shipbuilding orders
for oceangoing vessels, while shipyards in
the People’s Republic of China had more
than 1,700 orders, according to BRS Group.
According to the Office of Naval Intel-
ligence, the People’s Republic of China be-
came the world’s top shipbuilding and ship-
ping nation, boasting 230 times more ship-
building capacity than the United States.

(11) With just 12,000 United States mer-
chant mariners operating oceangoing ves-
sels, the United States may not have a suffi-
cient number of mariners to fully power the
strategic sealift vessels necessary in a future
prolonged conflict.

(12) The American Civil Society of Engi-
neers assesses that the United States has a
national maintenance backlog amounting to
$125,000,000,000 for bridges, $163,000,000,000 for
ports, and $6,800,000,000 for inland waterways.

(13) The maritime industry is inherently
international. Eighty percent of United
States goods are imported by sea, of which 98
percent come into the United States on for-
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eign documented vessels. Only 2 percent of
such goods come into the United States on
vessels of the United States, leaving the
United States economy disproportionately
dependent on oceangoing trade controlled by
often adversarial foreign nations. The Na-
tion’s ability to provide services in both
international and interstate commerce is
critical to national and economic defense.

(14) Since November 2023, vessels engaged
in international commerce have been threat-
ened by the Houthis, which has threatened
global supply chains, increased costs, and re-
quired naval force protection operations in
the Red Sea through the United States-led
Operation Prosperity Guardian that formed
in December 2023.

(15) A fleet of commercial shipping vessels
of the United States, crewed with citizen
mariners, that is competitive in domestic
and international trade enhances the United
States military’s readiness, allows the
United States to more strategically compete
with China, and underwrites the security and
survival of the United States in times of cri-
sis and war.

SEC. 3603. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States must—

(1) create a more favorable domestic and
global maritime environment for vessels of
the United States engaged in international
commerce, shipbuilding, ship repair, mari-
time logistics, the maritime workforce, and
naval power, contributing to assured access
to the world’s oceans free from coercion from
strategic competitors and asymmetric adver-
saries;

(2) increase domestic shipbuilding and ship
repair capacity, with programs and policies
that enable the growth of United States
shipyards and the maritime industrial base,
enhance military sealift capacity, expand
the United States maritime workforce, and
enhance national security;

(3) revitalize the international fleet of ves-
sels of the United States and foster a com-
parative advantage for the United States
through targeted incentives and regulatory
reforms to make the fleet competitive with
international carriers and to gain a sustain-
able share of the global maritime market in
order to bolster supply chains, strengthen
economic security, and lower prices, while
protecting the United States economy from
economic coercion;

(4) take all measures necessary to ensure
that sufficient military, civil, and commer-
cial resources will be available with assured
access to meet defense deployment needs and
essential economic activities for our Nation
in times of crisis, war, or peace;

(5) recognize that a vibrant commercial
shipbuilding industry provides supply chain
resiliencies and creates economies of scale
that improve military, Coast Guard, and
Government shipbuilding and support mili-
tary operations through strategic sealift to
defend the freedom of the seas;

(6) nurture the comparative advantages of
the United States to innovate to better com-
pete in the global maritime marketplace,
grow the maritime workforce, and create a
favorable environment for investments to
build modern maritime facilities and world-
class academic institutions;

(7) ensure better coordination between
Federal agencies, including the Maritime
Administration, the United States Coast
Guard, the Department of Defense, the Fed-
eral Maritime Commission, and all other
Federal agencies with a maritime nexus, to
protect, regulate, and support the United
States maritime industry, resolve disputes,
and implement a whole-of-Government na-
tional maritime strategy;

(8) recognize that, while a strong Navy is
the surest guarantee of peace, building the
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Navy, sustaining the Navy, and supplying
the Navy is founded on a robust commercial
industrial base;

(9) establish reliable long-term demand sig-
nals for, and investments in, oceangoing
commercial vessels that are built in the
United States, documented under the laws of
the United States, and crewed by United
States mariners;

(10) evaluate past and present maritime ef-
forts to take actions to revitalize the United
States maritime industry;

(11) strengthen the United States inter-
coastal and domestic trade fleet, which is
the foundation upon which a revitalized
United States-documented shipping and do-
mestic shipbuilding industry will be built;

(12) recognize the important role that the
support craft, passenger, and fishing vessel
fleet play in the United States maritime in-
dustry;

(13) encourage the shipping of commercial
cargo on vessels of the United States, with
the aim of growing the size and carrying ca-
pacity of the international fleet of vessels of
the United States;

(14) grow the shipping capacity of vessels
of the United States and guarantee United
States Government cargo during peacetime;

(15) develop a whole-of-Government effort
to expand, develop, and protect the maritime
workforce;

(16) recognize the need for more workers in
the maritime sector and stimulate growth in
the United States maritime and shipbuilding
industries, including by increasing access to
early maritime education, commissioning
national marketing campaigns to dem-
onstrate how United States shipbuilding,
United States-documented shipping, and
maritime workers are critical to national se-
curity, and implementing workforce accel-
erator programs;

(17) remove barriers to training mariners,
including reevaluating Coast Guard training
requirements regarding faculty credentials,
instructional facility designs, sea time re-
quirements, and other identified barriers,
consistent with international treaty obliga-
tions;

(18) expand and nurture a robust mariner
workforce that enhances the national secu-
rity and strategic sealift readiness of the
United States by increasing the number of
United States mariners and improving exist-
ing pathways and establishing new pathways
for new, current, and former merchant mari-
ners to go to sea;

(19) recognize that the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy and our State mari-
time academies are critical to training the
next generation of licensed officers and engi-
neers on vessels of the United States;

(20) invest and innovate in domestic ship-
building, ship repair, and the shipping capa-
bilities and capacity of vessels of the United
States to advance the power and influence of
the maritime industry of the United States;

(21) drive multi-stakeholder research, de-
velopment, assessment, and deployment of
emerging marine technologies and best prac-
tices related to the maritime transportation
system to ensure United States leadership in
next-generation shipbuilding, ship repair,
and maritime logistics;

(22) drive modern business and manufac-
turing approaches, such as innovative mari-
time logistics, clean fuels, and advanced nu-
clear energy, human-machine teaming, addi-
tive manufacturing, and other advanced
technologies;

(23) review and update regulations gov-
erning vessel design and engineering, vessel
and facility operation, and merchant mar-
iner credentialing, in order to revitalize the
United States maritime industry;

(24) seek mutually beneficial relationships
with treaty allies and strategic partners to
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grow the domestic shipping and shipbuilding
industries of the United States and to share
the burden of providing freedom of naviga-
tion on the high seas, while de-risking the
United States maritime domain from the
People’s Republic of China, foreign countries
of concern, and asymmetric or emerging
maritime threats;

(25) harden critical maritime infrastruc-
ture and networks, and incrementally re-
place infrastructure built by foreign adver-
saries with domestic-built and allied-built
infrastructure; and

(26) promote the values of the United
States for freedom of the seas, worker safety
and quality of life, environmental steward-
ship, and the resilience of our oceans, seas,
and inland waterways.

SEC. 3604. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) The term ‘‘appropriate committees of
Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives.

(2) The term ‘‘domestic commerce’ means
the transportation of goods or passengers be-
tween places in the United States.

(3) The term ‘‘foreign commerce’” means—

(A) commerce or trade between the United
States, its territories or possessions, or the
District of Columbia, and a foreign country;
and

(B) commerce or trade between foreign
countries.

(4) The term ‘‘foreign country of concern’’
means—

(A) a country that is a covered nation (as
defined in section 4872(d) of title 10, United
States Code); and

(B) any country that the Maritime Admin-
istrator, in consultation with the Secretary
of Defense, the Secretary of State, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, and the Chair of
the Federal Maritime Commission, deter-
mines to be engaged in conduct that is detri-
mental to the national security or foreign
policy of the United States.

(5) The term ‘‘foreign entity”’—

(A) means—

(i) a government of a foreign country or a
foreign political party, as those terms are
defined in section 1 of the Foreign Agents
Registration Act of 1938, as amended (22
U.S.C. 611);

(ii) a natural person who is not a lawful
permanent resident of the United States, a
citizen of the United States, or any other
protected individual (as such term is defined
in section 274B(a)(3) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324b(a)(3))); or

(iii) a partnership, association, corpora-
tion, organization, or other combination of
persons organized under the laws of or hav-
ing its principal place of business in a for-
eign country; and

(B) includes—

(i) any person (including an owner or oper-
ator of a vessel) owned by, controlled by, or
subject to the direction of an entity listed in
subparagraph (A);

(ii) any person, wherever located, who acts
as an agent, representative, or employee of
an entity listed in subparagraph (A);

(iii) any person who acts in any other ca-
pacity at the order, request, or under the di-
rection or control, of an entity listed in sub-
paragraph (A), or of a person whose activi-
ties are directly or indirectly supervised, di-
rected, controlled, financed, or subsidized in
whole or in major part by an entity listed in
subparagraph (A);
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(iv) any person who directly or indirectly
through any contract, arrangement, under-
standing, relationship, or otherwise, owns 25
percent or more of the equity interests of an
entity listed in subparagraph (A);

(v) any person with significant responsi-
bility to control, manage, or direct an entity
listed in subparagraph (A);

(vi) any person, wherever located, who is a
citizen or resident of a country controlled by
an entity listed in subparagraph (A); or

(vii) any corporation, partnership, associa-
tion, or other organization organized under
the laws of a country controlled by an entity
listed in subparagraph (A).

(6) The term ‘‘foreign entity of concern’
means any foreign entity that is—

(A) designated as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization by the Secretary of State under sec-
tion 219 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1189);

(B) included on the list of specially des-
ignated nationals and blocked persons main-
tained by the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol of the Department of the Treasury;

(C) owned by, controlled by, or subject to
the jurisdiction or direction of a government
of a foreign country of concern;

(D) alleged by the Attorney General to
have been involved in activities for which a
conviction was obtained under—

(i) chapter 37 of title 18, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Espionage
Act”) (18 U.S.C. 792 et seq.);

(ii) section 951 or 1030 of title 18, United
States Code;

(iii) chapter 90 of title 18, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Economic
Espionage Act of 1996”");

(iv) the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2751 et seq.);

(v) section 224, 225, 226, 227, or 236 of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2274,
22175, 22176, 22177, and 2284);

(vi) the Export Control Reform Act of 2018
(60 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.); or

(vii) the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.);

(E) designated by the Federal Maritime
Commission as a controlled carrier under
chapter 407 of title 46, United States Code;

(F) found by the Federal Maritime Com-
mission to be practicing unfavorable condi-
tions in foreign trade under chapter 421 or
423 of title 46, United States Code; or

(G) determined by the Maritime Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense, the Secretary of State, the Director
of National Intelligence, and the Chair of the
Federal Maritime Commission, to be engaged
in unauthorized conduct that is detrimental
to the national security or foreign policy of
the United States.

(7) The term ‘‘vessel of the United States”
has the meaning given that term in section
116 of title 46, United States Code.

Subtitle A—Oversight and Accountability

SEC. 3611. MARITIME SECURITY ADVISOR; MARI-
TIME SECURITY BOARD.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Chapter 504 of part A of
subtitle V of title 46, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking the chapter heading and in-
serting the following: ‘“OVERSIGHT AND
ACCOUNTABILITY"’;

(2) by redesignating section 50401 as section
50403; and

(3) by inserting before section 50402, the
following:

“§50401. Maritime Security Advisor; Maritime
Security Board

‘‘(a) MARITIME SECURITY ADVISOR.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the President shall appoint a Special Advisor
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to the President (to be known as the ‘Mari-
time Security Advisor’) for coordinating na-
tional maritime affairs and policy, including
developing, updating, and implementing the
National Maritime Strategy as required
under section 50114 of this title.

*(2) DUTIES.—The Maritime Security Advi-
sor appointed under paragraph (1) shall serve
as the Chair of the Maritime Security Board,
shall be the principal advisor to the Presi-
dent on all issues related to the maritime in-
dustry, shipbuilding, and ship repair, and
shall be responsible for developing, updating,
and implementing the National Maritime
Strategy under section 50114 of this title
within and across the Federal Government.

¢“(3) OFFICE OF THE MARITIME SECURITY AD-
VISOR.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—There is established in
the Executive Office of the President, an Of-
fice of the Maritime Security Advisor. The
Maritime Security Advisor described in this
subsection shall be the head of such Office.

‘‘(B) EMPLOYEES; CONTRACTS.—In carrying
out the functions under this section, the
Maritime Security Advisor is authorized to—

‘(i) appoint such officers and employees as
the Maritime Security Advisor may deem
necessary to perform the functions now or
hereafter vested in the Maritime Security
Advisor and to prescribe their duties; and

‘“(ii) enter into contracts and other ar-
rangements for studies, analyses, and other
services with public agencies and with pri-
vate persons, organizations, or institutions,
and make such payments as the Maritime
Security Advisor deems necessary to carry
out the provisions of this section.

“(b) MARITIME SECURITY BOARD.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of enactment of
this section, the President shall establish a
board, to be known as the ‘Maritime Secu-
rity Board’ (in this section referred to as the
‘Board’).

(1) COMPOSITION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall be com-
prised of the following individuals and rep-
resentatives:

‘(i) The Maritime Security Advisor de-
scribed in subsection (a).

‘(i) The Maritime Administrator.

¢(iii) The Commandant of the Coast Guard.

‘(iv) The Secretary of the Navy.

‘“(v) The Commander of the United States
Transportation Command.

‘(vi) The Chair of the Federal Maritime
Commission.

““(vii) The Assistant Secretary of the Army
for Civil Works.

‘‘(viii) The chief United States delegate to
the International Maritime Organization.

‘(ix) The Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere.

“(x) The Commissioner for Customs and
Border Protection.

‘(xi) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, or a designee.

‘(xii) The Secretary of Transportation, or
a designee.

‘Y(xiii) The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, or a designee.

‘“‘(xiv) The Secretary of State, or a des-
ignee.

‘““(xv) The Secretary of Labor, or a des-
ignee.

“‘(xvi) The Secretary of Commerce, or a
designee.

‘“(xvii) The Secretary of the Treasury, or a
designee.

‘(xviii) The Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, or a designee.

“(xix) From the Department of Defense—

““(I) the Secretary of Defense, or a des-
ignee;

“(IT) The Commander of the Military Sea-
1lift Command.

‘“(IIT) The Commander of Naval Sea Sys-
tems Command.
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‘“(IV) a representative of the Army, as ap-
pointed by the Secretary of Defense;

(V) a representative of the Air Force, as
appointed by the Secretary of Defense; and

‘“(VI) a representative of the Navy, as ap-
pointed by the Secretary of Defense.

¢(B) NONVOTING MEMBERS.—The individuals
and representatives listed in clauses (xi)
through (xxi) shall be nonvoting members.

‘(C) CHAIR.—The Maritime Security Advi-
sor shall serve as the Chair of the Board.

‘“(2) DuTiES.—Consistent with the National
Maritime Strategy under section 50114 of
this title, the Board shall carry out the fol-
lowing duties:

‘“(A) Supporting the development of the
marine transportation system of the United
States, including—

‘(i) assessing the adequacy of the marine
transportation system (including ports, wa-
terways, channels, and their intermodal con-
nections);

‘‘(i1) promoting the integration of the ma-
rine transportation system with other modes
of transportation and other uses of the ma-
rine environment; and

‘‘(iii) coordinating, improving the coordi-
nation of, and making recommendations
with regard to Federal policies that impact
the marine transportation system.

‘(B) Establishing policy priorities relating
to, and conducting independent oversight
over, the financial assistance programs
under part C of subtitle V of this title, in-
cluding—

‘(i) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of the SHIPS for America Act of
2026 and annually thereafter, establishing
targets for the number, type, and require-
ments of vessels to be included in each of—

‘“(I) the Maritime Security Fleet (con-
sistent with the most recent Mobility Capa-
bility Requirements Study produced by
United States Transportation Command);

““(IT) the Cable Security Fleet;

‘“(IITI) the Tanker Security Fleet (con-
sistent with the most recent Mobility Capa-
bility Requirements Study produced by
United States Transportation Command);

‘“(IV) the Strategic Commercial Fleet; and

(V) the Shipbuilding Financial Incentives
Program;

‘“(ii) submitting annual recommendations
to the appropriate committees of Congress
for any needed changes in the authorized
number of vessels eligible to participate in
the programs under part C of subtitle V of
this title; and

‘“(iii) conducting oversight of the adminis-
tration of such financial assistance programs
to ensure such programs support the stra-
tegic sealift objectives and policy of the
United States, as established in section 59101
of this title.

“(C) Supporting the Maritime Adminis-
trator in all efforts to conduct independent
oversight of passenger and cargo preference
requirements and supporting efforts to en-
able cargo to be carried on vessels of the
United States, including—

‘(1) conducting oversight and coordinating
interagency efforts to comply with cargo
preference requirements established under
chapter 553 of this title and section 2631 of
title 10;

‘(ii) independently verifying that all Fed-
eral agencies follow the requirements for
cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by
the United States Government under section
556305 of this title, and notifying the appro-
priate committees of Congress of any identi-
fied violations of the requirements of such
section;

‘“(iii) conducting outreach among non-
governmental stakeholders, including pri-
vate industry, to encourage more cargo to be
moved on vessels of the United States;
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‘(iv) developing recommendations for reg-
ulations to be issued by Federal agencies to
preference the movement of cargo on vessels
of the United States; and

‘(v) submitting recommendations to the
appropriate committees of Congress for
changes to laws relating to passenger and
cargo preferences for the purpose of estab-
lishing a more robust fleet of vessels of the
United States.

‘(D) Conducting independent oversight and
developing guidance and recommendations
related to the enforcement of the require-
ments of chapters 121 and 551 of this title.

‘“‘(BE) Coordinating national efforts to de-
velop a robust maritime workforce that en-
hances the national security and strategic
sealift readiness of the United States, includ-
ing—

‘(i) coordinating and conducting oversight
of interagency efforts and partnerships with
the maritime industry and qualified labor or-
ganizations to recruit, train, and retain
qualified licensed and unlicensed merchant
mariners; and

‘“(ii) coordinating and conducting over-
sight of interagency efforts and partnerships
with the shipbuilding industry to recruit,
train, and retain qualified workers in the
shipbuilding industry of the United States.

‘“‘(F) Establishing national priorities for re-
search and development of next-generation
technologies to enhance United States lead-
ership in the shipbuilding and maritime in-
dustries, including through the Center for
Maritime Innovation established under sec-
tion 50307.

‘(G) Coordinating efforts to protect vessels
of the United States operating in inter-
national or domestic commerce from phys-
ical and cybersecurity threats.

‘“(H) Conducting oversight of the use of
funds from the Maritime Security Trust
Fund established under section 50301(b) of
this title, and making recommendations to
Congress for expenditures from the Trust
Fund.

‘() Conducting studies on subjects related
to the maritime industry and international
shipping, and undertaking other efforts re-
lated to strengthening the maritime security
of the United States.

‘(J) Carrying out other duties, as assigned
by the President in consultation with the
Maritime Security Advisor, related to the
maritime industry, shipbuilding, ship repair,
strategic sealift, and the marine transpor-
tation system of the United States.

‘“(3) DELEGATION.—The Board may task
agencies who are represented by individuals
on the Board (as described under paragraph
(1)(A)) to carry out any duties of the Board.

‘“(4) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet not
less frequently than quarterly.

‘“(6) STAFF.—The Board may hire staff to
support its activities.

“(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the President establishes the Maritime
Security Board under this section, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Board shall submit a re-
port to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress describing—

‘“(A) the actions that the Board has taken
to carry out the duties required of the Board
under subsection (b)(2); and

‘“(B) a list of recommended actions that
the Board recommends Congress take to en-
hance the strength of the United States mar-
itime industry and support the economic and

national security needs of the United
States;.
‘(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—In this section, the term ‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’ means—

““(A) the Committees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate;
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‘(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and

¢(C) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 504 of subtitle V of title
46, United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:
¢50401. Maritime Security Advisor; Maritime

Security Board.
¢“560402. Maritime Transportation System Na-
tional Advisory Committee.
¢“50403. United States Committee on the Ma-
rine Transportation System.”.

(c) NATIONAL MARITIME STRATEGY.—Sec-
tion 50114 of title 46, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (a), and inserting
the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Maritime Security Advisor, in consulta-
tion with the Maritime Security Board, shall
develop a National Maritime Strategy and
submit that National Maritime Strategy to
the appropriate committees of Congress (as
that term is defined in section 3604 of the
SHIPS for America Act of 2026).

‘(2) TRANSITION.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), if a national maritime strategy
has been developed and submitted in accord-
ance with this section, as in effect on the
day before the date of enactment of the
SHIPS for America Act of 2026, in the 1-year
period before such date of enactment, the
Maritime Security Advisor shall implement
and update that national maritime strategy
and shall not develop a new national mari-
time strategy.”’; and

(2) by striking subsections (¢) and (d) and
inserting the following:

‘‘(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Upon the release of
a strategy under this section, the Maritime
Security Advisor, in consultation with the
Maritime Security Board, shall be respon-
sible for implementing the contents and rec-
ommendations of the strategy.

‘(d) UPDATE.—The Maritime Security Ad-
visor, in coordination with the Maritime Se-
curity Board, shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress (as that term is de-
fined in section 3604 of the SHIPS for Amer-
ica Act of 2026) an update to the strategy de-
veloped under subsection (a) not less often
than every 5 years.

‘‘(e) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY; IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN.—Not later than 6 months after the
submission of a strategy or update under
subsection (a), the Maritime Security Advi-
sor, in consultation with the Maritime Secu-
rity Board, shall make publicly available on
an appropriate website each strategy or up-
dated strategy and an implementation plan
for such strategy or update.”.

SEC. 3612. MARITIME TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Section 50402 is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘Sec-
retary of Transportation” and inserting
“Maritime Security Advisor and Maritime
Security Board’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘by the
Secretary of Transportation’;

(B) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

‘“(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the
Committee shall be appointed as follows:

““(A) The Maritime Security Advisor shall
appoint the following members of the Com-
mittee:

‘(i) At least one member to represent the
Environmental Protection Agency.

‘‘(ii) At least one member to represent the
Department of Commerce.

‘‘(iii) At least one member to represent the
Corps of Engineers.
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‘“(iv) At least one member to represent the
Coast Guard.

‘“(v) At least one member to represent Cus-
toms and Border Protection.

‘“(vi) At least one member to represent the
Maritime Administration.

‘“(vii) At least one member to represent the
Department of Agriculture.

‘Y(viii) At least one member to represent
the State Department.

‘“(ix) At least one member to represent
State and local governmental entities.

‘(B) Additional members shall represent
private sector entities that reflect a cross-
section of maritime industries, including
credentialed United States merchant mari-
ners, port and water stakeholders, academia,
and labor, of whom—

‘“(i) 3 shall be appointed by the majority
leader of the Senate;

‘“(ii) 3 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the Senate;

‘“(iii) 3 shall be appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives; and

‘“(iv) 3 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the House of Representatives.

“(C) The Maritime Security Advisor may
appoint additional members of the Com-
mittee, including additional representatives
from the United States Merchant Marine
Academy, State maritime academies, or
other Federal agencies, as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.’”’; and

(C) in paragraph (4), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) as clauses (i) and (ii),
respectively, and adjusting the margins ac-
cordingly;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (4) as sub-
paragraph (A) and adjusting the margins ac-

cordingly;

(E) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(4) RESTRICTIONS ON MEMBERS.—’; and

(F) at the end of paragraph (4), as so des-
ignated, by inserting the following:

“(B) RESTRICTIONS ON ADDITIONAL MEM-
BERS.—Members appointed under this para-
graph that are not representing Federal
agencies—

‘(i) shall remain on the Committee for a
term of 3 years from the date that the mem-
ber is appointed; and

‘“(ii) may not serve more than 2 consecu-
tive terms.”’.

SEC. 3613. DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY; AUTHORIZA-
TION FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.

(a) MARITIME ADMINISTRATION DIRECT HIRE
AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator may appoint, without regard to the
provisions of sections 3309 through 3319 of
title 5, United States Code, candidates to po-
sitions in the competitive service within the
Maritime Administration for which—

(A) public notice has been given;

(B) the Administrator has determined that
a critical hiring need exists; and

(C) the Administrator has consulted with
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement regarding—

(i) the positions for which the Adminis-
trator plans to recruit;

(ii) the quantity of candidates the Admin-
istrator is seeking; and

(iii) the assessment and selection policies
the Administrator plans to utilize.

(2) DEFINITION OF CRITICAL HIRING NEED.—In
this subsection, the term ‘‘critical hiring
need’”’ means personnel necessary for the im-
plementation of this title and associated
work.

(b) COAST GUARD DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating may appoint, without regard to the
provisions of sections 3309 through 3319 of
title 5, United States Code, candidates to po-
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sitions in the competitive service within of-
fices under the Assistant Commandant for
Prevention Policy of the Coast Guard, for
which—

(A) public notice has been given;

(B) the Secretary has determined that a
critical hiring need exists; and

(C) the Secretary has consulted with the
Director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment regarding—

(i) the positions for which the Secretary
plans to recruit;

(ii) the quantity of candidates the Sec-
retary is seeking; and

(iii) the assessment and selection policies
the Secretary plans to utilize.

(2) DEFINITION OF CRITICAL HIRING NEED.—In
this subsection, the term ‘‘critical hiring
need’”’ means personnel necessary for the im-
plementation of this title and associated
work.

(c) COMPETITIVE SERVICE.—In this section,
the term ‘‘competitive service” has the
meaning given the term in section 2102 of
title 5, United States Code.

SEC. 3614. FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION RE-
PORT ON VESSELS OF THE UNITED
STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Maritime
Commission shall annually submit a report
to the Maritime Security Board and the ap-
propriate committees of Congress evaluating
the competitiveness of vessels of the United
States in foreign commerce. The Maritime
Security Board shall utilize the findings of
such report to inform the National Maritime
Strategy under section 50114 of title 46,
United States Code, and other activities of
the Board.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report shall include—

(1) metrics concerning carriage of foreign
commerce on vessels of the United States;

(2) information about the price parity of
carriage of foreign commerce on vessels of
the United States versus foreign vessels (as
defined in section 110 of title 46, United
States Code) by market;

(3) identification of markets of oppor-
tunity for the United States to compete in
foreign commerce where rates are in relative
parity to vessels of the United States;

(4) markets in which United States inter-
ests paid above average rates for foreign
commerce, including with foreign and do-
mestic carriers; and

(5) an assessment of the foreign vessel reg-
istries of peer competitor countries to deter-
mine—

(A) the roles of the governments of peer
competitor countries in their vessel registry
processes, including policy practices that
may provide a disadvantage to the United
States;

(B) the sizes of the fleets of foreign vessels
registered with such countries, including
how many of such foreign vessels are domes-
tically built and how many are built in other
countries; and

(C) the price parity of vessels of the United
States, as compared to foreign vessels reg-
istered with peer competitor countries that
are operating in global markets identified as
a priority by the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion.

Subtitle B—Maritime Security Trust Fund

SEC. 3621. MARITIME SECURITY TRUST FUND ES-
TABLISHED.

Section 50301 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking the section heading and in-
serting ‘‘Funds established’’;

(2) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A), (B), and (C), as clauses (i),
(ii), and (iii), respectively, and adjusting the
margins accordingly;
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(B) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2),
and (3), as subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C), re-
spectively, and adjusting the margins ac-
cordingly;

(C) in subparagraph (A), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘paragraph
(2)”’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (B)’’;

(D) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B), in the matter preceding
clause (i), by striking ‘“‘Paragraph (1)’ and
inserting ‘‘Subparagraph (A)’’; and

(E) in subparagraph (C), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘Paragraph
(1) and inserting ‘‘Subparagraph (A)’’;

(3) in subsection (f), by redesignating para-
graphs (1) through (4) as subparagraphs (A)
through (D), respectively, and adjusting the
margins accordingly;

(4) by redesignating subsections (b)
through (g) as paragraphs (2) through (7), re-
spectively, and adjusting the margins ac-
cordingly;

(5) in subsection (a), by striking “IN GEN-
ERAL’ and all that follows through ‘‘There is
a’’ and inserting the following:

‘““(a) VESSEL OPERATIONS
FUND.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is a’’;

(6) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1)’;
and

(7) by adding at the end the following:

““(b) MARITIME SECURITY TRUST FUND.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is a ‘Maritime Se-
curity Trust Fund’ for use in carrying out
programs or activities associated with sup-
porting the merchant marine of the United
States and the maritime industrial base.

‘(2) TOTAL BALANCE.—The total amount in
the Maritime Security Trust Fund at any
time shall not exceed $20,000,000,000.

‘(3) EXPENDITURES.—Amounts in the Mari-
time Security Trust Fund shall be author-
ized to be appropriated out of the Maritime
Security Trust Fund as provided by in appro-
priations acts made after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.”.

Subtitle C—Sealift Capability
SEC. 3631. SEALIFT CAPABILITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle V of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“PART H—STRATEGIC SEALIFT

‘“Sec.

¢“59101. Objectives and policy.

¢“69102. Procurement, maintenance, and oper-
ation.

¢“69103. Sealift prioritization.

¢“59104. Report on privilege.

“§59101. Objectives and policy

‘“(a) OBJECTIVES.—It is necessary for the
national defense and economic security of
the United States that the United States
have vessels of the United States capable of
providing and supporting strategic sealift—

‘(1) sufficient to meet surge defense de-
ployment and essential economic activities
for the United States in times of crisis or
war;

‘(2) sufficient to respond unilaterally to
national security threats in geographic areas
not covered by alliance commitments and
ensure economic security resilience for
United States trade; and

“(3) built, operated, and maintained during
all times, primarily in the United States to
protect and ensure national security resil-
iency and avoid foreign coercion of critical
supply chains.

“(b) PoLicY.—It is the policy of the United
States to encourage and aid the development
and maintenance of vessels of the United
States with strategic sealift capabilities sat-
isfying the objectives described in subsection
(a).
‘‘(c) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Security
Board shall annually develop a strategy to
leverage the financial assistance programs
established under part C of this subtitle to
expand the number of vessels of the United
States needed to accomplish the objectives
described under subsection (a).

““(2) STRATEGY COMPONENTS.—The strategy
developed by the Maritime Security Board
shall include—

‘“(A) annual goals for the number of vessels
that will be brought into the fleet of vessels
of the United States capable of providing
strategic sealift utilizing the Maritime Secu-
rity Fleet under chapter 531 of this title, the
Cable Security Fleet under chapter 532 of
this title, the Tanker Security Fleet under
chapter 534 of this title, the Strategic Com-
mercial Fleet under chapter 536 of this title,
and the Shipbuilding Financial Incentives
program, consistent with the most recent
Mobility Capability Requirements Study
produced by United States Transportation
Command; and

“(B) an assessment of domestic ship-
building capacity and a strategy to increase
the capacity of the domestic shipbuilding in-
dustry utilizing the Shipbuilding Financial
Incentives program.

¢(3) NATIONAL MARITIME STRATEGY.—The
strategy developed by the Maritime Security
Board under paragraph (1) shall be consistent
with the National Maritime Strategy devel-
oped under section 50114.

‘‘(d) REPORT REQUIRED.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon completion, the
Maritime Security Board shall transmit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a
summary of the strategy developed under
subsection (c), with a classified annex as nec-
essary.

‘“(2) DEFINITION.—In this part, the term ‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ has the
meaning given that term in section 3604 of
the SHIPS for America Act of 2026.

“§59102. Procurement, maintenance, and op-
eration

‘‘(a) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—The Maritime
Administrator, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Home-
land Security, shall build, acquire, maintain,
coordinate, support, and operate a sufficient
and privileged fleet of vessels of the United
States with commercial and military sealift
capability.

““(b) SUPPLEMENTAL CAPABILITY.—In devel-
oping sealift capability under this part, the
Secretary of Transportation and the Sec-
retary of Defense shall continue to support a
sufficient Maritime Security Fleet under
chapter 531 of this title, a Cable Security
Fleet under chapter 532 of this title, a Tank-
er Security Fleet under chapter 534 of this
title, the Strategic Commercial Fleet under
chapter 536 of this title, a Military Sealift
Command of the Department of the Navy,
and a Ready Reserve Force component of the
National Defense Reserve Fleet under sec-
tion 57100 of this title, to provide capacity
and resiliency for unilateral United States
strategic sealift in peace, crisis, and war.

““(c) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—No court shall have
jurisdiction to review decisions made by the
Maritime Administrator, the Secretary of
Defense, or the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity with respect to this section.

“§ 59103. Sealift prioritization

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In acquiring, maintain-
ing, coordinating, and supporting a fleet of
vessels capable of providing sealift capacity
during wartime and crisis, the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall ensure the avail-
ability of vessels, in the following order of
priority:

‘(1) Commercial vessels of the United
States.
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““(2) Vessels of the United States that are
owned and operated by the United States
Government.

‘“(8) Vessels of countries that are defense
treaty allies of the United States.

‘“(4) Vessels of countries that are strategic
partners of the United States.

‘“(b) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—No court shall have
jurisdiction to review decisions made by the
Maritime Administrator or the Secretary of
Defense with respect to this section.

“§ 59104. Report on privilege

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2027, the Secretary of Transportation, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Commerce,
the Chair of the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion, and the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report
including ways to ensure vessels of the
United States operating in foreign commerce
are privileged in regulation, fees, insurance,
and policy compared to foreign vessels con-
ducting trade with a United States domiciled
entity, while remaining consistent with the
international obligations of the United
States.

‘“(b) CONTENTS.—In submitting the report
under subsection (a), the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall include options for regu-
lating trade with foreign vessels in order to
sustain and grow the Maritime Security
Fleet under chapter 531 of this title, the
Cable Security Fleet under chapter 532 of
this title, the Tanker Security Fleet under
chapter 534 of this title, the Strategic Com-
mercial Fleet under chapter 536 of this title,
and other vessels of the United States oper-
ating in foreign commerce.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
chapters for subtitle V of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“PART H—STRATEGIC SEALIFT".
SEC. 3632. NATIONAL FREIGHT STRATEGIC PLAN.

Section 70102(b) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (16), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (17), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(18) consideration of United States stra-
tegic sealift objectives and strategies estab-
lished under section 59101 of title 46; and

‘(19) consideration of maritime networks
in multimodal freight corridors.”.

SEC. 3633. FOREIGN SHIPPING PRACTICES; CON-
TROLLED CARRIERS.

(a) FOREIGN SHIPPING PRACTICES.—Section
42301(b) of title 46, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or pas-
sengers’’ after ‘‘transportation of cargo’’;
and

(2) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘or pas-
sengers’’ after ‘‘carriage of cargo’.

(b) CONTROLLED CARRIERS.—Chapter 407 of
title 46, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 40701—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the
end;

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) arrange or provide passenger transpor-
tation at a fare that is below a just and rea-
sonable level.”’;

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’” and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’’;

(C) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’” and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’’; and

(D) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’” and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’’;



July 22, 2026

(2) in section 40702(b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘rule, or regulation’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘rule, regulation, or fare’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘rate or
charge’” and inserting ‘‘rate, charge, or
fare’’; and

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’” and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’’;

(3) in section 40703, by striking ‘‘a rate,
charge,” and inserting ‘‘a rate, fare,
charge,”’; and

(4) in section 40704—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’ and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’’;

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’ and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’’;

(C) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’ and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’’ each place the term appears;

(D) in subsection (d)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation’” and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare’ each place the term appears; and

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation” and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare” each place the term appears; and

(E) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘rule, or
regulation” and inserting ‘‘rule, regulation,
or fare” each place the term appears.

Subtitle D—Vessels of the United States in

International Commerce
CHAPTER 1—STRATEGIC SEALIFT
PROGRAMS
SEC. 3641. FLEET TESTING AND BRIEFING RE-

QUIREMENT.

(a) TEST.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mander of the United States Transportation
Command, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of the Navy and the Maritime Admin-
istrator, shall devise a tabletop exercise to
test the effective control of the Maritime Se-
curity Fleet under chapter 531 of title 46,
United States Code, and the Tanker Security
Fleet under chapter 534 of such title, in case
of crisis or war.

(b) BRIEFING.—After completion of the ta-
bletop exercise under subsection (a), the
Commander shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a briefing on the re-
sults of such tabletop exercise.

(c) ANNUAL TESTING.—Beginning not later
than 1 year after the briefing is submitted
under subsection (b), the Commander shall—

(1) carry out tabletop drills to test effec-
tive control of the Maritime Security Fleet
under chapter 531 of title 46, United States
Code, and the Tanker Security Fleet under
chapter 534 of such title; and

(2) provide to the appropriate committees
of Congress a briefing after each such drill
on the results of such drill.

SEC. 3642. ASSESSMENT OF UNDERSEA CABLE
REPAIR CONTINGENCIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with
the Maritime Administrator, the Federal
Communications Commission, and other rel-
evant Federal agencies, shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress an as-
sessment on the ability and preparedness of
the USNS Zeus and the Cable Security Fleet
under chapter 532 of title 46, United States
Code, to repair transoceanic submarine fiber
optic cables that may be damaged or cut by
adversaries.

(b) CONTENTS.—The assessment under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) a description of preparedness to address
a situation in which the cables of partner
countries in both the Pacific and Atlantic
Oceans are damaged or severed at or around
the same time;
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(2) a determination as to how long it would
take for the Cable Security Fleet, in coordi-
nation with partner countries, to repair such
cables; and

(3) the options available to provide
connectivity in an emergency or crisis
caused by, or related to, the damaging or
severing of such cables.

SEC. 3643. SHIPBUILDING FINANCIAL INCEN-
TIVES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part C of subtitle V of
title 46, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after chapter 537 the following:

“CHAPTER 538—SHIPBUILDING
FINANCIAL INCENTIVES

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall establish a program that,
in accordance with the requirements of this
section, provides Federal grant assistance to
covered entities to—

‘(1) aid in the construction of a vessel that
shall be documented under the laws of the
United States; or

‘“(2) incentivize a qualified shipyard invest-
ment.

‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, the
Committee on Armed Services, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives.

‘“(2) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘covered
entity’ means—

‘“(A) any proposed vessel purchaser who is
a citizen of the United States; or

‘(B) any shipyard of the United States
with the ability, experience, financial re-
sources, and other qualifications to con-
struct or repair a military vessel or a vessel
to be used in the foreign commerce of the
United States.

““(3) FOREIGN COMMERCE.—The term ‘foreign
commerce’ means—

‘“(A) commerce or trade between the
United States, its territories or possessions,
or the District of Columbia, and a foreign
country; and

‘(B) commerce or trade between foreign
countries.

““(4) FOREIGN COUNTRY OF CONCERN; FOREIGN
ENTITY OF CONCERN.—The terms ‘foreign
country of concern’ and ‘foreign entity of
concern’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 3604 of the SHIPS for America Act
of 2026.

¢“(5) QUALIFIED SHIPYARD INVESTMENT.—The
term ‘qualified shipyard investment’ means
an investment to construct, modernize, or
expand—

‘“(A) a shipyard of the United States that
constructs or repairs civilian or military
vessels; or

‘(B) a manufacturing facility—

“(i) that is—

‘“(I) a component supplier;

‘“(IT) a subcomponent supplier; or

‘(IIT) a manufacturing equipment supplier;

“(ii) that is based in the United States; and

‘“(iii)(I) at which at least 50 percent of the
products produced will be sold to shipyards
of the United States or used to construct
vessels of the United States; or

‘“(II) at which the investment will more
than double the facility’s capacity to
produce products to be sold to shipyards of
the United Sates or used to construct vessels
of the United States, as determined by the
Administrator.

¢‘(6) SHIPYARD OF THE UNITED STATES.—The
term ‘shipyard of the United States’ has the
meaning given that term in section 505 of the
Merchant Marine Act,1936 (46 U.S.C. 53101
note).
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‘‘(c) PROCEDURE.—

‘(1) APPLICATION.—A covered entity apply-
ing for grant funding under this section shall
submit an application to the Maritime Ad-
ministrator.

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In order for a covered
entity to qualify for a grant under this sec-
tion, the covered entity shall—

““(A) for grants related to construction of a
vessel of the United States as described in
subsection (a)(1)—

‘(i) enter into an agreement with the Mar-
itime Administrator establishing that the
vessel that is constructed with Federal fi-
nancial assistance shall be, for a period of
not less than 10 years, documented under the
laws of the United States; and

‘‘(ii) agree to carry out all construction in
a shipyard of the United States as the result
of competitive bidding, after due advertise-
ment, with the right reserved by the Admin-
istrator to disapprove any or all bids;

“(B) for a grant related to qualified ship-
yard investments as described in subsection
(a)(2), use the award amounts for invest-
ments in—

(i) facilities or equipment related to ship-
building or ship repair; or

‘(ii) maritime component suppliers and
subcomponent suppliers with over 50 percent
maritime use in each such investment; and

“(C) make commitments to worker and
community investment, including through—

‘(i) programs to expand employment op-
portunity for economically disadvantaged
individuals; and

‘“(ii) securing commitments from regional
educational and training entities and insti-
tutions of higher education to provide work-
force training, including programming for
training and job placement of economically
disadvantaged individuals.

‘“(3) REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS.—

‘“(A) CONSIDERATIONS FOR REVIEW.—With
respect to the review by the Maritime Ad-
ministrator of an application submitted—

‘(i) the Maritime Administrator may not
approve an application for construction of a
vessel as described in subsection (a)(1) unless
the Administrator—

‘“(I) determines that a vessel funded
through the program will aid in the pro-
motion and development of foreign com-
merce;

“(IT) determines that the vessel purchaser
applying for funding under this section pos-
sesses the ability, experience, financial re-
sources, and other qualifications necessary
for the operation and maintenance of the
proposed new vessel;

“(ITI) determines that the shipyard that
will construct a vessel under this section
possesses the ability, experience, financial
resources, equipment, and other qualifica-
tions necessary to properly to construct the
proposed vessel;

“(IV) confirms that any newly constructed
vessel has dedicated space for workforce
training programs identified by the Adminis-
trator; and

(V) has notified the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress not later than 15 days before
making any award to any covered entity;

‘‘(ii) the Maritime Administrator may not
approve an application for qualified shipyard
investments as described in subsection (a)(2)
unless the Administrator—

“(I) confirms that the covered entity has
received an incentive offered by a govern-
mental entity to a covered entity for the
purposes of supporting a qualified shipyard
investment within that jurisdiction;

““(IT1) ensures that the covered entity has
an executable plan to sustain the facility
without additional Federal financial assist-
ance under this subsection for the facility;
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‘(ITI) determines that the project to which
the application relates is in the economic in-
terests of the United States; and

“(IV) receives detailed information on—

‘‘(aa) the customers, or categories of cus-
tomers, which the covered entity plans to
serve;

‘“(bb) the type of expenditures which the
covered entity plans to make; and

‘‘(ce) the workforce positions that the cov-
ered entity plans to employ, including any
required recruitment, training, and hiring;
and

‘‘(iii) the Maritime Administrator may
consider—

‘() whether the covered entity has pre-
viously received financial assistance under
this section;

‘(IT) the price for the construction or re-
pair of a vessel that has been negotiated be-
tween a shipyard and proposed vessel pur-
chaser, and whether the negotiated price is
fair and reasonable;

‘“(ITII) whether the covered entity commits
to use equipment, materials, and supplies
that are produced in the United States, and
utilize, to the maximum extent practicable,
subcontractors and suppliers that are based
in the United States; and

““(IV) whether the covered entity commits
to utilizing new or emerging technologies.

‘(B) RECORDS.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator may request records and information
from the covered entity. The covered entity
shall provide the records and information re-
quested by the Administrator.

“(d) AWARD AMOUNTS.—

‘(1) CONSTRUCTION OF A VESSEL OF THE
UNITED STATES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For grant awards re-
lated to construction of a vessel of the
United States, as described in subsection
(a)(1), the Maritime Administrator shall de-
termine the appropriate amount and funding
for each financial assistance award made
under this section.

‘“(B) DETERMINATION.—In making the de-
termination under subparagraph (A), the
Maritime Administrator shall consider the
difference in the cost of constructing the
proposed vessel within the United States
over the fair and reasonable estimate of cost
of the construction of that type of vessel if
it were constructed under similar plans and
specifications in a foreign shipbuilding cen-
ter that is deemed by the Administrator to
furnish a fair and representative example for
the determination of the estimated foreign
cost of construction of vessels of the type
proposed to be constructed.

‘(2) QUALIFIED SHIPYARD INVESTMENTS.—
For grant awards provided to incentivize
qualified shipyard investments as described
in subsection (a)(2), the Maritime Adminis-
trator shall determine the appropriate
amount for each financial assistance award
made to a covered entity to maximize pri-
vate sector investments and to expand ship-
yard and ship building capacity of the United
States.

‘“(3) USE OF FUNDS.—A covered entity that
receives a financial assistance award under
this section may only use the financial as-
sistance award amounts to—

““(A)(@i) finance the construction of a vessel
to be built in the United States and docu-
mented under the laws of the United States;
or

‘‘(ii) support site development, construc-
tion, and modernization for qualified ship-
yard investments; and

‘(B) support workforce development for a
shipyard or qualified shipyard investment.

‘“(e) APPLICATIONS FOR RECONSTRUCTION,
CONDITIONING, OR REPOWERING.—The Mari-
time Administrator may consider an applica-
tion as described in subsection (a)(1), and
award grants under this section, for the re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

construction, reconditioning, or repowering
of an existing vessel in a shipyard of the
United States.

“(f) PILOT PROGRAM FOR VESSELS IN DOMES-
TIC COMMERCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator may, if determined to be consistent
with all other requirements of this section
(except the requirement under subsection
(©)(3)(A)({A)(I)(aa)), establish a pilot program
to consider an application as described in
subsection (a)(1), and award financial assist-
ance under this section for the construction
or repair of a vessel for use in service other
than foreign commerce.

‘(2) ELIGIBLE VESSELS.—In addition to all
other requirements of this section (except
the requirement under subsection
(©)(3)(A)({E)(I)(aa)), funding through the pilot
program under this subsection shall only be
used for construction or repair of vessels of
the United States that—

‘““(A)() will operate in an emerging indus-
try or a new trade lane;

‘‘(i1) will not compete with existing vessels
of the United States; and

‘“(iii) will not serve a market already
served by a vessel of the United States with
a coastwise endorsement;

‘“(B)(1) will replace an existing vessel of the
United States that is or will be acquired by
the Administrator to be placed in the Na-
tional Defense Reserve Fleet, pursuant to
section 57101; and

‘‘(ii) as consideration for the payment of fi-
nancial assistance, will operate for not
longer than 21 years, at which time owner-
ship will be transferred to the Maritime Ad-
ministrator and the vessel placed in the Na-
tional Defense Reserve Fleet, pursuant to
section 57101; or

‘“(C) will be an oceanographic research ves-
sel (as defined in section 2101 of this title).

“(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to alter
the requirements under section 55102.

‘‘(g) CLARIFICATION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the provision by the
Administrator of Federal financial assist-
ance for a project described in this section
shall not be considered to be a major Federal
action under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) or
an undertaking for the purposes of division A
of subtitle III of title 54, United States Code.

“(j) Buy AMERICA.—Section 54101(d)(2) shall
apply to any funds obligated by the Adminis-
trator under this section.

(k) GAO REVIEW.—The Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall—

‘(1) not later than 2 years after the date of
disbursement of the first financial award
under this section, and biennially thereafter
for 10 years, conduct a review of the program
under this section; and

‘“(2) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress the results of each review.

‘“(1) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No funds made available
under this section may—

““(A) be used to construct, modify, or im-
prove a facility outside of the United States;

‘“(B) be provided to a foreign entity of con-
cern or to support a foreign entity of con-
cern; or

‘“(C) be used to purchase materials that are
procured or sourced from a foreign entity of
concern, if such funds are for construction of
a vessel as described in subsection (a)(1).

‘“(2) STOCK BUYBACKS.—An entity receiving
financial assistance under this section may
not engage in any stock buyback for a period
of 5 years after receiving such assistance.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
chapters at the beginning of part C of sub-
title V of title 46, United States Code, and at
the beginning of subtitle V of such title, are
each amended by inserting after the item re-
lating to chapter 537 the following new item:
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¢“638. Shipbuilding financial incen-

BIVES o 53801".
CHAPTER 2—CARGO PREFERENCE
SEC. 3644. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT CARGO.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) only the Maritime Administrator, act-
ing in the Administrator’s capacity as Direc-
tor of the National Shipping Authority, has
the authority to determine the non-avail-
ability of qualified capacity of vessels of the
United States (referred to in this subsection
as ‘‘qualified United States flag capacity’’)
at fair and reasonable rates for commercial
vessels of the United States to meet the re-
quirements of section 55305 or 55314 of title
46, United States Code; and

(2) the requirements of section 55305 or
56314 of title 46, United States Code, may
only be waived temporarily by the President,
the Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary of
Transportation during a declared emergency
justifying such a temporary waiver, fol-
lowing a determination by the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, acting in the Maritime Admin-
istrator’s capacity as Director of the Na-
tional Shipping Authority, of the non-avail-
ability of qualified United States flag capac-
ity at fair and reasonable rates for commer-
cial vessels of the United States pursuant to
section 55305(d) of title 46, United States
Code.

(b) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 55305(a) of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by striking
“at least 50’ and inserting ‘“100°°.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
the date that is 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(c) WAIVER.—Section 55305(d)(1) of title 46,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

(1) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, when the President,
the Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary of
Transportation declares the existence of an
emergency justifying a temporary waiver of
this section or section 55314 of this title, the
President, the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of State, or the Secretary of Trans-
portation, following a determination by the
Maritime Administrator, acting in the Ad-
ministrator’s capacity as Director, National
Shipping Authority, in consultation with the
Maritime Security Board, of the non-avail-
ability of qualified United States flag capac-
ity at fair and reasonable rates for commer-
cial vessels of the United States to meet the
requirements of this section or section 55314
of this title, may waive compliance with
such section to the extent, in the manner,
and on the terms the Maritime Adminis-
trator, acting in such capacity, prescribes,
and no other waivers of the requirements of
this section or section 55314 of this title shall
be authorized.

“(B) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT FOR THE DE-
TERMINATION OF NON-AVAILABILITY.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of the SHIPS for
America Act of 2026, the Maritime Security
Advisor shall facilitate an interagency
agreement between the Maritime Adminis-
trator and the head of each agency subject to
the requirements of subsection (a).

‘(ii) CoNTENTS.—Each interagency agree-
ment shall include—

‘() an explanation of the process the agen-
cy shall follow to request a determination of
non-availability by the Maritime Adminis-
trator under subparagraph (A);

“(IT) a standard process that the Maritime
Administrator shall follow for making such a
determination of non-availability; and

“(I1I) deadlines—
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‘‘(aa) for when an agency shall submit a re-
quest for such a determination of non-avail-
ability prior to the transportation of equip-
ment, materials, or commodities subject to
subsection (a); and

““(bb) for when the Maritime Administrator
shall make such a determination of non-
availability after receiving a request for a
temporary waiver under subparagraph (A).

‘‘(iii) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—The
Maritime Security Advisor shall notify the
appropriate committees of Congress—

““(I) when each interagency agreement re-
quired under this subparagraph is finalized;
and

“(IT) any time that an interagency agree-
ment required under this subparagraph is up-
dated.”.

(d) CLARIFICATION.—Section 55305(d)(3)(B)
of title 46, United States Code, is amended by
inserting ‘‘Maritime Security Board and
the’’ after “‘to the”.

SEC. 3645. CARGO PREFERENCE IMPLEMENTA-
TION REGULATIONS.

(a) REGULATIONS AND GUIDANCE.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Maritime Administrator, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, reg-
ulation, or administrative order, shall—

(1) promulgate regulations under sub-
chapter III of chapter 5 of title 5, United
States Code, to fully implement and ensure
compliance with sections 55305, 55314, 55315,
and 55316 of title 46, United States Code;

(2) issue interagency guidance to other
Federal departments and agencies on how to
administer the programs that are subject to
such sections in accordance with those sec-
tions, as applicable; and

(3) publish such guidance in the Federal
Register and on the website of the Maritime
Administration.

(b) REPEAL OF EARLIER REGULATORY DEAD-
LINE.—Subsection (a) of section 3502 of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (46 U.S.C.
55305 note; Public Law 117-263), is repealed.

SEC. 3646. CARGO PREFERENCE OVERSIGHT AND
AUDIT.

Section 55301 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘section
55305 and inserting ‘‘sections 55305, 55314,
55315, and 55316°’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(d) NOTIFICATION OF VIOLATION.—The Mar-
itime Administrator shall—

‘(1) upon receiving any credible informa-
tion, as determined by the Administrator,
that a Federal department or agency that
administers a program covered by a report
required under subsection (a) was not in
compliance with the requirements of section
55305, 55314, 55315, or 55316 of this title (as ap-
plicable), notify the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives not later than 14 days after
receiving such information; and

‘“(2) upon receiving any credible informa-
tion, as determined by the Administrator,
that a Federal department or agency that
administers a program covered by a report
required under subsection (a) was not in
compliance with the requirements of section
2631 of title 10, United States Code, notify
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives not later than 14
days after receiving such information.”.
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SEC. 3647. PRIORITY FOR VESSELS OF THE
UNITED STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part D of subtitle V of
title 46, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after chapter 553 the following:

“CHAPTER 555—PRIORITY FOR VESSELS

OF THE UNITED STATES
“Sec.
““65501. Priority for vessels of the United
States.
“§55501. Priority for vessels of the United

States

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation may allow a vessel of the United
States to be given priority at any port in the
United States, ahead of a waiting vessel of a
foreign country of concern (as defined in sec-
tion 3604 of the SHIPS for America Act of
2026) or owned by a foreign entity of concern
(as so defined).

‘“(b) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), if the Secretary of Transpor-
tation finds that it is in the national inter-
est, the Secretary may eliminate the pri-
ority under this section at any port. The
Secretary shall report to the appropriate
committees of Congress, as defined in sec-
tion 3604 of the SHIPS for America Act of
2026, by not later than 30 days after an action
eliminating priority under this section.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
chapters for subtitle V of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to chapter 553 the fol-
lowing:

‘655, Priority for
United States 55501,
SEC. 3648. TRANSPORTATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR CERTAIN EXPORTS SPONSORED
BY THE SECRETARY OF AGRI-

CULTURE.

Section 55314 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting before subsection (b) the
following:

‘“(a) APPLICABILITY.—The requirements
under section 55305 of this title shall apply
with respect to the activities specified in
subsection (b).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘Secretary of Agriculture or the
Commodity Credit Corporation’ and insert-
ing ‘“Federal Government’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘titles I,
II, or III of”’ after ‘‘carried out under’’;

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘agricul-
tural commodities or their products’ and in-
serting ‘‘agricultural products’’;

(D) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘agricul-
tural commodities or their products’ and in-
serting ‘‘agricultural products’’;

(E) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘agricul-
tural commodities or their products’ and in-
serting ‘‘agricultural products’’;

(F) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘agricul-
tural commodities” and inserting ‘‘agricul-
tural products’’;

(G) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), (6),
and (7) as paragraphs (6), (7), (8), and (9), re-
spectively; and

(H) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) carried out under the Food for
Progress Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 17360);

““(5) carried out under the McGovern-Dole
International Food for Education and Child
Nutrition Program under section 3107 of the
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 (7 U.S.C. 17360-1);”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(c) AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘agricultural product’
means any food product, including an agri-
cultural commodity, specialty crop (as such
term is defined in section 3 of the Specialty
Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C.

of the

vessels
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1621 note)), or processed food product, ex-
ported from the United States.”.
SEC. 3649. SHIP AMERICA OFFICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 553 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SUBCHAPTER IV—SHIP AMERICA
OFFICE

“§55341. Establishment of Ship America Of-
fice

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall establish within the Mari-
time Administration an office to be known
as the ‘Ship America Office’. The Maritime
Administrator shall appoint the head of the
Ship America Office (in this section referred
to as the ‘Ship America Associate Adminis-
trator’).

‘“(b) DUTIES.—The Ship America Associate
Administrator shall have the following du-
ties:

‘(1) Providing assistance to private sector
entities, Federal financial assistance recipi-
ents, Federal agencies, Federal contractors,
and owners and operators of oceangoing ves-
sels of the United States to facilitate the
movement of commercial and government
cargo on vessels of the United States in
international commerce.

‘(2) Maximizing compliance across Federal
agencies with this chapter, section 2631 of
title 10, and any other cargo preference law
of the United States.

‘(3) Providing training and assistance to
Federal employees, in all Federal agencies
responsible for shipping preference cargo, on
the legal obligations under this chapter, sec-
tion 2631 of title 10, United States Code, and
any other cargo preference law of the United
States.

“(4) Developing a ‘Ship America’
verification program to develop self-certifi-
cation industry standards, in partnership
with private sector entities, to allow private
sector entities to verifiably demonstrate
that a product was transported to the United
States aboard a vessel of the United States.

““(5) Supporting the efforts of the executive
branch to develop and sustain a fleet of ves-
sels of the United States and maritime in-
dustrial base to meet the sealift needs of
Federal agencies.

‘(6) Where practicable, making accessible,
and regularly updating, the publicly avail-
able contact information for oceangoing ves-
sels of the United States for the purposes of
moving international commerce.

‘“(7) Publishing, and regularly updating,
centralized information on the commercial
benefits available to private sector entities
for moving commercial cargo on oceangoing
vessels of the United States.

‘(8) Preparing the reports under subsection
(c).
‘‘(c) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, and biennially thereafter, the Maritime
Administrator, acting through the Ship
America Associate Administrator, shall re-
port to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress (as defined in section 3604 of the SHIPS
for America Act of 2026) and the Maritime
Security Board on—

‘(1) the opportunities and challenges faced
by commercial entities to move cargo on
oceangoing vessels of the United States; and

‘(2) recommendations to increase inter-
national commerce moving on vessels of the
United States.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 553 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“SUBCHAPTER IV—SHIP AMERICA OFFICE

‘‘55341. Establishment of Ship America Of-
fice.”.
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CHAPTER 3—REGULATORY REFORM
SEC. 3655. ALTERNATE STANDARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 33 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 3317 and 3318
as sections 3318 and 3319, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 3316 the fol-
lowing:

“§3317. Alternate standards

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the SHIPS for
America Act of 2026, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Maritime Administrator,
shall establish alternate standards to allow
self-propelled vessels providing oceangoing
transportation that are not documented
under chapter 121 of this title to receive a
certificate of inspection if the vessel will be-
come a documented vessel.

‘“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Under the program
established under subsection (a), a self-pro-
pelled vessel used to provide oceangoing
transportation that is not documented under
chapter 121 of this title shall be eligible for
a certificate of inspection if the Secretary
determines that—

‘(1) the owner of the vessel has agreed to
apply to have the vessel documented under
chapter 121 upon receiving the certificate;

‘(2) at the time of the receipt of such cer-
tificate, the vessel is eligible for documenta-
tion under such chapter;

““(3) the vessel is classed by and designed in
accordance with the rules of a classification
society accepted by the Secretary;

‘“(4) the vessel complies with applicable
international agreements and associated
guidelines, as determined by the country in
which the vessel was documented imme-
diately before becoming documented under
chapter 121, notwithstanding any other law
including any regulation;

‘“(5) the vessel has been assessed for cyber-
security and surveillance risks; and

‘(6) the country in which the vessel was
documented immediately before becoming
documented under chapter 121 has not been
identified by the Secretary as inadequately
enforcing international vessel regulations as
to that vessel.

‘(c) CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTIFI-
CATE.—This section does not apply to a ves-
sel after any date on which the vessel fails to
comply with the applicable international
agreements and associated guidelines re-
ferred to in subsection (b)(4).

“(d) RELIANCE ON CLASSIFICATION SOCI-
ETY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may rely
on a certification from the American Bureau
of Shipping or, subject to paragraph (2), an-
other classification society accepted by the
Secretary to establish that a vessel is in
compliance with the requirements of para-
graphs (3), (4), and (6) of subsection (b) and of
subsection (c).

¢“(2) FOREIGN CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY.—The
Secretary may accept certification from a
foreign classification society under para-
graph (1) only—

“(A) to the extent that the government of
the foreign country in which the society is
headquartered provides access on a recip-
rocal basis to the American Bureau of Ship-
ping; and

‘“(B) if the foreign classification society
has offices and maintains records in the
United States.

‘(e) RULEMAKING PROCEDURE.—The Sec-
retary may initiate a rulemaking procedure
to implement this standard.

“(f) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this
section shall be interpreted to affect require-
ments related to merchant seamen creden-
tials under part E of subtitle II of this title
or the requirements related to manning of
vessels under part F of such subtitle.”.
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 33 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by striking the
items relating to sections 3317 and 3318 and
inserting the following:

¢‘3317. Alternate standards.

‘3318. Fees.

¢‘3319. Penalties.”.

SEC. 3656. RULEMAKING COMMITTEE ON COM-
MERCIAL MARITIME REGULATIONS
AND STANDARDS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED REGULATION.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered regulation’”—

(A) means a commercial regulation or
standard issued by the Coast Guard relating
to the operation of vessels in foreign com-
merce, including—

(i) vessel design and engineering standards;

(ii) merchant mariner training and
credentialing; or

(iii) vessel operating and environmental
standards; and

(B) does not include any commercial regu-
lation or standard issued by the Coast Guard
that exclusively applies to vessels in domes-
tic commerce.

(2) RULEMAKING COMMITTEE.—The term
‘“‘rulemaking committee’”” means the com-
mittee established under subsection (b).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF RULEMAKING COM-
MITTEE.—There is established, in the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating,
a rulemaking committee on commercial
maritime regulations and standards to—

(1) review, and develop findings and rec-
ommendations regarding, the covered regu-
lations; and

(2) provide to the Secretary a report on op-
portunities to review and update regulations
governing vessel design and engineering, ves-
sel and facility operation and environmental
standards, and merchant mariner
credentialing, in order to—

(A) revitalize the merchant marine and the
commercial maritime industry in the United
States; and

(B) better align, and limit redundancies be-
tween, the regulatory standards of the Coast
Guard and the International Maritime Orga-
nization and international treaty require-
ments, while protecting United States mari-
ners and the United States maritime indus-
try from foreign regulations that undermine
the maritime industrial competitiveness of
the United States.

(c) MEMBERS.—

(1) COMPOSITION OF RULEMAKING COM-
MITTEE.—The Secretary shall appoint the fol-
lowing as members of the rulemaking com-
mittee:

(A) Each of the following Federal officers
or employees, or their designees:

(i) The Maritime Security Advisor.

(ii) The Maritime Administrator.

(iii) The Commandant of the Coast Guard.

(iv) The Secretary of Commerce.

(v) The Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

(vi) The Chair of the Federal Maritime
Commission.

(vii) The chief United States delegate to
the International Maritime Organization.

(B) Representatives from recognized classi-
fication societies, including the American
Bureau of Shipping.

(C) Representatives of industry,
ing—

(i) owners and operators of vessels in do-
mestic and foreign commerce of the United
States;

(ii) shipbuilders; and

(iii) other representatives of industry the
Secretary determines appropriate.

includ-
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(D) Individuals with a merchant mariner
credential, as defined in section 2101 of title
46, United States Code.

(E) Representatives of maritime labor or-
ganizations.

(F') Experts in maritime safety and regu-
latory matters.

(G) Other stakeholders the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.

(2) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A member of the rule-
making committee shall be appointed for the
life of the rulemaking committee.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the rule-
making committee—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the rule-
making committee; and

(ii) shall be filled in the same manner as
the original appointment.

(3) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.—
The Secretary shall select a Chairperson and
Vice Chairperson from among the members
of the rulemaking committee.

(d) MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall convene the rulemaking
committee for the first meeting of the rule-
making committee.

(2) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of
the rulemaking committee shall constitute a
quorum, but a lesser number of members
may hold hearings.

(e) DUTIES OF COMMITTEE.—

(1) CONSIDERATIONS.—The rulemaking com-
mittee shall consider each of the following:

(A) How the covered regulations interact
with and compare to the treaty requirements
and regulations established by the Inter-
national Maritime Organization, including
comparisons and interactions on the basis
of—

(i) safety;

(ii) cost;

(iii) enforceability and compliance; and

(iv) international competitiveness.

(B) The benefits and challenges vessel own-
ers and operators and United States mari-
ners encounter when complying with both
regulations of the International Maritime
Organization and the covered regulations.

(C) The role that covered regulations play
in enhancing the size and strength of the
merchant marine and the domestic and
international fleet of the United States.

(D) Recommended changes to covered regu-
lations, and regulatory frameworks, to bet-
ter promote alignment with international
standards and the standards of countries
that are allies and partners, with a focus
on—

(i) increasing opportunities for qualified
mariners that enter the merchant marine
and reducing the barriers that lead qualified
mariners to leave the merchant marine;

(ii) increasing the number of vessels docu-
mented under the laws of the United States
that are operating in domestic and foreign
commerce;

(iii) enhancing United States leadership
within the International Maritime Organiza-
tion and other international treaty organiza-
tions with a focus on the maritime industry;

(iv) streamlining regulatory processes and
processing timelines to minimize duplicative
reviews and eliminate preventable delays;
and

(v) maintaining and enhancing the safety
and security of the merchant marine.

(E) Recommended changes to covered regu-
lations and regulatory frameworks that gov-
ern mariner education training require-
ments, which may include—

(i) expanding the pool of qualified instruc-
tors for mariner training programs;

(ii) streamlining requirements related to
training facility size and design to improve
operational efficiencies at mariner training
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facilities, including requirements related to
classroom size and design;

(iii) standardizing and streamlining train-
ing course and curriculum approval and eval-
uation to provide more certainty to mariner
training programs; and

(iv) enhancing opportunities for mariner
training programs to flexibly integrate sea-
time into course instruction, consistent with
treaty requirements and regulations estab-
lished by the International Maritime Organi-
zation.

(F) Any other matters the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
rulemaking committee shall submit to the
Secretary a report that includes the findings
and recommended changes to covered regula-
tions of the rulemaking committee, as re-
quired under paragraph (1).

(f) POWERS OF RULEMAKING COMMITTEE.—

(1) HEARINGS.—The rulemaking committee
may hold such hearings, sit and act at such
times and places, take such testimony, and
receive such evidence as the rulemaking
committee considers advisable to carry out
this section.

(2) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The rulemaking com-
mittee may secure directly from a Federal
department or agency such information as
the rulemaking committee considers nec-
essary to carry out this section, as permitted
by law.

(B) FURNISHING INFORMATION.—On request
of the Chairperson of the rulemaking com-
mittee, the head of the department or agen-
cy shall furnish the information to the rule-
making committee.

(g) RULEMAKING COMMITTEE PERSONNEL
MATTERS.—

(1) NO COMPENSATION.—A member of the
rulemaking committee shall not be com-
pensated for service on the rulemaking com-
mittee.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
rulemaking committee shall be allowed trav-
el expenses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, at rates authorized for employ-
ees of agencies under subchapter I of chapter
57 of title 5, United States Code, while away
from their homes or regular places of busi-
ness in the performance of services for the
rulemaking committee.

(h) ADMINISTRATION.—Except as specified
otherwise in this section, the rulemaking
committee shall be treated as a committee
established under chapter 151 of title 46,
United States Code, for purposes of section
15109 of such title and shall not be considered
a temporary organization under section 3161
of title 5, United States Code.

(i) TERMINATION.—The rulemaking com-
mittee shall terminate on the earlier of—

(1) the date that is 90 days after the date
on which the rulemaking committee submits
the report under subsection (e)(2); or

(2) the date that is 7 years after the date on
which the rulemaking committee is estab-
lished.

(j) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary shall—

(1) not later than 30 days after receiving
the rulemaking committee’s report under
subsection (e)(2), submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress, and make publicly
available, a copy of such report and the Sec-
retary’s views on the recommendations of
the committee; and

(2) not later than 90 days after submitting
the report under paragraph (1)—

(A) initiate a rulemaking activity and
make such policy and guidance updates de-
termined necessary by the Secretary to ad-
dress the consensus recommendations
reached by the rulemaking committee under
subsection (e);
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(B) submit a report to the appropriate
committees of Congress identifying the rec-
ommendations of the rulemaking committee
that require legislative changes; and

(C) submit a report to the Secretary of
State identifying recommendations of the
rulemaking committee that require changes
to treaty requirements and regulations es-
tablished by the International Maritime Or-
ganization, including recommendations that
should inform the policy of the TUnited
States as a member of the International
Maritime Organization.

SEC. 3657. AMENDMENTS TO SHIPOWNERS’ LIMI-
TATION OF LIABILITY ACT OF 1851.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 30523 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

“‘(a) LIMIT OF OWNER LIABILITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
section 30524 of this title, the liability of—

‘“(A) the owner of a vessel of the United
States for any claim, debt, or liability de-
scribed in subsection (b) shall not exceed the
value of the vessel and pending freight; and

‘“(B) the owner of a foreign vessel for any
claim, debt, or liability described in sub-
section (b) shall not exceed the amount that
is 5 times the value of the vessel and pending
freight.

‘(2) MULTIPLE OWNERS.—If a vessel has
more than one owner, the proportionate
share of the liability under paragraph (1) of
any one such owner shall not exceed that
owner’s proportionate interest in the vessel
and pending freight.”’; and

(2) by striking subsection (¢c) and inserting
the following:

“(c) CLAIMS NOT SUBJECT TO LIMITATION.—
Subsection (a) does not apply to—

‘(1) a claim for wages; or

‘“(2) with respect to the liability of an
owner of a foreign vessel, a claim, debt, or li-
ability arising from personal injury or
wrongful death of a person who was not a
crewmember or passenger of the foreign ves-
sel at the time the injury (including fatal in-
jury, if applicable) occurred.”’.

(b) AMENDMENT TO CESSATION OF CERTAIN
ACTIONS.—Section 30529(c) of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘the
matter in question” and inserting ‘‘a matter
subject to consideration for limitation under
section 30523 or section 30524"".

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply
to any liability subject to section 30523(a) of
title 46, United States Code, that arises on or
after the date of enactment of this Act.

Subtitle E—Shipbuilding

CHAPTER 1—SHIPBUILDING FINANCIAL
INCENTIVES
SEC. 3661. ANTICIPATED COMMERCIAL VESSEL
CONSTRUCTION SURVEY.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 501 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§50115. Anticipated commercial vessel con-
struction survey

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, ‘commer-
cial vessel of the United States’ means a ves-
sel that is documented under the laws of the
United States, not less than 6,000 deadweight
tons, and operated in the domestic trade of
the United States or foreign commerce, and
may include—

‘(1) a bulk carrier vessel;

‘“(2) a tanker vessel;

‘(3) a roll-on/roll-off vessel;

‘“(4) a liquefied natural gas tanker vessel;

‘“(5) a container vessel;

‘“(6) a multi-purpose vessel;

‘“(7) a cable vessel (as defined in section
53201);

‘(8) a heavy-lift vessel; or
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‘“(9) any other type of vessel determined
appropriate by the Administrator, in con-
sultation with the Maritime Security Board.

‘“‘(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
and annually thereafter, the Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall conduct a survey of own-
ers, agents, or operators of commercial ves-
sels of the United States to identify plans for
the construction, maintenance, and mod-
ernization of commercial vessels of the
United States.

‘‘(c) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the survey
conducted under this section is to inform the
maritime industrial base of the future need
for the construction of commercial vessels.

“‘(d) INCLUSIONS.—In conducting the survey
under this section, the Maritime Adminis-
trator shall collect the following informa-
tion from owners, agents, or operators of
commercial vessels of the United States who
participate in the survey:

‘(1) The number of commercial vessels of
the United States the participant is looking
to construct during the 10-year period begin-
ning on the date on which the participant
takes the survey.

‘“(2) The capabilities of the vessels de-
scribed in paragraph (1) that the participant
is seeking in constructing such vessels.

“(3) Estimated timelines for when the par-
ticipant aims to place each such vessel into
service.

‘“(4) The number of major repairs of com-
mercial vessels of the United States and
overhauls of such commercial vessels the
participant is looking to carry out during
the 10-year period described in paragraph (1).

‘“(5) The major components that a ship-
builder would need from industrial base sup-
pliers to support the construction, overhaul,
or repair of commercial vessels of the United
States during such 10-year period.

‘(6) Estimates for the capital expenditures
the participant is planning to make for the
construction, overhaul, or repair of commer-
cial vessels of the United States during such
10-year period.

‘(7 Any additional information the Mari-
time Administrator determines appropriate.

‘‘(e) PARTICIPATION.—The Administrator
may not require any owner, agent, or oper-
ator of a commercial vessel of the United
States to participate in the survey unless
that owner, agency, or operator is partici-
pating in a financial assistance program es-
tablished under part C of this subtitle.

*“(f) RELEASE OF FINDINGS.—

‘(1) DISTRIBUTION.—Each year, the Mari-
time Administrator may release the findings
of the survey with shipyards in the United
States and other maritime industrial base
stakeholders the results of the survey con-
ducted under this section for such year in
such a manner as the Administrator deter-
mines appropriate.

‘“(2) PROPRIETARY INFORMATION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, includ-
ing section 552 of title 5, United States Code,
at the request of a survey participant, the
Maritime Administrator shall withhold pro-
prietary information provided as a part of a
survey conducted under this section.

‘“(3) COORDINATION.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, the Maritime Adminis-
trator shall seek to conduct the annual sur-
veys under this section and publish the re-
sults of such surveys on a similar timeline as
the timeline for the annual naval vessel con-
struction plans under section 231(a)(1) of
title 10 and other shipbuilding construction
surveys published by other Federal agen-
cies.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 501 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 50114 the fol-
lowing:
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““560115. Anticipated commercial vessel con-
struction survey.”.
SEC. 3662. STREAMLINED ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
VIEW.

Section 41001(6) of the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act (42 U.S.C.
4370m(6)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
inserting ‘‘the maritime industry” after
“waterways,’’;

(B) by redesignating clauses (iii) and (iv) as
clauses (iv) and (v), respectively; and

(C) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(iii) is covered by a programmatic plan or
environmental review developed for a project
related to the maritime industry;”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) MARITIME INDUSTRY.—For the pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the term ‘con-
struction of infrastructure’ for the maritime
industry includes construction of—

‘(i) shipyards and ship repair facilities;

‘“(ii) port terminals and other port facili-
ties;

‘(iii) manufacturing facilities for equip-
ment and technology instrumental to the fa-
cilitation of maritime trade and commerce,
as defined by the Council; and

‘“(iv) other industrial base facilities that
support the Navy or the merchant marine of
the United States.”.

SEC. 3663. REPORTS.

(a) REPORT ON NATIONAL DEFENSE RESERVE
FLEET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
every 2 years thereafter, the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, in consultation with the Com-
mander of the United States Transportation
Command and the Secretary of the Navy,
and in accordance with paragraph (2), shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress and the Maritime Security Board a
report—

(A) outlining a plan for using shipbuilding
financial incentives and the financial incen-
tive programs under subpart C of subtitle V
of title 46, United States Code, to supple-
ment the size and readiness of the National
Defense Reserve Fleet and to improve na-
tional shipbuilding and shipping infrastruc-
ture; and

(B) describing ways in which an expanded
and creative view of the make-up of vessels
with Voluntary Intermodal Sealift Agree-
ments or Voluntary Tanker Agreements and
the shipbuilding financial incentives pro-
gram authorized under such section can be
used to ensure government access to other
vessels that are critical to national security,
such as icebreakers, oil and natural gas
tankers, floating dry docks, salvage vessels,
dredges, ocean tugs, offshore construction
vessels, multi-use workboats, and commer-
cial shipping vessels using small nuclear re-
actors.

(2) ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION.—In pre-
paring the report under paragraph (1), the
Maritime Administrator shall also consult
with the Secretary of Commerce and the
Secretary of Energy with respect to shipping
vessels or mobile maritime power plants
using small nuclear reactors.

(b) REPORT ON DE-RISKING MARITIME SEC-
TOR.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, and every 2 years
thereafter, the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of Homeland Security, in coordi-
nation with the Secretaries of Treasury and
State, the Maritime Administrator, and the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress and the Maritime Secu-
rity Board a report outlining a comprehen-
sive strategy for de-risking the TUnited
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States maritime domain from the People’s
Republic of China and other asymmetric or
emerging maritime threats.

(c) REPORT ON RESTRICTING FLOW OF CAP-
ITAL TO CCP.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Transportation, the Secretary of
Defense, the Secretary of Commerce, the
Secretary of State, and the Secretary of the
Treasury shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress and the Maritime
Security Board a report on ways and means
for restricting the flow of capital from the
United States to Chinese Communist Party
maritime industries, which shall include rec-
ommendations for promoting the flow of cap-
ital within and between the United States
and treaty allies of the United States. The
report shall also include a survey of banks,
pension funds, and large financial institu-
tions, with recommendations for ways the
United States can incentivize domestic fi-
nancial investments in the maritime indus-
try.

SEC. 3664. EXPORT CONTROL REPORT.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Commerce shall jointly
submit to Congress a report assessing meth-
ods to reduce the use of export controls and
other restrictions under the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) and the
International Traffic in Arms Regulations
under subchapter M of chapter I of title 22,
Code of Federal Regulations, and the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4801 et
seq.) and the Export Administration Regula-
tions under subchapter C of chapter VII of
title 15, Code of Federal Regulations, or suc-
cessor regulations, that limit the ability of
foreign-owned marine industrial base compa-
nies to participate in the United States ship-
building industry, specifically including
shipbuilding for the Federal Government,
while ensuring appropriate safeguards for
United States-based firms and American
workers.

CHAPTER 2—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

PROGRAMS
SEC. 3665. ASSESSMENT OF THE USE OF COM-
MERCIAL BEST PRACTICES FOR
NAVY SHIPBUILDING.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Navy, in coordination with the Secretary of
Transportation and the Secretary of the De-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating, shall—

(A) conduct an assessment of best practices
used in the construction and repair of com-
mercial, oceangoing maritime vessels; and

(B) identify—

(i) opportunities for the Navy and Coast
Guard to leverage those best practices to
make ship construction and repair efforts of
combatant and non-combatant vessels more
efficient; and

(ii) advanced technologies that can be le-
veraged to improve the overall readiness and
dominance of the United States maritime
fleet (both commercial and military), to spe-
cifically include small modular reactors for
ship power and propulsion.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An evaluation of the best practices de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) of such para-
graph, including best practices used by com-
mercial shipyards in foreign allied countries,
consideration of commercial design stand-
ards, and the vessel construction manager
model used to construct the National Secu-
rity Multi Mission Vessel Program, that
could improve the efficiency of shipbuilding
and repair by the Navy and Coast Guard.

(B) An identification of commercial-grade
components and capabilities being used in
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state-of-the-art commercial, oceangoing
maritime vessels and an assessment of
whether the Navy and Coast Guard could
better use commercial off-the-shelf compo-
nents or capabilities to reduce costs, im-
prove efficiencies, or enhance capabilities in
the construction of new naval vessels and
cutters, and in repair of naval vessels and
cutters.

(C) A determination as to whether ship-
building and acquisition programs of the
Navy and Coast Guard use modern best prac-
tices from the commercial maritime indus-
try in terms of contracting, ship design, con-
struction, overhaul, and maintenance.

(D) An identification of technologies and
procedures that are used in commercial ship-
building that, if used by the Navy and Coast
Guard, would improve the efficiency of de-
signing and constructing new naval vessels.

(E) An identification of technologies and
procedures that are used in commercial ship-
building and repair that, if used by the Navy
and Coast Guard, would improve the effi-
ciency of repairing naval vessels.

(F) An identification of opportunities to
improve commonality in ship design, ship
components, and shipbuilding procedures be-
tween commercial, oceangoing maritime ves-
sels, naval vessels, and cutters that could
lead to improved efficiencies and a more re-
silient industrial base to support ship-
building and repair for military and civil
maritime vessels.

(G) An identification of advanced nuclear
technologies that are under development for
use in commercial shipbuilding that, if used
by the Navy and Coast Guard, would improve
the operational capability of naval vessels
and cutters.

(H) An identification of the barriers pre-
venting or making prohibitive the use of
small modular reactors in naval or commer-
cial, oceangoing maritime vessels, includ-
ing—

(i) ambiguity in regulations governing nu-
clear propulsion restricting the commercial
maritime industry from utilizing nuclear
propulsion or collaborating between United
States and foreign entities under export con-
trols requirements, including section 744.5 of
title 15, Code of Federal Regulations (or a
similar successor regulation); and

(ii) a lack of clarity in the meaning of
“maritime (civil) nuclear propulsion plant
projects’ contained in the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations and ‘‘Naval Nuclear Pro-
pulsion’ contained in the International Traf-
fic in Arms Regulations (Cat VI).

(I) An evaluation of education and tech-
nology development best practices used by
commercial shipyards in foreign allied coun-
tries, and an identification of education and
technology development opportunities, that
could improve the efficiency of shipbuilding
and repair by the Navy and Coast Guard.

(J) An evaluation of whether adoption of
the best practices evaluated under subpara-
graph (A) for the construction and repair of
naval vessels and cutters would support the
domestic commercial maritime shipbuilding
industry, the commercial maritime indus-
trial base, and the merchant marine of the
United States.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Navy shall provide to the
congressional defense committees a briefing
on—

(1) the results of the assessment required
by subsection (a); and

(2) a plan to execute any measures pursu-
ant to such assessment.

(c) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than 1
yvear after the date of enactment of this Act,
and biennially thereafter, the Secretary of
the Navy and Secretary of the Department
in which the Coast Guard is operating shall—
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(1) provide to the appropriate committees
of Congress strategies describing how meas-
ures identified as a result of the assessment
required by subsection (a) will be incor-
porated into shipbuilding programs for the
Navy and Coast Guard; and

(2) publish a public version of the strate-
gies.

(d) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘con-
gressional defense committees’” has the
meaning given that term in section 101(a) of
title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 3666. PLAN OF ACTION FOR USE OF DE-
FENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950
AUTHORITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on a
plan of action for any use of authorities
available under title III of the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950 (60 U.S.C. 4531 et seq.)—

(1) to establish or enhance a domestic pro-
duction capability for the construction of
militarily useful, commercial maritime ves-
sels that can be operated in foreign com-
merce or the domestic commerce of the
United States;

(2) to establish, improve, or enhance the
defense shipyard industrial base; or

(3) to establish, improve, or enhance mari-
time port infrastructure of the TUnited
States, including containers and ship-to-
shore cranes that were built in the United
States and are owned by citizens of the
United States.

(b) COORDINATION.—The President shall de-
velop the plan of action required by sub-
section (a) in consultation with—

(1) the maritime security advisor (as estab-
lished by this title);

(2) the Maritime Security Board (as estab-
lished by this title);

(3) an advisory committee established
under section 708(d) of the Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4558(d)); and

(4) such stakeholders in the private sector
as the President considers appropriate.

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 3667. MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND.

(a) AUTHORITY TO OFFER INCREASED PAID
LEAVE ACCRUAL.—The Secretary of the Navy
is authorized to offer government merchant
mariners employed by Military Sealift Com-
mand paid leave accrual at a faster rate than
provided pursuant to the standard General
Schedule (GS) system to make government
seafaring jobs more competitive with the
commercial sector.

(b) REPORT ON RECRUITING AND RETENTION
EFFORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of the
Navy, in coordination with the Commander
of the Military Sealift Command and the
Maritime Security Board, and in consulta-
tion with the Commander of United States
Transportation Command, the Commander
of United States Fleet Forces Command, and
the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Re-
search, Development and Acquisition, shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on efforts to improve re-
cruitment and retention of Military Sealift
Command Mariners.
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(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall consider—

(A) opportunities to enhance the integra-
tion of Military Sealift Commander civilian
mariners into the military command struc-
ture;

(B) providing training on the roles and sig-
nificance of Military Sealift Command civil-
ian mariner workforce to relevant military
commands; and

(C) authorities required to improve re-
cruitment and retention of civilian mariners
in Military Sealift Command.

(¢) REPORT ON EXTENDING CHARTER DURA-
TIONS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Navy shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report assessing
the merits of extending the maximum char-
ter durations of commercial and specialty
vessels for the Military Sealift Command.
CHAPTER 3—SHIPBUILDING INNOVATION

AND INFRASTRUCTURE
SEC. 3668. UNITED STATES CENTER FOR MARI-
TIME INNOVATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 50307(e) of title
46, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘through
the establishment, management, and coordi-
nation of geographically and topically di-
verse maritime incubators’ after ‘‘maritime
transportation system’’; and

(2) by striking paragraphs (2), (3), and (4),
and inserting the following:

‘‘(2) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—The cooper-
ative agreement shall be with an organiza-
tion or persons with substantial experience
in the maritime industry, as determined by
the Secretary, in consultation with the Mar-
itime Security Board.

‘“(3) SELECTION.—The Center shall be—

‘“(A) selected through a competitive proc-
ess of eligible entities, and if a private enti-
ty, a domestic entity;

“(B) based in the United States with tech-
nical expertise in emerging marine tech-
nologies and practices related to the mari-
time transportation system; and

‘“(C) located in close proximity to eligible
entities with expertise in United States
emerging maritime technologies and prac-
tices.

‘“(4) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of
Transportation shall coordinate with the
Maritime Security Board and other agencies
critical for science, research, and regulation
of emerging marine technologies for the
maritime sector, including the Department
of Defense, the Department of Energy, the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Coast Guard,
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Asso-
ciation, and the Marine Board of the Na-
tional Academies when establishing the Cen-
ter.

‘“(6) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Center shall
carry out the following activities:

‘““(A) Establish and support maritime incu-
bators in accordance with paragraph (6).

‘(B) Accelerate the adoption or integra-
tion of commercial technologies within the
maritime industry to transform the capacity
and capabilities of the merchant marine of
the United States.

‘(C) Serve as the principal liaison between
the Maritime Security Board and maritime
incubators.

‘(D) Carry out programs, projects, and
other activities to strengthen the merchant
marine of the United States and the mari-
time industrial base.

‘‘(E) Coordinate and harmonize the activi-
ties of other organizations and elements of
the maritime industry on matters relating
to commercial technologies, dual use tech-
nologies, and the innovation of such tech-
nologies.
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“(F) Coordinate and advise efforts among
elements of the maritime industry on mat-
ters relating to the development, procure-
ment, and fielding of nontraditional capa-
bilities and connect entities developing
those capabilities with the relevant incuba-
tors.

‘“(G) Coordinate with maritime industry
stakeholders to identify operational chal-
lenges that have the potential to be ad-
dressed through the use of nontraditional ca-
pabilities, including dual-use technologies
that are being developed and financed in the
commercial sector.

‘““(H) Coordinate with maritime industry
stakeholders and relevant Federal agencies
to enhance the capacity and performance of
seaports of the United States, including
through hardening security, enhancing pre-
paredness, and developing United States-
based supply chains for port technologies
and equipment.

‘(I) Coordinate with other research and de-
velopment programs and centers focused on
modes of transportation besides maritime to
develop intermodal interoperability with the
maritime industry.

‘“(J) Develop a standard design for com-
mercial vessels and components and features
of commercial vessels to be manufactured in
the United States, using mature, proven de-
signs, which—

‘(i) includes, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, included parts, components, and ma-
terial manufactured in and sourced from the
United States;

‘(ii) does not include any parts, compo-
nents, or materials manufactured by foreign
entities of concern or which are produced in
foreign countries of concern (as such terms
are defined in section 3604 of the SHIPS for
America Act of 2026); and

‘“(iii) includes priorities for design identi-
fied in consultation with the Secretary of
the Navy, as necessary for strategic sealift,
informed by requirements to sustain a war-
time economy and military operations.

‘“(K) Lead engagement with industry, aca-
demia, labor organizations, and other non-
governmental entities to develop—

‘(i) innovative, commercial, and dual-use
manufacturing technologies and processes to
construct, rehabilitate, or repair maritime
vessels of the Armed Forces or the merchant
marine of the United States;

‘“(ii) additional naval architecture pro-
grams at institutions of higher education in
the United States and to expand existing
naval architecture programs;

‘(iii) next-generation propulsion tech-
nologies for the merchant marine of the
United States, to include small modular re-
actors, low-emission or carbon capture pro-
pulsion technologies, and other renewable
energy solutions;

‘“(iv) new and innovative hardware, soft-
ware, and systems for remote or autonomous
operations at ports, intermodal facilities, or
aboard oceangoing vessels;

‘“(v) technology and infrastructure solu-
tions that enhance the safe operation of
oceangoing vessels to protect lives, property,
and the environment;

‘“(vi) solutions to recruit, train, and retain
a skilled workforce capable of supporting a
vibrant and growing United States maritime
industry; and

‘‘(vii) the capacity of international allies
and partners of the United States, with re-
spect to manufacturing technologies and
processes, to construct, rehabilitate, or re-
pair maritime vessels.

‘(L) Work with academic and private sec-
tor response training centers and Centers of
Excellence for Domestic Maritime Workforce
Training and Education to develop maritime
strategies and workforce development plans
applicable to various segments of the United
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States maritime industry, including the in-
land, deep water, and coastal fleets.

‘(M) Establish programs and initiatives to
share—

‘‘(i) shipbuilding best practices and mari-
time technology between vessels of the De-
partment of Defense and commercial vessels
of the United States; and

‘“(ii) port technology and logistics best
practices between the Department of Defense
and commercial port operators and port au-
thorities within the United States.

‘“(N) Carry out such other activities as the
Maritime Security Board determines appro-
priate.

‘(6) ESTABLISHMENT OF MARITIME INCUBA-
TORS.—

‘“(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Center shall, in
consultation with the Maritime Security
Board, seek out, identify, and support the de-
velopment of and experimentation with com-
mercial technologies that have the potential
to be implemented within the maritime in-
dustry, through the establishment of a series
of maritime incubators.

‘(B) REFLECTION.—Each incubator shall re-
flect the unique nature of the region’s capa-
bilities and academic and investor base.

‘(C) SELECTION.—Incubators shall be—

‘“(i) selected through a competitive process
of eligible entities, and if a private entity, a
domestic entity;

‘“(ii) based in the United States with tech-
nical expertise in emerging marine tech-
nologies and practices related to the mari-
time transportation system;

¢“(iii) based within a United States mari-
time security investment zone as defined in
section 1400Z-3 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 (as added by section 708 of this Act);
and

‘“(iv) topic-specific, according to regional
maritime expertise in United States emerg-
ing maritime technologies and practices, to
include designated incubators focused on—

‘“(I) clean energy, carbon capture, and al-
ternative fuels;

“(IT) ports and shoreside infrastructure;

“(IIT) vessel design and naval architecture;

“(IV) shipbuilding and next generation
manufacturing;

(V) advanced materials for ship construc-
tion; and

‘(VI) other areas for maritime innovation
and technology, as determined by the Center
in coordination with the Maritime Security
Board.

‘(D) INCUBATOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—Each
maritime incubator shall—

‘(i) serve as the principal liaison between
the Center and individuals and entities that
can contribute to innovation within the mar-
itime industry, including other maritime in-
cubators under this subsection, entre-
preneurs, startups, commercial technology
companies, and venture capital sources; and

‘(i) establish and support multi-stake-
holder research and innovation partnerships,
as described in subparagraph (G).

‘“‘(E) REPORT.—Each incubator shall submit
quarterly activity and status reports to the
Center.

“(F') REVIEW AND TERMINATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator may, in consultation with the Mari-
time Security Board, terminate an agree-
ment with an eligible entity selected to lead
a maritime incubator if the Administrator
certifies that the eligible entity is failing to
meet the requirements of this section.

‘(ii) RESELECTION.—If the Administrator
terminates an agreement with an eligible en-
tity to lead a maritime incubator, the Center
shall initiate a new selection process as re-
quired under subparagraph (C) to select a
new eligible entity.

“(iii) REVIEW OF ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Not
later than 5 years after the establishment of
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maritime incubators under this paragraph,
and every 5 years thereafter, the Adminis-
trator, in coordination with the Maritime
Security Board, shall conduct a review of all
eligible entities selected to lead a maritime
incubator and confirm the entity is ade-
quately fulfilling the requirements of this
section.

“(G) MULTI-STAKEHOLDER PARTNERSHIPS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The maritime incubators
established under this subsection shall estab-
lish and support multi-stakeholder research
and innovation partnerships that—

‘() have the potential to generate tech-
nologies, processes, products, or other solu-
tions that support the United States mari-
time industry;

‘“(IT) have as an objective the technology
transfer or commercialization of the work
product generated by the partnership, which
may include work product that incorporates
intellectual property developed by the Fed-
eral Government and licensed to the partner-
ship in accordance with clause (iii); and

“(III) incentivize and expand geographi-
cally diverse participation in graduate and
undergraduate institutions of higher edu-
cation, community college, and other work-
force programs relevant to the maritime in-
dustry.

‘‘(ii) SUPPORT PROVIDED.—Support provided
by the maritime incubator to a multi-stake-
holder research and innovation partnership
under this subsection may include—

‘“(I) providing funding or other resources to
the partnership;

“(II) participating in the partnership;

‘“(IIT) providing technical and techno-
logical advice and guidance to the partner-
ship;

‘“(IV) suggesting and introducing other
participants for inclusion in the partnership;

‘“(V) providing the partnership with insight
into desired solutions for defense and secu-
rity needs;

‘(VI) providing access to Ready Reserve
ships for testing new technologies and con-
ducting research, as the maritime incubator
determines appropriate, in coordination with
the Center and the Administrator; and

‘(VII) such other forms of support as the
Center, in consultation with maritime incu-
bators and Maritime Security Board, deter-
mines appropriate.

¢“(iii) AVAILABILITY OF INTELLECTUAL PROP-
ERTY.—To the extent the Center determines
appropriate, the Center, in coordination with
the maritime incubators, shall seek to ac-
tively inform potential participants in
multi-stakeholder research and innovation
partnerships of the availability of intellec-
tual property developed by the Federal Gov-
ernment that may be licensed to the partner-
ship.

‘“(7T) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of the SHIPS for
America Act of 2026, and annually thereafter,
the Center shall submit to the Maritime Se-
curity Board and the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the activities,
advances, outcomes, and work product of the
maritime incubators and the multi-stake-
holder research and innovation partnerships
supported under this subsection.

‘“(8) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“‘(A) MULTI-STAKEHOLDER RESEARCH AND IN-
NOVATION PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘multi-
stakeholder research and innovation part-
nership’ means a partnership composed of
any combination of 2 or more of the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) Institutions of higher education (as de-
fined in section 102 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)) with research and
innovation capability.

‘“(ii) Nonprofit organizations that provide
policy, research, outreach, operations, orga-
nizational, management, testing, evaluation,
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technology transfer, legal, financial, or ad-
vocacy expertise.

‘‘(iii) For-profit commercial enterprises
that may be publicly or privately owned,
early stage or mature, and incorporated or
operating by another ownership structure.

‘‘(iv) Centers of excellence for domestic
maritime workforce training and education
(established under section 51706).

“(v) Maritime labor organizations.

‘“(vi) Departments or agencies of the Fed-
eral Government with expertise, operations,
or resources related to the objectives of the
multi-stakeholder research and innovation
partnership.

‘(vil) State maritime academies (as de-
fined in section 51102(4)).

‘‘(viii) The United States Merchant Marine
Academy.

‘(ix) National research laboratories with
expertise, operations, or resources related to
the objectives of the partnership.

‘“(x) Operators and users of vessels of the
University-National Oceanographic Labora-
tory System.

‘“(B) NONTRADITIONAL CAPABILITY.—The
term ‘nontraditional capability’ means a so-
lution to an operational challenge that can
significantly leverage commercial innova-
tion or external capital with minimal de-
pendencies on fielded systems.

‘(C) MARITIME INDUSTRY.—The term ‘mari-
time industry’ includes—

‘(i) shipbuilders and ship repair facilities;

‘“(ii) ship owners;

‘‘(iii) port operators;

‘(iv) personnel of the merchant marine of
the United States;

“(v) manufacturers of equipment, software,
and technology instrumental to the facilita-
tion of maritime trade and commerce; and

‘“(vi) other members of the industrial base
that support the Navy or the merchant ma-
rine of the United States.”.

(b) TRANSITION.—A Center for Maritime In-
novation established by the Secretary of
Transportation through a cooperative agree-
ment pursuant to section 50307 of title 46,
United States Code, as of the day before the
date of enactment of this Act shall—

(1) be deemed to be the United States Cen-
ter for Maritime Innovation under section
50307 of title 46, United States Code, as of the
date of enactment of this Act, with all the
authorities granted by such section; and

(2) coordinate activities of the Center with
the Maritime Security Board pursuant to
subsection (e)(4) of such section, as amended
by this title.

SEC. 3669. NATIONAL SHIPBUILDING RESEARCH
PROGRAM.

Section 50105(c) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(c) NATIONAL SHIPBUILDING RESEARCH
PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall establish and carry out, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of the Navy,
the National Shipbuilding Research Pro-
gram.

‘“(2) PURPOSES.—The purpose of the Na-
tional Shipbuilding Research Program shall
be to develop plans for the economical con-
struction of vessels and their propelling ma-
chinery, of most modern economical types,
giving thorough consideration to all well-
recognized means of propulsion and taking
into account the benefits from standardized
production where practicable and desirable.

“(3) AcTIVITIES.—The National Ship-
building Research Program shall—

““(A) support technology transfers and in-
dustry networking;

‘(B) select and execute research and devel-
opment projects, which may include—
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‘(i) advancing best practices in ship-
building and ship repair, including alter-
native project management and project fi-
nancing arrangements for shipyards, such as
public-private financing;

‘‘(ii) improving efficiency across the ship-
yvard industrial base of the United States;
and

‘‘(iii) developing, maturing, and imple-
menting industry-relevant shipbuilding and
sustainment technologies;

‘(C) carry out ad hoc initiatives focused on
specific target areas in shipbuilding and ship
repair; and

‘(D) carry out additional activities as de-
termined by the Maritime Administrator or
the Secretary of Defense.”.

SEC. 3670. ASSESSMENT ON MARITIME INFRA-
STRUCTURE READINESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Maritime Administrator shall submit to
Congress a report on the status and re-
sources and authorities needed to execute
and complete necessary vessels, harborcraft,
port, shipyard, and other infrastructure im-
provements to ensure the national security
interests of the United States and support
the domestic and foreign commerce of the
United States.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report under
section (a) shall include—

(1) consideration of existing literature and
reporting from Federal and non-Federal
sources;

(2) an assessment of the number of com-
mercial shipping vessels by class required to
sustain a peace-time and wartime national
economy;

(3) an assessment of opportunities to lever-
age private sector funding to enhance the ca-
pability of marine infrastructure of the
United States;

(4) an evaluation of future infrastructure
needs to support alternative fuels for vessels
and harborcraft;

(5) an assessment of an ability to construct
and repair seaports and shipyards during na-
tional security emergencies, including readi-
ness to construct temporary facilities, and
carry out marine salvage and firefighting op-
erations; and

(6) an evaluation of the possible effects on
the commercial operations of United States
ports and other critical infrastructure of
prohibiting any entity that owns or operates
a port or terminal in the United States from
using or sharing data with—

(A) LOGINK;

(B) any logistics platform controlled by,
affiliated with, or subject to the jurisdiction
of the Chinese Communist Party or the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China;
or

(C) any logistics platform that shares data
with a system described in subparagraph (A)
or (B).

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—

(1) CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term
‘“‘critical infrastructure’” has the meaning
given the term in section 721(a) of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 (60 U.S.C.
4565(2)).

(2) LOGINK.—The term “LOGINK’ means
the public, open, shared logistics informa-
tion network known as the National Public
Information Platform for Transportation
and Logistics by the Ministry of Transport
of the People’s Republic of China.

Subtitle F—Workforce Development
CHAPTER 1—WORKFORCE INCENTIVES

SEC. 3671. ELIGIBILITY FOR EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 521 of title 46,

United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

sub-
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“§52102. Eligibility for educational assistance

‘‘(a) ELIGIBILITY.—A covered individual
shall be treated as an individual described in
section 3311(b)(1) of title 38, United States
Code, for purposes of entitlement to edu-
cational assistance under chapter 33 of such
title.

““(b) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term
‘covered individual’ means an individual
who—

“(A) served as a full-time, credentialed
United States Merchant Mariner for not less
than 10 years;

“(B) as a result of such service received the
Merchant Marine Expeditionary Medal or
another award for service in a designated
combat zone after the date of enactment of
this section; and

“(C) is not eligible under any other provi-
sion of law for benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

“(2) FULL-TIME, CREDENTIALED UNITED
STATES MERCHANT MARINER.—For purposes of
paragraph (1), serving as a ‘full-time,
credentialed United States Merchant Mar-
iner’ means possession of a Merchant Mar-
iner Credential authorized by the Coast
Guard and employment on board a vessel of
the United States for not less than 150 days
in a calendar year.

“‘(c) REIMBURSEMENT.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs such sums as may be necessary
to carry out this section from the Maritime
Security Trust Fund established under sec-
tion 50301(b) of this title.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 521 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
€52102. Eligibility for educational assist-

ance.”.
SEC. 3672. ELIGIBILITY OF MARINERS TO ATTEND
NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8545 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘“(3) The Secretary may permit an officer
or unlicensed mariner of the United States
Merchant Marine to receive instruction at
the Naval Postgraduate School.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by adding at the
end the following new sentence: ‘‘The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall bear the cost
of the instruction received by officers and
unlicensed mariners of the United States
Merchant Marine detailed for that instruc-
tion.”’; and

(3) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘, and of-
ficers and unlicensed mariners of the United
States Merchant Marine,” after ‘‘Coast
Guard”.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Transportation, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Defense, shall sub-
mit to Congress a report assessing what mat-
ters relating to military training it would be
beneficial for mariners to study at the Naval
Postgraduate School.

SEC. 3673. REIMBURSEMENT OF QUALIFYING
SPOUSE RELICENSING COSTS AND
BUSINESS COSTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 521 of title 46,
United States Code, as amended by section
3671, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§52103. Reimbursement of qualifying spouse
relicensing costs and business costs

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish a program to reim-
burse an individual serving in the merchant
marine of the United States for qualified re-
licensing costs and qualified business costs
of the spouse of that individual when the in-
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dividual relocates to a new jurisdiction or
geographic area as the result of a reassign-
ment as a result of service as a commis-
sioned officer in the Navy Reserve (including
the Strategic Sealift Officer Program, Navy
Reserve), the Coast Guard Reserve, or any
other reserve component of the Armed Serv-
ices of the United States.

““(b) LIMITATIONS.—

‘(1) RELICENSING.—Reimbursement pro-
vided to a member under this subsection for
qualified relicensing costs may not exceed
$1,000 in connection with each relocation de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

‘(2) BUSINESS COSTS.—Reimbursement pro-
vided to a member under this subsection for
qualified business costs may not exceed
$1,000 in connection with each relocation de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

‘(3) DEADLINE.—No reimbursement may be
provided under this subsection for qualified
relicensing costs or qualified business costs
paid or incurred after December 31, 2036.

“‘(c) QUALIFIED RELICENSING CoSTS.—In this
section, the term ‘qualified relicensing costs’
means costs, including exam, continuing
education courses, business license, permit,
and registration fees, incurred by the spouse
of an individual serving in the merchant ma-
rine of the United States if—

(1) the spouse was licensed or certified in
a profession, or owned a business, during the
individual’s previous assignment and re-
quires a new professional license or certifi-
cation, or business license or permit, to en-
gage in that profession in a new jurisdiction
because of the individual’s relocation de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and

‘(2) the costs were incurred or paid to se-
cure or maintain the professional license or
certification, or business license or permit,
from the new jurisdiction in connection with
such relocation.

‘‘(d) QUALIFIED BUSINESS Co0STs.—In this
section, the term ‘qualified business costs’
means costs, including moving services for
equipment, equipment removal, new equip-
ment purchases, information technology ex-
penses, and inspection fees, incurred by the
spouse of an individual serving in the mer-
chant marine of the United States if—

‘(1) the spouse owned a business during the
individual’s previous assignment and the
costs result from the individual’s relocation
described in paragraph (1); and

‘(2) the costs were incurred or paid to
move such business to a new location in con-
nection with such relocation.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 521 of title 46, United
States Code, as amended by section 3671, is
further amended by adding at the end the
following:
¢52103. Reimbursement of qualifying spouse

relicensing costs and business
costs.”.
SEC. 3674. NONCOMPETITIVE ELIGIBILITY FOR
FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Chapter 521 of title 46,
United States Code, as amended by sections
3682 and 3684, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“§52104. Noncompetitive eligibility for Fed-
eral employment

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF AGENCY.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘agency’—

‘(1) has the meaning given the term ‘Exec-
utive agency’ in section 105 of title 5, United
States Code;

“(2) includes the TUnited States Postal
Service and the Postal Regulatory Commis-
sion; and

““(3) does not include the Government Ac-
countability Office.

“(b) APPOINTMENT AUTHORITY.—The head
of an agency may appoint noncompeti-
tively—
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‘(1) a graduate of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy who has met all of
the requirements of their cadet commitment
agreement under section 51306 of title 46,
United States Code; or

‘(2) a credentialed United States Merchant
Mariner with an officer or rating endorse-
ment who has completed not less than 7
years of service aboard a vessel of the United
States.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 521 of title 46, United
States Code, as amended by sections 3682 and
3684, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
¢“562104. Noncompetitive eligibility for Fed-

eral employment.”’.
SEC. 3675. UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE
CAREER RETENTION PROGRAM.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) it takes years of training and experi-
ence, and costly license trainings, to earn
mariner qualifications;

(2) with just around 12,000 merchant mari-
ners of the United States operating ocean-
going vessels, compared with China’s more
than 1,700,000 seafarers, the United States
may not have a sufficient number of mari-
ners to fully power the strategic sealift ves-
sels necessary in a future prolonged conflict;

(3) the United States requires a qualified
workforce of sufficient size that is ready and
available to crew vessels of the United
States for national defense or national emer-
gency; and

(4) a workforce committed to take all
measures possible to expand, develop, and
protect the domestic maritime workforce
should—

(A) support a retention program to permit
credentialed merchant mariners to maintain
recency through a coordinated Federal pro-
gram, in coordination with maritime labor
organizations; and

(B) implement civil service, workplace, and
hiring protections.

(b) AMENDMENT.—Chapter 521 of title 46,
United States Code, as amended by sections
3682, 3684, and 3685, is further amended by
adding at the end the following:

“§52105. United States Merchant Marine Ca-
reer Retention Program

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall establish a program, to be
known as the ‘United States Merchant Ma-
rine Career Retention Program’, to ensure
that a qualified workforce of sufficient size
is ready to crew strategic sealift vessels in
the event of a national defense or national
emergency activation. Through the United
States Merchant Marine Career Retention
Program, the Maritime Administrator shall
establish and administer mechanisms to reg-
ister merchant mariners and mariner em-
ployers to participate in the Program.

“(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall—

‘(1) appoint a board of directors to oversee
the United States Merchant Marine Career
Retention Program;

‘‘(2) appoint and facilitate a working group
to recommend policies, procedures, and a
prioritization matrix for the United States
Merchant Marine Career Retention Program,
which shall be composed of representatives
from major stakeholders, including mari-
time labor organizations, credentialed
United States Merchant Mariners, vessel
owners, vessel operators, the United States
Merchant Marine Academy, State maritime
academies, United States Military Sealift
Command, and other likely employers of
members of the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Career Retention Program; and

“(3) submit to Congress an annual evalua-
tion of the United States Merchant Marine
Career Retention Program.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP IN UNITED STATES MER-
CHANT MARINE CAREER RETENTION PRO-
GRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There shall be 2 paths to
enrollment in the United States Merchant
Marine Career Retention Program as de-
scribed in paragraphs (2) and (3).

¢(2) MEMBERS WHO WORK ASHORE WHO HOLD
MARINER QUALIFICATIONS.—

‘“(A) OPPORTUNITIES.—The United States
Merchant Marine Career Retention Program
shall provide individuals who hold Coast
Guard issued mariner qualifications who
work ashore with an opportunity to main-
tain, or potentially upgrade, their mariner
qualifications and credentials by—

“(1) providing qualified service at sea on
vessels of the United States; and

‘‘(i1) participating in compulsory training.

‘(B) STRUCTURE.—The United States Mer-
chant Marine Career Retention Program
shall be open for enrollment to both licensed
and unlicensed mariners and provide mem-
bers with an 8-3-1 schedule as follows:

‘(i) 8 months shoreside employment.

‘“(ii) 3 months sailing employment de-
signed to ensure that members meet the
minimum sea-time requirement to maintain
the credentials required by the Standards of
Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping
certification, or, depending on mariner and
employer requirements, more frequent, but
shorter-duration sailing assignments.

‘(iii) 1 month vacation, which is in addi-
tion to vacation provided by the shoreside
employer.

“(C) ASHORE EMPLOYERS.—

‘(i) EMPLOYER OBLIGATIONS.—The employer
of a member of the United States Merchant
Marine Career Retention Program described
under this paragraph shall grant the mem-
ber—

‘() an unpaid leave of absence for the du-
ration of the member’s training, sailing, and
vacation with the United States Merchant
Marine Career Retention Program; and

‘“(IT) the same or an equivalent position
with the employer when the member returns
from training, sailing, or vacation with the
United States Merchant Marine Career Re-
tention Program.

“(D) SEA DAY ASSIGNMENTS.—The United
States Merchant Marine Career Retention
Program shall, with respect to members de-
scribed under this paragraph—

‘“(i) maintain records of each member’s
qualifications, sea time, and availability,
and prioritize assignments on these and
other factors with the goal of maximizing
the United States Merchant Marine Career
Retention Program readiness to support
strategic sealift;

‘(i) maintain a ‘job call’ program office
that coordinates how jobs become available
for members from State maritime acad-
emies, vessel operating companies, maritime
labor organizations, United States Military
Sealift Command, and other organizations
responsible for crewing vessels of the United
States of qualifying tonnage or horsepower;

‘(iii) establish partnerships with State
maritime academies and the United States
Military Sealift Command that aim to estab-
lish reliable crewing jobs with job cycles
that maximize the readiness of United States
Merchant Marine Career Retention Program;

‘“(iv) dispatch members to fill available
jobs, prioritizing maximizing readiness for
strategic sealift, taking into consideration
mariner availability and credentials, sea
time requirements to maintain merchant
mariner credentials, predicted program de-
mand for specific ratings, and expected ex-
pansion or contraction of the program’s
membership; and

‘“(v) coordinate with vessel operators and
labor organizations to ensure that members
in the United States Merchant Marine Ca-
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reer Retention Program are given opportuni-
ties to fulfill their sea time and maintain
the credentials required by the Standards of
Training, Certification, and, Watchkeeping
certification.

‘“(E) USERRA PROTECTIONS.—Members of
the United States Merchant Marine Career
Retention Program described under this
paragraph shall be entitled to protections
and obligations under chapter 43 of title 38
(commonly known as the ‘Uniformed Serv-
ices Employment and Reemployment Rights
Act’).

‘“(F) REQUIREMENT.—A member in the
United States Merchant Marine Career Re-
tention Program described under this para-
graph may not fail to accept a sea day as-
signment and remain in good standing with
the Program, unless a hardship exemption is
provided by the Maritime Administrator
under subsection (e).

‘(3) MEMBERS SERVING ON FOREIGN VES-
SELS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States Mer-
chant Marine Career Retention Program
shall be open for enrollment to individuals
who—

‘(i) hold Coast Guard issued merchant
mariner credentials required by the Stand-
ards of Training, Certification, and
Watchkeeping Certification;

‘‘(ii) have completed their service obliga-
tions with respect to any previous enroll-
ment in a Federal or State maritime acad-
emy, if applicable; and

‘‘(iii) are serving on a foreign vessel (as de-
fined in section 110) that is not owned by a
foreign entity of concern (as that term is de-
fined in section 3604 of the SHIPS for Amer-
ica Act of 2026) or a vessel registered under
a registry of a foreign country of concern or
operated under the authority of a foreign
country of concern (as that term is defined
in such section 3604).

‘“(B) REQUIREMENT.—Members of the
United States Merchant Marine Career Re-
tention Program described under this para-
graph shall maintain—

‘(i) Standards of Training, Certification,
and Watchkeeping Certification currency;

‘‘(ii) a valid merchant mariner credential,
unlimited as to horsepower or tonnage,
issued by the United States Coast Guard as
an officer in the merchant marine of the
United States, accompanied by the appro-
priate national and international endorse-
ments and certifications required by the
Coast Guard for service aboard vessels on do-
mestic and international voyages, without
limitation;

‘“(iii) a valid transportation worker identi-
fication credential;

“(v) a Coast Guard medical certificate;
and

‘“(v) classes and certifications described in
subparagraph (C).

‘(C) CERTIFICATIONS.—The Administrator
shall publish a list of classes and certifi-
cations required for individuals described in
subparagraph (A) to be eligible for the
United States Merchant Marine Career Re-
tention Program.

‘(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subparagraph (A) shall be construed to allow
the United States Coast Guard to prevent or
delay a merchant mariner who is otherwise
eligible from attaining a more advanced
rank or credential for Merchant Mariners
sailing on foreign vessels.

‘“(E) USERRA PROTECTIONS.—Members of
the United States Merchant Marine Career
Retention Program described under this
paragraph shall be entitled to protections
and obligations under chapter 43 of title 38
(commonly known as the ‘Uniformed Serv-
ices Employment and Reemployment Rights
Act’).
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‘‘(d) ENFORCEMENT.—The Maritime Admin-
istrator shall ensure all members of the Mer-
chant Marine Career Retention Program re-
main in good standing with the requirements
of the Program.

‘(1 ENFORCEMENT.—Subject to paragraph
(2), members found to be in noncompliance
with the requirements of the Program
shall—

‘““(A) have their reservist status termi-
nated; and

‘(B) forfeit the protections provided under
chapter 43 of title 38 (commonly known as
the ‘Uniformed Services Employment and
Reemployment Rights Act’).

‘“(2) EXCEPTION.—In cases where the Mari-
time Administrator determines a hardship
exists, which prevents the mariner from
meeting the requirements of the Program,
the requirements of paragraph (1) shall not
apply.”’.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 521 of title 46, United
States Code, as amended by sections 3682,
3684, and 3685, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“52105. United States Merchant Marine Ca-
reer Retention Program.”’.
CHAPTER 2—WORKFORCE PIPELINE
SEC. 3676. MARITIME WORKFORCE PROMOTION
AND RECRUITMENT.

Section 539A(a) of the Servicemember
Quality of Life Improvement and National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2025 (Public Law 118-159) is amended by
striking ‘‘the heads of such other Federal
agencies as the Secretary determines appro-
priate” and inserting ‘‘the Maritime Secu-
rity Board”.

SEC. 3677. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE FOR DO-
MESTIC MARITIME WORKFORCE
TRAINING AND EDUCATION.

Section 51706(c)(1)(B)(iii) of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘non-
profit entity’” and inserting ‘“‘entity”’.

SEC. 3678. MARITIME CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Maritime Administrator.

(2) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Advi-
sory Committee’”” means the Maritime Ca-
reer and Technical Education Advisory Com-
mittee established under subsection (b).

(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEE PLAN AND ESTAB-
LISHMENT.—

(1) PLAN.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall develop a plan, and notify Con-
gress of such plan, to establish a Maritime
Career and Technical Education Advisory
Committee to—

(A) bring representatives of maritime in-
dustrial base employers and education pro-
viders together to identify joint opportuni-
ties to train needed workers for maritime ca-
reers; and

(B) develop and disperse best practices and
recommendations for the improvement of
shipbuilding education and training pro-
grams, naval architecture education pro-
grams, and merchant marine training and
certification programs.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall establish the Advisory
Committee.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The Advisory Com-
mittee shall include the Administrator (or a
delegate of the Administrator) who shall
serve as Chair of the Advisory Committee.

(2) REPRESENTATIVES.—The Advisory Com-
mittee shall be composed of representatives
from each of the following, to be appointed
the Administrator:

(A) Maritime education,
resentatives from—

including rep-
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(i) the Centers of Excellence for Domestic
Maritime Workforce Training and Education
designated by the Maritime Administration,
taking into consideration—

(I) geographic diversity;

(IT) the rate of employment after gradua-
tion;

(III) training or skillset diversity; and

(IV) other qualities as determined by the
Administrator;

(ii) the United States Naval Sea Cadet
Corps;

(iii) kindergarten through grade 12 mari-
time education programs designated by the
Maritime Administration;

(iv) the oceanographic science community,
including from a University-National Ocean-
ographic Laboratory System institution; and

(v) institutions of higher education.

(B) The maritime workforce, including rep-
resentatives from—

(i) skilled workers representing a wide
swath of the career and technical maritime
industry both onshore and offshore;

(ii) career and technical education cer-
tified instructors; and

(iii) maritime labor organizations.

(C) Maritime industry, including
resentatives from—

(i) shipbuilding, ship repair, and shipyard
industry stakeholders;

(ii) maritime industrial base coalitions;

(iii) shipping industry stakeholders; and

(iv) owners and operators of vessels of the
United States.

(D) Technical nonprofit organizations with
expertise in the maritime industry, includ-
ing representatives from—

(i) think tanks;

(ii) recognized classification societies; and

(iii) professional societies.

(E) The Federal Government,
representatives from—

(i) the Department of Education;

(ii) the Department of Labor;

(iii) the Department of Transportation;

(iv) the Department of the Navy;

(v) the United States Coast Guard;

(vi) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration;

(vii) the Army Corps of Engineers; and

(viii) the Federal Maritime Commission.

(F) Any other representatives that the
Maritime Administrator determines appro-
priate to appoint.

(d) MEETINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Advisory Committee
shall meet not less often than annually.

(2) QUORUM ESTABLISHED.—Two thirds of all
members appointed by the Administrator
under subsection (c¢) shall constitute a
quorum for a meeting of the Advisory Com-
mittee.

(3) WORKING GROUPS.—The Advisory Com-
mittee shall include working groups that
shall meet not less often than quarterly each
year.

(e) FACA.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code, shall apply to the Advisory
Committee.

(f) DEVELOPMENT OF CURRICULA.—Con-
sistent with the purposes of the Advisory
Committee established in subsection (b) and
applicable law (including regulations), the
Advisory Committee shall recommend cur-
ricula for key skills for maritime profes-
sionals and make such curricula publicly
available to institutions of higher education,
career and technical education schools, and
State maritime academies.

(g) REPORTING.—The Advisory Committee
shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress and the Maritime Security Board
and publish on the website of the Maritime
Administration, an annual report that in-
cludes Dbest practices and policy rec-
ommendations, as described in subsection
(b).

rep-

including
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(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to create new
regulatory authority or supersede existing
law (including regulations) as of the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act, relat-
ing to shipbuilding education and training
programs, naval architecture education pro-
grams, and merchant marine training and
certification programs.

SEC. 3679. MILITARY CANDIDATES TO MARINER
CAREERS RECRUITMENT EX-
CHANGE.

(a) DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—
The Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) encourage and incentivize military re-
cruiters to recommend the United States De-
partment of Transportation Maritime Ad-
ministration to potential recruits who do
not qualify for military service in the Armed
Forces; and

(2) establish a mechanism for military re-
cruiters to introduce recruits described in
paragraph (1) who are interested in maritime
service to representatives from the Maritime
Administration, in accordance with the pro-
cedures established under subsection (b).

(b) DUTIES OF THE MARITIME ADMINIS-
TRATOR.—The Maritime Administrator
shall—

(1) establish a mechanism to receive re-
cruitment referrals from military recruiters;

(2) provide hand-off services to connect re-
cruits with educational resources and insti-
tutions, recognized Maritime Centers of Ex-
cellence, eligible maritime industry employ-
ers, and other maritime industry career serv-
ices, as appropriate;

(3) track the number of referrals from the
Department of Defense; and

(4) track the number of recruits who enroll
in maritime industry programs, to the ex-
tent practicable.

(¢) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—

(1) BRIEFING ON THE IMPLEMENTATION
STRATEGY.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Maritime
Administrator, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall submit a briefing to
the appropriate committees of Congress
about a strategy for implementing the ac-
tivities required under this section, includ-
ing—

(A) a timeline for implementation; and

(B) the identification of the Department of
Defense recruiter incentives and training re-
quired for maximum utility in carrying out
such activities.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT ON PROGRAM EFFICACY.—
One year after the date of enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter, the Maritime
Administrator, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall submit a report to
the appropriate committees of Congress on
the efficacy and utility of the activities car-
ried out under this section, including—

(A) the number of Department of Defense
referrals to the Maritime Administration;

(B) the number of Maritime Administra-
tion hand-offs to the maritime industry;

(C) an assessment of the efficacy of the ac-
tivities carried out under this section; and

(D) challenges and recommendations relat-
ing to such activities.

SEC. 3680. MARITIME WORKER DATA COLLEC-
TION.

(a) PUBLICATION OF REPORT.—The Maritime
Administrator shall publish an biennial re-
port on the state of the merchant mariner
workforce.

(b) COMPLETION OF REPORT.—The Maritime
Administrator shall complete the biennial
report required under subsection (a) or enter
into a contract with another entity to com-
plete the report.

(c) CONTENT OF REPORT.—The biennial re-
port required under subsection (a) shall in-
clude, at minimum—
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(1) a count of United States Merchant
Mariners with valid merchant mariner cre-
dentials and credentials in continuity en-
dorsement;

(2) a count of inactive but credentialed and
formerly credentialed United States Mer-
chant Mariners, to the extent practicable,
and an evaluation of—

(A) the challenges to identifying such indi-
viduals;

(B) opportunities to partner with Federal,
State, local, and non-government entities to
identify such individuals; and

(C) an action plan of how to implement the
opportunities described under subparagraph
(B);

(3) a count of United States mariners and
foreign workers employed on vessels, rigs,
platforms, and other vehicles or structures
off the coast of the United States and an
evaluation of the percentage of TUnited
States and foreign workers employed on—

(A) coastwise-endorsed vessels; and

(B) vessels of the United States which do
not have a coastwise endorsement;

(4) a listing of actively operating vessels of
the United States;

(5) a report of merchant mariner require-
ments needed in the event of a national de-
fense sealift operation and any gaps identi-
fied in quantity and quality, and other vari-
ables of concern, as determined by the Ad-
ministrator;

(6) a general outlook for the future of the
merchant mariner industry and potential
gaps or surpluses of merchant mariners;

(7) identification of any concerns in the
credentialing of merchant mariners, which
may include general processing issues, short-
age of training providers or instructors, and
barriers to entry due to costs to the eco-
nomically disadvantaged; and

(8) recommendations, based on data col-
lected, on ways to—

(A) improve retention of existing merchant
mariners;

(B) create expedited pathways for mariners
with expired credentials to renew their cre-
dentials; and

(C) encourage new merchant mariners to
enter the industry.

(d) ACCESSIBILITY OF DATA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Maritime Administrator,
and any authorized agent of the Maritime
Administrator, shall have full access to
available Coast Guard mariner credentialing
data, in a manner that ensures the protec-
tion of personally identifiable information,
in order to complete the report required
under subsection (a).

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator, and any authorized agent of the Mari-
time Administrator, may not have access to
confidential medical information pursuant
to paragraph (1).

SEC. 3681. MILITARY TO MARITIME TRANSITION.

(a) RECOMMENDATIONS REQUIRED.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense,
in consultation with the Secretary of the
Navy, the Secretary of the Air Force, the
Secretary of the Army, the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating, the Maritime Security Board, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and the De-
partment of Labor, shall submit a report to
the appropriate committees of Congress con-
taining—

(1) recommendations about how to increase
and improve opportunities for transitioning
servicemembers to secure employment in the
maritime industry at sea and shoreside; and

(2) a plan to implement those recommenda-
tions.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Defense shall—
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(1) identify barriers that servicemembers
face when trying to transition to the United
States maritime industry, including the
merchant marines, shipbuilding, ship repair,
and shipping;

(2) consider opportunities to improve, ex-
pedite, and alleviate the burdens on
servicemembers transitioning to the mari-
time industry, including efforts to—

(A) inform transitioning servicemembers
of employment opportunities in the United
States maritime industry;

(B) assist transitioning servicemembers in
determining how their military credentials
and experience translate to credentialed ci-
vilian employment in the maritime industry;

(C) increase the establishment and uptake
of accelerated or bridge programs to assist
separating members of the Armed Forces in
translating military credentials and experi-
ence into maritime industry credentials and
employment;

(D) increase the availability and accessi-
bility of preparatory activities under the
SkillBridge program established under sec-
tion 1143(e) of title 10, United States Code, in
the United States maritime industry;

(E) incorporate the maritime industry in
the Transition Assistance Program, as de-
scribed in chapter 58 of title 10, United
States Code; and

(F) enhance the activities carried out pur-
suant to the Military to Mariners Act of 2022
(section 11514 of division K of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263));
and

(3) specifically consider the transition of
servicemembers to employment in the ship-
building and ship repair maritime industries.
SEC. 3682. EARLY MARITIME EDUCATION AND

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT.

(a) SECRETARY OF THE NAVY BUDGET RE-
QUEST.—In the Secretary of the Navy’s an-
nual budget submission to Congress, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall include, as a dis-
tinct item, the funding request for the
United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps.

(b) ENGAGEMENT WITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
AND SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS.—The
Maritime Administrator shall encourage des-
ignated Centers of Excellence for Domestic
Maritime Workforce Training and Education
to engage with students in Kkindergarten
through grade 12.

SEC. 3683. INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR

MARINER AND NAVAL ARCHITEC-
TURE EXCHANGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall establish an international ex-
change program for mariners, naval archi-
tects, and marine engineers between the
United States and countries described in sub-
section (b).

(b) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.—In carrying
out the program under this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall limit participation to
United States citizens and citizens of—

(1) member countries of NATO;

(2) treaty allies of the United States; and

(3) major non-NATO allies of the United
States.

(¢c) PLACEMENTS.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under this section, the Administrator
shall seek corporate and government part-
ners for placement of eligible participants of
the program.

CHAPTER 3—UNITED STATES MERCHANT
MARINE ACADEMY AND STATE MARI-
TIME ACADEMIES

SEC. 3684. UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE

ACADEMY.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the United States Merchant Marine
Academy, one of our Nation’s 5 Federal serv-
ice academies, is vital to our national secu-
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rity, and modernizing the Academy’s aging
infrastructure and investing in faculty and
students must be congressional priorities;

(2) sufficient funding must be provided to
enable the maximum student enrollment
that the campus infrastructure of the United
States Merchant Marine Academy can sup-
port; and

(3) considering the Academy’s role as a co-
equal military service academy, the United
States Merchant Marine Academy should be
included in the rotation of presidential at-
tendance at graduations.

(b) CAMPUS MODERNIZATION PLAN.—Chapter
513 of title 46, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“§ 51329. Campus modernization plan

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary shall implement the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 20256 Campus Mod-
ernization Plan for the phased rehabilita-
tion, modernization, and construction of fa-
cilities and infrastructure at the United
States Merchant Marine Academy.

‘“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—For the duration of
the Campus Modernization Plan imple-
mented under subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator shall ensure that the Academy re-
mains fully operational.

‘‘(c) REPORTING.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall provide a briefing once every
6 months to the appropriate committees of
Congress on the status of the implementa-
tion of the 2025 Campus Modernization Plan,
as provided under subsection (a).”’.

(¢c) REPORT ON ENROLLMENT.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Maritime Administrator shall
submit a report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress identifying the additional
resources needed to increase enrollment at
the United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy.

SEC. 3685. STATE MARITIME ACADEMIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Maritime Administrator shall submit a re-
port to Congress containing the results of a
study to evaluate the additional resources
needed to allow State maritime academies to
increase enrollment and produce additional
mariners.

(b) NEED FOR ADDITIONAL STATE MARITIME
ACADEMIES.—Such study shall consider
whether there is a need for additional State
maritime academies in States that do not
operate a maritime academy.

SEC. 3686. ENFORCEMENT OF SERVICE OBLIGA-
TION REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall ensure that—

(1) each citizen who is appointed as a cadet
at the United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy and signs a cadet commitment agree-
ment under section 51306 of title 46, United
States Code, meets the service obligation re-
quirements of that agreement; and

(2) each individual that signs a student in-
centive payment agreement under section
51509 of title 46, United States Code, meets
the service obligation requirements under
that agreement.

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Mari-
time Administrator shall establish an elec-
tronic system through which each individual
with a service obligation under such section
51306 or 51509 (referred to in this section as a
‘‘service-obligated mariner’’) shall annually
demonstrate that they are meeting their
service obligation or have a valid deferment
consistent with section 51310 of title 46,
United States Code, or section 51510 of title
46, United States Code, as applicable.

(¢) NOTIFICATION OF VIOLATION.—The Mari-
time Administrator shall transmit a written
notice to each service-obligated mariner who
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fails to meet the reporting requirement of
subsection (b), notifying such individual of
the applicable penalties established under
section 51306 of title 46, United States Code,
or section 51509 of title 46, United States
Code, for failure to carry out the applicable
service requirements, including cost recov-
ery.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
section, and annually thereafter, the Mari-
time Administrator shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report on
the status of all service-obligated mariners,
which shall include—

(1) information about how each service-ob-
ligated mariner is meeting their service obli-
gation requirement, which shall be based on
the results of the data collected under sub-
section (b);

(2) the number of service-obligated mari-
ners who have not met their service obliga-
tion and have not complied with the report-
ing requirement under subsection (b); and

(3) the number of actions taken by the
Maritime Administrator under sections
51306(b), 51306(d), 51306(f), and 51509(g) to re-
cover costs from service-obligated mariners
who have not demonstrated that they have
met their service obligation requirements.
SEC. 3687. FUEL FUNDING FOR TRAINING SHIPS

OPERATED BY STATE MARITIME
ACADEMIES.

(a) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
51504 of title 46, United States Code, is
amended by striking subsection (f) and in-
serting the following:

‘“(f) FUEL CosTs.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall
pay to each State maritime academy the
costs of fuel used by a vessel provided under
this section while used for training in ac-
cordance with section 51512.”".

(b) AMENDMENT.—Chapter 515 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§51512. Funding for training ships operated
by State maritime academies

‘‘(a) FUEL FUNDING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall
pay to each State maritime academy the
costs of fuel used by a vessel that is loaned
to the State maritime academy in accord-
ance with section 51504 while used for train-
ing.

“(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—The amount of
the payment to a State maritime academy
under subsection (a) may not exceed
$20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2036.

‘“(3) PROHIBITION.—Maritime academies
that receive funding under subsection (a)
may not—

““(A) profit from charging cadets to go to
sea for their licensing when using federally
provided fuel; or

‘“(B) utilize the vessel as housing for stu-
dents outside of seasonal training cruises,
unless students elect voluntarily to live
aboard the vessel.

‘‘(4) REQUIREMENT.—Each State maritime
academy that receives fuel costs under this
section shall offer billets for liaison officers
from each military service during the time
such vessel is provided to that State mari-
time academy.

“(b) CREW.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State maritime
academy shall make crew positions available
on a vessel that is loaned to the State mari-
time academy for mariners enrolled in the
United States Merchant Marine Career Re-
tention Program established under section
52105.

‘“(2) CREW FUNDING.—For each crew slot
filled by a mariner enrolled in the career re-
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tention program, as provided for under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall pay the crew
costs for that mariner, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations.”.

(¢) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 515 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
¢“51512. Fuel funding for training ships oper-

ated by State maritime acad-
emies.”.
SEC. 3688. STATE MARITIME ACADEMY SEA TERM
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 515 of title 46,
United States Code, as amended by section
3700, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§51513. State Maritime Academy Sea Term

Scholarship Programs

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall work with private entities in the
maritime industry to establish a scholarship
program—

‘(1) for students at State maritime acad-
emies to offset expenses associated with
completion of a summer sea term to receive
sea-time required to earn a Coast Guard li-
cense; and

‘(2) which is entirely or predominantly
funded through contributions from a private
entity.

“(b) CONTRIBUTED FUNDS.—The Maritime
Administrator shall enter into a cooperative
agreement, or other agreement, with private
entities in the maritime industry to accept
funding from private entities for the purpose
of establishing such a scholarship program.
The cooperative agreement may include any
terms considered necessary by the Maritime
Administrator.

‘“(c) PRIVILEGES.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator may provide certain privileges to a
private entity who contributes funds for a
scholarship program under this section, in-
cluding opportunities to provide information
about employment opportunities with the
private entity to students enrolled in the
scholarship program.

‘“(d) STRUCTURE.—In establishing a scholar-
ship program to offset expenses associated
with a summer sea term—

‘(1) the Maritime Administrator may
enter into an agreement with a student at a
State maritime academy that has an agree-
ment with the Secretary of Transportation
under section 51505 of this title, to offset ex-
penses associated with completion of a sum-
mer sea term; or

‘“(2) the Maritime Administrator may
enter into an agreement with a State mari-
time academy that has an agreement with
the Secretary of Transportation under sec-
tion 51505 of this title, to offset expenses for
all students who participate in a summer sea
term program.

‘““(e) RELATIONSHIP TO FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAMS.—Recognizing the need for
licensed merchant mariners, the Maritime
Administrator shall encourage participants
of the financial assistance programs under
part C of this subtitle, to enter into agree-
ments under this section to establish schol-
arship programs to offset expenses associ-
ated with summer sea term.

“(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS.—ANy
student who benefits from a scholarship pro-
gram under this section shall enter into an
agreement with the Maritime Administrator
which requires the student to—

‘(1) complete the course of instruction at
the academy the individual is attending;

‘“(2) obtain a merchant mariner license,
without limitation as to tonnage or horse-
power, from the Coast Guard as an officer in
the merchant marine of the United States,
accompanied by the appropriate national and
international endorsements and certification
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required by the Coast Guard for service
aboard vessels on domestic and international
voyages, without limitation, within 3
months of completion of the course of in-
struction at the academy the individual is
attending;

‘(3) serve in a position that supports the
foreign and domestic commerce and the na-
tional defense of the United States for at
least 1 year after graduation from the acad-
emy—

““(A) as a merchant marine officer on a doc-
umented vessel or a vessel owned and oper-
ated by the United States Government or by
a State; or

“(B) as a commissioned officer on active
duty in an Armed Force of the United
States, as a commissioned officer in the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, or in other maritime-related Federal
employment which serves the national secu-
rity interests of the United States, as deter-
mined by the Maritime Administrator; and

‘“(4) report to the Maritime Administrator
on compliance with this subsection.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 515 of title 46, United
States Code, as amended by section 3700, is
further amended by adding at the end the
following:

¢51513. State Maritime Academy Sea Term
Scholarship Programs.”.

SEC. 3689. NAVAL JOINT EXERCISE INVOLVE-
MENT FOR TRAINING SHIPS OPER-
ATED BY STATE MARITIME ACAD-
EMIES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the

Navy, in coordination with the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, shall, to the extent practicable,
include in national and international mari-
time warfare exercises not less than 1 train-
ing vessel used by a State maritime academy
and maintained pursuant to section 51504 of
title 46, United States Code, in order to pro-
vide an opportunity to integrate merchant
mariners with naval and military operations.

(b) PARTICIPANTS.—Subject to guidance
issued by the Secretary of the Navy and Mar-
itime Administrator, an individual may par-
ticipate in the exercise aboard that training
ship if the individual is—

(1) a licensed merchant mariner; or

(2) a student from the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy, a State maritime
academy, a Center of Excellence for Domes-
tic Maritime Workforce Training and Edu-
cation, or a merchant marine center estab-
lished under section 147 of the Workforce In-
novation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C.
3197), as added by section 3677 of this title.

(c) PRIORITY.—In selecting participants
under subsection (b) the Administrator shall
give priority to students described in para-
graph (2) of subsection (b).

(d) VESSELS.—In coordination with the
Secretary of the Navy, the Maritime Admin-
istrator shall rotate training vessels to en-
sure that each training vessel described in
subsection (a) has an equal opportunity to
participate in such exercises.

CHAPTER 4—MARITIME CREDENTIALING
MODERNIZATION
SEC. 3690. MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIALING
MODERNIZATION.

(a) MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIALING
MODERNIZATION.—The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating shall carry out necessary system and
process changes to carry out the activities
described in paragraphs (1) through (4).

(1) LICENSING, CERTIFICATION, AND DOCU-
MENTATION DATABASE.—Replacement of the
merchant mariner licensing, certification,
and documentation database such that the
database allows for—

(A) the electronic submission of merchant
mariner credential applications (including
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sea  service, professional qualifications,
course completion data, safety and suit-
ability, and medical records) and course ap-
proval requests;

(B) direct submission of sea service infor-
mation from employers and course comple-
tion data from training providers and other
stakeholders to provide data securely and di-
rectly so that documentation does not need
to be submitted later by the merchant mar-
iner; and

(C) the electronic processing and evalua-
tion of information for the issuance of cre-
dentials and course approvals, including the
capability for the Secretary to complete re-
mote evaluation of the information sub-
mitted.

(2) SYSTEM FOR DATA EXCHANGE.—Imple-
mentation of a system that provides for the
exchange of data with government agencies
and industry stakeholders, which provides
the Maritime Administration and other
agencies, as appropriate, anonymized and ag-
gregated data showing the following:

(A) The total amount of sea service for in-
dividuals with a valid merchant mariner cre-
dential.

(B) The number of credentialed mariners
by individual rating and the capability to fil-
ter data by endorsements.

(C) Demographic information, including
age, gender, ethnicity, and address or loca-
tion.

(D) National Maritime Center processing
times.

(E) The number of Coast Guard approved
training providers, and, for each such train-
ing provider, the number of courses taken by
individuals who have, or who are applying
for, a merchant mariner credential from that
training provider.

(3) PUBLIC FACING PORTAL.—Implementa-
tion of a system that includes a public facing
portal in the .gov domain instead of the .mil
domain to accept merchant mariner appli-
cant information, including credential appli-
cations, course completion data, and course
approval requests, that complies with the re-
quirements for cybersecurity and privacy in-
formation of electronic systems in the .gov
domain.

(4) EXAMINATION PROCESSES.—Upgrading
the examination processes for merchant
mariner examinations, by—

(A) implementing an examination regime
that provides for electronic and third party
administration of examinations;

(B) reassessing the content of tests
through the development of job task analysis
for all credentials; and

(C) implementing a robust system to ana-
lyze examination data.

(b) REPORT.—The Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating
shall submit—

(1) an annual report to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, the
Committee on Appropriations, and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate, and
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, the Committee on Appropriations,
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives, on the progress of
the system and process changes required
under subsection (a); and

(2) a final report to those Committees 1
year after full operating capability of the
complete system, comprised of all 4 systems
required under subsection (a).

SEC. 3691. INSPECTIONS FOR TRANSPORTATION
SECURITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 81 of part F of
subtitle II of title 46, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“§$8109. Inspections for transportation secu-

rity

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—
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‘(1) INSPECTION.—The Secretary shall peri-
odically, but not less than once annually, in-
spect each covered facility to verify that the
owner or operator of the covered facility has
a valid exemption under subsection (c) of
section 30 of the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1356(c)).

‘“(2) COVERED FACILITY.—In this subsection,
the term ‘covered facility’ means a vessel,
rig, platform, or other vehicle or structure
that, but for an exemption under subsection
(c) of section 30 of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1356(c)) would oth-
erwise be subject to the regulations under
subsection (a)(3) of such section.

“(b) TRANSPORTATION SECURITY CARD.—
During an inspection under this section, the
Secretary shall confirm that all crew mem-
bers that are required to have a transpor-
tation worker identification credential pur-
suant to section 70105 have such a creden-
tial.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 81 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
¢8109. Inspections for transportation secu-

rity.”.
SEC. 3692. RENEWAL OF MERCHANT MARINER LI-
CENSES AND DOCUMENTS.

Section 7507 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(d) RENEWAL.—With respect to any re-
newal of a valid merchant mariner creden-
tial issued under this part that is not an ex-
tension under subsection (a) or (b), the valid-
ity period of such credential shall begin the
day after the expiration of the current cre-
dential.”.

SEC. 3693. REACTIVATION OF EXPIRED LICENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 75 of subtitle II
of part E, of title 46, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“§7512. Authority for reactivation of United

States Merchant Mariner credentials

‘“(a) LICENSES AND CERTIFICATES OF REG-
ISTRY.—Notwithstanding sections 7106 and
7107, the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating may
renew for not more than 2 years an expired
license or certificate of registry issued for an
individual under chapter 71 if the Secretary
determines that the renewal is in response to
a national emergency declared by Congress
or declared under section 201 of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1621), as deemed
necessary by the Secretary.

“(b) MERCHANT MARINER DOCUMENTS.—Not-
withstanding section 7302(g), the Secretary
may renew for not more than 2 years an ex-
piring merchant mariner’s document issued
for an individual under chapter 73 if the Sec-
retary determines that the renewal is in re-
sponse to a national emergency proclaimed
by the President or declared by Congress, as
deemed necessary by the Secretary.

‘“(c) MANNER OF RENEWAL.—Any renewal
granted under this section may be granted to
individual seamen or a specifically identified
group of seamen.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 75 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
¢“7512. Authority for reactivation of United

States Merchant Mariner cre-
dentials.”.
AMENDMENT NO. 314 OFFERED BY MR. EZELL OF
MISSISSIPPI

Page 1518, line 6, strike ‘‘ $15,000,000’ and
insert ‘“$20,000,000"".

Page 1518, after line 9, insert the following
(and redesignate the subsequent subpara-
graphs accordingly):

(B) $20,000,000 shall be to support the
United States Center for Maritime Innova-
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tion under section 50307(e) of title 46, United
States Code;

Strike section 3522 and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 3522. FEDERAL SHIP FINANCING PROGRAM
IMPROVEMENTS.

(a) Section 53701 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘retro-
fitting, reconfiguration, or similar work, as
well as’ after ‘“‘include’’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (5), (6), and
(7) as paragraphs (7), (8), and (10) respectively
and redesignating paragraphs (8) through (15)
as paragraphs (12) through (19) respectively;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘() ELIGIBLE EXPORT VESSEL.—The term
‘eligible export vessel’ means a vessel that—

‘“(A) is constructed, reconstructed, or re-
conditioned in the United States for use in
world-wide trade; and

‘4(B) will, on delivery or redelivery, become
or remain documented under the laws of a
country other than the United States.

‘(6) F1SHING.—The term ‘fishing’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3 of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1802).”’;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (8), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following
new paragraph:

“(9) GENERAL SHIPYARD FACILITY.—The
term ‘general shipyard facility’ means—

‘“(A) for operations on land—

‘(i) a structure or appurtenance thereto
designed for the construction, reconstruc-
tion, repair, rehabilitation, or refurbishment
of a vessel, including a graving dock, build-
ing way, ship lift, wharf, or pier crane;

‘“(ii) the land necessary for the structure
or appurtenance; and

‘‘(iii) equipment that is for use with the
structure or appurtenance and that is nec-
essary for performing a function referred to
in clause (i); and

‘“(B) for operations not on land, a vessel,
floating drydock, or barge built in the
United States and used for, equipped to be
used for, or of a type normally used for, per-
forming a function referred to in subpara-
graph (A)({).”’; and

(5) by inserting after paragraph (10), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following
new paragraph:

““(11) MODERN SHIPBUILDING TECHNOLOGY.—
The term ‘modern shipbuilding technology’
means the best available proven technology,
techniques, and processes appropriate to en-
hancing the productivity of shipyards, in-
cluding engineering design, quality assur-
ance, concurrent engineering, continuous
process production technology, energy effi-
ciency, waste minimization, design for
recyclability or parts reuse, inventory man-
agement, upgraded worker skills, and com-
munications with customers and suppliers.’’;
and

(6) in paragraph (15), as so redesignated, by
inserting ‘‘used’” before ‘‘fishing vessels”.

(b) Section 53702(b) of title 46, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading by striking
“DIRECT LOANS FOR FISHERIES” and inserting
“DIRECT LOANS"’;

(2) in paragraph (1) by inserting ‘‘used’ be-
fore ‘‘fishing vessel’’; and

(3) in paragraph (4) by striking ‘‘the pur-
pose of” and all that follows through ‘‘fi-
nancing the purchase’” and inserting ‘‘the
purpose of financing the purchase”’.

(c) Section 53703 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘signed
application’ and inserting ‘‘completed appli-
cation’;
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(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

¢“(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—

““(A) The Secretary or the Administrator
may—

‘(i) request from an applicant additional
information required to complete the review
of an application; and

‘“(ii) establish a deadline for the applicant
to provide such information.

‘“(B) If the applicant does not respond to
the request for additional information, the
Secretary or Administrator may—

‘(i) notify the applicant that processing of
the application will be suspended until the
additional information is received; and

¢“(ii) toll the time for the decision.’”’; and

(2) in subsection (c), by amending para-
graph (1)(D) to read as follows:

‘(D) recommend financial covenants or fi-
nancial ratios to be met by the applicant
during the time a guarantee under this chap-
ter is outstanding that are—

‘(i) based on the financial covenants or fi-
nancial ratios that are then applicable to the
obligor under private sector credit agree-
ments, if any; or

‘(i) in lieu of other financial covenants
appropriate to the obligor under this chapter
when evaluating the risks of the project for
compliance with the requirements of section
53708 of this title; and”.

(d) Section 53704 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking the second
sentence and inserting the following: “Of
that amount

‘(1) $850,000,000 shall be limited to obliga-
tions by the Secretary related to fishing fa-
cilities and used vessels; and

““(2) $3,000,000,000 shall be limited to obliga-
tions related to eligible export vessels.”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(4)—

(A) in subparagraph (I) by striking ‘‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (J) by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(K) if applicable, the country risk for
each eligible export vessel financed or to be
financed by an obligation.”.

(e) Section 53706(a) of title 46, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Financing (including re-
imbursement of an obligor for expenditures
previously made for) the construction, re-
construction, or reconditioning, of a vessel”’
and inserting ‘‘Financing, including reim-
bursement of an obligor for expenditures pre-
viously made for, the construction, recon-
struction, reconditioning, or purchase of a
vessel (including an eligible export vessel)’’;

(B) in clause (iv) by striking the last ‘‘or’’;

(C) in clause (v) by striking the period; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(vi) as an eligible export vessel in world-
wide trade; or

‘‘(vii) in the fishing industry or seafood re-
lated trade.”’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (8).

(f) Section 53707 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b) by striking ‘‘construc-
tion, reconstruction, or reconditioning’ and
inserting ‘‘construction, reconstruction, re-
conditioning, or purchase’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢) by inserting ‘‘or Ad-
ministrator’” after ‘“‘Secretary’’.

(g) Section 53708 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in the subsection heading—

(i) by striking ‘“‘FISHING”’; and

(ii) by inserting “‘FISHING’’ before ‘‘FACILI-
TIES’’; and

(B) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:
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‘(1) in the case of a used vessel, recon-
structed or reconditioned in the United
States and will contribute to the develop-
ment of the United States commercial ship-
building or fishing industries; or’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(f) LIMITATION.—The Administrator may
not guarantee or make a commitment to
guarantee an obligation under this chapter if
the Secretary determines such guarantee or
commitment is inconsistent with the wise
use of the fisheries resources and the devel-
opment, advancement, management, con-
servation, and protection of the fisheries re-
sources consistent with the Magnuson Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).”.

(h) Section 53709 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (b) to read as
follows:

“(b) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT BORROWED.—
Except as otherwise provided, the principal
amount of an obligation guaranteed under
this chapter may not exceed 87.5 percent of
the actual cost or depreciated actual cost, as
determined by the Secretary or Adminis-
trator, of the vessel used as security for the
guarantee.”’; and

(2) in subsection (e) by inserting ‘‘or Ad-
ministrator’ after ‘‘Secretary’’.

(i) Section 53107(a)(4)(A) of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by inserting ‘“‘or, in
the case of an eligible export vessel, of the
appropriate foreign authorities under a trea-
ty, convention, or other international agree-
ment to which the United States is a party”’
after ‘‘Coast Guard”.

(j) Section 53714(b) of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘(6) FEES IN EXCESS OF THE COST OF A
PROJECT.—For projects where the minimum
percentage rate calculated under paragraph
(5) exceeds the cost of a project required by
section 53704(c) of this title and section 502 of
the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2
U.S.C. 66la) such minimum percentage rate
may be reduced to not exceed the cost of the
project.”.

(k) Section 53715 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)(B), by deleting ‘75
percent or 87.5 percent, whichever is applica-
ble under section 53709(b) of this title,” and
inserting ‘‘the percent applicable under sec-
tion 53709(b)’’; and

(2) in subsection (e)(1)(A)(ii), by deleting
‘75 percent or 87.5 percent, whichever is ap-
plicable under section 53709(b) of this title,”
and inserting ‘‘the percent applicable under
section 53709(b)”’.

(1) Section 53723 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘‘shall be
paid in cash.” and inserting the following:
‘‘shall be—

‘(1) paid in cash; and

‘“(2) include any applicable principal, inter-
est, capitalized interest, premium, and late
charges, if the obligation is held by the Fed-
eral Financing Bank.”’;

(2) Dby redesignating subsections (b)
through (d) as subsections (¢) through (e), re-
spectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b) SUBROGATION.—If the Secretary or the
Administrator makes a payment under this
section, the Secretary or the Administrator
shall be subrogated to the rights of the re-
cipient of the payment as specified in the
guarantee or related agreements.”.

(m) Section 53733 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (a) and redesig-
nating subsections (b) through (e) as sub-
sections (a) through (d), respectively;
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(2) in subsection (a), as so redesignated,—

(A) by striking ‘‘advanced shipbuilding
technology and modern shipbuilding tech-
nology”’ and inserting ‘‘shipyard capital im-
provements, including infrastructure and
modern shipbuilding technology,”’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘Only a private shipyard is
eligible to receive a guarantee’” and insert-
ing ‘“To be eligible to receive a guarantee
the obligor must have the authority to mod-
ify the general shipyard facility’’;

(3) in subsection (c), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘advanced shipbuilding technology”’
and inserting ‘‘shipyard capital improve-
ments, infrastructure,’”’; and

(4) by inserting the following new sub-
section (e):

‘“(e) MADE IN AMERICA.—The Administrator
must exclude foreign components from a
project eligible for a guarantee under this
section, unless the Administrator grants a
waiver based on non-availability of such for-
eign components due to timely availability,
sufficient quality, or price competitive
basis.”’; and

(5) by striking subsection (f).

(n) Section 53734 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1) by inserting ‘‘fish-
ing, or other seafood related,” before ‘‘coast-
wise, intercoastal, or foreign trade’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2) by striking ‘‘con-
struction or reconstruction of the vessel”
and inserting ‘‘construction or refinancing
and reconstruction of the vessel’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

() APPLICABILITY.—Guarantees  made
under subsection (a) for the construction or
refinancing and reconstruction of a vessel
designed and to be used in fishing or seafood
related trade or an eligible export vessel
shall be made only with funds, including
funds for the cost of guaranteed loans, appro-
priated on or after the date of enactment of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2027.”.

(0) ELIGIBILITY.—Notwithstanding any re-
quirements that such vessel be recon-
structed, reconditioned, or repaired to qual-
ify for a guarantee of an obligation, for a pe-
riod of 2 years after the date of enactment of
this Act, a fishing vessel greater than 79 feet
overall in length built and documented after
January 1, 2021, shall be eligible for a guar-
antee of an obligation from the Adminis-
trator under chapter 537 of title 46, United
States Code.

(p) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion, or the amendments made by this sec-
tion, shall limit the authority of the Sec-
retary of Commerce to provide direct loan
obligations authorized by section 211(e) of
the American Fisheries Act (Public Law 105-
277).

(d) REPEAL IN NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHOR-
1ZATION AcT.—Sections 3506(1)(2) and
3506(1)(2) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act of Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-
92) are repealed, and the provisions of law
that were repealed or amended by these sec-
tions are reenacted and amended, respec-
tively, to read as if such sections were not
enacted.

Page 1546, line 12, insert ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—
”” before ‘‘Section’.

Page 1548, after line 7, insert the following:

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter
heading for chapter 541 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘“MIS-
CELLANEOUS” and inserting ‘‘SMALL SHIP-
YARD GRANT PROGRAM”.

Page 15648, line 10, insert ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—
> before ‘‘Section”.

Page 1550, after line 5, insert the following:

(b) CHAPTER b504.—Chapter 504 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
before section 50402 the following:
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“§50401. Maritime workforce advisory com-
mittee

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
a National Maritime Workforce Advisory
Committee (in this section referred to as the
‘Committee’).

‘“(b) FUNCTION.—The Committee shall ad-
vise the Secretary of Transportation on mat-
ters relating to the skills, training, and
numbers of workers necessary to maintain
the United States maritime industrial base
workforce, including the merchant marine,
shipyards, and associated activities.

‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall
consist of not more than 25 members ap-
pointed by the Secretary in accordance with
this section and section 15109.

‘(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Com-
mittee shall have particular expertise,
knowledge, and experience in matters relat-
ing to the function of the Committee.

‘‘(3) REPRESENTATION.—At least 1 member
of the Committee shall represent 1 of the fol-
lowing:

“‘(A) Ocean Common Carriers.

‘(B) State maritime academies.

‘“(C) Centers of excellence designated under
section 54101.

‘(D) Unlicensed merchant mariner labor
unions.

‘“(BE) Licensed merchant mariner labor
unions.

‘(F') Shipyard labor unions.

“(G) Shipyards.

‘““(H) Vessel design and construction enti-
ties.

“(I) Post-secondary education vocational
training.

“(J) Secondary education vocational train-
ing.

‘(K) Offshore energy production.

‘(i) Offshore support.

‘‘(4) ADMINISTRATION.—For purposes of sec-
tion 15109—

‘“(A) the Committee shall be treated as a
committee established under chapter 151;
and

‘“(B) the Secretary of Transportation shall
fulfill all duties and responsibilities and
have all authorities of the Secretary of
Homeland Security with regard to the Com-
mittee.”.

Strike section 3529 and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 3529. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CHAP-
TER 3 ANALYSIS.

The analysis for chapter 3 of title 14,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“CHAPTER 3—COMPOSITION AND
ORGANIZATION

‘‘SUBCHAPTER I-ORGANIZATION

“Sec.
¢“301. Grades and ratings.

‘‘SUBCHAPTER II-POSITIONS

Commandant; appointment.

Vice Commandant; appointment.

Retirement of Commandant or Vice
Commandant.

Vice admirals.

Retirement.

Vice admirals and admiral, continuity
of grade.

Chief Acquisition Officer.

4302.
¢¢303.
304.

305.
*306.
4307.

¢¢308.

¢“309. Office of the Coast Guard Reserve; Di-
rector.

¢“310. Director of Coast Guard Investigative
Service.

¢311. United States Coast Guard Band; com-
position; Director.

¢312. Western Alaska Oil Spill Planning Cri-

teria Program.

Chief of Staff to President: appoint-
ment.

Captains of the port.

318.

¢314.
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¢‘315. Congressional affairs; Director.

¢316. Commandant Advisory Judge Advocate.

¢“317. Special Advisor to Commandant for
Tribal and Native Hawaiian af-
fairs.

¢“318. Judge Advocate General; Deputy Judge
Advocate General: appoint-
ment; duties.

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III-PROGRAMS

¢“331. Centers of expertise for Coast Guard
prevention and response.

¢“332. Marine industry training program.

¢“333. Training courses on workings of Con-
gress.

¢‘334. National Coast Guard Museum.

¢“335. Environmental Compliance and Res-
toration Program.

¢336. Unmanned system program and autono-
mous control and computer vi-
sion technology project.

¢‘337. Coast Guard Junior Reserve Officers’

Training Corps.
¢‘338. Redistricting notification requirement.
¢‘339. Prevention and response workforces.”’.

Page 1556, after line 15, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 3532. UNITED STATES COAST GUARD CORRO-
SION CONTROL ASSISTANCE TEAM
PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Commandant of the Coast Guard, acting
through the Assistant Commandant for Ac-
quisition, shall establish and carry out a
pilot program, to be known as the ‘“United
States Coast Guard Corrosion Control As-
sistance Team Pilot Program’, to provide
corrosion prevention and control assistance
to Coast Guard field units.

(2) AUTHORITIES.—In carrying out the pilot
program established under paragraph (1), the
Commandant shall—

(A) provide on-site corrosion prevention
and control technical advisory services and
direct assistance to Coast Guard field units
upon request;

(B) develop and maintain a repository of
corrosion prevention and control best prac-
tices and lessons learned applicable to Coast
Guard maritime assets;

(C) assess corrosion conditions and rec-
ommend corrective and preventive mainte-
nance actions at Coast Guard units;

(D) support training and education of
Coast Guard personnel in corrosion preven-
tion and control techniques; and

(E) collect data and metrics necessary to
assess the effectiveness of the pilot program
and inform future programmatic decisions.

(3) PILOT PROGRAM OBJECTIVES.—In car-
rying out the pilot program established
under paragraph (1), the Commandant shall
specifically seek to—

(A) demonstrate the feasibility and effec-
tiveness of a Coast Guard-specific corrosion
control assistance capability;

(B) apply lessons learned from the Navy’s
Corrosion Control Assistance Team program
and other Department of Defense corrosion
programs to the unique operational environ-
ment of the Coast Guard;

(C) quantify the impact of corrosion pre-
vention and control interventions on Coast
Guard asset readiness and service life; and

(D) develop recommendations related
Coast Guard anti-corrosion prevention and
control initiatives.

(b) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the pilot
program established under subsection (a),
the Commandant may—

(1) procure equipment, tools, and materials
necessary for corrosion assessment and con-
trol activities;

(2) train program personnel;

(3) contract with non-Federal entities for
technical expertise and advisory services;
and
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(4) develop data systems and information
management tools to support program oper-
ations.

(¢) ORGANIZATION AND STAFFING.—

Q) CORROSION CONTROL ASSISTANCE
TEAMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot
program established under subsection (a),
the Commandant shall establish not fewer
than 2 Corrosion Control Assistance Teams
consisting of qualified corrosion prevention
and control specialists.

(B) TEAM COMPOSITION.—Each Corrosion
Control Assistance Team shall consist of per-
sonnel with technical expertise in—

(i) marine coatings and surface prepara-
tion;

(ii) cathodic protection systems;

(iii) coatings and corrosion control train-
ing;

(iv) corrosion control of C5I (Command and
Control, Communications, Computers, Com-
bat Systems, and Intelligence) systems;

(v) corrosion engineering and failure anal-
ysis; and

(vi) preventive maintenance program de-
velopment.

(C) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Members of the Corrosion
Control Assistance Team shall possess rel-
evant technical certifications, including cor-
rosion control credentials from AMPP (in-
cluding certified Coating Inspectors, Protec-
tive Coatings Specialists, Cathodic Protec-
tion Specialists, and Corrosion Specialists)
and commensurate demonstrated expertise,
as determined by the Commandant.

(ii) ACCREDITATION.—Firms performing the
work should be AMPP QP 5 Accredited.

(2) CONTRACTS.—In establishing and staff-
ing the pilot program, the Commandant may
contract with private sector entities pos-
sessing relevant technical expertise.

(d) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than 18
months after the date on which the pilot pro-
gram commences operations, the Com-
mandant shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives an interim report on the
pilot program that includes—

(A) a summary of field unit visits con-
ducted and services provided;

(B) preliminary data on the impact of pro-
gram activities on asset readiness and main-
tenance costs; and

(C) any significant challenges encountered
in program implementation and proposed
corrective actions.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
before the date on which the pilot program is
scheduled to terminate under subsection (e),
the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives a final report on
the pilot program that includes—

(A) a comprehensive assessment of the ef-
fectiveness of the pilot program in achieving
the objectives described in subsection (c¢)(3);

(B) quantified metrics on improvements in
asset service life and operational readiness
attributable to pilot program activities;

(C) lessons learned from the pilot program;

(D) a detailed assessment of the feasibility
and projected cost of a permanent, full-scale
Coast Guard corrosion prevention and con-
trol program; and

(E) a recommendation from the Com-
mandant on whether to establish such a per-
manent program, and if so, a proposed pro-
gram structure, staffing plan, and funding
requirements.
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(3) PUBLICATION.—The Commandant shall
make each report required under this sub-
section publicly available on a publicly ac-
cessible website of the Coast Guard.

(e) DURATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The pilot program shall
terminate on the date that is 3 years after
the date on which the pilot program com-
mences operations.

(2) EXTENSION.—The Commandant may ex-
tend the pilot program for a period of not
more than 2 additional years if the Com-
mandant determines, and notifies the com-
mittees specified in subsection (d) not later
than 180 days before the termination date,
that—

(A) the pilot program has demonstrated
sufficient effectiveness to warrant continu-
ation; and

(B) additional time is needed to collect
data necessary to make a final determina-
tion on the establishment of a permanent
program.

(f) COAST GUARD-SPECIFIC ADAPTATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot
program, the Commandant shall, where ap-
propriate, develop Coast Guard-specific adap-
tations of Department of Defense corrosion
prevention and control standards and proc-
esses.

(2) ADOPTION OF NAVY CCAT PROCEDURES AND
STANDARDS.—The Commandant shall specifi-
cally seek to, wherever practicable, adopt
Navy Corrosion Control Assistance Team
operational procedures and technical stand-
ards that are applicable to Coast Guard as-
sets.

(g) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Commandant shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives an imple-
mentation plan for the pilot program that
includes—

(1) identification of the Coast Guard dis-
tricts or units to be served during the initial
phase of the pilot program;

(2) a proposed schedule for commencing
pilot program operations; and

(3) a framework for measuring and report-
ing pilot program outcomes, including spe-
cific performance metrics.

SEC. 3533. DOMESTIC PROCUREMENT OF COAST
GUARD BUOY, ANCHOR AND MOOR-
ING CHAIN.

Section 1154 of title 14, United States Code,

is amended to read as follows:

“§1154. Procurement of buoy, anchor, and
mooring chain

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), the Secretary may not pro-
cure buoy, anchor, or mooring chain for use
on United States Coast Guard cutters, ves-
sels, or shore facilities—

‘(1) that is not manufactured in the United
States; or

‘“(2) substantially all of the components of
which are not produced or manufactured in
the United States.

““(b) EXCEPTION AND NOTICE.—

‘(1) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may pro-
cure buoy, anchor, or mooring chain that is
not manufactured in the United States if the
Secretary determines that—

‘“(A) the price of buoy, anchor, or mooring
chain manufactured in the United States is
unreasonable;

‘“(B) a sufficient quantity of satisfactory
quality buoy, anchor, or mooring chain
which the requirement in subsection (a) ap-
plies is not available;

‘(C) application of the requirement in sub-
section (a) would be inconsistent with the
public interest or national security; or

‘(D) emergency circumstances exist.
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‘“(2) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days after
making a procurement under the exception
under this subsection, the Secretary shall
notify the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of the Represent-
atives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate of
the procurement and basis for the procure-
ment.”.

At the end of title XXXV, add the fol-
lowing:

Subtitle D—Maritime Workforce and
Education
SEC. 35 . COMMERCIAL SHIPBUILDING INFRA-
STRUCTURE PROGRAM.
Section 54101 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“§54101. Commercial shipbuilding infrastruc-
ture program

‘“‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall carry out a program to
provide financial assistance to shipyards for
the purposes described in subsection (c).

“(2) GoAL.—The goal of the program shall
be to fund eligible projects that will foster
technical skills and operational productivity
relating to shipbuilding, ship repair, and as-
sociated industries.

“(b) GRANT AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pro-
gram, the Maritime Administrator shall
make grants to eligible applicants, on a com-
petitive basis, in accordance with this sec-
tion.

‘(2) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more
than 2 percent of amounts made available to
carry out the program authorized by this
section may be used for necessary costs of
administration of the program authorized by
this section.

‘“(3) AVAILABILITY.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated
to make grants for shipyards under this sec-
tion shall remain available until expended.

“(B) REUSE OF UNEXPENDED GRANT FUNDS.—
Amounts awarded as a grant under this sec-
tion that are not expended by the grantee
during the 5-year period following the date of
the award or that are returned shall remain
available to the Maritime Administrator for
use for grants under this section in a subse-
quent fiscal year.

‘“(4) AWARDS.—In providing assistance
under this section, the Maritime Adminis-
trator shall not select an applicant for more
than one award for the same fiscal year.

‘“(6) AMOUNT.—For grants other than those
awarded under subsection (i), the minimum
award size shall be $30,000,000.

‘“(6) PROHIBITED USES.—A maritime train-
ing center that has received funds awarded
under section 51706 of title 46, United States
Code, shall not be eligible for grants under
this section for training purposes in the
same fiscal year.

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Assistance pro-
vided under this section may be used to—

‘(1) make capital and related improve-
ments to shipyards owned or operated by eli-
gible applicants; and

‘“(2) provide training for workers in ship-
building, ship repair, and associated indus-
tries.

‘(d) ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.—To be eligible
for financial assistance pursuant to this sec-
tion, an applicant shall—

‘(1) have authority as owner or operator of
the shipyard facility to carry out the pro-
posed project as required by subsection (j);
and

‘“(2) be the owner or operator of a shipyard
facility in a single geographic location in the
United States that—
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““(A) constructs, repairs, or reconfigures
vessels 40 feet in length or more for commer-
cial or government use; or

‘“(B) constructs, repairs, or reconfigures
vessels 100 feet in length or more for non-
commercial vessels.

‘“(e) BUY AMERICA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Maritime Administrator shall not obli-
gate funds under this section, unless each
product and material purchased with those
funds (including products and materials pur-
chased by a grantee), and including any com-
mercially available off-the-shelf item, is—

“‘(A) an unmanufactured article, material,
or supply that has been mined or produced in
the United States; or

‘“(B) a manufactured article, material, or
supply that has been manufactured in the
United States substantially all from articles,
materials, or supplies mined, produced, or
manufactured in the United States.

*“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), the requirements of that para-
graph shall not apply with respect to a par-
ticular product or material if the Adminis-
trator determines—

‘(i) that the application of those require-
ments would be inconsistent with the public
interest;

‘“(ii) that such product or material is not
available in the United States in sufficient
and reasonably available quantities, of a sat-
isfactory quality, or on a timely basis; or

‘“(iii) that inclusion of a domestic product
or material will increase the cost of that
product or material by more than 25 percent,
with respect to a certain contract between a
grantee and that grantee’s supplier.

‘‘(B) FEDERAL REGISTER.—A determination
made by the Administrator under this sub-
paragraph shall be published in the Federal
Register.

¢“(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE OFF-THE-
SHELF ITEM.—The term ‘commercially avail-
able off-the-shelf item’ means—

‘(i) any item of supply (including con-
struction material) that is—

“(I) a commercial product, as defined by
section 2.101 of title 48, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (as in effect on the date of the en-
actment of this Act); and

‘“(IT) sold in substantial quantities in the
commercial marketplace; and

‘‘(ii) does not include bulk cargo, as de-
fined in section 40102(4) of this title, such as
agricultural products and petroleum prod-
ucts.

‘“(B) PRODUCT OR MATERIAL.—The term
‘product or material’ means an article, mate-
rial, or supply brought to the site by the re-
cipient for incorporation into the building,
work, or project. The term also includes an
item brought to the site preassembled from
articles, materials, or supplies. However,
emergency life safety systems, such as emer-
gency lighting, fire alarm, and audio evacu-
ation systems, that are discrete systems in-
corporated into a public building or work
and that are produced as complete systems,
are evaluated as a single and distinct con-
struction material regardless of when or how
the individual parts or components of those
systems are delivered to the construction
site.

‘“(C) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United
States’ includes the District of Columbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, and the Virgin Islands.

¢‘(f) SOLICITATION AND APPLICATION.—

(1) NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY.—Not
later than 45 days after the date on which
funds are made available to carry out the
program, the Secretary shall publish a no-
tice of funding opportunity for the funds.
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‘“(2) APPLICATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this section, an applicant shall
submit to the Maritime Administrator an
application in such form and containing such
information and assurances as the Maritime
Administrator considers to be appropriate.

‘(B) CONTENTS.—Such an application shall
include, at minimum, a comprehensive de-
scription of—

‘(i) the need for the project;

‘‘(ii) the methodology for implementing
the project; and

‘“(iii) any existing programs or arrange-
ments that can be used to supplement or le-
verage assistance under the program.

¢(3) TIMING OF APPLICATIONS.—To be eligi-
ble to receive assistance under this section,
an applicant must submit an application by
such date as the Maritime Administrator
may establish.

‘(g) PRIMARY SELECTION CRITERIA.—In
awarding grants under the program, the
Maritime Administrator shall evaluate the
extent to which a project fosters—

“(1) efficiency, competitive operations,
quality ship construction, repair, and recon-
figuration, and improves capacity at the
shipyard (for capital improvement projects);

¢(2) employee skills and enhanced produc-
tivity related to shipbuilding, ship repair,
and associated industries (for maritime
training program projects); and

““(3) improved capacity at the shipyard (for
projects other than those under subsection
).

““(h) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In se-
lecting projects to receive grants under the
program, the Maritime Administrator shall
give substantial weight to—

‘(1) the extent to which the project im-
proves safety;

‘“(2) the utilization of non-Federal con-
tributions;

‘“(3) the utilization of nontraditional fi-
nancing, innovative design and construction
techniques, or innovative technologies;

‘‘(4) the extent to which the project sup-
ports critical shipbuilding and ship repair in-
frastructure as determined by the Maritime
Administrator; and

‘() contributions to geographic diversity
among grant recipients.

‘(i) ASSISTANCE TO SMALL SHIPYARDS.—

‘(1) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—The Maritime
Administrator shall reserve not less than 25
percent of the amounts made available for
grants under this section each fiscal year to
make grants to eligible applicants for eligi-
ble projects at shipyard facilities that have
1,200 production employees or fewer in one
geographic location.

¢“(2) LIMITATIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Grants awarded under
this subsection may not be used to construct
buildings or other physical facilities or to
acquire land.

‘(B) LIMITATION.—Not more than 25 per-
cent of the funds available under this sub-
section may be awarded to any small ship-
yard in one geographic location that has
more than 600 production employees.

‘“(3) PRODUCTION EMPLOYEES.—In this sec-
tion, production employees include eligible
applicant employees directly engaged in re-
pair, construction, or reconstruction of ves-
sels and does not include—

““(A) employees primarily engaged in ad-
ministration, engineering, or support func-
tions; or

‘(B) contractors of any kind.

““(j) CONDITIONS ON PROVISION OF ASSIST-
ANCE.—The Maritime Administrator may not
award a grant under this section unless the
Maritime Administrator determines that—

‘(1) sufficient funding is available to meet
the matching requirements of subsection (1);
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‘“(2) the project will be completed without
unreasonable delay; and

““(3) the recipient has authority to carry
out the proposed project.

“(k) AWARDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (2), not later than 270 days
after the date on which amounts are made
available to provide grants under the pro-
gram for a fiscal year, the Maritime Admin-
istrator shall announce the selection of
awards of eligible projects to receive grants
in accordance with this section.

‘“(2) ANNOUNCEMENT.—For projects selected
under subsection (i), the Maritime Adminis-
trator shall announce the selection of awards
of eligible projects not later than 150 days
after the date on which amounts are made
available to provide grants under the pro-
gram for a fiscal year, in accordance with
this section.

‘(1) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the cost of an eligible project carried out
using a grant provided under the program
shall not exceed 75 percent.

“‘(m) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On request of an eligible
applicant that submitted an application for a
project that is not selected to receive a grant
under the program, the Maritime Adminis-
trator shall provide to the eligible applicant
technical assistance and briefings relating to
the project.

‘“(2) TREATMENT.—Technical assistance
provided under this paragraph shall not be
considered a guarantee of future selection of
the applicable project under the program.

“‘(n) AUDITS AND EXAMINATIONS.—AIll grant-
ees under this section shall maintain such
records as the Maritime Administrator may
require and make such records available for
review and audit by the Maritime Adminis-
trator.

‘‘(0) PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS.—The Mari-
time Administrator, in consultation with the
Office of the Inspector General, shall issue
guidelines to establish appropriate account-
ing, reporting, and review procedures to en-
sure that—

‘(1) grant funds are used for the purposes
for which they were made available;

‘(2) grantees have properly accounted for
all expenditures of grant funds; and

‘“(3) grant funds not used for such purposes
and amounts not obligated or expended are
returned.”.

SEC. 35 . DESIGNATION OF CENTERS OF EX-
CELLENCE FOR DOMESTIC MARI-
TIME WORKFORCE TRAINING AND
EDUCATION.

Section 51706(c) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘or territory of the United
States’ after ‘“‘State’’; and

(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘Gulf of Mex-
ico” and inserting ‘‘Gulf of America’’;

(2) in paragraph (1)(B)—

(A) in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘or’’ at the
end;

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the
end; and

(C) by striking clause (v);

(3) by striking paragraph (2); and

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through

(6) as paragraphs (2) through (5b), respec-
tively.
SEC. 35 . CIVILIAN MARINER EDUCATION AND

DEVELOPMENT PAYMENTS.

(a) MARINER EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT
PAYMENTS.—Chapter 515 of title 46, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“§51512. Mariner education development pay-
ments

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—If a State maritime
academy has an agreement with the Sec-
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retary of Transportation under section 51505
of this title, the Secretary may make an
agreement with a student at the academy
who is a citizen of the United States to make
mariner education development payments to
the State Maritime Academy on behalf of
the individual.

“(b) PAYMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Payments under an
agreement under this section shall be—

““(A) based on the in-state annual cost of
in-state tuition, on-campus room and board,
fees, books, and uniforms at the State mari-
time academy the individual is attending;

‘(B) paid in amounts as determined by the
Secretary;

‘(C) paid in such installments as the Sec-
retary shall determine while the individual
is attending the academy; and

“(D) allocated among the State maritime
academies as prescribed by the Secretary.

‘“(2) AUTHORIZED USES.—The payments
shall be used for the cost of tuition, room
and board, fees, books, and uniforms at the
academy.

‘(c) AGREEMENT REQUIREMENTS.—AnN agree-
ment under this section—

‘(1) may provide for payments for the cost
of tuition, room and board, fees, books, and
uniforms for not more than 4 academic
years; and

¢“(2) shall require the individual to—

‘“(A) complete the course of instruction at
the academy the individual is attending
within 6 years of the date of enrollment;

‘(B) obtain a merchant mariner credential,
without limitation as to tonnage or horse-
power, from the Coast Guard as an officer in
the merchant marine of the United States,
accompanied by the appropriate national and
international endorsements and certification
required by the Coast Guard for service
aboard vessels on domestic and international
voyages, without limitation, within 3
months of completion of the course of in-
struction at the academy the individual is
attending;

“(C) for at least 6 years after graduation
from the academy, maintain—

‘(i) a valid merchant mariner credential,
unlimited as to horsepower or tonnage,
issued by the Coast Guard as an officer in
the merchant marine of the United States,
accompanied by the appropriate national and
international endorsements and certifi-
cations required by the Coast Guard for serv-
ice aboard vessels on domestic and inter-
national voyages, without limitation;

‘“(ii) a valid transportation worker identi-
fication credential; and

‘‘(iii) a Coast Guard medical certificate;

‘(D) apply for, and accept if tendered, a po-
sition commensurate with the obtained mer-
chant mariner credential, for a period of not
less than 1 year but not more than 5 years,
as determined by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation based on the amount of payments pro-
vided under this section, as—

‘(i) a civil service mariner aboard a vessel
owned and operated by the Military Sealift
Command, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, United States Coast
Guard, United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers, or other Federal agency;

‘(i) a merchant marine officer aboard a
Federal vessel owned by the Military Sealift
Command or the Maritime Administration,
if the Secretary determines that employ-
ment under clause (i) is not available to the
individual;

‘‘(iii) a merchant marine officer on a vessel
owned and operated by the United States
Federal Government or by a State govern-
ment of the United States if the Secretary
determines that employment under clauses
(i) and (ii) is not available to the individual;

‘‘(iv) a merchant marine officer on a U.S.-
documented commercial oceangoing vessel if
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the Secretary determines that employment
under clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) is not avail-
able to the individual;

‘“(v) a merchant marine officer on a U.S.-
documented commercial vessel that is not an
oceangoing vessel if the Secretary deter-
mines that employment under clauses (i)
through (iv) is not available to the indi-
vidual;

‘(vi) an employee in a United States mari-
time-related industry, profession, or marine
science (as determined by the Secretary), if
the Secretary determines that service under
clauses (i) through (v) is not available to the
individual; or

‘‘(vil) a merchant marine officer on a for-
eign-documented commercial oceangoing
vessel that employs mariners through a U.S.-
based labor union, if the Secretary deter-
mines that employment under clauses (i)
through (vi) is not available to the indi-
vidual or in the best interests of the United
States; and

‘“(BE) report to the State maritime academy
of graduation, or to the Secretary if di-
rected, on compliance with subparagraphs
(A) through (D) of this subsection.

“(d) FAILURE TO COMPLETE AGREEMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS.—If the individual is unable or
unwilling to meet the agreement require-
ments under subsection (c), the Secretary of
Transportation may recover from the indi-
vidual the amount paid under the commit-
ment agreement, plus interest and attorney
fees. The Secretary may reduce the amount
to be recovered based on factors the Sec-
retary determines merit a reduction.

‘‘(e) ACTIONS TO RECOVER CoST.—To aid in
the recovery of the amount paid by the Gov-
ernment under a commitment agreement
under this section, the Secretary of Trans-
portation may—

‘(1) request the Attorney General to bring
a civil action against the individual; and

‘(2) make use of the Federal debt collec-
tion procedures in chapter 176 of title 28 or
other applicable administrative remedies.

¢“(f) MODIFICATION OR WAIVER.—The Sec-
retary may waive any of the terms and con-
ditions set forth in subsection (c) or modify
such terms and conditions through the impo-
sition of alternative service requirements.

‘(g) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADDITIONAL PAY-
MENTS.—An individual who receives a pay-
ment pursuant to this section shall not be el-
igible for payments under section 51708 of
this title until the individual has fulfilled
the obligated years of service under sub-
section (c)(2)(D) of this section.

““(h) FUNDING AVAILABILITY.—Not to exceed
10 percent of the amounts appropriated for
any fiscal year for payments authorized
under this section may be transferred or re-
programmed and made available for the pur-
pose of making payments authorized under
sections 51509, 51513, and 51708, as determined
by the Secretary.”.

SEC. 35 . MARITIME SERVICE EMPLOYMENT
REIMBURSEMENT.

Chapter 517 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“§51708. Maritime service employment reim-
bursement

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation may make an agreement with a
maritime center of excellence to make pay-
ments to the maritime center of excellence
for the cost of reimbursing an individual for
costs incurred to obtain, renew, or upgrade a
merchant mariner credential or other cre-
dentials required for working ashore in the
maritime industry.

‘“‘(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—ToO receive as-
sistance under this section, an individual
must be a United States citizen.

‘“(c) COVERED CosTs.—Costs that are eligi-
ble for reimbursement under this section are

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

costs incurred directly by an eligible indi-
vidual to obtain, renew, or upgrade a mer-
chant mariner credential or credentials re-
quired for working ashore in the maritime
industry, including—

‘(1) training tuition and fees;

‘“(2) credentialing fees;

‘“(3) medical screening and examination
fees; and

‘“(4) other fees as determined by the Sec-
retary.

‘“(d) PAYMENTS.—Subject to subsection (e),
the Secretary of Transportation may provide
payments to a maritime center of excellence
for—

‘(1) reimbursements provided by the mari-
time center of excellence to an eligible indi-
vidual for covered costs incurred by the indi-
vidual at the maritime center of excellence;

‘“(2) the costs of canceling or waiving pay-
ments on loans issued by the maritime cen-
ter of excellence to an eligible individual, in-
cluding interest on the loan of up to 5 per-
cent per annum; or

‘“(3) other payments as determined by the
Secretary.

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZED USES.—Payments under
subsection (d) may be used for covered costs
incurred by an eligible individual who—

‘(1) incurred the covered costs at the mari-
time center of excellence; and

‘(2) has completed—

‘“(A) 150 sea service days on a U.S.-flag ves-
sel of greater than 10,0000 gross register tons
within 2 years of completing the course of in-
struction; or

‘(B) 1 year of shoreside employment at a
maritime facility that directly supports the
construction, repair, or maintenance of U.S.
vessels, as determined by the Secretary.

‘“(f) PROHIBITED USES.—Funds provided to a
maritime center of excellence pursuant to
this section may not be used to reimburse an
eligible individual—

‘(1) if the individual has already received
reimbursements for the covered costs from
an entity other than the maritime center of
excellence;

‘“(2) if an entity other than the maritime
center of excellence has paid for covered
costs or provided training at no cost to the
individual;

‘“(3) if the individual incurs covered costs
associated with a degree program at a State
maritime academy as defined in section 51501
of this title;

‘“(4) if the individual is a participant in a
program under sections 51509, 51512, or 51513
of this title; or

‘() for any expenses that exceed $10,000
per calendar year.

‘‘(g) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A maritime center of ex-
cellence may retain not more than 3 percent
of the annual funding provided by the Sec-
retary to the maritime center of excellence
under this section for administrative ex-
penses incurred in providing reimbursements
or payments under this section.

“(2) ADMINISTRATIVE AND  OVERSIGHT
cosTs.—The Secretary may retain not more
than 2 percent of the amounts appropriated
for each fiscal year to make payments under
this section for the administrative and over-
sight costs incurred by the Secretary in im-
plementing this section.

“(h) FUNDING AVAILABILITY.—Not to exceed
10 percent of the amounts appropriated for
any fiscal year for payments authorized
under this section may be transferred or re-
programmed and made available for the pur-
pose of making payments authorized under
sections 51509, 51512, and 51513, as determined
by the Secretary.

‘(1) MARITIME CENTER OF EXCELLENCE DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘maritime
center of excellence’ means—
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‘(1) an American Maritime Center of Ex-
cellence, as designated under section 51501 of
this title; or

‘“(2) a Center of Excellence for Domestic
Maritime Workforce Training and Edu-
cation, as designated under section 51706 of
this title.”.
SEC. 35 . STUDENT INCENTIVE PAYMENT
AGREEMENTS.

Section 51509 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and
inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Payments under an
agreement under this section shall be—

“‘(A) paid in amounts as determined by the
Secretary, but shall not exceed 50 percent of
the average total of the in-state cost of at-
tendance charged by all State maritime
academies for a four-year merchant marine
officer preparation program;

‘(B) paid in such installments as the Sec-
retary shall determine while the individual
is attending the academy; and

‘(C) allocated among the State maritime
academies as prescribed by the Secretary.’’;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2); and

(C) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘uniforms, tuition, books, and sub-
sistence” and inserting ‘‘the cost of attend-
ance at the Academy’’;

(2) in subsection (e)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(ii) by striking
¢$8,000” and inserting ‘10 percent of the
agreed upon amount’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)@ii) by striking
¢“$16,000” and inserting ‘25 percent of the
agreed upon amount’’; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing:

“(j) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADDITIONAL PAY-
MENTS.—A student who receives a payment
pursuant to this section shall not be eligible
for payments under section 51708 of this title
until the student has fulfilled the obligated 3
years of service under subsection (d)(5).

‘‘(k) FUNDING AVAILABILITY.—Not to exceed
10 percent of the amounts appropriated for
any fiscal year for payments authorized
under this section may be transferred or re-
programmed and made available for the pur-
pose of making payments authorized under
sections 51512, 51513, and 51708, as determined
by the Secretary.

(1) COST OF ATTENDANCE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘cost of attendance’ means
tuition, room and board costs, fees, books,
and uniforms.”’.

SEC. 35 . STATE MARITIME ACADEMY REIM-

BURSEMENT FOR TRAINING SHIP
CADET TUITION AND FEES.

Chapter 515 of title 46, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“§51513. State maritime academy reimburse-
ment for training ship cadet tuition and
fees
‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—If a State maritime

academy has an agreement with the Sec-

retary of Transportation under section 51505

of this title, the Secretary may make an

agreement with a student at the academy
who is a citizen of the United States to make
payments to the State maritime academy on
behalf of the individual for the cost of the
tuition and fees charged by the State mari-

time academy for the student to sail on a

training cruise on a training ship owned by

the Maritime Administration.

““(b) PAYMENTS.—Payments under this sec-
tion shall be as prescribed by the Secretary
but shall not exceed the cost charged by the
State maritime academy for the student to
obtain the minimum number of sea days
needed on board a training ship owned by the
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Maritime Administration to obtain a mer-
chant mariner credential, without limitation
as to tonnage or horsepower, from the Coast
Guard as an officer in the merchant marine
of the United States, accompanied by the ap-
propriate national and international en-
dorsements and certifications required by
the Coast Guard for service aboard vessels on
domestic and international voyages, without
limitation.

‘(c) AGREEMENT REQUIREMENTS.—AnN agree-
ment under this section shall require the
student to—

‘(1) complete the course of instruction at
the academy the individual is attending
within 6 years of enrollment;

‘(2) obtain a merchant mariner credential,
without limitation as to tonnage or horse-
power, from the Coast Guard as an officer in
the merchant marine of the United States,
accompanied by the appropriate national and
international endorsements and certification
required by the Coast Guard for service
aboard vessels on domestic and international
voyages, without limitation, within 3
months of completion of the course of in-
struction at the academy the individual is
attending;

““(3) for at least 6 years after graduation
from the academy, maintain—

““(A) a valid merchant mariner credential,
unlimited as to horsepower or tonnage,
issued by the Coast Guard as an officer in
the merchant marine of the United States,
accompanied by the appropriate national and
international endorsements and certifi-
cations required by the Coast Guard for serv-
ice aboard vessels on domestic and inter-
national voyages, without limitation;

‘“(B) a valid transportation worker identi-
fication credential; and

“(C) a Coast Guard medical certificate;

‘“(4) apply for, and accept, if tendered a po-
sition commensurate with the obtained mer-
chant mariner credential for 3 years after
graduation from the academy or, if the indi-
vidual has a student incentive program
agreement under section 51509 one year in
addition to the obligation required under
section 51509(d)(5)—

‘“‘(A) as a merchant marine officer on a ves-
sel operated by the United States Govern-
ment or by a State;

‘“(B) as a merchant marine officer on a
United States documented vessel;

‘“(C) as an employee in a United States
maritime-related industry, profession, or
marine science, as determined by the Sec-
retary;

“(D) as a commissioned officer on active
duty in an armed force of the United States,
as a commissioned officer in the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; or

“(E) by a combination of service alter-
natives referred to in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) of this subsection; and

““(5) report to the State maritime academy
of graduation, or to the Secretary if di-
rected, on compliance with paragraphs (1)
through (4) of this subsection.

“(d) STATE MARITIME ACADEMY REPORT-
ING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State maritime acad-
emy that received payments on behalf of an
individual under this section must provide
the Maritime Administrator with informa-
tion that demonstrates that compliance with
subsection (c¢)(4) by that individual.

‘(2) REPORT.—If a State maritime academy
is unable to obtain information that dem-
onstrates compliance with subsection (c)(4),
the State maritime academy shall report to
the Maritime Administrator that the indi-
vidual is not in compliance with subsection
(©)(4).

‘“(3) FREQUENCY.—The frequency of the
State maritime academy reporting period
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under paragraph (2) shall not exceed 365
days.

‘“(4) LIMITATION.—A State maritime acad-
emy may retain not more than 3 percent of
the annual funding provided by the Sec-
retary under this section for administrative
expenses incurred in complying with this
subsection.

““(e) FAILURE TO COMPLETE AGREEMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS.—If the individual is unable or
unwilling to meet the agreement require-
ments under subsection (c), the Secretary of
Transportation may recover from the indi-
vidual the amount of payments in subsection
(b), plus interest and attorney fees. The Sec-
retary may reduce the amount to be recov-
ered to reflect partial performance of obliga-
tions and other factors the Secretary deter-
mines merit a reduction.

“(f) ACTIONS TO RECOVER COST.—To aid in
the recovery of funds provided by the Gov-
ernment under a commitment agreement
under this section, the Secretary of Trans-
portation may—

‘(1) request the Attorney General to bring
a civil action against the individual; and

‘“(2) make use of the Federal debt collec-
tion procedures in chapter 176 of title 28 or
other applicable administrative remedies.

‘“(g) MODIFICATION OR WAIVER.—The Sec-
retary may waive any of the terms and con-
ditions set forth in subsection (c) or modify
such terms and conditions through the impo-
sition of alternative service requirements.

“(h) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADDITIONAL PAY-
MENTS.—An individual who receives a pay-
ment pursuant to this section shall not be el-
igible for payments under section 51708 of
this title until the individual has fulfilled
the obligated three years of service under
subsection (c)(4).

‘(i) FUNDING AVAILABILITY.—Not to exceed
10 percent of the amounts appropriated for
any fiscal year for payments authorized
under this section may be transferred or re-
programmed and made available for the pur-
pose of making payments authorized under
sections 51509, 51512, and 51708, as determined
by the Secretary.”.

SEC. 35 . MODIFICATION OF CARGO PREF-
ERENCE THREE-YEAR ELIGIBILITY
RULE.

Section 553056(b) of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘“‘after January
1, 2030,”.

SEC. 35 . CARGO PREFERENCE ENFORCE-
MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 55305 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘“MINIMUM TONNAGE.—When
the United States Government’” and insert-
ing “REQUIREMENT TO USE U.S.-FLAG VES-
SELS.—When a United States department or
agency’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘the appropriate agencies
shall take steps necessary’ and all that fol-
lows through the end of the subsection and
inserting ‘‘the department or agency must
ensure that all equipment, materials, or
commodities that may be transported on
ocean vessels, except when required for the
timely transportation of cargoes under the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151
et seq.), is transported on privately-owned
commercial vessels of the United States.”’;

(2) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

“(d) WAIVERS.—

‘(1) The requirements under this section
may be waived as provided for in this sub-
section.

‘(2) The President, the Secretary of War,
or the Secretary of State may waive this sec-
tion temporarily by—

‘“(A) declaring the existence of an emer-
gency justifying a waiver; and

‘(B) notifying the appropriate agencies of
the waiver; or
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““(3) Upon the request of a U.S. Government
department or agency filed at least 10 days
prior to transportation of equipment, mate-
rials, and commodities subject to this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Transportation may
waive the requirements in subsection (a), for
all or part of the transportation, if the Sec-
retary determines there are no privately-
owned commercial vessels of the United
States—

‘“(A) responsive to the solicitation by ves-
sel type;

‘(B) available at fair and reasonable rates
for commercial vessels of the United States;
or

‘(C) otherwise available.

‘‘(4) For waiver requests filed pursuant to
paragraph (3), the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall not be obligated to issue a waiv-
er sooner than 10 days prior to transpor-
tation.

‘(6) The Secretary of Transportation shall
notify the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate of—

““(A) any waiver request made pursuant to
paragraph (3) not later than 72 hours after
receiving such a request; and

‘(B) the issuance of any such waiver not
later than 72 hours after issuing the waiver.

‘(6) Waivers issued pursuant to paragraph
(3) shall be published on the Department of
Transportation website within 5 business
days.

“(7) The Secretary of Transportation, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, is
authorized to promulgate regulations defin-
ing ‘‘fair and reasonable rates for commer-
cial vessels of the United States as cost
based’ for purposes of the determinations es-
tablished in paragraph (3). The goal of such
regulations shall be to provide clarity and
reduce procedural friction in the waiver
process by establishing an objective standard
based on vessel cost, to the maximum extent
possible, in relevant and accessible market
and cost data.”’;

(3) in subsection (e)—

(A) in the subsection heading by striking
“PROGRAMS OF OTHER AGENCIES’ and insert-
ing ‘“DEPARTMENT AND AGENCY REQUIRE-
MENTS”’;

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) Each Federal Government department
or agency that transports equipment, com-
modities, or materials shall—

“‘(A) include provisions in each Federal so-
licitation, application, agreement, or pro-
curement contract requiring each contract
applicant or offeror to acknowledge that
ocean transportation contracted under the
agreement or procurement contract must
comply with this section and related regula-
tions issued by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation;

‘“(B) submit to the Secretary agreements,
procurements, or other contracts at least 45
days before ocean carriage, along with cor-
responding plans for complying with this
section that describe—

‘(i) all cargoes, both known and antici-
pated, with specificity;

‘“(ii) the proposed ports of loading and dis-
charge and expected dates of ocean carriage;

‘‘(iii) all parties involved in the ocean
transportation of the cargoes, including bro-
kers and freight forwarders; and

‘“(iv) any other relevant information re-
quired by the Secretary of Transportation;

‘“(C) provide the Maritime Administration
with the Automated Commercial Environ-
ment Internal Transaction Number that cor-
responds with each ocean bill of lading num-
ber for each ocean shipment of cargo under
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contract, including those transported on for-
eign-flag vessels—

‘(i) within 20 working days after the date
of loading for shipments originating in the
United States;

‘‘(ii) within 30 working days after the date
of loading for shipments originating outside
of the United States; or

¢“(iii) in instances for which an Automated
Commercial Environment Internal Trans-
action Number is not available, a legible,
complete copy of a rated on-board ocean bill
of lading in English, within times specified
in clauses (i) or (ii);

‘(D) exercise contractual rights and rem-
edies against contractors who fail to comply
with contractual provisions requiring the
use of U.S.-flag vessels, as determined by the
Secretary of Transportation, including by—

‘(i) equitably adjusting the contract price
downward by an amount equal to the dif-
ference in the cost of a foreign-flag vessel
used in violation of the contract and the es-
timated cost of using a U.S.-flag vessel to
carry the same cargo;

‘“(ii) determining that a contractor is ineli-
gible for an award of such a contract; or

‘‘(iii) terminating such a contract or sus-
pension or debarment of the contractor for
such a contract; and

‘“‘(E) retain records collected pursuant to
this section for 5 years after each shipment
is completed.”’; and

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B);

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and
(D) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respec-
tively;

(iii) by inserting before subparagraph (E),
as so redesignated, the following:

‘““(A) has sole authority for determining
compliance by a department, agency, or indi-
vidual with this section;

‘(B) may provide guidance on whether a
department or agency is operating in compli-
ance with the requirements of this section;

‘(C) shall review every shipment and com-
pliance plan subject to the requirements of
this section;

‘(D) shall annually submit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
and Committee on Armed Forces of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate a report on department and
agency compliance with this section, includ-
ing submission of compliance plans;”’; and

(iv) in subparagraph (F), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘may take other measures
as appropriate under’” and inserting ‘‘shall
notify agencies of violations so that other
measures may be taken as appropriate under
subsection (e)(1)(D) of this section or’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the
date that is 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 35 UNITED STATES VESSEL PREF-
ERENCE REQUIREMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part D of subtitle V of
title 46, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after subchapter IIT the following
new subchapter:

“SUBCHAPTER IV—UNITED STATES
VESSEL PREFERENCE
Definitions.
Establishment of the United States
vessel preference requirement.
Maritime special security agreement
framework.
*“55354. Enforcement and compliance.
“§ 55351. Definitions

“In this subchapter:

‘(1) ALLIED COUNTRY.—The term ‘allied
country’ means a country or group of coun-
tries designated by the Secretary of Defense,
in consultation with the Secretary of Trans-

*556361.
55352.

55353.
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portation and the Secretary of State, as an
ally of the United States for purposes of this
subchapter.

‘(2) BENEFICIAL CARGO OWNER.—The term
‘beneficial cargo owner’ means an entity
that retains the power to influence the rout-
ing of the cargo or owns the merchandise
being transported at the time of shipment.

“(3) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term
‘country of concern’ means a country identi-
fied pursuant to section 4651(7) of title 15,
United States Code.

‘“(4) COVERED CARGO.—The term ‘covered
cargo’ means inbound containerized cargo
and roll-on/roll-off vehicles imported into
the United States in the foreign commerce of
the United States that are subject to entry,
manifest reporting, or other customs docu-
mentation requirements under title 19,
United States Code, as further specified by
the Commission by regulation. The term
does not include exports, bulk cargo,
breakbulk cargo, or cargo excluded by regu-
lation consistent with this subchapter.

“(5) INDUSTRIAL  READINESS  CERTIFI-
CATION.—The term ‘industrial readiness cer-
tification’ means a certification made by the
Maritime Administrator after evaluating
shipyard capacity, mariner availability, and
commercial feasibility for purposes of phased
implementation. ”(6) Maritime Special Secu-
rity Agreement; M-SSA.—The term ‘Mari-
time Special Security Agreement’ or ‘M-
SSA’ means an agreement established under
section 55353.

‘(6) QUALIFYING UNITED STATES VESSEL.—
The term ‘qualifying United States vessel’
means a vessel documented under chapter 121
of title 46 and meeting requirements under
section 55352 and not a U.S. warship, auxil-
iary vessel, or under time or bare-boat char-
ter by the United States.

‘(7T) TRADE LANE.—The term ‘trade lane’
means a geographic shipping corridor des-
ignated by the Secretary of Transportation.

‘“(8) COMPLIANCE YEAR.—The term ‘compli-
ance year’ means a calendar year for which
participation targets apply under section
556352, as determined under section 55354(j).

‘“(9) COVERED MOVEMENT.—The term ‘cov-
ered movement’ means the transportation by
water of covered cargo to the United States
within a designated trade lane subject to
participation targets under section 55352, as
determined by the Commission under section
556354 using existing customs and shipping
documentation.

‘“(10) COVERED SHIPPER.—The term ‘covered
shipper’ means, with respect to a covered
movement, the beneficial cargo owner, im-
porter of record to which entity-level par-
ticipation targets apply under section
5563562(a)(2), or provider of third-party logis-
tics services for cargo shipments, as deter-
mined by the Commission under section 55354
using existing customs and shipping docu-
mentation. The term does not include an
ocean common carrier or an ocean transpor-
tation intermediary solely by virtue of pro-
viding ocean transportation or arranging
ocean transportation.

“(11) AFFILIATED COVERED SHIPPER GROUP.—
The term ‘affiliated covered shipper group’
means 2 or more covered shippers that are
treated as a single compliance unit because
they are under common control, are alter
egos, are successors, or act in concert with
respect to routing, contracting, or payment
for ocean transportation of covered cargo, as
determined under section 55354.

‘“(12) CONTROL.—The term ‘control’ means,
with respect to an entity, direct or indirect
possession of the power to direct or cause the
direction of management and policies of such
entity (whether through ownership of voting
securities, by contract, or otherwise), and
shall be presumed where an entity directly
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or indirectly owns 50 percent or more of the
equity or voting interests.

¢‘(13) UNIQUE ENTITY IDENTIFIER.—The term
‘unique entity identifier’ means an Employer
Identification Number (EIN) or such other
persistent identifier as the Commission shall
specify by regulation for foreign persons, in-
cluding an identifier used in customs entry,
manifest, or service contract documentation.

‘“(14) ULTIMATE PARENT ENTITY.—The term
‘ultimate parent entity’ means the highest-
level entity that controls a covered shipper,
and that is not controlled by another entity.

¢“(15) COMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’
means the Federal Maritime Commaission.

‘‘(16) OCEAN COMMON CARRIER.—The term
‘ocean common carrier’ has the meaning
given that term at section 40102(18) of this
title.

“(17) OCEAN  TRANSPORTATION  INTER-
MEDIARY.—The term ‘ocean transportation
intermediary’ has the meaning given that
term at section 40102(20) of this title.

‘‘(18) SERVICE CONTRACT.—The term ‘serv-
ice contract’ means service contracts as set
forth at section 40102(21) of this title.

‘(19) CIVIL PENALTY.—A ‘civil penalty’ is a
civil penalty under sections 41107 and 41109 of
this title.

“§ 55352. Establishment of the United States
vessel preference requirement

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish a United States ves-
sel cargo participation requirement applica-
ble to the carriage of covered cargo within
designated trade lanes.

‘(2) APPLICATION.—Participation targets
established under this section shall apply as
entity-level participation requirements to
each beneficial cargo owner or importer of
record operating within a designated trade
lane and shall be aggregated across the af-
filiated covered shipper group (if any) of

such entity, as determined under section
55354.
‘“(3) PARTICIPATION TARGETS.—Participa-

tion targets—

“(A) may be established on a trade-lane-
specific and commodity-specific basis, in-
cluding the inclusion or exclusion of par-
ticular commodity categories, provided that
aggregate participation meets or exceeds the
minimum phase-based floors established
under subsection (b); and

‘(B) shall be implemented on a trade-lane-
specific and, where appropriate, commodity-
specific basis and shall be designed to expand
participation of qualifying United States
vessels in a commercially feasible, capacity-
aware, and phased manner.

‘(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to establish a
uniform nationwide cargo quota or to re-
quire identical participation targets across
all trade lanes or commodity categories.

“(b) PHASED IMPLEMENTATION.—Participa-
tion targets established under this section
shall be implemented through sequential
phases designed to expand United States-flag
participation in a commercially feasible and
capacity-aware manner, as provided for in
this section.

‘(1) PHASE I—INITIAL MARKET ENTRY.—

‘““(A) Not later than 180 days following en-
actment of this section, the Secretary shall
establish an initial participation target of
not less than 3 percent of covered cargo over-
all on an annual basis within designated
trade lanes be carried on qualifying United
States vessels, unless a lower percentage is
certified as necessary due to vessel or mar-
iner availability.

‘(B) Participation targets established dur-
ing this phase shall—

‘(i) be in effect for a period of no less than
four years upon the first day of establish-
ment;
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‘‘(ii) Be used to incentivize and facilitate
re-flagging, new service entry, and contract
restructuring to emphasize voluntary transi-
tion into the U.S.—flag fleet.

‘‘(iii) be treated as a pilot period for pur-
poses of evaluating commercial feasibility,
workforce impacts, and industrial readiness;
and

‘“(iv) be prioritized along trade lanes, as de-
scribed in subsection (c), where qualifying
United States vessels are already operating
or can be deployed with minimal disruption
to existing logistics structures.

‘(2) PHASE II—CAPACITY EXPANSION.—For
the four years following Phase I, the Sec-
retary shall—

““(A) increase participation targets incre-
mentally based on fleet availability, work-
force capacity, and industrial readiness as
determined annually by the Maritime Ad-
ministrator; and

‘“(B) increase participation targets by not
less than 1.5 percent annually unless the
Maritime Administrator makes a determina-
tion that the United States fleet or mariner
workforce cannot sustain a growth rate at
that level; and

‘“(C) establish participation targets that
prioritize the use of vessels built in the
United States over foreign-built vessels that
have reflagged into the U.S. fleet.

“(3) PHASE II—ADAPTIVE SCALING.—Fol-
lowing Phase II—

‘“(A) the Secretary—

‘(i) shall review participation targets not
less than every three years; and ”(ii) may es-
tablish revised participation targets reflect-
ing demonstrated fleet growth, shipyard out-
put, and mariner supply.

“(B) participation targets—

‘(i) may require that a percentage of cov-
ered cargo be carried only on vessels built in
the United States; and

‘(i) may be trade-lane specific but vary by
commodity classification; and

‘(C) participation target growth shall be—

‘(i) not less than 2 percent overall on an
annual basis; and

‘‘(ii) 1 percent for United States built ships
unless a determination is made by the Ad-
ministrator that the United States fleet or
mariner workforce cannot sustain a growth
rate at that level.

“(4) ANNUAL REVIEW AND CERTIFICATION.—
Not less than once each year, the Maritime
Administrator shall make a determination
as to whether vessel capacity, mariner avail-
ability, and commercial feasibility support
continuation or adjustment of participation
targets.

‘““(A) The Maritime Administration shall
provide to Congress annually a report on the
targets for the succeeding fiscal year show-
ing the growth in reflagged United States
flag ships, growth in United States built
ships, and the status of the overall United
States flag fleet in international trade.

‘“(B) The Secretary may temporarily pause
or modify scheduled increases upon certifi-
cation of material capacity constraints.

‘“(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to estab-
lish a uniform nationwide cargo quota or to
require identical targets across trade lanes
or commodity categories.

‘‘(c) PRIORITIZATION OF TRADE LANES AND
COMMODITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In selecting trade lanes
and commodity groupings for phased imple-
mentation under this section, the Secretary
of Transportation, in concurrence with the
Secretary of State, and in consultation with
the Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of
Commerce, United States Trade Representa-
tive, Chairperson of the Federal Maritime
Commission, and Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, shall give priority to trade lanes and
commodities that have a direct bearing on
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national security, supply chain resilience, or
United States economic competitiveness.

‘(2) PRIORITY CONSIDERATIONS.—Priority
considerations may include critical min-
erals, energy systems, defense-related cargo,
strategic manufacturing inputs, and other
sectors determined to be essential to na-
tional preparedness or long-term industrial
capacity.

‘“(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to require
uniform application across all trade lanes or
to limit the Secretary’s discretion to con-
sider commercial feasibility, vessel avail-
ability, or workforce capacity.

“(d) COMMERCIAL FEASIBILITY.—Trade lane
targets under this section must be operation-
ally achievable within existing commercial
shipping practices and account for vessel
availability, mariner supply, and contrac-
tual logistics structures.

‘““(e) UNITED STATES CONTENT.—For pur-
poses of this subchapter, United States con-
tent shall be measured, at the vessel level, as
a percentage of the total cost of construc-
tion, conversion, repair, and refurbishment
of the vessel that is attributable to labor
performed in the United States and mate-
rials produced in the United States, con-
sistent with the standards articulated in
chapter 83 of title 41, United States Code.
The Secretary shall prescribe by regulation
methods of calculation, eligible costs, and
documentation standards for certification
and audit.

“(f) EQUIVALENCY AUTHORITY.—The Mari-
time Administrator may grant equivalencies
on a per country basis where domestic indus-
trial capacity is insufficient.

¢‘(g) SPECIAL RULE FOR CONTAINERIZED COM-
MODITY CLASSIFICATION.—

‘(1) CLASSIFICATION.—For purposes of com-
modity-specific preference targets, contain-
erized cargo shall be classified based on Cus-
toms and Border Protection-recognized ship-
ment programs rather than the individual
contents of a container.

¢(2) COMMODITY CATEGORIES DEFINED.—The
Secretary may define commodity categories
using—

““(A) Harmonized Tariff Schedule chapter
ranges or groupings recognized by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection;

‘“(B) beneficial cargo owner program dec-
larations or certified logistics programs; or

‘“(C) service contract filings or vessel serv-
ice designations maintained under applicable
Federal Maritime Commission or customs
reporting requirements.

““(3) MEASURING COMPLIANCE.—Compliance
shall be measured using existing customs
documentation, including bills of lading,
manifest filings, or service contract identi-
fiers, and shall not require inspection or
valuation of individual goods within con-
tainers. \

‘(4) MIXED MERCHANDISE.—Where con-
tainers include mixed merchandise described
as general cargo, the Secretary may treat
such containers as part of a designated com-
modity program if tendered under a quali-
fying contract, Harmonized Tariff Schedule
grouping, or certified cargo program.

“(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to require
item level auditing of container contents be-
yond existing customs reporting require-
ments; nor shall it be construed to limit, re-
strict, or alter the authority of the U.S.
Coast Guard or U.S. Customs and Border
Protection to inspect containers and cargo
for safety, security, or law enforcement pur-
poses.

¢‘(6) RELIANCE ON EXISTING SYSTEMS.—Com-
modity classifications and compliance deter-
minations under this subsection shall rely
exclusively on customs declarations, service
contract filings, or other reporting systems
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already required under Federal law, and
shall not create a separate cargo classifica-
tion regime.

“(h) REQUIREMENT TO PROTECT AND SHARE
INFORMATION.—The Secretary and the Chair-
man of the Federal Maritime Commission
shall execute an agreement to establish a
formal framework for the exchange of infor-
mation necessary to implement this section
that protects the privacy and confidentiality
rights of private parties.

‘(1) NATIONAL SECURITY CONDITION FOR
QUALIFICATION.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—A vessel shall not be
treated as a qualifying United States vessel
for purposes of this subchapter if the vessel
is owned, chartered, managed, or operated by
or on behalf of an entity subject to foreign
ownership, control, or influence, unless such
entity is operating pursuant to an approved
Maritime Special Security Agreement under
section 55353.

‘(2) NO AUTOMATIC REQUIREMENT FOR DO-
MESTIC ENTITIES.—Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to require a Maritime
Special Security Agreement for an entity
that the Maritime Administrator determines
is not subject to foreign ownership, control,
or influence.

¢“(3) COUNTRY OF CONCERN PROHIBITION.—NoO
vessel controlled by a citizen of a country of
concern may qualify under this subchapter if
such citizen holds, directly or indirectly, a
controlling interest or other disqualifying
influence in the entity owning, chartering,
managing, or operating the vessel, as deter-
mined under regulations issued pursuant to
section 55353.

““(j) QUALIFYING UNITED STATES VESSEL RE-
QUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A vessel is a qualifying
United States vessel for purposes of this sub-
chapter only if the vessel is documented
under chapter 121 of this title and meets the
requirements of this subsection, subsection
(k), and section 55353 (as applicable).

*“(2) REPAIRED OR REFURBISHED VESSELS.—A
U.S.-documented vessel that is repaired or
refurbished may be treated as meeting the
United States content thresholds under para-
graph (3) if the Secretary determines that
the cost of such repairs or refurbishments in-
cludes sufficient United States content
under subsection (g), and if the vessel was
originally built in an allied country.

¢“(3) UNITED STATES CONTENT THRESHOLDS.—
A qualifying United States vessel shall meet
the following minimum United States con-
tent thresholds:

““(A) For calendar years 2027 through 2030,
an allied-built vessel may qualify if the ves-
sel is inspected, certificated, and docu-
mented consistent with section 53102(e) of
this title and related Coast Guard guidance
(including Navigation and Vessel Inspection
Circular No. 01-13, and any successor guid-
ance) and is operated by an entity in compli-
ance with section 55353.

‘“(B) For calendar years 2031 through 2034,
at least 20 percent United States content.

‘(C) For calendar years 2035 through 2038,
at least 30 percent United States content.

‘(D) For calendar years 2039 through 2042,
at least 40 percent United States content.

‘“(E) Beginning in calendar year 2042, at
least 51 percent United States content.

‘“(4) QUALIFICATION EXTENSION.—Beginning
in calendar year 2031, a vessel that first
qualifies under this subchapter shall con-
tinue to be a qualifying United States vessel
for not more than 20 years after the date the
vessel is first documented under chapter 121
of this title, provided the vessel maintains at
least 20 percent United States content
throughout that period.

“(6) ALTERNATE COMPLIANCE PROGRAM RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Requirements unique to the
Alternate Compliance Program shall not
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apply to an allied-built vessel described in
paragraph (3)(A) unless the Coast Guard de-
termines such requirements are strictly nec-
essary for safety or security; however,
United States-unique requirements con-
tained in the Alternate Compliance Program
U.S. Supplement are otherwise waived for el-
igible vessels.

“(6) COASTWISE TRADE.—Nothing in this
subchapter shall be construed to alter or su-
persede the requirements of chapter 551 of
this title (the coastwise trade laws). Quali-
fying United States vessels under this sub-
chapter are intended for foreign commerce
under United States registry and are not
granted coastwise trading privileges by this
subchapter.

¢(7) EXPANSION TO MEET NATIONAL SECURITY
NEEDS.—The President may expand the types
of cargo subject to this subchapter if the
President determines such expansion is nec-
essary to meet the national security needs of
the United States, provided that any cargo
so added is afforded the same phased imple-
mentation and United States content re-
quirements for qualifying vessels specified in
this section.

‘“(k) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to—

(1) impose a uniform nationwide cargo
quota or to require preference targets to
apply across all trade lanes or cargo cat-
egories

‘(2) waive or modify vessel documentation,
inspection, certification, safety, security, or
vessel-to-facility interface requirements ad-
ministered by the Coast Guard or the De-
partment of Labor;

‘(3) deem any person or entity a citizen of
the United States for purposes of this title,
including chapter 121, except for the limited
deeming described in subsection (j); or

‘“(4) limit any other national security re-
view authority of the United States.

“§ 55353. Maritime special security agreement
framework

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this sub-
chapter, the Secretary of Transportation in
consultation with the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of Homeland Security (in-
cluding the Commandant of the Coast
Guard), shall establish by regulation a Mari-
time Special Security Agreement framework
(in this section referred to as an ‘M-SSA’),
modeled on foreign-ownership, control, or in-
fluence mitigation agreements used in na-
tional-security sectors, to permit allied and
other foreign capital investment while en-
suring United States operational control and
protection of security-sensitive information.

‘“(b) PURPOSE; PARTIES; COVERED ENTI-
TIES.—

‘(1 PURPOSE.—An M-SSA is a written
agreement intended to mitigate foreign own-
ership, control, or influence and to ensure
that management and operational control
over qualifying United States vessel oper-
ations under this subchapter remain vested
in United States citizens, consistent with na-
tional security requirements.

‘(2) PARTIES.—An M-SSA shall be executed
between the Maritime Administrator and a
vessel owner, vessel operator, or other entity
that seeks to own, charter, manage, or oper-
ate a qualifying United States vessel under
this subchapter (in this section referred to as
a ‘covered entity’).

‘(3) SCOPE OF APPLICATION.—An M-SSA
shall apply only to the covered entity and
the qualifying United States vessels and re-
lated operations identified in the agreement.

“(c) ELIGIBILITY; PROHIBITED CAPITAL.—
The Maritime Administrator may approve an
M-SSA only if—

‘(1) the covered entity certifies that no
citizen from a country of concern holds, di-
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rectly or indirectly, a controlling interest or
other disqualifying influence, as determined
under regulations issued pursuant to sub-
section (j);

‘(2) the covered entity agrees to comply
with the governance, operational-control, in-
formation-security, reporting, and audit re-
quirements of this section; and

‘“(3) the Maritime Administrator has con-
sulted with the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of Homeland Security regarding
any national security conditions that should
be incorporated into the M-SSA.

‘‘(d) CORE REQUIREMENTS.—A covered enti-
ty operating under an M-SSA shall—

‘(1) maintain a principal executive respon-
sible for qualifying United States vessel op-
erations who is a citizen of the United
States;

‘“(2) ensure that qualifying United States
vessel operations under this subchapter re-
main subject to governance and operational-
control arrangements vested in citizens of
the United States, as specified in the M-SSA;

‘“(3) establish a security committee or
comparable governance mechanism com-
posed solely of citizens of the United States
to oversee security-sensitive decisions iden-
tified in the M-SSA;

‘“(4) implement information firewalls re-
stricting foreign access to sensitive oper-
ational, logistics, and defense-related data,
consistent with subsection (f); and

‘“(5) designate one or more compliance offi-
cers responsible for administration of the
MSSA who are citizens of the United States
and eligible for any security clearances de-
termined appropriate by the Secretary of De-
fense for purposes of the M-SSA.

‘“(e) SECURITY COMMITTEE OR EQUIVALENT
GOVERNANCE MECHANISM.—

‘(1) CoMPOSITION.—The security committee
or equivalent governance mechanism re-
quired under subsection (d)(3) shall consist
solely of citizens of the United States.

‘“(2) AUTHORITIES.—The security committee
or equivalent governance mechanism shall
exercise such approval, oversight, or veto au-
thorities over security-sensitive decisions as
are specified by regulation and in the appli-
cable M-SSA, including with respect to—

‘“(A) access to and dissemination of secu-
rity-sensitive operational, cargo, routing, or
defense-related information;

‘(B) changes in key personnel positions
identified in the M-SSA;

“(C) changes in ownership, governance, fi-
nancing, chartering, or other arrangements
that could increase foreign ownership, con-
trol, or influence; and

‘(D) such other matters as the Maritime
Administrator determines necessary to miti-
gate national security risk, in consultation
with the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

‘“(3) GOVERNANCE INSTRUMENTS.—The cov-
ered entity shall adopt bylaws, delegations
of authority, internal controls, and other
governance instruments sufficient to give ef-
fect to the authorities required under this
subsection.

“(fy INFORMATION
KEEPING.—

‘(1) FIREWALL.—Each covered entity oper-
ating under an M-SSA shall maintain poli-
cies, technical controls, and procedures that
prevent unauthorized foreign access to secu-
rity-sensitive operational and defense-re-
lated information, including through remote
access or third-party service providers.

“(2) RECORDS.—The covered entity shall
maintain such books, records, and technical
logs as the Maritime Administrator deter-
mines necessary to verify compliance, in-
cluding records sufficient to support audits
under subsection (h).

“‘(g) NOTICE OF CHANGE; PRIOR APPROVAL.—
A covered entity operating under an M-SSA
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shall provide advance notice to the Maritime
Administrator of any material change in
ownership, governance, debt covenants, char-
tering arrangements, or other relationships
that could reasonably increase foreign own-
ership, control, or influence, and shall obtain
approval or amended M-SSA terms prior to
implementing such change, as provided by
regulation.

““(h) OVERSIGHT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator, in coordination with the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, shall approve, audit, and monitor
covered entities operating under an M-SSA
at least annually.

‘“(2) COAST GUARD AND DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR COORDINATION.—In conducting over-
sight under paragraph (1), the Maritime Ad-
ministrator shall coordinate with the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard on matters im-
plicating vessel documentation, inspection,
certification, safety, security, crewing, or
credentialing requirements administered by
the Coast Guard and the Department of
Labor on matters implicating safety require-
ments administered by the Department of
Labor.

‘(i) BREACH OF TERMS; REMEDIES.—

‘(1) SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION.—Breach of
M-SSA terms, or material misrepresentation
in an application for or performance under
an M-SSA, shall be grounds for suspension or
revocation of—

“‘(A) M-SSA approval; and

‘“(B) the eligibility of any vessel operated
by the covered entity to qualify under sec-
tion 55352.

‘“(2) INTERIM MEASURES.—Pending a final
determination, the Maritime Administrator
may impose interim mitigation measures,
including enhanced reporting, restricted in-
formation access, or temporary management
controls.

““(j) DEEMING PROVISION; LIMITED SCOPE.—
For the limited purpose of administering
this subchapter and any Federal cargo-pref-
erence program that expressly incorporates
this deeming provision, an entity operating
under an approved M-SSA shall be deemed
United States-controlled regardless of cap-
ital origin, provided such capital is not from
a country of concern. Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to confer coast-
wise trading privileges or to alter any re-
quirement under chapter 551 of this title or
any other law governing coastwise trade.

(k) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of
Transportation shall promulgate regulations
to carry out this section, including—

‘(1) definitions of ‘control’, ‘disqualifying
influence’, and ”“security-sensitive decisions

‘(2) minimum required authorities and
procedures for the security committee or
equivalent governance mechanism required
under subsection (e);

‘(3) audit standards, reporting require-
ments, and confidentiality protections for
sensitive security information; and

‘‘(4) procedures for expedited review where
necessary to support timely implementation
of section 55352(1)(3)(A).

‘(1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to—

‘(1) waive or modify vessel documentation,
inspection, certification, safety, or security
requirements administered by the Coast
Guard or the Department of Labor;

‘“(2) deem any person or entity a citizen of
the United States for purposes of this title,
including chapter 121, except for the limited
deeming described in subsection (j); or

‘(3) limit any other national security re-
view authority of the United States.

“§ 55354. Enforcement and compliance

‘(a) ADMINISTRATION BY FEDERAL MARITIME
COMMISSION.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Maritime
Commission shall administer and enforce
this subchapter, including participation tar-
gets and any penalties for non-participation
established under this subchapter.

‘“(2) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this sub-
chapter, the Commission shall prescribe im-
plementing regulations pursuant to section
46105. Such regulations and final orders
under this section shall be treated as issued
pursuant to section 46105 for purposes of
chapter 158 of title 28.

‘(3) PRESERVATION OF VESSEL QUALIFICA-
TION DETERMINATIONS.—The Secretary of
Transportation, in consultation with the U.S
Trade Representative and Secretary of Com-
merce, shall retain authority to determine
whether a vessel is a qualifying United
States vessel (including any determinations
involving a Maritime Special Security
Agreement or similar mitigation arrange-
ment). The Commission shall accept such de-
terminations as conclusive for purposes of
this subchapter. Such determinations shall
be made in accordance with sections 55351,
55352, and 55353.

*“(b) SHIPPER-LEVEL COMPLIANCE DUTY.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—Each covered shipper,
and each affiliated covered shipper group,
shall ensure that its covered movements sat-
isfy the applicable participation targets
under this subchapter for each compliance
year, as determined by the Commission. The
Commission may determine, by regulation
or order, to exempt low volume shippers
from the requirements of this section if the
Commission finds that such exemption will
not result in a substantial impact on partici-
pation targets.

¢“(2) NO LIABILITY FOR QUALIFYING U.S. VES-
SEL MOVEMENTS.—A covered movement
transported on a qualifying United States
vessel shall be treated as compliant and shall
not give rise to a non-participation assess-
ment.

‘(3) MEASUREMENT AND AGGREGATION.—
Compliance shall be measured using existing
customs documentation systems and shall be
aggregated across each affiliated covered
shipper group.

‘“(c) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION; DISCLOSURE.—

‘(1) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than a date
set by regulation (not later than 120 days
after the close of each compliance year),
each covered shipper shall file with the Com-
mission an annual certification, in such form
as the Commission shall prescribe, includ-
ing—

“(A) the unique entity identifier of the
covered shipper;

““(B) the identity and unique entity identi-
fier of the ultimate parent entity;

“(C) a list of affiliated entities sufficient
to identify the affiliated covered shipper
group;

‘(D) an attestation by a responsible cor-
porate officer, under penalty of perjury, re-
garding completeness and accuracy; and

‘“(E) such shipment-level or aggregated
data elements as are necessary to verify
compliance using existing customs and ship-
ping documentation.

‘(2) UPDATES.—The Commission may re-
quire prompt updates upon changes in ulti-
mate parent entity or control.

‘“(3) CONFIDENTIALITY.—Information sub-
mitted under this subsection shall be pro-
tected as commercial or financial informa-
tion to the extent permitted by law. The
Commission may publish only aggregated,
non-confidential compliance statistics.

‘“(d) VERIFICATION; INTERAGENCY COORDINA-
TION.—

‘(1) CUSTOMS INTEGRATION.—The Commis-
sion shall verify compliance using existing
customs documentation, including vessel
manifest and cargo declaration information
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and entry data, without creating a new cargo
classification regime.

‘“(2) COORDINATION.—Not later than 180
days after enactment, the Commission shall
enter into memoranda of understanding, as
appropriate, with U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, the Department of Transpor-
tation, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Department of the Treasury to
support data access, verification, and collec-
tion.

‘“(3) AUDIT; RECORDS.—The Commission
may audit covered shippers and affiliated
covered shipper groups for purposes of this
section and may require retention and pro-
duction of records sufficient to substantiate
certifications.

‘‘(e) PENALTIES FOR NON-PARTICIPATION.—

‘(1) IMPOSITION.—If the Commission deter-
mines, after notice and opportunity for hear-
ing, that a covered shipper or affiliated cov-
ered shipper group failed to satisfy applica-
ble participation targets for a compliance
year, the Commission shall impose civil pen-
alties equal to not less than 10 percent of the
value of the shipper or shipper group’s in-
coming cargo to the United States in the pe-
riod of non-compliance.

““(2) NO CREDIT FOR NON-COMPLIANCE.—Pay-
ment of an assessment under this subsection
shall not satisfy, offset, or reduce any par-
ticipation target applicable in a subsequent
compliance year.

‘“(3) NATURE OF ASSESSMENT.—AnN assess-
ment under this subsection is a civil mone-
tary assessment and is in addition to any
other civil penalty, customs duty, tax, fee,
or remedy available under this subchapter or
any other provision of law.

‘(4) EXCLUSION OF COMPLIANT MOVE-
MENTS.—Covered movements transported on
qualifying United States vessels shall not be
included in calculating an assessment under
this subsection.

‘“(5) DELINQUENCY; RELEASE OF CARGO.—
After a final order finding repeated delin-
quency or evasion, the Commission may re-
quire, as a condition of release of additional
covered cargo of the covered shipper or affili-
ated covered shipper group, the posting of
payment security in a form acceptable to the
Commission and the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, including a surety bond, letter of credit,
or cash deposit.

‘“(6) ESCALATION.—The Commission may
impose additional penalties for repeated non-
participation, evasion, or delinquency, in-
cluding increased civil monetary penalties,
shortened cure periods, and payment-secu-
rity requirements under subsection (g).

‘(7Y REGULATIONS.—The Commission shall
prescribe regulations governing calculation,
notice, collection, and mitigation of assess-
ments under this subsection, but may not re-
duce the statutory minimum percentages es-
tablished in paragraph (1).

“(fy WAIVER OF ADJUSTMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation may recommend
waivers or reductions of assessments where
compliance will materially disrupt critical
supply chains during an ongoing national
emergency as declared by the President.

“(g) CIvIL PENALTIES; FALSE STATE-
MENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A person that violates
this subchapter or a regulation or order of
the Commission under this subchapter, in-
cluding failure to file a certification, filing
of a materially false certification, conceal-
ment of covered movements, willful mis-
representation, or evasion, is liable to the
United States Government for a civil penalty
not to exceed— ”(A) $100,000 for each viola-
tion; and

‘“(B) $250,000 for each violation that is will-
fully and knowingly committed.

¢‘(2) CONTINUING VIOLATIONS.—Each day of a
continuing violation after written notice
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from the Commission shall constitute a sepa-
rate violation.

‘“(3) SEPARATE OFFENSES.—Each false mate-
rial statement, each material omission, each
failure to certify, each concealed covered
movement, each use of a successor or affil-
iate to evade this subchapter, and each fail-
ure to comply with a payment-security re-
quirement may constitute a separate viola-
tion.

‘“(4) PROCEDURES.—The Commission shall
provide notice and opportunity for hearing
prior to issuance of a final order assessing a
penalty or assessment. The Commission may
seek injunctive relief under section 41307 of
this title in connection with an investigation
of alleged violations of this subchapter or a
regulation or order of the Commission.

¢“(b) CUSTOMS PENALTIES PRESERVED.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed to
limit the authority of United States Cus-
toms and Border Protection to take action
under title 19 against any person that makes
or causes to be made a materially false
statement, act, or omission in customs-re-
lated documentation to evade or defeat this
subchapter, including under section 1592 of
title 19.

‘(6) SEIZURE AND FORFEITURE.—Covered
cargo introduced into the commerce of the
United States through a material false state-
ment, act, or omission to evade or defeat
this subchapter is subject to seizure and for-
feiture under applicable customs laws.

“(h) ANTI-EVASION; ATTRIBUTION; SUC-
CESSOR AND ALTER-EGO; PAYMENT SECU-
RITY.—

‘(1) AGGREGATION ACROSS AFFILIATES.—The
Commission shall attribute covered move-
ments and aggregate compliance across af-
filiated covered shipper groups, including
common-control affiliates and persons act-
ing in concert in routing, contracting, or
payment.

‘(2) ATTRIBUTION RULES.—The Commission
shall by regulation prescribe rules to at-
tribute covered movements using existing
customs and shipping documentation, in-
cluding service contract, bill of lading, and
manifest/entry data elements, to the covered
shipper and affiliated covered shipper group
most directly benefiting from, directing, or
controlling such movements.

“(3) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTIONS.—The
Commission shall establish rebuttable pre-
sumptions that—

““(A) movements are attributable to the en-
tity identified as the account party/cargo
owner in customs and shipping documenta-
tion;

“(B) movements of a newly formed or thin-
ly capitalized entity with substantially com-
mon ownership, management, address, or lo-
gistics operations with a covered shipper are
attributable to the affiliated covered shipper
group;

“(C) a person that materially reorganizes
after notice of investigation acts to evade
unless proven otherwise by clear and con-
vincing evidence; and

‘(D) a covered movement routed through
an intermediate foreign port or third coun-
try shall not be excluded from a designated
trade lane solely by virtue of such inter-
mediate routing, and may be attributed and
treated as occurring within the designated
trade lane based on the shipment’s under-
lying origin, consignee, and account-party
information in existing customs and ship-
ping documentation, as specified by regula-
tion.

‘“(4) SUCCESSOR; ALTER-EGO.—The Commis-
sion may treat a person as a successor or
alter ego of another person for purposes of li-
ability for assessments, penalties, and pay-
ment security where there is substantial
continuity of ownership, management, oper-
ations, assets, or purpose, or where the
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transaction or formation had a principal pur-
pose of evasion. Liability may be joint and
several within an affiliated covered shipper
group.

“(b) PAYMENT SECURITY FOR REPEAT EVA-
SION OR DELINQUENCY.—After a final order
finding repeated evasion or delinquency, the
Commission may require a covered shipper
or affiliated covered shipper group to post
and maintain reasonable payment security
(including surety bond, letter of credit, or
cash deposit) to secure future assessments
and penalties for a period not to exceed 2
years, renewable upon a new finding after
notice and opportunity for hearing. This
paragraph shall not be construed to establish
a general licensing regime.

¢(6) NO AVOIDANCE BY RESTRUCTURING.—The
Commission may disregard any corporate
form, transfer, conversion, assignment, spin-
off, merger, dissolution, reincorporation,
change in importer of record, change in bene-
ficial cargo owner designation, change in
service contract party, or other restruc-
turing the principal purpose or material ef-
fect of which is to avoid compliance with, at-
tribution under, or liability arising under
this subchapter.

“(7) JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY OF CON-
TROLLING PERSONS.—Where the Commission
finds that a predecessor, successor, affiliate,
beneficial owner, ultimate parent entity, or
controlling person participated in, directed,
benefited from, or knowingly facilitated con-
duct described in paragraph (6), the Commis-
sion may impose joint and several liability
on such person for assessments, penalties, in-
terest, and payment-security obligations
under this subchapter.

¢“(8) CONTROL AT LESS THAN MAJORITY OWN-
ERSHIP.—For purposes of this subsection, the
Commission may find control notwith-
standing section 55351(13) at any ownership
level, or through contractual, financial,
operational, family, agency, or other rela-
tionships, where the facts demonstrate the
power to direct routing, contracting, pay-
ment, or corporate conduct relating to cov-
ered movements.

(1) LIMITED CARRIER LIABILITY; COOPERA-
TION.—

‘(1) NO CARRIER COMPLIANCE DUTY.—An
ocean common carrier or ocean transpor-
tation intermediary, including a non-vessel-
operating common carrier, shall not be re-
sponsible for a covered shipper’s participa-
tion targets or assessments solely by trans-
porting or arranging the transportation of
covered cargo.

‘(2) RECORDKEEPING AND PRODUCTION.—
Ocean common carriers and ocean transpor-
tation intermediaries shall, as specified by
regulation, retain and produce records rea-
sonably necessary to support verification;
failure to maintain or produce records, or
knowing submission of false records, may be
penalized under subsection (f).

““(j) TRANSITION; EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) INITIAL COMPLIANCE YEAR.—The first
compliance year shall begin on the first Jan-
uary 1 that occurs not less than 1 year after
the date the Commission issues final regula-
tions under subsection (a)(2), unless other-
wise specified by statute.

‘“(2) SAFE HARBOR.—For the first compli-
ance year only, the Commission shall pro-
vide a good-faith safe harbor for covered
shippers that timely file complete certifi-
cations and enter into commercially reason-
able arrangements to meet targets, as de-
fined by regulation.”.

(b) INTERAGENCY STEERING BODY.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of
Treasury, Secretary of State, Secretary of
Defense, Secretary of Commerce, Secretary
of Labor, United States Trade Representa-
tive, and Chairman of the Federal Maritime
Commission, conduct periodic reviews to
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evaluate fleet growth, workforce capacity,
industrial impacts, and compliance effective-
ness.

(c) DOMESTIC REPAIR UTILIZATION.—

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(A) The United States ship repair sector
constitutes a distinct and strategically crit-
ical component of the maritime industrial
base and shall not be treated as merely an
extension of ship construction.

(B) Domestic repair capacity supports rou-
tine operational readiness of United States
naval forces, sustains commercial fleet
availability during peacetime operations,
and will be essential to maintaining mari-
time logistics and sealift capability during
periods of contingency, mobilization, pro-
longed contested logistics operations, or con-
tested operations.

(C) Strengthening the ship repair sector
represents the most immediate and scalable
means of restoring industrial depth because
it leverages the existing fleet and workforce
rather than future vessel construction pipe-
lines.

(2) DOMESTIC REPAIR UTILIZATION.—Chapter
531 of title 46, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new
section 53112:

“§53112. Domestic repair utilization

‘“(a) DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR
REQUIREMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than
3 years after enactment of this section,
Qualified United States Vessels subject to an
operating agreement under this chapter
must have a percentage of maintenance and
repair, as determined by cost, on the vessel
conducted in United States shipyards, sub-
ject to a determination by the Maritime Ad-
ministrator of sufficient shipyard capacity.

‘(2) MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR TARGETS.—
The Secretary of Transportation shall estab-
lish a target of not less than 10 percent of
total maintenance and repair expenditures
to be performed in United States shipyards,
increasing annually by not less than 5 per-
cent, unless the Maritime Administrator de-
termines that available yard capacity,
scheduling constraints, or operational readi-
ness considerations warrant adjustment.

‘“(3) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing
this section, the Secretary shall ensure
that—

‘“(A) requirements remain subject to
verified shipyard capacity, workforce avail-
ability, and operational schedules;

‘(B) enhanced domestic repair utilization
strengthens workforce continuity, preserves
critical maintenance skills, and improves
surge sustainment capability supporting na-
tional defense; and

‘(C) implementation relies on existing
contracting structures and avoids creation of
duplicative regulatory regimes.

‘“(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to interfere
with the normal flow of commerce or disrupt
commercially necessary maintenance cycles.

‘“(6) COST OFFSETS.—To offset commer-
cially reasonable cost differentials associ-
ated with increased domestic repair activity,
the Secretary may—

““(A) subject to the availability of appro-
priations, adjust stipend amounts paid under
vessel operating agreements; and

‘(B) with the concurrence of the Secretary
of Defense, allow surcharges to be placed on
certain contracts.

‘“(6) WAIVERS.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation may grant waivers or temporary devi-
ations if—

““(A) compliance is not commercially fea-
sible;

‘(B) compliance would materially disrupt
logistics operations; or ”“(C) domestic yard
capacity is unavailable.”.
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(d) MARITIME WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) MARITIME WORKFORCE NATIONAL CENTER
OF EXPERTISE.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in coordination with the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard and the Secre-
taries of Labor, Homeland Security, and De-
fense, shall establish a ‘‘Maritime Workforce
National Center of Expertise” (the ‘‘Cen-
ter’’). The Center shall serve as a national
repository of best practices and provide
training, technical assistance, and cur-
riculum development support to maritime
academies, trade schools, unions, and other
training providers.

(2) FUNCTIONS OF CENTER.—The Center shall
develop model curricula for mariner and
shipbuilding training, expand simulator
training capacity, support the development
and expansion of registered apprenticeship
programs (RAPS) in shipbuilding occupa-
tions and pre-apprenticeship programs that
lead to such RAPs, and disseminate proven
practices to universities, career and tech-
nical schools, and high schools nationwide.
The Center shall make recommendations to
the Secretaries of Transportation and Labor,
and through the Secretaries to Congress, on
expanding United States mariner training
programs and shipbuilding workforce devel-
opment.

(3) MARINER TRAINING FINANCE PLAN.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Labor and
the Secretary of Transportation shall jointly
develop plans to maximize the use of federal
workforce development and education funds,
including Pell, Workforce Pell, JobCorps,
WIOA Adult, WIOA Dislocated Worker, and
WIOA Youth, Apprenticeship, YouthBuild,
and Reentry Employment Opportunities.

(4) REVIEW OF CREDENTIALING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The Commandant of the Coast
Guard, in consultation with industry rep-
resentatives, labor unions, and maritime
training institutions, shall review merchant
mariner credentialing and training require-
ments and submit to Congress recommenda-
tions to streamline and accelerate training

approval and credential issuance, while
maintaining safety standards.

() INTERNATIONAL TRAINING PARTNER-
SHIPS.—The Secretary of State shall

prioritize shipbuilding and mariner training
in the Department of State’s educational and
cultural exchange programs, in order to
strengthen the TUnited States maritime
workforce and share best practices with al-
lied nations.

(6) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this
subsection, the Secretary shall consult with
maritime labor organizations, industry,
State maritime academies, and other train-
ing providers.

(7) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to alter the au-
thorities of the Coast Guard with respect to
credentialing, safety, or enforcement.

(e) GENERAL RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) NO EFFECT ON COASTWISE TRADE LAWS.—
Nothing in this section or the amendments
made by this section shall be construed to
alter, amend, waive, or supersede chapter 551
of title 46, United States Code, or any other
law governing coastwise trade.

(2) PRESERVATION OF OTHER AUTHORITIES.—
Nothing in this section or the amendments
made by this section shall be construed to
limit any authority otherwise available
under law to the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion, the Department of Transportation, the
Maritime Administration, the Coast Guard,
the Department of Homeland Security, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, or the Department of
Justice.

(3) NO PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—Nothing
in this section or the amendments made by
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this section shall be construed to create a
private right of action.

(4) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this
section, an amendment made by this section,
or the application of such provision or
amendment to any person or circumstance is
held to be invalid, the remainder of this sec-
tion, the amendments made by this section,
and the application of such provisions and
amendments to any other person or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby.
AMENDMENT NO. 315 OFFERED BY MR. BURLISON

OF MISSOURI

Add at the end of title XVII, the following

new subtitle:

Subtitle C—Unidentified Anomalous Phe-
nomena Records Collection At the National
Archives and Records Administration

SEC. 1741. UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHE-

NOMENA RECORDS COLLECTION AT
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Archivist shall commence establishment
of a collection of records in the National Ar-
chives to be known as the ‘‘Unidentified
Anomalous Phenomena Records Collection”.

(B) In carrying out subparagraph (A), the
Archivist shall ensure the physical integrity
and original provenance (or if indeterminate,
the earliest historical owner) of all records
in the Collection.

(C) The Collection shall consist of record
copies of all Government, Government-pro-
vided, or Government-funded records relat-
ing to unidentified anomalous phenomena,
technologies of unknown origin, and non-
human intelligence (or equivalent subjects
by any other name with the specific and sole
exclusion of temporarily non-attributed ob-
jects), which shall be transmitted to the Na-
tional Archives in accordance with section
2107 of title 44, United States Code.

(D) The Archivist shall prepare and publish
a subject guidebook and index to the Collec-
tion.

(2) CONTENTS.—The Collection shall include
the following:

(A) All unidentified anomalous phenomena
records, regardless of age or date of cre-
ation—

(i) that have been transmitted to the Na-
tional Archives or disclosed to the public in
an unredacted form prior to the date of the
enactment of this Act;

(ii) that are required to be transmitted to
the National Archives; and

(iii) that the disclosure of which is post-
poned under this subtitle.

(B) A central directory comprised of iden-
tification aids created for each record trans-
mitted to the Archivist under section 1742.

(C) All Review Board records as required
by this subtitle.

(b) DISCLOSURE OF RECORDS.—AIll unidenti-
fied anomalous phenomena records trans-
mitted to the National Archives for disclo-
sure to the public shall—

(1) be included in the Collection; and

(2) be available to the public—

(A) for inspection and copying at the Na-
tional Archives within 30 days after their
transmission to the National Archives; and

(B) digitally via the National Archives on-
line database within a reasonable amount of
time not to exceed 180 days thereafter.

(c) SECURITY OF RECORDS.—The National
Security Program Office at the National Ar-
chives, in consultation with the National Ar-
chives Information Security Oversight Of-
fice, shall establish a program to ensure the
security of the postponed unidentified anom-
alous phenomena records in the protected,
and yet-to-be disclosed or classified portion
of the Collection.
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SEC. 1742. REVIEW, IDENTIFICATION, TRANS-
MISSION TO THE NATIONAL AR-
CHIVES, AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE
OF UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHE-
NOMENA RECORDS BY GOVERN-
MENT OFFICES.

(a) IDENTIFICATION, ORGANIZATION,
PREPARATION FOR TRANSMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
each head of a Government office shall—

(A) identify and organize records in the
possession of the Government office or under
the control of the Government office relat-
ing to unidentified anomalous phenomena;
and

(B) prepare such records for transmission
to the Archivist for inclusion in the Collec-
tion.

(2) PROHIBITIONS.—(A) No unidentified
anomalous phenomena record shall be de-
stroyed, altered, or mutilated in any way.

(B) No unidentified anomalous phenomena
record made available or disclosed to the
public prior to the date of enactment of this
Act may be withheld, redacted, postponed for
public disclosure, or reclassified.

(C) No unidentified anomalous phenomena
record created by a person or entity outside
the Federal Government (excluding names or
identities consistent with the requirements
of section 1743) shall be withheld, redacted,
postponed for public disclosure, or reclassi-
fied.

(b) CUSTODY OF UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS
PHENOMENA RECORDS PENDING REVIEW.—Dur-
ing the review by the heads of Government
offices under subsection (¢) and pending re-
view activity by the Review Board, each
head of a Government office shall retain cus-
tody of the unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records of the office for purposes of
preservation, security, and efficiency, un-
less—

(1) the Review Board requires the physical
transfer of the records for purposes of con-
ducting an independent and impartial re-
view;

(2) transfer is necessary for an administra-
tive hearing or other Review Board function;
or

(3) it is a third agency record described in
subsection (c¢)(2)(C).

(¢c) REVIEW BY HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OF-
FICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 300 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, each
head of a Government office shall review,
identify, and organize each unidentified
anomalous phenomena record in the custody
or possession of the office for—

(A) disclosure to the public;

(B) review by the Review Board; and

(C) transmission to the Archivist.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the head of a Government office
shall—

(A) determine which of the records of the
office are unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records;

(B) determine which of the unidentified
anomalous phenomena records of the office
have been officially disclosed or made pub-
licly available in a complete and unredacted
form;

(C)(i) determine which of the unidentified
anomalous phenomena records of the office,
or particular information contained in such
a record, was created by a third agency or by
another Government office; and

(ii) transmit to a third agency or other
Government office those records, or par-
ticular information contained in those
records, or complete and accurate copies
thereof;

(D)(i) determine whether the unidentified
anomalous phenomena records of the office
or particular information in unidentified
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anomalous phenomena records of the office
are covered by the standards for postpone-
ment of public disclosure under this subtitle
and

(ii) specify on the identification aid re-
quired by subsection (d) the applicable post-
ponement provision contained in section
1743;

(E) organize and make available to the Re-
view Board all unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records identified under subpara-
graph (D) the public disclosure of, which in-
whole or in-part, may be postponed under
this subtitle;

(F) organize and make available to the Re-
view Board any record concerning which the
office has any uncertainty as to whether the
record is an unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena record governed by this subtitle;

(G) give precedence of work to—

(i) the identification, review, and trans-
mission of unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records not already publicly avail-
able or disclosed as of the date of enactment
of this Act;

(ii) the identification, review, and trans-
mission of all records that most unambig-
uously and definitively pertain to unidenti-
fied anomalous phenomena, technologies of
unknown origin, and non-human intel-
ligence;

(iii) the identification, review, and trans-
mission of unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records that on the date of enact-
ment of this Act are the subject of litigation
under section 552 of title 5, United States
Code; and

(iv) the identification, review, and trans-
mission of unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records with earliest provenance
when not inconsistent with clauses (i)
through (iii) and otherwise feasible; and

(H) make available to the Review Board
any additional information and records that
the Review Board has reason to believe the
Review Board requires for conducting a re-
view under this subtitle.

(3) PRIORITY OF EXPEDITED REVIEW FOR DI-
RECTORS OF CERTAIN ARCHIVAL DEPOSI-
TORIES.—The Director of each archival de-
pository established under section 2112 of
title 44, United States Code, shall have as a
priority the expedited review for public dis-
closure of wunidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records in the possession and cus-
tody of the depository, and shall make such
records available to the Review Board as re-
quired by this subtitle.

(d) IDENTIFICATION AIDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) Not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Archivist, in consultation with the heads of
such Government offices as the Archivist
considers appropriate, shall prepare and
make available to all Government offices a
standard form of identification, or finding
aid, for use with each unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena record subject to review
under this subtitle whether in hardcopy
(physical), softcopy (electronic), or digitized
data format as may be appropriate.

(B) The Archivist shall ensure that the
identification aid program is established in
such a manner as to result in the creation of
a uniform system for cataloging and finding
every unidentified anomalous phenomena
record subject to review under this subtitle
where ever and how ever stored in hardcopy
(physical), softcopy (electronic), or digitized
data format.

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR GOVERNMENT OF-
FICES.—Upon completion of an identification
aid using the standard form of identification
prepared and made available under subpara-
graph (A) of paragraph (1)) for the program
established pursuant to subparagraph (B) of
such paragraph, the head of a Government
office shall—
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(A) attach a printed copy to each physical
unidentified anomalous phenomena record,
and an electronic copy to each softcopy or
digitized data unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena record, the identification aid de-
scribes;

(B) transmit to the Review Board a printed
copy for each physical unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena record and an electronic
copy for each softcopy or digitized data un-
identified anomalous phenomena record the
identification aid describes; and

(C) attach a printed copy to each physical
unidentified anomalous phenomena record,
and an electronic copy to each softcopy or
digitized data unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena record the identification aid de-
scribes, when transmitted to the Archivist.

(3) RECORDS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
THAT ARE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE.—Unidentified
anomalous phenomena records which are in
the possession of the National Archives on
the date of enactment of this Act, and which
have been publicly available in their en-
tirety without redaction, shall be made
available in the Collection without any addi-
tional review by the Review Board or an-
other authorized office under this subtitle,
and shall not be required to have such an
identification aid unless required by the Ar-
chivist.

(e) TRANSMISSION TO THE NATIONAL AR-
CHIVES.—Each head of a Government office
shall—

(1) transmit to the Archivist, and make
immediately available to the public, all un-
identified anomalous phenomena records of
the Government office that can be publicly
disclosed, including those that are publicly
available on the date of enactment of this
Act, without any redaction, adjustment, or
withholding under the standards of this sub-
title; and

(2) transmit to the Archivist upon approval
for postponement by the Review Board or
upon completion of other action authorized
by this subtitle, all unidentified anomalous
phenomena records of the Government office
the public disclosure of which has been post-
poned, in whole or in part, under the stand-
ards of this subtitle, to become part of the
protected, yet-to-be disclosed, or classified
portion of the Collection.

(f) CusTODY OF POSTPONED UNIDENTIFIED
ANOMALOUS PHENOMENA RECORDS.—An un-
identified anomalous phenomena record the
public disclosure of which has been post-
poned shall, pending transmission to the Ar-
chivist, be held for reasons of security and
preservation by the originating body until
such time as the information security pro-
gram has been established at the National
Archives as required in section 1741(c).

(g) PERIODIC REVIEW OF POSTPONED UNIDEN-
TIFIED ANOMALOUS PHENOMENA RECORDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AII postponed or redacted
records shall be reviewed periodically by the
originating agency and the Archivist con-
sistent with the recommendations of the Re-
view Board in the Controlled Disclosure
Campaign Plan under section 1746(c)(3)(B).

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—(A) A periodic review
under paragraph (1) shall address the public
disclosure of additional unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena records in the Collection
under the standards of this subtitle.

(B) All postponed unidentified anomalous
phenomena records determined to require
continued postponement shall require an un-
classified written description of the reason
for such continued postponement relevant to
these specific records. Such description shall
be provided to the Archivist and published in
the Federal Register upon determination.

(C) The time and release requirements
specified in the Controlled Disclosure Cam-
paign Plan shall be revised or amended only
if the Review Board is still in session and
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concurs with the rationale for postponement,
subject to the limitations in section
1746(d)(1).

(D) The periodic review of postponed un-
identified anomalous phenomena records
shall serve to downgrade and declassify secu-
rity classified information.

(E) Each unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena record shall be publicly disclosed in
full, and available in the Collection, not
later than the date that is 25 years after the
date of the first creation of the record by the
originating body, unless the President cer-
tifies, as required by this subtitle, that—

(i) continued postponement is made nec-
essary by an identifiable harm to the mili-
tary defense, intelligence operations, law en-
forcement, or conduct of foreign relations;
and

(ii) the identifiable harm is of such gravity
that it outweighs the public interest in dis-
closure.

(h) REQUIREMENTS FOR EXECUTIVE AGEN-
CIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The heads of Executive
agencies shall—

(A) transmit digital records electronically
in accordance with section 2107 of title 44,
United States Code;

(B) charge fees for copying unidentified
anomalous phenomena records; and

(C) grant waivers of such fees pursuant to
the standards established by section 552(a)(4)
of title 5, United States Code.

(2) AMOUNT OF FEES.—The amount of a fee
charged by the head of an Executive agency
pursuant to paragraph (1)(B) for the copying
of an unidentified anomalous phenomena
record shall be such amount as the head de-
termines appropriate to cover the costs in-
curred by the Executive agency in making
and providing such copy, except that in no
case may the amount of the fee charged ex-
ceed the actual expenses incurred by the Ex-
ecutive agency in making and providing such
copy.

SEC. 1743. GROUNDS FOR POSTPONEMENT OF
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF UNIDENTI-
FIED ANOMALOUS PHENOMENA
RECORDS.

Disclosure of unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records or particular information in
unidentified anomalous phenomena records
to the public may be postponed subject to
the limitations of this subtitle if there is
clear and convincing evidence that—

(1) the threat to the military defense, in-
telligence operations, or conduct of foreign
relations of the United States posed by the
public disclosure of the unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena record is of such gravity
that it outweighs the public interest in dis-
closure, and such public disclosure would re-
veal—

(A) an intelligence agent whose identity
currently requires protection;

(B) an intelligence source or method which
is currently utilized, or reasonably expected
to be utilized, by the Federal Government
and which has not been officially disclosed,
the disclosure of which would interfere with
the conduct of intelligence activities; or

(C) any other matter currently relating to
the military defense, intelligence operations,
or conduct of foreign relations of the United
States, the disclosure of which would demon-
strably and substantially impair the na-
tional security of the United States;

(2) the public disclosure of the unidentified
anomalous phenomena record would reveal
the name or identity of a living person who
provided confidential information to the
Federal Government and would pose a sub-
stantial risk of harm to that person;

(3) the public disclosure of the unidentified
anomalous phenomena record could reason-
ably be expected to constitute an unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy, and that
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invasion of privacy is so substantial that it
outweighs the public interest; or

(4) the public disclosure of the unidentified
anomalous phenomena record would com-
promise the existence of an understanding of
confidentiality currently requiring protec-
tion between a Federal Government agent
and a cooperating individual or a foreign
government, and public disclosure would be
so harmful that it outweighs the public in-
terest.

SEC. 1744. ESTABLISHMENT AND POWERS OF THE
UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHE-
NOMENA RECORDS REVIEW BOARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
as an independent agency a board to be
known as the ‘“Unidentified Anomalous Phe-
nomena Records Review Board”.

(b) APPOINTMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
shall appoint, without regard to political af-
filiation, 9 citizens of the United States to
serve as members of the Review Board to en-
sure and facilitate the review, transmission
to the Archivist, and public disclosure of
government records relating to unidentified
anomalous phenomena.

(2) PERIOD FOR NOMINATIONS.—(A) The
President shall make nominations to the Re-
view Board not later than 90 calendar days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(B) If the Senate votes not to confirm a
nomination to the Review Board, the Presi-
dent shall make an additional nomination
not later than 30 days thereafter.

(3) CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS.—
(A) The President shall make nominations to
the Review Board after considering persons
recommended by the following:

(i) The majority leader of the Senate.

(ii) The minority leader of the Senate.

(iii) The Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(iv) The minority leader of the House of
Representatives.

(v) The Secretary of Defense.

(vi) The National Academy of Sciences.

(vii) Established nonprofit research organi-
zations relating to unidentified anomalous
phenomena.

(viii) The American Historical Association.

(ix) Such other persons and organizations
as the President considers appropriate.

(B) If an individual or organization de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) does not rec-
ommend at least 2 nominees meeting the
qualifications stated in paragraph (5) by the
date that is 45 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the President shall con-
sider for nomination the persons rec-
ommended by the other individuals and orga-
nizations described in such subparagraph.

(C) The President may request an indi-
vidual or organization described in subpara-
graph (A) to submit additional nominations.

(4) QUALIFICATIONS.—Persons nominated to
the Review Board—

(A) shall be impartial citizens, none of
whom shall have had any previous or current
involvement with any legacy program or
controlling authority relating to the collec-
tion, exploitation, or reverse engineering of
technologies of unknown origin or the exam-
ination of biological evidence of living or de-
ceased non-human intelligence;

(B) shall be distinguished persons of high
national professional reputation in their re-
spective fields who are capable of exercising
the independent and objective judgment nec-
essary to the fulfillment of their role in en-
suring and facilitating the review, trans-
mission to the public, and public disclosure
of records related to the government’s under-
standing of, and activities associated with
unidentified anomalous phenomena, tech-
nologies of unknown origin, and non-human
intelligence and who possess an appreciation
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of the value of such material to the public,
scholars, and government; and

(C) shall include at least—

(i) 1 current or former national security of-
ficial;

(ii) 1 current or former foreign service offi-
cial;

(iii) 1 scientist or engineer;

(iv) 1 economist;

(v) 1 professional historian; and

(vi) 1 sociologist.

(6) MANDATORY CONFLICTS OF INTEREST RE-
VIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall con-
duct a review of each individual nominated
and appointed to the position of member of
the Review Board to ensure the member does
not have any conflict of interest during the
term of the service of the member.

(B) REPORTS.—During the course of the re-
view under subparagraph (A), if the Director
becomes aware that the member being re-
viewed possesses a conflict of interest to the
mission of the Review Board, the Director
shall, not later than 30 days after the date on
which the Director became aware of the con-
flict of interest, submit to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform of the
House of Representatives a report on the
conflict of interest.

(¢) SECURITY CLEARANCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AIll Review Board nomi-
nees shall be granted the necessary security
clearances and accesses, including any and
all relevant Presidential, departmental, and
agency special access programs, in an accel-
erated manner subject to the standard proce-
dures for granting such clearances.

(2) QUALIFICATION FOR NOMINEES.—AIl
nominees for appointment to the Review
Board under subsection (b) shall qualify for
the necessary security clearances and ac-
cesses prior to being considered for con-
firmation by the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate.

(d) VACANCY.—A vacancy on the Review
Board shall be filled in the same manner as
specified for original appointment within 30
days of the occurrence of the vacancy.

(e) REMOVAL OF REVIEW BOARD MEMBER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—No0 member of the Review
Board shall be removed from office, other
than—

(A) by impeachment and conviction; or

(B) by the action of the President for inef-
ficiency, neglect of duty, malfeasance in of-
fice, physical disability, mental incapacity,
or any other condition that substantially
impairs the performance of the member’s du-
ties.

(2) NOTICE OF REMOVAL.—(A) If a member of
the Review Board is removed from office,
and that removal is by the President, not
later than 10 days after the removal, the
President shall submit to the leadership of
Congress, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate
and the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform of the House of Representa-
tives a report specifying the facts found and
the grounds for the removal.

(B) The President shall publish in the Fed-
eral Register a report submitted under sub-
paragraph (A), except that the President
may, if necessary to protect the rights of a
person named in the report or to prevent
undue interference with any pending pros-
ecution, postpone or refrain from publishing
any or all of the report until the completion
of such pending cases or pursuant to privacy
protection requirements in law.

(3) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—(A) A member of the
Review Board removed from office may ob-
tain judicial review of the removal in a civil
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action commenced in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia.

(B) The member may be reinstated or
granted other appropriate relief by order of
the court.

(f) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Review
Board, other than the Executive Director
under section 1745(c)(1), shall be com-
pensated at a rate equal to the daily equiva-
lent of the annual rate of basic pay pre-
scribed for level IV of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5315 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day (including travel
time) during which the member is engaged in
the performance of the duties of the Review
Board.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Review Board shall be allowed reasonable
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, at rates for employees of agen-
cies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title
5, United States Code, while away from the
member’s home or regular place of business
in the performance of services for the Review
Board.

(g) DUTIES OF THE REVIEW BOARD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Review Board shall
consider and render decisions on a deter-
mination by a Government office to seek to
postpone the disclosure of unidentified
anomalous phenomena records.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS AND RENDERING OF DECI-
SIONS.—In carrying out paragraph (1), the
Review Board shall consider and render deci-
sions—

(A) whether a record constitutes a uniden-
tified anomalous phenomena record; and

(B) whether a unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena record or particular information in a
record qualifies for postponement of disclo-
sure under this subtitle.

(h) POWERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Review Board shall
have the authority to act in a manner pre-
scribed under this subtitle, including author-
ity—

(A) to direct Government offices to com-
plete identification aids and organize un-
identified anomalous phenomena records;

(B) to direct Government offices to trans-
mit to the Archivist unidentified anomalous
phenomena records as required under this
subtitle, including segregable portions of un-
identified anomalous phenomena records and
substitutes and summaries of unidentified
anomalous phenomena records that can be
publicly disclosed to the fullest extent;

(C)(d) to obtain access to unidentified
anomalous phenomena records that have
been identified and organized by a Govern-
ment office;

(ii) to direct a Government office to make
available to the Review Board, and if nec-
essary investigate the facts surrounding, ad-
ditional information, records, or testimony
from individuals which the Review Board has
reason to believe are required to fulfill its
functions and responsibilities under this sub-
title; and

(iii) request the Attorney General to sub-
poena private persons to compel testimony,
records, and other information relevant to
its responsibilities under this subtitle;

(D) require any Government office to ac-
count in writing for the destruction of any
records relating to unidentified anomalous
phenomena, technologies of unknown origin,
or non-human intelligence;

(E) receive information from the public re-
garding the identification and public disclo-
sure of unidentified anomalous phenomena
records;

(F) hold hearings, administer oaths, and
subpoena witnesses and documents;

(G) use the Federal Acquisition Service in
the same manner and under the same condi-
tions as other Executive agencies; and
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(H) use the United States mails in the
same manner and under the same conditions
as other Executive agencies.

(2) ENFORCEMENT OF SUBPOENA.—A sub-
poena issued under paragraph (1)(C)(iii) may
be enforced by any appropriate Federal court
acting pursuant to a lawful request of the
Review Board.

(i) WITNESS IMMUNITY.—The Review Board
shall be considered to be an agency of the
United States for purposes of section 6001 of
title 18, United States Code. Witnesses, close
observers, and whistleblowers providing in-
formation directly to the Review Board shall
also be afforded the protections provided to
such persons specified under section 1673(b)
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (50
U.S.C. 3373b(b)).

(j) SUPPORT SERVICES.—The Administrator
of the General Services Administration shall
provide administrative services for the Re-
view Board on a reimbursable basis.

(k) INTERPRETIVE REGULATIONS.—The Re-
view Board may issue interpretive regula-
tions.

(1) TERMINATION AND WINDING DOWN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Review Board and the
terms of its members shall terminate on Sep-
tember 30, 2030.

(2) REPORTS.—Upon its termination, the
Review Board shall submit to the President
and Congress reports, including a complete
and accurate accounting of expenditures dur-
ing its existence and shall complete all other
reporting requirements under this subtitle.

(3) TRANSFER OF RECORDS.—Upon termi-
nation and winding down, the Review Board
shall transfer all of its records to the Archi-
vist for inclusion in the Collection, and no
record of the Review Board shall be de-
stroyed.
SEC. 1745. UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHE-
NOMENA RECORDS REVIEW BOARD
PERSONNEL.

(a) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—Not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
President shall appoint 1 citizen of the
United States, without regard to political af-
filiation, to the position of Executive Direc-
tor of the Review Board. This position
counts as 1 of the 9 Review Board members
under section 1744(b)(1).

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The person appointed
as Executive Director shall be a private cit-
izen of integrity and impartiality who—

(A) is a distinguished professional; and

(B) is not a present employee of the Fed-
eral Government; and

(C) has had no previous or current involve-
ment with any legacy program or controlling
authority relating to the collection, exploi-
tation, or reverse engineering of tech-
nologies of unknown origin or the examina-
tion of biological evidence of living or de-
ceased non-human intelligence.

(3) MANDATORY CONFLICTS OF INTEREST RE-
VIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall con-
duct a review of each individual appointed to
the position of Executive Director to ensure
the Executive Director does not have any
conflict of interest during the term of the
service of the Executive Director.

(B) REPORTS.—During the course of the re-
view under subparagraph (A), if the Director
becomes aware that the Executive Director
possesses a conflict of interest to the mission
of the Review Board, the Director shall, not
later than 30 days after the date on which
the Director became aware of the conflict of
interest, submit to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the conflict of inter-
est.
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(4) SECURITY CLEARANCES.—(A) A candidate
for Executive Director shall be granted all
the necessary security clearances and ac-
cesses, including to relevant Presidential
and department or agency special access and
compartmented access programs in an accel-
erated manner subject to the standard proce-
dures for granting such clearances.

(B) A candidate shall qualify for the nec-
essary security clearances and accesses prior
to being appointed by the President.

(6) FUNCTIONS.—The Executive Director
shall—

(A) serve as principal liaison to the Execu-
tive Office of the President and Congress;

(B) serve as Chairperson of the Review
Board;

(C) be responsible for the administration
and coordination of the Review Board’s re-
view of records;

(D) be responsible for the administration of
all official activities conducted by the Re-
view Board;

(E) exercise tie-breaking Review Board au-
thority to decide or determine whether any
record should be disclosed to the public or
postponed for disclosure; and

(F') retain right-of-appeal directly to the
President for decisions pertaining to execu-
tive branch unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records for which the Executive Di-
rector and Review Board members may dis-
agree.

(6) REMOVAL.—The Executive Director
shall not be removed for reasons other for
cause on the grounds of inefficiency, neglect
of duty, malfeasance in office, physical dis-
ability, mental incapacity, or any other con-
dition that substantially impairs the per-
formance of the responsibilities of the Exec-
utive Director or the staff of the Review
Board.

(b) STAFF.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Review Board, with-
out regard to the civil service laws, may ap-
point and terminate additional personnel as
are necessary to enable the Review Board
and its Executive Director to perform the
duties of the Review Board.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), a person appointed to the
staff of the Review Board shall be a citizen of
integrity and impartiality who has had no
previous or current involvement with any
legacy program or controlling authority re-
lating to the collection, exploitation, or re-
verse engineering of technologies of un-
known origin or the examination of biologi-
cal evidence of living or deceased non-human
intelligence.

(B) CONSULTATION WITH DIRECTOR OF THE
OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ETHICS.—In their con-
sideration of persons to be appointed as staff
of the Review Board under paragraph (1), the
Review Board shall consult with the Direc-
tor—

(i) to determine criteria for possible con-
flicts of interest of staff of the Review Board,
consistent with ethics laws, statutes, and
regulations for employees of the executive
branch of the Federal Government; and

(ii) ensure that no person selected for such
position of staff of the Review Board pos-
sesses a conflict of interests in accordance
with the criteria determined pursuant to
clause (i).

(3) SECURITY CLEARANCES.—(A) A candidate
for staff shall be granted the necessary secu-
rity clearances (including all necessary spe-
cial access program clearances) in an accel-
erated manner subject to the standard proce-
dures for granting such clearances.

(B)(i) The Review Board may offer condi-
tional employment to a candidate for a staff
position pending the completion of security
clearance background investigations. During
the pendency of such investigations, the Re-
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view Board shall ensure that any such em-
ployee does not have access to, or responsi-
bility involving, classified or otherwise re-
stricted unidentified anomalous phenomena
record materials.

(ii) If a person hired on a conditional basis
under clause (i) is denied or otherwise does
not qualify for all security clearances nec-
essary to carry out the responsibilities of the
position for which conditional employment
has been offered, the Review Board shall im-
mediately terminate the person’s employ-
ment.

(4) SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL DECLASSIFICA-
TION CENTER.—The Archivist shall assign one
representative in full-time equivalent status
from the National Declassification Center to
advise and support the Review Board disclo-
sure postponement review process in a non-
voting staff capacity.

(c) COMPENSATION.—Subject to such rules
as may be adopted by the Review Board,
without regard to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing appointments
in the competitive service and without re-
gard to the provisions of chapter 51 and sub-
chapter III of chapter 53 of that title relating
to classification and General Schedule pay
rates—

(1) the Executive Director shall be com-
pensated at a rate not to exceed the rate of
basic pay for level II of the Executive Sched-
ule and shall serve the entire tenure as one
full-time equivalent; and

(2) the Executive Director shall appoint
and fix compensation of such other personnel
as may be necessary to carry out this sub-
title.

(d) ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—

(1) AUTHORITY.—The Review Board may
create advisory committees to assist in ful-
filling the responsibilities of the Review
Board under this subtitle.

(2) FACA.—Any advisory committee cre-
ated by the Review Board shall be subject to
chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code.

(e) SECURITY CLEARANCE REQUIRED.—An in-
dividual employed in any position by the Re-
view Board (including an individual ap-
pointed as Executive Director) shall be re-
quired to qualify for any necessary security
clearance prior to taking office in that posi-
tion, but may be employed conditionally in
accordance with subsection (b)(3)(B) before
qualifying for that clearance.

SEC. 1746. REVIEW OF RECORDS BY THE UNIDEN-
TIFIED ANOMALOUS PHENOMENA
RECORDS REVIEW BOARD.

(a) CUSTODY OF RECORDS REVIEWED BY RE-
VIEW BOARD.—Pending the outcome of a re-
view of activity by the Review Board, a Gov-
ernment office shall retain custody of its un-
identified anomalous phenomena records for
purposes of preservation, security, and effi-
ciency, unless—

(1) the Review Board requires the physical
transfer of records for reasons of conducting
an independent and impartial review; or

(2) such transfer is necessary for an admin-
istrative hearing or other official Review
Board function.

(b) STARTUP REQUIREMENTS.—The Review
Board shall—

(1) not later than 90 days after the date of
its appointment, publish a schedule in the
Federal Register for review of all unidenti-
fied anomalous phenomena records;

(2) not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, begin its review of
unidentified anomalous phenomena records
under this subtitle; and

(3) periodically thereafter as warranted,
but not less frequently than semiannually,
publish a revised schedule in the Federal
Register addressing the review and inclusion
of any unidentified anomalous phenomena
records subsequently discovered.

(¢) DETERMINATIONS OF THE
BOARD.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Review Board shall
direct that all unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records be transmitted to the Archi-
vist and disclosed to the public in the Collec-
tion in the absence of clear and convincing
evidence that—

(A) a Government record is not an uniden-
tified anomalous phenomena record; or

(B) a Government record, or particular in-
formation within an unidentified anomalous
phenomena record, qualifies for postpone-
ment of public disclosure under this subtitle.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In approving postpone-
ment of public disclosure of a unidentified
anomalous phenomena record, the Review
Board shall seek to—

(A) provide for the disclosure of segregable
parts, substitutes, or summaries of such a
record; and

(B) determine, in consultation with the
originating body and consistent with the
standards for postponement under this sub-
title, which of the following alternative
forms of disclosure shall be made by the
originating body:

(i) Any reasonably segregable particular
information in a unidentified anomalous
phenomena record.

(ii) A substitute record for that informa-
tion which is postponed.

(iii) A summary of a unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena record.

(3) CONTROLLED DISCLOSURE CAMPAIGN
PLAN.—With respect to unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena records, particular informa-
tion in unidentified anomalous phenomena
records, recovered technologies of unknown
origin, and biological evidence for non-
human intelligence the public disclosure of
which is postponed pursuant to section 1743,
or for which only substitutions or summaries
have been disclosed to the public, the Review
Board shall create and transmit to the Presi-
dent, the Archivist, the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate, and the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform of the House of Rep-
resentatives a Controlled Disclosure Cam-
paign Plan, with classified appendix, con-
taining—

(A) a description of actions by the Review
Board, the originating body, the President,
or any Government office (including a jus-
tification of any such action to postpone dis-
closure of any record or part of any record)
and of any official proceedings conducted by
the Review Board with regard to specific un-
identified anomalous phenomena records;
and

(B) a benchmark-driven plan, based upon a
review of the proceedings and in conformity
with the decisions reflected therein, recom-
mending precise requirements for periodic
review, downgrading, and declassification as
well as the exact time or specified occur-
rence following which each postponed item
may be appropriately disclosed to the public
under this subtitle.

(4) NOTICE FOLLOWING REVIEW AND DETER-
MINATION.—(A) Following its review and a de-
termination that a unidentified anomalous
phenomena record shall be publicly disclosed
in the Collection or postponed for disclosure
and held in the protected Collection, the Re-
view Board shall notify the head of the origi-
nating body of the determination of the Re-
view Board and publish a copy of the deter-
mination in the Federal Register within 14
days after the determination is made.

(B) Contemporaneous notice shall be made
to the President for Review Board deter-
minations regarding unidentified anomalous
phenomena records of the executive branch
of the Federal Government, and to the over-
sight committees designated in this subtitle
in the case of records of the legislative
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branch of the Federal Government. Such no-
tice shall contain a written unclassified jus-
tification for public disclosure or postpone-
ment of disclosure, including an explanation
of the application of any standards contained
in section 1743.

(d) PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORITY OVER REVIEW
BOARD DETERMINATION.—

(1) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OR POSTPONEMENT OF
DISCLOSURE.—After the Review Board has
made a formal determination concerning the
public disclosure or postponement of disclo-
sure of an unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena record of the executive branch of the
Federal Government or information within
such a record, or of any information con-
tained in a unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena record, obtained or developed solely
within the executive branch of the Federal
Government, the President shall—

(A) have the sole and nondelegable author-
ity to require the disclosure or postpone-
ment of such record or information under
the standards set forth in section 1743; and

(B) provide the Review Board with both an
unclassified and classified written certifi-
cation specifying the President’s decision
within 30 days after the Review Board’s de-
termination and notice to the executive
branch agency as required under this sub-
title, stating the justification for the Presi-
dent’s decision, including the applicable
grounds for postponement under section 1743,
accompanied by a copy of the identification
aid required under section 1741.

(2) PERIODIC REVIEW.—(A) Any unidentified
anomalous phenomena record postponed by
the President shall henceforth be subject to
the requirements of periodic review, down-
grading, declassification, and public disclo-
sure in accordance with the recommended
timeline and associated requirements speci-
fied in the Controlled Disclosure Campaign
Plan unless these conflict with the standards
set forth in section 1743.

(B) This paragraph supersedes all prior de-
classification review standards that may pre-
viously have been deemed applicable to un-
identified anomalous phenomena records.

(3) RECORD OF PRESIDENTIAL POSTPONE-
MENT.—The Review Board shall, upon its re-
ceipt—

(A) publish in the Federal Register a copy
of any unclassified written certification,
statement, and other materials transmitted
by or on behalf of the President with regard
to postponement of unidentified anomalous
phenomena records; and

(B) revise or amend recommendations in
the Controlled Disclosure Campaign Plan ac-
cordingly.

(e) NoTicE TO PuUBLIC.—Every 30 calendar
days, beginning on the date that is 60 cal-
endar days after the date on which the Re-
view Board first approves the postponement
of disclosure of a unidentified anomalous
phenomena record, the Review Board shall
publish in the Federal Register a notice that
summarizes the postponements approved by
the Review Board or initiated by the Presi-
dent, the Senate, or the House of Represent-
atives, including a description of the subject,
originating agency, length or other physical
description, and each ground for postpone-
ment that is relied upon to the maximum ex-
tent classification restrictions permitting.

(f) REPORTS BY THE REVIEW BOARD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Review Board shall
report its activities to the leadership of Con-
gress, the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate, the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform of the House of Representatives, the
President, the Archivist, and the head of any
Government office whose records have been
the subject of Review Board activity.

(2) FIRST REPORT.—The first report shall be
issued on the date that is 1 year after the
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date of enactment of this Act, and subse-
quent reports every 1 year thereafter until
termination of the Review Board.

(3) CONTENTS.—A report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following information:

(A) A financial report of the expenses for
all official activities and requirements of the
Review Board and its personnel.

(B) The progress made on review, trans-
mission to the Archivist, and public disclo-
sure of unidentified anomalous phenomena
records.

(C) The estimated time and volume of un-
identified anomalous phenomena records in-
volved in the completion of the Review
Board’s performance under this subtitle.

(D) Any special problems, including re-
quests and the level of cooperation of Gov-
ernment offices, with regard to the ability of
the Review Board to operate as required by
this subtitle.

(E) A record of review activities, including
a record of postponement decisions by the
Review Board or other related actions au-
thorized by this subtitle, and a record of the
volume of records reviewed and postponed.

(F) Suggestions and requests to Congress
for additional legislative authority needs.

(4) COPIES AND BRIEFS.—Coincident with
the reporting requirements in paragraph (2),
or more frequently as warranted by new in-
formation, the Review Board shall provide
copies to, and fully brief, at a minimum the
President, the Archivist, leadership of Con-
gress, the Chairmen and Ranking Members
of the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform of the House of Representatives, and
the Chairs and Chairmen, as the case may
be, and Ranking Members and Vice Chair-
men, as the case may be, of such other com-
mittees as leadership of Congress determines
appropriate on the Controlled Disclosure
Campaign Plan, classified appendix, and
postponed disclosures, specifically address-
ing—

(A) recommendations for periodic review,
downgrading, and declassification as well as
the exact time or specified occurrence fol-
lowing which specific unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena records and material may be
appropriately disclosed;

(B) the rationale behind each postpone-
ment determination and the recommended
means to achieve disclosure of each post-
poned item;

(C) any other findings that the Review
Board chooses to offer; and

(D) an addendum containing copies of re-
ports of postponed records to the Archivist
required under subsection (c)(3) made since
the date of the preceding report under this
subsection.

(5) NOTICE.—At least 90 calendar days be-
fore completing its work, the Review Board
shall provide written notice to the President
and Congress of its intention to terminate
its operations at a specified date.

(6) BRIEFING THE ALL-DOMAIN ANOMALY RES-
OLUTION OFFICE.—Coincident with the provi-
sion in paragraph (5), if not accomplished
earlier under paragraph (4), the Review
Board shall brief the All-domain Anomaly
Resolution Office established pursuant to
section 1683 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (50 U.S.C.
3373), or any successor Office established by
law, on the Controlled Disclosure Campaign
Plan, classified appendix, and postponed dis-
closures.

SEC. 1747. DISCLOSURE OF RECOVERED TECH-
NOLOGIES OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN
AND BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE OF
NON-HUMAN INTELLIGENCE.

(a) EXERCISE OF EMINENT DOMAIN.—The
Federal Government shall exercise eminent
domain over any and all recovered tech-
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nologies of unknown origin and biological
evidence of non-human intelligence that
may be controlled by private persons or enti-
ties in the interests of the public good.

(b) AVAILABILITY TO REVIEW BOARD.—Any
and all such material, should it exist, shall
be made available to the Review Board for
personal examination and subsequent disclo-
sure determination at a location suitable to
the controlling authority of said material
and in a timely manner conducive to the ob-
jectives of the Review Board in accordance
with the requirements of this subtitle.

(¢) ACTIONS OF REVIEW BOARD.—In carrying
out subsection (b), the Review Board shall
consider and render decisions—

(1) whether the material examined con-
stitutes technologies of unknown origin or
biological evidence of non-human intel-
ligence beyond a reasonable doubt;

(2) whether recovered technologies of un-
known origin, biological evidence of non-
human intelligence, or a particular subset of
material qualifies for postponement of dis-
closure under this subtitle; and

(3) what changes, if any, to the current dis-
position of said material should the Federal
Government make to facilitate full disclo-
sure.

(d) REVIEW BOARD ACCESS TO TESTIMONY
AND WITNESSES.—The Review Board shall
have access to all testimony from unidenti-
fied anomalous phenomena witnesses, close
observers and legacy program personnel and
whistleblowers within the Federal Govern-
ment’s possession as of and after the date of
enactment of this Act in furtherance of Re-
view Board disclosure determination respon-
sibilities in section 1744(g) and subsection (c)
of this section.

(e) SOLICITATION OF ADDITIONAL WIT-
NESSES.—The Review Board shall solicit ad-
ditional unidentified anomalous phenomena
witness and whistleblower testimony and af-
ford protections under section 1673(b) of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (50 U.S.C.
3373b(b)) if deemed beneficial in fulfilling Re-
view Board responsibilities under this sub-
title.

SEC. 1748. DISCLOSURE OF OTHER MATERIALS
AND ADDITIONAL STUDY.

(a) MATERIALS UNDER SEAL OF COURT.—

(1) INFORMATION HELD UNDER SEAL OF A
COURT.—The Review Board may request the
Attorney General to petition any court in
the United States or abroad to release any
information relevant to unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena, technologies of unknown
origin, or non-human intelligence that is
held under seal of the court.

(2) INFORMATION HELD UNDER INJUNCTION OF
SECRETARY OF GRAND JURY.—(A) The Review
Board may request the Attorney General to
petition any court in the United States to
release any information relevant to uniden-
tified anomalous phenomena, technologies of
unknown origin, or non-human intelligence
that is held under the injunction of secrecy
of a grand jury.

(B) A request for disclosure of unidentified
anomalous phenomena, technologies of un-
known origin, and non-human intelligence
materials under this subtitle shall be deemed
to constitute a showing of particularized
need under rule 6 of the Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
the Congress that—

(1) the Attorney General should assist the
Review Board in good faith to unseal any
records that the Review Board determines to
be relevant and held under seal by a court or
under the injunction of secrecy of a grand
jury;

(2) the Secretary of State should contact
any foreign government that may hold mate-
rial relevant to unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena, technologies of unknown origin, or



July 22, 2026

non-human intelligence and seek disclosure
of such material; and

(3) all heads of Executive agencies should
cooperate in full with the Review Board to
seek the disclosure of all material relevant
to unidentified anomalous phenomena, tech-
nologies of unknown origin, and non-human
intelligence consistent with the public inter-
est.

SEC. 1749. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

(a) PRECEDENCE OVER OTHER LAW.—When
this subtitle requires transmission of a
record to the Archivist or public disclosure,
it shall take precedence over any other pro-
vision of law (except section 6103 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 specifying con-
fidentiality and disclosure of tax returns and
tax return information), judicial decision
construing such provision of law, or common
law doctrine that would otherwise prohibit
such transmission or disclosure, with the ex-
ception of deeds governing access to or
transfer or release of gifts and donations of
records to the United States Government.

(b) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT.—Noth-
ing in this subtitle shall be construed to
eliminate or limit any right to file requests
with any executive agency or seek judicial
review of the decisions pursuant to section
552 of title 5, United States Code.

(c) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Nothing in this sub-
title shall be construed to preclude judicial
review, under chapter 7 of title 5, United
States Code, of final actions taken or re-
quired to be taken under this subtitle.

(d) EXISTING AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this
subtitle revokes or limits the existing au-
thority of the President, any executive agen-
cy, the Senate, or the House of Representa-
tives, or any other entity of the Federal Gov-
ernment to publicly disclose records in its
possession.

SEC. 1750. TERMINATION AND EFFECT OF ACT.

(a) PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE REVIEW
BOARD.—The provisions of this subtitle that
pertain to the appointment and operation of
the Review Board shall cease to be effective
when the Review Board and the terms of its
members have terminated pursuant to sec-
tion 1744(1).

(b) OTHER PROVISIONS.—(1) The remaining
provisions of this subtitle shall continue in
effect until such time as the Archivist cer-
tifies to the President and Congress that all
unidentified anomalous phenomena records
have been made available to the public in ac-
cordance with this subtitle.

(2) In facilitation of the provision in para-
graph (1), the All-domain Anomaly Resolu-
tion Office established pursuant to section
1683 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (50 U.S.C. 3373), or
its successor as subsequently designated by
Act of Congress, shall develop standardized
unidentified anomalous phenomena declas-
sification guidance applicable to any and all
unidentified anomalous phenomena records
generated by originating bodies subsequent
to termination of the Review Board con-
sistent with the requirements and intent of
the Controlled Disclosure Campaign Plan
with respect to unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records originated prior to Review
Board termination.

SEC. 1751. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out the provisions of this subtitle
$20,000,000 for fiscal year 2027.

SEC. 1752. CONFORMING REPEAL AND TRANSI-
TIONAL PROVISIONS.

(a) REPEAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title XVIII
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) is
hereby repealed.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 2 of such Act is amended
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by striking the items relating to subtitle C
of title XVIII.

(b) AUTOMATIC INCLUSION AND TRANSFER OF
CERTAIN RECORDS.—On the date of enact-
ment of this Act—

(1) any record placed in, transmitted to,
identified for inclusion in, cataloged for, or
otherwise processed for inclusion in the col-
lection established by subtitle C of title
XVIII of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31)
shall be deemed an ‘‘Unidentified Anomalous
Phenomena record’ for purposes of this sub-
title; and

(2) the Archivist shall transfer the custody
and administrative control of all such
records (together with all related metadata,
indexes, finding aids, processing notes, re-
daction logs, correspondence, and unique
identifiers) to such collection without any
further identification, certification, or ac-
tion by the originating agency.

(c) CONTINUATION OF PENDING ACTIONS.—
Any identification, search, review, segrega-
tion, or transmission required under subtitle
C of title XVIII of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31) that is pending on the date of en-
actment shall continue without interruption
and be completed in accordance with this
subtitle.

(d) DEADLINES.—AIl deadlines applicable to
the records described under subsection (b)(1)
shall run from the date of enactment of this
Act unless an earlier date would result in
earlier public disclosure, in which case the
earlier date governs.

(e) PUBLIC RELEASE.—Any record released,
whether unredacted or redacted, to the pub-
lic under subtitle C of title XVIII of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) shall remain
publicly available. Nothing in this subtitle
authorizes re-imposition of redactions or re-
strictions on records already made public.

(f) REFERENCES.—Any reference in law, reg-
ulation, directive, or other document to the
collection established under subtitle C of
title XVIII of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law
118-31) shall be deemed a reference to the
Collection.

(g) INVENTORY AND MAPPING.—Not later
than 30 days of after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Archivist shall publish an in-
ventory mapping prior collection identifiers
to the new Collection identifiers, and shall
maintain continuity of public access links.
SEC. 1753. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) The term ‘‘Archivist’” means the Archi-
vist of the United States.

(2) The term ‘‘close observer’’ means any-
one who has come into close proximity to
unidentified anomalous phenomena or non-
human intelligence.

(3) The term ‘‘Collection” means the Un-
identified Anomalous Phenomena Records
Collection established under section 1741.

(4) The term ‘‘Controlled Disclosure Cam-
paign Plan” means the Controlled Disclosure
Campaign Plan required by section 1746(c)(3).

(6) The term ‘‘controlling authority”
means any Federal, State, or local govern-
ment department, office, agency, committee,
commission, commercial company, academic
institution, or private sector entity in phys-
ical possession of technologies of unknown
origin or biological evidence of non-human
intelligence.

(6) The term ‘‘Director’” means the Direc-
tor of the Office of Government Ethics.

(7) The term ‘‘Executive agency’’ has the
meaning given that term in section 552(f) of
title 5, United States Code.

(8) The term ‘‘Government office’’ means
any department, office, agency, committee,
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or commission of the Federal Government
and any independent office or agency with-
out exception that has possession or control,
including via contract or other agreement, of
unidentified anomalous phenomena records.

(9) The term ‘‘identification aid” means
the written description prepared for each
record, as required in section 1741.

(10) The term ‘‘leadership of Congress’”
means—

(A) the majority leader of the Senate;

(B) the minority leader of the Senate;

(C) the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives; and

(D) the minority leader of the House of
Representatives.

(11) The term ‘‘legacy program’ means all
Federal, State, and local government, com-
mercial industry, academic, and private sec-
tor endeavors to collect, exploit, or reverse
engineer technologies of unknown origin or
examine biological evidence of living or de-
ceased non-human intelligence that pre-
dates the date of the enactment of this Act.

(12) The term ‘‘National Archives’ means
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration and all components thereof, includ-
ing presidential archival depositories estab-
lished under section 2112 of title 44, United
States Code.

(13) The term ‘‘non-human intelligence’’
means any sentient intelligent non-human
lifeform regardless of nature or ultimate ori-
gin that may be presumed responsible for un-
identified anomalous phenomena or of which
the Federal Government has become aware.

(14) The term ‘‘originating body’’ means
the Executive agency, Federal Government
commission, committee of Congress, or other
Governmental entity that created a record
or particular information within a record.

(15) The term ‘‘prosaic attribution” means
having a human (either foreign or domestic)
origin and operating according to current,
proven, and generally understood scientific
and engineering principles and established
laws-of-nature and not attributable to non-
human intelligence.

(16) The term ‘‘public interest’” means the
compelling interest in the prompt public dis-
closure of unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena records for historical and Govern-
mental purposes and for the purpose of fully
informing the people of the United States
about the history of the Federal Govern-
ment’s knowledge and involvement sur-

rounding unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena.

(17) The term ‘‘record’” includes a book,
paper, report, memorandum, directive,

email, text, or other form of communication,
or map, photograph, sound or video record-
ing, machine-readable material, computer-
ized, digitized, or electronic information, in-
cluding intelligence, surveillance, reconnais-
sance, and target acquisition sensor data, re-
gardless of the medium on which it is stored,
or other documentary material, regardless of
its physical form or characteristics.

(18) The term ‘‘Review Board” means the
Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena Records
Review Board established by section 1744.

(19) The term ‘‘technologies of unknown
origin” means any materials or meta-mate-
rials, ejecta, crash debris, mechanisms, ma-
chinery, equipment, assemblies or sub-as-
semblies, engineering models or processes,
damaged or intact aerospace vehicles, and
damaged or intact ocean-surface and under-
sea craft associated with unidentified anom-
alous phenomena or incorporating science
and technology that lacks prosaic attribu-
tion or known means of human manufacture.

(20) The term ‘‘temporarily non-attributed
objects’” means—
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(A) the class of objects that temporarily
resist prosaic attribution by the initial ob-
server as a result of environmental or sys-
tem limitations associated with the observa-
tion process that nevertheless ultimately
have an accepted human origin or known
physical cause. Although some unidentified
anomalous phenomena may at first be inter-
preted as temporarily non-attributed ob-
jects, they are not temporarily non-attrib-
uted objects, and the two categories are mu-
tually exclusive; and

(i) includes—

(I) natural celestial, meteorological, and
undersea weather phenomena;

(IT) mundane human-made airborne ob-
jects, clutter, and marine debris;

(III) Federal, State, and local government,
commercial industry, academic, and private
sector aerospace platforms;

(IV) Federal, State, and local government,
commercial industry, academic, and private
sector ocean-surface and undersea vehicles;
and

(V) known foreign systems.

(21) The term ‘‘third agency’ means a Gov-
ernment agency that originated a unidenti-
fied anomalous phenomena record that is in
the possession of another Government agen-
cy.

(22) The term ‘‘unidentified anomalous
phenomena’ means—

(A) any object operating or judged capable
of operating in outer-space, the atmosphere,
ocean surfaces, or undersea lacking prosaic
attribution due to performance characteris-
tics and properties not previously known to
be achievable based upon commonly accept-
ed physical principles. Unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena are differentiated from both
attributed and temporarily non-attributed
objects by one or more of the following
observables:

(i) Instantaneous acceleration absent ap-
parent inertia.

(ii) Hypersonic velocity absent a thermal
signature and sonic shockwave.

(iii) Transmedium (such as space-to-ground
and air-to-undersea) travel.

(iv) Positive lift contrary to known aero-
dynamic principles.

(v) Multispectral signature control.

(vi) Physical or invasive biological effects
to close observers and the environment; and

(vii) includes what were previously de-
scribed as—

(I) flying discs;

(IT) flying saucers;

(IIT) unidentified aerial phenomena;

(IV) unidentified flying objects (UFOs); and

(V) unidentified submerged objects (USOs).

(23) The term ‘‘unidentified anomalous
phenomena record” means a record that is
related to unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena, technologies of unknown origin, or
non-human intelligence (and all equivalent
subjects by any other name with the specific
and sole exclusion of temporarily non-attrib-
uted objects) that was created or made avail-
able for use by, obtained by, or otherwise
came into the possession of—

(A) the Executive Office of the President;

(B) the Department of Defense and its pro-
genitors, the Department of War and the De-
partment of the Navy;

(C) the Department of the Army:;

(D) the Department of the Navy;

(E) the Department of the Air Force, spe-
cifically the Air Force Office of Special In-
vestigations;

(F') the Department of Energy and its pro-
genitors, the Manhattan Project, the Atomic
Energy Commission, and the Energy Re-
search and Development Administration;

(G) the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence;

(H) the Central Intelligence Agency and its
progenitor, the Office of Strategic Services;
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(I) the National Reconnaissance Office;

(J) the Defense Intelligence Agency;

(K) the National Security Agency;

(L) the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency;

(M) the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration:

(N) the Federal Bureau of Investigation;

(O) the Federal Aviation Administration;

(P) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration;

(Q) the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration;

(R) any Presidential library;

(S) any Executive agency;

(T) any independent office or agency;

(U) any other department, office, agency,
committee, or commission of the Federal
Government;

(V) any State or local government depart-
ment, office, agency, committee, or commis-
sion that provided support or assistance or
performed work, in connection with a Fed-
eral inquiry into unidentified anomalous
phenomena, technologies of unknown origin,
or non-human intelligence; and

(W) any private sector person or entity for-
merly or currently under contract or some
other agreement with the Federal Govern-
ment.

AMENDMENT NO. 317 OFFERED BY MR. CARTER OF
TEXAS

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following new section:

SEC. 7. REVIEW OF CHAPERONE POLICIES
WITHIN FACILITIES OF THE DE-
FENSE HEALTH AGENCY.

(a) REVIEW.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Defense Health Agency shall
review the compliance by all facilities of the
Defense Health Agency with chaperone poli-
cies required by the policy memorandum of
the Defense Health Agency dated December
15, 2025, and titled ‘‘Chaperones/Standbys
within Defense Health Agency Facilities”
(DHA-Policy Memorandum 25-020).

(b) FACILITIES IN NONCOMPLIANCE.—In car-
rying out the review under subsection (a),
the Director shall—

(1) identify facilities that are not in com-
pliance with the memorandum specified in
such subsection; and

(2) not later than seven days after identi-
fying a facility under paragraph (1), submit
to Congress—

(A) an identification of the resources need-
ed by such facility to comply with such
memorandum; and

(B) information to enable Congress to
verify when such facility is in compliance
with such memorandum.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director shall submit to Congress a report
containing the following:

(1) The findings of the review under sub-
section (a).

(2) A detailed plan outlining steps the Di-
rector has taken or will take pursuant to
such review, including a timeline for comple-
tion of such steps.

(3) An evaluation of resourcing constraints
of the Defense Health Agency in ensuring
compliance with the memorandum specified
under such subsection.

(4) A detailed plan outlining additional for-
malized guidance with respect to the provi-
sion of chaperones for sensitive medical ex-
aminations to be provided through policy in-
structions of the Defense Health Agency.

(5) A mechanism for monitoring the effec-
tiveness of the policies contained within
such memorandum on an ongoing basis, in-
cluding establishing routine inspections and
collecting data to assess compliance by fa-
cilities of the Defense Health Agency with
such memorandum.
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(6) An assessment of how existing law af-
fects the provision of chaperones for sen-
sitive medical examinations.

(7) Recommendations for changes to rel-
evant law to more effectively implement the
policies contained within such memo-
randum.

AMENDMENT NO. 318 OFFERED BY MR.
MOOLENAAR OF MICHIGAN

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the

following:

SEC. 10 . ADDITIONAL DETERMINATION RE-

GARDING CERTAIN UNMANNED
GROUND VEHICLE SYSTEMS.

Section 1078(a)(2) of the Servicemember
Quality of Life Improvement and National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2025 (Public Law 118-159; 138 Stat. 2075) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as
subparagraph (G); and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the
following:

“(F) A determination of whether the oper-
ation of covered unmanned ground vehicle
systems in United States networks poses an
unacceptable risk to the national security of
the United States or the security and safety
of United States persons.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 319 OFFERED BY MRS. LUNA OF
FLORIDA

Page 105, beginning on line 20, strike ‘“‘and
annually thereafter until 2030’ and insert
“and annually thereafter until the date on
which there is no longer an executive agent
designated under subsection (a)”.
AMENDMENT NO. 320 OFFERED BY MRS. LUNA OF

FLORIDA

Page 102, line 15, strike ‘‘integration,”.

Page 104, line 12, strike ‘‘Network integra-
tion’ and insert ‘‘Networks’.

Page 105, line 14, strike ‘‘integration into”’.

Page 106, line 11, strike ‘‘integration of”’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) and the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
SMITH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I don’t have any speakers, so I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I urge support of the en bloc
package, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I urge support for the en bloc package,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, | rise today to recognize my amend-
ment No. 297 in the National Defense Author-
ization Act of 2027, which ensures the Depart-
ment of War and Scouting America remains in
a partnership.

For more than 116 years, Scouting America
has endeavored to develop young Americans
into leaders of tomorrow through service,
physical activities, and community projects.

Scouting helps instill a drive in young peo-
ple to carry out their duty to God and country,
understand the principles of the American so-
cial, economic, and governmental systems,
and take pride in their American heritage,
while being prepared to lead their commu-
nities.
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With more than one million participants who
have contributed more than seven million
service hours in 2024 alone, Scouts know how
to build stronger communities and how to lead
people.

Scouting America believes—and through
over a century of experience, knows—that
helping youth is a key to building a more con-
scientious, responsible, and productive soci-
ety.

| am grateful for the longstanding partner-
ship between Scouting America and the De-
partment of War. | can think of no better re-
cruitment tool for our military than the lessons
learned through Scouting.

Scouts are known as leaders within their
communities, and approximately 15 percent of
all military academy cadets and midshipmen
across U.S. service academies are Eagle
Scouts.

Mr. Chair, this historic partnership between
Scouting America and the Department of War
is a relationship that strengthens our country
and ensures our best and brightest become
leaders of tomorrow.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Chair, | rise in
support of Rep. STEVE WOMACK’S Amendment
No. 311, that | am proud to cosponsor.

Amendment No. 311 seeks to maximize tax-
payer value by directing the Department of
Defense to conduct and publish a cost com-
parison study for future F-35 basing locations
for aircraft receiving first delivery between Fis-
cal Year 2030 and Fiscal Year 2035.

As you may know, the next round of F-35
basing decisions is expected in the next 24
months.

This study is critical to arm military decision-
makers with objective, data-driven analysis be-
fore that decision is made.

The Arkansas National Guard believes that
this study is critical to ensuring a complete un-
derstanding of the current mission and per-
sonnel before future F-35 basing decisions
are made.

| agree with the Arkansas National Guard
and that is why | urge my colleagues to sup-
port Amendment No. 311.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair, my
amendment addresses a stark and increasing
threat to our Nation’s critical infrastructure, the
malicious use of drones, especially their use
around critical military installations and law en-
forcement vessels.

Amendment No. 283 requires the Inspector
General of the Department of War to produce
a report to Congress regarding Unmanned Air-
craft Systems (UAS) activity around military in-
stallations in the United States and abroad,
sensitive national security sites, military and
law enforcement vessels, and the capabilities
possessed by installations to counter this ac-
tivity, protocols in place to coordinate with
state and local law enforcement, and the suffi-
ciency of legal authorities provided to installa-
tion commanders to address threats both in-
side and outside the wire.

Over the last several years, there has been
persistent unauthorized drone activity around
military installations. In 2024, for 17 days a
fleet of unidentified drones penetrated the air-
space over Langley Air Force Base in Virginia,
home to advance jet fighters including F-22s,
continuing on to the airspace over Joint Expe-
ditionary Base Little Creek and Naval Station
Norfolk.

Also in 2024, the Department of War con-
firmed a number of drone sightings over mul-
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tiple installations in my state of New Jersey,
including Picatinny Arsenal and Naval Weap-
ons Station Earle in my district. Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, also in my district, has
seen significant unauthorized drone activity in-
cluding attempts to smuggle contraband in FCI
Dix and other drones whose intent was not
clear. Additionally, a Coast Guard Com-
manding Officer told me more than a dozen
drones, in formation, followed a 47-foot rescue
boat a mere 100 feet off the stern, as it made
maneuvers in the ocean off Ocean County.

Earlier this year, Barksdale Air Force Base
in Louisiana—home to B-52 bombers who
play a critical role in America’s nuclear triad—
was forced to issue a shelter in place order
due to reports of unauthorized drone activity.
And just months ago, here in Washington
D.C., Fort McNair saw unauthorized drone
overflights. In testimony last year before the
Senate Armed Services Committee,
NORTHCOM Commander General Gregory M.
Guillot expressed concern over what he called
the “rapidly evolving strategic environment”
and “the emergence of small unmanned aerial
systems (sUAS) as a threat to infrastructure
and personnel in the homeland.” He went on
to describe the threat as “widespread” as
“there were 350 detections reported” on mili-
tary installations in 2024.

At the same time, we have seen adver-
saries—notably Russia and Iran—make signifi-
cant investments in drone technology and
seen its impact on the battlefield, both in
Ukraine and in the Middle East. Communist
China is a global leader in drone technology
and continues to integrate these capabilities
into its military doctrine and exercises. It is
vital we gain a thorough understanding of ad-
versary capabilities, and their will deploy these
technologies to threaten American interests.

Congress has taken steps to address these
threats, both the Armed Services Committee
and Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee have methodically strengthened military
and law enforcements authority and ability to
deploy counter-drone technology in recent re-
authorization bills to, yet a further accounting
of how widespread this threat is and what, if
any shortfalls remain is needed.

Make no mistake, it is imperative Congress
ensure that those on the ground and charged
with the safety of military installations and the
lives of servicemembers and the community at
large have the authority and technology nec-
essary to effectively mitigate and overcome
these threats to protect the homeland.

| thank the Committee on Rules for finding
this amendment in order, and | urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment with a yes
vote.

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Chair, | rise today
in support of Amendment No. 309 to the
FY2027 National Defense Authorization Act.
My amendment would establish a pilot pro-
gram to enable the Department of Defense
(DoD) to more efficiently deploy modern cy-
bersecurity solutions by accelerating the secu-
rity verification of solutions that have already
received FedRAMP High certification.

FedRAMP is a standardized approach to
certifying and assessing the security of cloud
computing technologies used across federal
agencies, and a FedRAMP High certification is
the strictest cloud security authorization level
within FedRAMP.

This level of certification ensures compli-
ance with the standards needed to securely
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handle and process the federal government’s
most sensitive unclassified information and
data.

FedRAMP seeks to create a ‘“certify once,
reuse many times” model for cloud products
and services that provides a secure and cost-
effective approach to federal cloud service
adoption.

The idea behind this concept of “certify
once, reuse many times” or “reciprocity” as |
like to refer to it, is that if a cloud service’s se-
curity controls have already been certified at a
basic level, multiple federal agencies should
be comfortable with adopting the service for
their own purposes.

For years, DoD has relied on its own as-
sessment and verification process for cloud-
based services, separate and distinct from
FedRAMP—however,  both DoD’s and
FedRAMP’s assessment and verification proc-
esses rely on the same NIST standards and
have the same goal, which is to certify that a
cloud-based product meets security standards
for federal use.

What this means in practice is that both the
government and our private sector partners
must invest significant time and resources to
verify security controls for cloud service de-
ployment not just once, but twice if they hope
to make that service available to both Federal
Civilian and DoD customers.

Additionally, maintaining two parallel certifi-
cation pathways has created bottlenecks in
deploying modern commercial cloud capabili-
ties, including critical cybersecurity tools, with-
in the DoD—even when those solutions have
already been certified for civilian agency use
under the same NIST standards through the
FedRAMP program.

This amendment would save the federal
government time and resources by encour-
aging reciprocity between the parallel
FedRAMP and DoD cloud security assess-
ment processes.

It establishes a pilot program to accelerate
the DoD’s assessment of cloud-based cyber-
security solutions that have already been au-
thorized under the same underlying NIST
standards that the Department’s existing as-
sessment process relies on.

In doing so, this pilot will help deliver inno-
vative commercial cybersecurity capabilities to
the warfighter more quickly, at a time when
cyber threats from our adversaries are grow-
ing more sophisticated.

| urge my collegues to support this amend-
ment. The Acting CHAIR. The question
is on the amendments en bloc offered
by the gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
ROGERS).

The en bloc amendments were agreed
to.

AMENDMENT NO. 316 OFFERED BY MR. GROTHMAN

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 316 printed
in part A of House Report 119-755.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XI, insert
the following new section:

SEC. . REPORT ON REDUCING CIVILIAN EM-
PLOYMENT.

(a) Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to the Committee on
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Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Armed Services
of the Senate a report detailing options for
reducing the number of civilians employed
by the Department of Defense by 200,000. The
report shall include—

(1) an assessment of current non-uniformed
personnel levels across all components of the
Department of Defense;

(2) recommendations for achieving a reduc-
tion of 200,000 positions while maintaining
mission readiness and national security pri-
orities; (3) an analysis of the anticipated cost
savings associated with such reductions; and
(4) any legislative or administrative actions
needed to implement such recommendations.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1438, the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chair, this amendment requires
the Department of War to examine op-
tions for reducing its civilian work-
force by 200,000 positions. For point of
reference, at the time that President
Trump took office, the number of non-
uniformed personnel in the Department
of War was about 770,000. There was a
buyout situation in which they reduced
that number by about 80,000, and since
that time, they have felt there were
certain positions that they had to refill
that they probably shouldn’t have let
go of, so right now they are sitting
around 705,000.

We know that DOGE felt that
throughout government they had un-
necessary personnel. We have all heard
anecdotal evidence of people working
in a variety of agencies, but particu-
larly the Department of War, who may
not be necessary.

I will point out, since I have kind of
looked into this, that I have found
shocking anecdotes of people working
in the private sector in big companies
who manage to get by doing very little
work because the companies are just
plain too big and people fall between
the cracks.

If that is going on in private-sector
big companies, Mr. Chair, think how
much more likely that is happening in
a big organization like the Department
of War.

In any event, right now, we are deal-
ing with a situation in which the De-
partment of War is asking for a consid-
erable increase in money, in particular
with regard to its authorization bill
and also with regard to the other bill
that we are going to be trying to pass
this week.

Given that, we have to make sure
that they are not wasting any money.
I think it would be a good exercise for
the Department of War to say: We have
got at least 705,000 people. What would
happen if we had to get rid of 200,000?

Maybe we will find they are all nec-
essary, but I don’t think so.

In any event, I think it is good from
time to time for big organizations to
look and see whether everybody is nec-
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essary and what they are doing. For
too long, Washington has allowed Fed-
eral bureaucracies to grow without reg-
ularly asking whether every position is
necessary and asking what people are
doing.

We can protect national security
while also demanding efficiency and
accountability. As we know from the
proposals that we are going to have to
vote on this week, the military cer-
tainly needs to find new money and we
are broke, so it would be better if they
find out whether in their workforce
they are wasting money.
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In any event, we are going to ask the
Department of War to see what would
happen if they had to reduce their
number of nonuniformed positions by
200,000.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support the amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Chair, I rise in op-
position to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Hawaii is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Chair, I strongly
oppose this amendment, which would
require the Department of Defense to
develop plans to eliminate 200,000 civil-
ian employees.

I have news for you: This administra-
tion already did that, and I saw the
consequences with my own eyes. I had
lunch with junior enlisted marines in
Hawaii. They told me it took months
to fix their broken washing machines,
a full year to fix a sink in a barracks
room. I saw windows duct taped and
mold painted over. Childcare rooms
were empty because they had no staff
to care for servicemembers’ children.
When I asked the base commander why
it took a year to fix a sink, he said it
is because almost all of the mainte-
nance staff took the deferred resigna-
tion program, and with the hiring
freeze, they couldn’t find replacements.

There are 20,000 DoD civilian employ-
ees in Hawaii and about 800,000 world-
wide. They are essential to readiness.
At a time when Americans are strug-
gling to make ends meet, they are good
jobs. They have been and should re-
main stable jobs, too, allowing people
to serve their country and care for
their families.

Bottom line, our war fighters rely on
civilian employees for everything, from
maintenance to acquisition, to
healthcare, to childcare. They keep our
subs and jets battle-ready and our serv-
icemembers healthy.

Mr. Chair, it is time we stop treating
them as disposable. Instead, we should
be investing in the civilian workforce,
not continuing to threaten to cut their
jobs. I strongly urge my colleagues to
oppose this amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, just one
final comment. We didn’t say we were
going to reduce the workforce by
200,000. We were going to say what hap-
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pens if we try to do it. I do believe if
you get around here and ask people,
they will give you anecdotal evidence
of people working for a very short pe-
riod of time.

As far as already dealing with this,
there was a buyout. As I mentioned,
they bought out several employees who
they shouldn’t have bought out. Right
now, we have reduced the workforce by
about 65,000. Again, I think if you ask
people in this town, it will not be hard
to find people who feel people working
in the Federal agencies are not doing a
lot. I know that is true in the private
sector. It is certainly more likely to be
true here.

Mr. Chair, I am a little bit shocked
that we won’t even allow the Depart-
ment to do a study. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. NORCROSS).

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to this amendment.

This amendment requires a report to
outline the option for reducing the De-
partment of Defense civilian workforce
by 200,000 workers, a very arbitrary
number.

It is truly stunning, a continuation
of unprecedented attacks on our Fed-
eral civilian workforce that we have
seen under this administration led by
the very top, by President Trump and
his Cabinet.

I will remind my colleagues that
President Trump established DOGE
last year, which resulted in cuts across
the entire Federal workforce of over
280,000 employees. Since then, the Fed-
eral Government, and particularly the
Department of Defense, has absolutely
hemorrhaged critical talent, institu-
tional knowledge, and subject-matter
experts across our workforce, the men
and women that we cannot afford to
lose.

Over the last year, we have already
seen reductions across the Department
of Defense workforce by about 10 per-
cent, over 78,000 workers. In fact, the
GAO, the Government Accountability
Office, already did a study on the De-
partment of Defense’s implementation
of the 2025 reductions.

They put out their findings in a re-
port on May 29 of this year. This is
what they found: The Department of
Defense did not consistently analyze
the impacts on the civilian workforce
reduction either in ‘25 or in prior years.

A study has been done, and they did
absolutely nothing with it. Instead, we
are taking up this amendment, which
arbitrarily seeks recommendations to
reach a target of 200,000 people in re-
duction before we even understand the
impacts of the last set of cuts that
have taken place.

Unfortunately, in our country and
our national security, we already are
paying the price for these reckless at-
tacks on our hardworking men and
women who keep our workforce and
our Defense Department running. What
we absolutely already know is these
firings—
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The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Chair, I yield 30
additional seconds to the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Chair, let’s get
to the bottom line here. Our responsi-
bility as Members of Congress is to
make sure that we have a Department
of Defense that is ready. We can’t do it
with less people. We are losing this in-
stitutional knowledge that is so crit-
ical for defending our Nation.

Mr. Chair, I am against this. Please
reject this amendment.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, just a
final comment. I know somebody who
bought a company, and he informs me
that he found out that probably half of
his white-collar employees were unnec-
essary.

I think if you get around this town
and talk to people, you will certainly
find a lot of anecdotal evidence. I think
it is kind of amazing that the Demo-
cratic Party is afraid of a study. Maybe
the study will come back and show it is
tight as a drum. I don’t think so. I am
just kind of shocked that at a time
when we are asking for tens of bil-
lions—hundreds of billions of dollars
more for our Department of War, we
are not going to do a study on our ci-
vilian employees.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Chair, may I in-
quire as to how much time I have re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Hawaii has 14 minutes remain-
ing.
Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Chair, I yield to
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
SORENSEN).

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in strong opposition to the
Grothman amendment.

I am proud to live in an Army town
and represent the historic Rock Island
Arsenal in the House of Representa-
tives. Every single one of my neighbors
works to support our troops and make
sure that our readiness and logistics
keep our country safe.

I find it outrageous that this Com-
mander in Chief and his loyalists think
it is okay to possibly Kkick these true
Americans out of the civilian work-
force, 200,000 patriots. These are com-
bat veterans. These are experts.

Back home, the Rock Island Arsenal
cannot deal with this. Mr. Chair, I will
not remain silent when this amend-
ment is dropped at the eleventh hour
to decimate our institution. Mr. Chair,
I also can’t understand how anyone can
call themselves America First when
they offer plans to possibly throw men
and women in uniform out just as cas-
ually as taking out the trash. These
are patriots.

Mr. Chair, allowing this to move for-
ward wouldn’t just eliminate the jobs
of 200,000 Americans, it would put our
troops at risk, as well. I urge Repub-
licans and Democrats to please honor
them with a ‘“‘no” vote on amendment
No. 316.
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Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Chair, I am just kind of shocked
that we have a lot of people who don’t
want auditors poking around the De-
partment of War and seeing what they
will find out. I will point out the De-
partment of War has not passed an
audit for, I believe, almost 30 years.
They are somewhat alone in that com-
pared to other agencies. I guess one of
the reasons, obviously, that you don’t
want to do an audit is that you are
afraid what you might find out.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr.
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin will be
postponed.

Chair, I de-
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I move to strike the last word for the
purpose of doing closing debate on the
NDAA. I assume Mr. ROGERS intends to
close, as well.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
first of all, I thank everyone involved
in the process. We do this every year,
but I think it is really important that
we recognize the people who did all of
the work to make this bill possible—
certainly, the HASC staff, my able
team behind me and the team that
serves Mr. ROGERS and serves the full
committee. We worked in a bipartisan
way through well over a thousand
amendments and two or three times
that many ideas to craft together a
very large piece of incredibly impor-
tant legislation. That work should not
g0 unrecognized.

The members of the committee also
go out of their way to work in an in-
credibly bipartisan way, and that is a
credit to Chairman ROGERS. He makes
a real effort to make sure that Demo-
crats are included, that we have a fair
conversation, and that we try to get to
the best result possible. I think that is
incredibly important.

Mr. Chair, I also thank the Rules
Committee for their hard work. They
have to sort through over a thousand
amendments, as well. Of course, the
floor staff that has to work through
this entire process every year does an
outstanding and amazing job. They are
dedicated public servants who deserve
our very high praise.

In the bill itself, there are things I
like and things I don’t like. I think it
reflects the process overall. I think it
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does a very good job of doing oversight
of getting to acquisition reform, of
continuing along the path of how we
innovate faster at scale. The chairman
has done an excellent job of pointing
out the need for that.

We need innovative technologies. We
need them in a more cost-effective
way. This bill reflects those priorities.
It also supports our troops and our
families, including pay raises, general
benefits across the board, and a real
focus on making sure that our service-
members are taken care of.

I don’t like that the SAVE America
Act is going to be attached to this. I
don’t like the gratuitous anti-trans
amendments that were added to the
bill. There are other aspects of it that
I am troubled by, but overall, I respect
the process.

The big point I will make today is, I
really think we are at a crossroads in
this Congress, in the appropriations
process, as well, but in the NDAA. We
are trying to work in a bipartisan way,
and I will say that Mr. ROGERS does it.
I think Senator WICKER in the Senate
does it, but we have to do that against
the backdrop of an unbelievably par-
tisan and, in many ways, out-of-control
administration and Department of De-
fense. They are taking us down roads
that I think are incredibly dangerous
and make it very hard to maintain
that bipartisan spirit.

Mr. Chair, I want you to know that I
am an incredibly reasonable person. I
will work with absolutely anybody.
Some people will say I am too willing
to work with people, but that is the na-
ture of the democratic process. I don’t
identify the people I like and don’t
like, and say if I don’t like you, I am
not going to work with you.

For representative democracy to
work, we have to work with people
that we disagree with—many times
passionately, strongly—on incredibly
important issues. We have done that
throughout my entire time on this
committee through a fair number of
chairs and ranking members.

For 656 years—I haven’t been on the
committee for 65 years, but we have
passed the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. During President Trump’s
first term, when I was chair of the
committee, I worked with the Trump
administration. We got a good bill
done. The second time, the President
threw a little wrench in at the end. In
a bipartisan way, we actually overrode
the President’s veto to make sure that
the NDAA got done. This year, we have
issues that have risen above the nor-
mal flow of partisan divide.

First of all, we have the budget num-
ber. When we add it all up—and I know
this bill only has $1.15 trillion in it, but
baked into the defense budget is an-
other $350 billion in reconciliation. I
forget where the supplemental is at
these days. I think it is around $90 bil-
lion, but you add it all up, and they are
asking for $1.6 trillion in the defense
budget. That is a 60 percent increase at
a time when we are running a nearly $2
trillion deficit.
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People are talking openly about what
is going to happen when the U.S. has to
default in 5 years, 6 years. This is also
at a time when, again, we insist on cut-
ting taxes, cutting taxes. No, cutting
taxes does not increase revenue. Just
because revenue goes up from one year
to the next when you have cut taxes—
it was going to go up anyway.

The budget office says that the tax
cuts cost us $4 trillion over 10 years.
When you look at the other priorities
that are out there—cuts to Medicaid,
cuts to SNAP, inability to invest in in-
frastructure and housing. The Amer-
ican people are struggling to pay their
bills. Then, we are going to put $1.6
trillion into the defense budget. It is
not a reasonable thing to ask. We can’t
work in a bipartisan way on a number
like that.

Again, the White House and Depart-
ment of Defense take an unbelievably
partisan approach. They have no inter-
est in talking to us. They are giving
briefings just to Republicans on crucial
issues. That has never happened before.
Through Democrat or Republican, I
have never seen anything like this. The
unbelievable partisanship is under-
mining our ability to get to a bipar-
tisan bill, and it starts with the budg-
et.

There are many other issues, like the
war in Iran. We are in an incredibly
dangerous situation. The costs con-
tinue to escalate. We have lost more
servicemembers.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. GOLDMAN of
Texas). The time of the gentleman has
expired.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I move to strike the last word again. I
have, actually, eight of them if I want
to use them.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
we stumbled into a conflict in the
dumbest way imaginable. In the his-
tory of the United States of America,
we have made some mistakes in wars.
This was about as idiotic a thing as I
have ever seen, and the cost is to the
global economy, our reputation, insta-
bility in the Middle East, the loss of
service members, and thousands of peo-
ple wounded.

I know a lot of people say, well, it is
terrible because Trump never had a
plan. It is actually a hell of a 1ot worse
than that. He had a plan. His plan was
that he was going to bomb Iran for 4
weeks, and they were going to give up.
That was literally his plan.

People told him in his own adminis-
tration that was idiotic. It wasn’t
going to happen, but he did it anyway.
Then, when it didn’t work, he just
thinks if we drop a few more bombs—
here we are.

We keep hearing about how the Ira-
nian military is completely obliter-
ated. It is gone. They are defeated, yet
the missiles and the drones keep com-
ing. People in the region keep dying,
and our service members keep dying.

That is not just a mistake. That is
living in an alternative universe. That
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is not living in the world that we are
actually in, and the war continues.

As we support anything in the de-
fense area, we are de facto supporting
this war with no end in sight. The way
the President talks about it: Oh, we are
going to take Kharg Island. We can
take Kharg Island. It won’t be a prob-
lem.

That is insane if you actually follow
the military plans. Maybe you can take
it, but you have to hold it. They are
going to be lobbing missiles at you. We
are in an incredibly serious business,
and the President is talking about this
like it is some sort of bad fiction novel.

We have to hold them accountable
for that, and it is not just the war in
Iran. We are engaged in a major con-
flict in Latin America right now, which
people don’t know about. We are fight-
ing narcoterrorists. We are still blow-
ing up boats. We are partnering with
various different countries and killing
people down there, all with no trans-
parency.

Then, we have what is going on in
Europe. We periodically threaten to
pull troops out of Europe. The Presi-
dent and the Vice President and others
talk about Europe facing civilizational
erasure and really focused on that
issue of pulling back from supporting
them in any way because—what?—we
are not allies and partners.

The strongest alliance, NATO, in the
history of this country is regularly
denigrated by our President. Now, I
know that people want to kid them-
selves and say, ‘‘Look, he is just doing
it so that our NATO partners step up.
That is all we want to do,” but that is
not why he is just doing it.

I will give you a great example: Hun-
gary. I was talking with a Department
of Defense official the other day. He
said our plan in Europe is actually
working because NATO is stepping up,
and, crucial to that, was that Orban
lost so that Hungary supported the
support for Ukraine, but our President
and Vice President were supporting
keeping the dictator in charge of Hun-
gary so that never would have hap-
pened.

We are in incredibly dangerous times,
and then, we have the President’s use
of our military domestically, which he
has done. He gives a speech talking
about election interference, leaving us
all to wonder is he going to honor the
outcome of this election. What is our
obligation to make sure that he does?
We are not in normal times.

I am also deeply concerned about
Secretary Hegseth and the way he is
running the Department of Defense.
He, too, has no idea what is happening
in Iran, or how we are ever going to get
out of that war, but he has also talked
about giving no quarter to our en-
emies.

We accidentally bombed a girl’s
school and killed 145 civilians. I don’t
know how long ago now, 3 or 4 months
ago. It is obvious we did it. We won’t
take responsibility for it. Then, the
Secretary of Defense comes out and
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says publicly: No quarter for our
enemy. He has served in the military.
He knows what that means—no sur-
vivors.
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The President talks about erasing
the Iranian civilization. He talks about
bombing civilian targets. Never would
the United States of America have
done any of those things.

We are in an incredibly, incredibly
dangerous time. I wish to maintain the
bipartisan nature of this bill—I do, and
I know that the chairman does.

But if we are going to do this, we are
going to need some Republicans to
stand up to the President of the United
States and say, no. No, we are not
going to get you $1.6 trillion. No, we
are not just going to give you a blank
check for a war that is totally out of
control, not going anywhere, and with
no end in sight.

I keep hearing people say: Well, we
just have to finish the job, like we are
cleaning out the garage, and if we just
stick at it long enough—

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I move to strike the last word.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
if we just stick at it long enough, we
will be done. There is no plan. There is
no plan to bomb a target that is going
to make Iran change their mind.

We have to stand up and say, no, we
can’t do those things, and I say all of
that again.

I want to get us back to a reasonable
place where we can have a bipartisan
agreement, and I hope in the next cou-
ple of months we will get there.

I really want people to understand
how unprecedented this moment is
that we are in.

The President is taking us down a
bitterly partisan and divisive road and
pushing policies—I didn’t even talk
about the tariffs that he slaps on our
allies at a whim.

Look at Canada. Apparently, there
are fires up in Canada, and the wind is
blowing south, so it is Canada’s fault,
and we have to slap a 50 percent tariff
on them. This is the way we govern? It
is insane, and we need to rein it in.

We in Congress need to stand up and
say: No, we are going to begin to get
some of this under control. At a min-
imum, let’s have a sensible budget.
Let’s stop the war in Iran.

I can’t support this bill. It pro-
foundly hurts me because I believe in
this process. It is the last thing I will
say. I will continue to want to work
with any reasonable person who shows
up in the Trump administration. I
don’t want to shun them because this
body has to work. If we don’t pass leg-
islation, then the President has even
more power. If the legislative branch
shuts down, that simply consolidates
more power in the executive branch.

We have to find a way through this,
but it is not going to be easy. I want to
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make sure people understand the un-
precedented nature of where we are at,
and we all begin to work together to
get ourselves to a better place.

Mr. Chair, with that, I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I move to strike the last word.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chair, I will start by thanking
my good friend, ADAM SMITH, the rank-
ing member of the Committee on
Armed Services, for his work on this
bill. Again, this year, we have contin-
ued to work in a bipartisan fashion to
lead the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and we have done this for years. I
could not have a better partner in
doing that.

Folks really need to take note of
this, because this is the largest piece of
authorizing legislation that moves
through the Congress. It authorizes
over half of all discretionary spending.
We lead this committee in a bipartisan
fashion. We passed this bill out of com-
mittee in a bipartisan fashion, and that
doesn’t just happen. That occurs be-
cause of leadership that we get from
both sides of the aisle.

The staff take their cue from the
chair and the ranking member—and
other Members do—when we conduct
our business, and we do it in a bipar-
tisan fashion. It is so important. We
are talking about our Nation’s secu-
rity. We are talking about our men and
women who put their lives at risk for
our Nation, for the families involved.
We want them to know that this is not
political gamesmanship that is leading
up here. This is Members working in a
serious, focused fashion to try to get
good policy developed that will make
their lives better and keep our Nation
free and safe.

ADAM SMITH just does a great job in
leading the committee. When he was
chair, he led by example, and he has
continued to lead by example as rank-
ing member, and I appreciate that.

I also thank the staff for their work.
We have an incredible professional
staff on the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices on both sides of the aisle. They do
follow our lead, and they work in a
very collaborative fashion, and I thank
them for that.

We had a little over a thousand Mem-
ber provisions submitted to our com-
mittee before the markup. We had 1,200
amendments offered during committee
markup and 1,400 amendments here.
The staff had to go through all of that
and work it up, and they have just done
it in a very professional fashion.

I also thank House legislative coun-
sel, CBO, and the Parliamentarian for
their leadership and staff in developing
this bill to the point it is at today.

Mr. Chairman, a couple of weeks ago,
we celebrated the 250th anniversary of
our independence. But as many of you
know, the Army, Navy, and Marine
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Corps are each celebrating their 251st
birthday this year. That is because in
1775, the Continental Congress knew we
needed a professional fighting force to
secure our freedom.

It was a bold and courageous act that
shocked the British and the world. I
am certainly not asking for Congress
to do anything that courageous.

But for the sake of guaranteeing our
freedom well into the future, we need
to act now to reverse decades of under-
investment and neglect in our Armed
Forces and our defense industrial base.

This bill will do that and much more.
It will build the ready, capable, and le-
thal fighting force we need to deter
China and other adversaries.

I know there are provisions in this
bill that some folks disagree with, but
understand that this is just a single
step in a long process.

Everyone should know that we will
continue to work in a bipartisan man-
ner as we make our way through the
Conference committee. We will work to
produce a bill that can best pass both
Chambers and be signed into law.

I urge all Members to help us reach
that goal by supporting this bill today
and moving it along.

Mr. Chair, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I move that the Committee do
now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania) having as-
sumed the chair, Mr. GOLDMAN of
Texas, Acting Chair of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 8800) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2027 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.
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CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
MALI—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119-175)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
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the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
situation in Mali declared in Executive
Order 13882 of July 26, 2019, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond July 26, 2026.

The situation in Mali, including re-
peated violations of ceasefire arrange-
ments made pursuant to the 2015
Agreement on Peace and Reconcili-
ation in Mali; a coup d’etat resulting in
the termination of that agreement; the
expansion of terrorist activities into
southern and central Mali; the inten-
sification of drug trafficking and traf-
ficking in persons, human rights
abuses, and hostage-taking; a further
coup d’etat; the presence of foreign
mercenaries threatening peace, secu-
rity, and stability; and the intensifica-
tion of attacks against civilians, the
Malian defense and security forces, the
United Nations Multidimensional Inte-
grated Stabilization Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA), and international secu-
rity presences, continues to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13882 with respect
to the situation in Mali.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2026.

————

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2027

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con.
Res. 113.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1438 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 113.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. GOLDMAN) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 113) establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2027
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2028
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